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The Roman army in the northwestern 
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Iz Senije, kao najvažnije morske luke u sjeverozapadnom dijelu Dalmacije, jedna je cesta preko Vrat-
nika išla u Avendo i Arupij poslije kojega je nastavljala na jugoistok u unutrašnjost Like, a jedan je 
odvojak skretao prema Sisciji. Cesta je u kasnome principatu bila važna jer su je u ime provincijske 
uprave nadgledali konzulski beneficijariji: jedan je epigrafski potvrđen u Avendu, a drugi u municipi-
ju Arupij. U Arupiju je žrtvenik Silvanu Silvestru posvetio Julije Vero, duplikarij i beneficijarij iz Četr-
naeste dvojne legije iz doba kasnoga principata. Riječ je tek o drugoj poznatoj epigrafskoj potvrdi o 
pripadanju namjesnikovih beneficijarija razredu duplikarija. Verova je postrojba jedna od onih podu-
navskih legija koje su često slale svoje vojnike, posebno beneficijarije, za službu u oficij namjesnika 
provincije Dalmacije. Sjeverno u Josipdolu i istočno u Golubiću također su djelovale beneficijarijske 
postaje, ali je epigrafski potvrđena i prisutnost legijskih centuriona i običnih legionara. Vjerojatno 
su rat protiv Kvada i Markomana početkom vladavine Marka Aurelija, oblikovanje pretenture Italije 
i Alpa te s njome u nekoj vezi osnivanje provincije Liburnije, uzrokovali postavljanja manjih vojnih 
posada na ključnim komunikacijskim točkama prema sjeveru. Prestankom ove opasnosti i nakon što 
je Liburnija prestala postojati kao provincija, vojska je i dalje nastavila boraviti na ovim točkama, 
vjerojatno i poslije završetka 3. stoljeća.

Ključne riječi:  natpis, beneficijarij, legija, Arupij, Dalmacija
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Beneficijarijev žrtvenik iz Arupija
U Prozoru u Lici je 1912. pronađen jednostavan 

posvetni žrtvenik (sl. 1) od vapnenca koji se 
čuva u Arheološkom muzeju u Zagrebu pod 
inventarnim brojem KS-962. Visina žrtvenika 
je 43 cm, širina 22 cm, a debljina 16 cm. Na 
natpisnome polju visine 22 cm su prilično 
nepravilna i mjestimično teško čitljiva slova 
visine između 2 i 2,5 cm. Natpis je raspoređen u 
šest redaka, prvi je redak uklesan na kruništu. 
Natpis glasi: S(ilvano) S(ilvestri) s(acrum) // 
Iu[l(ius)] Verus / dup(licarius) leg(ionis) XIIII 
/ gem(inae) b(ene)f(iciarius) co(n)s(ularis) /5 

p(ro) s(alute) s(ua) d(edicavit) / v(otum) s(olvit) 
l(ibens) m(erito) (Perinić 2020; ukratko također 
Cvetko 2022: 221, 222, kat. br. 358; v. i Lupa 
22684).

Julije Vero – duplikarij i namje-
snikov beneficijarij iz Četrnaeste 
dvojne legije

Žrtvenik je Silvanu Silvestru posvetio Julije 
Vero, duplikarij (duplicarius) i namjesnikov 
beneficijarij (beneficiarius consularis) iz 
Četrnaeste dvojne legije (Legio XIIII gemina). 
Legionarski natpisi s oznakom platnog razreda 
duplikarija izrazito su rijetki (Nelis-Clément 2000: 
65). Jedina epigrafska potvrda o pripadanju 
beneficijarija platnom razredu duplikarija do 
sada je bio samo natpis vojnika Pete makedonske 

Beneficiarius’ altar from Arupium
In 1912, a simple votive altar (Fig. 1) made of 

limestone was found in Prozor in Lika, which is kept 
in the Archaeological Museum in Zagreb under 
inventory number KS-962. The height of the altar 
is 43 cm, the width is 22 cm, and the thickness is 
16 cm. On the 22 cm high inscription field, there 
are rather irregular and in some places difficult 
to read letters between 2 and 2.5 cm high. The 
inscription is arranged in six lines, the first line is 
carved on the crenellation. The inscription reads: 
S(ilvano) S(ilvestri) s(acrum) // Iu[l(ius)] Verus / 
dup(licarius) leg(ionis) XIIII / gem(inae) b(ene)
f(iciarius) co(n)s(ularis) /5 p(ro) s(alute) s(ua) 
d(edicavit) / v(otum) s(olvit) l(ibens) m(erito) 
(Perinić 2020; briefly also Cvetko 2022: 221, 222, 
cat. no. 358; see also Lupa 22684).

Iulius Verus – duplicarius and 
governor’s beneficiarius from the 
Legio XIV Gemina

The altar was dedicated to Silvanus Silvester 
by Iulius Verus, duplicarius and governor’s 
beneficiarius of the Legio XIIII Gemina. Legionary 
inscriptions with the rank of duplicarius are 
extremely rare (Nelis-Clément 2000: 65). Until 
now, the only epigraphic confirmation of the 
beneficiarius belonging to the pay grade of 
duplicarius was the inscription of a soldier of the 
Legio V Macedonica from Tomis in Moesia Inferior 

From Senia, as the most important sea port in the northwestern part of Dalmatia, one road went to Avendo and 
Arupium via Vratnik, after which it continued southeast into the interior of Lika, and one branch turned towards 
Siscia. The road was important in the Late Principate because it was overseen by beneficiarii consularis on behalf 
of the provincial administration: one was epigraphically confirmed in Avendo, and the other in the municipium 
Arupium. In Arupium, the altar was dedicated to Silvanus Silvester by Iulius Verus, a duplicarius and beneficiarius 
from the Legio XIIII Gemina from the Late Principate era. This is only the second known epigraphic confirmation 
of the belonging of the governor’s beneficiarii to the pay grade of duplicarius. Verus’ unit is one of those Danu-
be legions that often sent their soldiers, especially beneficiarii, to serve in the governor’s office of the province 
of Dalmatia. To the north in Josipdol and to the east in Golubić, beneficiarii also operated in stationes, but the 
presence of legionary centurions and ordinary legionnaires is also confirmed epigraphically. It is likely that the 
war against the Quadi and Marcomanni at the beginning of the reign of Marcus Aurelius, the formation of the 
Praetentura Italiae et Alpium, and the establishment of the province of Liburnia in connection with it, caused the 
placement of smaller military garrisons at key communication points to the north. With the end of this danger and 
after Liburnia ceased to exist as a province, the army continued to stay at these points, probably even after the 
end of the 3rd century.

Key words: inscription, beneficiarius, legion, Arupium, Dalmatia
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legije (Legio V Macedonica) iz Tomija u Donjoj 
Meziji (Rankov 1986: 17–18).1 Vero je prvi dio 
svoje karijere proveo kao običan legionar, nakon 
čega je vjerojatno obavljao neku službu, možda 
onu teserarija (tesserarius) u platnome razredu 

1	 To je natpis CIL 3: 7550=CBFIR 618=EDCS-27800443=EDH HD043022: 
D(is) M(anibus) / P(ublius) Valerius Paca/tus mil(itavit) in leg(ione) 
V Mac(edonica) / b(eneficiarius) co(n)s(ularis) duplicarius / [---]. 
Rankov (1986: 26, 30, 289) se referira na natpis (CIL 8: 20251=CBFIR 
821=EDCS-26100374: Dis Mauris [Con]ser/vatoribus et Geniis / Satafis 
Sallustius / Saturninus b(ene)f(iciarius) dup(licarius) /5 ex qu(a)estio-
nario / templum de suo / exornavit / v(otum) s(olvit) l(ibens) a(nimo)) 
iz Mauretanije Cezarijanske. Ovaj natpis najvjerojatnije nema važnost 
za ovu raspravu jer nije sigurno da je Saturnin bio beneficijarij u na-
mjesnikovoj administraciji odnosno da je službu sudskoga ispitivača 
(quaestionarius) obavljao u namjesnikovom oficiju ili oficiju legijskoga 
legata (Rankov 1999a: 22, bilj. 53).

(Rankov 1986: 17–18).1 Verus spent the first part of 
his career as an ordinary legionnaire, after which 
he probably performed some office, perhaps that 
of a tesserarius in the pay grade of sesquiplicarius, 
which means that he received a salary one and a 

1	 That is the CIL 3: 7550=CBFIR 618=EDCS-27800443=EDH HD043022: 
D(is) M(anibus) / P(ublius) Valerius Paca/tus mil(itavit) in leg(ione) V 
Mac(edonica) / b(eneficiarius) co(n)s(ularis) duplicarius / [---]. Rankov 
(1986: 26, 30, 289) is referring to an inscription (CIL 8: 20251=CBFIR 
821=EDCS-26100374: Dis Mauris [Con]ser/vatoribus et Geniis / Satafis 
Sallustius / Saturninus b(ene)f(iciarius) dup(licarius) /5 ex qu(a)estionario 
/ templum de suo / exornavit / v(otum) s(olvit) l(ibens) a(nimo)) from Mau-
retania Caesariensis. This inscription is most likely not relevant for this 
discussion because it is not certain that Saturninus was a beneficiarius 
in the governor's administration, that is, that he performed the service of 
a quaestionarius in the governor’s officium or the officium of a legionary 
legate (Rankov 1999a: 22, n. 53).

