suvremene TEME, (2024.) god. 15., br. 1. /—\

{ 9

Uvodna rijec:

Interdisciplinarnost kao izazov i prilika
u svijetu intersekcijskih kriza

U izdanju medunarodnog ¢asopisa za drustvene i humanisticke znanosti Contemporary Issues za
2024. godinu, predstavljamo sedam zanimljivih ¢lanaka koji obraduju aktualne teme iz podrucja
rodnih studija, digitalne transformacije u obrazovanju, brendiranja nacija, politicke komunikacije,
okoli$nih izazova i europske integracije. Ovi ¢lanci nude svjeze perspektive i utemeljene uvide, te
time unaprjeduju akademsku raspravu i inspiriraju kreiranje politika u jugoisto¢noj Europi i $ire.

Prvi ¢lanak, “Mrezno povezivanje kao organizacijska i strukturna prepreka za Zene: Sustavni pregled
literature (1985. - 2021.)” autorice Martine Topi¢ i suradnika, kriticki razmatra postojane rodne
nejednakosti u profesionalnom umrezavanju. Kroz sustavni pregled 78 ¢lanaka iz razdoblja od
Cetiri desetljeca, autori razotkrivaju trajnu dominaciju “klubova velikih deckiju” i njihov Stetan
utjecaj na napredovanje Zena u karijeri. Ova sveobuhvatna analiza isti¢e ogranicenja zenskih mreza
u postizanju usporedivih profesionalnih koristi te naglasava drustvena ocekivanja koja dodatno
sputavaju karijerne mogu¢énosti Zena. Rezultati ovog istrazivanja naglasavaju potrebu za strukturnim

promjenama u organizacijskim kulturama radi promicanja rodne jednakosti.

Miljenko Cimesa u ¢lanku “Analiza uzroka neuspjeha suocavanja s kljucnim ekoloskim i drustvenim
izazovima Covjedanstva” kriti¢ki preispituje znanstvene paradigme koje su temelj napora za
ublazavanje klimatskih promjena. Pomocu analize dvije studije slucaja, autor tvrdi da ogranicenja
sadasnjih znanstvenih okvira otezavaju ucinkovite odgovore na okolisne krize. Cime$a zagovara
paradigmatski zaokret u znanstvenom razmisljanju, pozivajuéi na holisti¢ki pristup koji je u skladu
sa slozenom i medusobno povezanom prirodom suvremenih izazova. Ovaj ¢lanak predstavlja snazan
doprinos raspravi o globalnoj odrzivosti i ulozi znanosti u poticanju transformativnih promjena.

Tre¢i ¢lanak, “Analiza percepcije Republike Hrvatske kao brenda: Preporuke za razvoj strategije
brendiranja nacije”, autora Jadranke Ivankovi¢, Marina Mitrovi¢a i Diane Planti¢ Tadi¢, nudi
komparativnu analizu percepcije Hrvatske u domacem i medunarodnom kontekstu. Na temelju
ankete, istrazivanje identificira prednosti Hrvatske kao sigurne, gostoljubive i kulturno jedinstvene
destinacije. Povlac¢enjem paralela brendiranja Hrvatske s brendiranjem premium proizvoda, autori
predlazu strategije za jacanje globalne privla¢nosti hrvatskog brenda, uz adresiranje postoje¢ih
izazova i ogranicenja. Ovo istrazivanje posebno je aktualno s obzirom na sve veci znacaj brendiranja
nacija u poticanju ekonomske i kulturne diplomacije.

Hrvoje Spehar i Miroslav Juranek u ¢lanku “Konstitucionalizacija Europske unije izmedu demokratskog
deficita i nacela supsidijarnosti” nudi promisljenu analizu politicke evolucije EU-a. Clanak prati
povijesni razvoj kvazikonfederativnog sustava Europske unije (EU), naglagavanjem mnogobrojnih
politickih kompromisa koji ¢ine temelj njezinog institucionalnog okvira. Spehar istrazuje kako je
nacelo supsidijarnosti oblikovalo odgovore EU-a nakrize i njezinu ulogu u medunarodnim odnosima.
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Ovaj prilog pruza vrijedne uvide u napetosti izmedu demokratskog deficita i meduvladine dinamike,
nudedi kriti¢ki pogled na bududi smjer EU-a.

