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Drustvo za prevenciju i kontrolu infekcija povezanih sa
zdravstvenom skrbi (DPKIPZS) Hrvatske udruge medicin-
skih sestara (HUMS) osnovano je 15. studenog 2019. go-
dine na osnivackoj skupstini u Klinici za infektivne bolesti
,Dr. Fran Mihaljevi¢” u Zagrebu na inicijativu medicinskih
sestara za kontrolu bolnickih infekcija vecine zdravstvenih
ustanova u Republici Hrvatskoj. Tada je izabrano predsjed-
nistvo u sastavu predsjednice Martine Moceni¢, Opca bol-
nica Pula, potpredsjednice Ines Leto, Opca bolnica Zadar,
tajnice Jasenke Loncari¢, Opca bolnica Pula, te ¢lanica/cla-
nova lzvrinog odbora Jasminke Horvati¢, KBC Zagreb, Ma-
rije Culo, Klinika za infektivne bolesti ,Dr. Fran Mihaljevi¢”,
Zagreb, Morane Magas, Klinicki bolnicki centar Rijeka, Mi-
haele Kranj¢evi¢-S¢uri¢, Specijalna bolnica za medicinsku
rehabilitaciju Krapinske toplice; SveuciliSte Sjever, Varazdin,
Valentine Kos¢ak, Klini¢ka bolnica Dubrava Zagreb, Burde
Belec, Klinicka bolnica Merkur, Zagreb, Karmele Maslovara,
Opc¢a bolnica Vukovar, Nike Cara, Opc¢a bolnica Dubrovnik,
Nikoline Farci¢, KBC Osijek, Samire Festi¢, Specijalna bolni-
ca Medico, Rijeka, Ksenije Strelec, Op¢a bolnica Varazdin i
Zeljke Brodarec, Op¢a bolnica Sisak [1].

Misija i vizija Drustva

Misija i vizija Drustva proaktivno su poticanje kontinuirane
edukacije zdravstvenih djelatnika iz podru¢ja kontrole in-
fekcija povezanih sa zdravstvenom skrbi te trajno razvijanje
kulture sigurnosti bolesnika i zaposlenika s ciljem prevenci-
je nastanka infekcija povezanih sa zdravstvenom skrbi.

The Society for the Prevention and Control of Healthcare-
Associated Infections (SPCHAI) of the Croatian Nurses As-
sociation (CNA) was founded on November 15, 2019, at the
founding assembly at the University Hospital for Infectious
Diseases “Dr. Fran Mihaljevi¢” in Zagreb on the initiative of
nurses for the control of healthcare-associated infections in
most health institutions in Croatia. Then the presidency was
elected, consisting of: president Martina Moceni¢, General
Hospital Pula, vice-president Ines Leto, General Hospital Za-
dar, secretary Jasenka Loncari¢, General Hospital Pula, and
members of the Executive Board: Jasminka Horvati¢, Clinical
Hospital Centre Zagreb, Marija Culo, the University Hospital
for Infectious Diseases “Dr. Fran Mihaljevi¢”, Zagreb, Morana
Magas, Clinical Hospital Centre Rijeka, Mihaela Kranjcevi¢-
Séuri¢, Special Hospital for Medical Rehabilitation Krapinske
Toplice; University North, Varazdin, Valentina Kosc¢ak, Clini-
cal Hospital Dubrava, Zagreb, Burda Belec, Clinical Hospital
Merkur, Zagreb, Karmela Maslovara, General Hospital Vuk-
ovar, Niko Car, General Hospital Dubrovnik, Nikolina Farci¢,
Clinical Hospital Centre Osijek, Samira Festi¢, Special Hospi-
tal Medico, Rijeka, Ksenija Strelec, General Hospital Varazdin
and Zeljka Brodarec, General Hospital Sisak [1].

