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LASINJSKA KULTURA U BOSNI I HERCEGOVINI -
U SVJETLU NALAZA BOCICE IZ VISOKOG BRDA U
LUPLJANICI KOD DERVENTE

LASINJA CULTURE IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA -
IN THE LIGHT OF A MINIATURE BOTTLE FIND FROM
VISOKO BRDO IN LUPLJANICA NEAR DERVENTA

JACQUELINE BALEN

Arheoloski muzej u Zagrebu
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Trg N. Subica Zrinskog 19
HR-10000 Zagreb

jbalen@amz.hr
UDK: 903.23(497.6Derventa)“636
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STRUCNI RAD / PROFESSIONAL PAPER
Primljeno / Received: 2024-6-24
Prihvaceno / Accepted: 2024-10-1
K1JUCNE RIJECI: Na prostoru Bosne i Hercegovine ustanovljeno je vrlo malo lasinjskih lokaliteta te je taj
lasinjska kultura, Bosna prostor oznalen kao periferni prostor rasprostiranja ove kulture. Do sada je karakte-
i Hercegovina, keramika, risticna lasinjska keramografija potvrdena na sedam lokaliteta uw Bosni i Hercegovini:
bocica Zemunica w Radosavskoj kod Banjaluke, Visoko brdo u Lupljanici, Vis u Modranu
kod Dervente, Donji Klakar kod Bosanskog Broda, Gornja Tuzla u Tuzli, Biograd
u Pruscu kod Donjeg Vakufa i Stari grad Cazin. U radu se prikazuje nalaz bocice
lasinjske kulture s lokaliteta Visoko brdo w Lupljanici kod Dervente, (ime se potvrduje
vaznost revizijskih istraZivanja, kao i obrade nalaza sa starih istraZivanja lasinjske
kulture.
Key woRrbDs: Within the boundaries of Bosnia and Herzegovina, very few Lasinja-culture sites have
Lasinja culture, Bosnia been identified. The area has thus been categorised as a peripheral Lasinja-culture
and Herzegovina, distribution zone. 10 date, Lasinja pottery characteristics have been confirmed at seven
pottery, miniature bottle sites in Bosnia and Herzegovina: Zemunica in Radosavska near Banja Luka, Visoko

Brdo in Lupljanica, Vis in Modran near Derventa, Donji Klakar near Bosanski Brod,
Gornja Tuzla in Tuzla, Biograd in Prusac near Donji Vakuf and Cazin’s Old Town.
This paper presents the find of a miniature Lasinja-culture bottle from the Visoko Brdo
site in Lupljanica near Derventa, confirming the importance of renewed excavations
as well as of analysing Lasinja-culture finds from past excavations.
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Bakreno doba na prostoru danasnje Bosne
i Hercegovine jo$ uvijek je nedovoljno istra-
zeno. Za poznavanje bakrenog doba Bosne i
Hercegovine vazan je rad nekolicine autora, A.
Benca, B. Covica, Z. Zeravice, B. Govedarice
te B. Marijanoviéa." U novije vrijeme povijest
istrazivanja bakrenodobnih kultura, s poseb-
nim osvrtom na lasinjsku kulturu dala je D.
Vajzovié.?

Lasinjska kultura razmjerno je Siroko raspro-
stranjena — obuhvaca podru¢je kontinentalne
Hrvatske i Slovenije, sjeverne Bosne i Herce-
govine, Stajerske, Koruske i juznog Gradis¢a u
Austriji te madarske Transdanubije. Lasinjska
kultura pripada razdoblju srednjega bakrenog
doba te je apsolutno kronoloski datirana oko
4350. do 3950. god. pr. Kr. Formirala se na
podlozi kasne sopotske i lendelske kulture.
Premda predstavnik bakrenog doba, ta je kul-
tura po nacinu zivota ostala vjerna tradicijama
kasne faze mladega kamenog doba.’?

Na prostoru Bosne i Hercegovine ustanovlje-
no je vrlo malo lasinjskih lokaliteta te je taj pro-
stor oznacen kao periferni prostor rasprostira-
nja ove kulture,* medutim, razlog tomu mozda
mozemo traziti u nedovoljnoj istrazenosti kraja.

