PROFESSOR EMERITUS JOSIP MARKOVAC, PHD

Interview on the occasion of ninety-five years
of life and fifty years of continuous release of textbooks
from elementary mathematics classes

Abstract

Using the method of a scientific interview, the author introduces to the readers
the biography and methodological ideas of Professor Emeritus Josip Marko-
vac (1929). The reasons for the interview are two big anniversaries: ninety-
five years of life and fifty years of continuous presentation of textbooks for the
beginning mathematics classes of Professor Josip Markovac. Interview leader
Prof. Mile Silov asked several most fundamental questions, of which the one
he asked for, was an explanation of the longevity of the textbooks Mathema-
tics 1, Mathematics 2, Mathematics 3 and Mathematics 4. Professor Jo-
sip Markovac founded the methodological concept of the workbook for the
school year 1972/73. aligned with the then-current curriculum of elementary
mathematics classes and set theory.
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Professor Josip Markovac celebrates two anniversaries: ninety-five years of life
and fifty years of continuous publication of his mathematics textbooks for the first
four grades of elementary school. He received the honorary title of Professor Emer-
itus of the University of Zagreb in 2004 as the first in the teaching profession. Prof.
Josip Markovac has been retired since 1994. It is the last of the famous generation of
Croatian pedagogy and methodology: Pero Simlesa, Marijan Koleti¢, Vilko Svajcer,
Vladimir Poljak, Josip Pivac, Ante Vukasovi¢, Nedjeljko Kujundzi¢ and others.

In the monograph titled “Josip Markovac: Professor Emeritus Universitatis Stu-
diorum Zagrebiensis” (Zagreb: Teacher’s Academy, 2004) we read: “From 1929 to
the present, from the native Donji Andrijevci to Zagreb, Josip Markovac, Professor
Emeritus, has passed the path from creative teacher of elementary school (Cavle,
Zagreb) to the leading Croatian pedagogue and methodist of initial mathematics
classes. The history of pedagogy and education will single out J. Markovac, Pro-
fessor Emeritus, as a unique phenomenon in the Croatian teaching profession and
pedagogy. Josip Markovac created in different areas of pedagogy and methodology.
Wherever he operates, he has left a trail leading to the top. Teacher Josip Markovac
graduated in pedagogy (1956) and entered pedagogical science in order to explore
the practice of education even more successfully”. We can single out three areas in
which he has achieved top achievements: the research of the theoretical basis of the
initial teaching of mathematics; creating a textbook system of learning in the ini-
tial teaching of mathematics and proving the methodology of the initial teaching of
mathematics as a scientific discipline.

For his successful scientific and professional work, Prof. J. Markovac has re-
ceived several commendations, recognitions and awards, of which we would high-
light: the Annual Award Ivan Filipovi¢ (1972) “for the advancement of pedagogical
theory and practice” and the Ivan Filipovi¢ Lifetime Achievement Award (1997).
The reason for visiting Professor Josip Markovac at the Home for the Elderly and
Disabled in Brezovica, near Zagreb, is a conversation about the 50th anniversary of
the continuous publication of his textbooks from the initial teaching of mathemat-
ics. In 2024, his textbooks are entering the fifty-first year of publication. Thus, our
interlocutor surpassed Prof. Stjepan Basaricek, the founder of scientific pedagogy in
Croatia, whose pedagogy textbooks have been published for fifty years.