Mission and vision of the Society for the
Prevention and Control of Healthcare-
Associated Infections

The Society’s mission and vision are to proactively encour-
age the continuous education of healthcare workers in the
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SLIKA/FIGURE 1. Osnivacka skupitina, Zagreb, 2019./ Founding assembly, Zagreb, 2019

Povijest nastanka i razvoj Drustva

Vodstvo Hrvatske udruge medicinskih sestara u prosincu
1999. godine proslijedilo je pismo namjere svim zdravst-
venim ustanovama u Republici Hrvatskoj u kojem je opisa-
lo tadasnju misiju i viziju novoosnovane Sekcije za kontrolu
bolnickih infekcija medicinskih sestara, te je zdravstvenim
ustanovama dostavilo i pristupnice kako bi se zaintere-
sirane medicinske sestre mogle uclaniti u Sekciju. Nave-
dena Sekcija za kontrolu bolnickih infekcija osnovana je u
sije¢nju 2000. godine kad je aktivho zapocela s radom. Go-
dine 2000. izabrana su tijela Sekcije: predsjednica Jasminka
Horvati¢, KBC Zagreb, dopredsjednica Burda Markovi¢, KB
Dubrava, tajnica Branka Grguri¢, OB Sv. Duh i blagajnica
Ivona Bete, Klinika za traumatologiju. Prestankom aktivhog
rada Sekcije, cjelokupna se edukacija odvijala u organizaciji
Referentnog centra za bolnicke infekcije KBC Zagreb, koje
je objedinjavalo sve medicinske sestre za kontrolu bolnickih
infekcija. Naime, 2012. godine Ministarstvo zdravstva KBC
Zagreb imenovalo je Referentnim centrom za kontrolu
bolnickih infekcija. Tad je KBC Zagreb preuzeo organizaci-
ju provedbe edukacije za sve profile stru¢njaka u podrucju
kontrole infekcija, stoga je na taj nacin predsjednistvo
Sekcije svoje djelovanje preusmjerilo na suradnju s
predsjednistvom Referentnog centra. U razdoblju 2012.
- 2019. godine medicinske sestre za kontrolu bolnic¢kih in-
fekcija nisu imale svoje aktivno drustvo, no elektronickim
putem i na stru¢nim susretima tijekom edukacija razmjen-
jivale su znanja i i primjere najbolje klinicke prakse. lzmedu
ostalog, djelovale su u sklopu Drustva za kvalitetu HUMS-
a. Rukovodstvo navedene Sekcije bilo je iznimno aktivno u
svojem radu, posebice u provedbi edukacije organizacijom
niza tecajeva trajne edukacije prve kategorije [2].

Organizacija rada medicinskih sestara za
kontrolu bolnickih infekcija - prepoznatljivost
u zdravstvenom sustavu

Radna mjesta medicinskih sestara / tehnicara za kontrolu
bolnic¢kih infekcija zakonski su propisana od 1998. godine.

field of healthcare-associated infection control and the de-
velopment of patient and employee safety culture to pre-
vent the occurrence of healthcare-associated infections.

