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K SREDNJEVESKEMU MECU S TAVSIRANIMI
ZNAKI1Z REKE VOGLAJNE PRI BEZIGRADU
(CELJE)

ON THE MEDIEVAL SWORD WITH INLAID
MARKS FROM THE RIVER VOGLAJNA AT
BEZIGRAD (CELJE)

Izvorni znanstveni rad /| srednjovjekovna arheologija

Original scientific paper [ Medieval archaeology
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ANDREJ GASPARI
University of Ljubljana
Faculty of Arts

Department of Archaeology
ASkercCeva 2

S1-1000 Ljubljana
andrej.gaspari@ff.uni-lj.si

Prispevek predstavlja arheolosko najdbo srednjeveskega meca iz obreznih naplavin reke Voglajne
pri Bezigradu, severovzhodno od Celja (Slovenija). Razmeroma dobro ohranjen me¢ dolzine 95,2 cm
in mase 765 g je del izvorne zbirke celjskega Pokrajinskega muzeja, kamor je dospel Ze pred letom
1889. Orozje lahko na podlagi oblikovnih in metrié¢nih znacilnosti rezila z razmeroma Sirokim Zlebom
(tip X po E. Oakeshottu oziroma razli¢ica 5b po A. Geibigu) ter ro¢ajnega dela z ravnim branikom in
mandljastim/le¢astim glavicem (kombinacijski tip 16 [ var. | (16-15-9-12) po Geibigu) uvrstimo med
starejSe primerke mecev z glavici tipa A po Oakeshottu in datiramo v 11. stoletje ali prvo polovico 12.
stoletja. Na eni strani rezila so ostanki okoli 20 cm dolgega zaporedja tavSiranih Zeleznih znakov, ki
zaradi korodiranosti povrsSine Zleba ostaja nerazvozlano. Skladnost posameznih delov orozja kaze,
da gre verjetno za originalno konfiguracijo mec¢a, domnevno izdelka ene od mecarskih delavnic v
osrednjem Porenju. NajdiS¢e meca v blizini BeZigrada, topografsko izpostavljene in strateSko po-
membne vzpetine v bliZini vozli§¢a prometnih smeri med Stajersko in Kranjsko, opozarja na more-
biten obstoj vojaske tocCke, ki je dopolnjevala nadzorne funkcije domnevanega zgodnjega oporiSca
grofov Savinjske marke na celjskem Zgornjem (Starem) gradu. Glede na kontekst odkritja sodi me¢
iz Voglajne v prevladujoco kategorijo vodnih najdb, vendar notranja evidenca oroZja ne ponuja za-
dostnih opor za pojasnitev okolis¢in potopitve.

Kljuéne besede: Celje, Bezigrad, Voglajna, arheologija, visoki srednji vek, orozje, meci, vodne najdbe

doi.org/10.33254/piaz.40.1.5 1235
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The paper presents the archaeological find of a medieval sword recovered from the riverbank deposits
of the Voglajna near Bezigrad, northeast of Celje (Slovenia). The relatively well-preserved sword with a
length of 95.2 cm and a mass of 765 g is part of the original collection of the Celje Regional Museum,
to which it came before 1889. The shape and metric characteristics of the blade with a relatively wide
fuller (Oakeshott's Type X or Geibig's Variant 5b) and the hilt with a short, straight crossguard and
almond-shaped/lenticular pommel (Geibig's combination Type 16 / Var. | (16-15-9-12)) show it to be an
early example of swords with pommels of Oakeshott's Type A, dating to the 11th or the first half of the
12th century. One side of the blade bears the remains of a 20 cm long sequence of inlaid iron marks,
which remain indecipherable due to corrosion. The harmony of the parts seems to indicate a preserved
original design, presumably produced by one of the sword workshops on the Middle Rhine. The findspot
of the sword in the vicinity of Bezigrad, a topographically exposed and strategically important promon-
tory near the intersection of the routes connecting Styria and Carniola, alerts to the possible existence
of a military post that supplemented the control functions of the presumed early stronghold of the
Margraves of the Savinja March on Zgornji (Stari) Grad in Celje. The find context of the sword places it
in the predominant category of water finds, but the internal evidence (condition after conservation) of
the weapon and the available data on the particular circumstances of the find do not provide sufficient
support to explain the background of its sinking.

Key words: Celje, BezZigrad, Voglajna, archaeology, High Middle Ages, weapons, swords, water finds

UuvoD INTRODUCTION
Med najstarejSimi in hkrati najprepoznavnej- The objects that have formed part of the collec-

Simi eksponati iz zbirk Pokrajinskega muzeja tions of the Celje Regional Museum for the long-

Celje je tudi srednjeveski mec iz Voglajne, ki je est time include a medieval sword recovered from

redno vkljuéen v muzejske vodnike in kataloge the River Voglajna. This sword is also among the

(Moskon 1967: 26, §t. 210; Cvirn et al. 1993: museum’s most representative exhibits and regu-

77; Fugger Germadnik 1999: 18, st. 10; Bado- larly features in its guides and catalogues (Moskon

vinac, Jeli¢i¢ 2006: 27, st. 23; Fugger Germad- 1967: 26, no. 210; Cvirn et al. 1993: 77; Fugger

nik 2014: 152, st. 11) ter pregledne obravnave Germadnik 1999: 18, no. 10; Badovinac, Jeli¢i¢
srednjeveskega oroZja s strani domacih spe- 2006: 27, no. 23; Fugger Germadnik 2014: 152, no.
cialistov (Lazar 2007: 5, 78, St. 12; Nabergoj 11) and in the overviews of medieval weapons writ-

2001a: 7; 2001b: 2), vendar do sedaj ni bil dele- ten by Slovenian authors (Lazar 2007: 5, 78, no. 12;

Zen natancénejSe raziskave. NaSo ambicijo v tej Nabergoj 2001a: 7; 2001b: 2). In spite of this, it has

smeri sta vzpodbudila ogled fotografij in pre- not yet been studied in detail. | was compelled to

gled meca v Zivo, ki je potrdil domnevo, da ena do just that after seeing its photographs and ex-
stran rezila nosi slabo ohranjene tavsirane zna- amining the sword in person, which confirmed the
ke. Kljub rentgenski preiskavi ostajata sestava supposition that there were poorly preserved inlaid

in pomen zaporedja neznana, saj se je izkazalo, marks on one side of the blade. The sword was X-

da je zadevni del rezila vendarle prevec¢ koro- rayed, but there is too much corrosion to identify

diran za jasno razbiranje posameznih znakov the composition and significance of the marks or
oziroma ¢rk. letters.