I came to Brezovica. Professor Josip Markovac has been in the Nursing Home
since 2023. He’s ninety-five years old. I also brought a copy of the monograph pub-
lished by the former Teacher Education Academy (today the Faculty of Teacher’s Ed-
ucation) in 2004 on the occasion of the award of the honorary title Professor Emer-
itus.
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My interlocutor reminded me of a few facts related to the fiftieth anniversary of
the continuous publication of his mathematics work textbooks. The first edition of
the textbook Mathematics 1 was for the 1972/73 school year. Each subsequent school
year, Mathematics 2, Mathematics 3 and Mathematics 4 were introduced into teach-
ing. Thus, the textbook Mathematics 1 of the school year 2022/23 experienced fifty
years of continuous publication in the classroom teaching of our elementary school.
Then followed the anniversaries of the other textbooks C. I remind Prof. Markovac
that he surpassed the founder of scientific pedagogy in Croatia — Prof. Stjepan Ba-
saricek. My interlocutor smiled and added: - Thank you and the late Professor Milan
Matijevi¢ for editing the monograph on the occasion of the honorary title Professor
Emeritus.

We moved to the specific questions

M. Silov:
How do you explain the longevity of Mathematics 1, Mathematics 2, Mathemat-
ics 3 and Mathematics 47

Josip Markovac:

They still exist in the teaching process today, after fifty years. Since few text-
books experience such longevity, the question is also interesting: How to explain the
fifty years of use of these textbooks in classroom teaching? What keeps them going
for such a long period of time, despite, lately, the great competition of mathematics
textbooks? For example, there are six parallel textbooks in the first grade of elemen-
tary school. I believe that the continuous educational functions of these textbooks
are in their basic methodical characteristic: they are working textbooks that were
not found in the initial teaching of mathematics until 1972. Working textbooks have
these essential labels:

— exclude unnecessary rewriting of tasks into notebooks and then solving them;

— significantly save the time and effort of students and teachers;

— relieve students of secondary and less important activities;

— focus the student’s thought on the very process of learning mathematics; to

solve tasks;

— significantly raise students’ educational achievements;

—in a positive way change the emotional attitude of students to learning math-

ematics.

The consequence of these labels of working textbooks in mathematics is the
realization that these textbooks have been accepted since 1972/73 by teachers, stu-
dents and parents, because they were a complete novelty according to mathematics
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textbooks from past periods. I am convinced that a positive attitude towards work-
ing textbooks in mathematics exists even after fifty years of their application in the
primary schools. A set of these textbooks can also be something that attracts users
(teachers, students, parents) and encourages to work with them. Specifically, each
textbook is made up of several parts:

— textbook (contains a methodical interpretation of mathematical contents);

— teaching sheets (exercise book, collection of assignments) represent an integral
part of the textbook and are intended for the permanent adoption of teaching
content;

— knowledge exams at the beginning of the school year are intended to check the
level of acquisition of the mathematical contents of the previous grade;

— knowledge tests during the school year for the purpose of checking the acqui-
sition of the content of individual teaching units;

— methodical manual for teachers;

The application of all the above components of the work textbook has a motivat-
ing effect on the students; suppresses the monotony of work with only one element
of the textbook set, as it was done in the initial teaching of mathematics until 1972.
Rejection of parasitic activities, for example, transcribing tasks from textbooks into
a notebook, also works stimulatingly in the learning process alongside mathematics
work textbooks. Remind ourselves that from 1945 to 1972, until the introduction
of mathematics working textbooks, transcribing tasks and then solving them was
the only methodical procedure of learning mathematics in the first four grades of
elementary school. Studies have shown that the use of work textbooks significantly
saves students’ time, up to 40%. Working textbooks also reduce the physical exertion
of students caused by transcribing assignments into student notebooks.

M. Silov:
Can you give any other reasons for such a long-term use of your math textbooks
in classroom teaching?

Josip Markovac:

