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Arheoloska bastina otoka Visa, s primjerice
gradinom Talez, anti¢ckom Isom ili pak brodo-
lomom kod Vele Svitnje, za mnoge arheolo-
ge upucene otocima i morima znaci iznimno
mnogo. Sigurno ¢ak i viSe ovaj je fascinantni
srednjodalmatinski otok sa svojim malim, ali
upecatljivim arhipelagom, tijekom svih minu-
lih vremena svoje dinami¢ne povijesti znacio
i svojim stanovnicima, vojnicima, mornarima,
trgovcima, putnicima namjernicima i nena-
mjernicima. Rije¢ je o malom komadu zemlje,
¢ija je vrijednost, dakle, trajna, samo su njezi-
ni konzumenti promjenjivi. Sa strane jednog
od onih modernih konzumenata arheologa,
nadam se da mi autori ovdje predstavljenog
izdanja nece uzeti za zlo prosireno repliciranje
njihova upecatljivog naslova, bliskoj publici
dovoljno jasnog da zna $to ocekivati na izlozbi
i u katalogu, a laicima opet dovoljno tajnovi-
tog i intrigantnog da zavire u njih i otkriju svi-

Archaeological heritage of the island of Vis,
including, for instance, Talez hillfort, ancient
Issa or Vela Svitnja shipwreck, has a special
meaning for many archaeologists drawn to the
islands and the seas. This fascinating central
Dalmatian island with its small but distinct ar-
chipelago surely meant even more to its inhab-
itants, sailors, merchants, chance travelers and
intentional visitors throughout all segments of
its dynamic past. It is a small piece of land, of
permanent value, only its beneficiaries change.
As one of modern beneficiaries-archaeologists,
I hope that the authors of the edition present-
ed here will not mind my expanded paraphrase
of their striking title, clear enough to the
knowledgeable public to comprehend what to
expect from the exhibition and the catalogue,
and still mysterious and intriguing for laymen
inviting them to take a glance and discover
the world of not only Vis in antiquity, but of
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jet ne samo antickog ve¢ otoka Visa u cijelosti.
I to svijet gledan iz kuta eminentnih arheologa
i muzealaca od kojih su neki oko Ise ve¢ izgra-
dili, a neki tek grade svoje o¢ito bogate i sjajne
karijere.

Izlozba i katalog Vis-a-Vis 200. Arheolos-
ka bastina otoka Visa realizirani su u povodu
proslave 200. obljetnice nase najstarije speci-
jalizirane arheoloske institucije, Arheoloskog
muzeja u Splitu. Ne umanjujuéi vrijednost
sigurno mnogih drugih, smatram da Muzej,
a posredno i mi svi ostali, nije mogao dobiti
liepsi rodendanski poklon. Na ovom ¢e mjestu
fokus biti na katalogu izlozbe, i to prije sve-
ga zbog tekstova koji je prate i kojima su na
jednom mjestu predstavljene aktualnosti po-
znavanja oto¢ne arheologke bastine, u najvecoj
mjeri koncentrirane oko ostataka anticke, po-
glavito helenisticke Ise. Rije¢ je o kra¢im tek-
stovima, evidentno temeljenima na osobnom
istrazivackom radu autora te brojnoj stru¢noj i
znanstvenoj literaturi, a koji su za ovu prigodu
stilski i aparatno sazeti na razinu dohvatljivu
sirokoj publici. To nikako ne umanjuje njiho-
vu vaznost i za onu strukovnu, prije svega zbog
argumentiranosti tekstno predstavljenih poda-
taka, objedinjenosti mnogih tema te koli¢ine
kataloski predstavljene, ispravno tipo-krono-
loski analizirane arheoloske grade. Kroz nju se
ogleda problematika arheoloske bastine otoka
Visa i stjete mogu¢nost komparacije s mno-
gim blizim i daljim kronologki paralelnim, a
kulturologki istim, ali i druk¢ijim ambijenti-
ma. Svi tekstovi, njih ¢ak 29, popraceni su ilu-
strativnim prikazima izlozbenih eksponata te
terenskim situacijama, kojima se konzumenti-
ma ovog $tiva na najsiri moguci nacin omogu-
¢ava njihovo shvacanje.

Nakon uvodnih rije¢i D. Radiéa, rodenog
Visanina koji viske teme promatra sa susjed-
ne Kor¢ule, u katalogu je predmetno znacenje
Visa istaknuto na dvjema historiografski ra-
zli¢itim razinama. S jedne strane, u poglavlju
Pregled povijesti arheoloskib istrazivanja na oto-
ku Visu (autor: B. Cargo) jasno je prikazano
$to je tamosnja bastina znacila za razvoj arhe-
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this island in its entirety. It is a world observed
from a standpoint of eminent archaeologists
and museum workers some of whom have al-
ready built their prolific and successful careers
exactly on Issa, while some still work on it.