History of establishment and development of
the Society

In December 1999, the leadership of the Croatian Nurses As-
sociation forwarded a letter of intent to all healthcare institu-
tions in Croatia, in which it described the mission and vision
of the newly established Section for the Control of Hospital
Infections of Nurses and also provided application forms to
health care institutions so that interested nurses could join
the Section. The Section was founded in January 2000, when
it actively began its work. In 2000, the authorities of the Sec-
tion were elected: president Jasminka Horvati¢, Clinical Hos-
pital Centre Zagreb, vice-president Burda Markovi¢, Clinical
Hospital Dubrava, secretary Branka Grguri¢, General Hos-
pital Sveti Duh and cashier lvona Beta, Traumatology Clinic.
With the termination of the active work of the Section, the
entire education took place in the organization of the Refer-
ence Centre for Hospital Infections of Clinical Hospital Cen-
tre Zagreb, which united all nurses for the control of hospital
infections. In 2012, the Ministry of Health appointed Clinical
Hospital Centre Zagreb as the Reference Centre for Hospi-
tal Infection Control. Then, Clinical Hospital Centre Zagreb
took over the organization of the implementation of educa-
tion for all profiles of experts in the field of infection control.
Hence, the presidency of the Section redirected its activities
to cooperation with the presidency of the Reference Centre.
From 2012 to 2019, hospital infection control nurses did not
have their active society, but they exchanged knowledge
and best clinical practices electronically and at profession-
al meetings during education. They worked as part of the
Quality Society within CNA. The management of the men-
tioned Section was very active in its work, especially in im-
plementing continuous education by organizing a series of
first-category education courses [2].
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Danas broj medicinskih sestara za kontrolu bolnickih in-
fekcija ovisi o broju kreveta i vrsti bolesnika u zdravst-
venoj ustanovi, odnosno sadasnji Pravilnik o uvjetima i
nacinu obavljanja mjera za sprecavanje i suzbijanje bolnickih
infekcija propisuje jednu medicinsku sestru za kontrolu
bolnickih infekcija na 250 bolesnickih kreveta, bez obzi-
ra na to radi li se o akutnoj ili kroni¢noj bolnici, odnosno
o broju invazivne dijagnostike i specifi¢cnih medicinsko-
tehnicko-dijagnosti¢kih postupaka. Primjerice, europske
zemlje zaposljavaju jednu medicinsku sestru za kontrolu
infekcija na 100 akutnih bolnickih kreveta. Nadalje, Kanada
propisuje tri medicinske sestre za kontrolu infekcija na 500
bolesnickih akutnih kreveta. Pravilo prema kojem je jedna
medicinska sestra zaduZena za 250 kreveta bilo je propi-
sano u Europi prije trideset godina. Preporuka je Svjetske
zdravstvene organizacije jedan strucnjak za kontrolu infek-
cija na 100 akutnih bolesnickih kreveta. U skladu s nave-
denim, jedan je od ciljeva Drustva prikazati vaznost dostat-
nog broja sestara za kontrolu bolnickih infekcija kako bi se
taj broj uskladio s europskim standardom. Cilj je takoder or-
ganizirati i formalno uvesti tzv. sestre za vezu ili vezne sestre
u zdravstveni sustav obrazlazuci njihovu neizostavnu ulogu
u sustavu sigurnosti bolesnika [3].

Vazno je istaknuti da je u zdravstvenim ustanovama medi-
cinska sestra za kontrolu bolnickih infekcija prepoznata kao
medicinska sestra na poslovima za koje je potrebna visoka
stru¢na sprema. Naime, u srpnju 2022. godine donesena
je Uredba o izmjenama i dopuni uredbe o nazivima radnih
mjesta i koeficijentima sloZenosti poslova u javnim sluzbama
u kojoj se definira razina obrazovanja medicinske sestre
za sprecavanje, suzbijanje i kontrolu bolnickih infekcija, a
odnosi se na visoku stru¢nu spremu (magistra sestrinstva
/ diplomirana medicinska sestra) s pripadajué¢im koefici-
jentom koji iznosi 1,571. Nadalje, u veljaci 2024. godine do-
nesena je Uredba o nazivima radnih mjesta, uvjetima za ra-
spored i koeficijentima za obracun place u javnim sluzbama
(NN 22/24) prema kojoj je definirana razina obrazovanja i
polozaj magistre sestrinstva na poslovima sprecavanja, suz-
bijanja i kontrole bolnickih infekcija s pripadaju¢im koefici-
jentom od 2,45 [4].

Medicinske sestre za kontrolu bolnickih infekcija nasle su se
u sredistu zbivanja prije i tijekom pandemije COVID-19 (od
kraja 2019. pa do 2022. godine) putem edukacije o pravil-
noj primjeni osobne zastitne opreme (0Z0), dezinfekciji
i postupanju s oboljelima u svrhu borbe protiv pandemi-
je COVID-19. Potom se rad medicinske sestre za kontrolu
bolni¢kih infekcija manifestirao angazmanom u provedbi
cijepljenja protiv virusa COVID-19 i sezonske gripe, testi-
ranja na SARS-CoV-2, epidemioloskog pracenja obolje-
lih djelatnika i pacijenata te njihovih kontakata. Tijekom
pandemije, medicinske su sestre sudjelovale u rjesavanju
svakodnevnih brojnih problema i zapreka. Takoder su
sudjelovale i u arhitektonskom osmisljavanju prostora za
priviemene odjele za lije¢enje oboljelih od virusa COVID-19
(5, 6].