I find that at least two reasons for the long-term use of my mathematics textbooks
in classroom teaching: firstly, the listed methodical features of the work textbooks
Mathematics 1, Mathematics 2, Mathematics 3 and Mathematics 4 and the new in-
itial math teaching program introduced in elementary schools in 1972. Before ap-
plication in primary schools, the curriculum was evaluated in several experimental
elementary schools. Let me remind you that in the 1970s there were ten experimental
schools in Croatia. The curriculum of the time introduced mathematical contents
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that had not been found before in the learning of mathematics in classroom teaching.
Among others, it was these contents: the letter as a sign for a number in the first
grade; transformations of equalities and equations; dependence of the sum and dif-
ference and product and quotient on members; table of local values of digits; potency
(writing the numbers 100 and 1000 in the form of potency); a set of natural numbers
up to billions, etc. In addition to the positive impact on the development of students’
intellectual abilities, many of these contents have a motivating effect on students. I
met students who were saying to their teacher: “Teacher, we are counting on X! Un-
fortunately, in the mid-1990s, all the mathematical content described became “casual
victims” of an unscientific approach to relieving students of school obligations. The
so-called relieving students with a math program in classroom teaching brought that
teaching back forty years! Students were given a curriculum for the “reward” that is
below the level of their intellectual abilities.

Despite everything, the acceptance of working textbooks contributes to a con-
siderable extent by the methodical process of building concepts of natural numbers;
relationship and operation with these numbers. Namely, with the new curriculum
from 1972, a new methodical approach to building mathematical concepts was in-
troduced: in accordance with set theory instead of the hitherto dominant number
and perceptual-conceptual approach. In the working textbook Mathematics 1, a me-
thodical approach to set theory was consistently applied, which is significantly more
acceptable to students of that age than the number approach that until 1972 was
dominant in the formation of basic mathematical concepts.

In the final part of the conversation, Prof. Markovac emphasized that fifty years
of “life and work” of work textbooks Mathematics 1, Mathematics 2, Mathematics
3 and Mathematics 4 also means that fifty generations of Croatian citizens acquired
elementary mathematical knowledge and their application with the help of textbooks
of which he is the author and his associates. In fifty years, about 16 million copies,
textbook titles, worksheets, workbooks, test materials and methodical manuals have
been released and used in teaching. The work textbooks we are talking about are
also released in foreign languages: Italian and Czech, and in Cyrillic for children
of national minorities. They have also been translated into English for the needs of
children of diplomatic representatives in Croatia. Fifty years of releasing and apply-
ing work textbooks Mathematics 1, Mathematics 2, Mathematics 3 and Mathematics
4 can be a good reason for pride and personal satisfaction for the author and his
collaborators. These textbooks have been an important factor in the mathematical
education of primary school pupils in fifty years.

Prof. Markovac also pointed to the appearance of plagiarism “in one form or
another” of the textbooks Mathematics 1, Mathematics 2, Mathematics 3 and Mathe-
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matics 4. The author and his collaborators reacted similarly to the great Nikola Tesla:
“I am not sorry that [ am plagiarized, but I am sorry that they do not have their own
ideas”. Our interlocutor thanked all the teachers, teachers and publishers who had
and still have confidence in his work textbooks for initial mathematics classes.

I added: - The theoretical basis of your understanding of the acquisition of math-
ematical knowledge is recognized in the works: Topics from mathematics teaching
in the firsts grade of elementary school (co-author: V. Benci¢, 1972); in the disser-
tation significant title Causes and suppression of failure in teaching mathematics in
elementary school (1976); Failure to teach mathematics from first to fourth grade of
elementary school (1978) and especially in the capital work Methodicals of initial
teaching of mathematics (first edition, 1990).

When I conveyed to our interlocutor, Professor Josip Markovac, that as a school
pedagogue at the Ivan Rabljanin Elementary School on the island of Rab, in the 70th
century, in the implementation of the enrollment of children in the first grade, I ap-
plied his Test of initial mathematical terms, the vital 95-year-old smiled and added:
- You see, how quickly time passes!