The exhibition and catalogue Vis-a-Vis 200,
Archaeological heritage of the island of Vis were
realized on the occasion of the 200th anniver-
sary of our oldest specialized archaeological in-
stitution, the Archaeological Museum in Split.
In my opinion, the Museum could not have re-
ceived a better birthday present, without deval-
uing all other gifts. Here the focus will be on the
exhibition catalogue, primarily due to accom-
panying texts which present actual matters of
the archaeological heritage of the island, most-
ly concentrated around the remains of ancient
Issa, in particular its Hellenistic phase. These
short texts, obviously based on personal research
work of the authors and abundant professional
and scholarly literature, have been summarized
in terms of style and methodology so as to be
comprehensible to the general public. Still, they
retain professional relevance, primarily owing to
well-argued premises of the texts, unification of
a number of subjects and the amount of pre-
sented archaeological material, correctly analyz-
ed in typo-chronological terms. It reflects the
subject-matter of the archaeological heritage of
the island of Vis and offers a possibility of com-
parison with many close or distant but synchro-
nous ambiances that may be identical or quite
different in cultural terms. All texts, as many as
29, are accompanied by illustrative depictions of
the exhibits and field situations, providing the
most extensive framework for their understand-
ing to all readers of the catalogue.

After an introduction by D. Radi¢, a native of
Vis who observes his island from neighboring
Kor¢ula, the importance of Vis was emphasized
at two different levels with regard to historiog-
raphy. On the one hand, the chapter Overview
of the history of archaeological research on the is-
land of Vis (author: B. Cargo) clearly presents
how important the heritage of Vis was in to
the development of archaeology in our region.
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ologije na nasim prostorima. Fantasti¢no je
Citati podatke koji svjedoée o 15. stoljecu kao
vremenu u kojem se razvija svjesnost o sjaju
i vrijednostima anticke Ise te prvim oto¢nim
arheologkim zbirkama nastalima tijekom 18. i
19. stolje¢a. Nadalje, arheolosku atraktivnost
Ise u vremenima intenzivnog razvoja arheolos-
ke znanosti, koja traju jo$ i danas, najbolje se
uocava spomenom eminentnih hrvatskih ar-
heologa koji su dio svojih aktivnosti posvetili
upravo ovom otoku i gradu, od S. Ljubicéa, J.
Brun$mida, E Buli¢a, G. Novaka, M. Abrami-
¢a, B. Gabricevi¢a, D. Rendié-Mioceviéa, N.
Cambija, B. Kirigina pa, ako ho¢emo, i sve do
autora ovog kataloga.

S druge strane, poglavlja Pregled pretpovijesti
otoka Visa (autor: B. Cargo), Povijesni pregled
Ise (autor: B. Cargo), Grcki tragovi na Visu pri-
je osnutka Ise (autorica: J. Jovanovié), te Ka-
sna antika i srednji vijek na Visu (autorica: ].
Jovanovi¢) vrlo jasno isticu znacdenje, koje je
ovaj, relativno mali, otok imao u razvoju dina-
micne kulturne povijesti isto¢ne obale Jadra-
na. O tome u ranijim i kasnijim prapovijesnim
vremenima svjedoce, primjerice, nalazi juzno-
italske neoliticke keramike ili pak korintskog,
atickog ili etrurskog posuda, ¢iju kontekstua-
lizaciju u vremenu i prostoru tek treba razrije-
siti. Osim pukog postojanja Ise, u antici tomu
pak znatno doprinosi popis povijesnih osoba
koje su se iz razli¢itih pobuda doticale otoka
i time mu dale na vaznosti. Jedan Dionizije I.
Sirakugki, legendarni misteriozni Jonije, ilir-
ski prvaci Agron i Teuta, rimski republikanski
velikani Pompej i Cezar, carski princ Druz, a
zatim i nesretni provincijski namjesnik Skri-
bonijan, samo su neki od onih, ¢ije su se am-
bicije preko anticke Ise pretocile do danasnjih
dana, ostavljajué¢i nama bogati sadrzaj za raz-
misljanje.