Sl. 1 – Žrtvenik beneficijarija Julija Vera, uz dozvolu (Arheološki muzej u Zagrebu, 
inv. br. KS-962) (snimio: Igor Krajcar)
Fig 1 – The altar of beneficiarius Iulius Verus, with permission (Archaeological Museum 
in Zagreb, inv. no. KS-962)  (photo by: Igor Krajcar)
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seskviplikarija (sesquiplicarius) što znači da 
je primao plaću jedan i pol puta veću od plaće 
običnoga vojnika (za ostale položaje u legiji koji 
su vjerojatno pripadali razredu seskviplikarija 
v. Breeze 1971: 134, bilj. 51–52). Potom je 
napredovao na neki od položaja (optio, signifer, 
aquilifer, najvjerojatnije imaginifer) iz platnoga 
razreda duplikarija, što je podrazumijevalo 
plaću dvaput veću od plaće običnoga legionara. 
Legionar je mogao postati duplikarij obično 
nakon šest ili više godina provedenih u obavljanju 
nižerangiranih službi. Legionarske su karijere 
mogle imati različite načine odvijanja i različito 
vrijeme trajanja tako da je gotovo nemoguće 
odrediti postojanje jasnih pravila (Breeze 1971: 
131–135; 1974: 245, 267–278).2 

Vero je u jednome trenutku svoje karijere postao 
član namjesnikova oficija u kojemu je najvjerojatnije 
najprije služio kao frumentarij što je bila izvrsna 
kvalifikacija za beneficijarijsku službu (Austin, 
Rankov 1995: 202).3 Beneficijariji su najbrojniji 
namjesnikovi oficijali u razredu principala, rijetki 
od njih su nastavili napredovanje te ih je većina 
bila zadovoljna postizanjem ove službe u kojoj su 
dočekali završetak svoje karijere (Breeze 1974: 
269, 278; Bérard 2000: 289). Bili su nadstojnici 
namjesnikova domaćinstva (domicurius, 
domicurator), pomoćnici centuriona na čelu 
njegova stožera (adiutor principis praetorii), 
časnici na namjesnikovome sudu, provodili su 
istrage, uhićenja i smaknuća (Rankov 1999a: 
27–28; 1999b: 183), kao obnašatelji policijskih 
poslova primali su pritužbe o prijevarama 
i krađama. Iako su dio vremena proveli u 
namjesnikovu stožeru u glavnome gradu, djelovali 
su i u postajama čije se mreže u provincijama 
počinju razvijati od završetka 2. stoljeća (Austin, 
Rankov 1995: 195–204). U postaji su istovremeno 
mogla djelovati dvojica beneficijarija tijekom 

2	 Legijski je duplikarij u doba Septimija Severa (197.) primao godišnju 
plaću od 4800 sestercija, Karakala (212.) je iznos povećao na 7200 
sestercija, a Maksimin Tračanin (235.) ga je udvostručio nakon čega 
je iznosio 14 400 sestercija (Speidel 1992: 101). Jedini beneficijarij na 
službi u Dalmaciji za kojega se može nešto reći o prethodnoj službi bio 
je bivši opcion Klaudije Marko iz Narone (CBFIR 495=Matijević 2020: 
92–93, kat. br. 52; Ott 1995: 30; Nelis-Clément 2000: 123, 277, 368, 
432).

3 	 Frumentarij (frumentarius) je u oficiju bio rangiran ispod beneficijarija. 
Tijekom carskoga doba njihova je glavna zadaća bila prenošenje informa-
cija između cara i provincija, dvojica frumentarija uvijek su bila poslana u 
Rim, a jedan u namjesnikov oficij. U Rimu su boravili u posebnom logoru 
(Castra peregrina) i pripadali postrojbi (numerus frumentariorum) koja 
je imala vlastite časnike. Tijekom boravka u provincijskim metropolama 
izvršavali su namjesnikove zadaće, a dok su bili u Rimu sluižili su caru 
tako da su se bavili špijunažom, obavještajnim radom, izvršavali su aten-
tate, provodili uhićenja i pratili zatovrenike. Epigrafski je potvrđeno da 
su služili u postajama (stationes) u unutrašnjosti provincija, nadzirali 
sigurnost kamenoloma u Italiji i Egiptu, rudnika u Noriku, obnovu sve-
tišta u Delfima. Detaljnije o ovoj službi u kontekstu trojice frumentarija 
epigrafski potvrđenih u Dalmaciji, Matijević 2020: 39–40.

half times the salary of an ordinary soldier (for the 
other posts in the legion that probably belonged 
to the pay grade of sesquiplicarius, see Breeze 
1971: 134, n. 51–52). He was then promoted to one 
of the posts (optio, signifer, aquilifer, most likely 
imaginifer) from the pay grade of duplicarius, 
which means that he received twice the salary 
of an ordinary legionnaire. A legionnaire could 
become a duplicarius usually after six or more 
years spent in lower posts. Legionary careers 
could have different ways of unfolding and 
different durations so that it is almost impossible 
to determine the existence of clear rules (Breeze 
1971: 131–135; 1974: 245, 267–278).2

At one point in his career, Verus became the 
member of the governor’s office, where he 
most likely first served as a frumentarius, which 
was an excellent qualification for the service 
of beneficiarius (Austin, Rankov 1995: 202).3 
Beneficiarii are the most numerous governor’s 
officials in the rank of principalis, few of them 
continued their advancement and most of them 
were satisfied with the achievement of this post 
in which they saw the end of their careers (Breeze 
1974: 269, 278; Bérard 2000: 289). They were the 
heads of the governor’s household (domicurius, 
domicurator), assistants to the centurion in 
charge of his staff (adiutor principis praetorii), 
officers at the governor’s court, they conducted 
investigations, made arrests and executions 
(Rankov 1999a: 27–28; 1999b: 183), as police 
officers, they received complaints about fraud 
and theft. Although they spent part of their time 
in the governor’s headquarters in the capital, 
they also worked in stationes whose networks 
in the provinces began to develop from the end 
of the 2nd century (Austin, Rankov 1995: 195–
204). Two beneficiarii could work at the statio 

2	 The legionary duplicarius in the time of Septimius Severus (197) received 
an annual salary of 4,800 sesterces, Caracalla (212) increased the amount 
to 7,200 sesterces, and Maximinus Thrax (235) doubled it, after which it 
amounted to 14,400 sesterces (Speidel 1992: 101). The only beneficiarius 
in Dalmatia for whom something can be said about the previous service 
was the former optio Claudius Marcus from Narona (CBFIR 495=Matijević 
2020: 92–93, cat. no. 52; Ott 1995: 30; Nelis-Clément 2000: 123, 277, 368, 
432).

3	 In the office, the frumentarius was ranked below the beneficiarius. During 
the imperial era, their main task was the transmission of information be-
tween the emperor and the provinces, two frumentarii were always sent to 
Rome, and one to the governor’s officium. In Rome, they stayed in a special 
camp (Castra peregrina) and belonged to a unit (numerus frumentariorum) 
that had its own officers. During their stay in the provincial capitals, they 
carried out the tasks assigned to them by the governor, and while they were 
in Rome, they served the emperor by engaging in espionage, intelligence 
work, carrying out assassinations, arrests and escorting prisoners. It is 
epigraphically confirmed that they served in stationes in the interior of the 
provinces, supervised the safety of quarries in Italia and Egypt, mines in 
Noricum, and the restoration of the sanctuary in Delphi. More details about 
this service in the context of the three frumentarii epigraphically confirmed 
in Dalmatia, Matijević 2020: 39–40.
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polugodišnjega razdoblja, služba se mogla 
ponoviti jednom ili više puta u istoj ili u nekoj 
drugoj postaji (Nelis-Clément 2006: 288). Postaje 
su uglavnom bile smještene uz glavne cestovne i 
riječne komunikacije ili na osjetljivim prostorima 
nad kojima je namjesnik imao posebnu kontrolu, 
posebice kada su u pitanju bili gospodarski i 
politički interesi provincije (Nelis-Clément 2000: 
148–149). Nalaze se u blizini gradova, rudnika i 
vojnih logora, na carskim posjedima i prostorima 
pored granice (Ott 1995: 88–101). Beneficijariji 
su tijekom kriznih vremena kasnog principata bili 
od neprocjenjive vrijednosti zbog održavanja veze 
između namjesnika i provincijske vojske, nerijetko 
su djelovali kao jedini predstavnici središnje vlasti 
u mjestima svoje službe (Rankov 1999a: 27–29).4 
Posredovali su između domaćega stanovništva i 
provincijske uprave tijekom prikupljanja poreza i 
naplaćivanja carine, posebno tamo gdje nije bilo 
lokalnih elita (Šašel Kos 1995: 161–162; Ott 1995: 
129–149; Nelis-Clément 2000: 177, 217; 2006: 
290–291).5 Moglo bi se reći da su njihove zadaće 
bile fleksibilne i uvjetovane prostorom na kojemu 
su služili, njihovi su administrativni poslovi bili 
važniji od policijskih poslova, te su u njihovom 
obavljanju vjerojatno imali pomoć nekolicine 
drugih pojedinaca ili robova (Fuhrmann 2012: 
205–207).

U oficiju dalmatinskog namjesnika 
beneficijariji su najbolje dokumentirani 
službenici sa 76 epigrafskih potvrda od čega 
ih je 14 iz Salone što je najviše u odnosu na 
neki drugi lokalitet u provinciji (Matijević 2020: 
24). Od 15 beneficijarijskih postaja čak osam 
je smješteno na pravcu ceste Akvileja – Dirahij 
(Glavaš 2016: 11, 13).6 Dalmacija je tijekom 2. 
i 3. stoljeća bila provincia inermis zbog čega 
su namjesnici za obavljanje visokorangiranih 
službi u svome oficiju morali posuđivati 
legionare iz nekih susjednih provincija. 
Najčešće su dolazili iz legija smještenih u 
Gornjoj Panoniji, Donjoj Panoniji i Donjoj Meziji, 
u najmanjoj mjeri dolazili su iz legija u Dakiji. 
Vero je služio u Četrnaestoj dvojnoj legiji koja 
je od 117. godine do vremena kasne antike 
smještena u Karnuntu (Carnuntum) u Gornjoj 
Panoniji. Legija je davala svoje vojnike za službe 
u oficiju dalmatinskog namjesnika (Matijević 
2020: 60–61, 161–166). U Saloni su tijekom 

4	 Detaljno o distribuciji postaja u provincijama Ott 1995: 88–101.
5	 O beneficijarijima detaljnije sa navodima osnovne literature, Matijević 

2020.
6	 O smještaju postaja u Dalmaciji također Austin, Rankov 1995: 199. Ott 

(1995: 104) kaže da ih je bilo 18.

at the same time during the half-year period, 
the service could be repeated one or more times 
in the same or another statio (Nelis-Clément 
2006: 288). The stationes were mostly located 
along the main road and river communications 
or in sensitive areas over which the governor had 
special control, in particular when the economic 
and political interests of the province were at 
stake (Nelis-Clément 2000: 148–149). They were 
located near cities, mines and military camps, 
on imperial estates and border areas (Ott 1995: 
88–101). Beneficiarii during the crisis times of 
the Late Principate were of inestimable value for 
maintaining the connection between the governor 
and the provincial army, often acting as the only 
representatives of the central government in their 
places of service (Rankov 1999a: 27–29).4 They 
mediated between the local population and the 
provincial administration during tax and customs 
collection, especially where there were no local 
elites (Šašel Kos 1995: 161–162; Ott 1995: 129–
149; Nelis-Clément 2000: 177, 217; 2006: 290–
291).5 It could be said that their tasks were flexible 
and conditioned by the area where they served, 
their administrative tasks were more important 
than police tasks, and they probably had the help 
of several other individuals or slaves in performing 
them (Fuhrmann 2012: 205–207).