Osnivanjem Drustva, medicinske sestre za kontrolu infek-
cija dobile su profesionalnu potporu za daljnje aktivnosti s
ciljem jacanja strukture stru¢njaka u kontroli infekcija.

Work organization of nurses for the control of
hospital infections - recognition in the health
system

The positions of nurses/technicians for the control of hospi-
tal infection have been legally prescribed since 1998. Today,
the number of hospital infection control nurses depends on
the number of beds and the type of patients in the health
facility, i.e., the current Ordinance on the conditions and meth-
ods of carrying out measures for the prevention and control of
hospital infections prescribes one hospital infection control
nurse per 250 patient beds, regardless of whether it is an
acute or chronic hospital, or the number of invasive diagnos-
tics and specific medical-technical-diagnostic procedures.
For example, European countries employ one infection con-
trol nurse per 100 acute hospital beds. Furthermore, Canada
mandates three infection control nurses per 500 patient-
acute care beds. The rule stating that one nurse is respon-
sible for 250 beds was mandated in Europe thirty years ago.
The World Health Organization recommends having one in-
fection control specialist for every 100 acute patient beds.
In accordance with the above, one of the goals of our Soci-
ety is to demonstrate the importance of a sufficient number
of nurses for the control of hospital infections to bring this
number into line with the European standard. The goal is
also to organize and formally introduce the so-called liaison
nurses to the healthcare system, explaining their indispens-
able role in the patient safety system [3].

It is important to note that in healthcare institutions, hospi-
tal infection control nurses are recognized as nurses in jobs
that require a higher vocational education. In July 2022,
the Decree on Amendments and Supplements to the Decree
on Job Titles and Job Complexity Coefficients in Public Servic-
es was adopted. This decree specifies that nurses involved
in the prevention, suppression, and control of hospital in-
fections should have higher education, such as a master’s
degree in nursing or a graduate nurse diploma, with a cor-
responding coefficient of 1.571. Furthermore, in February
2024, the Regulation on job titles, scheduling conditions, and
salary calculation coefficients in public services was adopted
(Official Gazette 22/24), according to which the level of ed-
ucation and the position of a Master of nursing in the pre-
vention, suppression, and control of hospital infection with
a corresponding coefficient of 2.45 [4].

Hospital infection control nurses found themselves at the
center of events before and during the COVID-19 pandemic
(from the end of 2019 to 2022) through education on the
proper use of personal protective equipment (PPE), disin-
fection and treatment of patients for combat against the
COVID-19 pandemic. Then, the work of the hospital infec-
tion control nurse manifested itself in implementing vac-
cination against the COVID-19 virus and seasonal flu, test-
ing for SARS-CoV-2, and epidemiological monitoring of
sick employees and patients and their contacts. During the
pandemic, nurses participated in solving numerous every-
day problems and obstacles. They also participated in the
architectural design of spaces for temporary wards for the
treatment of patients with the COVID-19 virus [5, 6].

With the establishment of the Society, infection control
nurses received professional support for further activities
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Ciljevi Drustva

Primarni je cilj DPKIPZS-a prevencija nastanka infekcija
povezanih sa zdravstvenom skrbi te promocija sigurnosti
bolesnika, njegove obitelji i svih djelatnika u zdravstvenim
ustanovama. Sekundaran je cilj DPKIPZS-a povezati sve os-
obe ukljucene u sustav obrazovanja i rada medicinskih se-
stara s ciljem uvodenja kontinuirane i obvezne edukacije iz
navedenog podrucja rada.

Ostali se ciljevi nadovezuju na definirane i propisane ciljeve
i djelatnosti HUMS-a, od provedbe stru¢nog i znanstvenog
rada iz podrucja kontrole infekcija, izrade stru¢nih smjer-
nica i preporuka, do suradnje sa svim nadleznim tijelima
u zdravstvenom sustavu, posebno s Drzavnim Povjerenst-
vom za kontrolu bolnickih infekcija Ministarstva zdravstva
(MZ) te Referentnim centrom za kontrolu bolni¢kih infek-
cija, suradnje s obrazovnim ustanovama u RH u interesu se-
strinske profesije te suradnje s drugim sestrinskim, zdravst-
venim i srodnim udrugama koje se bave kontrolom infek-
cija u Hrvatskoj i inozemstvu [1, 2, 71.