Ocekivano je najveéi broj poglavlja kataloga
posveéen arheoloskoj ostavstini gréko-heleni-
sticke Ise, nadopunjenoj prema potrebama i
moguénostima one rimske, ¢ak i kasnoanti¢-
ke, odnosno srednjoviekovnog Visa. Zelja da
se prije svega Isu u svekolikom smislu prikaze

It is fantastic to read the information testifying
to the 15th century as the time when the con-
sciousness about the splendor and values of an-
cient Issa was awoken as well as about the first
archaeological collections on the island created
in the 18th and 19th centuries. Further on,
the archaeological appeal of Issa in the period
of intensive development of the archaeological
science, that is still ongoing, is best illustrated
by mentioning eminent Croatian archaeolo-
gists who dedicated some of their time to this
island and the city, starting from S. Ljubi¢, J.
Brun$mid, E Buli¢, G. Novak, M. Abrami¢, B.
Gabricevi¢, D. Rendi¢-Miocevié, N. Cambi, B.
Kirigin, and finally the author of this catalogue.
On the other hand, chapters Overview of pre-
history of the island of Vis (author: B. Cargo),
Historical overview of Issa (author: B. Cargo),
Greek traces on Vis prior to the foundation of Issa
(author: ]. Jovanovi¢) and Late Anitquity and
the Middle Ages on Vis (author: J. Jovanovi¢)
very clearly accentuate the importance that
this relatively small island had in the dynamic
development of cultural history of the eastern
Adriatic coast. In earlier and later prehistoric
times, this is attested by the finds of southern
Italic Neolithic pottery as well as Corinthian,
Attic or Etruscan ware whose contextualiza-
tion in time and space is still pending. A list of
historical persons related to this island in one
way or another illustrates its significance in an-
tiquity. Dionysius of Syracuse, legendary and
mysterious lonius, Illyrian rulers Agron and
Teuta, Roman republican dignitaries Pompey
and Caesar, imperial prince Drusus, and then
also the unfortunate provincial governor Scri-
bonianus, are only some of those whose am-
bitions left trace in ancient Issa to the present
day, providing us with a lot to think about.
As expected, the majority of the catalogue
chapters deal with the archaeological heritage
of Greek-Hellenistic Issa, complemented in
accordance with the needs and possibilities of
the Roman city, and later of medieval Vis. The
intention to present Issa as a genuine Greek
city in all aspects, as the apogee of Hellenic
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pravim grékim gradom, perjanicom helenske
kulture na ovom dijelu Jadrana, realizirana je
izdvajanjem posebnih manjih tema. U prvoj
od njih, Gréki natpisi iz Ise (autorica: J. Jova-
novi¢), odabrani su neki od najvaznijih epi-
grafickih spomenika nadgrobnog, zavjetnog,
pocasnog i pravnog karaktera. Zbog svoje vaz-
nosti oni su ve¢ otprije zastupljeni u literaturi,
no zbog svoje su tipologije te sadrzaja i dalje
intrigantni. Oni donose odgovore na mnoga
pitanja iz domene isejskog drustva, onomasti-
ke, drustvene strukture, politickog uredenja,
religijskih praksi, ali i znacenjskog polozaja he-
lenske Ise u turbulentnim vremenima njezina
osnutka, trajanja, ali i postupnog potpadanja
Citave isto¢ne obale Jadrana pod rimsku vlast.
Ova vrsta spomenika isto tako dobro pokazuje
kako je Isa, ako ne u samom pocetku njezi-
na bivstva, onda sasvim sigurno u trenutcima
svojeg vrhunca, ali i kraja, bila multietnicka, a
time i multikulturna sredina, $to je ocekivano
s obzirom na njezin oto¢ni, ali nikako ne izo-
lirani polozaj s iznimno valoriziranom strates-
kom komponentom.

Grcki kolonijalni karakter Ise nedvosmisle-
no je vidljiv i u njezinim fizickim manifestaci-
jama predstavljenima u poglavlju Urbanizam
i arhitektura helenisticke Ise (autor: B. Cargo).
Od pailjivo odabranog mjesta utemeljenja
grada preko bedema koji skrivaju pravilnu pla-
nimetriju gradskog tkiva s komunikacijama te
izduzenim inzulama s pretpostavljenim prio-
balnim polozajem agore pa sve do luke i izvan-
gradskih nekropola, obrtnickih postrojenja
i ruralnih imanja, Isa se pokazuje kao funk-
cionalni prostor nastao prema svim uzusima
svojevremene grcko-helenisticke gradogradnje
maksimalno prilagodene prostoru. Prostorna
svisishodnost vidljiva je i u minimalnim pre-
inakama koje je Isa u urbanistickom smislu
dozivjela nakon gubitka samostalnosti, odno-
sno postupnim gubljenjem helenistickog i do-
davanjem rimskog prefiksa u njezin identitet.
Ta je situacija prikazana u posebnom poglavlju
Zamah gradnje i urbanisticke promjene u Isi u
razdoblju Principata (autor: B. Cargo), s na-
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culture in this part of the Adriatic, was realized
by concentrating on separate smaller subjects.
The first one of them, Greek inscriptions from
Issa (author: J. Jovanovié), offers a selection of
some of the most important epigraphic mon-
uments of funerary, votive, honorary and legal
character. Owing to their importance they have
already been published, but their typology and
content are still intriguing. They offer answers
to a number of questions from the domain of
Issaecan society, onomastics, social structure,
political system, religious practices, but also
the important position of Hellenic Issa in tur-
bulent times of its foundation, duration, and
gradual Roman conquest of the entire eastern
Adriatic. This kind of monuments also reveals
that Issa was, if not at the very beginning of
its presence, then definitely at its peak, and its
end, a multiethnic and thence multicultural
environment, as expected having in mind its
insular but not isolated position with highly
valued strategic component.

