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Visoki knegevski humci s velikim grobnicama u obliku cista izradenima od vapne-
nackih ploca koji sadréavaju izuzetno bogate grobove, kao i oni sa jednostavnijim
grobovima koji sadrgavaju samo setove keramike, ukazuju na vagnost zajednice i
omogucavaju preciznije definiranje njezina kulturnog konteksta. Grobnice su geograf-
ski ogranicene na malo podrucje izmedu Kotorskog zaljeva, Skadarskog jezera i doline
rijeke Zete u Crnoj Gori. Specificna grobna arbitektura, zgréeni polozaj pokojnika te
istaknuti metalni i keramicki predmeti ukazuju na osobitu kulturnu pojavu s pove-
gnicama koje moguce sezu do Bliskog istoka. Humci s grobnicama u obliku kamenih
cista, i oni pripadnika elite i oni s jednostavnijim keramickim prilozima, predstavljaju
istaknutu zajednicu koja je doZiviela svoj procvat u razdoblju prijelaza iz mladeg
bakrenog u starije broncano doba, izmedu 4. i 3. tisucljeca pr. Kr.

U proslosti su jedinstveni Zigosani i urezani ukrasi na keramici doveli do pogresnog
povezivanja tih utjecajnib knegeva sa zajednicama u gornjojadranskom zaledu i Lju-
bljanskom barju, kao i s vuledolskom kulturom, koja potjece iz istoéne Slavonije i
Srijema na desnoj obali Dunava. Uz duzno postovanje prema trudu koji su nasi
gnanstveni prethodnici uloZili u pracenje procesd davne prapovijesti, interpretacija
»CTnogorskog kneZevskog horizonta”, koji predstavlja jednu od prvib prapovijesnibh
elita iz najvisih drustvenih slojeva, zahtijeva preciznost i odgovarajucu hijerarbiju.
Nakon otkrica nekoliko humaka s grobnicama u obliku cista i kraljevskih insignija
postalo je jasno koliko je veliko bilo podrucje na kojem je obitavala ova zajednica za
koju, medu ostalim i s obzirom na humke s podrucja susjedne Albanije, predlazemo
ime ,zajednica sa Skadarskog jezera” s prijelaza iz bakrenog u broncano doba.

The high princely mounds, with large cist-type tombs made of limestone slabs and con-
taining exceptional grave groups — as well as those with simpler grave groups consisting
only ceramic sets — highlight the importance of this community and allow a more
precise definition of their cultural background. These tombs are geographically confined
to a small area between the Gulf of Kotor, Lake Skadar and the Zeta River plain in
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Montenegro. The specific funerary architecture, the crouched position of the deceased,
and the remarkable metal and ceramic artefacts all point to a distinct cultural phe-
nomenon with connections that likely extend to the Near East. These mounds with cist
tombs, both those of the high elite and those with simpler ceramic offerings, represent a
remarkable community that flourished during the transition from the Late Copper Age
to the Early Bronze Age, between the 4th and the 3rd millennia BC.

Previously, the unique stamp-rolled and excised decorations on the ceramics led to
the erroneous association of these influential princes with communities in the upper
Adpriatic hinterland and the Liubljansko Barje (Ljubljana Marshes), as well as with
the Vucedol Culture with its origins in eastern Slavonia and Srijem on the right bank
of the Danube.

With due respect to the efforts of our scholarly predecessors in tracing the processes
of distant prebistory, the interpretation of the ‘Montenegrin princely horizon’, which
represents one of the first prehistoric elites of the highest social strata, requires precision
and appropriate hierarchy. Following the discoveries of several mounds without cist
tombs and royal insignia, it has become clear how large the territory of this community
was, for which we propose, also with regard to the mounds in neighbouring Albanian
territory, the name of the Copper/Bronze Age ‘Lake Skadar community’

268
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U radu se na temelju provedenih arheo-
loskih terenskih istrazivanja, kao i radova si-
rokog spektra crnogorskih i medunarodnih
znanstvenika, analiziraju najstariji kneZevski
humci Crne Gore. Zabiljezeno je nekoliko
znanstvenih priloga, zahvaljujuéi ¢emu su po-
daci o objektima 77 situ i istaknutim grobnim
cjelinama ovih crnogorskih humaka dobro do-
kumentirani i prepoznati. Medutim, u sklopu
bududih istrazivanja trebat e se rasvijetliti
uvjeti koji su doveli do formiranja ove zajed-
nice, porijeklo njezinih posebnih pogrebnih
obicaja i istaknutih grobnih priloga, kao i nje-
zina povezanost s mjerodavnim civilizacijskim
tokovima razdoblja u kojem je postojala.

U dalekoj proslosti, u vrijeme prijelaza iz 4.
u 3. tisucljeée pr. Kr., jadranska obala Crno-
gorskog primorja i njegovo zalede s dolinama
Zete i Morace te $irim podruéjem zapadne i
isto¢ne obale Skadarskog jezera zauzimali su
strateski poloZaj. Za pretpostaviti je da je pod-
rudje bilo vitalno na rutama koje su povezivale
zajednice srediSnjeg i zapadnog Balkana s oni-
ma u isto¢nijem dijelu Podunavlja. Tijekom
tog razdoblja, obiljezenog prijelazom iz mla-
deg bakrenog u starije bron¢ano doba, pojavila
se mo¢na elita, jedna od najreprezentativnijih
u Europi. Svoju je gospodarsku i drustvenu
vaznost iskazivala izgradnjom monumental-
nih grobnica. U grobnicama, smjestenima pod
visokim humcima, katkad nalazimo iznimne
grobne priloge, koji odrazavaju kulturno bo-
gatstvo i strateski znacaj regije.

Otkrice i objava prvog knezevskog humka u
Tivtu na crnogorskoj obali predstavljali su oso-
bito iznenadenje zbog iznimne grobne arhitek-
ture i pripadajucih nalaza. Znanstvenici Maja
Parovi¢-Pesikan i Vojislav Trbuhovi¢ ne samo
da su pokop datirali u to¢an vremenski okvir,
ve¢ su ga na temelju zigosanih i urezanih ukrasa
na keramici pronadenoj u grobnicama i poveza-
li sa slicnom keramikom iz Ljubljanskog Barja.!

Setovi keramike bili su i ostali osobito ista-
knuta znacajka u ovim kraljevskim grobovima.

1 PAROVIC-PESIKAN, TRBUHOVIC 1971.

This paper examines Montenegro's oldest
princely mounds, drawing on archaeological
fieldwork and reports by a wide range of Mon-
tenegrin and international researchers. Sever-
al scholarly contributions have been made,
which have resulted in the architectural data
in situ and the prominent grave groups of this
Montenegrin mounds being well document-
ed and recognised. However, future research
must clarify the conditions that led to the for-
mation of this community, the origins of its
exceptional funeral practices and remarkable
grave goods, and its connections with the rele-
vant civilizational currents of the period.

In the distant past, the Adriatic coast of Mon-
tenegrian Primorje (coast) and its hinterland,
including the Zeta and Moraca river valleys and
the wide surroundings of the western and east-
ern sides of Lake Skadar, occupied a strategic
position during the transition from the 4th to
the 3rd millennium BC. This location seems to
have served as a vital link on the routes connect-
ing the populations of the central and western
Balkans with those further east in the Danube
valley. During this period, which marks the
transition from the Late Copper Age to the
Early Bronze Age, a powerful elite emerged,
one of the most representative in Europe. They
expressed their economic and social impor-
tance through the monumental construction of
their tombs. Their tombs, located under high
mounds, were sometimes accompanied with
exquisite grave goods, reflecting the cultural
richness and strategic prominence of the region.

The discovery and publication of the first
princely mound in Tivat on the Montenegrin
coast came as a remarkable surprise due to the
extraordinary grave architecture and objects
found inside. Researchers Maja Parovi¢-Pesikan
and Vojislav Trbuhovi¢ not only placed the bur-
ial in the correct chronological frame, but also
linked it to similar pottery from Ljubljansko
Barje, based on the stamp-rolled and excised
decorated ceramic found in the grave.!

I PAROVIC-PESIKAN, TRBUHOVIC 1971.
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Na njih posebno upuéuje Stojan Dimitrijevi¢ u
Praistoriji jugoslavenskih zemalja, Klasificirajudi
zajednicu kao dio ,jadranskog tipa ljubljanske
kulture”. Kultura se, navodno, rasprostire duz
isto¢nojadranske obale, od pe¢ina na talijan-
skom kr$u u tr$¢anskom zaledu do humaka
na lokalitetu Pazhok u Albaniji. Dimitrijevi¢
je utvrdio manje od desetak nalazi$ta, od cega
Sest pecina, jedno naselje i cetiri humka, od ko-
jih dva u Crnoj Gori. Te je lokalitete pripisao
ljubljanskoj kulturi na temelju nalaza keramike
koja podsjeca i na alpski i vu¢edolski tip i njiho-
ve dekoracije.

Arheologinja Margarita Primas 90-ih je godina
XX. stolje¢a radila na iskapanjima drugog kne-
zevskog humka u Tivtu i detaljno analizirala po-
grebne obicaje te pozorno istrazila svaki predmet
pronaden u grobnici u obliku ciste. Kako navo-
di M. Primas, karakeeristicna obiljezja i oblici
keramike naveli su je da je pripise jedinstvenoj
kategoriji. Navodi: ,,Da sich zwischen der monte-
negrinischen. Keramik (Velika und Mala Gruda,
Rubeza) und der Facies Ig (Ljubljansko barje, op.
autora) keine spezifische Parallelen erkennen lassen
und auch die ehemals vermutete Synchronlage wohl
abzulehnen ist, empfieblt sich die Definition einer
montenegrinischen Lokalfacies, die wir in folgendem
Facies Kotor nennen. Von zukiinftigen Forschungen
in Nordalbanien ist mit grofSer Wabrscheinlichkeit
eine Erweiterung in diese Rz'c/ztung zu erwarten’”
[,Buduéi da nisu uocljive specifiéne analogije iz-
medu crnogorske keramike (Velika i Mala Gru-
da, Rubeza) i facijesa Ig (Ljubljansko barje, op.
autora) te valja odbaciti negdasnje pretpostavke o
sinkronosti lokaliteta, preporucljivo bi bilo uve-
sti pojam crnogorski lokalni facijes koji ¢emo u
daljnjem tekstu nazivati facijes Kotor. Velika je
vjerojatnost da bi buduéa istrazivanja na sjeveru
Albanije mogla donijeti daljnje spoznaje u tom
smjeru’] te je vremenski i kulturno smjesta unu-
tar mladeg bakrenog doba. Oprezno ih naziva
jadranskim tipom”, s osobitom naglaskom na
pojmu ,facijes Kotor”.?

> DIMITRIJEVIC 1979: 321.
*  PRIMAS 1996: 135.
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The ceramic sets were and still are a promi-
nent feature of these royal graves. In Praistorija
jugoslavenskih zemalja, they were highlighted
by Stojan Dimitrijevi¢, who defined this com-
munity as part of the ‘Adriatic type of the
Ljubljana Culture’. This culture should be dis-
tributed along the eastern Adriatic coast from
the caves in the Trieste hinterland on the Ital-
ian Karst to the Pazhok mounds in Albania.
Dimitrijevi¢ identified less than a dozen sites;
six are caves, one is a settlement, and four are
mounds, two of which are in Montenegro. He
attributed these sites to the Ljubljana Culture
based on their ceramics, which are reminiscent
of both Alpine and Vudedol types, and their
decoration.?