Kontinuirana edukacija ¢lanova Drustva

Medicinske sestre za kontrolu bolnickih infekcija kontinuira-
no se educiraju pohadanjem kongresa, simpozija i te¢ajeva
koje organizira Referentni centar za kontrolu bolnickih in-
fekcija Ministarstva zdravstva (KBC Zagreb). Aktivno sudjel-
uju na predavanjima u sklopu stru¢nih druStava HUMS-a,
primjerice, Infektoloskog drustva, Drustva za kvalitetu i
Drustva za kirurske djelatnosti.

Nadalje, medicinske sestre za kontrolu bolnickih infekcija
aktivne su i u obrazovnom sustavu gdje poticu studente
preddiplomskih i diplomskih studija na odabir zavr$nog ili
diplomskog rada na temu kontrole infekcija. Putem nastave
nastoje promovirati vaznost implementacije programa za
kontrolu infekcija. Trenutno su tri medicinske sestre za kon-
trolu infekcija upisane na doktorski studij, stoga se potice i
izrada znanstvenih radova iz navedenog podrugja.

Aktivnosti drustva tijekom 2024. godine
1. Organizacija simpozija

DPKIPZS od svojeg osnivanja aktivno sudjeluje na kongres-
ima HUMS-a pod nazivom Sestrinstvo bez granica, a tijekom
13. Kongresa odrzanog 2024. godine, Drustvo je odrzalo
svoj 6. Simpozij. Simpozij je privukao oko sedamdeset su-
dionika, ukljucujuci petnaest predavaca. Odrzana su pre-
davanja koja su pruzila uvid u trenutna istrazivanja i razvoj
kontrole bolni¢kih infekcija unutar sestrinstva. Prikazani
su rezultati radova koji su istaknuli kvantitativne i kvalita-
tivne aspekte ove problematike. S obzirom na vremenska
ogranic¢enja u aktivnom dijelu programa, diskusija medu
stru¢njacima odrzana je u pauzama.

2. Organizacija tecaja 1. kategorije Osnove
prevencije i kontrole infekcija povezanih sa
zdravstvenom skrbi u zdravstvenoj njezi

U kontekstu sve vecih izazova u zdravstvenoj zastiti, pose-
bice u podru¢ju infekcija povezanih sa zdravstvenom skrbi,

aimed at strengthening the structure of infection control
specialists.

Goals of the Society

The primary goal of the SPCHAI is the prevention of infec-
tions related to healthcare and the promotion of the safety
of patients, their families, and all employees in healthcare
institutions. The secondary goal of the SPCHAI is to con-
nect all persons involved in the system of education and
work of nurses to introduce continuous and mandatory ed-
ucation in the specified field of work.

Further goals follow on from the defined and prescribed
goals and activities of CNA, from the implementation of
professional and scientific work in the field of infection
control, the development of professional guidelines and re-
commendations, to cooperation with all competent autho-
rities in the health system, especially with the State Commi-
ssion for Hospital Infection Control of the Ministry of Health
(MOH) and the Reference Centre for Hospital Infection Con-
trol, cooperation with educational institutions in Croatia
in the interest of the nursing profession, and cooperation
with other nursing, health and related associations dealing
with infection control in Croatia and abroad [1, 2, 71.

Continuous education of members of the
Society

Hospital infection control nurses receive continuous educa-
tion by attending congresses, symposia, and courses organi-
zed by the Reference Centre for Hospital Infection Control of
the Ministry of Health (Clinical Hospital Centre Zagreb). They
actively participate in lectures within the professional socie-
ties of CNA, for example, the Society of Infectology, the Qua-
lity Society, and the Society for Surgical Activities.

Furthermore, hospital infection control nurses are also active
in the educational system, where they encourage undergra-
duate and graduate students to choose a final or graduate
thesis on the topic related to infection control. They aim to
promote the importance of implementing infection control
programs through classes. Currently, three infection control
nurses are pursuing doctoral studies, prompting the encou-
ragement of scientific paper development in this field.