1 Za dovoljenje za objavo meéa se zahvaljujem kustosu Damirju Zeriéu 1 I'would like to thank Damir Zeri¢, curator, and Stane Rozman, director of
in direktorju Pokrajinskega muzeja Celje Stanetu Rozmanu, za izvedbo the Celje Regional Museum, for the permission to publish the sword. | am
rentgenske preiskave pa Janku Vodisku iz laboratorija za neporusne grateful to Janko Vodi$ek from the laboratory for non-destructive inves-
preiskave Instituta za metalne konstrukcije. Fotografije oroZja je posnel tigations at the Institute of Metal Constructions, Ljubljana, for performing
Tomaz Lauko, risbo pa je izdelala Ida Murgelj. Besedilo je prevedla An- the X-ray analysis. Tomaz Lauko photographed the sword and Ida Murgelj
dreja Maver. Hvala vsem. made the drawing; Andreja Maver translated the paper. | thank them all.
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NAJDISCE

V prvem vodniku po zbirkah muzeja (Fiihrer
durch die Sammlungen des Localmuseums der
Stadt Cilli) iz leta 1889 lahko v zvezi z zadevno
najdbo na strani 27 (razdelek 33, kat. $t. 1) pre-
beremo: »Schwert mit Kreuzgriff und Pilzknauf
(13. Jahrh.) Gefunden 1.8 M. tief im Ufersan-
de der Wogleina bei VezZigrad.« NatanénejSe
okoliséine, kraj in leto odkritja v vodniku niso
omenjeni, je pa mec¢ v muzej ocitno dospel ob
ali nedolgo po ustanovitvi muzeja leta 1882, kar
bo morda osvetlil pregled zapisnikov sestankov
muzejskega drustva.

Iz skopih podatkov iz vodnika je mogoce skle-
pati o najdis¢u na obreZzju, pri ¢emer sporocena
globina najdbe nakazuje, da mec ni bil odkrit pri
povrsinskem izkori$¢anju re¢nega proda, tem-
vec globljem izkopu neopredeljive narave, mor-
da v okviru izravnavnalnih del spodnjega toka
Voglajne. Glede na obdobje akcesije gre morda
za posege, izvedene v ¢asu obseznejsih regu-
lacijskih del na Savinji in njenih pritokih v letih
1876-1893 (Orozen 1956: 17-18). Sporodceni
podatki odkritje umescajo v bliZino BeZigrada
(252 m n.v.), nizkega, a markantnega kopaste-
ga zaklju¢ka naravnega pomola v osi zahod-
vzhod, ki se pne nad severozahodnim delom
nekdanjega velikega zavoja reke med Teharjami
in soto¢jem s Hudinjo (sl. 1). Zahodni del pomo-
la na severu omejuje potok (vzhodna) Loznica,
ki se tik pod Bezigradom izliva v Voglajno. Le-
ga je kljub skromni relativni viSini markantna in
ponuja dober razgled na vse strani, posebej na
ravnino proti severu, vzhodu in jugu (sl. 2).

Toponim Bezigrad se nanasa na lokacijo dvor-
ca oziroma grascine, ki naj bi jo pozidali leta
1685, ¢eprav je zanesljivo stala Ze prej (Stopar
1992: 10-11). Kljub temu, da obmodje omenje-
nega pomola ni evidentirano v registru kulturne
dediscine, zelo verjetno skriva ostanke starejSe
obljudenosti, morda tudi srednjeveskega pred-
hodnika dvorca iz 17. stoletja. O tem bi lahko
pric¢ala precej izpostavljena vioga, ki jo igra Be-
zigrad v pripovedkah o Celjskih in njihovih gra-
dovih, ter v eni od legend omenjen pozig Stare-
ga Bezigrada (Orozen 1936). Pomen potencialne
utrdbe ob severovzhodnem dostopu v prometno
kljuéen del Savinjske doline, ki ga je SirSe vo-
jaSko obvladoval celjski Zgornji grad, podcrtu-
je tudi potek alternativnih povezav med Celjem
in Ptujem, od katerih naj bi ena potekala mimo
Bezigrada proti Spodnjemu Zbelovemu, Polj¢a-
nam in naprej proti mestu ob Dravi (OroZen 1971:
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FINDSPOT

The first guide to the museum’s collections
from 1889 (Flihrer durch die Sammlungen des Lo-
calmuseums der Stadt Cilli) mentions the sword
on page 27 (Section 33, cat. no. 1): ‘Schwert mit
Kreuzgriff und Pilzknauf (13. Jahrh.) Gefunden 1.8
M. tief im Ufersande der Wogleina bei VeZigrad.
The guide offers no further details on the circum-
stances, location, or year of the find; we can sur-
mise that the sword may have come to the museum
in or shortly after 1882, the year when the museum
was founded. Consulting the minutes of the muse-
um association meetings could shed light on this.

We can infer from the modest data in the mu-
seum guide that the sword was found on the riv-
erbank, with the noted depth suggesting it did not
come to light during the surface extraction of river
gravel, but rather a deeper excavation of an un-
known purpose, possibly as part of the river engi-
neering works in the lower reaches of the Vogla-
jna. Considering the acquisition period, we might
be dealing with activities associated with the ex-
tensive river engineering works on the Savinja
and its tributaries that took place in 1876-1893
(Orozen 1956: 17-18). The data locate the find
near Bezigrad (252 m a.s.l.), a low but imposing
domed terminal of a natural promontory stretching
in a west-east direction, rising northeast of what
used to be a large bend of the Voglajna between
Teharje and the confluence with the Hudinja (Fig.
1). The (east) LoZnica stream, which flows into the
Voglajna just below Bezigrad, delimits the promon-
tory in the north. Despite its low relative altitude,
the elevation dominates its surroundings and of-
fers an unimpeded view on all sides, particularly
over the plain to the north, east and south (Fig. 2).