The interview was conducted by:
Prof. Mile Silov, PhD
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Professor emeritus
dr. sc. Josip Markovac

Intervju povodom devedeset i pet godina zivota
i pedeset godina neprekidnog izlaZzenja udzbenika
iz pocetne nastave matematike

Sazetak

Autor metodom znanstvenog intervjua upoznaje Citatelje sa Zivotopisom i me-
todiCkim idejama profesora emeritusa Josipa Markovca (1929). Povod za in-
tervju su dvije velike obljetnice: devedeset i pet godina Zivota i pedeset godina
neprekidnog izlazenja udzbenika iz pocetne nastave matematike profesora
Josipa Markovca. Voditelj intervjua prof. Mile Silov postavio je nekoliko pitanja
od kojih je temeljno ono kojim je trazio objasnjenje dugovjecnosti udzbenika
Matematika 1, Matematika 2, Matematika 3 i Matematika 4. Profesor Josip
Markovac je utemeljio metodicki koncept radnog udzbenika Skolske godine
1972/73. uskladenim s tadaSnjim nastavnim programom pocetne nastave
matematike i teorijom skupova.

Kljuéne rijeci: razredna nastava; pocetna nastava matematike; znanstveni
intervju; ucitelj; udzbenik

Professor emeritus dr. sc. Josip Markovac obiljezava dvije obljetnice: devedeset
1 pet godina Zivota 1 pedeset godina neprekidnog izlazenja njegovih udzbenika ma-
tematike za prva Cetiri razreda osnovne Skole. PoCasno zvanje Sveucilista u Zagreb,
profesor emeritus, dobio je 2004. godine kao prvi u uciteljskoj profesiji. Prof. Josip
Markovac je u mirovini od 1994. godine. Posljednji je od slavne generacije hrvatske
pedagogije i metodike: Pero Simlesa, Marijan Koleti¢, Vilko Svajcer, Vladimir Po-
ljak, Josip Pivac, Ante Vukasovi¢, Nedjeljko Kujundzic...

377



INTERVJU napredak 165 (3-4) 371-381 (2024)

U monografiji Josip Markovac: Professor emeritus Universitatis studiorum Za-
grebiensis (Zagreb: Uciteljska akademija, 2004) ¢itamo: ,,0d 1929. godine do danas,
od rodnih Donjih Andrijevaca do Zagreba, proSao je profesor emeritus Josip Marko-
vac put od kreativnog ugitelja osnovne $kole (Cavle, Zagreb) do vodeceg hrvatskog
pedagoga i metodicara pocetne nastave matematike. Povijest pedagogije i Skolstva
izdvojit ¢e professora emeritusa J. Markovca kao jedinstvenu pojavu u hrvatskoj uci-
teljskoj profesiji 1 pedagogiji. Josip Markovac je stvarao u razli¢itim podrucjima pe-
dagogije i metodike. Gdje god djelovao ostavio je trag koji vodi prema vrhu. Ucitelj
Josip Markovac diplomirao je studij pedagogije (1956. godine) i usao u pedagogijsku
znanost u namjeri da jos§ uspjesnije istrazuje praksu odgoja“. Mozemo izdvojiti tri
podrucja u kojima je ostvario vrhunska postignuca: istrazivanje teorijskih osnova
pocetne nastave matematike; stvaranje udzbenickog sustava ucenja u pocetnoj nasta-
vi matematike i dokazivanje metodike pocCetne nastave matematike kao znanstvene
discipline.

Za svoj uspjeSan znanstveni 1 struéni rad, prof. J. Markovac je dobio vise po-
hvala, priznanja i nagrada od kojih izdvajamo: Godisnju Nagradu Ivan Filipovié
(1972.) ,,za unapredivanje pedagoske teorije i prakse™ i1 Nagradu Ivan Filipovi¢ za
Zivotno djelo (1997.). Povod za posjet profesoru Josipu Markovcu u Domu za starije
1 nemoc¢ne u Brezovici, kod Zagreba je razgovor o 50-godisnjici neprekidnog izla-
Zenja njegovih udzbenika iz pocCetne nastave matematike. U 2024. godini njegovi
udzbenici ulaze u pedeset i prvu godinu izlazenja. Tako je nas sugovornik nadmasio
prof. Stjepana Basaric¢eka, utemeljitelja znanstvene pedagogije u Hrvatskoj ¢iji su
udZzbenici pedagogije objavljivani pedeset godina.