Greek colonial character of Issa is easily recog-
nizable in its physical manifestations presented
in the chapter Urbanism and architecture of Hel-
lenistic Issa (author: B. Cargo). Issa is seen as
a functional space created in accordance with
all principles of Greek-Hellenistic urbanism
maximally adapted to the space, starting from
a carefully chosen place for the city foundation
over city walls that hide the regular city plani-
metry with communication lines and elongated
insulae, the assumed coastal position of agora
and all the way to the port, necropoles out of
the city, craft facilities and rural estates. Spatial
functionality is visible in minimal alterations
that Issa underwent in urbanistic terms after
it had lost its independence, that is with grad-
ual loss of the Hellenistic prefix in its identity
which was replaced by a Roman one. This situ-
ation was studied in the separate chapter Strong
development of building and urbanistic changes in
Issa in the Principate (author: B. Cargo), with
mention of all previous insights about impor-
tant building activities, mostly in the public,
coastal part of the city. For example renovation



16 (2022), 323-331

L. BOorzIC: VIS-A-VIS-A-VIS 200: Review of the exhibition catalogue Vis-a-Vis 200...

vodima dosadasnjih spoznaja o vaznim javnim
graditeljskim aktivnostima, uglavnom pozici-
oniranima u javnom, priobalnom dijelu gra-
da. Primjerice, obnova ve¢ postojeceg trijema,
gradnja vojnog (?) vjezbali$ta, forumskog sklo-
pa s hramskim zdanjem ili pak termi javnog
karaktera i teatra svjedoce da unato¢ jos uvijek
neiskristaliziranom administrativno-pravnom
polozaju Ise, ona u rimsko vrijeme poprima
sve elemente jednog ozbiljnog rimskog urba-
nog sredista. Da nije tako, tada ne bismo mo-
gli govoriti o svim spomenutim sastavnicama
grada, ali ni o ostalim pokazateljima njegove
vaznosti, medu koje sigurno spadaju i rimsko-
dobni kameni spomenici. U odabiru predstav-
ljenom u poglavlju Lapides Issae (autorica: J.
Jovanovi¢) fokus je logi¢no stavljen na skupi-
nu pet rimskih carskih statua julijevsko-kla-
udijevske i flavijevske dinastije, nazalost bez
poznatog konteksta nalaza, a kakvima se moze
podiciti mali broj naselja ne samo na prostoru
Jadrana ve¢ i Sirom Rimskog Carstva.

U katalogu su nadalje posebno predstavljena
i dva iznimno bitna aspekta isejske svakodnev-
nice, s jedne strane Zivot opisan u poglavlju
Pregled isejskog gospodarstva (autor: B. Cargo),
a s druge strane smrt kroz Pogrebne obicaje u
helenistickoj Isi (autorica: ]. Jovanovi¢). Unato¢
tomu $to je povr$inski malen, Isejcima je otok
u uzem smislu omogucavao onu uvijek trazenu
autarkiju, resursnu samodostatnost, dovoljnu
da neizbjezne nedostatke nadomjesti izlaskom
na trziSte. A na njemu je Isa, barem kako poka-
zuje relevantni arheoloski materijal, presla put
od receptivne zone, uglavnom usmjerene k juz-
noj Italiji, do one emisarske, od sredine 3. st. pr.
Kr. okrenute uglavnom srednjodalmatinskom
arealu. Nema dvojbe da je isejskim agrarnim
pejzazem vladala mediteranska trijada, Zitarice,
loza i masline. Ciklus o isejskoj zemlji, vinogra-
dima, vinu, amforama, dakle ne¢emu $to je veé
i u anti¢ko vrijeme opjevano, uz visedisciplinski
razvoj arheologije danas sve viSe dobiva na argu-
mentaciji. Ista je stvar i s ostalim ovdje prikaza-
nim aspektima primarnog sektora, stodarstvu,
pcelarstvu i, naravno, prepoznatljivim aktivno-

of the existing portico, construction of a mili-
tary (?) training ground, forum complex with a
temple, or public thermae and theater testify to
the fact that Issa in the Roman period acquired
all elements of a prominent Roman urban
center despite its unclear administrative and le-
gal position. If that was not the case, we could
not discuss all the mentioned components of
the city, but neither the other indicators of its
importance, such as Roman-era stone monu-
ments. In a selection presented in the chapter
Lapides Issae (author: ]. Jovanovi¢), the focus is,
logically, on the group of five Roman imperial
statues of Julio-Claudian and Flavian dynasties,
unfortunately without the context of discovery.
Few settlements can boast such finds, not only
in the Adriatic area, but also across the entire
Roman Empire.