In the office of the Dalmatian governor, the 
beneficiarii are the best documented officials 
with 76 epigraphic confirmations, 14 of which 
are from Salona, which is the most compared to 
any other site in the province (Matijević 2020: 
24). Of the 15 stationes with beneficiarii, as 
many as eight are located on the road Aquileia – 
Dyrrachium (I. Glavaš 2016: 11, 13).6 During the 
2nd and 3rd centuries, Dalmatia was a provincia 
inermis, which is why governors had to borrow 
legionnaires from some neighboring provinces to 
perform high-ranking services in their officium. 
Most often they came from legions located in 
Pannonia Superior, Pannonia Inferior, and Moesia 
Inferior, to the smallest extent they came from 
legions in Dacia. Verus served in the Legio XIIII 
Gemina, which was located in Carnuntum in 
Pannonia Superior from the year 117 until the time 
of Late Antiquity. The legion provided its soldiers 
for service in the officium of the Dalmatian 
governor (Matijević 2020: 60–61, 161–166). 

4	 In detail about the distribution of stationes in the provinces, Ott 1995: 
88–101.

5	 More details about the beneficiarii with references to the basic literature, 
Matijević 2020.

6	 Also about the location of stationes in Dalmatia, Austin, Rankov 1995: 199. 
Ott (1995: 104) says there were 18 of them.
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kasnoga principata pokopani komentarijenz 
(CIL 3: 2015=Matijević 2020: 75, kat. br. 2)7 i 
spekulator (CIL 3: 9401=Matijević 2020: 77–78, 
kat. br. 8),8 a beneficijarij sredinom 2. stoljeća 
(AÉ 1979: 447 (1989, 607)= Matijević 2020: 78–
79, kat. br. 11). Vjerojatno su svojim službama 
bili vezani za namjesnikov oficij u gradu. Ostali 
beneficijariji postavili su posvetne natpise na 
mjestima gdje su djelovale beneficijarijske 
postaje. Vremenu kasnoga principata pripada 
žrtvenik iz Avenda (Avendo, Crkvina kod 
Brloga) (CIL 3: 10050=Matijević 2020: 85, 
kat. br. 25), Magna (Magnum, Balina Glavica u 
Umljanovićima) (CIL 3: 14957=Matijević 2020: 
88–89, kat. br. 35) i dva iz Dilunta (Diluntum, 
Stolac) (CIL 3: 8431=Matijević 2020: 93, kat. 
br. 55; CIL 3: 8435=Matijević 2020: 93, kat. 
br. 56), 209. godine je postavljen žrtvenik u 
Naroni (CIL 3: 1780=Matijević 2020: 92, kat. 
br. 51), 239. u Novama (Novae, Runović) (CIL 
3: 1911=Matijević 2020: 91, kat. br. 45), a 1. 
travnja 261. u Salvijama (Salviae, Halapić) 
(CBFIR 444=Matijević 2020: 102, kat. br. 82). 
Moglo bi se zaključiti da je legija kontinuirano 
od sredine 2. do sredine 3. stoljeća davala svoje 
vojnike za potrebe dalmatinske provincijske 
administracije. Međutim, postrojba je imala 
dvojaku vezu s Dalmacijom što potvrđuje 
prisutnost trojice njezinih vojnika u Saloni, 
vjerojatno pripadnika njezine veksilacije u 
nekom razdoblju kasnoga principata (Matijević 
2022: 152–154).

Verov natpis ne sadrži posebne databilne 
elemente, ali bi se zbog upotrebe pridjeva 
consularis njegov nastanak mogao smjestiti u 
vrijeme kasnoga principata (Syme 1968: 89; 
Rankov 1999a: 20–21, bilj. 39). Žrtvenik je posvetio 
Silvanu Silvestru, božanstvu popularnome u 
Panoniji, osobito među vojnicima (Mócsy 1974: 
251 i dalje; Perinić Muratović, Vulić 2009: 170–173; 
Perinić 2020: 425). Od 44 poznata beneficijarijska 
žrtvenika iz Dalmacije, čak 34 su posvećena 

7	 Komentarijenz (commentariensis) je bio visoko rangiran službenik pro-
vincijskog oficija, po važnosti su ga nadmašivali samo princeps pretorija 
(princeps praetorii) i kornikularij (cornicularius). Najvjerojatnije je čuvao 
dokumente o namjesnikovim aktivnostima (commentarii). Njihove prve 
epigrafske potvrde javljaju se do sredine 2. stoljeća, ne daju podatke o 
konkretnim zadaćama što se djelomično može dopuniti navodima iz nekih 
pisanih izvora; detaljnije o ovoj službi s naglaskom na jedinu epigrafsku 
potvrdu komentarijenza iz Dalmacije, Matijević 2020: 18.

8	 Spekulator (speculator) je u namjesnikovom oficiju bio rangiran ispod 
komentarijenza. Obavljao je mnoge zadaće od kojih je od sredine 2. 
stoljeća najpoznatija bila prenošenje poruka diljem provincije, ali i u 
Rim. Malobrojni epigrafski izvori potvrđuju ih na službama u postajama 
u Dalmaciji, Gornjoj Meziji i Daciji, u Donjoj Meziji obavljali su lokalne 
policijske zadaće i neke činovničko-pravosudne poslove; detaljnije 
o ovoj službi s naglaskom na devet natpisa spekulatora u Dalmaciji, 
Matijević 2020: 19.

During the Late Principate, a commentariensis 
(CIL 3: 2015=Matijević 2020: 75, cat. no. 2)7 
and a speculator (CIL 3: 9401=Matijević 2020: 
77–78, cat. no. 8),8 were buried in Salona, and 
a beneficiarius in the middle of the 2nd century 
(AÉ 1979: 447 (1989: 607)=Matijević 2020: 78–
79, cat. no. 11). They were probably tied to the 
governor’s officium in the city by their duties. 
Other beneficiarii erected votive inscriptions in the 
places where the stationes operated. To the time 
of the Late Principate belong the altar from Avendo 
(Crkvina near Brlog) (CIL 3: 10050=Matijević 
2020: 85, cat. no. 25), Magnum (Balina Glavica 
in Umljanović) (CIL 3: 14957=Matijević 2020: 88–
89, cat. no. 35) and two from Diluntum (Stolac) 
(CIL 3: 8431=Matijević 2020: 93, cat. no. 55; 
CIL 3: 8435=Matijević 2020: 93, cat. no. 56), 
in 209, an altar was erected in Narona (CIL 3: 
1780=Matijević 2020: 92, cat. no. 51), in 239 in 
Novae (Runović) (CIL 3: 1911=Matijević 2020: 91, 
cat. no. 45), and on April 1, 261 in Salviae (Halapić) 
(CBFIR 444=Matijević 2020: 102, cat. no. 82). It 
could be concluded that the legion continuously 
provided its soldiers for the needs of the Dalmatian 
provincial administration from the middle of the 
2nd to the middle of the 3rd century. However, the 
unit had a dual connection with Dalmatia, which is 
confirmed by the presence of three of its soldiers 
in Salona, probably members of its vexillatio in 
some period of the Late Principate (Matijević 
2022: 152–154).

Verus’ inscription does not contain specific 
datable elements, but due to the use of the 
adjective consularis, its creation could be placed 
in the time of the Late Principate (Syme 1968: 
89; Rankov 1999a: 20–21, n. 39). He dedicated 
the altar to Silvanus Silvester, a deity popular 
in Pannonia, especially among soldiers (Mócsy 
1974: 251ff; Perinić Muratović, Vulić 2009: 
170–173; Perinić 2020: 425). Of the 44 known 
beneficiarii altars from Dalmatia, as many as 34 
are dedicated to Iuppiter (IOM) alone or to Iuppiter 

7	 Commentariensis was a high-ranking official of the governor’s officium, 
surpassed in importance only by princeps praetorii and cornicularius. Most 
likely, he kept documents about the governor's activities (commentarii). 
Their first epigraphic confirmations appear until the middle of the 2nd 
century, they do not provide information about specific tasks, which can 
be partially supplemented by statements from some written sources; in 
more detail about this service with an emphasis on the only one epigraphic 
confirmation of commentariensis from Dalmatia, Matijević 2020: 18.

8	 Speculator was ranked below commentariensis in the governor’s officium. 
He performed many tasks, the most famous of which from the middle of the 
2nd century was the transmission of messages throughout the province, 
but also to Rome. Few epigraphic sources confirm that they served in 
stationes in Dalmatia, Moesia Superior and Dacia, in Moesia Inferior they 
performed local police tasks and some clerical-judicial work; in more detail 
about this service with an emphasis on nine inscriptions of speculatores in 
Dalmatia, Matijević 2020: 19.
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Jupiteru (IOM) samome ili Jupiteru i još nekome 
božanstvu i tako čine gotovo 80 % svih posveta.9 
Od preostalih deset žrtvenika samo je jedan 
posvećen Silvanu i to onaj pripadnika Četrnaeste 
dvojne legije iz Nova datiran u 239. godinu.

