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On March 3, 2023, the annual Croatian Symposium on Vascu-
lar Medicine - CROVASCULAR 2023 was held for the eighth
consecutive year in Zagreb, at the National Home Palace of the
Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts.

The symposium was organised by the Department of Medical Sci-
ences of the Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts, the Sestre
Milosrdnice University Hospital Centre Zagreb and the Croatian
Cardiac Society.

This symposium traditionally gathers numerous experts in the
field of vascular medicine to popularize angiology and raise aware-
ness about the prevention and treatment of vascular diseases. The
motto of the meeting was “holistic approach to the vascular pa-
tient”, and thus renowned cardiologists/vascular medicine special-
ists, interventional radiologists and vascular surgeons participated
and contributed to interesting discussions after each session.

In his opening speech, the chairman of the Organising commit-
tee and head of the Department of Vascular Diseases and Arterial
Hypertension at the Sestre Milosrdnice University Hospital Cen-
tre Zagreb, prof. Mislav Vrsalovi¢, spoke. Prof. Mislav Vrsalovi¢
emphasised the importance of early detection and treatment of
patients with polyvascular diseases, not only for improving the life
quality of patients, but also for reducing cardiovascular morbid-
ity and mortality. He stressed the importance of such meetings,
where paradigms from current guidelines are eagerly discussed
and included in everyday clinical practice. It is noteworthy that
the first Croatian Prospective Peripheral Artery Disease Registry
(CRO-PAD) was established at the Sestre Milosrdnice University
Hospital Centre in 20101-8. The purpose of this single-centre
prospective database was to assess risk factors, prognosticators,
cardiovascular and limb events, as well as to develop therapies and
improve patients’ healthcare and disease outcomes.

Figure 1. Dr Bjorn Dario Franjic, prof- Vinko Vidjak, acad. Zvonko Kusi¢, acad. Vida Demarin, acad. Davor Milicié, prof. Diana Delic-Brkljacié, prof. Mislav Visalovié, prof:
Ales Bline, prof- Davor Vagié, prof- Miljenko Kovaclevié, prof- Ljiljana Banfic, prof. Goran Krstalié (from left to right) in the Revival Hall, National Home Palace of the Croatian
Academy of Sciences and Arts (Zagreb) during 8" Croatian Symposium on Vascular Medicine - CROVASCULAR 2023.
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Acad. Vida Demarin opened the meeting on behalf of the Croa-
tian Academy of Sciences and Arts and expressed her satisfaction
with the great interest in the Croatian Vascular Symposium and in
vascular medicine in general. The president of the Croatian Car-
diac Society, acad. Davor Mili¢i¢ noted in his welcome speech that
significant progress has been made in the detection and treatment
of peripheral vascular diseases in recent years. Prof. Davor Vagi¢,
director of the Sestre Milosrdnice University Hospital Centre,
highlighted the hospital’s long tradition in vascular medicine in
his welcoming speech. He was also pleased that in 2022 the Sestre
Milosrdnice University Hospital Centre was appointed as the Re-
ferral centre for peripheral and polyvascular artery disease of the
Ministry of Health of the Republic of Croatia.

The symposium sessions covered almost the entire spectrum of
vascular medicine: prevention, diagnosis and treatment of periph-
eral arterial diseases, new findings in the field of venous throm-
boembolism, interventional and surgical treatment of the aorta,
peripheral arteries and veins. The lecturers and moderators were
eminent cardiologists, angiologists, vascular surgeons and inter-
ventional radiologists, from medical schools in Zagreb, Split, Ri-
jeka, Osijek and Ljubljana.

The state-of-the-art lecture was given by prof. Ales Blinc from the
University Clinical Centre in Ljubljana, entitled “Thalidomide use
in refractory arteriovenous fistulas”. One of the sessions was organ-
ized in collaboration with the Croatian Society for Vascular Surgery
and included the topics on aortic diseases. In addition, data on the
epidemiology of vascular diseases in Croatia was presented to the
Croatian cardiovascular community for the first time.

The last session was dedicated to challenging clinical scenarios and
diagnostic and therapeutic dilemmas in the field of peripheral ar-
terial and venous diseases.

In conclusion, prof. Vrsalovi¢ summarised the the most important
findings and invited all physicians interested in vascular medicine
to participate in the 9th Croatian Symposium on Vascular Medi-
cine - CROVASCULAR 2024.

WLECWL AN ML

-1t

RAD 556. Medical Sciences 62-63 (2023) : 119-120 www.rad-med.com

REFERENCES

1. Vrsalovic M, Vrsalovic Presecki A, Aboyans V. Cardiac
troponins predict mortality and cardiovascular outcomes in
patients with peripheral artery disease: A systematic review
and meta-analysis of adjusted observational studies. Clin
Cardiol. 2022;45(2):198-204.

2. Vrsalovi¢ M, Batini¢ T, Kos N. Gender differences in risk
factors and cardiovascular outcomes in symptomatic periph-
eral artery disease patients. Rad Hrvatske akademije znanosti
i umjetnosti. Medicinske znanosti. 2021;548(56-57):22-27.

3. Vrsalovic M, Aboyans V. Antithrombotic Therapy in
Lower Extremity Artery Disease. Curr Vasc Pharmacol.
2020;18(3):215-222.

4. Vrsalovi¢ M, Presecki AV. Atrial fibrillation and risk of
cardiovascular events and mortality in patients with sympto-
matic peripheral artery disease: A meta-analysis of prospec-
tive studies. Clin Cardiol 2017;40(12):1231-1235.

5. Visalovic M, Vucur K, Vrsalovic Presecki A, Fabijanic D,
Milosevic M. Impact of diabetes on mortality in peripheral
artery disease: a meta-analysis. Clin Cardiol 2017;40(5):287-
291.

6. Vrsalovi¢ M, Vucur K, Jelakovic B. Atrial fibrillation predicts
cardiovascular outcome in hypertensives with symptomatic
peripheral artery disease and preserved ejection fraction. J
Clin Hypertens (Greenwich) 2016;18(9):953-4.

7. Vrsalovi¢ M, Vucur K. Diabetes and critical limb ischemia:
the deadly duo in patients with symptomatic peripheral
artery disease. Acta Clin Croat 2016;55(2):240-245.

8. Vrsalovi¢ M, Vuéur K, Car B, Krémar T, Vrsalovi¢ Presecki
A. C-reactive protein, renal function, and cardiovascular
outcome in patients with symptomatic peripheral artery
disease and preserved left ventricular systolic function. Croat

Med J 2015;56(4):351-6.

June 2023 - Vol 556 = 62-63



