TAMBURASKA GLAZBALA 1Z ZBIRKE GLAZBENIH INSTRUMENATA MUZEJA SLAVONIJE

TAMBURA FAMILY INSTRUMENTS
FROM THE COLLECTION OF MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS IN THE MUSEUM OF
SLAVONIA WITH REFERENCE TO THE
WORK OF INSTRUMENT MAKER JOSIP
ROHRBACHER FROM OSIJEK

SUMMARY

Tambura is, musically speaking, a plucked string instrument, played in orchestras as well as solo. We like to say that it is the
Croatian national instrument. It earned the epithet ,,Croatian“ through centuries of efforts by the Croatian people to mark
their national music, and art in general, with tambura. The city of Osijek played a crucial role in this so-called nationalization
of the instrument. One of the first notable contributions was made by Pajo Kolari¢, when he established the First Tambura
Citizens Choir in Osijek in 1847. Throughout the 19th century, tambura music spread from Osijek across Croatia and the
Habsburg Empire.

The collection of tambura instruments of the Museum of Slavonia, collected from the 1980s until today, shows us the diver-
sity of tambura building systems, and represents the works of various builders both from Osijek and from all over Croatia
and beyond. One of the most influential people in that field was Josip Rohrbacher, alongside his brother Leopold. In 1922 the
two of them established their workshop in Osijek, then a Free and Royal City, the First Tambura Workshop in Osijek. Besides
making high quality instruments, they made significant contributions to the development of tambura orchestras from 1922
to 1944, serving as conductors, composers, arrangers and teachers. Rohrbacher brothers, as we can see, were also active in
organizing the cultural life of Osijek.

When brothers left Osijek in 1944 an important chapter in the development of tambura music, which tambura players like to
say was the golden age of tambura music, ended.
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J. S. Bach (1685. — 1750.) Suita br.
1 BWB 1077, Menuet 1, 2 (Marijo
Zbiljski, tamburasko celo Muzeja
Slavonije)

A. Balazs (1874. — 1941.) Volim te
divne majske no¢i (Marijo Zbiljski,
bisernica Muzeja Slavonije)
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