Beneficijarijska postaja pored 
Arupija?

Arupij (Arupium) je tijekom carskoga doba bio 
vrlo značajno naselje na japodskom prostoru 
i središte zajednice Arupina. Nalazio se na 
dvojnoj gradini Mali i Veliki Vital u Prozoru pored 
Otočca. Osvojio ga je Oktavijan tijekom rata 
između 35. i 33. g. pr. Kr., nije ga razorio nego je 
Arupinima dopustio da u njemu nastave živjeti uz 
uvjet da prihvate rimsku upravu. Tako su učinili, 
te je gradina dobila trostruke zidine unutar 
kojih se razvilo naselje s kućama. Rimljani su u 
podnožju gradine podigli svoje naselje (Bakarić 
2017b: 66–68). Najstariji pokazatelj gradske 
autonomije je natpis (CIL 3: 3006) iz 97. godine 
kojega je caru Nervi postavilo gradsko vijeće. 
Osnivanje municipija se vjerojatno dogodilo 
ranije, odnosno tijekom vladavine Flavijevaca. 
Iako se o stanovništvu ne može mnogo reći, 
rijetki epigrafski izvori potvrđuju stanovnike 
s getilicijem Iulius, Claudius, Flavius i Aelius, 
Octavius i Vitellius.10 Gradsko vijeće postavilo 
je počasne natpise i cezaru Marku Aureliju 
(145. – 161.), carevima Gordijanu III. (238. – 
244.), Deciju (249. – 251.) i Florijanu (276.) (CIL 
3: 3007; ILIug 3: 1812; CIL 3: 10048, 15086; 
Wilkes 1969: 265–266).11 Osim Mitre, na širem 
prostoru Arupija potvrđeno je štovanje Jupitera 
i Herkula (Beck 1984; Rendić-Miočević 2015: 
406; Perinić 2020: 425). Trgovac parfemima 
(seplesiarius) Tit Flavije Marcel pokopan 
je u sarkofagu u Arupiju najkasnije krajem 
Hadrijanovog razdoblja (Cambi 2003: 98–103). 
Njegova prisutnost mogla bi se uzeti kao dokaz 
razvijene trgovine na ovome prostoru (Glavaš 
2010: 15). Osim trgovine, gospodarsku je 
važnost Arupiju davalo postojanje kamenoloma 
na Velikom Vitalu s kapacitetima dovoljnima 
za proizvodnju monumentalnih spomenika 
(Glavičić 2008: 154; Cambi 2010: 20).

9	 To je značajno više od prosjeka u Carstvu u kojemu je oko 56 % benefici-
jarijskih posveta upućeno Jupiteru (Nelis-Clément 2000: 32). Malo više 
o posvetnim natpisima dalmatinskih oficijala v. Matijević 2020: 6.

10	 Nije vjerojatno da su stanovnici Arupija dobili gradsku autonomiju tijekom 
Augustova vladanja, kao što se ne može tvrditi da CIL 3: 10046 datira u 
Augustovo doba (Alföldy 1965: 160).

11	 Alföldy (1965) i Wilkes (1969) ne spominju natpis Gordijana III. (ILIug 3: 
1812) koji je monumentalniji od ostalih s visinom od 1,91 m, za fotografiju 
v. Lupa 22336.

and another deity and thus make up almost 80% 
of all dedications.9 Of the remaining ten votive 
altars, only one was dedicated to Silvanus, that of 
a member of the Legio XIIII Gemina from Novae, 
dated in the year 239.

The statio of beneficiarii near 
Arupium?

During the imperial era, Arupium was a very 
important settlement in the Iapodean territory and 
the center of the Arupini community. It was located 
on the double fortress Mali and Veliki Vital in Prozor 
next to Otočac. It was conquered by Octavian 
during the war between 35 and 33 BC, he did not 
destroy it but allowed the Arupini to continue living 
there on the condition that they accept Roman 
administration. They did so, and the fortress got 
triple walls, within which a settlement with houses 
developed. The Romans built their settlement at the 
foot of the hill (Bakarić 2017b: 66–68). The oldest 
indicator of the city’s autonomy is the inscription (CIL 
3: 3006) from the year 97, which was erected by the 
city council to Emperor Nerva. The establishment of 
the municipium probably happened earlier, that is, 
during the reign of the Flavians. Although not much 
can be said about the population, rare epigraphic 
sources confirm inhabitants with the getilicia 
Iulius, Claudius, Flavius and Aelius, Octavius and 
Vitellius.10 The city council also placed honorary 
inscriptions to Caesar Marcus Aurelius (145–161), 
emperors Gordian III (238–244), Decius (249–251) 
and Florian (276) (CIL 3: 3007; ILIug 3: 1812; CIL 3: 
10048, 15086; Wilkes 1969: 265–266).11 In addition 
to Mithras, the worship of Iuppiter and Hercules 
was confirmed in the wider area of Arupium (Beck 
1984; Rendić-Miočević 2015: 406; Perinić 2020: 
425). The perfume merchant (seplesiarius) Titus 
Flavius Marcellus was buried in a sarcophagus 
in Arupium at the latest at the end of the Hadrian 
period (Cambi 2003: 98–103). Its presence could 
be taken as evidence of developed trade in this area 
(Glavaš 2010: 15). In addition to trade, the economic 
importance of Arupium was given by the existence 
of a stone quarry on Veliki Vital with capacities 
sufficient for the production of large monuments 
(Glavičić 2008: 154; Cambi 2010: 20).

9	 This is significantly higher than the average in the Empire where about 56% of the 
beneficiarii dedications are directed to Iuppiter (Nelis-Clément 2000: 32). A little 
more about the votive inscriptions of Dalmatian officiales, see Matijević 2020: 6.

10	 It is not likely that the inhabitants of Arupium were granted city autonomy 
during the reign of Augustus, just as it cannot be argued that CIL 3: 10046 
dates to the time of Augustus (Alföldy 1965: 160).

11	 Alföldy (1965) and Wilkes (1969) do not mention the Gordian III inscription 
(ILIug 3: 1812) which is more monumental than the others with a height of 
1.91 m, for the photograph see Lupa 22336.
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Koliko je poznato, na prostoru Like samo je 
Arupij imao municipalni status, za razliku od 
Monetija (Monetium, vjerojatno Humac pored 
Brinja), Avenda, Epidotija (Epidotium, vjerojatno 
Kvarte), Ausunkalija (Ausuncalio, vjerojatno 
Medak) i Anka (Ancus, vjerojatno Stražbenica 
kod Vrepca) koji ga nikada nisu dobili (Glavičić 
2008: 154; za ubikaciju ovih lokaliteta Bakarić 
2017a: 36). Važnost Arupija nesumnjivo je 
dobrim dijelom proizlazila iz njegova položaja u 
zaleđu Senije. Senija je plovnim putem povezana 
s naseljima na otocima Krku i Cresu (Zaninović 
2005: 6, 16–17), najvažnija je luka i trgovačko 
središte na sjeverozapadnoj obali rimske 
Dalmacije gdje je od sredine 2. stoljeća djelovao 
carski carinski ured za Ilirik (publicum portorium 
Illyrici) (Glavičić 1994: 51–54) kojim su 
obuhvaćene sve podunavske provincije odnosno 
prostor od Alpa do Crnoga mora (Wilkes 1969: 
126, 201). Iako u gradu nije dokazana prisutnost 
aktivnih vojnika, postoji mogućnost da je u 
Seniji tijekom kasnoga principata služio veteran 
Valerije Valerijan iz Četrnaeste dvojne legije 
(AÉ 1980: 686 (1981: 701)=EDH HD005747; 
Matijević 2022: 154). Senija je preko Vratnika 
cestom povezana s japodskom unutrašnjošću i 
Panonijom (Glavaš 2010: 5–18). U Žutoj Lokvi, 
otprilike 15 km u njezinom zaleđu, otkriven je 
objekt koji je funkcionirao od početka 1. stoljeća 
do sredine 2. stoljeća (Ožanić Roguljić, Kolak 
2018: 115–119), možda kao cestovna postaja 
ili postaja za zamjenu konja (Ožanić Roguljić 
2023). Jedna je cestovna komunikacija iz ove 
točke vjerojatno išla na sjever prema Brinjama 
(Glavaš 2010: 12; Glavičić, Cambi 2017: 14–15), 
a druga na jugoistok prema Avendu i Arupiju. 
Deset milja jugoistočno od Arupija na mjestu 
putne postaje Bibium odvojak ceste skretao je 
prema Sisciji, a glavni pravac nastavljao je na 
jug prema Epidotiju i Ausunkaliju te dalje prema 
južnom Velebitu (Glavaš 2015: 109–111, 205–
208, sl. 97). Osobitu stratešku vrijednost imala 
je cesta prema Sisciji, jednome od najvažnijih 
čvorišta putova u obje Panonije (Bojanovski 
1984: 155, 229–230). Dodatna potvrda velike 
važnosti ovoga dijela ceste Akvileja – Dirahij 
(Petrović 2019: 253) je djelovanje beneficijarijske 
postaje u Avendu (Glavaš 2016: 18; Matijević 
2020: 29) u kojoj je služio Julije Sekstilije iz 
Četrnaeste dvojne legije.12 Postaja nije morala 

12	 CIL 3: 10050=Matijević 2020: 85, kat. br. 25: I(ovi) O(ptimo) M(aximo) 
/ Iul(ius) Sexti/lius b(eneficiarius) co(n)s(ularis) / <e>x leg(ione) XIIII /5 
gem(ina) / [v(otum) s(olvit) l(ibens) m(erito)].