The toponym Bezigrad refers to the location of a
manor, recorded as built in 1685, though it certainly
stood there already prior to this date (Stopar 1992:
10-11). In spite of not being included in the cultural
heritage registry, the area of the promontory very
likely holds the remains of earlier habitation, pos-
sibly also the medieval predecessor of the manor.
We may infer as much from the rather prominent
role played by Bezigrad in the tales of the Counts
of Celje and their castles, with one legend mention-
ing a fire set to Stari BeZigrad (Orozen 1936). The
significance of a fort at the north-east entrance to
a crucial communication route of the Savinja Valley,
under the broader military control of the strong-
hold of Zgornji Grad (Upper Castle) in Celje, is un-
derscored by the alternative routes between Celje
and Ptuj, one of which is believed to have led past
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569-570). Drugo alternativo glavni komunikaciji
med Panonijo in Kranjskimi dezelami v smeri ¢ez
Slovenske Konjice in mimo Vojnika je predstav-
ljala smer, ki je iz Celja vodila proti vzhodu ob
Voglajni do Rogatca in od tam naprej proti se-
verovzhodu do Ptuja. Slednjo je na svojem po-
tovanju iz Seville na Stajersko ubral Trevrizent,
eden od junakov visokonemskega viteSkega epa
Parzifal Wolframa von Eschenbacha iz ¢asa oko-
1i1200-1210 (Janko 1994; Kos 2002: 318). Poleg
zacdetnega dela obeh povezav proti vzhodu je z
ske ceste s traso, ki je Celjsko kotlino povezova-
la z dolino Save, posredno pa tudi s komunika-
cijo proti Koroski, ki se je na Ljubljansko cesto
prikljucila pri Vojniku (Kosi 1998: 208). Vozlisc¢e
omenjenih prometnih smeri v vzhodnem delu
Savinjske doline se domneva na obmodju Spod-
nje Hudinje, severno od poznejse srednjeveske
mestne naselbine ter dober kilometer zahodno
od Bezigrada.

Bezigrad towards Spodnje Zbelovo, Polj¢ane, and
further on towards Ptuj on the River Drava (OroZen
1971: 569-570). Another alternative route between
Pannonia and Carniola leading from Celje across
Slovenske Konjice and Vojnik went along the Voglaj-
na to Rogatec and then northeast towards Ptuj. This
route was taken on his way from Seville to Styria by
Trevrizent, a character from Parzival, the High Ger-
man chivalric romance written by Wolfram von Es-
chenbach around 1200-1210 (see Janko 1994; Kos
2002: 318). In addition to being the starting point
of both eastbound communications, BeZigrad of-
fers a clear view of the junction of Ljubljana Road
and the route that linked the Celje Basin with the
Sava Valley, and consequently also the route to-
wards Carinthia that joined Ljubljanska Road at Vo-
jnik (Kosi 1998: 208). These lines of communication
in the eastern part of the Savinja Valley are believed
to have met in the area of Spodnja Hudinja, north of
the later medieval urban settlement of Celje and just
over a kilometre west of BeZigrad.

Sl. 1 Polozaj Bezigrada in Zgornjega gradu na lidarskem posnetku danasnjega Celja z re¢no mrezo iz obdobja 1880-
1885 (izdelal: A. Gaspari; lidar ©gis.arso; »Spezialkarte der Oesterreichischen-Ungarnischen Monarchie«, 1880-1885,

1:75.000 ©gisportal.gov.si)

Fig. 1 Location of Bezigrad and Zgornji Grad on the LiDAR imagery of modern-day Celje with the river network as recorded in
1880-1885 (made by: A. Gaspari; lidar ©gis.arso; Spezialkarte der Oesterreichischen-Ungarnischen Monarchie, 1880-1885,

1:75,000 ©gisportal.gov.si)
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Povezava med mestom odkritja meca in po-
tencialno lokacijo so¢asne utrdbe ali re€nega
prehoda ostaja Spekulativha. Z vidika veli-
ke transportne sposobnosti toka Voglajne za
prenos talnega tovora tudi na daljSe razdalje
bi lahko bilo mesto odkritja meca precej stran
od mesta potopitve, kar pa ni nujno. Predmeti
z vecjo specifiéno tezo in razmeroma majhno
povrsino se lahko po dospetju na re¢no dno
»ujamejo« v poglobitve ali kanale, kjer lahko
v dolo¢enih pogojih zelo dolgo ostanejo v ne-
spremenjenem polozZaju. O slednjem bi lahko
pricali celovitost rezila in razmeroma dobro
stanje ostrin, po drugi strani pa je ro¢aj opa-
zno odklonjen od ravnine rezila in za¢etnega
dela trna. Slednje verjetno govori za obreme-
nitve, ki so nastopile po dospetju meca v reko,
in tako nakazuje vsaj omejene dolvodno pre-
mikanje.

A link between the findspot of the sword and the
hypothetical location of a contemporary military
post or river crossing remains, for now, a matter of
speculation. The Voglajna is known for its signifi-
cant bedload transport capacity even across long
distances, suggesting that the findspot may be far
removed from the point where the sword entered
the river, but this may not necessarily be the case.
It is also true, however, that items of great specific
mass and relatively small surface may sink to the
bottom and become ‘trapped’ in depressions or
channels that under certain conditions retain the
items in the same spot for long periods of time;
the fairly good condition of the blade with relatively
sharp edges implies precisely that. In contrast, the
hilt is slightly offset with regard to the blade and
the proximal part of the tang, which may indicate
some amount of stress after entering the water
and hence at least limited downstream movement.

Sl. 2 Celjska kotlina. Pogled proti zahodu (posnel: A. Gaspari)
Fig. 2 The Celje Basin. Westward view (photo by: A. Gaspari)

Opis meca

Dvorezen mec¢ oznacujejo Siroko rezilo z Zle-
bom, kratek ro¢ajni trn, leCast (mandljast) glavic¢
in kratek raven branik, ki kot celota ucinkujejo
skladno, z uravnoteZenimi proporci (sl. 3). Glavi¢
ima tako v pogledu s strani kot od zgoraj le¢ast

129

Description of the sword

The double-edged sword has a wide blade
with a fuller, a short tang, a lenticular (almond-
shaped) pommel, and a short straight crossgu-
ard, forming a harmonious whole of well-ba-
lanced proportions (Fig. 3). The pommel is
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oziroma konic¢asto ovalen ali koni¢asto elipti¢en
obris, njegova velikost, t.j. Sirina, pa je identi¢na
Sirini rezila pri braniku. Enodelen glavi€ je nasajen
na ploscat rocajni trn pravokotnega preseka, ki
se enakomerno Siri proti prehodu v rezilo. Za utr-
ditev glavi¢a v legi je bil presledek med glavicem
in trnom verjetno zapolnjen s kovinskimi vlozki
(Geibig 1991: 95-96, Abb. 24). Na prehod med
trnom in rezilom je nasajen preprost raven, dokaj
kratek in branik masivhega kvadratnega prese-
ka, ki se proti koncema le neznatno stanjsa.