Two exceptionally important aspects of dai-
ly life in Issa are presented in the catalogue.
On the one hand, we get a description of life
in the chapter Overview of the economy of Issa
(author: B. Cargo), and on the other hand an
image of death through Funerary customs in
Hellenistic Issa (author: J. Jovanovié). Despite
the small size of the island, the Issacans could
have counted on always desirable autarchy, re-
source self-sufficiency, enough to replace in-
evitable shortcomings by strong market pres-
ence. This is where Issa, at least according to
relevant archaeological evidence, developed
from a receptive zone directed at southern
Italy, to an emission zone, from the mid-3rd
century BC, focused mostly on the central
Dalmatian region. There is no doubt that the
Issaean agrarian landscape was dominated by
the Mediterranean triad: cereals, vine and ol-
ives. Multidisciplinary development of archae-
ology has supported notions about a cycle on
the Issaean land, vineyards, wine, amphorae,
that had already been praised in antiquity. The
same is true of all other aspects of primary
sector that have been described here, such as
livestock breeding, beekeeping and of course
sea-related activities that are becoming more
recognizable. Resource abundance of the is-
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stima okrenutima moru. No resursne blagoda-
ti otoka Visa omogudile su i razvoj obrtnistva
u sluzbi zadovoljavanja lokalnih potreba, ali i
iznalaZenje, odnosno prosirenje ponude namije-
njene trzistu. Loncarska produkcija s amforama
i pitosima namijenjenima skladistenju i trgovi-
ni poljoprivrednih proizvoda, odnosno stolnim
te inim posudem izradenim i konzumiranim u
potpuno helenistickom duhu, ostavilo je najve-
¢i pecat u isejskom obrtnistvu. Nista manje vaz-
no nije moglo biti ni kamenarstvo, bilo u vidu
eksploatacije bilo obrade lokalnog kamena, ili
pak obrada pojedinih, naravno importiranih
metala. Potonje je tema koja se dijelom dota-
knula i u poglavlju o jednom od najvaznijih
isejskih eksponata Glava broncanog kipa bozice
Artemide (autor: B. Cargo). Taj spomenik osim
svoje iznimne umjetnicke vrijednosti nedvojbe-
no upuduje i na ekonomske moguénosti grada.
Uz to, pecat isejskoj gospodarskoj razgranato-
sti i trziSnoj fokusiranosti predstavlja i teinja
da se od samih pocetaka njezine samostalnosti
stedinom 4. st. pr. Kr. razvija i samostalna mo-
netarna politika. O njezinim se materijalnim
dokazima, odnosno isejskim numizmatic¢kim
serijama, ali prigodno i ostalom novcu koji je
cirkulirao ovim prostorom tijekom helenisti¢-
kog i rimskog razdoblja, ¢ita u posebnom po-
glavlju Novac (autorica: J. Mardesi¢).
Paradoksalno je da je dugo vremena Zivot
anti¢ke Ise bio promatran kroz prizmu nalaza
s njezinih dviju glavnih nekropola, Martvila
i Vlaske njive. I bez obzira na to $to smo da-
nas obogaceni konkretnim ,zivotnim® arhe-
oloskim kontekstima, one su i dalje neiscrpan
izvor podataka, koji u posljednje vrijeme putem
doktorskih disertacija i monografija kona¢no i
dozivljavaju konkretnu i sintetsku znanstvenu
valorizaciju ponudenu interesnoj javnosti. U
katalogu izlozbe taj je aspekt Ise posebno apo-
strofiran isticanjem aktualnih spoznaja o mno-
gim manjim temama, primjerice prostornoj or-
ganizaciji isejskih nekropola; tipologiji grobova
i ve¢ prije spominjanih nadgrobnih spomeni-
ka; zatim visestrukom sukcesivnom koristenju

