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STORIES AND STORYTELLING IN VILMA 
VUKELIĆ’S MEMOIR A PAST RESCUED FROM 
OBLIVION: THE SHAPING OF AN IDENTITY

SUMMARY

Vilma Vukelić’s memoir A Past Rescued from Oblivion 
is a personal memoir in which the author describes her 
private relationships in the first-person narrative to show 
the zeitgeist that formed her worldview, shaped the social 
norms of both actions and thoughts, and influenced the 
search for the memoir’s author’s own identity. The book 
is an autobiography of a resilient and rebellious female 
personality shown through the history of a wealthy Jewish 
family in the tumultuous 19th and beginning of the 20th 
century. The author wrote the memoir using fairy tales, 
legends, parables, jokes, and stories of her childhood, her 

life, and town tales, thus describing her ethnicity and the 
religious and linguistic environment in which she lived. 
The paper aims to show the types of identity and identity 
categories derived from Vilma’s stories and point out the 
construction of a plural identity. It also wants to show the 
influence of the patriarchal social order on the shaping of 
a woman’s identity, in which the authority of the father is 
natural and indisputable.
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