Margareta Primas, the archaeologist who
excavated the second princely mound in
Tivat in the 1990s, carried out a detailed
analysis of burial practices and meticulously
examined each item found in the cist tomb.
According to M. Primas, the ceramics have
distinctive features and forms that led her to
categorise them uniquely. She argued: “Da
sich zwischen der montenegrinischen Keramik
(Velika und Mala Gruda, Rubeza) und der Fa-
cies Ig (Ljubljansko barje, note by the author)
keine spezifische Parallelen erkennen lassen und
auch die ehemals vermutete Synchronlage wohl
abzulehnen ist, empfiehlt sich die Definition
einer montenegrinischen Lokalfacies, die wir in
folgendem Facies Kotor nennen. Von zukiinfti-
gen Forschungen in Nordalbanien ist mit grofSer
Wabhrscheinlichkeit eine Erweiterung in diese
Richtung zu erwarten” and placed it chrono-
logically and culturally within the Late Cop-
per Age. She cautiously refers to these as the
‘Adriatic type’, highlighting in particular the
‘facies Kotor’.?

In a comprehensive monograph detail-
ing the most significant Copper and Bronze
Age finds from Montenegro,* the surprising

2 DIMITRIJEVIC 1979: 321.
3 PRIMAS 1996: 135.
¢ SAVELJIC BULATOVIC, LUTOVAC 2003.
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U monografiji koja donosi pojedinosti o naj-
znacajnijim nalazima iz bakrenog i bron¢anog
doba iz Crne Gore? prvi je put predstavljeno
iznenadujude otkri¢e humka Gruda Boljevi¢a
s pocetka 2000-ih u Podgorici. Ovi istaknuti
vladari, pokopani u Tivtu, Podgorici i okolici
Niksica, dobili su prvo priznanje znanstvene
zajednice 2006. na izlozbi Aleksandra Durma-
na Simbol boga i kralja u Zagrebu.” Novo za-
nimanje za ove humke s grobnicama u obliku
cista uglavnom je rezultat analiza Blagoja Go-
vedarice i Mila Bakovi¢a,® a kasnije je doslo do
objavljivanja monografije o humku s lokaliteta
Gruda Boljevi¢a u Podgorici.” Uz njih, isti¢u
se i humci s grobnicama u obliku cista u koji-
ma je otkriveno keramicko posude (jos uvijek
nazvano ljubljansko-jadranskog tipa) sli¢no
onome iz Tivta i Podgorice, pronadenome pri-
je nesto manje od desetlje¢a na lokalitetima
Sutomore u Crnogorskom primorju i Kujava
kraj Danilovgrada.®

Joseph Maran interpretirao je sredi$nje grob-
nice s lokaliteta Velika i Mala Gruda i Gruda
Boljevi¢a kao crnogorske inacice rane vucedo-
Iske kulture tijekom starijeg bron¢anog doba.’
Stovise, sljedbenici Dimitrijevi¢eva ucenja i
dalje su te nalaze smatrali dijelom jadranske
inacice ljubljansko-vuéedolskog kulturnog ho-
rizonta."

Na konferenciji Knezevski grobovi izmedu
Kavkaza i Atlantika, 3500. — 2500. pr. Kr. odr-
zanoj u listopadu 2018. u crnogorskoj prije-
stolnici Podgorici, Blagoje Govedarica u svom
je predavanju Hijerarbija simbola modi i statusa
u grobovima 4. i 3. tisucljeca pr. Kr. ponovno
naglasio vaznost tih humaka.

U svojem radu, posve¢enom razvojnim faza-

¢ SAVELJIC BULATOVIC, LUTOVAC 2003.

5 GUSTIN 2006.

¢ GOVEDARICA 2010; BAKOVIC, GOVEDARICA 2009;
2010; BAKOVIC 2011.

7 GUSTIN, PRELOZNIK 2015; v. i GUSTIN 2017.

8 ZAGARCANIN 2016; LUTOVAC 2017.

®  MARAN 1998: bilj. 243.; 2007: 8-12.

1 GOVEDARICA 2010; ZAGARCANIN 2016; LUTOVAC
2017.

" Neobjavljeno.

discovery of the Gruda Boljevica mound at
Podgorica in the early 2000s was presented for
the first time. These outstanding rulers, bur-
ied at Tivat, Podgorica and in the surround-
ings of Niksi¢, received the first scientifical
appraisal in 2006 at the Aleksandar Durman’s
exhibition of Symbol of God and King in Za-
greb.” The renewed focus on these mounds
with cist tombs is largely due to the analyses
conducted by Blagoje Govedarica and Mile
Bakovié,® which later resulted in the mono-
graphic publication on the mound at Gruda
Boljevica in Podgorica.” Additionally, mounds
with tomb cists, featuring ceramic vessels (still
of the Ljubljana-Adriatic type) similar to those
from Tivat and Podgorica, excavated less than
a decade ago at Sutomore on the Montenegrin
coast and at Kujava near Danilovgrad, were
also highlighted.®

Joseph Maran proposed that the central
graves of Velika and Mala Gruda and Gruda
Boljevi¢a represented Montenegrin variants
of the Late Vucedol Culture during the Early
Bronze Age period.” Furthermore, adherents
of the Dimitrijevi¢ school continued to regard
these discoveries as part of the Adriatic variant
of the Ljubljana-Vuéedol Culture horizon."

At the conference Princely Graves between the
Caucasus and Atlantic, 3500-2500 BCE held
in October 2018 in Podgorica, the capital of
Montenegro, Blagoje Govedarica in his lec-
ture, titled 7he Hierarchy of Power and Status
Symbols in Graves of the 4th and 3rd Millenni-
um BC, emphasised again the significance of
these mounds.!!

In her study of the ceramic and chronologi-
cal phases of Ljubljansko Barje, Elena Legisha
identified strong links between the Adriatic

5 GUSTIN 2006.

¢ GOVEDARICA 2010; BAKOVIC, GOVEDARICA 2009;
2010: BAKOVIC 2011.

7 GUSTIN, PRELOZNIK 2015; see also GUSTIN 2017.

8 ZAGARCANIN 2016; LUTOVAC 2017.

®  MARAN 1998: note 243; 2007: 8-12.

1o GOVEDARICA 2010; ZAGARCANIN 2016; LUTOVAC
2017.

11 Unpublished.

271



M. GUSTIN: ,Zajednica sa Skadarskog jezera” na prijelazu iz bakrenog u broncano doba

18 (2024), 267-295

ma keramike i kronoloskim fazama Ljubljan-
skog barja, Elena Legisha prepoznala je snazne
veze izmedu zajednica koje su nastanjivale ja-
dransko priobalje i njihove inacice ljubljanske
kulture na temelju ukrasavanja urezivanjem i
keramickih formi. Medutim, nije pronadena
jasna poveznica sa setovima keramike iz kne-
zevskih humaka u Crnoj Gori. Uodila je sli¢-
nost u sintaksi crnogorskog ukrasa i keramike
vucedolske kulture te podrzala uporabu izraza
~crnogorska ina¢ica vucedolske kulture” koji je
predlozio J. Maran. 2

Sveobuhvatan pregled grobnih humaka
razmjestenih duz isto¢nojadranske obale ti-
jekom 3. tisu¢lje¢a pr. Kr. nedavno je pred-
stavio Staso Forenbaher. Njegov rad takoder
ukljucuje analizu pojave crnogorskih grobnih
humaka s posebnim naglaskom na grobnice
u obliku cista i njihovu dataciju u prvu ce-
tvrtinu 3. tisu¢ljeca pr. Kr. U svojoj temelji-
toj studiji keramickih nalaza otkrivenih na
golemom isto¢nojadranskom podru¢ju Fo-
renbaher kategorizira crnogorske keramicke
grobne priloge prema specifi¢nim kriterijima,
ukljuéujudi i tipove ljubljansko-jadranske te
cetinske keramike.!?

U publikaciji objavljenoj prigodom izlozbe
Prvi kraljevi Europe, dragocjeni predmeti iz
humka s lokaliteta Gruda Boljevéa klasifici-
rani su u poglavlju Proo zlatno doba: bakreno
doba. Nemanja Radunovi¢ grobne priloge u
katalogu razvrstava prema posudama koriste-
nima za ukope kao lokalnu varijantu — (juzno)
jadranski tip ljubljanske kulture — i datira ih
na pocetak razdoblja izmedu 3100. i 3000. go-
dine pr. Kr."

Definiranje crnogorskih setova keramike (sl.
5) kao ljubljanske (vuéedolske) jadranske ke-
ramike i njihovo datiranje u starije bronc¢ano
doba ostaje sredi$nja tema mnogih rasprava,
odrazavajué¢i snaznu tradiciju jugoslavenske

2 LEGHISSA 2021: 11.

13 FORENBAHER 2023. Vidi bazi¢ne radove: GOVEDARICA
1989; 2006; MARIJANOVIC 1991.

4 RADUNOVIC 2022: 48-50; upucuje na rad BAKOVIC,
GOVEDARICA 2010.
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coastal communities and their variant of the
Ljubljana Culture, based on the excised orna-
ment and ceramic forms. However, no clear
connections could be found to the ceramic
sets from the princely mounds in Montene-
gro. She observed a resemblance in the syntax
of Montenegrin decoration to that of the ce-
ramics of the Vucedol Culture and endorsed
the use “Montenegrin variant of the Vucedol
Culture,” as proposed by J. Maran. 12

A comprehensive examination of the buri-
al mounds situated along the eastern Adriat-
ic coast during the 3rd millennium BC was
recently presented by Staso Forenbaher. His
work also includes an analysis of the Mon-
tenegrin mound burial phenomenon, with a
particular focus on cist tombs and the dating
of these to the first quarter of the 3rd millen-
nium BC. In his thorough study of ceramic
finds discovered across a vast area of the East-
ern Adriatic, Forenbaher categorises the Mon-
tenegrin ceramic grave goods according to spe-
cific criteria, including the Ljubljana-Adriatic
and Cetina ceramic types.'?

In the accompanying publication for the ex-
hibition 7he first Kings of Europe, the precious
objects from the Gruda Boljevéa mound are
classified in the chapter: The first Gilded Era,
The Copper Age. In catalogue, Nemanja Radu-
novi¢ posits the grave goods according to bur-
ial vessels — as a local variant: the (south) Adri-
atic type of the Ljubljana Culture and dates
them to early in between 3100 and 3000 BC."*

The Ljubljana (Vuéedol) Adriatic ceramic
definition of Montenegrin ceramic sets (Fig.
5) and their dating to the Early Bronze Age
remain a central theme in many discussions,
reflecting a robust tradition of the Yugoslav
archaeological school. Although not defini-
tively proven, M. Primas proposed a shift in
the cultural association with the pottery of the

12 LEGHISSA 2021: 11.

13 FORENBAHER 2023. See also basic works: GOVEDARICA
1989; 2006; MARIJANOVIC 1991.

4 RADUNOVIC 2022: 48-50; he references the paper
BAKOVIC, GOVEDARICA 2010.
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arheoloske $kole. Unato¢ pomanjkanju évrstih
dokaza, M. Primas predlaze odmak od pove-
zivanja ove kulture s keramikom s lokaliteta
Ljubljansko barje, polaze¢i od pretpostavke o
postojanju zajednice na temelju analize me-
talnih nalaza iz mladeg bakrenog doba na Bli-
skom istoku. S obzirom na brojne veze izmedu
kraljevskih insignija na Istoku," i ja se prikla-
njam tom glediStu. Radi boljeg razumijevanja
logike datiranja i ubiciranja ovih prvih vlada-
ra, prvo treba podsjetiti na obiljezja njihovih
pogrebnih obicaja i grobnih cjelina.