grobnica, ocito obiteljskog karaktera, praksi
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land of Vis enabled the development of crafts
in order to meet local needs but also to find
and expand the range of goods for export.
Issaean crafts were marked most strongly by
pottery production of amphorae and pithoi
intended for storage and trade with agricultur-
al products, that is tableware and other vessels
made and used in an entirely Hellenistic style.
Stone masonry had to be equally important,
either as quarrying of local stone, or as pro-
cessing certain, imported types of metal. The
latter is a subject partially touched on in the
chapter about one of the most important Is-
sacan exhibits Head of the bronze statue of the
goddess Artemis (author: B. Cargo). This mon-
ument, apart from its outstanding artistic val-
ue, doubtlessly reveals economic possibilities
of the city. Furthermore, Issacan economic
ramification and market focus are related to
an early tendency to develop independent
monetary policy from the beginning of its
independence in the mid-4th century BC. A
special chapter with the title Money (author: J.
Mardesi¢) deals with material evidence of this
monetary policy, that is numismatic issues,
but also other coins circulating in this region
in the Hellenistic and Roman period.
Paradoxically enough, life of ancient Issa was
perceived for a long time through the prism of
its two main necropoles, Martvilo and Vlaska
njiva. Regardless of the fact that at present we
have specific “living® archaeological contexts,
they still represent an inexhaustible source of
information, that have recently saw specific
and synthetic scholarly valorization through
dissertations and monographs offered to the
public. In the exhibition catalogue this aspect
of Issa was emphasized by paying attention to
current insights about many smaller topics,
such as the spatial organization of Issacan ne-
cropoles, grave typology and previously men-
tioned funerary monuments; also multiple
successive burials in tombs of evidently family
character, a practice more characteristic of the
eastern Adriatic Iron Age indigenous popula-
tions than the Hellenic component, which in-
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viSe svojstvenoj isto¢nojadranskom Zeljezno-
dobnom indigenom stanovniStvu nego onom
helenskom, $to i dalje navodi na promisljanja
o njegovu utjecaju na isejsko helensko drustvo
ili inkorporiranosti u njega ili pak o ¢istom isej-
skom ekonomi¢nom raspolaganju prostorom.
Tu se kratko raspravlja i o kronoloskoj, ali i kul-
turoloskoj odvojenosti dvaju ritusa postupanja
s pokojnicima, onog pra¢enog od sredine 4. st.
pr. Kr. i odito izvornog isejskog inhumacijskog
do onog incineracijskog pod italskim elemen-
tom promoviranog od sredine 1. st. pr. Kr. U
konacnici, tu se govori i o vidljivim manifesta-
cijama pogrebnih rituala u sluzbi duhovnog za-
dovoljavanja pokojnika, Zivu¢ih i bogova, a koji
svojim bogatstvom, raznolikos¢u i raznorodno-
$¢u svjedoce svekolikom pradenju trendova he-
lenistickog kasnorepublikanskog svijeta, za $to
su Isa i isejsko drustvo ocito imali itekako velike
snage i mogucnosti.

Upravo je ta mnozina i raznovrsnost nalaza,
u kojima se nalaze argumenti za prije izrecene
ideje, tema mnogih manjih poglavlja u kojima
su publici predstavljeni mnogi pokretni arheo-
loski nalazi iz Ise. S obzirom na to da veéina
njih potjece iz grobnica s jasno izrazenim ritu-
alom pogrebnih gozbi, logi¢no je da su, izuzev
onih malobrojnijih predstavljenih u poglavlju
Metalni, stakleni, jantarni i kostani predmeti iz
Ise (autorica: J. Jovanovié), najzastupljeniji ke-
ramicki predmeti simpozijastickog karaktera,
u tipoloskom smislu pripadnici onih grupa
proizvoda koji cirkuliraju ne samo isto¢noja-
dranskim vec¢ i generalno gledano helenistickim
i poslije kasnorepublikanskim svijetom. Kon-
kretno su to Oslikane keramicke vaze: crveno-
Sfiguralni stil, Alto Adriatico i srodni stilovi (au-
torica: J. Jovanovi¢), Crnopremazana keramika
(autorica: J. Jovanovié), Keramika tipa Gnathia
(autor: B. Cargo), Isejska keramika tipa Gnathia
(autor: B. Cargo), Kasnohelenisticka isejska kera-
mika sa sivim i crveni premazom (auror: B. Car-
g0), Isejska helenisticka reljefna keramika radena
u kalupu (autor: B. Cargo) te Terakote (autorica:
J. Jovanovié) i Lucerne (autor: B. Cargo). Os-
novnim informacijama o tehni¢kim odlikama,

stigates considerations of its influence or incor-
poration into the Issacan Hellenic community
or Issaean purely economic space usage. There
is also a brief discussion of chronological and
cultural separation between two funerary rites:
inhumation, appearing in the mid-4th c¢. BC
as obviously original Issacan practice, and cre-
mation, promoted by the Italic element from
the mid-1st century BC. Finally, a description
is offered of the visible manifestations of fu-
nerary rituals with an aim of offering spiritual
satisfaction to the deceased, the living and the
gods. These customs with their abundance,
versatility and diversity testify to absolute
concordance with the Hellenistic and late re-
publican trends, for which Issa and its society
lacked neither the strength nor the abilities.

