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Introduction: The implantation of a heart pacemaker or cardioverter-defibrillator brings with it several 
advantages, positive sides, but it also carries certain limitations, negative sides. It should be empha-
sized that the choice of device depends on the medical diagnosis, the specific needs of the patient 
and the clinical decision of the physician. Each patient is unique, so therapy and device selection are 
individually tailored to achieve the best possible care. The positive aspects of implantation these de-
vices are the preservation of a stable heart rhythm, prolongation of life, prevention of syncope, gives 
the patient individual therapy and the possibility of combining different therapeutic options. However, 
it is important to recognize the negative side of device implantation, such as the need for a surgical 
procedure during implantation, potential complications during the implantation procedure, regular 
check-ups of device, the possibility of improper stimulation, dependence on constant stimulation and 
device battery replacement.1

Case report: We present the case of a young patient who started treatment in another hospital, but due 
to complications that occurred during the therapy, the treatment continues at University Hospital Cen-
tre Rijeka. In the patient’s case, a cardioverter-defibrillator was implanted to identify and prevent life-
threatening arrhythmias. Although initially, after installation, the device recognized life-threatening 
arrhythmias and prevented sudden cardiac death, there were complications that highlighted the nega-
tive sides of the pacemaker and consequently negatively affected his quality of life.
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