As far as is known, in the area of Lika only Arupium 
had municipal status, in contrast to Monetium 
(probably Humac near Brinje), Avendo, Epidotium 
(probably Kvarte), Ausuncalio (probably Medak) 
and Ancus (probably Stražbenica near Vrebac) 
who never received it (Glavičić 2008: 154; for the 
location of these sites Bakarić 2017a: 36). The 
importance of Arupium undoubtedly stemmed 
largely from its position in the hinterland of Senia. 
Senia is connected by waterway to the settlements 
on the islands of Krk and Cres (Zaninović 2005: 
6, 16–17), it is the most important port and trade 
center on the northwestern coast of Roman 
Dalmatia, where the imperial customs office for 
Illyricum (publicum portorium Illyrici) operated 
from the middle of the 2nd century (Glavičić 1994: 
51–54) which included all the Danube provinces, 
i.e. the area from the Alps to the Black Sea (Wilkes 
1969: 126, 201). Although the presence of active 
soldiers in the city has not been proven, there is a 
possibility that the veteran Valerius Valerianus of 
the Legio XIIII Gemina served in Senia during the 
Late Principate (AÉ 1980: 686 (1981: 701)=EDH 
HD005747; Matijević 2022: 154). Senia is 
connected to the interior of Iapodia and Pannonia 
via Vratnik by road (Glavaš 2010: 5–18). In Žuta 
Lokva, approximately 15 km in its hinterland, an 
object was discovered that functioned from the 
beginning of the 1st century to the middle of the 
2nd century (Ožanić-Roguljić, Kolak 2019: 115–
119), perhaps as a road station or a station for 
changing horses (Ožanić-Roguljić 2023). One 
road communication from this point probably 
went to the north towards Brinje (Glavaš 2010: 
12; Glavičić, Cambi 2017: 14, 15), and the other 
to the southeast towards Avendo and Arupium. 
Ten miles southeast of Arupium, at the Bibium 
road station, the road branched off towards 
Siscia, and the main route continued south 
towards Epidotium and Ausuncalio and further 
towards southern Velebit (Glavaš 2015: 109–111, 
205–208, Fig. 97). The road to Siscia, one of the 
most important crossroads in both Pannonia, 
had a special strategic value (Bojanovski 1984: 
155, 229, 230). Additional confirmation of the 
great importance of this part of the Aquileia–
Dyrrachium road (Petrović 2019: 253) is the 
activity of the statio with beneficiarii in Avendo 
(Glavaš 2016: 18; Matijević 2020: 29) where Iulius 
Sextilius of the Legio XIIII Gemina served.12 The 

12	 CIL 3: 10050=Matijević 2020: 85, cat. no. 25: I(ovi) O(ptimo) M(aximo) 
/ Iul(ius) Sexti/lius b(eneficiarius) co(n)s(ularis) / <e>x leg(ione) XIIII /5 
gem(ina) / [v(otum) s(olvit) l(ibens) m(erito)].
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podrazumijevati objekt u kojemu su radili nego 
prisutnost beneficijarija na nekom prostoru 
(Fuhrmann 2012: 205).

Karakter rimske vojne prisutnosti 
u sjeverozapadnom dijelu 
provincije Dalmacije

Sjeverno od Arupija je Josipdol, pored 
kojega je na gradini Viničici u rimsko doba 
vjerojatno bilo naselje Metulum za kojega 
se drži da je do kraja 3. stoljeća postao 
municipij (Wilkes 1969: 290; Olujić 2007a: 
123–127; 2007b; Balen-Letunić, Perkić 2017: 
72–73).13 Taj se zaključak temelji isključivo 
prema sadržaju natpisa na žrtveniku kojega 
je tamo tijekom Dioklecijanove vladavine 
Jupiteru posvetio centurion Aurelije Maksim 
iz Druge legije pomoćnice (Legio II adiutrix) 
(CIL 3: 10060=EDH HD055356). Posvetu 
istome božanstvu učinio je i centurion Aurelije 
Salvijan iz Trinaeste dvojne legije (Legio XIII 
gemina) (ILIug 3: 3122=EDH HD035005). U 
blizini je djelovala beneficijarijska postaja 
(Matijević 2020: 21, 29–30) u kojoj je služio 
bivši frumentarij i aktivni beneficijarij Marko 
Aurelije Aurelijan (CIL 3: 10057=Matijević 
2020: 86, kat. br. 27). Uz nju je svojom službom 
najvjerojatnije bio vezan i spekulator Aurelije 
Valerijan iz Jedanaeste klaudijevske legije 
(Legio XI Claudia) koji je posvetio žrtvenik 
numenu cara Gordijana III. (238. – 244.) (CIL 
3: 3021 (10058)=Matijević 2020: 78, kat. br. 
9). Istočno od Arupija je Golubić kod Bihaća, 
vjerojatno rimski Raetinium (Domić Kunić 2017: 
96).14 Ovdje je tijekom kasnoga principata 
pokopan vojnik Aurelije Rufo iz Druge legije 
pomoćnice (CIL 3: 10036=EDH HD061849) i 
vojnik iz nepoznate legije (CIL 3: 15067=EDH 
HD058266), a južnije u obližnjoj Brekovici 
otkrivena je stela veterana Lucija Lentidija 
Saturnina (CIL 3: 10036a (13272)=EDH 
HD056469) iz 3. stoljeća (Lozić 2021: 87–88) 
za kojega je teško sa sigurnošću reći kojoj je 
legiji pripadao.15 Moglo bi se pretpostaviti da 

13	 O argumentima protiv ovakve ubikacije Metula, te njegovome municipal-
nom statusu, v. Cesarik, Kramberger 2018: 109, bilj. 20.

14	 O argumentima protiv takve ubikacije Retinija, v. Cesarik 2020: 34–35, 
291–292.

15	 Na završetku 4. i početku 5. retka uklesana su slova (LEG · P · I /5 P · F ·) koja 
označavaju ime legije. U CIL-u nije dano rješenje nego je citiran Patsch 
(1893: 85) koji je pretpostavio da je riječ o Prvoj italskoj legiji (P(rima) 
It(alica) p(ia) f(idelis)), Betz (1938: 71, br. 188) je smatrao da je to neka 
legija s rednim brojem jedan, EDH predlaže restituciju imenom Prve Mi-
nervija legije (Legio I Minervia), EDCS-30400554 bez zadrške navodi da 

statio did not have to mean the facility where they 
worked, but the presence of beneficiarii in some 
area (Fuhrmann 2012: 205).

The character of the Roman 
military presence in the 
northwestern part of the province 
of Dalmatia

North of Arupium is Josipdol, next to which, 
atop the hillfort of Viničica, there likely existed 
the settlement of Metulum in Roman times, 
which is believed to have become a municipium 
by the end of the 3rd century (Wilkes 1969: 290; 
Olujić 2007a: 123–127; 2007b; Balen-Letunić, 
Perkić 2017: 72–73).13 This conclusion is based 
solely on the content of the inscription on the 
altar dedicated to Iuppiter by the centurion 
Aurelius Maximus from the Legio II Adiutrix 
during the reign of Diocletian (CIL 3: 10060=EDH 
HD055356). Centurion Aurelius Salvianus from 
the Legio XIIII Gemina also made a dedication to 
the same deity (ILIug 3: 3122=EDH HD035005). 
A statio operated nearby (Matijević 2020: 21, 
29–30) where former frumentarius and active 
beneficiarius Marcus Aurelius Aurelianus served 
(CIL 3: 10057=Matijević 2020: 86, cat. no. 27). 
The speculator Aurelius Valerianus from the 
Legio XI Claudia was most likely connected to 
her by his service, who dedicated the altar to 
the numen of Emperor Gordian III (238–244) 
(CIL 3: 3021 (10058)=Matijević 2020: 78, cat. 
no. 9). To the east of Arupium is Golubić near 
Bihać, probably Roman Raetinium (Domić Kunić 
2017: 96).14 During the Late Principate, the 
soldier Aurelius Rufus from the Legio II Adiutrix 
(CIL 3: 10036=EDH HD061849) and a soldier 
from an unknown legion (CIL 3: 15067=EDH 
HD058266) were buried here, and further south 
in nearby Brekovica, the stele of the veteran 
Lucius Lentidius Saturninus (CIL 3: 10036a 
(13272)=EDH HD056469) from the 3rd century 
was discovered (Lozić 2021: 87–88), for whom 
it is difficult to say for sure which legion he 
belonged to.15 It could be assumed that the 

13	 On the arguments against this location of Metulum, and its municipal sta-
tus, see Cesarik, Kramberger 2018: 109, n. 20.

14	 On the arguments against such ubication of Raetinium, see Cesarik 2020: 
34–35, 291–292.

15	 The letters carved at the end of the 4th and the beginning of the 5th line (LEG 
· P · I /5 P · F ·) indicate the name of the legion. In CIL, no solution was given, 
but Patsch (1893: 85) was cited, who assumed that it was the Legio I Italica 
(P(rima) It(alica) p(ia) f(idelis)), Betz (1938: 71, no. 188) believed that it was 
a legion with the serial number one, EDH suggests restitution with the name 
of the Legio I Minervia, EDCS-30400554 states without reservation that 
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je u blizini bilo mjesto njegove vojne službe. 
Posvetni žrtvenik beneficijarija Licinija(?) 
Galbe iz Prve legije pomoćnice (Legio I adiutrix) 
(CIL 3: 15066=Matijević 2020: 85, kat. br. 26) 
ukazuje da je i tu djelovala beneficijarijska 
postaja (Bojanovski 1988: 312–315; Glavaš 
2016: 31; Matijević 2020: 29). Vjerojatno su 
centurioni na službi kod Josipdola i vojnici 
pored Golubića djelovali u sprezi s lokalnim 
beneficijarijskim postajama (Nelis-Clément 
2006: 287; France, Nelis-Clément 2014; Kolb, 
Zingg 2016: 12–13), pod uvjetom da su svi 
na tim mjestima istodobno boravili. Pomalo 
je začuđujuće što u ovome dijelu provincije 
nema niti jedne epigrafske potvrde pripadnika 
pomoćnih postrojbi iz vremena kasnoga 
principata (cohors I Belgarum, III Alpinorum, 
VIII Voluntariorum civium Romanorum, I 
milliaria Delmatarum, II milliaria Delmatarum) 
koje su tada boravile u Dalmaciji (Alföldy 1987: 
245–247, 249, 251–252, 254–255). Doduše, 
iz Golubića potječe posvetni žrtvenik (CIL 3: 
10033=EDH HD052279) bivšega dekuriona 
i veterana ale Klaudije Nove (Ala Claudia 
Nova), najvjerojatnije povratnika u rodni kraj 
nakon otpusta iz aktivne vojne službe tijekom 
flavijevskog doba (Cesarik 2020: 291–292).