Rezilo se — gledano od rocajnega dela proti
konici — pribliZzno do zadnje tretjine pocasi ena-
komerno ozZi, nato pa ostrini izraziteje konvergi-
rata in tik pred vrhom preideta v kratko neizra-
zito konico. Na obeh straneh rezila poteka Sirok
in plitev, slabo profiliran Zleb, ki se prvih 30 cm
skoraj ne ozi, potem pa sledi ostrinama in se
konc¢a 10 cm pred konico. Na eni strani rezila so
v okoli 23-25 cm dolgem segmentu Zleba pod
branikom vidni utori in ostanki 1,9-2,0 cm viso-
kih vlozkov iz tavSirane Zelezne Zice ali trakov,
Sirokih okoli 2 mm. Visoka stopnja korodiranosti
zadevnega dela onemogoda zanesljivo prepo-
znavo znakov, enako pa velja tudi za rentgenski
posnetek (sl. 4). V zaCetnem delu polja z zna-
ki, okoli 3 cm od zacetka rezila, se razbirajo tri
navpicne ¢rte (Ill), ki jim proti konici morda sle-
dijo par spojenih prekrizanih preck (xx), dva Si-
rSa neprepoznavna znaka, dve ali tri navpi¢ne
precke (?) ter kompleksnejsi zaobljen znak, v
katerem se morda razbirata zavojka, ki omeju-
jeta proti konici meca usmerjeno odprtino. Kot
zadnji znak v zaporedju se pogojno kaze Se ena
navpic¢na precka. Zdi se torej, da ne gre za napis
v latinski majuskuli, temvec verjetneje za deko-
rativni dodatek s potencialno simbolno vsebi-
no. Podobna zaporedja z dvemi, tremi ali Stirimi
navpiénimi pre¢kami se pojavljajo v kombinaci-
jah z geometri¢nimi oblikami (npr. ovali, krogi
in rombi), na rezilih tipa 5 od druge polovice 10.
stoletja oziroma zacetka 11. stoletja naprej (Gei-
big 1991: 113-116, 156, Abb. 30, 41).

Invazivhim metalografskim raziskavam rezi-
la, ki bi lahko osvetlile mikrostrukturo njego-
vegda jedra in ostrin, smo se odpovedali zaradi
ohranjanja celovitosti muzejskega predmeta.
Ne vizualni pregled, ne rentgenski posnetek
nista izdala sledov vzordastega kovasSkega
varjenja (ang. pattern-welding), zato z nekaj
pridrzZka domnevamo, da ima me¢ mehkejSo
Zzelezno osnovo, na katero so bile kovasko pri-
varjene plasti trSega jekla (skupina llla po A.
Williamsu 2012: 232, 251-260).
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lenticular or conically oval, or conically elliptic,
both viewed from above and from the side; its
width is identical to the width of the blade at the
crossguard. Single-piece pommel is mounted on
a flat, rectangular-sectioned tang that widens
evenly toward the blade. The pommel-tang joint
was likely reinforced with metal wedges (Geibig
1991: 95-96, Abb. 24). The crossguard is placed
onto the sword at the tang-blade junction; it is
simple, straight, fairly short, and square-sec-
tioned, tapering almost imperceptibly toward the
terminals.

The blade has a slight taper roughly to the
last third, after which it tapers more significant-
ly and terminates in a short unpronounced tip.
Each side of the blade has a wide and shallow
fuller with poorly defined borders and almost
no taper for the proximal 30 cm, after which
it parallels the cutting edges and terminates
10 cm before the tip of the sword. Running
along 23-25 cm of the fuller on one side of the
blade below the crossguard are the remains of
1.9-2.0 cm high inlays of approximately 2 mm
wide iron wires or strips. The severe corrosion
in this part prevents a reliable identification of
the sequence of the marks, which do not be-
come clearer under X-rays (Fig. 4). In the initial
part of the sequence, some 3 cm from the top
of the blade, we can discern three vertical lines
(1) followed distally by a pair of joined crossed
bars (xx), two wider unidentifiable marks, two
or three vertical bars (?), and a more complex
round mark opened towards the tip with two
curls terminating the ends on either side. The
sequence possibly ends in another vertical bar.
The sequence does not appear to be an inscrip-
tion in Latin majuscule script, but more likely
a decoration with a potentially symbolic sig-
nificance. Similar sequences with two, three, or
four vertical bars occur in combination with ge-
ometric forms (such as ovals, circles, and loz-
enges) on Type 5 blades from the second half
of the 10 or early 11" century onwards (Geibig
1991: 113-116, 156, Abb. 30, 41).

We chose not to compromise the integrity of
the blade as a museum exhibit by subjecting it to
invasive metallographic analyses that could shed
light on the microstructure of its core and cutting
edges. Neither macroscopic examination nor X-
ray images revealed traces of pattern-welding,
which leads to the supposition that the sword
has a soft iron body onto which layers of harder
steel were forge-welded (Group llla after Wil-
liams 2012: 232, 251-260).
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Povrsino meca prekrivajo plitve korozijske ra-
zjede, ki so na delu rezila proti konici izrazitejSe
in se spajajo v ozke izvotlitve. Ostrini sta sicer
razjedeni in kaZeta plitve zajede, ki jih lahko naj-
verjetneje pripiSemo poodlozitvenim dejavni-
kom in koroziji. Ena ostrina je tik ob braniku rahlo
usloCena oziroma konkavno zozena, kar bi lahko
pomenilo sledove brusenja (Geibig 1991: 152).
Znacilne ostre Skrbine ali vsekanine, ki bi nasta-
le med bojno uporabo, niso prepoznavne. Rocaj-
ne platice in ostanki morebitne noznice se niso
ohranili niti v najznatnejsih sledovih, kar je lahko
tudi posledica rokovanja z najdbo po odkritju ali
CiS¢enja po prevzemu v muzejsko hrambo.

I
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131

The surface of the sword is corrosion pitted,
which is more pronounced towards the tip of the
blade where pits combine into slender cavities.
The cutting edges are poorly preserved, with shal-
low indentations most likely attributable to post-
depositional factors and corrosion. One edge is
slightly concave at the crossguard, which could
be the result of sharpening (see Geibig 1991:
152). There are no detectable chop or cut marks
that could be interpreted as battle damage. Noth-
ing survives of the grip plates and possible scab-
bard, though this may also be the result of poor
handling of the object after discovery or cleaning
after it had arrived to the museum.