Do sada je karakteristi¢na lasinjska keramo-
grafija potvrdena na sedam lokaliteta u Bosni
i Hercegovini: Zemunica u Radosavskoj kod
Banjaluke, Visoko brdo u Lupljanici, Vis u
Modranu kod Dervente, Donji Klakar kod
Bosanskog Broda, Gornja Tuzla u Tuzli,’ Bio-
grad u Pruscu kod Donjeg Vakufa,® te na Sta-

' MARIJANOVIC 2003. U citiranoj knjizi nalazi se detaljna
povijest istrazivanja uz cjelokupan popis autora koji su se
bavili bakrenim dobom na prostoru danasnje Bosne i Her-
cegovine.

2 VAJZOVIC 2018.

3 BALEN 2008; CATAJ 2018; 2019. U ovim radovima nave-
dena je relevantna literatura za Citav prostor rasprostiranja
lasinjske kulture.

*  BENAC 1980: 19.

Na nalazi$tu u Gornjoj Tuzli stratigrafska slika i polozaj

lasinjske kulture nisu sasvim jasni, na $to je ve¢ upozorilo

nekoliko autora, vidi: BENAC 1980: 16; BUDJA 1983: 78;

MARKOVIC 1994: 20; BALEN, DRNIC 2014: 53.

6 VAJZOVIC 2018: 241. U radu se daje pregled $est nalazista
na kojima je ustanovljeno prisustvo lasinjske kulture. Au-
torica je izostavila lokalitet Cazin.
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The Copper Age in the area of present-day
Bosnia and Herzegovina has been insufficient-
ly explored. The work of several authors — A.
Benac, B. Covi¢, Z. Zeravica, B. Govedarica
and B. Marijanovi¢ — is of importance for
the understanding of the Copper Age there.!
More recently, the history of research into
Chalcolithic cultures, with special reference to
the Lasinja culture, has been presented by D.
Vajzovié.”

The Lasinja culture was relatively wide-
spread, occupying what is now continental
Croatia and Slovenia, northern Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Styria, Carinthia and southern
Burgenland in Austria, as well as Hungari-
an Transdanubia. The culture belongs to the
Middle Copper Age period and has been ab-
solute-dated to around 4350 to 3950 BC. It
developed from the Lengyel and late Sopot
cultures and, despite emerging in the Aenco-
lithic period, in terms of lifestyle it remained
faithful to late-stage Neolithic traditions.?

In present-day Bosnia and Herzegovina,
very few Lasinja-culture sites have been iden-
tified, leading to the area’s categorisation as a
peripheral Lasinja-culture distribution zone.*
However, this classification could equally be
the result of the insufficient number of exca-
vations in the area.

To date, Lasinja pottery characteristics have
been confirmed at seven sites in Bosnia and
Herzegovina: Zemunica in Radosavska near
Banja Luka, Visoko Brdo in Lupljanica, Vis
in Modran near Derventa, Donji Klakar near
Bosanski Brod, Gornja Tuzla in Tuzla,’ Bi-

1 MARIJANOVIC 2003. The cited book contains a detailed
history of excavations, including a complete list of authors
who have dealt with the Copper Age in the area of present-
day Bosnia and Herzegovina.

2 VAJZOVIC 2018.

3 BALEN 2008; CATA]J 2018; 2019. The works mention li-
terature relevant to the entire Lasinja-culture distribution
area.

4 BENAC 1980: 19.

> The stratigraphic picture and position of Lasinja culture at
the Gornja Tuzla site are not quite clear, as has been pointed
out by several authors, s.: BENAC 1980: 16; BUDJA 1983,
78; MARKOVIC 1994: 20; BALEN, DRNIC 2014: 53.
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rom gradu u Cazinu’.

Iskopavanja na lokalitetu Visoko brdo u
Lupljanici kod Dervente proveo je D. Basler
1958., 1959. te 1960 godine. Njegova objava
uglavnom je bila orijentirana na paleoliticke
nalaze iako je spomenuo i postojanje dvaju
gradevinskih kasnoneolitickih slojeva.® Mlade
nalaze objavio je A. Benac smjestivsi nalaze u
kasni neolitik, odnosno povezao ih je s naj-
mladom fazom vinéanske kulture.” Materijal s
druge strane povezuje i s postneolitickim raz-
dobljem i s Kanziaberg grupom u Austriji,'’ a
smjer dolaska te grupe vidi sa sjevera, odnosno
preko Save. Zanimljiva je i biljeska 53 u kojoj
autor nalaze povezuje s lasinjskom kulturom
i tako je zapravo i to¢no atribuira. Navodi ta-
koder da se grada u mladoj fazi, za koju daje i
mali izbor nalaza na tabli IV, razlikuje po fak-
turi i ukrasavanju od keramickog repertoara
poznatog u tom dijelu Bosne."