It is exactly this multitude and diversity
of finds, providing arguments for previously
voiced ideas, that is a theme of many smaller
chapters that present a plethora of small finds
from Issa. Since most originate from tombs
with clearly denoted ritual of funerary feasts
it is logical that, apart from scarce objects pre-
sented in the chapter Metal, glass, amber and
bone objects from Issa (author: ]. Jovanovié),
the most numerically abundant category are
ceramic symposiastic artifacts, typologically
belonging to the groups of products that circu-
lated not only in the eastern Adriatic but also
generally in the Hellenistic and late republican
world. Specifically these are Painted ceramic
vases: red-figure style, Alto Adriatico and related
styles (author: ]. Jovanovié), Black-glazed ware
(author: J. Jovanovié), Gnathia ware (author:
B. Cargo), Issaean Gnathia ware (author: B.
Cargo), Late Hellenistic Issaean ware with gray
and red slip (author: B. Cargo), Issaean Hellen-
istic moldmade relief ware (author: B. Cargo),
Ierracottas (author: ]. Jovanovi¢) and Lamps
(author: B. Cargo). Basic information about
the technical characteristics, chronological
evolution of style, spatial sources and distribu-
tion are presented as a foundation for explain-
ing the emergence of the mentioned ceramic
groups on the eastern Adriatic coast, paying
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kronoloskoj evoluciji stila, prostornim izvori-
stima te distribuciji pruzen je temelj objasnja-
vanju pojave navedenih keramickih grupa na
isto¢noj obali Jadrana, posebno apostrofirajudi
i u tipo-kronolosko-namjenskom smislu objas-
njavajudi konkretne isejske nalaze predstavljene
u samom katalogu. Pojava uglavnom juznoital-
skog, ali u manjoj mjeri i isto¢njackog importa
dokaz je perspektivnog polozaja Ise u globalnim
trgovackim kretanjima. No, jo$ se vaznijom ¢ini
gotovo svim mogudim argumentima potvrdena
lokalna produkcija pojedinih kategorija aktu-
alnih keramickih vrsta, Gnathiae, sivo i crveno
premazane, helenisticke reljefne keramike, kao i
terakota i lucerni. Na njihov je nastanak i razvoj
mogudée gledati dvojako u smislu ,importa®
ideje ili ,.importa“ obrtnika. U obama se sluc¢a-
jevima namede isti zakljucak o Isi kao moder-
nom sredistu, u prvom slucaju ili familijarnim
s tehnoloskim i modnim dosezima aktualnog
svijeta ili u drugom pak dovoljno ekonomski
privlacnim za dolaskom i predstavljanjem no-
vih keramicarskih tehnika i stilova, o¢ito dobro
prihvacenih ne samo u Isi ve¢ i njoj okrenutom
dalmatinskom trziStu. Da je to bilo tako i da
je Isa od pomodnog helenistickog sredista po-
stala lokalni helenisti¢cki trendseter dokazuje,
primjerice, iznimno velika koli¢ina njezinih,
posebice Gnathia te sivo i crveno premazanih,
keramicarskih proizvoda na gradinskom naselju
Kopila na susjednom otoku Korculi, ali i pod
njezinim utjecajem sigurno uspostavljena pro-
dukcija sive i reljefne helenisticke keramike u
antickim Sikulima, odakle su u velikoj mjeri
bile izvoZene prema Liburniji, tlu na kojem se
mogude uspostavila i lokalna produkcija.
Promatrajudi iskljucivo karakter keramickih
nalaza iz Ise, postoji opasnost stvaranja dojma
isejske stroge zatvorenosti u okvire helenskog
svijeta. Medutim, posljednje spomenuti slu¢a-
jevi dokazuju da je takav dojam lazan i da se
komunikacija isejske sa Zeljeznodobnim indi-
genim zajednicama srednjeg Jadrana odvijala
na mnogo viSoj razini od interesnih sukoba
koje opisuju anticki pisci. I potonji su u tr-
govackom smislu imali svoje adute, nazalost o
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special attention to specific Issaean finds dis-
played in the catalogue, also providing their
typo-chronological attribution. Emergence of
mostly southern Italic import, and to a less-
er extent eastern import, testify to a favorable
position of Issa in the global trade movements.
What seems even more important is the local
production, attested by almost all possible ar-
guments, of certain categories of pottery types
such as Gnathia, gray- and red-slip ware, Hel-
lenistic relief ware, and terracottas and lamps.
Their creation and development can be inter-
preted in two ways: as “import“ of ideas or
“import” of artisans. In both cases it is reason-
able to conclude that Issa was a modern center,
in the first case familiar with technological and
fashion trends of the world at the time, and in
the second case economically attractive enough
to host new pottery techniques and styles, ob-
viously well accepted not only in Issa, but also
on its Dalmatian market. This is confirmed by
a vast number of its pottery products, in par-
ticular Gnathia and vessels with gray and red
slip found at the hillfort settlement Kopila on
the neighboring island of Korcula suggesting
that Issa went from a trendy Hellenistic center
to a local Hellenistic trendsetter. Influenced
by Issa, the production of gray and relief Hel-
lenistic ware was launched in ancient Siculi,
wherefrom it was exported towards Liburnia,
the area where local production may have been
established.