HUMCI I GROBNICE

Gradnja velikih humaka i grobnica u obli-
ku cista od iznimno teskih vapnenackih ploca
ukazuje na visoko razvijenu socijalnu struk-
turu. Postojanje monumentalnih humaka, uz
kraljevske insignije i druge statusne simbole,
ukazuje na iznimnu ulogu ove regije u odnosu
na nize slojeve u hijerarhiji u ostalim drustve-
nim zajednicama na podrudju Balkana i sred-
nje Europe.

Prve grobnice elita mladeg bakrenog doba
na podruéju Crne Gore u pravilu su gradene
u nekoliko faza. U prvoj fazi iskopala bi se
jama dubine priblizno jednog metra i orijen-
tirana u smjeru istok — zapad. Po zavrietku
pogrebnog obreda u jamu bi se polozilo po-
kojnika ili pokojnicu. U grobnicama nacelno
nije bilo priloga, izuzev pokojeg skromnijeg
predmeta. Nakon toga bi se jama zapunila
zemljom iskopanom iz blize okolice, a nad
njom bi se podigao visok, izgledom upecat-
ljiv humak (sl. 1/1). Primjer takvih ranih po-
grebnih obicaja i arhitektonskih oblika pred-
stavljaju humak s lokaliteta Gruda Boljevi¢a
tijekom faze 1, kao i ostali primjeri iz regije,
medu kojima obliznji humci s lokaliteta Shtoj
(Stoj) u istoénom zaledu Skadarskog jezera.'s
Ti humci ¢esto su okruzeni manjim suhozidi-

15 V.i DURMAN 2006: 67-76.
16 GUSTIN, PRELOZNIK 2015: 34-35, sl. 17.

Ljubljansko Barje, suggesting the existence of
a community based on the examination of
metal finds from the Late Copper Age of the
Near East. Given the numerous connections
between royal insignia in the East,” I have
also aligned with this perspective. In order to
gain a deeper understanding of the rationale
behind the dating and positioning of these
first rulers, it is first necessary to present again
the characteristics of their burial practices and
grave assemblages.

THE MOUNDS AND GRAVES

The construction of large mounds and cist
tombs, built with extremely heavy limestone
slabs, indicates a highly developed social
structure. The existence of these monumental
mounds, accompanied by royal insignia and
other status symbols, demonstrate the excep-
tional role this region played in relation to the
lower strata of hierarchy in other Balkan and
central European societies.

The first graves of the Late Copper Age elites
in the Montenegro region were typically con-
structed in several stages. Initially, a pit about
1 meter deep, oriented east-west, was excavat-
ed. Once the funeral ceremony had conclud-
ed, the deceased was placed in this pit. The
graves generally lacked grave goods, except
for occasional modest objects. Subsequently,
the pit was filled with earth sourced from the
surrounding area, and a high, visually strik-
ing mound was erected over it (Fig. 1/1). An
exemplary illustration of these early funerary
practices and architectural forms is the mound
at Gruda Boljevi¢a during phase 1, along with
other regional examples, such as the nearby
mounds at Shroj (Stoj) in Lake Skadar east-
ern hinterland.’® These mounds frequently
exhibit the presence of small dry-stone walls
surrounding them, and are typically less sub-

5 See also DURMAN 2006: 67-76.
16 GUSTIN, PRELOZNIK 2015: 34-35, Fig. 17.
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ma i manji su od humaka kasnijih generacija.

U sljede¢oj fazi [ove drustvene zajednice]
gradile su se slozenije grobnice u obliku cista
od velikih vapnenackih plo¢a ili drugih ka-
menih materijala. U samom srediStu budu-
¢eg humka, izravno na zemlju postavile bi se
Cetiri velike ploce koje su tvorile grobnu cistu
dimenzija priblizno 1,30 x 0,80 metara. Na
lokalitetu Kujava II znanstvenici su uocili po-
stojanje zaravnatog i nabitog zemljanog platoa
koji je na lokalitetu Mogila na rake izgraden
od vapnenackih ploca ili kamenja te su po nje-
mu razasuti manji ulomci keramike i pepela.

U sklopu pogrebnog obreda pokojnik se po-
lagao u cistu u zgréenom polozaju u smjeru
sjeveroistok — jugozapad, uz grobne priloge.
Nakon polaganja pokojnika, ¢etiri okomite
ploce i cijelu komoru prekrili bi ve¢im vapne-
nackim plo¢ama.

Nakon prekrivanja grobnica u obliku cista
teskim stijenama, preko njih bi nasipali viso-
ku zemljanu ili kamenu gomilu. Na lokalite-
tu Kujava II rubovi humka su ojacani velikim
vapnenackim stijenama. Zanimljivo je da, kad
je rije¢ o knezevskom grobu s lokaliteta Gruda
Boljevica (faza 2), iznenaduje da nisu otkriveni
vidljivi ostaci kamenih ili vapnenackih ploca
(sl. 1/1).

Grobnice s knezevskom opremom, kao sto
su one na polozajima Mala i Velika Gruda (sl.
1/4) te 2. faza na polozaju Gruda Boljevica,
obi¢no su se gradile za jednu osobu koja je
bila pripadnik drustvene elite. Iznimno su u
tumulu na lokalitetu Kujava II jedna uz dru-
gu izgradene dvije grobnice u obliku cista
(sl. 1/3). U grobnici 1 ukopani su posmrtni
ostaci triju osoba: adolescenta i dviju odra-
slih osoba. U grobnici 2 nalazio se ukop samo
jedne odrasle osobe. Sli¢an slucaj viSestrukih
istodobnih ukopa zateéen je u tumulu na lo-
kalitetu Mogila na rake (sl. 1/2), gdje su pro-
nadeni ostaci muskarca, djecaka te, vjerojat-
no, Zene.

U samom sredistu tumula na lokalitetu Gru-
da Boljevi¢a pronadena su dva ukopa. Prvi,
nazvan ,osniva¢’, polozen je u raku. Jedini
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stantial than those of later mound generations.

In the next phase (of this society), elaborate
cists tombs were constructed from large lime-
stone slabs or other lithic materials. At the cen-
tre of the future mound, four large slabs were
placed directly on the earth, forming a tomb
cist approximately 1.30 x 0.80 metres in size.
Researchers observed the presence of a plat-
form in Kujava II constructed as a prepared
earthen plateau, at Mogila na Rake construct-
ed from limestone plates or stones, scattered
with small fragments of ceramics and ashes.

During the funerary ceremony, the deceased
was placed inside the cist tomb, in a crouched
position, from northeast to southwest, accom-
panied with grave goods. Once the deceased
had been placed inside, the four vertical slabs
and the entire chamber were covered with
larger limestone slabs.

Once the cist tomb had been covered with
heavy stone rocks, a high mound of earth or
stones was constructed over them. In Kujava
IT the edges of mound were reinforced with
large limestone rocks. Interestingly, in the
case of the princely grave from Gruda Bol-
jevi¢a (phase 2), there are surprisingly no ev-
idential remains of stone or limestone slabs
(Fig. 1/1).

Tombs equipped with princely equipment,
such as those in Mala and Velika Gruda (Fig.
1/4), and Gruda Boljevica, phase 2, were typ-
ically constructed for a single elite individual.
Exceptionally, two cist tombs were built side
by side in the Kujava II mound (Fig. 1/3).
Tomb 1 contained burials of three individuals:
a juvenile and two adults. Tomb 2 contained
only one adult. A similar case of multiple si-
multaneous burials was found in the mound at
Mogila na Rake (Fig. 1/2), where the remains
of a man, a young boy, and possibly a woman
were discovered.

In the Gruda Boljevi¢a mound, two burials
were placed in the centre of the mound. The
first, referred to as ‘the founder’, was buried
in a pit. The only artefact associated with ‘the
founder’ was a flint tool. The pit grave under
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SLIKA 1. Shematski prikaz humaka mladeg bakrenog doba u Crnoj Gori: 1. Podgorica — Gruda Boljevica (prema:
Gustin, Preloznik 2015: sl. 22); 2. Sutomore - Mogila na rake (prema: Zagarcanin 2016: sl. 2a); 3. Kujava II kod
Danilovgrada (prema: Lutovac 2017: sl. 2); 4. Tivat - Velika Gruda (prema: Della Casa 1996: sl. 18). (M = 200.

Skica: Gustin 2017, sl. 2)

FIGURE 1 Schematic view of Late Copper Age mounds in Montenegro: 1 Podgorica-Gruda Boljevi¢a (after Gustin,
Preloznik 2015: Fig. 22); 2 Sutomore-Mogila na Rake (after Zagarcanin 2016: Fig. 2a); 3 Kujava II by Danilovgrad
(after Lutovac 2017: Fig. 2); 4 Tivat-Velika Gruda (after Della Casa 1996: Fig. 18). (M = 200. Sketch: Gustin 2017:

Fig. 2)

predmet povezan s ,osniva¢em” bila je kreme-
na alatka. Grobnica ispod humka upuéuje na
mogu¢nost da je pokojnik bio jedan od prvih
pripadnika ili osnivaca nove civilizacije u regiji.

Drugi ukop [bez kostiju], polozen na povr-
sinu prvog humka, jedan metar iznad ,osniva-
Ceve” grobnice i poznat kao ,knez”, sadrzavao

mound suggests that the individual may have
been one of the pioneers or founders of a new
civilisation in the region.

The second burial [with no bones], placed
on the surface of the first mound, 1 metre
above ‘the founder’s’ pit grave and known as
‘the prince’, contained grave goods — a rich
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je grobne priloge — bogatu zbirku predmeta,
ukljuc¢ujuéi osobnu odje¢u i oruzje. Grada je
tipi¢na za ,knezevski horizont”.

Znacajna promjena dogodila se u trecoj fazi
razvoja humaka, $to je najbolje ilustrirano na
primjeru Kuda Rakica. Rije¢ je o humku s ne-
koliko grobova pripadnika iste obitelji ili ple-
mena, s manjim razlikama u veli¢ini i grobnim
prilozima, ali bez ocite diferencijacije."”

ORUZJE I NAKIT

Humci s lokaliteta Mala i Velika Gruda u
Tivtu te Gruda Boljevi¢a u Podgorici sadrza-
vali su istaknute primjerke oruzja kao insignije
i dragocjene osobne ornamente kao statusne
simbole. Njihovo znacenje ne proizlazi samo
iz njihova oblika ili materijala, ve¢ i iz visokog
statusa njihovih vlasnika.