Dosao sam u Brezovicu. Profesor Josip Markovac u Domu za starije i nemo¢ne
je od 2023. godine. Ima devedeset i pet godina. Donio sam i jedan primjerak mono-
grafije koju je bivSa Uciteljska akademija (danas Uciteljski fakultet) objavila 2004.
godine povodom dodjele pocasnog zvanja professor emeritus.

Moj sugovornik me podsjetio na nekoliko ¢injenica vezanih za pedesetu godis-
njicu neprekidnog publiciranja njegovih radnih udzbenika matematike. Prvo izdanje
udzbenika Matematika I bilo je za Skolsku godinu 1972/73. Svake sljedece Skolske
godine tiskana je 1 u nastavu uvedene Matematika 2, Matematika 3 1 Matematika 4.
Dakle, udzbenik Matematika I $kolske godine 2022./23. dozivio je pedeset godina
neprekidnog izlaZenja u razrednoj nastavi nase osnovne Skole. Zatim su slijedile
obljetnice ostalih udzbenika Matematike 2, 3 1 4. Prof. Markovca podsje¢am da je
nadmasio utemeljitelja znanstvene pedagogije u Hrvatskoj — prof. Stjepana Basarice-
ka. Moj se sugovornik nasmijesio i dodao: - Hvala tebi i pokojnom profesoru Milanu
Matijevi¢u na uredivanju monografije povodom dodjele pocasnog zvanja profesor
emeritus.
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Presli smo na konkretna pitanja. ..

M. Silov:
Kako objaSnjavate toliku dugovjecnost udzbenika Matematika 1, Matematika 2,
Matematika 3 1 Matematika 4?

Josip Markovac:

U nastavnom procesu postoje i danas, nakon pedeset godina. Budu¢i da rijetko
koji udzbenik dozivi toliku dugovjecnost, zanimljivo je i pitanje: Kako objasniti pe-
desetogodisnju upotrebu tih udzbenika u razrednoj nastavi? Sto ih odrzava u tako
dugom vremenskom razdoblju, unatoc¢, u posljednje vrijeme, velikoj konkurenciji
udzbenika matematike? Primjerice, postoji Sest paralelnih udzbenika u prvom ra-
zredu osnovne Skole. Smatram da su kontinuirane odgojne i obrazovne funkcije tih
udzbenika u njithovom temeljnom metodickom obiljezju: to su radni udzbenici ka-
kvih do 1972. godine nije bilo u pocetnoj nastavi matematike. Radni udzbenici imaju
ove bitne oznake:

— isklju¢uju nepotrebno prepisivanje zadataka u biljeznice i zatim rjesavanje;

— znacajno Stede vrijeme i napor ucenika 1 ucitelja;

— oslobadaju ucenike sporednih i manje vaznih aktivnosti,

— misao ucenika usmjeravaju na sam proces uc¢enja matematike; na rjeSavanje

zadataka;

— znatno podizu ucenicka obrazovna postignuca;

—na pozitivan nacin mijenjaju emocionalni odnos uc¢enika prema ucenju mate-

matike.

Posljedica navedenih oznaka radnih udzbenika iz matematike je spoznaja da su
te udzbenike od 1972/73. godine prihvatili ucitelji, ucenici i roditelji ucenika, jer su
bili potpuna novost prema udzbenicima matematike iz proslih razdoblja. Uvjeren
sam da pozitivan odnos prema radnim udzbenicima iz matematike postoji i nakon
pedeset godina od njihove primjene u osnovnim Skolama. Komplet ovih udzbenika
takoder moze biti nesto sto korisnike (ucitelje, u¢enike, roditelje) privlaci i poti¢e na
rad s njima. Naime, svaki udZzbenik sastavljen je od vise dijelova:

