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The doctoral dissertation explores the fea-
tures, significance and possible ways of re-
newal and reuse of former tobacco factories 
and tobacco processing facilities in Dalmatia 
and Herzegovina built in the period from the 
late 19th century to 1970. The tobacco indus-
try’s built heritage has multiple values and it 
is a significant spatial resource; however, it 
has mostly been in decay due to neglect and 
disuse. Such heritage as well as the lack of 
concrete research of its features and values 
and the lack of appropriate policies for its re-
newal and management were the main driv-
ers for this research. The tobacco industry 
heritage should be revalorized and its renew-
al and reuse should be encouraged to make it 
an active part of contemporary life. Its preser-
vation should be used to stimulate urban re-
generation and sustainable development of 
the settlements and towns in which it is lo-
cated. In order to achieve this, the research 
was directed towards defining the appropri-
ate criteria of their renewal and revitalization.
The research was carried out by analyzing rel-
evant literature and resources on built and 
industrial heritage preservation, values and 
renewal in order to define the theoretical 
framework and establish the starting points 
of each research phase. It was also carried 
out by analyzing literature and resources on 
the history and the features of the tobacco 
industry complexes in Dalmatia and Herze-
govina, as well as by gathering and analyzing 
documented and selected case studies in two 
catalogues. Given that prior to this research 
no significant comprehensive research of the 
spatial development, the urban and architec-
tural features and the values of the tobacco 
complexes in Dalmatia and Herzegovina had 
been done, this research only partially relied 
on the findings from previous works and was 
in large part based on the research of exten-
sive original archival and documentation ma-
terial, which was mostly systematized and 
analyzed as part of the standardized cata-
logue overviews in Catalogue I. Research was 
done on the documentation taken from the 
state, county and city archives and from the 
archives of the tobacco complexes, as well as 
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cadastral offices, departments and branches 
in the towns in Dalmatia and Herzegovina, 
city and local heritage museums, and private 
archives and collections. In addition, field re-
search was done on the sites of the tobacco 
complexes, where their current state was ex-
amined and architectural surveys and photo-
graphic documentation of the current state of 
the buildings were made. In order to explore 
the possible ways of renewing and reusing 
the tobacco buildings and complexes, in ad-
dition to the initial research of theory, cata-
logue analysis of selected comparative ex-
amples was made in Catalogue II.
The doctoral dissertation is divided into two 
books. The first book contains the main text 
of the dissertation and it is divided into nine 
chapters. The first chapter identifies the 
starting points and sets the research frame-
work. The second chapter examines the his-
torical and contemporary theoretical ap-
proaches to the preservation, evaluation and 
renewal of the cultural built and industrial 
heritage. The third chapter presents the spa-
tial and historical development of the tobac-
co complexes in Dalmatia and Herzegovina. 
The fourth chapter defines the urban, spatial 
and architectural identity factors of tobacco 
complexes in Dalmatia and Herzegovina. The 
fifth chapter establishes the criteria for the 
evaluation of the cultural significance and 
the preservation of the existing physical state 
of the tobacco complexes in Dalmatia and 
Herzegovina on the basis of the theoretical 
starting points and on the basis of the iden-
tity and value factors. The sixth chapter es-
tablishes the planning and design criteria for 
the renewal and revitalization of the tobacco 
complexes in Dalmatia and Herzegovina on 
the basis of the theoretical starting points 
and the comparative examples of renewal 
and reuse in accordance with the identity fac-
tors. The seventh chapter presents a review 
of the goals and hypotheses set at the begin-
ning of the research and the theoretical and 
practical contributions of the research. It de-
scribes the gaps observed in the research 
and presents the possibilities and topics for 
the implementation of new research as a fol-

low-up to this doctoral thesis. The eighth and 
final chapter summarizes and presents the 
key results and conclusions of the research 
done as part of this doctoral dissertation. The 
ninth chapter contains appendices to Book I 
of the doctoral dissertation: the reference 
list, the list of illustrations, the list of tables, 
the list of abbreviations and a glossary.
The second book of the doctoral dissertation 
contains two catalogues. Catalogue I with 20 
catalogue entries analyzes 21 documented 
tobacco complexes in Dalmatia and Herze-
govina. Catalogue II collectively analyzes 60 
selected foreign comparative examples of re-
newal and reuse of former tobacco complex-
es and buildings, 30 of which were the sub-
ject of subsequent detailed analysis in sepa-
rate catalogue entries. The first catalogue is 
connected with the third, fourth and fifth 
chapters, and the second catalogue is con-
nected with the sixth chapter of the Book I of 
the doctoral dissertation. The analytical re-
search from the catalogue units is synthe-
sized in the texts of the chapters.
Several original results were achieved with 
this doctoral research. New knowledge was 
gained about the spatial development as well 
as the historical context and the importance 
of construction of the tobacco industry com-
plexes in Dalmatia and Herzegovina. The ur-
ban, spatial and architectural factors of their 
identity were defined. A total of 18 criteria 
and 21 sub-criteria were established for the 
evaluation of their cultural and social values, 
heritage properties and existing physical 
condition, as well as the level of cultural 
 significance and the level of preservation of 
physical condition of each individual complex 
according to these criteria. In order to con-
tribute to the successful renewal and reuse of 
the tobacco complexes in Dalmatia and Her-
zegovina, the research established 36 ge-
neral and 36 specific planning and design 
criteria for further renewal and revitalization 
interventions, whose application should 
 contribute to the preservation of the features 
and the values of the heritage, as well as  
to the improvement of the area where it is  
located.