U objavi iz 1979. godine Benac nalaziste Vi-
soko brdo u Lupljanici kod Dervente pripisuje
lasinjskoj kulturi."

Keramicki nalazi iz Visokog brda pripadaju
karakteristicnom repertoaru lasinjske kulture;
prisutni su uglavnom dijelovi trbuha posuda i
rucke od vréeva ili salica, a od ukrasa vidimo
urezane motive kao i kombinaciju urezivanja
i kratkih zareza i uboda. Zastupljene su i je-
zicaste aplikacije, koje su, nazalost, u objavi
pogresno okrenute.”” Medu gradom koja se
¢uva u Zemaljskom muzeju Bosne i Hercego-
vine izdvojen je i jedan ulomak gornjeg dijela
bocice (sl. 1; T. I)."* Smatramo da je ulomak

7 RAUNIG 2001: 122-127.

8  BASLER 1962: 6.

®  BENAC 1964: 138.

1 BENAC 1964: 139.

"' BENAC 1964: 137.

2° BENAC 1980: 15.

3 BENAC1964: T.1V/ 7,9.

Neizmjernu zahvalu dugujem kolegama iz Zemaljskog
muzeja Bosne i Hercegovine $to su mi dopustili objavu
bocice lasinjske kulture. Posebna hvala dr. sc. Ani Mari¢.
Nalaz je izloZen u stalnom postavu Bosna i Hercegovina
u prethistorijsko doba, a pronaden je pri odabiru grade za
stalni izloZbeni postav. Za fotografiju bocice zahvalnost
dugujem Adnanu Sahbazu, a za crtez Muhamedu Besla-
gicu.

ograd in Prusac near Donji Vakuf® and Cazin’s
Old Town’.

Excavation campaigns at the Visoko Brdo
site in Lupljanica near Derventa were con-
ducted by D. Basler in 1958, 1959 and 1960.
Although he mentioned the existence of two
Late Neolithic construction layers, his publica-
tion was mainly focused on Palaeolithic finds.®
The earlier finds were published by A. Benac,
who attributed them to the Late Neolithic and
associated them with the final Vinda culture
stage.” On the other hand, he associated the
material also with the post-Neolithic period
and the Kanzianiberg group in Austria,' and
thought that the group had arrived from the
north, across the River Sava. Also interesting
is note 53, in which the author did correctly
attribute the finds by associating them with
Lasinja culture. In addition, he stated that the
later-stage material, a small selection of which
he also published in Plate IV, differed in fab-
ric and decoration from the ceramic repertoire
known from that part of Bosnia."!

In a 1979 paper, Benac attributed the Vi-
soko Brdo site in Lupljanica near Derventa to
Lasinja culture.'?

Pottery finds from Visoko Brdo belong to
the characteristic Lasinja-culture repertoire:
fragments include mainly vessel belly parts
and jug or cup handles; decorations include
incised motifs, as well as a combination of
incisions and short cuts and stitches. Tongue-
shaped appliqués are also represented (in the
plate unfortunately depicted upside down)."
Notable among the material kept in the Na-
tional Museum of Bosnia and Herzegovina is
also a fragment of the upper part of a minia-

6 VAJZOVIC 2018, 241. The paper presents an overview of
six sites at which the presence of Lasinja culture was iden-
tified. The author left out the Cazin site.

7 RAUNIG 2001: 122-127.

8 BASLER 1962: 6.

°  BENAC 1964: 138.

10 BENAC 1964: 139.

"' BENAC 1964: 137.

12 BENAC 1980: 15.

3 BENAC 1964: PL.1V/7,9.
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SLIKA 1. Ulomak keramicke bocice lasinjske kulture, Zemaljski muzej Bosne i Hercegovine, inv. br. 45242 (snimio:

A. Sahbaz)

FIGURE 1 Fragment of a miniature Lasinja-culture ceramic bottle, National Museum of Bosnia and Herzegovina,

No. 45242 (photo by A. Sahbaz)

takoder objavljen u Bendevu radu, ali da je,
kao i u slucaju jezicastih aplikacija, pogresno
okrenut.”