If we observe only the pottery finds from
Issa, we might get an impression of Issa being
enclosed within the framework of the Hel-
lenistic world. However, the aforementioned
examples indicate that it is a false impression,
and that the communication between the Is-
saeans and the Iron Age indigenous communi-
ties happened at a much higher level than the
interest conflicts described by the ancient writ-
ers. Indigenous populations also had some-
thing to offer in this trade exchange, though
little is known about it, but finds of, for in-
stance, trapezoidal belt buckles, Baska-type
fibulae or the so-called Illyrian knives in the
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tome se ne zha mnogo, no nalazi primjerice
trapezoidnih pojasnih kop¢i, fibula tipa Baska
ili pak tzv. ilirskih nozeva u isejskim grobovi-
ma vrlo zorno pokazuju njihovo prisustvo, od-
nosno isejsku otvorenost suzivotu s okolnim
stanovnistvom.

Iz do sada navedenog je vrlo jasno kako go-
lema koli¢ina isejskih, odnosno viskih arheo-
loskih spomenika doslovce prsti zanimljivim
informacijama. Dio njih bi sasvim sigurno
ostao skriven da mnogi od na izlozbi i u kata-
logu predstavljenih spomenika nisu prosli kroz
ruke konzervatora i restauratora koji zasluzuju
svaku pohvalu. Jedan manji dio njihova rada s
pravom je stoga slikovno i tekstno predstavljen
i u katalogu kroz poglavlja Cisvc’enje helenisticke
reljefne keramike (autorica: 1. Prpa-Stojanac),
Pojedini postupci obrade kamenih spomenika iz
anticke Ise (autor: B. Vjesnica) odnosno Kon-
zervatorsko-restauratorske metode primijenjene
u restauraciji (autor: D. Ordulj).

Zaklju¢no, moze se ponoviti kako je Isa kao
otok i anticki grad ve¢ dozivjela niz temat-
skih i monografska predstavljanja. No zbog
objektivnih okolnosti, ne umanjujué¢i im
uvijek iznimno visoku vrijednost, ni jedno
od njih javnosti nije uspjelo u ovolikoj mje-
ri docarati daleku povijest ovog otoka. Stoga
se mora poentirati kako je dobro iskoristena
ova svecana prigoda da se velikom koli¢inom
predstavljenog arheoloskog materijala popra-
¢enog kratkim, ali iznimno informativnim
tematskim tekstovima, s jedne strane svima
omoguéi pronicanje u sve sfere Zivota neg-
dasnjih ,Visana“, a s druge strane i osvijesti
golemi trud svih laika i stru¢njaka ukljuce-
nih u istrazivanje ovog otoka. Otoka, koji na
valu svoje bogate povijesti u svakom smislu
iz dana u dan sve viSe napreduje i po tko zna
koji put isti¢e znacenje arheologije u kulturo-
loskoj promidzbi ovog perifernog, ali prisut-
nog dijela Mediterana.

Issaean graves vividly illustrate their presence,
and the Issacan openness to coexistence with
the neighboring population.

From all the abovementioned it is clear that
a vast number of the Issacan or Vis archaeolog-
ical monuments just abound with interesting
information. Some of them would definitely
remain hidden, if many of the monuments
presented at the exhibition and in the cata-
logue were not treated by the conservators
and restorers whose efforts are praiseworthy.
Therefore a smaller part of their work was pre-
sented in the text and images in this catalogue
in the chapters Cleaning of the Hellenistic relief
ware (author: 1. Prpa-Stojanac), Certain proce-
dures in the treatment of stone monuments from
ancient Issa (author: B. Vjesnica), and Conser-
vation and restoration methods applied in resto-
ration (author: D. Ordulj).

Finally, we can reiterate that Issa as an island
and an ancient city has already been presented
in various thematic editions and monographs.
Due to objective circumstances, and without
diminishing their exceptional importance,
none of them managed to demonstrate the dis-
tant history of this island to such an extent to
the general public. Therefore we have to make a
point that this festive occasion was used well to
present a large number of archaeological finds
accompanied by short but very informative the-
matic texts. On the one hand, the aim was to
enable everyone to observe all spheres of life of
the former residents of Vis, and on the other
hand, to pay attention to an immense effort of
all the laymen and experts participating in the
research of this island, that progresses daily in
every aspect propelled by its rich past, empha-
sizing once more the importance of archaeolo-
gy in cultural promotion of this peripheral, but
still present part of the Mediterranean.

Translation: Marija Kostié
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