Namjesnikova je odgovornost bila održavanje 
i nadzor komunikacijskih pravaca, nadgledanje 
prijevoza ljudi i dobara. U malim je naseljima 
za određene zadaće bio dovoljan jedan vojnik, 
dok je na većim prostorima, ponajprije u 
onima od ekonomske važnosti i na značajnim 
prometnim sjecištima, obično služio centurion 
(Nelis-Clément 2000: 176–177).16 Vojska je 

je riječ o Prvoj italskoj legiji što je učinio i Absil (2000: 231, 234) u svojem 
sintetskom tekstu o ovoj postrojbi. Natpis je uzeo kao dokaz da je Prva 
italska bila felix, victrix et pia iako pored njezina imena nema traga slovu 
V(ictrix) što jasno pokazuje fotografija (Lupa 23736). Nije neobično da 
se na natpisima brojčani dio imena postrojbe upiše slovima, kao što je to 
primjerice učinjeno na natpisima pripadnika Prve italske legije iz Salone 
(ILIug 3: 2087: PRIM(a); CIL 3: 2010 (8576): PRI(ma)). Saturnin je vjero-
jatno pripadao ovoj postrojbi koja je, uz iznimku nekolicine beneficijarija, 
u Dalmaciji epigrafski evidentirana isključivo u Saloni (Matijević 2020: 
60–61, 162–166; 2022: 159–167).

16	 Korespondencija između Trajana i Plinija Mlađega, namjesnika Bitinije, 
jasno pokazuje carevo protivljenje raspoređivanju manjega broja vojnika 
na nekim mjestima u unutrašnjosti provincije zbog straha od razbijanja 
kohezije njihovih matičnih postrojbi. Paradoksalno je da se upravo od 
njegova vremena vojnici sve češće upotrebljavaju u policijske svrhe. 
Primjerice, stationarii su obični vojnici za razliku od regionarija (regio-
narius) koji su centurioni (Fuhrmann 2012: 157, 162–163, 194, 207–213, 
222–224). Koje su zadaće vojnici obavljali i kako su komunicirali s nadre-
đenima i međusobno pokazuju nalazi iz prezidija Didymoi (danas Khashm 
el-Menih) na cesti Koptos – Berenike u egipatskoj Istočnoj pustinji. U 
njemu je služila nekolicina vojnika iz različitih postrojbi u provinciji sa 
zadaćom održavanja sigurnosti, pružanja pratnje istaknutim putnicima 
na cesti. Svakim prezidijem zapovijedao je kurator u rangu nižemu od 
centuriona i bio je izravno podređen prefektu (praefectus montis Bere-
nicidis). Arheološka istraživanja oko ovoga prezidija do sada su otkrila 
465 ostraka datiranih u vrijeme od kasnoga 1. do sredine 3. stoljeća koja 
vrlo živo govore o službenoj i privatnoj komunikaciji tamošnjih vojnika. 

place of his military service was nearby. The 
votive altar of the beneficiarius Licinius(?) Galba 
of the Legio I Adiutrix (CIL 3: 15066=Matijević 
2020: 85, cat. no. 26) indicates that there was 
also a statio with beneficiarii (Bojanovski 1988: 
312–315; I. Glavaš 2016: 31; Matijević 2020: 
29). It is likely that the centurions on duty at 
Josipdol and the soldiers next to Golubić worked 
in conjunction with the beneficiarii in the local 
stationes (Nelis-Clément 2006: 287; France, 
Nelis-Clément 2014; Kolb, Zingg 2016: 12–13), 
under the condition that at these places they 
stayed at the same time. It is somewhat surprising 
that in this part of the province there is not a 
single epigraphic confirmation of the members 
of the auxiliary units from the time of the Late 
Principate (Cohors I Belgarum, III Alpinorum, 
VIII Voluntariorum civium Romanorum, I milliaria 
Delmatarum, II milliaria Delmatarum) that were 
then staying in Dalmatia (Alföldy 1987: 245–
247, 249, 251–252, 254–255). Admittedly, the 
votive altar (CIL 3: 10033=EDH HD052279) of 
former decurio and veteran from Ala Claudia 
Nova, most likely a returnee to his homeland 
after discharge from active military service 
during the Flavian era, originates from Golubić 
(Cesarik 2020: 291–292).

The governor’s responsibility was the 
maintenance and supervision of communication 
lines, supervising the transportation of people 
and goods. In small settlements, one soldier was 
sufficient for certain tasks, while in larger areas, 
primarily in those of economic importance and at 
significant traffic intersections, a centurion usually 
served (Nelis-Clément 2000: 176–177).16 The army 

it is the Legio I Italica, Absil (2000: 231, 234) did the same in his synthetic 
text about this unit. He took the inscription as proof that the Legio I Italica 
was felix, victrix et pia, although there is no trace of the letter V(ictrix) next 
to her name, as the photo clearly shows (Lupa 23736). It is not unusual for 
inscriptions to include the numerical part of the name of the unit in letters, 
as was done, for example, on the inscriptions of members of the Legio I 
Italica from Salona (ILIug 3: 2087: PRIM(a); CIL 3: 2010 (8576): PRI(ma)). 
Saturninus probably belonged to this unit, which, with the exception of 
a few beneficiarii, was epigraphically recorded exclusively in Salona in 
Dalmatia (Matijević 2020: 60–61, 162–166; 2022: 159–167).

16	 Correspondence between Trajan and Pliny the Younger, governor of 
Bithynia, clearly shows the emperor's opposition to deploying a smaller 
number of soldiers in some places in the interior of the province for fear of 
breaking the cohesion of their parent units. Paradoxically, it is precisely 
from his time that soldiers are increasingly used for police purposes. For 
example, stationarii are ordinary soldiers in contrast to regionarii who 
are centurions (Fuhrmann 2012: 157, 162–163, 194, 207–213, 222–224). 
What tasks the soldiers performed and how they communicated with their 
superiors and with each other are shown by the finds from the Praesidium 
of Didymoi (today Khashm el-Menih) on the Koptos–Berenike road in the 
Egyptian Eastern Desert. Several soldiers from different units in the pro-
vince served in it for the task of maintaining security, providing escort to 
prominent travelers on the road. Each praesidium was commanded by a 
curator of a lower rank than the centurion, who was directly subordinate 
to the praefectus montis Berenicidis. Archaeological research around this 
praesidium has so far revealed 465 ostraca dating from the late 1st to the 
middle of the 3rd century, which vividly speak of the official and private 
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imala veliku ulogu u izvršavanju policijskih 
zadaća u unutrašnjim provincijama u Carstvu 
(Fuhrmann 2012: 203). Nema sumnje da su te 
zadaće obavljali i vojnici raspoređeni na ovim 
četirima točkama. Svi ovdje doneseni natpisi 
pripadaju vremenu kasnoga principata što 
znači da su nastali između sredine 2. stoljeća 
i završetka 3. stoljeća i upućuje na to da je 
ovaj sjeverozapadni dio provincije Dalmacije 
tijekom ovoga razdoblja imao povećanu vojnu 
i stratešku važnost. Uzroke pojačavanja 
vojne prisutnosti vjerojatno treba tražiti u 
događajima poslije 166. godine odnosno 
ratu kojega je Carstvo vodilo protiv Kvada i 
Markomana. Najvažnija mjera koju je car Marko 
Aurelije poduzeo bilo je osnivanje pretenture 
Italije i Alpa (praetentura Italiae et Alpium) koja 
je trebala zaštititi Italiju od barbarskih napada. 
Još je uvijek otvoreno pitanje kada je točno 
osnovana i prostora koji je obuhvaćala iako je 
pouzdano da je postojala 170. godine.17 U nekoj 
vezi s pretenturom moralo je biti i osnivanje 
provincije Liburnije što se vjerojatno dogodilo 
oko 168. godine. Stavljena je pod upravu 
viteškog prokuratora Lucija Artorija Kasta čije su 
izvanredno visoke ovlasti (ius gladii) vjerojatno 
podrazumijevale i zapovjedništvo nad snagama 
jačine ekvivalenta najmanje triju legija. Sve 
upućuje na zaključak da provincija nije dugo 
trajala (Miletić 2014: 122–126).18 Obuhvaćala je 
prostor skardonitanskog juridičkog okruga.19 
Nemoguće je potvrditi jačinu postrojbi pod 
Artorijevim zapovjedništvom, ponajprije jer 
za obranu ključnoga komunikacijskog pravca 
Senija – Siscija nisu trebale značajne snage. 
Tada je primarnu važnost za Carstvo imala 

Primjerice, najvjerojatnije jedna ostraka svjedoči o tome kako je prefekt 
Egipta dobio carsko pismo o uzdizanju Maksima, sina cara Maksimina 
Tračanina, u rang cezara, i daje naredbu da se ta informacija proslijedi 
svim prezidijima; neke svjedoče o prebacivanju vojnika iz jedne postaje 
u drugu i pokušajima pojedinaca da utječu na nadređene da im se ne 
promijene mjesta službe (Stauner 2016).

17	 Iako još uvijek nisu usuglašena mišljenja o geografskom opsegu pre-
tenture, smije se reći da je ona najvjerojatnije odgovarala prostoru koji 
je kasnije obuhvaćala Claustra Alpium Iuliarum. Pretentura je vjerojatno 
stvorena od dijelova Italije, Norika i Panonije i trajala je koliko su trajali 
ratovi protiv Kvada i Markomana (Kovács 2009: 181–199).