Bocice su karakteristi¢an repertoar lasinjske
kulture, medutim, zastupljene su i u nekim
drugim pretpovijesnim kulturama, primjerice
vin¢anskoj i butmirskoj.'® Stojan Dimitrijevi¢
bocice je datirao u Ila stupanj lasinjske kultu-
re."”

Lasinjske su bocice posude manjih dimenzi-
ja ¢ija je visina ve¢a od maksimalnog promjera
posude, Cesto imaju vertikalno probusene usi-
ce na rubu i prijelomu, a ukrasene su ureziva-
njem i/ili utiskivanjem. Lea Cataj razlikuje tri
tipa bocica:'®

B1. Bo¢ice bikoni¢nog tijela s dvama parovi-
ma vertikalno probusenih usica, ravnog i plo-
¢astog ruba usta. Cesto nose ukras;

> BENAC1964: T.IV/ 2.

'®  KRAMBERGER, BERTHOLD, SPITERI 2021: 3, sl. 1-2.
7 DIMITRIJEVIC 1979: 152-156.

18 CATAJ 2019: 100, 336-337.

258

ture bottle (Fig. 1; PL. I)." Possibly the bottle
fragment was also published in Benac’s paper,
but — as was the case with the tongue-shaped
appliqués — it was reversed."”

Miniature bottles are characteristic of the
Lasinja-culture repertoire, but they are also
found in some other prehistoric cultures, such
as Vinca and Butmir.'® Stojan Dimitrijevi¢
dated the bottles to stage Ila of the Lasinja
culture."”

The Lasinja miniature bottles are vessels of

* T am immensely grateful to my colleagues from the Nati-
onal Museum of Bosnia and Herzegovina for allowing me
to publish the Lasinja-culture bottle. Special thanks go to
Ana Mari¢, PhD. The find is part of the permanent exhi-
bition of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the Prehistoric Period
and was uncovered when selecting the material for the
permanent exhibition. For the photo of the bottle, I owe
gratitude to Adnan Sahbaz, and for the drawing to Muha-
med Beglagic.

> BENAC 1964: P1. IV/ 2.

'® KRAMBERGER, BERTHOLD, SPITERI 2021: 3, Figs.
1-2.

7 DIMITRIJEVIC 1979: 152-156.
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B2. Bocice izduzenog bikoni¢nog tijela i du-
gog vrata s dvama parovima vertikalno probu-
Senih usica. Mogu biti ukrasene;

B3. Bocice sirokog otvora. Imaju par verti-
kalno probusenih usica uz rub.

Primjerak bocice iz Visokog brda pripao bi
tako tipu B1. Rije¢ je o ulomku gornjeg dije-
la bocice s usicama na bikoni¢nom prijelomu.
Bocica je najvjerojatnije imala i dvije usice na
rubu, ali on je, nazalost, fragmentiran. Bocica
je izradena od neprodis¢ene gline, s vidljivim
tragovima primjesa, te je ukrasena kratkim za-
rezima na bikoni¢nom prijelomu.' Nazalost,
kontekst nalaza bocice ostaje nam nepoznat,
jer nisu poznati, odnosno sacuvani, podatci o
nalazu tijekom istrazivanja.

U Visokom brdu pronaden je samo gornji
dio bodice, $to je Cesto i na drugim nalazi$tima
lasinjske kulture,” stoga ne iznenaduje da dio
njih isprva i nije bio interpretiran kao bocice,
ve¢ kao ulomak nekoga drugog tipa posude.
Motze se pretpostaviti stoga da bi se i njihov
broj mogao povedati, te tako nadopuniti kartu
rasprostranjenosti (sl. 2).

Zanimljivo je da se do nedavno smatralo da
su bocice u sklopu lasinjske kulture karakteri¢-
ne iskljucivo za zapadne krajeve prostiranja la-
sinjske kulture,*’ medutim, nalazi bo¢ice u To-
masancima kod Dakova,** kao i ovaj primjerak
iz Visokog brda pomicu prostor rasprostranje-
nosti na istok te daju za pretpostavku da su bo-
Cice, uostalom kao i Zlice, karakteristi¢an oblik
lasinjske keramografije za ¢itav prostor njezina
rasprostiranja.