Activities of the Society during 2024

1. Symposium organization

Since its establishment, SPCHAI has actively participated in
HUMS congresses under the name Nursing without Borders,
and during the 13th Congress held in 2024, the Society held
its 6th symposium. The symposium attracted around se-
venty participants, including fifteen lecturers. Held lectures
provided insight into current research and development of
hospital infection control within nursing. The presented re-
sults of the works emphasized the quantitative and quali-
tative aspects of this issue. Due to time constraints in the
active part of the program, the discussion among experts
was held during breaks in the program.
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Hivatske udruge medicinskih sestara
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SLIKA/FIGURE 2. Clanovi Druitva na zavréetku Simpozija, Opatija, 2024. / Society members at the end of the Symposium, Opatija, 2024

DPKIPZS je organizirao drugi tecaj 1. kategorije i prvi medu-
narodni tecaj Osnove prevencije i kontrole infekcija povezanih
sa zdravstvenom skrbi u zdravstvenoj njezi. Tecaj je odrzan
29. veljace i 1. oZujka 2024. godine na Sveucilistu Sjever u
Varazdinu te je okupio niz stru¢njaka s fokusom na unap-
redenje prakse i politika koje $tite pacijente i zdravstvene
radnike od infekcija. Suorganizatori tecaja bili su: Hrvatska
komora medicinskih sestara, Sveuciliste Sjever, Sveucilisni
centar Varazdin, Klini¢ki zavod za klinicku mikrobiologiju,
prevenciju i kontrolu infekcija Klinickog bolni¢kog centra
Zagreb, Referentni centar Ministarstva zdravstva Republike
Hrvatske za bolnicke infekcije i Opca bolnica Varazdin. Te-
¢aj je odrzan pod pokroviteljstvom Ministarstva zdravstva
Republike Hrvatske, Varazdinske Zupanije i Grada Varazdi-
na.

Tecaj je bio namijenjen svim medicinskim sestrama i teh-
ni¢arima, bez obzira na stupanj zavrSenog obrazovanja, s
ciljem da stecena znanja primijene u praksi i tako izravno
doprinesu smanjenju infekcija povezanih sa zdravstvenom
skrbi i njihovih posljedica. Idejna je zacetnica Tecaja Miha-
ela Kranj¢evi¢ Séuri¢, magistra sestrinstva i medicinska se-

2. Organization of the 15t category course Basics of pre-
vention and control of healthcare-associated infections
in healthcare

In the context of increasing challenges in healthcare, espe-
cially in the area of healthcare-related infections, SPCHAI
organized the second course of the 1t category and the
first international course on the Basics of prevention and
control of healthcare-associated infections in healthcare. The
course was held on February 29 and March 1, 2024, at the
University North in Varazdin and brought together many
experts focusing on improving practices and policies that
protect patients and healthcare workers from infections.
The co-organizers of the course were the Croatian Cham-
ber of Nurses, the North University, University Center Va-
razdin, Clinical Institute for Clinical Microbiology, Preventi-
on and Control of Infections of the Clinical Hospital Centre
Zagreb, Reference Centre of the Ministry of Health of the
Republic of Croatia for Hospital Infections and General Hos-
pital Varazdin. The course was held under the auspices of
the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Croatia, Varazdin
County, and the City of Varazdin.

SLIKA/FIGURE 3. Predavaci i polaznici drugog te¢aja 1. kategorije i prvog medunarodnog te¢aja Osnove prevencije i kontrole infekcija povezanih sa
zdravstvenom skrbi u zdravstvenoj njezi, Varazdin, 2024. / Lecturers and participants of the second course of the 15t category and the first international
course Basics of prevention and control of healthcare-associated infections in healthcare, Varazdin, 2024
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stra za kontrolu bolnickih infekcija. Aktivno je sudjelovalo
130 polaznika, uz iznimno pozitivnu evaluaciju predavanja,
prakti¢nih vjezbi i timskog rada.