Sl. 3 Mec iz Voglajne pri Bezigradu. M. = 1:5
(a = stran z znaki; b — druga stran; posnel:
T. Lauko; ¢ - risba: I. Murgelj)

Fig. 3 Sword from the Voglajna at BeZigrad.
Scale = 1:5 (a - side with marks; b — other
side; photo by: T. Lauko; ¢ — drawing by: I.
Murgelj)
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Mere in razmerja med posameznimi deli meca:

Celotna dolzina 95 cm; masa 765 g.

Rezilo: dolzina 82 cm; Sirina pri braniku 5,3
cm; Sirina na 40 cm dolzine 4,2 cm; Sirina na
60 cm dolzine 3,6 cm; koli¢nik ozanja rezila
1,47.

Zleb: dolzina 72 cm; S$irina pri braniku 2,1
cm; Sirina na 40 cm dolzine 1,8 cm; Sirina na
60 cm dolzine 1,3 cm; koliénik dolZine rezila/
dolzine zZleba 1,14; koli¢nik ozanja Zleba 1,17;
dolZina napisa ca. 23-25 cm; viSina ¢rk ca. 2
cm.

Branik: dolzina 15,8 cm; viSina na sredini 1
cm; viSina na koncih 0,9 cm; debelina na trnu
1,25 cm; debelina ob trnu 1,1 cm; debelina na
koncih 0,9 cm; koli¢nik dolZine/viSine: 14,36.

Trn: dolzina 13 cm; Sirina pri braniku 1,8 cm;
Sirina pri glaviéu 0,9 cm; debelina pri braniku
0,6 cm; debelina pri glavi¢u 0,45 cm.

Glavié: Sirina 5,5 cm; viSina 2,8 cm; debeli-
na 2,45 cm; koli¢nik Sirine/viSine 1,96; koli¢nik
viSine/debeline 1,14; koli¢nik Sirine/debeline
2,24.

Measurements of and ratios between the dif-
ferent parts of the sword:

Complete length 95 cm; mass 765 g.

Blade: length 82 cm; width at crossguard 5.3
cm; width at 40 cm of length 4.2 cm; width at 60
cm of length 3.6 cm; blade taper ratio 1.47.

Fuller: length 72 cm; width at crossguard 2.1
cm; width at 40 cm of length 1.8 cm; width at 60
cm of length 1.3 cm; blade length/fuller length
quotient 1.14; fuller taper ratio 1.17; length of
mark sequence ca. 23-25 cm; mark height ca.
2. cm.

Crossguard: length 15.8 cm; height at mid-
point 1 cm; height at terminals 0.9 cm; thickness
on tang 1.25 cm; thickness near tang 1.1 cm;
thickness at terminals 0.9 cm; length/height ra-
tio: 14.36.

Tang: length 13 cm; width at crossguard 1.8
cm; width at pommel 0.9 cm; thickness at cross-
guard 0.6 cm; thickness at pommel 0.45 cm.

Pommel: width 5.5 cm; height 2.8 cm; thick-
ness 2.45 cm; width/height quotient 1.96; height/
thickness ratio 1.14; width/thickness ratio 2.24.

Sl. 4 Del rezila z znaki: a — fotografija (posnel: T. Lauko); b — rentgenski posnetek: prva eksponaza (100 kV; 4 mA; 2
min); b — rentgenski posnetek: druga eksponaza (90 kV; 3 mA; 1 min). Naprava: Seifert Eresco 42MF4

Fig. 4 Part of the blade with marks: a — photograph (photo by: T. Lauko); b — X-ray image: first exposure (100 kV; 4 mA; 2
mins); b — X-ray image: second exposure (90 kV; 3 mA; 1 min). Equipment: Seifert Eresco 42MF4
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TIPOLOSKO-KRONOLOSKA
OPREDELITEV

SplosSna oblika rezila ustreza tipu X po E.
Oakeshottu (1994: 28-30, 139; glej Aleksi¢
2007: 30), glede na potek ostrin, obliko ko-
nice ter metri¢ne znadilnosti in razmerja med
rezilom in Zlebom, na katerih sloni tipologija
A. Geibiga, pa je najblizje poznim izvedbam
rezil tipa 3 in zlasti njihovim naslednikom
tipa 5b (Geibig 1991: 86, 153, Abb. 22). V
skladu z Oakeshottovo tipologijo lahko elip-
ticno oziroma leCasto oblikovan glavic¢ roc¢a-
ja opredelimo kot tip A, kratek raven branik
kvadratnega preseka in enakomerne Sirine
pa pripiSemo razli¢ici Oakshottovega tipa 1a.
Kot celota rocCaj ustreza kombinacijskemu ti-
pu 16 [ var. | (16-15-9-12) po Geibigu (1991:
70-72, 188, Abb. 17).

TeziSc¢e izdelave rezil tipa 5 Geibig postav-
lia v ¢asovni okvir 950-1050/1075 (Geibig
1991: 153, Abb. 40; Aleksi¢ 2007: 28-29;
Sijari¢ 2004: 28-29), medtem ko je kombi-
nacijski tip 16 [/ var. | okvirno zamejil med
sredino 10. stoletja in tretjo cCetrtino 12.
stoletja (Geibig 1991: 70-73, 146-147, 151).
Upodobitve lecastih glavicev na spomenikih
otonske umetnosti s konca 10. stoletja po-
leg zacetka uporabe definirajo tudi izvor-
no obmocje te skupine mecev, ki se v smi-
slu kovaske tradicije jasno navezuje na Zze
uveljavljena delavniSka kroga ULFBERHT
in INGEL(RII) iz prostora ob srednjem toku
Rena (Sijari¢ 2014: 60). Zgodnji meci z le-
castimi glavi¢i naj bi torej predstavljali iz-
delke delavnic na Frankovskem, po preteku
dolo¢enega ¢asa od njihove uvedbe pa gre
racunati tudi z lokalno proizvodnjo v posa-
meznih dezZelah Srednje in Vzhodne Evrope,
kamor so bili prvotno izvazani (Geibig 1991:
171, 173, Abb. 50). Posamezni primerki me-
gev iz Cedke, Slovaske, Estonije in Svice na-
kazujejo prezivetje te oblike glavica Se vsaj v
prvo polovico 13. stoletja (Kucypera, Kura-
sinski, Pudto 2011: 7-9). Opaznejsa koncen-
tracija mecev z glavicéi tipa A oziroma rocaji
tipa 16 /var. | zaznamuje tudi SirSe obmodje
ob jugovzhodni meji Svetega Rimskega ce-
sarstva. Primerke iz jugozahodnega dela Pa-
nonije in severne Dalmacije avtorji v glavhem
datirajo v 11. stoletje (Demo 1984; Tomicié
2002; Boskovi¢, Doraci¢ 2009: 54-59), no-
vejSe interpretacije pa predvidevajo izdelavo
mlajsih razlic¢ic Se v desetletjih okoli sredine
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TYPO-CHRONOLOGICAL
ATTRIBUTION