—udzbenik (sadrzi metodicku interpretaciju matematickih sadrzaja);

—nastavni listi¢i (vjezbenica, zbirka zadataka) predstavljaju sastavni dio udzbe-

nika i namijenjeni su trajnom usvajanju nastavnih sadrzaja;

— ispiti znanja na pocetku Skolske godine namijenjeni su provjeravanju razine

usvojenosti matematickih sadrzaja prethodnog razreda;

— ispiti znanja tijekom Skolske godine u svrhu provjeravanja usvojenosti sadrzaja

pojedinih nastavnih cjelina;

—metodicki priru¢nik za ucitelje;

379



INTERVJU napredak 165 (3-4) 371-381 (2024)

Primjena svih navedenih sastavnih dijelova radnog udzbenika djeluje motivi-
rajuce na ucenike; suzbija monotoniju rada samo s jednim elementom udzbenickog
kompleta, kako se radilo u pocetnoj nastavi matematike do 1972. godine. Odbaci-
vanje parazitarnih aktivnosti, na primjer, prepisivanje zadataka iz udZbenika u bi-
ljeznicu, takoder poticajno djeluje u procesu uc¢enja uz radne udzbenike matematike.
Podsjetimo se da je od 1945. do 1972. godine, dakle do pojave radnih udzbenika
matematike, prepisivanje zadataka i1 zatim njihovo rjeSavanje bio jedini metodicki
postupak ucenja matematike u prva Cetiri razreda osnovne Skole. Ispitivanja su po-
kazala da upotreba radnih udzbenika znatno Stedi vrijeme ucenika do 40 %. Radni
udZzbenici smanjuju i tjelesni napor ucenika izazvan prepisivanjem zadataka u uce-
nicke biljeznice.

M. Silov:

Mozete li navesti jos koji razlog tako dugovjecne upotrebe Vasih udzbenika ma-

tematike u razrednoj nastavi?

Josip Markovac:

Smatram da su najmanje dva razloga dugotrajne upotrebe mojih udzbenika ma-
tematike u razrednoj nastavi: prvo, navedena metodicka obiljezja radnih udzbenika
Matematika 1, Matematika 2, Matematika 3 1 Matematika 4 1 novi nastavni program
pocetne nastave matematike uveden u osnovne Skole 1972. godine. Prije primjene
u osnovnim S$kolama nastavni program je valoriziran u nekoliko eksperimentalnih
osnovnih skola. Podsjetit ¢u da je sedamdesetih godina 20. stolje¢a u Hrvatskoj bilo
deset eksperimentalnih Skola! Tadasnji nastavni program uvodio je matematicke sa-
drzaje kakvih do tada nije bilo u u¢enju matematike u razrednoj nastavi. Medu osta-
lima bili su to ovi sadrzaji: slovo kao znak za broj u prvom razredu; transformacije
jednakosti i jednadzbi; ovisnost zbroja i razlike te umnoska i kolicnika o ¢lanovima;
tablica mjesnih vrijednosti znamenaka; potencije (pisanje brojeva 100 i 1000 u obli-
ku potencije); skup prirodnih brojeva do miljjarde 1 drugo. Osim pozitivnih utje-
caja na razvitak intelektualnih sposobnosti ucenika mnogi od navedenih sadrzaja
motiviraju¢e djeluju na ucenike. Susretao sam ucenike koji govore svojoj uciteljici:-
,UCiteljice, mi ra¢unamo na iks“! Nazalost, sredinom 90-ih godina proslog stoljeca
svi opisani matematicki sadrzaji postali su ,,usputne zZrtve neznanstvenog pristupa
rastere¢enju ucenika obvezama u skoli. Takozvano rasterecenje uc¢enika programom
matematike u razrednoj nastavi vratilo je tu nastavu cetrdeset godina unatrag! Uce-
nici su za ,,nagradu’ dobili nastavni program koji je ispod razine njihovih intelektu-
alnih sposobnosti.