Medu pronadenim oruzjem je zakrivljena
kamena bojna sjekira iz Grude Boljevica te
jo$ jedna bojna sjekira iz grobnice s polozaja
Mala Gruda, izradena od elektruma/srebra (sl.
2/ 2-3). Kamene bojne sjekire, poznate po
svojim razradenim oblicima i visokoj kvaliteti
izrade, ¢est su nalaz u primarnim podru¢jima
rasprostranjenosti jamne kulture i kulture ka-
takombnih grobova, kao $to ilustrira primje-
rak sjekire iz Luganska i sjekir tipa Mihajlov-
ka. Vazno je napomenuti da obje sjekire imaju
identi¢ne zlatne kapice koje su pokrivale gor-
nji kraj drska, $to je znacajan pokazatelj njiho-
ve kronoloske podudarnosti i njihova porijekla
iz iste [lokalne] radionice.'®

U oba groba otkriveni su elitni bodezi s tro-
kutastim ostricama. Na lokalitetu Gruda Bolje-
vi¢a otkriven je broncani primjerak, dok je na
lokalitetu Mala Gruda pronaden zlatni bodez
(sl. 2/1). Ti tipovi bodeza bili su $iroko raspro-
stranjeni u geografskom smislu, pri ¢emu zlatni

17 GUSTIN, PRELOZNIK 2015: 35, 40.

8O preno$enju znanja ili mobilnosti obradivaca metala i
proizvodnyji sjekira s cilindri¢nim produZetkom za nasad
dréka na pocetku starijeg bron¢anog doba v. TERZAN
2023:170-171.
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collection of items including personal attire
and weapons. These artefacts are typical of the
‘princely horizon’.

A significant change occurred in the third
phase of the development of mounds, which is
best illustrated in the case of Kuée Rakica. It is
a mound with several graves belonging to the
same family or genus, with slight differences
in size and grave goods, but without obvious
differentiation.!”

WEAPONS AND JEWELLERY

The mounds of Mala and Velika Gruda in
Tivat and Gruda Boljevic¢a in Podgorica con-
tained outstanding weapons as insignia and
precious personal ornaments as status sym-
bols. Their meaning derived not only from
their form or material but also from the high
status of their owners.

Weapons found include a curved stone
battle axe from Gruda Boljevi¢a and anoth-
er battle axe from the grave at Mala Gruda,
made of electrum/silver (Fig. 2/ 2,3). Stone
battle axes, known for their elaborate forms
and high quality, are frequently discovered
in the primary regions of the Yamnaya and
Catacomb cultures, as exemplified by the
Lugansk axe and the axes of the Mihajlovka
type. It is noteworthy that both axes feature
an identical golden shaft-hole cap, serving as
a strong indicator of their chronological cor-
respondence and origin from the same [local]
workshop.'®

Elite daggers with triangular blades were dis-
covered in both graves. A bronze example was
uncovered at Gruda Boljevi¢a, while a gold
dagger (Fig. 2/1) was found at Mala Gruda.
These types of daggers were geographically
widespread, with the golden dagger showing

strong parallels at sites such as Bayindirik,

7 GUSTIN, PRELOZNIK 2015: 35, 40.

For the transfer of knowledge or mobility of metallurgists
and production of collared axe type in the begin of Early
Bronze Age see TERZAN 2023: 170-171.
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SLIKA 2. OruZje crnogorskih knezova. 1-2 Mala Gruda kod Tivta, 3 Gruda Boljevica u Podgorici
(snimio: T. Lauko)
F1GURE 2 The weapons of Montenegrin princes. 1-2 Mala Gruda by Tivat, 3 Gruda Boljevié¢a at Podgorica
(photo by T. Lauko)

bodez ima znacdajne analogije na lokalitetima
kao $to su Bayindirik, Karatas i Alaca-Hiiytuik
u Maloj Aziji. " Medu oruzjem pronadenim u
Velikoj Grudi su i jednostavna plosnata sjekira,
kao i razne teske alatke razlicitih oblika.

U sva tri ,kneZevska® groba pronadeni su
predmeti za osobno ukrasavanje, ukljucuju-
¢i zlatne karicice za kosu tipa Lefkada (sl. 3/
1). Taj je tip karic¢ica za kosu s preklapaju¢im
krajevima bio rasprostranjen na Sirokom po-
drudju od donjeg toka Dunava do Karpatske
kotline. Ukrasi su pronadeni osobito uz poje-
dina¢ne ukope na lokalitetima Steno na gré-
kom otoku Lefkadi, Velika Gruda, kao i dru-
gima, primjerice Kumane (Srbija), Tirnava,
Venec, Jurilovca (Bugarska), Ampoita i Craio-
va (Rumunjska). Lokalna inadica, poznata kao
tip Mala Gruda, sa $irokim ¢unjastim zavr$e-
cima, jednoznacno je prepoznata na lokaliteti-
ma Velika i Mala Gruda u Tivtu, kao i Grudi
Boljevica (sl. 3/2).%°

19 PRIMAS 1996: 88-91, 161.
2 GUSTIN, PRELOZNIK 2015: sl. 11; DANI 2021: sl. 9.

Karatas, and Alaca-Hiiyiik in Asia Minor."” In
the Velika Gruda mound, the range of weap-
ons also includes a simple flat axe and various
heavy tools of different shapes.

Items of personal adornment, including
golden lockrings of the Leukas type of per-
sonal head ornament, were found in all three
‘princes’ mounds (Fig. 3/1). This type of lock-
ring, with overlapping ends, was widespread
over a large area from the Lower Danube to
the Carpathian Basin. These ornaments were
found in particular in individual burials at
Steno on the Greek island of Leukas, Velika
Gruda, and other sites such as Kumane (Ser-
bia), Tarnava, Venec, Jurilovca (Bulgaria), and
Ampoita and Craiova (Romania). A local vari-
ant, known as the Mala Gruda type with wide
conical ends, has been uniquely identified at
Velika and Mala Gruda in Tivat, as well as at
Gruda Boljevi¢a (Fig. 3/2).%

Such rings, indicating the highest social

¥ PRIMAS 1996: 88-91, 161.
»  GUSTIN, PRELOZNIK 2015: fig. 11; DANI 2021: fig. 9.
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SLIKA 3. Zlatne karicice tipa Lefkada i Mala Gruda: Velika Gruda (snimio: T. Lauko)
F1GURE 3 Golden lockrings of Leukas and Mala Gruda types: Velika Gruda (photo by T. Lauko)

278



18 (2024), 267-295

M. GusTIN: Lake Skadar Community’ at the Turn from the Copper to the Bronze Age

Takve karicice, koje ukazuju na najvisi drus-
tveni status, nosili su i muskarci i Zene te su
varirale od regije do regije. Njihova prisutnost
ukazuje na veze izmedu tih udaljenih zajed-
nica. S obzirom na sli¢nost i pozamasan broj
nalaza takvih karic¢ica na Lefkadi, karicice iz
Tivta i Podgorice oéito su povezane s tim di-
jelom jonskog odnosno egejskog podrudja.
Osim toga, pojedina¢ni primjeri karicica tipa
Lefkada stigli su i do sjeveroisto¢nog Podunav-
lja, vjerojatno razmjenom ili kao prototipovi
za lokalne zlatare, s obzirom na to da su kari-
Cice od plemenitih metala bile prepoznatljivo
obiljezje jamne kulture. Sliéno tome, zlatni
ukrasi za kosu sredozemnog tipa postali su po-
pularni diljem gré¢kog poluotoka, Crne Gore
i juznokarpatskog podrucja, osobito u drugoj
polovici 3. tisu¢ljeéa pr. Kr.?!

Vrijedni grobni prilozi pronadeni u nekim
kneZevskim grobovima ne samo da demonstri-
raju zanatsko umijece i pristup udaljenim tr-
govackim mrezama,” nego — $to je jo§ vaznije
— odrazavaju visok drustveni status pokojnika
duz crnogorskog dijela jadranske obale i u do-
lini Zete.

S obzirom da se ta populacija vjerojatno naj-
veéim dijelom razvila zahvaljujuéi napretku
metalurgije, razumljivo je da metalni predmeti
pronadeni u kneZevskim grobovima — uklju-
¢ujudi i nakit i oruzje — odrazavaju sofisticira-
nost visokorazvijenih zajednica na istoku.

KERAMIKA

Ovi specifi¢ni setovi keramike ukrasene Zi-
gosanjem i urezivanjem (sl. 4-5) grobni su pri-
log koji je zajednicki svim grobnicama u obli-
ku cista horizonta mladeg bakrenog / starijeg
bronc¢anog doba. Svaki grob tipi¢no sadriava
plitki tanjur s lepezastim prosirenjem te krcag
ili vr¢, kao Sto je slucaj s nalazima zateceni-
ma u tumulima Mala Gruda, Gruda Boljevi¢a

2 MELLER 2014: sl. 3.
2 MARAN 2007: 11-12.

status, were worn by both men and wom-
en and varied from region to region. Their
presence underlines the links between these
distant communities. Given the similarity
and the considerable number of such rings
found on Leukas, the rings from Tivat and
Podgorica should be linked to this part of
the Ionian and Aegean. Additionally, indi-
vidual examples of Leukas-type rings also
reached the northeastern Danube region,
probably through exchange or as prototypes
for local goldsmiths, since precious metal
lockrings were a distinctive feature of the
Yamnaya culture. Similarly, golden hair or-
naments of the Mediterranean type became
popular across the Greek peninsula, Mon-
tenegro, and the southern Carpathian area,
especially in the second half of the 3rd mil-
lennium BC.*!

The precious grave goods found in some
princely graves not only demonstrate the skills
of craftsmen and access to long-distance trade
networks but,”* more importantly, reflect the
high social status of the deceased along Mon-
tenegro’s Adriatic coast and in the Zeta valley.

Given that this population probably devel-
oped, largely due to advances in metallurgy, it
is understandable that the metal objects found
in princely graves — including both jewellery
and weapons — reflect the sophistication of
highly developed eastern communities.

POTTERY

This distinctive ceramic sets, with stamp-
rolled and excised decoration (Figs. 4-5) is a
common grave good in all cist tombs of the
Late Copper/Early Bronze Age mound hori-
zon. Typically, each grave contains a platter
with a fan-shaped rim extension and a pitch-
er or jug, as found in the mounds of Mala

Gruda, Gruda Boljevi¢a, and Mogila na

2 MELLER 2014: fig. 3.
2 MARAN 2007: 11-12.
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SLIKA 4. Gruda Boljeviéa u Podgorici: set keramike (prema: Gustin 2006, sl. 2-3)
F1GURE 4 Gruda Boljevi¢a at Podgorica: pottery set (after Gustin 2006, Figs. 2-3)

i Mogila na rake. Ulomak identi¢nog tanjura
otkriven je u Rubezi kraj Niksi¢a. Keramika iz
grobnice Kujava — koja se sastoji od jednostav-
nog plitkog tanjura i duboke zdjele s izrazito
uvucenim obodom razlikuje se oblikom, ali je
ukrasena istom tehnikom. Sli¢na kombinaci-
ja, iako neukrasena te razlicitih oblika — manji
vrci¢ i stozasta zdjela — poznata je iz groba 15
humka 6 lokaliteta Shtoj u isto¢nom zaledu
Skadarskog jezera.