The general form of the blade corresponds
to Type X after Ewart Oakeshott (1994: 28-30,
139; see Aleksi¢ 2007: 30). The shape of the
cutting edges, the shape of the tip, the met-
ric characteristics, and the blade/fuller ratios,
which are the criteria used by Alfred Geibig,
show that the sword is closest to his late ver-
sions of Type 3 blades and even more to their
successors of Type 5b (Geibig 1991: 86, 153,
Abb. 22). According to Oakeshott’s typology,
the elliptical or lenticular pommel can be iden-
tified as Type A, while the short, straight, and
square-sectioned crossguard of an even width
can be attributed to a variant of his Type 1a. As
a whole, the hilt corresponds to the combina-
tion of Type 16 / Var. | (16-15-9-12) after Geibig
(1991: 70-72, 188, Abb. 17).

Geibig sets the main production span of Type
5 blades to 950-1050/1075 (Geibig 1991: 153,
Abb. 40; Aleksi¢ 2007: 28-29; Sijari¢ 2004:
28-29) and roughly dates the combination of
Type 16 | Var. | between the middle of the 10"
and the third quarter of the 12% century (Geibig
1991: 70-73, 146-147, 151). The depictions of
lenticular pommels on the monuments of Ot-
tonian art from the late 10" century define the
beginning of their use, but also the area of ori-
gin for this particular group of swords, which
is clearly associated with the smithing tradition
of the established workshops of ULFBERHT
and INGEL(RII) from the Middle Rhine Valley
(Sijari¢ 2014: 60). The early swords with lenti-
cular pommels are believed to be the products
of the workshops in Franconia, while we may
assume that later they also began to be pro-
duced locally in certain regions of central and
eastern Europe that previously only received
imports (Geibig 1991: 171, 173, Abb. 50). Single
examples of swords from Bohemia, Slovakia,
Estonia, and Switzerland indicate the continua-
tion of this pommel shape at least into the first
half of the 13t century (Kucypera, Kurasinski,
Pudto 2011: 7-9). A concentration of swords
with Type A pommels or Type 16 [/ Var. | hilts
has also been observed in the wider area along
the south-eastern border of the Holy Roman
Empire. Authors mainly date the examples from
south-western Pannonia and northern Dalma-
tia to the 11" century (Demo 1984; Tomici¢
2002; BoSkovi¢, Doraci¢ 2009: 54-59), while
more recent interpretations place the produc-
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12. stoletja (Aleksi¢ 2007: 34; Sijari¢ 2014:
60-61; Bunci¢ 2021: 340-342). Meci z gla-
viéi tipa A iz Stajerske in Kranjske vkljudujejo
obravnavan mec iz Voglajne in Sest mecev iz
struge Ljubljanice na Ljubljanskem barju, pri
¢emer lahko od slednjih vsaj Stiri uvrstimo v
Cas po sredini 11. stoletja, zlasti v 12. stoletje
in prvo polovico 13. stoletja (Nabergoj 2015:
kat. §t. M2-M4, M9, M33; Gaspari 2017: kat.
St. 2-4, 9, 35, 28). Z nekaj pridrzka lahko
omenjenim primerkom dodamo Se me¢ z gla-
vicem tipa A/B (?) iz struge Save pri KrSkem
(Skaler 1974: 171).

Pri mecu iz Voglajne gre zelo verjetno za
originalno konfiguracijo sestavnih delov, po
kateri orozje ni bilo delezno nobenih spre-
memb. UposStevajo¢ tipologijo in kombinaci-
jo posameznih sestavnih delov se zdi najver-
jetnejsa datacija v 11. stoletje. Tako ¢asovno
opredelitev nakazujejo razmeroma kratko re-
zilo s Sirokim zlebom, proporcionalno in ma-
sno uravnotezeno s kratkim rocdajem z raz-
meroma kratkim branikom in glavicem manj-
Se oziroma lazje razlicice koni¢asto-ovalne-
ga tipa (A). Ozki oziroma kratki le¢asti glavi-
Ci so po A. Nadolskem (1954) sicer znagilni
za mlajSo skupino medev tipa a s koni¢astimi
rezili, ki jo avtor datira v 12. stoletje, medtem
ko naj bi bili pri primerkih iz 11. stoletja obi-
¢ajni Siroke izvedbe glavicev, kratki braniki
in rezila z zaobljenim vrhom (Sijari¢ 2014:
60-61). M. Aleksi¢ je prikazal, da se razme-
roma Siroki leCasti glavici pojavljajo tudi pri
posameznih mecih z rezili tipov Xa in Xl po
Geibigu, pripisanih pozni produkciji s konca
12. stoletja in zaCetka 13. stoletja, ter iz tega
izpeljal razlago, da so masivni glavi¢i odziv
na podaljSanje rezil in ro¢ajnih trnov, ki naj bi
zagotovil boljSo uravnoteZenost meca oziro-
ma razporeditev mase (Aleksi¢ 2007: 33-34,
37-38). Za zgodnejsSo datacijo obravnavane-
da meca znotraj ¢asovnega okvira pojavlja-
nja kombinacijskega tipa 16 [ var. | po Gei-
bigu govori tudi tehnika izdelave znakov na
rezilu, ki so izvedeni izkljuéno z Zeleznimi
vlozki. Nekako od sredine 11. stoletja naprej
se namrec¢ zac¢nejo pojavljati napisi in znaki v
kombinacijah vlozkov iz razli¢nih, predvsem
barvnih kovin, ¢eprav ostanejo tudi izklju¢no
v zelezu izdelani vloZki razmeroma pogosti
vse do zacetka 13. stoletja (Geibig 1991: 158,
Abb. 41; Sijari¢ 2004: 22).
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tion of later versions into the decades around
the mid-12t™ century (Aleksi¢ 2007: 34; Sijari¢
2014: 60-61; Bundi¢ 2021: 340-342). The
swords with Type A pommels from Styria and
Carniola include the sword from Voglajna and
six swords from the riverbed of the Ljubljanica
in Ljubljansko Barje, of which at least four can
be attributed to a time after the 11" century,
particularly to the 12" and the first half of the
13% century (Nabergoj 2015: cat. nos. M2-M4,
M9, M33; Gaspari 2017: cat. nos. 2-4, 9, 35,
28). With certain reservations, we may add the
sword with a Type A/B (?) pommel from the riv-
erbed of the Sava at Kr&ko (Skaler 1974: 171).