18	 Pflaum (1960a: 536–537) smatra da se imenovanje Artorija prokura-
torom provincije Liburnije dogodilo nekoliko godina nakon Perenisove 
smrti 185. godine, odnosno u prvim godinama rada njegova nasljednika 
Kleandra (više o karijerama viteških prokuratora v. Pflaum 1960b; 1961a; 
1961b; 1982). Njegovu je kronologiju prihvatio Medini (1980: 374 i d.). Lo-
riot (2001: 85–86) je Artorijev natpis datirao u doba Karakale, Aleksandra 
Severa ili Filipa Arapina. Malo detaljnije o Artorijevom natpisu s navodima 
na radove ostalih autora koji se zalažu za raniju odnosno kasniju dataciju 
v. Matijević 2015: 193–198.

19	 Istočna granica provincije Liburnije protezala se pravcem: rijeka Krka 
– Strmica – Kulen Vakuf – Bosanski Petrovac – Ključ – Sana. Detaljno o 
ovlastima koje je imao Artorije kao prokurator odgovaran izravno caru, 
a ne namjesniku Dalmacije, o općem značenju Liburnije u obrambenim 
aktivnostima poduzetima za zaštitu Italije, v. Medini 1980: 367–385.

played a major role in carrying out police tasks in the 
interior provinces of the Empire (Fuhrmann 2012: 
203). There is no doubt that the soldiers deployed 
at these four points also performed these tasks. All 
the inscriptions brought here belong to the time of 
the Late Principate, which means that they were 
created between the middle of the 2nd century and 
the end of the 3rd century and indicates that this 
northwestern part of the province of Dalmatia had an 
increased military and strategic importance during 
this period. The reasons for the strengthening of 
the military presence should probably be sought 
in the events after 166, that is, the war that the 
Empire waged against the Quadi and Marcomanni. 
The most important measure taken by Emperor 
Marcus Aurelius was the establishment of the 
Praetentura Italiae et Alpium, which was supposed 
to protect Italia from barbarian attacks. It is still an 
open question when exactly it was founded and 
the area it covered, although it is reliable that it 
existed in 170.17 The establishment of the province 
of Liburnia, which probably happened around 168, 
must have been related to the Praetentura. It was 
placed under the administration of the equestrian 
procurator Lucius Artorius Castus, whose 
extraordinarily high powers (ius gladii) probably 
included the command of forces equivalent to 
at least three legions. Everything points to the 
conclusion that the province did not last long 
(Miletić 2014: 122–126).18 It covered the area of the 
conventus iuridicus in Scardona.19 It is impossible 
to confirm the strength of the units under Artorius’ 
command, primarily because the defense of the 
key communication route Senia–Siscia did not 

communication of the soldiers there. For example, most likely one ostraca 
testifies to how the prefect of Egypt received an imperial letter about the 
elevation of Maximus, the son of Emperor Maximinus Thrax, to the rank 
of Caesar, and gives the order to forward this information to all praesidia, 
some testify to the transfer of soldiers from one statio to another and the 
attempts of individuals to influence their superiors not to change their 
places of service (Stauner 2016).

17	 Although there are still no agreed opinions on the geographical scope of 
the Praetentura, it can be said that it most likely corresponded to the area 
that was later encompassed by the Claustra Alpia Iuliarum. The Praetentura 
was probably created from parts of Italia, Noricum and Pannonia and lasted 
as long as the wars against the Quadi and Marcomanni lasted (Kovács 
2009: 181–199).

18	 Pflaum (1960a: 536–537) thinks that the appointment of Artorius as 
procurator of the province of Liburnia took place a few years after the 
death of Perennis in 185, that is, in the first years of the work of his suc-
cessor Cleander (for more on careers of equestrian procurators see Pflaum 
1960b; 1961a; 1961b; 1982). His chronology was accepted by Medini (1980: 
374 et seq.). Loriot (2001: 85–86) dated Artorius' inscription to the time 
of Caracalla, Alexander Severus or Philip the Arab. For a little more detail 
about Artorius' inscription with references to the works of other authors 
who argue for an earlier or later date, see Matijević 2015: 193–198.

19	 The eastern border of the province of Liburnia stretched in the following 
direction: the river Krka–Strmica–Kulen Vakuf–Bosanski Petrovac–Ključ–
Sana. For details on the powers that Artorius had as a procurator directly 
responsable to the emperor and not to the governor of Dalmatia, on the 
general importance of Liburnia in the defensive activities undertaken for 
the protection of Italia, see Medini 1980: 367–385.
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komunikacija od Podunavlja prema Italiji: 
Celeia – Atrans – Emona – Ad Pirum. U Liburniji 
nisu morale biti smještene legije koje su za 
potrebe njezine obrane relativno lako mogle 
biti dovedene iz Norika, Recije ili obiju Panonija 
(Medini 1980: 372–376). Iako nije isključeno 
da je Artorijevo zapovjedno mjesto mogla biti 
Tarsatika (Miletić 2014: 123–124),20 čini se da je 
pouzdanije kako je tarsatički principij izgrađen 
tijekom vladavine cara Galijena (260. – 268.) 
ili njegovih neposrednih nasljednika kada je 
podignuta i utvrda pored Pasjaka čime se 
dodatno kontrolirala cesta Tarsatika – Tergeste 
(Višnjić 2009a: 29–30; 2009b: 62–64).21

Zaključak
Posvetni žrtvenik Julija Vera, duplikarija 

i namjesnikova beneficijarija iz Četrnaeste 
dvojne legije, ima višestruku znanstvenu 
vrijednost. Naime, riječ je tek o drugoj poznatoj 
epigrafskoj potvrdi o pripadanju namjesnikovih 
beneficijarija razredu duplikarija. Julije Vero 
je gradeći svoju vojnu karijeru uspio postići 
položaj beneficijarija u oficiju namjesnika 
Gornje Panonije te je poslije nekoga vremena 
premješten u Dalmaciju u okviru čijega je 
provincijskog oficija raspoređen na službu 
u Arupij. Ovakav tijek karijere nije neobičan 
jer Dalmacija nije imala vlastitih legija pa su 
namjesnici svoje oficijale morali posuđivati 
iz nekih susjednih provincija. Natpisi jasno 
pokazuju da se u tom smislu snažno oslanjala 
upravo na Gornju Panoniju, posebice njezinu 
Četrnaestu legiju. Dalmacija je za Vera bila 
potpuno nova sredina. Dolaskom u Arupij 
možda je sa sobom donio stare religijske 
navike jer je žrtvenik posvetio Silvanu 
Silvestru, popularnome među vojnicima u 
njegovoj matičnoj provinciji. Od svih poznatih 
beneficijarijskih natpisa iz Dalmacije samo 
je jedan posvećen Silvanu i to upravo onaj 
Verovoga kolege Akucijana, također pripadnika 
Četrnaeste legije na službi u beneficijarijskoj 
postaji u Novama. Njihovi primjeri doprinose 
razumijevanju uloge panonskih legionara u 
širenju Silvanova kulta u Dalmaciji.

20	 Jednako mišljenje o utvrđivanju Tarsatike tijekom ratova protiv Germana 
ima i I. Glavaš (2015: 63–64, 319, 363).

21	 Numizmatički nalazi također govore da je principij podignut tijekom vla-
davine Galijena ili Klaudija II. (Bekić 2009: 220–221). Prema drugoj analizi 
numizmatičkog materijala, gradnja se dogodila još kasnije, odnosno 
tijekom završetka 270.-ih ili tijekom 280.-ih godina (Kos 2012: 287). Ova 
su mišljenja ponovljena i u novijoj literaturi (Karković Takalić, Predoević 
Zadković, Višnjić 2015: 121, 126).

require significant forces. At that time, the primary 
importance for the Empire was the communication 
from the Danube to Italy: Celeia–Atrans–Emona–
Ad Pirum. Legions did not have to be stationed in 
Liburnia, which for the needs of its defense could 
relatively easily be brought from Noricum, Raetia or 
both Pannonia (Medini 1980: 372–376). Although 
it is not excluded that Artorius’ commanding post 
could have been Tarsatica (Miletić 2014: 123–
124),20 it seems more reliable that the Principia 
at Tarsatica was built during the reign of Emperor 
Gallienus (260–268) or his immediate successors 
when the fortress was also built next to Pasjak, 
which additionally controlled the Tarsatica–
Tergeste road (Višnjić 2009a: 29–30; 2009b: 62–
64).21

Conclusion
The votive altar of Iulius Verus, duplicarius and 

governor’s beneficiarius from the Legio XIIII Gemina, 
has multiple scientific value. Namely, this is only 
the second known epigraphic confirmation of the 
belonging of the governor’s beneficiarii to the pay 
grade of duplicarius. While building his military 
career, Iulius Verus managed to achieve the post of 
beneficiarius in the officium of the governor of Upper 
Pannonia, and after some time he was transferred to 
Dalmatia within the framework of which provincial 
officium he was assigned to serve in Arupium. This 
kind of career path is not unusual because Dalmatia 
did not have its own legions, so governors had 
to borrow their officiales from some neighboring 
provinces. The inscriptions clearly show that in this 
sense it strongly relied on Upper Pannonia, especially 
its Legio XIIII Gemina. Dalmatia was a completely new 
environment for Verus. Arriving in Arupium, he may 
have brought old religious habits with him because 
he dedicated the altar to Silvanus Silvester, popular 
among the soldiers in his home province. Of all the 
known beneficiarii inscriptions from Dalmatia, only 
one is dedicated to Silvanus, and that is precisely 
that of Verus’ colleague Acutianus, also a member of 
the Legio XIIII Gemina serving in the statio in Novae. 
Their examples contribute to the understanding of 
the role of the Pannonian legionnaires in the spread 
of Silvanus’ cult in Dalmatia.

20	 I. Glavaš (2015: 63–64, 319, 363) has the same opinion about the fortifica-
tion of Tarsatica during the wars against the Quadi and Marcomanni.