Tu keramiku predstavlja poseban i trajan tip
posuda s posebnim tipom ornamentike koja,
¢ini se, predstavlja ,,neku vrstu mode” tog raz-
doblja, koja se proteze od isto¢nih Alpa i Kar-
patske kotline do obale Jadrana. Plitki tanjuri
i vréevi bez sumnje pripadaju izvornom regi-
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Rake. One identical platter fragment was dis-
covered in RubeZi near Niksi¢. The pottery
from the Kujava tomb — consisting of a sim-
plified platter and a deep bowl with a strong-
ly inward-turned rim differs in form, but is
decorated with the same technique. A simi-
lar combination, though undecorated and of
different forms — a smaller jug and a conical
bowl — is known from grave 15 of mound
6 at Shtoj in the eastern hinterland of Lake
Skadar.

This pottery represents a special and
long-lasting type of vessel, decorated with a
special type of ornaments that seem to form
a ‘fashion trend of the era’ extending from the
Eastern Alps and Carpathian Basin to the Adri-
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onalnom tipu koji se proizvodio u lokalnim
radionicama te im je primarna namjena vjero-
jatno bila pogrebna.

Keramika iz crnogorskih humaka obi¢no se
klasificira kao ,jadranski tip ljubljanske kul-
ture”, iako se odlikuje prepoznatljivim zna-
¢ajkama i oblicima koji su M. Primas naveli
da ga opise kao ,facijes Kotor”. No, u $irem
podrudju, ,jadranski” i ,ljubljanski” elementi
zapravo su prili¢no rijetki (Dimitrijevi¢) te ih
se redovito prepoznaje kao takve u slojevima
lokalnih kultura (v. Forenbaher).?

Asimetri¢ni plitki tanjuri s lepezastim pro-
duzetkom redom su bogato ukraseni i iznutra
i izvana, a razlikuju se pretezno po nacinu na
koji im je oblikovano dno, koje moze popri-
miti oblik niZe ili viSe prstenaste noge, pone-
kad s otvorima (sl. 4/1; 5/2, 4, 7-8). Kako je
pokazala M. Primas, oblikovne analogije asi-
metri¢nim posudama nalazimo uglavnom u
Grckoj, ali ne i na kontinentu.

Vréevi s dugackom ruckom koja povezuje
obod s ramenom ili trbuhom $iroko su raspro-
stranjen funkcionalan oblik u isto¢noj Europi
i Maloj Aziji. Medu bogato ukrasenim kera-
mickim posudem nailazimo na razlicite oblike,
uklju¢ujudi visok i elegantan vr¢ iz Grude Bo-
ljevi¢a, kompakeniji vr¢i¢ iz Male Grude i asi-
metri¢ni iz Sutomora (sl. 4/3; 5/1, 5-6). Stoga
predstavljaju popularan i dugotrajan istaknuti
tip regionalne keramike koja se i proizvodila u
nekoliko razli¢itih lokalnih radionica.

Mogucée tumacenje ove izvrsne keramike va-
lja traZiti u njezinoj obrednoj svrsi. Za razliku
od naseobinskih slojeva, u kojima su ulomci
na taj nacin ukrasene keramike iznimno rijetki
(pe¢ina Odmut i Ravli¢a pedina), # u knezev-
skim je grobovima bogato ukraseno posude
istog oblika redovit nalaz. Namede se pitanje
jesu li se te luksuzne inacice keramike koristi-
le u svakodnevnom zivotu ili su osmisljene i

»  DIMITRIEVIC 1979: 321; FORENBAHER 2023: 17-95,
fig. 11; 38, table 7.

*  PRIMAS 1996: 57-61, Abb. 5.6.

»  MARKOVIC 1985: pl. 27/ 2, 5; 28/ 4, 6-8; 29: 8; MARIJA-
NOVIC 1981: pl. 36/ 6; 2012: pl. 68/ 5; 73/ 7.

atic coast. The platters and jugs are without
doubt of an original regional type produced
by local workshops and probably intended pri-
marily for burial purposes.

The pottery from the Montenegrin mounds
has usually been classified as belonging to the
“Adriatic type of the Ljubljana Culture,” al-
though it has distinctive features and shapes
that led M. Primas to describe it as “facies
Kotor”. In reality, the “Adriatic” and “Ljublja-
na” elements are quite rare in the broader re-
gion (Dimitrijevi¢) and are always recognised
as such in the layers of local cultures (Foren-
baher).?

Asymmetrical platters with a fan-shaped ex-
tension are all richly decorated, both internally
and externally and differ mainly in the mod-
elling of the base, which can take the form of
a low or high ring foot, sometimes with open-
ings (Figs. 4/1; 5/2, 4, 7-8). As M. Primas has
shown, the shape of these asymmetrical vessels
has parallels mainly in Greece, but not on the
continent.?

Jugs with a long handle that connects the
rim to the shoulder or belly are a widespread
functional form in Eastern Europe and Asia
Minor. Among the richly decorated pottery,
we can observe different shapes, including the
tall and elegant jug from Gruda Boljevica, the
small compact jug from Mala Gruda, and the
asymmetrical one from Sutomore (Figs. 4/3;
5/1, 5-6). They therefore represent a popular
and long-lasting remarkable regional ceramic
type, which was also produced by several dif-
ferent local workshops.

The explanation for this excellent pottery
may lie in its ritual purpose. In contrast to the
settlement layers, where such sherds decorated
in this particular style are extremely rare (Od-
mut Cave and Ravli¢a Cave),” the high dec-

orated vessels of the same form are regularly

»  DIMITRIEVIC 1979: 321; FORENBAHER 2023: 17-95,
fig. 11; 38, table 7.

% PRIMAS 1996: 57-61, Abb. 5.6.

% MARKOVIC 1985: pl. 27/ 2, 5; 28/ 4, 6-8; 29: 8; MARIJA-
NOVIC 1981: pl. 36/ 6; 2012: pl. 68/ 5; 73/ 7.
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SLIKA 5. Keramicki oblici: 1-3 Gruda Boljeviéa u Podgorici (prema Gustin 2006., sl. 2), 4-5 Mogila na rake,
Sutomore (prema Zagaréanin 2016.), 6-7 Mala Gruda, Tivat (snimio: T. Lauko) i 7-8 Kujava II kod Danilovgrada
(prema Lutovac 2017., sl. 2)

F1IGURE 5 Ceramic forms: 1-3 Gruda Boljevica in Podgorica (after Gustin 2006, Fig. 2): 4-5 Mogila na Rake

at Sutomore (after Zagar¢anin 2016), 6-7 Mala Gruda in Tivat (photo by T. Lauko) and 7-8 Kujava II near
Danilovgrad (after Lutovac 2017, Fig. 2)
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izradene kao pogrebne posude s odredenom
simbolikom?

Zbog ogranicene i fragmentarne naravi obli-
ka i dekorativnih elemenata grade otkrivene
duz isto¢ne obale Jadrana, na osnovi uspored-
bi s poznatijim, opseZnije istrazenim zajedni-
cama poput onih iz Ljubljanskog barja i Vu-
¢edola stvoren je pretjeran dojam kulturnog
jedinstva.

Najnovija distribucijska karta, koju je izra-
dila Elena Leghissa, nije ukljudivala poloza-
je s nalazi$tima grobnih humaka ni u njima
pronadene setove keramike, kao ni ulomke
keramike otkrivene na pec¢inskim lokalitetima.
Na spomenutoj karti oznacena su nalazi$ta lju-
bljanske kulture i njezine jadranske inacice s
karakteristi¢cnim i uglavnom ukrasenim posu-
dem ljubljanske kulture.?

APSOLUTNA I RELATIVNA
KRONOLOGIJA

Prvu fazu u Crnoj Gori predstavlja grobna
jama ,osnivaca” koja se nalazi u sklopu prvog
nasipa humka s lokaliteta Gruda Boljevica.
Metodom radiougljicnog datiranja, ulomak
kosti iz groba smjesten je priblizno u 3050.
godinu pr. Kr. (3090. — 3044. cal BC), sto
ga smjesta na pocetak treceg tisucljeca pr. Kr.
Sredisnji grob u Velikoj Grudi u Tivtu, ¢iji je
inventar slican onome ,knezevskoga groba”
iz Grude Boljevi¢a, datira se u razdoblje od
2800. do 2700. godine pr. Kr. Ova dva datu-
ma navode na zakljucak da se , knezevski hori-
zont” metodom radiouglji¢nog datiranja moze
smjestiti u prva dva ili tri stoljeca 3. tisucljeéa
pr. Kr.?’

U ovaj horizont radiouglji¢no su datirani i
nalazi iz peé¢ine Odmut, diji je VI. sloj s od-
govaraju¢im ulomcima keramike smjesten u
razdoblje 3036. — 2754. cal/lc. Istrazivanja i
analogije upué¢uju na to da su u tom razdoblju

% LEGHISSA 2021: karta 1.
77 Za'*C datume v. FORENBAHER 2023: 38-40.

found in princely graves. The question arises:
Were these luxury ceramic variants used in
everyday life, or were they designed and pro-
duced as funerary vessels with specific symbol-
ism?

Due to the limited and fragmentary nature
of the material forms and decorative elements
found along the eastern Adriatic coast, com-
parisons with better known and more exten-
sively researched communities such as Lju-
bljansko Barje and Vuéedol have led to an
exaggerated impression of cultural unity.

The sites and pottery sets from mounds, as
well as the sherds from the caves, were not
included in the latest map created by Elena
Leghissa. This map highlighted the sites of
the Ljubljana Culture and its Adriatic variant,
with characteristic and mainly decorated ves-
sels of the Ljubljana Culture.?

ABSOLUTE AND RELATIVE
CHRONOLOGY

The first phase is represented in Montene-
gro by the pit grave of ‘the founder’ within the
first mound of the Gruda Boljevi¢a mound. A
bone fragment from the grave has been dated
using C14 to approximately 3050 BC (3090-
3044 cal BC), which places it at the beginning
of the third millennium BC. In Velika Gruda
in Tivat, the central grave with a similar inven-
tory to the ‘the princely grave’ in Gruda Bol-
jevi¢a is dated to the period 2800-2700 BC.
These two dates allow us to conclude that the
“princely horizon” can be dated using C14 to
the first two or three centuries of the 3rd mil-
lennium BC.”

This horizon also includes a C14 date from
Odmut Cave, where Layer VI, containing
corresponding ceramic fragments, is dated to
3036-2754 cal BC. According to studies and
analogies, this is the time when Odmut VI,

% LEGHISSA 2021: Map 1.
% For the C14 dates see FORENBAHER 2023: 38-40.
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formirani slojevi peé¢inskih nalazista Odmut
VI, Varvara A1, Ravli¢a pe¢ina Illa, Hateljska
pedina III i Nezir IV.?®

Prikazani datumi daljnji su dokazi u prilog
hipotezi da se jadranska kultura moze uspo-
rediti s klasi¢cnom vucedolskom kulturom,
datiranom izmedu 2900. — 2600. godine pr.
Kr. i ranog heladskog razdoblja EH 1II, kako je
predlozio Philippe Della Casa, te kategorizirati
kao drugu fazu mladeg bakrenog doba.”