O funkciji bocica danas znamo zahvaljujudi
recentnim multidisciplinarnim istrazivanjima
na primjercima iz Slovenije koja su pokazala da
su one najvjerojatnije koristene u kozmetici, a
da su se nosile ovjesene o pojas.”® U analizama
su identificirani minerali koji sadrze olovo kao

Dimenzije bo¢ice: visina originalnog ulomka: 4,5 cm, uku-

pna visina nakon rekonstrukcije: 10 cm, max. $irina: 6 cm.

% KRAMBERGER, BERTHOLD, SPITERI 2021:5l. 3/ 2, 3, 5,
6.

2 KRAMBERGER, BERTHOLD, SPITERI 2021: sl. 1.

2 BALEN 2020: 122, T. 1/ 2.

#  KRAMBERGER, BERTHOLD, SPITERI 2021.

smaller dimensions, whose height is larger
than the vessel's maximum diameter, often
with vertically pierced eyelets on the rim and
transition, with incised and/or impressed dec-
orations. L. Cataj distinguishes three types of
bottles:'®

B1. Miniature bottles with a biconic body
and two pairs of vertically pierced eyelets, with
a flat, straight mouth rim. These are often dec-
orated;

B2. Miniature bottles with an elongated bi-
conic body and a long neck with two pairs of
vertically pierced eyelets. These are sometimes
decorated;

B3. Wide-mouthed miniature bottles. These
have a pair of vertically pierced eyelets along
the rim.

The miniature bottle specimen from Visoko
Brdo should thus be assigned to type B1. It is
a fragment of the upper part of a miniature
bottle with eyelets on the biconic transition.
The bottle probably also had two eyelets on
the rim, but unfortunately this is fragmented.
The miniature bottle is made of unpurified
clay, with visible traces of tempering, and is
decorated with short incisions on the biconic
transition."” Unfortunately, the context of the
bottle find remains unknown, as no informa-
tion about the find recorded in the course of
the excavations has been preserved.

In Visoko Brdo only the upper part of a
miniature bottle was found, as is often the
case with finds at other Lasinja-culture sites,*
therefore it comes as no surprise that some of
these were initially not interpreted as bottles,
but rather as fragments of other vessel types.
Hence there is the possibility that the number
of miniature bottles discovered could increase,
thus complementing the distribution map
(Fig. 2).

It is interesting that until recently it was

18 CATAJ 2019: 100, 336-337.

1 Bottle size: height of original fragment: 4.5 cm, total height
after reconstruction: 10 cm, max. width 6 cm.

% KRAMBERGER, BERTHOLD, SPITERI 2021: Fig. 3/ 2, 3,
5,6.
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SLIKA 2. Karta rasprostiranja minijaturnih keramickih bocica lasinjske kulture (prema: Kramberger, Berthold,

Spiteri 2021 i Cataj 2019; izradila: J. Boras)
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FIGURE 2 Map of the distribution of miniature Lasinja-culture ceramic bottles (according to Kramberger,
Berthold, Spiteri 2021 and Cataj 2019; map made by J. Boras)

i péelinji vosak koji sugerira njegovu upotrebu
kao organskog veziva, mozda za stvaranje pi-
gmenata za kozmeticke i/ili medicinske svrhe.
S prostora Hrvatske analizirana je samo jedna
bocica iz Beketinca pri ¢emu je utvrdena pri-
sutnost organskih tvari u tragovima te nekih
anorganskih kationa i aniona (kobalt, alumi-
nij, cink, Zeljezo), dok su spektri nuklearno
magnetske rezonancije uputili na postojanje
estera, ¢ime se zakljucilo da se u bocici najvje-
rojatnije drzalo eteri¢no ulje ili mirisi.?*

Nalaz bocice s lokaliteta istrazivanog daleke
1958. — 1960. godine potvrduje nam da osim
novih istrazivanja, popracenih apsolutnim da-
tumima, i dalje vaznu ulogu u sagledavanju
neke pretpovijesne kulture imaju i revizija i
obrada grade sa starih istrazivamja, tako da
bez objava nalaza sa starih istrazivanja lasinj-
skih lokaliteta, po mogu¢nosti popracenih re-

»  HOMEN 1985; TEZAK-GREGL 2007: 37-38.
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considered that, within Lasinja culture, min-
iature bottles were characteristic exclusively of
the western Lasinja-culture distribution areas;!
however, bottle finds from Tomasanci near
Dakovo,” along with the specimen from Vi-
soko Brdo, extend the distribution area further
east, suggesting that miniature bottles, as well
as spoons, are a characteristic pottery form
across the entire Lasinja-culture distribution
area.