The sword from the Voglajna very likely has
the original configuration of the component
parts without subsequent changes. The typol-
ogy and combination of the component parts
suggest it was produced in the 11™ century.
More precisely, this dating relies on the rela-
tively short blade with a wide fuller, balanced in
proportion and mass with the short hilt with a
relatively short crossguard, and the pommel of
a smaller or lighter variant of the conical-oval
type (A). According to Nadolski (1954), narrow
or short lenticular pommels are characteristic of
the late swords of Type a with tapering blades
that he dates to the 12%" century, whereas the
examples from the 11" century commonly have
wide pommels, short crossguards, and blades
with rounded tips (Sijari¢ 2014: 60-61). Marko
Aleksi¢ has shown that the relatively wide lenti-
cular pommels also occur on some swords with
the blades of Geibig Types Xa and Xl attributa-
ble to the late production from the late 12" and
early 13t century; from this he infers that the
large pommels were a response to the length-
ened blades and tangs and the desire to pro-
duce well-balanced swords with an appropri-
ate weight distribution (Aleksi¢ 2007: 33-34,
37-38). The earlier dating of the sword from
the Voglajna within the timeframe of the apper-
ance of Geibig's combination Type 16 / Var. | is
supported by the production technique of the
marks on the blade, which are made exclusive-
ly with iron inlays. Roughly from the mid-11t"
century onwards, inscriptions and other marks
began to be made also in a combination of in-
lays of different, primarily non-ferrous metals,
though exclusively iron inlays continued to be
fairly frequent to the early 13t century (Geibig
1991: 158, Abb. 41; Sijari¢ 2004: 22).
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Sl. 5 Karta vidnosti vzhodnega dela Savinjske doline z Zgornjega gradu (a) in Bezigrada (b) (izdelal: B. Kulmer; lidar
cgis.arso)

Fig. 5 Visibility map of the eastern part of the Savinja Valley from Zgornji Grad (a) and from BezZigrad (b) (made by: B.
Kumer; lidar cgis.arso)
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Oris zgodovinskih okoliS¢in in
arheoloskih podatkov o srednjeveskem
Celju v 11. in prvi polovici 12. stoletja

Obdobje izdelave meca, ki ga lahko najver-
jetneje umestimo v 11. stoletje ali prvo po-
lovico 12. stoletja, njegovo uporabo umesca
v Cas utrjevanja skrajne jugovzhodne meje
visokosrednjeveskega Rimskega cesarstva,
ko je za okrepitev drZzavne oblasti in okre-
pitev obrambnega pasu pred Ogri v mejnih
krajinah cesar prosto kronsko zemljo po-
leg cerkvi podeljeval plemiskim rodbinam iz
osrednjih delov nemske drzave, zlasti Saske,
Frankovske in Bavarske. Celje (Cilli) je bilo
eno od najpomembnejsih spodnjesStajerskih
sredisc in od okoli leta 1002 naprej sedez sa-
mostojne Savinjske mejne grofije (Soune), ki
je v virih imenovana tudi Ogrska marka. Po
izumrtju moske linije druzine mejnega grofa
v Savinjski krajini Viljema Il. iz rodu bavar-
skih Wilhelmincev leta 1036, so sedez, do-
mnevno na celjskem Zgornjem gradu, verjet-
no prevzeli grofi iz rodu Askvincev. Zaradi
posestne razdrobitve severnih delov posesti
Savinjske grofije v letih 1043-1045 je Celje
v nadaljevanju postalo samo eno od njenih
ve¢ manjsSih sredis¢. Po polomu Askvinovega
potomca Starkhanda Il. proti Spanheimom
okoli leta 1105/1106 je postal grof v Savinjski
krajini Glinther iz hohenwartske veje Vovbr-
Zzanov (1123-1137), katere izvor se domneva
na Saskem (Curk 1987: 107-110; Kos 2005:
259; Ravnikar 2010: 79, 113-115, 473-474).
Njegovo imenovanje po Celju (»marchione
de Cylie«) se gotovo nanas$a na Zgornji grad
in ne na le malo pomembno naselbino ozi-
roma dvor v ali ob njej. Lokacija Zgornjega
gradu, stran od naselbine in prometnic, po J.
Curku govori za njegovo SirSo stratesSko vio-
go, saj je sestavljal del »notranje obrambne«
¢rte proti Madzarom, ki so vse do 1131 pu-
stosili po Spodnjem Stajerskem (Curk 1987:
107-110). Dva najstarejSa naselbinska hori-
zonta na zahodnem delu grajskega grebena,
ki ju oznacujejo ostankilesenih zgradb in do-
mnevno obzidje proti vzhodu, je T. Bregant
povezovala z naselbino zgodnjesrednjeves-
kih gradis¢anskih znacilnosti in po keramic-
nem gradivu datirala v 11. stoletje, morda Ze
v drugo polovico 10. stoletja (Bregant 1974:
275-276, 279-292; 1977: 20, 27-28; 1983:
40-41). Revizijska Studija je pokazala, da
imajo oblike lonCenine iz obeh horizontov
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Outline of the historical context and
archaeological data on medieval Celje in
the 11" and the first half of the 12t century