Unato¢ svemu, prihvacanje radnih udzbenika u znatnoj mjeri pridonosi i meto-
dicki postupak izgradnje pojmova prirodnih brojeva; relacija i operacija s tim broje-
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vima. Naime, s novim nastavnim programom iz 1972. godine uveden je i novi meto-
dicki pristup izgradnji matematickih pojmova: u skladu s teorijom skupova umjesto
do tada dominirajuceg brojevnog 1 perceptivno-predodzbenog pristupa. U radnom
udzbeniku Matematika 1 dosljedno je primijenjen metodicki pristup prema teoriji
skupova, §to je ucenicima te dobi znatno prihvatljivije nego brojevni pristup koji je
do 1972. godine bio dominantan u formiranju osnovnih matematickih pojmova.

U zavr$nom dijelu razgovora prof. Markovac je naglasio da pedeset godina ,,zi-
vota i rada“ radnih udzbenika Matematika 1, Matematika 2, Matematika 3 i Ma-
tematika 4 ujedno znaci da je pedeset generacija hrvatskih gradana elementarno
matematicko znanje 1 njihovu primjenu stjecalo uz pomo¢ udzbenika ¢iji je on autor
1 njegovi suradnici. U pedeset godina tiskano je i u nastavi koriSteno oko 16 mi-
lijuna primjeraka, naslova udzbenika, nastavnih listi¢a, radnih biljeznica, ispitnih
materijala 1 metodickih priru¢nika. Radni udzbenici o kojima govorimo tiskani su
1 na stranim jezicima: talijjanskom i ¢eSkom te na ¢irilici za djecu nacionalnih ma-
njina. Prevedeni su i na engleski jezik za potrebe djece diplomatskih predstavnika u
Hrvatskoj. Pedeset godina tiskanja i primjene radnih udzbenika Matematika 1, Ma-
tematika 2,Matematika 3 1 Matematika 4 moze biti dobar razlog za ponos i osobno
zadovoljstvo autoru i njegovim suradnicima. Ti su udzbenici u pedeset godina bili
vazan faktor matemati¢kog odgoja i obrazovanja ucenika razredne nastave.

Prof. Markovac ukazao je i na pojavu plagiranja ,,u ovom ili onom obliku* udz-
benika Matematika 1, Matematika 2, Matematika 3 i Matematika 4. Autor i njegovi
suradnici reagirali su slicno kao i veliki Nikola Tesla: ,,Nije mi zao §to me plagiraju,
ali mi je Zao Sto nemaju vlastitih ideja“. Na$ je sugovornik zahvalio svim uciteljica-
ma, uciteljima i nakladnicima koji su imali i jo§ uvijek imaju povjerenje u njegove
radne udzbenike za pocetnu nastavu matematike.

Dodao sam: — Teorijsko utemeljenje Vaseg shvacanja stjecanja matematickih
znanja prepoznajemo u djelima: Teme iz nastave matematike u 1. razredu osnovne
Skole (suautor: V. Benci¢, 1972.); u disertaciji znakovita naslova Uzroci i suzbijanje
neuspjeha u nastavi matematike u osnovnoj skoli (1976.); Neuspjeh u nastavi mate-
matike od 1. do 4. razreda osnovne skole (1978.) i posebno u kapitalnom djelu Meto-
dika pocetne nastave matematike (prvo izdanje, 1990.).

Kada sam nasem sugovorniku, profesoru Josipu Markovcu prenio informaciju
da sam kao Skolski pedagog u Osnovnoj skoli Ivana Rabljanina na otoku Rabu 70-ih
godina proslog stoljeca u provedbi upisa djece u prvi razred primjenjivao njegov Test
pocetnih matematickih pojmova, vitalni 95-godiSnjak se nasmijesio i dodao: - Vidis,
kako vrijeme brzo prode!

Intervju vodio:
Prof. dr. sc. Mile Silov
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