Sveobuhvatna analiza cjelokupnih inventara
koju je provela Margarita Primas rezultirala je
smjestanjem humaka s lokaliteta Velika i Mala
Gruda u mlade bakreno doba i u kronoloskom
i u kulturnom kontekstu.*® Drugi autori ovaj
knezevski horizont smje$taju na pocetak stari-
jeg broncanog doba smatraju¢i da je oznacio
pojavu novih (bron¢anodobnih) drustava.’!

Na ovom mjestu vazno je jos jednom ista-
knuti kako smo suglasni s vremenskim odre-
denjem , knezevskog horizonta” M. Primas. To
je odredenje kasnije potvrdeno ukopom ,,0sni-
vaca’ u Grudi Boljevica, apsolutno datiranim
u kraj 4. tisucljeca pr. Kr. Nakon prvog ukopa
ispod humka nove crnogorske zajednice uslije-
dili su kontinuirani knezevski ukopi u grobni-
ce u obliku cista.

PORIJEKLO I POVEZNICE

Kako bismo bili u moguénosti pratiti po-
rijeklo ove zajednice u crnogorskom zaledu,
prvo moramo razmotriti jamnu kulturu, koja
je nastanjivala Pontsku stepu u mladem bakre-
nom / starijem bron¢anom dobu te se datira u
kraj 4. i prvu polovicu 3. tisucljeéa pr. Kr. Prva
crnogorska faza ovog ,knezevskog horizonta”
kulturno je povezana s grobnom jamom ,,0sni-
vaca” unutar prvog humbka na lokalitetu Gruda

2 DELLA CASA 1995: 572; 1996: 131, Tab. 10.

2 DELLA CASA 1995: 572; 1996: 131, Tab. 18.

30 PRIMAS 1996. V. i DELLA CASA 1996: 135; GUSTIN
2006: 89; 2017; GUSTIN, PRELOZNIK 2015: 28-31.

31 MARAN 2007; GOVEDARICA 2010; zatim LUTOVAC
2016; ZAGARCANIN 2016.
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Varvara A1, Ravli¢a Cave I1la, Hateljska Cave
I1I, and Nezir Cave IV layers were formed.?®

The dates presented provide further evidence
to support the hypothesis that Adriatic culture
can be paralleled with classical Vucedol, dated
between 2900-2600 BC and EH II, as pro-
posed by Philippe Della Casa and marked as
the second phase of the Late Copper Age.”’

A comprehensive analysis of all inventories
conducted by Margareta Primas resulted in
the placement of the mounds at Velika and
Mala Gruda within the Late Copper Age, in
terms of both chronological and cultural con-
text.” Other authors see this princely horizon
as the beginning of the Early Bronze Age, sig-
nifying the emergence of new (Bronze Age)
societies.”!

At this point it is important to reiterate our
support for M. Primas’ chronological defini-
tion of the “princely horizon”. This was lat-
er confirmed by the burial of ‘the founder’ in
Gruda Boljevi¢a, which was absolutely dated
to the end of the 4th millennium BC. This
first burial under the mound of new Monte-
negrin community was continuously followed
by princely burials in cists.

ORIGINS AND CONNECTIONS

To trace the origins of this community in the
hinterland of the Montenegrin coast, we must
first consider the Yamnaya culture, a Late Cop-
per Age/Early Bronze Age culture of the Pon-
tic steppe dating to the end of the 4th and the
first half of the 3rd millennium BC. The first
Montenegrin phase of this ‘princely horizon’
is culturally associated with the pit grave of
‘the founder” within the first mound of Gruda
Boljevi¢a and similar central pit graves from

23 DELLA CASA 1995: 572; 1996: 131, Tab. 10.

»  DELLA CASA 1995: 572; 1996: 131, Tab. 18.

30 PRIMAS 1996. See also DELLA CASA 1996: 135; GU-
STIN 2006: 89; 2017; GUSTIN, PRELOZNIK 2015: 28-31.

3 MARAN 2007; GOVEDARICA 2010; following LUTO-
VAC 2016; ZAGARCANIN 2016.
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Boljeviéa, kao i sa sli¢nim sredi$njim grobnim
jamama s polozaja Ljubomir — Ljeskova gla-
vica. Povezana je i s polozajima u albanskom
zaledu, ukljucujuéi Shtoj, Pazhok, Cerujé,
Piskové i Dukat.’> Karakeeristi¢no obiljezje je
tip ukopa u grobnu jamu u koju je pokojnik
polozen u zgréenom polozaju unutar humbka.
Pogrebni obicaji ukapanja u grobne jame
upucuju na pripadnost grobova jugozapad-
nom ogranku jamne kulture. Medutim, tesko
je utvrditi jesu li ti pogrebni obicaji bili izrav-
no povezani s migracijom pripadnika jamne
kulture ili ih je jednostavno usvojilo lokalno
stanovnistvo.* U svakom slucaju, obicaj uko-
pa u pogrebnim humcima sloZenije izrade,
bilo u obliku grobnih jama ili cista, jedna je

mjena koje su se dogodile na kraju bakrenog
doba.

Sljedeéa faza u razvoju bili su, kako je pret-
hodno spomenuto, bogati ,knezevski” gro-
bovi sa statusnim simbolima kao dio no$nje
vladajuée elite, kao $to su zlatne karicice, te
oruzje s vrijednim sjekirama i bodezima. Na-
dalje, osobito na podru¢ju Crne Gore siroko
su rasprostranjene druge grobnice u obliku
cista koje karakteriziraju pogoleme kamene
konstrukcije i sredi$nji polozaj unutar veceg
humbka.

Spomenute kari¢ice za kosu tipa Lefkada i
Mala Gruda, uz oruzje kao $to su sjekire i bo-
dezi kao insignije, sveprisutni su i prevladava-
ju u egejskom zaledu, kao i $irom isto¢noeu-
ropskog prostranstva. Neki primjerci mogu se
nadi i na polozajima jamne kulture.

Set keramike s posebnom ornamentikom
obvezan je nalaz i u ,knezevskim” grobovima
i u grobovima bez kraljevskih insignija. Od
oblika, u egejskom podruéju uglavnom prevla-
davaju plitki tanjuri, dok su na Sirem europ-
skom podru¢ju zastupljeni vréevi. U jednom
slucaju dio seta je ukraseni lijevak koji, medu-

%2 GUSTIN, PRELOZNIK 2015: sl. 9; GOVEDARICA 2016:
Abb. 1.

3 V. { HARRISON, HEYD 2007; HEYD 2011; LEGHISSA
2017: 271, bilj. 1199.

Ljubomir-Ljeskova glavica. It is also linked to
sites in the hinterland of the Albanian coast,
including Shtoj, Pazhok, Cerujé, Piskové, and
Dukat.”* A characteristic feature is the type
of pit grave burial, in which the deceased was
placed in a crouched position within mounds.

The funeral rites involving pit grave bur-
ials indicate that these graves should be part
of the southwestern branch of the Yamnaya
culture. However, it is difficult to determine
whether this directly involves the migration
of the Yamnaya groups/people or simply the
adoption of their funeral rituals by the local
population.” In any case, the practice of bur-
ial with elaborate funeral mounds, whether in
the form of pit graves or cist tombs, represents
one of the most striking features of the social
changes that occurred at the end of the Cop-
per Age.

The next phase in this development, as
mentioned above, are the rich ‘princely’ graves
with status symbols as part of the ruling class’s
attire, such as golden lockrings and weapons
with precious axes and daggers. Furthermore,
other cist tombs characterised by substantial
stone constructions and a central position
within a large mound, are particularly wide-
spread in the Montenegro area.

The aforementioned hair lockrings of the
Leukas and Mala Gruda types, along with
weapons such as axes and daggers as insignia,
are ubiquitous and prevalent in the hinterland
of the Aegean area and across the vast expanse
of Eastern Europe. Some well-known exam-
ples can also be found at Yamnaya culture sites.

Pottery set with special ornamentation is
mandatory both in ‘princely’ graves and in
graves without royal insignia. The form of
platters is mostly prevalent in the Aegean area,
while the jugs are representative on a broader
European trend. A decorated funnel is, in one
case, part of a set and as such an isolated form

%2 GUSTIN, PRELOZNIK 2015: Fig. 9; GOVEDARICA
2016: Abb. 1.

3 See also HARRISON, HEYD 2007; HEYD 2011; LEGHISSA
2017: 271, note 1199.
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tim, predstavlja izolirani oblik (sl. 4: 2; 5: 3).%*
Namede se pomisao da taj bogato ukraeni li-
jevak s polozaja Gruda Boljevi¢a simboli¢no
predstavlja sapnicu, zavr$etak mijeha koji se
koristio u procesu obrade metala. Neukraseni
lijevci slicne morfologije poznati su, primjeri-
ce, iz Panonije i Mali¢a (Maliq) u Koré¢anskom
okrugu (Korgg).*

Prepoznatljiva izvedba ukrasa brazdastim
urezivanjem koji pokrivaju gotovo ¢itavu po-
vi$inu keramike ponukala je znanstvenike da
ovaj ukras povezu s odavno poznatom, sli¢no
ukrasenom keramikom vucedolske kulture
rasprostranjene u Posavini, pa ¢ak i s kultu-
rom Ljubljanskog barja, daleko na zapadu.
Isticanjem ,ljubljanskih elemenata” i vucedo-
Iske kulture, iznimno rijetkih u jadranskom
podrudju, stvara se dojam postojanja snaznog
kulturnog afiniteta i paralelnog razvoja. Me-
dutim, trenuta¢no ne postoje pouzdani dokazi
koji bi isli u prilog takvim zaklju¢cima. S dru-
ge strane, u zajednicama vudedolske kulture i
Ljubljanskog barja nisu potvrdeni , knezevski”
elementi. Ukrasena keramika, kao i odredeni
detalji koji se odnose na oblike, rezultat je op-
¢ih civilizacijskih dostignuéa i modnih trendo-
va na prijelazu iz bakrenoga u bronc¢ano doba
u Europi.

Iznenadnom pojavom ,knezevskog horizon-
ta’ na crnogorskom podrudju namecée se pita-
nje je li on rezultat dolaska pridoslica koje su
sa sobom donijele nove tehnoloske spoznaje i
otkrile rudne resurse u planinama ili, $tovise,
razvile djelatnost obrade metala koju su im po-
darili svemogudi bogovi? To pitanje o vucedo-
Iskoj metalurskoj djelatnosti postavio je Alek-
sandar Durman u svojem radu Simbol boga i
kralja. Prvi europski vladari®® S druge strane,
je li se ta visoka ,knezevska” elita razvila kao
rezultat svoje geografske uloge potencijalnih

#  Sli¢ne ukrasene zdjele poznate su i iz Batine i Opatovca
(GUSTIN, PRELOZNIK 2015: 30, sl. 12; LEGHISSA et al.
2020).

3% HORVATH et al. 2013.; AGOLLI 2014: 395, P91-P92; v. i
GUSTIN, PRELOZNIK 2015: 30.

% DURMAN 2006.