The sword from the Voglajna was most likely
made in the 11* or the first half of the 12" cen-
tury. This dating places its use to a time when the
extreme south-eastern borders of the High Me-
dieval Roman Empire were being consolidated.
With the aim of strengthening the imperial au-
thority and the defensive belt against the Hun-
garians, the emperor offered the free crown land
in the border provinces to the Church, but also to
the nobility from the central parts of the German
state, particularly from Saxony, Franconia, and
Bavaria. Located in a border province, Celje (Cilli)
was one of the most prominent centres of Lower
Styria and, roughly from 1002 onwards, the seat
of the independent March of Savinja (Soune), in
literary sources also referred to as the Hungarian
March. After the male line of the family of William
Il of the Bavarian Wilhelminer family, Margrave
of the Savinja March, became extinct in 1036,
the seat presumably located on Zgornji Grad in
Celje is believed to have been taken over by the
counts from the Ascuvin family. The fragmenta-
tion of estates in the northern Savinja March in
1043-1045 led to Celje becoming only one of its
several smaller centres. Following the defeat of
Ascuvin's descendant Starkhand Il by the Span-
heim family around 1105/1106, it was Gunther
of the Hohenwart branch of the Heunburg fam-
ily (1123-1137), presumably Saxon in origin, who
became Margrave of the Savinja March (Curk
1987: 107-110; Kos 2005: 259; Ravnikar 2010:
79, 113-115, 473-474). The inclusion of Celje in
his title (marchione de Cylie) undoubtedly refers
to the stronghold of Zgornji Grad and not to the
less important settlement or court in or near the
settlement in the plain below. According to JoZe
Curk, the location of Zgornji Grad, detached from
the settlement and lines of communication below,
speaks of its strategic role in a wider area, as part
of the ‘internal defence line' against the Hungar-
ians, who ravaged Lower Styria until 1131 (Curk
1987: 107-110). The two earliest habitation hori-
zons excavated in the western part of the ridge of
Zgornji Grad revealed the remains of timber build-
ings and presumed eastern defensive walls, which
Tatjana Bregant associated with a settlement of
early medieval 'hillfort’ features and dated to the
11t century, possibly even the second half of the
10t century, using the unearthed pottery finds
(Bregant 1974: 275-276, 279-292; 1977: 20,
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primerjave med gradivom iz 12. in 13., mor-
da Ze iz 11. stoletja, novejSe interpretacije
ostalin, prvotno pripisanih »gradisdu«, pa
se nagibajo k pripadnosti zgodnjim fazam
fevdalne utrdbe (BrisSnik 1999). »Tri metre
debelo obzidje« naj bi tako predstavljalo se-
stavni del temeljenja vzhodne stene stolpa
(»1. gradbene faza« po Bregant) in vzhod-
nega dela obzidja (»2. gradbene faze« po
Bregant) zidane grajske utrdbe, medtem ko
bi bili lahko ostanki jam za stojke in glinena
tlakovanja, izvorno pripisani v pozaru uni-
Ceni leseni stavbi, dejansko sledovi odrov
in urejanj vrSne kope ob gradnji zidane ar-
hitekture ter njenim hodnim povrSinam. Dve
stremeni s peterokotnima uSesoma in uslo-
¢enima stopalkama iz 9. ali prve polovice 10.
stoletja (Karo 2004: Abb. 3: 4; 4: 1), ki sta
evidentirani kot najdbi iz Zgornjega (Stare-
ga) gradu (Gustin, Bressan, Komplet 2001:
249, kat. §t. 106-107) in bi kot taki lahko in-
dicirali pomembnost lokacije Ze v zgodnjem
srednjem veku, najverjetneje ne izvirata s
te lokacije. Vprasanje podobe in kronologi-
je zacetkov prvega fevdalnega gradu ostaja
odprto in med drugim ni izkljuéeno, da je bila
utrdba iz 11. stoletja, ki je verjetno stala na
mestu poznejSega grajskega jedra, Se v ce-
loti ali preteZno lesena.

SKLEP

Me¢é iz Voglajne lahko uvrstimo med stare-
jSe primerke mecev z glavici tipa A po Oake-
shottu in datiramo v 11. stoletje ali prvo polo-
vico 12. stoletja. NajdiS¢e meca v blizini pro-
storsko izpostavljene in strateSko pomemb-
ne vzpetine Bezigrad morda ni nakljucje in bi
lahko nakazovalo obstoj soc¢asne utrdbe, ki
je omogocala neposreden nadzor nad pro-
metnimi povezavami med Kranjsko, Korosko
in Stajersko ter tako pomembno dopolnje-
vala ucinkovitost domnevanega zgodnjega
oporis¢a grofov Savinjske marke na celj-
skem Zgornjem gradu. Glede na to, da gre
za zgodnjo obliko mecev z glavici tipa A, bi
lahko prvotnega lastnika orozja morda sme-
li iskati med pripadniki izvornega vojaskega
spremstva mejnega grofa ali oborozenca v
sluzbi podrejenih plemicev, ki so se opre-
mljali s kakovostnimi izdelki iz mecarskih
delavnic na Frankovskem. V celoti ohranjen
mec¢ sodi v Steviléno prevladujoco kategorijo
vodnih najdb, vendar dokumentirani podatki

137

27-28; 1983: 40-41). A revision study has shown
that the pottery shapes from both horizons have
parallels among the finds from the 12" and 13t
centuries, possibly even the 11" century, and the
remains initially attributed to a medieval hillfort
have instead been linked to the early phases of
a feudal stronghold (BriSnik 1999). The ‘three-
metre-thick defensive walls’' would therefore form
part of the east wall foundations of the stronghold
tower (first building phase after Bregant) and the
eastern part of the defensive wall (second build-
ing phase after Bregant) of a stone-built castle,
while the post-holes and clay paving, initially at-
tributed to a timber building destroyed in a fire,
could represent the remains of scaffolding of the
preparation work for the masonry structures on
the top of the ridge and the associated ground
surfaces. Two stirrups with pentagonal loops and
curved tread-plates from the 9™ or the first half
of the 10" century (Karo 2004: Abb. 3: 4; 4: 1),
recorded as found in Zgornji (Stari) Grad (Gustin,
Bressan, Komplet 2001: 249, cat. nos. 106-107),
could as such indicate the importance of the site
back in the Early Middle Ages, but most proba-
bly do not originate from this site. Therefore, the
question of the appearance and dating of the be-
ginnings of the first feudal castle remains open;
it is possible that the stronghold likely occupying
the spot of the later castle in the 11™ century was
entirely or largely made of wood.

CONCLUSION

The sword from the Voglajna can be counted
among the early examples of swords with Oake-
shott's type A pommels and dated to the 11 or
the first half of the 12t century. The findspot in
the vicinity of the topographically exposed and
strategically significant promontory of BeZzigrad
may not be a coincidence. It could indicate the ex-
istence of a post that provided direct control over
the communications between Carniola, Carinthia,
and Styria, but also significantly enhanced the
efficiency of the presumed early stronghold of
the Margrave of the Savinja March existing at the
same time on Zgornji Grad. Considering that the
sword is of an early form with a Type A pommel,
its owner may be a member of the original military
retinue of the margrave or one of the armed men
in the service of subordinate nobility who fitted
himself with high-quality products of the sword-
smiths from Franconia. The completely preserved
sword belongs to the category of water finds. The
data recorded on the findspot and the condition
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o najdiS¢u in stanje meca po konservatorski
obravnavi ne omogocajo dolo¢nejSega skle-
panja o okolis¢inah potopitve. Mogoca sta
tako nezelena, nakljuéna izguba npr. med
spopadom ali pre¢kanjem reke, kot namerno
dejanje s profanim ali simbolnim ozadjem.
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Geoportal ARSO - Geoportal Agencije Republike Slove-
nije za okolje, https://gis.arso.gov.si
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