21	 Numismatic findings also indicate that the Principia was erected during 
the reign of Gallienus or Claudius II (Bekić 2009: 220–221). According to 
another analysis of the numismatic material, the construction took place 
even later, that is, during the end of the 270s or during the 280s (Kos 2012: 
287). These opinions have been repeated in recent literature (Karković 
Takalić, Predoević Zadković, Višnjić 2015: 121, 126).
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Arupij je svojevrstan vrhunac romanizacije 
doživio stjecanjem statusa municipija, 
vjerojatno u doba Flavijevaca. Moglo bi se 
reći da je zadržao svoju važnost tijekom 
cijeloga principata na što upućuje aktivnost 
gradskoga vijeća koje je u najmanje nekoliko 
navrata pokazivalo odanost nekim carevima 
postavljajući im počasne natpise. Posljednji 
kojemu je to učinjeno bio je Florijan 276. godine. 
Razvoj grada uvjetovan je njegovim položajem u 
zaleđu Senije odnosno na cesti koja je povezivala 
taj lučki grad s unutrašnjošću i Siscijom. 
Njegovu su gospodarsku snagu činili trgovina i 
iskorištavanje lokalnih kamenoloma. Nimalo ne 
iznenađuje što se u neposrednoj blizini takvoga 
grada nalazila beneficijarijska postaja koja je 
zajedno s desetak milja udaljenom postajom u 
Avendu držala ovu dionicu ceste pod kontrolom 
provincijske uprave.

Još značajnija prisutnost namjesnikovih 
oficijala i legionara zabilježena je sjeverno 
i istočno od Arupija, također u vremenu 
kasnoga principata. U Josipdolu je bila 
beneficijarijska postaja potvrđena natpisom 
jednoga beneficijarija i jednoga spekulatora 
koji je služio u doba cara Gordijana III. 
Pojačanu vojnu prisutnost potvrđuju i posvetni 
natpisi dvojice legijskih centuriona od kojih 
se jedan datira u Dioklecijanovo doba. Vrlo 
je slično bilo i u Golubiću gdje je potvrđen 
beneficijarij i obični legionari. Prilično snažna 
vojna prisutnost na ovim mjestima može se 
protumačiti kao odraz brige provincijske uprave 
za kontrolom nad cestama koje su ovaj dio 
Dalmacije povezivale s južnim dijelom Gornje 
Panonije. Strateška je važnost ovoga prostora 
nesumnjivo bila velika jer su na izvršavanje 
tih zadaća postavljani isključivo legionari i 
njihovi kolege iz provincijskoga oficija. Štoviše, 
nema niti jednoga natpisa koji bi pokazao 
da su ovdje boravili pripadnici neke od pet 
pomoćnih postrojbi u provinciji. Nemogućnost 
preciznijega datiranja većine ovih natpisa ne 
dopušta uspostavljanje kronologije boravka 
vojske iako nema razloga ne pretpostaviti 
da je ona bila kontinuirana tijekom kasnoga 
principata, da je postojala u Dioklecijanovo 
doba, možda čak i kasnije. Potpuni izostanak 
natpisa aktivnih vojnika iz vremena ranoga 
principata upućuje na zaključak da takva vrsta 
kontrole tada nije bila potrebna.

Veliki rat protiv Kvada i Markomana početkom 
vladavine Marka Aurelija pokazao je veliku 
vrijednost sjeverozapadnog dijela Dalmacije. 

Arupium experienced a kind of peak of 
Romanization by acquiring the status of a municipium, 
probably during the Flavian era. It could be said that it 
maintained its importance throughout the Principate, 
which is indicated by the activity of the city council, 
which on at least several occasions showed loyalty 
to some emperors by placing honorary inscriptions. 
The last one to whom this was done was Florian in 
276. The development of the city was conditioned by 
its position in the hinterland of Senia, that is, on the 
road that connected that port city with the interior 
and Siscia. Its economic strength was trade and 
exploitation of local quarries. It is not at all surprising 
that in the immediate vicinity of such a town there 
was a statio with beneficiarii which, together with 
the ten miles distant statio in Avendo, kept this 
section of the road under the control of the provincial 
administration.

An even more significant presence of the governor’s 
officiales and legionnaires was recorded north and 
east of Arupium, also during the Late Principate. In 
Josipdol there was a statio confirmed by the inscription 
of one beneficiarius and one speculator who served in 
the era of Emperor Gordian III. The increased military 
presence is also confirmed by the votive inscriptions 
of two legionary centurions, one of which dates back 
to the time of Diocletian. It was very similar in Golubić, 
where the beneficiarii and ordinary legionnaires were 
confirmed. The fairly strong military presence in 
these places can be interpreted as a reflection of the 
provincial administration’s concern for control over 
the roads that connected this part of Dalmatia with 
the southern part of Upper Pannonia. The strategic 
importance of this area was undoubtedly great 
because only legionnaires and their colleagues from 
the provincial office were appointed to carry out these 
tasks. Moreover, there is not a single inscription that 
would show that members of any of the five auxiliary 
units in the province stayed here. The impossibility of 
more precise dating of most of these inscriptions does 
not allow establishing the chronology of the military 
presence, although there is no reason not to assume 
that it was continuous during the Late Principate, that 
it existed in Diocletian’s time, maybe even later. The 
complete absence of inscriptions of active soldiers 
from the time of the Early Principate points to the 
conclusion that this type of control was not necessary 
then.

The great war against the Quadi and Marcomanni 
at the beginning of the reign of Marcus Aurelius 
showed the great value of the northwestern part of 
Dalmatia. Then, from it, that is, from the territory of 
the conventus iuridicus in Scardona, the province 
of Liburnia was founded, which was in some way 
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Tada je od njega, odnosno od teritorija 
skardonitanskog konventa, osnovana provincija 
Liburnija što je na neki način bilo povezano s 
ustrojem i funkcioniranjem pretenture Italije 
i Alpa. Vrlo visoke ovlasti njezina prokuratora 
Lucija Artorija Kasta podrazumijevale su i 
njegovo zapovjedništvo nad značajnim vojnim 
snagama. Neovisno o tome jesu li one u Liburniji 
bile trajno smještene ili se smatralo da su po 
potrebi mogle doći iz provincija na sjeveru, 
opravdano je pretpostaviti da je prostor tada 
morao dobiti neku vrstu trajnije vojne prisutnosti 
na mjestima od strateške vrijednosti. Teško 
je zamisliti da bi stvaranje provincije Liburnije 
od teritorija provincije Dalmacije u takvim 
izvanrednim okolnostima moglo biti učinjeno 
bez značajnijega angažmana vojske na kontroli 
ključnih komunikacijskih točaka. Vjerojatno 
je da su položaji pored Josipdola i Golubića 
tada dobili legijske posade koje su tada ili u 
nekom vremenu poslije ojačane postavljanjem 
beneficijarijskih postaja. Provincija Liburnija 
nije dugo trajala, ali je vojna prisutnost na ovim 
točkama i dalje ostala što pokazuju žrtvenici 
iz vremena Gordijana III. i Dioklecijana. Više 
nije bilo opasnosti kakvu su predstavljali 
Kvadi i Markomani, ali je strateška vrijednost 
ovoga dijela Dalmacije proizlazila iz njezina 
položaja između Jadrana i glavnih cestovnih 
pravaca u Panoniji kojima su se kretale vojske. 
Štoviše, važnost ovoga prostora dokazuje 
izgradnja tarsatičkog principija u doba cara 
Galijena ili njegovih nasljednika. Stoga se smije 
pretpostaviti da je vojska na ovim mjestima bila 
stalno prisutna tijekom kasnoga principata, 
ali i u desetljećima poslije, i da su vojnici bili 
smješteni i na drugim mjestima, posebno na 
pravcu ceste od Arupija do Klambeta, odnosno 
na još uvijek slabo poznatoj komunikaciji od 
Arupija do Siscije. To mogu potvrditi samo 
otkrića novih natpisa.

connected with the organization and functioning of 
the Praetentura Italie et Alpium. The very high powers 
of its procurator Lucius Artorius Castus included his 
command of significant military forces. Regardless 
of whether they were permanently stationed in 
Liburnia or whether it was thought that they could 
come from the provinces to the north if necessary, 
it is reasonable to assume that the area must then 
have received some kind of more permanent military 
presence in places of strategic value. It is difficult to 
imagine that the creation of the province of Liburnia 
from the territory of the province of Dalmatia could 
be done in such extraordinary circumstances without 
significant involvement of the army in controlling key 
communication points. It is likely that the positions 
next to Josipdol and Golubić were then given 
legionary crews, which were then or at some time 
later strengthened by the establishment of stationes 
with beneficiarii. The province of Liburnia did not last 
long, but the military presence at these points still 
remained as evidenced by the altars from the time 
of Gordian III and Diocletian. There was no longer the 
danger posed by the Quadi and Marcomanni, but the 
strategic value of this part of Dalmatia arose from 
its position between the Adriatic and the main road 
routes in Pannonia along which the armies moved. 
Moreover, the importance of this area is proven by 
the establishment of the Principia at Tarsatica during 
the time of Emperor Gallienus or his successors. 
Therefore, it can be assumed that the army was 
constantly present in these places during the Late 
Principate, but also in the decades after, and that 
the soldiers were stationed in other places as well, 
especially on the road from Arupium to Clambetae, 
i.e. on the still poorly known communication from 
Arupium to Siscia. This can only be confirmed by the 
discovery of new inscriptions.

Prijevod Translation IVAN MATIJEVIĆ
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CBFIR – Schallmayer, E., Eibl, K., Ott, J., Preuss, G., 
Wittkopf, E. 1990, Der römische Weihebezirk von 
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chen Beneficiarier-Inschriften des Römischen Reiches, 
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Baden-Württemberg 40, Konrad Theiss Verlag, Stutt-
gart.
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by E. Lommatzsch (1894–1930), Berlin, https://cil.bbaw.
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