286

(Fig. 4/ 25 5/ 3).3* It is tempting to think that
this high decorated funnel from Gruda Bolje-
vi¢a symbolically represents a nozzle, endpiece
of blow pipes for bellows used in metallurgi-
cal process. Undecorated funnels with similar
morphology are e.g. known from Pannonia
and in Mali¢ (Maliq) in Kor¢é County.”

The distinctive execution of the decoration
with furrowed incisions, covering almost the
entire surface of the pottery, has led research-
ers to link this ornamentation with the long-
known, similarly decorated ceramics of the
Vucéedol Culture along the Danube/Sava River
and even with the Ljubljansko Barje Culture
in the far west. Emphasising the ‘Ljubljana el-
ements and the Vucedol Culture, which are
extremely rare in the Adriatic region, creates
the impression of a strong cultural affinity
and parallel development. However, current-
ly, there is a lack of compelling evidence to
support such conclusions. On the other hand,
there is no evidence of ‘princely’ elements in
the communities of Vucedol and Ljubljansko
Barje. The decorated pottery, together with
certain form details, is the result of general
civilisational achievements and fashion trends
at the turn of the Copper Age to the Bronze
Age in Europe.

The sudden emergence of the ‘princely hori-
zon’ in the Montenegrin region raises the ques-
tion of whether it is the result newcomers with
new technological knowledge who discovered
the mineral resources in the mountains or even
developed metal processing activities bestowed
by the almighty gods? Aleksandar Durman
posed such a question about the metallurgy
of Vucedol in his work Symbol of Good and
King: The First European Rulers.® On the other
hand, did this high ‘princely’ elite develop as
a result of their geographical role as potential

3 Similar decorated bowls are known from Batina and Opato-
vac (GUSTIN, PRELOZNIK 2015: 30, Fig. 12; LEGHISSA
etal. 2020)

3 HORVATH et al., 2013; AGOLLI, 2014: 395, P91-P92; see
also GUSTIN, PRELOZNIK, 2015: 30.

% DURMAN, 2006.
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posrednika izmedu isto¢nog Sredozemlja, oso-
bito prostora oko Egejskog i Jonskog mora, i
srediSnjeg Balkana, pa i dalje, sve do samog is-
hodista vu¢edolske kulture, a ne kao posljedica
utjecaja kultura sa sjevera koje se ¢esto opisuju
kao ljubljanska inacica vucedolske kulture?

Ocigledno tek treba pronaéi sveobuhvatno
objasnjenje za upecatljive slicnosti zamjetne
u oblicima i ukrasima keramike Ljubljanskog
barja, Vucedola te osebujnog tipa keramickih
setova. Mozda bi bilo korisno osvrnuti se na
keramiku tipa Furchenstich srednjeg bakrenog
doba. Unato¢ zna¢ajnom vremenskom razma-
ku izmedu ranije keramike tipa Furchenstich
i crnogorskih knezevskih grobova od preko
pola tisu¢lje¢a, uzorak ovog tipa tehnike ukra-
$avanja ilustrira, primjerice, kipi¢ iz Graza u
austrijskom Steiermarku (sl. 6/1) koji pripa-
da horizontu keramike kulture Retz-Gajary iz
razdoblja sredine 4. tisucljeéa pr. Kr.?’

Antropomorfna plitka figurica iz Graza s ka-
rakteristi¢nim stoZastim nastavkom za glavu i
istaknutim zenskim poprsjem (sl. 6/1) podsje-
¢a na takozvane violinske idole, karakteristic-
ne za starije bron¢ano doba. B. Govedarica je
predstavio grobove iz humaka s polozaja Shtoj
i Kuda Rakica (sl. 6/2) u kojima je pronadeno
nekoliko violinskih idola, skrenuvsi pozornost
na sli¢éne antropomorfne figurice s lokaliteta
Cernavoda III te onih kasne tripoljske kulture,
s primjercima na kojima su se mogle skinu-
ti glave, kao $to je primjer s kipicem iz Graza
(sl. 6/1) i drugih iz sli¢cnog razdoblja. Najbolje
paralele s nalazima iz Shtoja i Raki¢a Ku¢a su
shematsko-apstrakeni violinski idoli izradeni
od mramora, koji pripadaju skupinama Pelos i
Plastiras 21 cikladske kulture. Osim razlicitog
materijala i neobi¢no visokog podrudja vrata i
glave, idoli se odlikuju karakteristikama uspo-
redivima s balkanskim primjercima.®®

Nova istrazivanja, a prije svega i otkriéa gra-
de Sirokog raspona, prvi put omogudavaju da

% RUTTKAY, KRAMER 2004: 47-51; TIEFENGRABER
2015: sl. na str. 242; v.i TOMAZ 2008: 53-55, sl. 36-37.
¥ GOVEDARICA 2016.

intermediaries between the eastern Mediterra-
nean, particularly the Aegean-Ionian Sea, and
the central Balkans, and further on to the core
of the Vuéedol Culture, rather than as a con-
sequence of influences from northern cultures,
which are often described as the Ljubljana var-
iant of the Vucedol Culture?

It is evident that a comprehensive explana-
tion for the striking similarities observed in
ceramic forms and decorations across the Lju-
bljansko Barje, Vuc¢edol community, and the
distinctive ceramic set type has yet to emerge.
Perhaps it would be helpful to look back at
the Furchenstich pottery type of the Middle
Copper Age. Despite the significant time gap
of over half a millennium between the earlier
Furchenstich pottery type and the Montene-
grin princely graves, the pattern of this type
of decoration technique is exemplified, for
example, by the statuette from Graz in austri-
an Steiermark (Fig. 6/1) which belong to the
Retz-Gajary pottery horizon of the middle 4th
millennium BC (Fig. 6).”

The anthropomorphic shallow figurine from
Graz with a characteristic conical-shaped at-
tachment for the head and prominent female
bust (Fig. 5/1) resembles the so-called violin
idols, typical for the Early Bronze Age. B. Gov-
edarica presented the graves from the mounds
at Stoj and Kuéa Rakica (Fig. 6/2), which con-
tained few violin idols, and drew attention
to similar anthropomorphic figurines from
Cernavoda III and the Late Tripolje Culture,
with examples that the heads were removable,
as in the statuette from Graz (Fig. 6/1) and
others of a similar period. The best parallels
to the finds from Stoj and Rakic¢a Kuée are the
schematic-abstract violin idols made of marble
from the Cycladic Pelos and Plastiras Group
21. Apart from a different material and an un-
usually high neck and head area, these idols
exhibit comparable characteristics to the Bal-

¥  RUTTKAY, KRAMER 2004: 47-51; TIEFENGRABER
2015: Fig. on p. 242; see also TOMAZ 2008: 53-55, Fig.
36-37.
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Apolonija 10

$000000.60005)

10 cm

Rakica kuce

SLIKA 6. Kipic¢ s Furchenstich ukrasom (odnosno ukrasom brazdastim urezivanjem) iz Graza (1.;
Universalmuseum Joanneum Graz) i violinski idoli iz starijeg bronéanog doba s poloZaja Stoj, Raki¢a Kuce i
Apolonia (2.; prema: Forenbaher 2023: sl. 7.)

FIGURE 6 Statuette with the Middle Cooper Age Furchenstich decoration from Graz (1; Universalmuseum
Joanneum Graz) and violin idols from the Early Bronze Age from Stoj, Rakica kucéa and Apolonia (2; after
Forenbaher 2023: Fig. 7)
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se utvrde bogati crnogorski ,knezevski grobo-
vi”, kao i tipoloski jasno definirani violinski
idoli, te da se, uz neke pouzdane datume dobi-
vene metodom radiouglji¢nog datiranja, ukaze
na poveznice s isto¢nojadranskim podrudjem
i skrene pozornost na egejski svijet. To je po-
sebna referentna tocka rane faze cikladske kul-
ture skupine Pelos u kojoj nalazimo ne samo
najbolje analogije za nase violinske idole, nego
i usporedive kamene grobnice u obliku cista.?’
Sli¢ni oblici posuda s ukrasnim motivima
nastalima urezivanjem (poznatim i kao braz-
dasto urezivanje), utiskivanjem i inkrustaci-
jom mogu se pratiti od obronaka isto¢nih Alpa
(Mondsee, Retz, Gajary) do Transilvanije.®

ZAJEDNICA SA SKADARSKOG
JEZERA NA PRIJELAZU 1Z
BAKRENOG U BRONCANO DOBA

Kao vazan dio pogrebnog obreda, izgradnja
grobnice u obliku ciste od iznimno teskog ka-
menja bila je tehnicko postignuée koje je za-
htijevalo znatnu organizaciju ljudskih resursa.
Sliéna postignuca preuzimale su organizirane
neoliticke zajednice diljem Europe (i drugih
kontinenata) u takozvanoj megalitskoj kulturi
odnosno kulturi megalitskih grobova (dolme-
na).

lako su humci vidljivi spomenici i tek ih je
nekolicina arheoloski istrazena, slojevi isto-
dobnih naselja poznati su samo s peéinskih

¥ GOVEDARICA 2016: 95-96: Die Grubengriber aus Shtoj
und Rakica Kude, in denen Violin-Idole geborgen wurden,
konnen eindeutig der Ljubljana-Kultur zugeordnet werden.
Dafiir spricht neben den typologischen Merkmalen der zu-
sammen mit ihnen gefundenen Keramikgefifie auch die
Position des Grabes Ne 1 im Hiigel Rakica Kuce unmittel-
bar neben dem zentral gelegenen Grabe Ne 3 des adriatis-
chen Typs der Ljubljana-Kultur. [ ,Humci s poloZaja Shtoj i
Rakic¢a Kuce u kojima su otkriveni violinski idoli mogu se
jednoznacno pripisati ljubljanskoj kulturi. Osim tipoloskih
obiljezja keramickih posuda pronadenih uz njih, to potvr-
duje i polozaj groba br. 1 u humku Rakic¢a Kuce neposred-
no pokraj sredi$njeg groba br. 3 jadranskog tipa ljubljanske
kulture”]

% KALICZ, HORVATH 2010; TIEFENGRABER 2015.

kan examples.®®

The new investigations and, above all, the
recovery of a wide range of material, make it
possible for the first time to identify the rich
Montenegrin ‘princely graves’, as well as the
typologically clearly defined violin idols and,
together with some reliable radiocarbon dates,
to point the way to a connection with the
eastern Adriatic region and to draw attention
to the Aegean world. This is a special refer-
ence point of the Early Cycladic Pelos culture,
where not only the best analogies for our vio-
lin idols are present, but also the comparable
stone cist tombs can be found.*

Similar forms of vessels with decorative mo-
tifs made by incising (also known as grooved
incising), embossing and incrustation can be
traced from the outskirts of the Eastern Alps
(Mondsee, Retz, Gajary, ) to Transylvania.*’

LAKE SKADAR COMMUNITY AT
THE TURN FROM THE COPPER
AGE TO THE BRONZE AGE

As an important part of the burial ritual, the
construction of a cist grave from extremely
heavy stones was a technical achievement that
required considerable organisation of human
resources. Similar achievements were emulated
by organised Neolithic communities through-
out Europe (and other continents) in the so-
called Megalithic (Dolmen) Graves Culture.

Although the mounds are visible monuments
and several of them have been archaeological
researched, the contemporary settlements lay-

¥ GOVEDARICA 2016.

