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Ranosrednjovjekovna naselja
| crkve u ruralnim podrucjima
danasnje Vojvodine: Studija
slucaja Crkveno brdo

Lokalitet Crkveno brdo nalazi se u Vojvodini, u blizini grada Sente. Tijekom
arheoloskih istrazivanja ovog lokaliteta otkriveno je naselje s pripadajucom
nekropolom i crkvom, a u samom naselju zabiljezeno je nekoliko desetaka
objekata, medu kojima pet kuca, devet peci, cetrdeset i jedna jama, trinaest
rovova i jedan bunar nepravilnog oblika. Naselje je bilo nastanjeno
uglavnom od 11. do 13. stoljeca, medutim, pojedini sitni nalazi upucuju na
naseljenost i tijekom 14. i 15. stoljeca. Tamosnja crkva podignuta je na vec¢
postojecoj nekropoli, a njezina se izgradnja moze povezati s pokrstavanjem
Madara u 11. stoljecu. Crkva se gradila u nekoliko faza, tijekom kojih je
prosirivana i oslikavana freskama. Takva posvecenost jednoj sakralnoj
gradevini svjedoci o njezinoj vaznosti za lokalno stanovnistvo, koje je teZilo
ocuvanju kontinuiteta tog kultnog prostora. Nekropola oko crkve bila je u
uporabi od 10./11. pa sve do 15./16. stoljeca. Dugo razdoblje naseljenosti i
zZivota na ovom lokalitetu upucuje na to da je ovo bilo vazno lokalno srediste
u ovom dijelu madarske srednjovjekovne drzave.

Kljucne rijeci: Vojvodina, Madari, Crkveno brdo, srednjovjekovno
naselje, srednjovjekovna nekropola, srednjovjekovna crkva.

Early Medieval settlements and
churches in rural areas of modern
Vojvodina: Crkveno brdo case study

Crkveno brdo site is situated in the vicinity of the town of Szenta in
Vojvodina. During archaeological excavations, a settlement with an
adjacent necropolis and a church were discovered. During the excavation of
the settlement, several dozens of structures were documented, among them
five houses, nine kilns, forty-one pits, thirteen trenches, and a water well
of irregular shape. The settlement was mainly in use from the 11" to the
13" century, while several discovered small finds suggest the usage also
during the 14" and 15" centuries. The church was erected on the already
existing necropolis, and its founding can be tied to the conversion of
Magyars to Christian faith in the 11" century. Church had several building
phases, during which it was enlarged and depicted in fresco technique.
Such treatment of this sacral building suggests that it had great importance
for the local population who insisted on the continuity of this cultic space.
The necropolis around the church was used from the 10"/11" century until
the 15"/16™ century. The longevity of life on this site suggests it was an
important local central place in this part of the Magyar medieval state.

Key words: Vojvodina, Magyars, Crkveno brdo, medieval settlement,
medieval necropolis, medieval church.
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SI. 1. Polozaj lokaliteta (prema: Spehar, Markovié, Jovi¢ 2021, sl. 1)
Fig. 1 Position of the site (after: Spehar, Markovié, Jovié 2021, Fig. 1)

Lokalitet Crkveno brdo nalazi se oko 10 km ju-
gozapadno od grada Sente (Szenta) odnosno oko
1,5 km jugozapadno od danasnjeg sela Gornjeg
Brega (Fels6hegy) u Vojvodini (sl. 1), a obuhvaca
povrsinu od oko 10 hektara. Smjesten je uz desnu
stranu lokalne ceste Senta — Tornjo$, nasuprot ima-
nju obitelji Babin.

Ovaj lokalitet prvi je uoc¢io Andor Dudas, lokal-
ni zaljubljenik u povijest i starine, krajem 19. sto-
ljeca.! Kasnije je, u kratkom ¢lanku iz 1944. godine,
Joseph Korek? objavio polozaj arheoloskog nalazi-
$ta navodedi postojanje ostataka kamene crkve oko
koje je formirana nekropola. NalaziSte je ponov-
no zabiljeZzeno tek 2018. godine u sklopu projekta
ArheoloSka karta sjeverne Backe, a 2019. godine
zapocela su iskopavanja naselja radi izgradnje pli-
novoda.’ Geofizi¢ka istrazivanja koja su uslijedila
omogucila su uvid u toan polozaj crkve opasane
dvama rovovima, smjestene oko 200 metara jugo-
zapadno od naselja. Konacno su 2021. godine za-
pocela sustavna iskopavanja crkve i okolne nekro-
pole.*

Prema rezultatima arheoloskih istrazivanja, na
lokalitetu Crkveno brdo postojalo je srednjovjekov-
no naselje otvorenog tipa koje se prostiralo na po-
vrsini od oko 6 hektara. Tijekom zastitnih arheolos-
kih istrazivanja provedenih 2019. godine istraZzena

Dudas 1890.