The function of the miniature bottles is now
known, following recent multidisciplinary
research of specimens from Slovenia, which
suggested that they were most likely used in
cosmetics, and that they were worn on belts.”
Analyses identified minerals containing lead,
as well as beeswax, probably used as an organic

2 KRAMBERGER, BERTHOLD, SPITERI 2021: Fig. 1.
2 BALEN 2020: 122,PL. 1/ 2.
»  KRAMBERGER, BERTHOLD, SPITERI 2021.
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vizijskim istrazivanjima, nije moguée donositi
konac¢ne zakljucke o poziciji lasinjske kulture
na prostoru danasnje Bosne i Hercegovine.
Kako je dio minijaturnih lasinjskih boc¢ica
ustanovljen naknadnim pregledom grade, kao
uostalom i bocica iz Visokog brda, moze se
pretpostaviti da ¢e u konacnici i njihov broj
biti ve¢i od onog kojim do sada raspolazemo.
Takoder, novi nalazi bocica, kao i revizija peri-
odizacije lasinjske kulture te dobiveni apsolut-
ni datumi sugeriraju da su bocice karakteristi¢-
ne za cjelokupno trajanje lasinjske kulure, a ne
samo za stupanj Ila, kako je to S. Dimitrijevi¢
pretpostavio. O problemu unutarnje periodi-
zacije lasinjske kulture prema S. Dimitrijevi¢u
raspravlja se ve¢ neko vrijeme, te je nekolicina
autora postavila pitanje je li mogude lasinjsku
kulturu dijeliti na vise faza isklju¢ivo na teme-
lju keramickih oblika i ukrasavanja ili oni ipak
sugeriraju geografsku raznolikost, $to dalje go-
vori o prirodnoj smjeni stanovnis$tva, odnosno
pretapanju starijih, postoje¢ih i novih kultur-
nih pojava u sklopu $irih zbivanja.”
Sjevernobosanski prostor vazan je u sagleda-
vanju ne samo lasinjske kulture ve¢ i ostalih
bakrenodobnih kultura, osobito onih iz raz-
doblja kasnoga bakrenog doba (badenska, ko-
stolacka, vucedolska kultura). Ako je sjeverno-
bosanski prostor i bio samo periferni prostor
lasinjske kulture, jos uvijek nemamo odgovor
na pitanje kada se to dogodilo, jer, nazalost, ne
posjedujemo radiokarbonske datume s bosan-
skohercegovackih lasinjskih lokaliteta. Vaznost
bosanskohercegovackih nalazista sigurno mo-
zemo pretpostaviti zbog bogatstva razli¢itim
sirovinama (kamen, sol, bakrena ruda). Potra-
ga za novim rudnim izvorima upravo je bila
razlogom pokretanja migracije vu¢edolske kul-
ture, i to radi odrzavanja metalurske tradicije
koja je predstavljala jednu od vaznijih grana
ekonomske strukture.” Sigurno ne mozemo

% CATAJ 2019: 31-36. U doktorskoj radnji L. Cataj daje
detaljan popis autora koji su se bavili temom problema
unutarnje periodizacije lasinjske kulture, pa ih na ovome
mjestu ne¢emo posebno navoditi.

% PRAVIDUR 2018.

binder, possibly for the creation of pigments
for cosmetic and/or medical purposes. Only
one miniature bottle from the area of pres-
ent-day Croatia — Beketinac — has been ana-
lysed; the analysis pointed to the presence of
trace organic substances, and some inorganic
cations and anions (cobalt, aluminium, zinc,
iron), while the spectra of nuclear magnetic
resonance indicated the existence of esters,
thus leading to the conclusion that the minia-
ture bottle was most likely used to hold essen-
tial oils or fragrances.*

The miniature-bottle find from a site exca-
vated as early as 1958-1960 confirms that in
the consideration of a prehistoric culture, de-
spite new excavations accompanied by abso-
lute dates, the revision and analysis of material
from past excavations still has an important
role; thus, without the publication of finds
from old excavations of Lasinja sites (prefer-
ably accompanied by renewed excavations),
drawing final conclusions about the position
of Lasinja culture in present-day Bosnia and
Herzegovina would be impossible.

