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INTERNATIONAL PROVERB 
SCHOLARSHIP: AN UPDATED 
BIBLIOGRAPHY

For Melita Aleksa Varga and
Hrisztalina Hrisztova-Gotthardt

It is with much pleasure that I once again can present an annual 
bibliography of international proverb scholarship from around 
the world. It lists over four hundred publications that have ap-
peared primarily in 2023 but also at earlier dates. Even though I 
attempt to list as many new publications for each calendar year 
as possible, there are always still new discoveries to be made. 
Thus, the list includes articles and books that have only now 
been discovered. But “Better late than never”, as the proverb 
states so well.

It is with much joy that I have added hard copies of these 
publications to my International Proverb Archive here at the Uni-
versity of Vermont. This means that I register and read at least 
one new publication a day, quite an undertaking to be sure. It 
continues to amaze me how much is being published in our field 
of paremiology every year, a clear sign that there is much in-
ternational and interdisciplinary interest in proverbs, proverbial 
expressions, and other types of phraseological units worldwide. 
At times it is difficult if not impossible to obtain the publications, 
but it is certainly much appreciated when scholars send me their 
new publications as attachments. I don’t mind printing them out 
here to add them to the archive that now contains well over fif-
teen thousand publications that are ready to be used by welcome 
guests from anywhere. Of course, I must once again thank my 
good friend Pete Unseth from Dallas, Texas, for his untiring help 
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in hunting down articles from distant lands and languages. With-
out his diligence and expertise in computer searches this bibliog-
raphy would be quite a bit shorter indeed.

I have already stated that I regret having missed important 
scholarship in my previous bibliographies. I must admit that this 
is true even for some publications of such dear friends like Mel-
ita Aleksa Varga and Hrisztalina Hrisztova-Gotthardt. After be-
coming aware of this problem, they have been so kind as to send 
me the articles I had not registered, and I am so happy to list 
them in this bibliography. Of course, they know how thankful 
I am that they have taken over the editorship of our Proverbi-
um: Yearbook of International Proverb Scholarship. This is now 
already the third volume that they have edited and that has ap-
peared at the University of Osijek in Croatia. There is no doubt 
that under their superb editorship our Proverbium has become 
a truly superb professionally refereed annual publication. Their 
excellent and dedicated work mean the world to me, and it is a 
pleasure and honor to dedicate this annual bibliography to my 
two dear friends in recognition of their untiring work on behalf 
of the paremiological community.
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