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PSYCHIATRIA DANUBINA SUCCESSFULLY 
SUPPORTS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF TWO  

NEW JOURNALS

Miro Jakovljević

* * * * *

“Empathy is the medicine the world needs” – Judith Orloff

Welcome to the summer issue of Psychiatria Danu-
bina. The journal is currently in its second and, we hope, 
final year of the two-year Clarivate WoS embargo. We be-
lieve that for psychiatry to be useful to medicine, society, 
humankind, and global sustainability, expanding its field 
of activity and fostering creative alliances with other pro-
fessions and scientific disciplines is essential. Psychiatria 
Danubina is dedicated to promoting integrative health 
and mental well-being for all.

We are delighted to inform you that two new multi-
disciplinary journals, “Medicina Academica Integrativa” 
(ISSN 3029-3308 for print and 3029-3316 for online) and 

“Science, Art and Religion” (eISSN: 3048-4804), have 
evolved from special editions of Psychiatria Danubina 
into independent journals with specific and significant 
missions.

MEDICINA ACADEMICA 
INTEGRATIVA

The journal Medicina Academica Integrativa originat-
ed as Medicina Academica Mostariensia (MAM) in 2013, 
a special edition of Psychiatria Danubina aimed at sup-
porting the postgraduate (PhD) program at the School of 
Medicine, University of Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Despite our initial efforts, we did not succeed in estab-
lishing MAM as a separate journal within the PD family 
of journals. However, in 2022, it was renamed Medicina 
Academica Integrativa (Jakovljević, 2022a), and as of 
this year, it has become a new journal of the University of 
Mostar. It is an open-access, international, peer-reviewed 
scholarly journal dedicated to promoting original ideas, 
research, concepts, and theories regarding integrative, ho-
listic, interdisciplinary, and transdisciplinary approaches 
in academic medicine. 

The understanding and treatment of multimorbidity, 
comorbidity, and systemic diseases benefit greatly from 
the perspective of integrative medicine, as particularly ev-
idenced during the COVID-19 syndemics (Jakovljević et 
al., 2021). Academic medicine integrates evidence-based 

practices, value-based approaches, and narrative-based 
approaches from both conventional and non-convention-
al medicine in a complementary, comprehensive, and ho-
listic manner. The contribution of academic integrative 
medicine, as a humanistic discipline, should focus on 
promoting a culture of empathy, peace, and a global ethic 
of biophilia as the foundation of public and global health. 
This unifying approach aims to bring together people, na-
tions, and civilizations for global well-being, sustainabil-
ity, and security (Jakovljević, 2022b).

Medicina Academica Integrativa is founded on the 
principles of an empathic learning organization, aiming 
to bridge the gap between various branches of medicine. 
Its goal is to foster education through mutually respectful 
cooperation among multiple conventional and non-con-
ventional medical disciplines, integrating three crucial 
concepts in modern medicine: evidence-based medicine, 
value-based medicine, and narrative-based medicine. The 
journal encompasses various perspectives and disciplines 
within medicine, including education and training ap-
proaches, health, science, institutional policy, research, 
clinical practice, and management. Our ultimate goal is 
to bridge epistemic gaps and improve communication 
and cooperation among health professionals and scholars 
from different systems of medicine and healthcare.

SCIENCE, ART AND RELIGION

Science, Art and Religion is the official journal of the 
International Academy of Science and Arts in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, established in 2021. It is the only one of the 
six official academies registered at the state level of Bos-
nia and Herzegovina, while the others are registered at 
the cantonal level. Bosnia and Herzegovina faces a deep 
identity crisis. Empathically integrating sciences, arts, 
and religions in creative dialogues as allies could sig-
nificantly contribute to the healing the broken spirit and 
identity of Bosnia and Herzegovina (Jakovljević, 2022b). 
Transformative empathization offers hope and solutions 
for broken relationships and stuck institutions in Bosnia 
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and Herzegovina, as well as for its salvation and progress 
(Jakovljević, 2022c). Empathy is our basic human ability 
manifesting itself in different ways in different cultures, 
contexts, life scripts and narratives. Unfortunately, inter-
group empathy gaps and intercultural dyspathy is com-
mon so that our world is in the zone of high risks and 
dangers (Jakovljevic 2022c). A global empathic civiliza-
tion seems to be the key to the very survival of human-
kind and life on our planet (Jakovljević, 2021). Bosnia 
and Herzegovina could benefit greatly from promotion 
of ideas that are the foundation of empathic civilization.

LIBRARY OF PSYCHIATRIA 
DANUBINA

We have revived our longstanding desire and initia-
tive to edit the “Library of Psychiatria Danubina.” The 
first book, “Justice, Love, and Wisdom” by Graham 
Barnes, was published in 1994. This year, marking 30 
years since that publication, we have released the second 
book: “Norman Sartorius – An Interim Biography” (see 

Prologue: Hero’s Journey of Norman Sartorius). This 
book serves as a tribute to Norman Sartorius’s 55 years 
of dedication to the global fight for mental health (see 
Sartorius 2002) and his 35 years of assistance in editing 
and developing Psychiatria Danubina. Furthermore, it 
acknowledges our involvement in promoting the project 

“Psychiatry for a Better World: Mental Health Education 
for an Empathic Civilization. More information about the 
book you can find in the ” Prologue: Hero’s journey of 
Norman Sartorius (Jakovljević 2024) printed in this issue 
of Psychiatria Danubina. 

CODA 

Psychiatry is a health discipline where science, art 
and religion meet one another. Following the popular 
WHO statement that “there is no health without mental 
health” our journal Psychiatria Danubina tends to pro-
mote ideas of global culture of empathy, mental and in-
tegrative health for all as well as for global sustainability 
and security.
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