Uloga drustvenih mreza u oblikovanju suvremenog politickog diskursa analizirana je u ¢lanku
“Koristenje drustvenih mreza u hrvatskom politickom diskursu” autorice Zdravke Biocine, Tomislava
Karaule i Suncice Znidar. Kombiniranjem podataka iz anketa i analize sadrzaja, autori istrazuju
kako hrvatski politi¢ari komuniciraju s gradanima na platformama poput Facebooka, Twittera i
Instagrama. Unato¢ znacajnom javnom interesu za aktivnost politicara na drustvenim medijima,
istrazivanje otkriva jaz izmedu ocekivanja gradana i razine aktivnosti politicara. Autori zagovaraju
stratesko i ukljucivo koristenje drustvenih mreza kako bi se unaprijedila politicka komunikacija i
angazman biraca, posebice uoci nadolazecih izbora.

U ¢lanku “Digitalna transformacija obrazovanja na primjeru privatnih visokoskolskih institucija”, autora
Konstance Koren¢i¢ Kampl, Dubravke Maras i Brune Raguza istrazuje se digitalna transformacija
visokih uc¢ilista kombinacijom povijesno-komparativne analize s empirijskim podacima o stavovima
studenata prema online obrazovanju. Rezultati otkrivaju generalno pozitivu percepciju digitalnih
alata medu studentima, iako s prisutnim varijacijama ovisno o vrsti institucije i preferencijama
programa. Clanak nudi prakti¢ne uvide za obrazovne institucije radi pove¢anja konkurentnosti i
prilagodbe sve ve¢im zahtjevima digitalnog ucenja.

Konac¢no, ¢lanak “Percepcija Eurosonga kao politickog i zabavnog dogadaja medu mladima” autora
Korine Terek i Dejana Gluvacevica istrazuje dvostruke uloge Eurosonga kao platforme za zabavu
i plasiranje politickih poruka. Pomo¢ istrazivanja percepcije mladih o Eurosongu, studija otkriva
da, iako se Eurosong prvenstveno dozivljava kao zabavni sadrzaj, politicka dimenzija Eurosonga
posljednjih godina dobiva sve ve¢i znacaj. Nalazi osvjetljavaju generacijske razlike u tumacenju
znacenja Eurosonga te pozivaju na daljnja istrazivanja kako bi se razumjele $ire drustveno-politicke
implikacije ovog dogadaja.

Clanci u ovom broju naglasavaju raznolikost i dubinu suvremenih druitvenih i znanstvenih
istrazivanja u jugoisto¢noj Europi. Obradom tema od rodne ravnopravnosti i digitalnog obrazovanja
do brendiranja nacija i odrzivosti okoli$a, ovogodis$nje izdanje ¢asopisa isti¢e medusobnu povezanost
drustvenih izazova i potrebu za interdisciplinarnim pristupima. Zahvaljujemo autorima na njihovim

doprinosima te recenzentima na njihovim neprocjenjivim uvidima u oblikovanju ove publikacije.

Pozivamo ¢itatelje da se ukljuce u raspravu o nalazima i preporukama iznesenima u ovim ¢lancima
te tako potaknu dijalog i suradnju izmedu disciplina i sektora. Dok regija nastavlja manevrirati
medu sloZzenim drustvenim, politickim i okoli$nim krajobrazima, istrazivanja predstavljena u ovom
izdanju nude vrijedan resurs kako za znanstvenike, tako i za one koji politiku oblikuju i prakticiraju.

doc. dr. sc. Mirela Holy
glavna i odgovorna urednica
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Editor’s Note:

Interdisciplinarity as a challenge and opportunity
in the world of intersectional crisis

In the 2024 issue of Contemporary Issues, an international journal for social sciences and humanities, we
are pleased to present seven interesting articles that delve into pressing issues in gender studies, digital
transformation in education, nation branding, political communication, environmental challenges,
and European integration. These contributions offer fresh perspectives and evidence-based insights,
advancing academic discourse and inspiring policy considerations in Southeast Europe and beyond.