¥ GOVEDARICA 2016: 95-96: Die Grubengriber aus Shtoj
und Rakica Kude, in denen Violin-Idole geborgen wurden,
konnen eindeutig der Ljubljana-Kultur zugeordnet werden.
Dafiir spricht neben den typologischen Merkmalen der zu-
sammen mit ihnen gefundenen Keramikgefifie auch die Po-
sition des Grabes Ne 1 im Hiigel Raki¢a Kuce unmittelbar
neben dem zentral gelegenen Grabe Ne 3 des adriatischen
Typs der Liubljana-Kultur.

% KALICZ, HORVATH 2010; TIEFENGRABER 2015.
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nalazi$ta Odmut i Ravli¢a peéina. Arheoloska
iskapanja Predraga Lutovca na gradini Samo-
bor*! na obali Skadarskog jezera iznjedrila su
brojne ulomke keramike koji bi se vremenski
takoder mogli podudarati s pogrebnom ke-
ramikom otkrivenom u grobovima. Ako su
humci s grobnicama i grobnim prilozima bili
izuzetni, prvi korak ka priznavanju domaceg
okruZenja ovog prapovijesnog drustva na pri-
jelazu iz starijeg bronc¢anog doba jest istraziva-
nje naselja.

Moguce je potvrditi da razli¢ita grada grob-
nih priloga, od bogatih primjeraka s polozaja
Gruda Boljevi¢a te Velika i Mala Gruda do
skromnijih priloga na drugim lokalitetima
koji uklju¢uje samo dva seta posuda, ukazuje
na postojanje dviju razlicitih socijalnih razina.
Vazno je napomenuti da su klju¢na obiljezja
tih lokaliteta humak i kamena grobnica. Nji-
hova je izgradnja iziskivala znacajne napore i
podrazumijevala veliko postovanje prema po-
kojnicima, kao i razvijenu dru$tvenu struktu-
ru. U vedini su se slucajeva velike vapnenacke
ploce pridobivale i prenosile do kona¢nog po-
¢ivalista pokojnika s velike udaljenosti.

Ostaje nejasno gdje su korijeni te iznenadne
pojave do koje je doslo u regiji izmedu Kotor-
skog zaljeva i Sireg podruéja Skadarskog jezera
s ,knezevskim horizontom”. Je li moguée da
je pritom vaznu ulogu odigrao dolazak pridos-
lica koje su sa sobom donijele nova tehnolos-
ka znanja i otkrile potencijal rudnih resursa u
planinama ili, StoviSe, razvile djelatnost obrade
metala koju su im podarili svemoguéi bogovi?*?

Podrug¢je se otvorilo prema moru, a pocet-
kom 3. tisucljeéa pr. Kr., s poc¢etkom ruta koje
su vodile prema novim centrima moéi u po-
dru¢ju Podunavlja, pojavila se lokalna elita ¢ija
se vaznost i mo¢ odrazavaju u velikim humci-
ma i izuzetnim grobnim prilozima.

Razlozi za takav neocekivani uspon jo$ uvi-
jek nisu sasvim jasni. Je li jednostavno rije¢ o
strateSkom polozaju? Ili o posljedicama migra-

1 Podatke pruzio osobno P. Lutovac.
2 DURMAN 2006: 25-47; TERZAN 2023: 170-171.
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ers are known only from the caves of Odmut
pe¢ina and Ravli¢a peéina. Archaeological ex-
cavations by Predrag Lutovac on the Samobor
gradina (hillfort)*! on the shores of Lake Ska-
dar have brought to light numerous ceramic
fragments, which may also correspond chron-
ologically to the funerary ceramics discovered
in the graves. If the mounds with their tombs
and grave goods were exceptional, the research
of the settlement is the first step towards rec-
ognising the domestic world of this prehistoric
society at the turn of the Early Bronze Age.

It can be acknowledged that the different
grave goods assemblages, ranging from the
rich examples from Gruda Boljevi¢a and both
Velika and Mala Gruda to the poorer assem-
blages comprising only two sets of vessels at
other sites, represent the existence of two dis-
tinct social levels. It is important to note that
the key feature of these sites is the mound
and stone tomb. The construction of these
required a significant effort and assumed a
high degree of respect for the deceased and a
developed social structure. In the majority of
cases, the large limestone slabs were quarried
and transported from a considerable distance
to the final resting place of the deceased.

The roots of this sudden development in the
region between the Kotor Bay and the wide
surroundings of Lake Skadar with the ‘princely
horizon’ remain unclear. Is it possible that the
emergence of newcomers with new technolog-
ical knowledge, who discovered the potential
of mineral resources in the mountains or even
developed the metallurgical activities given by
the almighty gods may have played a role?*?

This region opened to the sea and at the
beginning of the 3rd millennium BC with
the beginning of the routes to the new cen-
tres of power in the Danube area, a local elite
emerged, whose importance and power are
reflected in the large mounds and exquisite
grave goods.

4 Personal information by P. Lutovac.
2 DURMAN 2006: 25-47; TERZAN 2023: 170-171.
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SLIKA 7. Polozaji mladeg bakrenog doba u crnogorskom zaledu Jadrana i Skadarskog jezera: M pecine , am tumuli,

v

X mogudi rudnici u podrucju bogatom bakrenom rudacom: 1. Leskova glavica, 2. Odmut, 3. Suplja stena, 4. Niks

ic -

Cemenci, 5 Niksi¢ - RubeZa, 6. Podgorica - Gruda Boljevica, 7. Kuce Rakica, 8. Tivat — Mala Gruda, 9. Tivat - Velika
Gruda, 10. Sutomore — Mogila na rake, 11. Shtoj (izradio: A. Preloznik)

F1GURE 7 Late Copper Age sites in the hinterland of the Montenegrin coast and Lake Skadar: B caves, a tumuli,
X possible mines in the area rich with copper ore: 1 Leskova glavica, 2 Odmut, 3 Suplja stena, 4 Niksié-Cemenci,
5 Niksi¢-RubeZzi, 6 Podgorica-Gruda Boljeviéa, 7 Kuce Rakica, 8 Tivat-Mala Gruda, 9 Tivat-Velika Gruda, 10

Sutomore-Gomila na Rake, 11 Stoj (made by A. Preloznik)

cija novih doseljenika? Mozda se radi o prihva-
¢anju novih drustveno-ekonomskih odnosa i
usvajanju novih tehnoloskih znanja? 1Ili o sud-
bonosnoj kombinaciji svih tih ¢imbenika? U
svakom sludaju, ,,crnogorski knezovi” su odi-
grali znacajnu i, na mnogo nacina, iznimnu
ulogu na pozornici europske povijesti na prije-
lazu iz bakrenog u broncano doba.

Konac¢no, da bi se definirao ovaj crnogorski
kulturni fenomen, bitno je uzeti u obzir niz
elemenata, ukljucujuéi i odgovarajuéi prostor-
ni kontekst. U ovom slucaju, ponovno ¢emo
se usredotociti na tip ukopa — u humcima koji
ih ¢ine istaknutima u krajoliku, s grobnom

The reasons for such an unexpected rise are
not yet entirely clear. Is it simply a conven-
ient strategic location? Or is it the result of
the migration of a new settler? Perhaps the ac-
ceptance of new socio-economic relations and
the adoption of new technological knowledge?
Or a fateful combination of all these factors?
Either way, the ‘Montenegrin princes’ played a
significant and, in many ways, exceptional role
on the stage of European history at the turn of
the Copper and Bronze Ages.

Finally, to define this Montenegrin cultural
phenomenon, it is essential to consider a num-
ber of elements together with the correspond-
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arhitekturom koja uklju¢uje kamene ciste i
zgréene ukope. Odgovarajuéi prilozi — nakit,
oruzje, alat kao simboli vladavine i jedinstveni
setovi keramike za obredne svrhe, izvrsne izra-
de — dodatno karakteriziraju i definiraju ovu
istaknutu pojavu.®

S obzirom na jedinstvenost grade te na te-
melju spomenutih usporedbi jasno je da je
predmet naSeg promatranja razvijeno, neo-
visno drustvo sa snaznim vezama, osobito na
podrudju Sredozemlja. To drustvo karakeerizi-
raju statusni simboli kao $to su oruZje i zlatne
nausnice, kao i oblici keramike koji veoma na-
likuju egejsko-gre¢kim predloscima. Karakeeri-
stican nacin ukrasavanja keramike pridaje ovoj
zajednici snazan lokalni karakeer.

U svakom slucaju, na podru¢ju izmedu Cr-
nogorskog primorja i priobalnog pojasa Ska-
darskog jezera koji uklju¢uje humke i na al-
banskoj strani, koje obuhvaca i rije¢ne doline
Zete i Morade, moramo se pozabaviti zajedni-
com koja zauzima vrlo kompaktno i istaknuto
mjesto u europskoj ranoj prapovijesti u geo-
grafskom i kulturnom smislu. Kao takvo, to
visokorazvijeno drustvo zasluzuje konkretnije
priznanje dodjelom odgovarajuéeg imena.

Izraz ,facijes Kotor” prvotno je predlozila
Margarita Primas na temelju dva humka koja
su tada bila poznata u Tivatskom polju u blizi-
ni Kotora na crnogorskoj obali. S obzirom na
prostornu usporedivost elemenata povezanih
s horizontom ,crnogorskih knezova” (sl. 7),
umjesto suvremenog pojma Crna Gora i pove-
zanosti s podru¢jem Albanije, najprikladnijim
se ¢ini pojam ,zajednica sa Skadarskog jezera”
s prelaska iz bakrenog u bron¢ano doba.

4 GUSTIN 2006: 89.
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ing spatial context. In this case, we will again
focus on the type of burial: in mounds mak-
ing them prominent in the landscape, featur-
ing grave architecture consisting of stone cists
and crouched inhumation. The corresponding
accessories — jewellery, weapons, tools as sym-
bols of ducal power and unique ceramic sets
for ritual purposes and of excellent workman-
ship — further characterise and define this out-
standing phenomenon.®

Considering the uniformity of the material
and based on the above comparisons, it is clear
that we are observing a developed, independent
society with strong connections, particularly in
the Mediterranean area. This society is charac-
terised by status symbols such as weapons and
gold earrings, as well as by the forms of the
pottery, which closely resemble Aegean-Greek
models. The distinctive ceramic decoration
gives this community a strong local character.

In any case, in the area between Montene-
grin Primorje (coast), surroundings of Lake
Skadar with the mounds also on its Albanian
side and encompassing the river valleys of Zeta
and Moraca, we have to deal with the commu-
nity that stands in European early prehistory
geographically and culturally very compact
and prominent. As such, this highly developed
society deserves more concrete recognition
through the appropriate formed name.

The term ‘facies Kotor’ was originally pro-
posed by Margareta Primas based on the two
mounds that were known at the time in Tivat-
sko polje (Tivat Field) near the town of Kotor
on the Montenegrin coast. Given the spatial
comparability of the elements associated with
the ‘Montenegrin princes’ horizon (Fig. 7), the
term Copper/Bronze Age ‘Lake Skadar com-
munity’, instead of the modern term Monte-
negro and connection with the Albanian area,
seems most appropriate.

Translation and proof-reading:

ETNOtrend d.o.o.

# GUSTIN 2006: 89.
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