Given that some of the miniature Lasinja
bottles were identified by subsequent inspec-
tion of the material (as was the case with the
bottles from Visoko Brdo), it can be assumed
that ultimately the number of identified spec-
imens will be greater than hitherto. Also, new
bottle finds, as well as a revision of the Lasin-
ja-culture periodisation and the obtained ab-
solute dates, suggest that miniature bottles
are characteristic of the overall duration of
the Lasinja culture, and not only of stage Ila,
as had been assumed by S. Dimitrijevi¢. Dis-
cussion of Dimitrijevi¢’s problematic internal
periodisation of Lasinja culture has been on-
going for some time, and several authors have
questioned whether it is actually possible to
divide Lasinja culture into several stages solely
on the basis of ceramic forms and decorations
and furthermore whether these rather indicate
geographical diversity, in turn suggesting nat-

> HOMEN 1985; TEZAK-GREGL 2007: 37-38.
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isto redi i za lasinjsku kulturu, ali ako znamo
da je, prema dosadasnjem stupnju istrazivanja,
gospodarstvo lasinjske kulture bilo primarno
orijentirano na stocarstvo, mozemo pretposta-
viti da je sol igrala vaznu ulogu u Zivotu nosite-
lja lasinjske kulture, a isto mozemo redi i za ka-
men kao sirovinu. Bakreno doba jest razdoblje
kada se koristi $iri spektar sirovina u odnosu
na ranije razdoblje, a takoder, tijekom srednje-
ga i kasnoga bakrenog doba dolazi do Sirenja
mreZze razmjene sirovina.”’

Svakako, na dobivanje odgovora na sva ova
pitanja, moramo pric¢ekati neka buduéa arheo-
loska istrazivanja lokaliteta lasinjske kulture na
prostoru Bosne i Hercegovine.

¥ BARBIR 2018.
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ural migrations of the population and over-
lapping of past, present and emerging cultural
phenomena within a wider historical context.”

The northern Bosnian area is important for
consideration not only of the Lasinja culture,
but also other Chalcolithic cultures, especially
those from the Late Copper Age (the Baden,
Kostolac and Vudedol cultures). Even if the
area of northern Bosnia was only a peripheral
zone of Lasinja culture, we still do not know
when, because unfortunately we have no radi-
ocarbon dates from Lasinja sites in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. The significance of Bosnian and
Herzegovinian sites can certainly be assumed,
on the basis of the richness of various raw ma-
terials (stone, salt, and copper ore). Precisely,
the search for new ore sources was the main
cause for the migration of Vucedol culture: in
order to preserve the metallurgical tradition,
which was one of its most important econom-
ic industries.? This certainly cannot be said of
Lasinja culture; however, as contemporary re-
search suggests that the Lasinja-culture econ-
omy was primarily oriented toward livestock
breeding, we can assume that salt played an
important role in the life of the practitioners
of Lasinja culture, and this can also be said
about stone as raw material. During the Cop-
per Age a wider range of raw materials was
used (in comparison to earlier periods), and
in addition, during the Middle and Late Cop-
per Age, the raw-material exchange network
expanded.”

Before the answers to all these questions
are obtained, we will obviously have to wait
for some future archaeological excavations of
Lasinja culture sites in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Translation and proof-reading:

ETNOtrend d. o. o.

> CATAJ 2019: 31-36. In her doctoral thesis, L. Cataj pre-
sents a detailed list of authors who have addressed the issue
of the internal periodisation of Lasinja culture, so we will
not specifically list them here.

% PRAVIDUR 2018.

¥ BARBIR 2018.
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T.1

TABLA 1. Crtez keramicke bocice lasinjske kulture, Zemaljski muzej Bosne i Hercegovine, inv. br. 45242 (nacrtao:
M. Beslagi¢)

PLATE 1 Drawing of a miniature Lasinja-culture ceramic bottle, National Museum of Bosnia and Herzegovina, No.
45242) (drawing by M. Beglagi¢)
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