The first article, “Networking as an Organisational and Structural Barrier for Women: A Systematic
Literature Review (1985-2021)” by Martina Topi¢ and colleagues, critically examines the persistent
gender-based disparities in professional networking. Through a systematic review of 78 articles
spanning four decades, the authors uncover the enduring dominance of “old boys™ clubs” and
their detrimental impact on women’s career advancement. This comprehensive analysis highlights
the limitations of women’s networks in achieving comparable benefits and underscores societal
expectations that further constrain women’s professional opportunities. The findings emphasise the
need for structural changes in organisational cultures to promote gender equity.

Miljenko Cimesa’s “Analysis of the Causes of the Failure to Deal with Humanity’s Key Environmental
and Social Challenges” critically examines the scientific paradigms underlying climate change
mitigation efforts. By analysing two case studies, the author argues that the limitations of current
scientific frameworks impede effective responses to environmental crises. Cime$a calls for a paradigm
shift in scientific thinking, advocating for a holistic approach that aligns with today’s challenges’
complex and interconnected nature. This article is a compelling contribution to the discourse on
global sustainability and the role of science in driving transformative change.

The third article named “Analysis of the Perception of the Republic of Croatia as a Brand:
Recommendations for Developing a Nation Branding Strategy”, written by Jadranka Ivankovi¢,
Marin Mitrovi¢, and Diana Planti¢ Tadi¢ offers a comparative analysis of how Croatia is perceived
domestically and internationally. Based on survey, the study identifies Croatia’s strengths as a safe,
welcoming, and culturally unique destination. Drawing parallels with premium product branding,
the authors propose strategies to enhance Croatia’s global brand appeal while addressing existing
challenges and limitations. This research is particularly timely given the increasing importance of
nation branding in fostering economic and cultural diplomacy.

>«

Hrvoje Spehar’s “Constitutionalising of the European Union between Democratic Deficit and the
Principle of Subsidiarity” offers a nuanced analysis of the EU’s political evolution. The article traces
the historical development of the EU’s quasi-confederative system, emphasising the compromises
that underpin its institutional framework. Spehar explores how the principle of subsidiarity has
shaped the EU’s responses to crises and its role in international relations. This piece provides valuable
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insights into the tension between democratic deficit and intergovernmental dynamics, offering a
critical lens through which to assess the EU’s future trajectory.

Social medias role in shaping contemporary political discourse is analysed in “The Use of Social
Networks in the Croatian Political Discourse” by Zdravka Bioc¢ina, Tomislav Karaula, and Suncica
Znidar. Through a combination of survey data and content analysis, the authors examine how Croatian
politicians engage with citizens on platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. Despite significant
public interest in political social media presence, the study reveals a gap between citizens” expectations
and politicians’ activity levels. The authors argue for more strategic and inclusive use of social networks
to enhance political communication and voter engagement, especially in light of upcoming elections.

In “Digital Transformation of Education: The Case of Public and Private Higher Education Institutions’,
Konstanca Korenci¢ Kampl, Dubravka Maras, and Bruno Raguz explore the digital transformation of
higher education institutions. Their study combines historical-comparative analyses with empirical
data to investigate students’ attitudes toward online education. The results reveal a generally positive
perception of digital tools among students, albeit with variations based on institutional type and
program preferences. The article provides actionable insights for educational institutions to enhance
competitiveness and adapt to the evolving demands of digital learning environments.

Finally, Korina Terekand Dejan Gluvacevic’s “Perception of Eurovision asa Political and Entertainment
Event Among Youth” investigates the dual roles of Eurovision as a platform for entertainment and
political messaging. Surveying young people’s perceptions, the study reveals that while Eurovision is
primarily viewed as entertainment, its political undertones have gained prominence in recent years.
The findings illuminate generational differences in interpreting Eurovision’s significance and call
for further research to understand its broader sociopolitical implications. This article discusses how
cultural events intersect with politics and identity.

These articles underscore the diversity and depth of contemporary social science research in
Southeast Europe. By addressing topics ranging from gender equity and digital education to nation
branding and environmental sustainability, this issue highlights the interconnectedness of societal
challenges and the need for interdisciplinary approaches. We extend our gratitude to the authors
for their contributions and to our reviewers for their invaluable insights in shaping this publication.

We invite readers to engage with the findings and recommendations presented in these articles,
fostering dialogue and collaboration across disciplines and sectors. As the region continues to
navigate complex social, political, and environmental landscapes, the research featured in this issue
offers a vital resource for scholars, policymakers, and practitioners alike.

Mirela Holy, PhD
Editor-in-Chief