3. Promocija i obiljezavanje Svjetskog dana higijene
ruku

Obiljezavanje Svjetskog dana higijene ruku odvijalo se
u tjednu 6. - 10. svibnja 2024. godine u 3 klini¢ka bolni¢-
ka centra, 3 klinicke bolnice, 15 opcih bolnica, 1 privatnoj
poliklinici i jednom sveucilistu. Clanice Drustva prevele su
postere Svjetske zdravstvene organizacije (SZO) na hrvatski
jezik i prigodno ih postavile. Osigurane su i majice s logom
SZ0-a, DPKIPZS-a i HUMS-a, te fotografijom i porukom o
vaznosti higijene ruku.

SLikA/FIGURE 4. Obiljezavanje Svjetskog dana higijene ruku, Op¢a bol-
nica Pula, 2024. / Celebrating World Hand Hygiene Day, General Hospital
Pula, 2024

Zakljucak

Medicinske sestre za kontrolu i nadzor bolni¢kih infekcija
djeluju u sklopu Hrvatske udruge medicinskih sestara, kao
i u drugim formalnim organizacijama, od 2000. godine
(Drzavno Povjerenstvo za kontrolu bolnic¢kih infekcija Mini-
starstva zdravstva, Referentni centar za kontrolu bolni¢kih
infekcija Ministarstva zdravstva, brojne radne skupine
pri Ministarstvu zdravstva...). Posebno se istice sustavni
timski rad prozet bezuvjetnom i kolegijalnom stru¢nom
podrskom u razmijeni klinickih iskustava prilikom rjesavanja
brojnih izazova tijekom uspostave mjera vezanih za kontro-
lu infekcija. Redovito pohadanje, organiziranje i provedba
kontinuirane edukacije iz navedenog podrucja doprinijelo
je razvoju specificnih kompetencija medicinskih sestara za
kontrolu infekcija koje su danas prepoznate u zdravstven-
om sustavu.

The course was intended for all nurses and technicians, re-
gardless of the level of completed education, to apply the
acquired knowledge in practice, thus directly contributing
to the reduction of healthcare-related infections and the-
ir consequences. Mihaela Kranj¢evi¢ Séuri¢, master of nur-
sing and hospital infection control nurse, is the initiator of
the course. 130 participants actively participated, providing
extremely positive feedback on the lectures, practical exer-
cises, and teamwork.

3. Promotion and celebration of World Hand
Hygiene Day

The celebration of World Hand Hygiene Day took place in
the week of May 6-10, 2024, in 3 clinical hospital centers,
3 clinical hospitals, 15 general hospitals, 1 private polycli-
nic, and 1 university. The members of the Society transla-
ted World Health Organization (WHO) posters into Croatian
and placed them appropriately. T-shirts featuring the logos
of the WHO, SPCHAI, and CNA, along with a photo and a
message emphasizing the importance of hand hygiene,
were also provided.
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SLIKA/FIGURE 5. Petra Dukari¢ Toli¢, univ. mag. med. techn., Natalija
Kruhoberec, univ. mag. med. techn., Dijana Tuk, univ. mag. med. techn.;
fotografirano u Opcoj bolnici Varazdin, Sluzba za pluc¢ne bolesti i TBC
Klenovnik / Petra Dukari¢ Toli¢, MN, Natalija Kruhoberec, MN, Dijana Tuk,
MN; photographed at General Hospital Varazdin, Department of Pulmo-
nary Diseases and TBC Klenovnik

Conclusion

Nurses for the control and prevention of hospital infec-
tions have been working as part of the Croatian Nurses
Association, as well as in other formal organizations, since
2000 (State Commission for Hospital Infection Control of
the Ministry of Health, Reference Centre for Hospital Infec-
tion Control of the Ministry of Health, numerous working
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Nema sukoba interesa.
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placed on systematic teamwork and unconditional colle-
gial professional support in exchanging clinical experienc-
es to solve numerous challenges during the establishment
of infection control measures. Regular attendance, organi-
zation, and implementation of continuous education in the
mentioned area contributed to the development of specif-
ic competencies of nurses for infection control, which are
recognized today in the health system.
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