Korek 1944, str. 324-325.

épehar, Markovié, Jovi¢ 2019, str. 83.
Spehar, Markovié, Jovi¢ 2019, str. 95.
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Crkveno brdo site is located about 10 km south-
west from the town of Senta (Szenta), about 1.5
km southwest of modern village of Gornji breg
(Fels6hegy) in Vojvodina (fig. 1). It encompasses
the area of around 10 ha along the right side of the
local road Szenta — Tornyos, opposite the farm of
the Babin family.

It was first noticed in the late 19" century by
Andor Dudas, local antiquity and history admirer.'
Later, in a short article from 1944 the position of the
archaeological site is presented by Joseph Korek,?
who noted that there exist the remains of the stone
church around which a necropolis is formed. It was
again recorded only in 2018 within the project Ar-
chaeological map of the northern Backa region,
and in 2019 the settlement was excavated within
the activities performed during the building of the
gas pipeline.’ The geophysical survey that followed
enabled an insight into the precise position of the
church surrounded by two trenches, about 200m
southwest of the settlement. Finally, in 2021 started
systematic excavations of the church and surround-
ing necropolis.*

According to the results of archaeological sur-
veys, at the site of Crkveno Brdo there existed an
open-type medieval settlement, which extended
over an area of about 6 ha. During protective ar-

Dudas 1890.

Korek 1944, pp. 324-325.

gpehar, Markovié, Jovi¢ 2019, p. 83.
Spehar, Markovié, Jovi¢ 2019, p. 95.
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S1. 2. Tlocrt naselja
(prema Spehar, Markovi¢, Jovié 2021, sl. 3)
Fig. 2 Ground plan of the settlement
(after: Spehar, Markovié, Jovié 2021, Fig. 3)

je povrsina od cca 1250 m? na lijevoj padini danas
gotovo presusene rijeke. Istrazivanjem je otkriveno
pet kuéa, devet peci, Cetrdeset i jedna jama, jedan
bunar kao i trinaest rovova razli¢itih dimenzija i
oblika (sl. 2).}

Najcéesci tip kuce bile su zemunice nepravilnog
ovalnog ili pravokutnog oblika. IstraZzene dimenzije
tih nastambi bile su od 2,20 do 4 m (S-J) x 1,15 do

5 Spehar, Markovi¢, Jovié 2019, str. 85.

chaeological excavations conducted in 2019, an
area was investigated of approximately 1250 m? on
the left slope of a now almost dried-up river. This
investigation revealed five houses, nine furnaces,
forty-one pits, one well, as well as thirteen trenches
of various dimensions and shapes (fig. 2).°

The most common type of houses are dug-out
houses with irregular oval or rectangular shapes,
the explored dimensions of which were 2.20—4 m
(N-S) x 1.15-4.60 m (E-W), while the depth to
which they were dug ranged from 0.40 m to 1.80 m.
Their floors could have had a slope, created by the
difference in the digging depth that could reach up
to 0.90 m. Access to the houses was via staircases,
with the width of the steps ranging from 0.25/0.30
m to 0.80 m, while their height was between 0.40
and 0.45 m. In some cases, oval arched niches were
discovered in the walls of the dug-out houses, with
maximum dimensions of 0.90 m in length, 0.60 m
in width, and 0.30 m in height. The houses were
heated using circular domed furnaces made of earth,
with a diameter of up to 1.50 m, which were located
next to the dwellings, at the level from which the
house was dug into the loess, or in the mentioned
niches in the walls of the houses. Since no traces of
structures that would carry the roof were found in-
side the dug-outs, nor along their outer edges, it re-
mains unknown how they were covered. However,
it should be noted that in the leveled area of irregu-
lar rectangular shape (6 x 2.20 m), located between
houses 2 and 3, three circular pits were discovered,
with a diameter of 0.20—0.25 m and 2 m apart from
each other, forming an equilateral triangle (fig. 3A).
It can be assumed that these pits held posts that
supported some kind of roof structure, covering the
aforementioned courtyard area.®

In the settlement, a semi-dug-out wooden dwell-
ing (house 4) was discovered, that had somewhat
larger dimensions of inner space, 7.25 m (N-S)
x 5 m (E-W), with a maximum digging depth of
0.45 m (fig. 3B). Along all the edges of the house,
at the floor level, there wass a 0.10 m wide shal-
low trench, which served as the foundation for the
walls made using the wattle and daub technique.
The house had a gabled roof supported by three
large posts arranged along the N-S axis. The di-
ameters of the end posts were 0.40 m, while the
central post was twice as large with a diameter of

5 Spehar, Markovié, Jovi¢ 2019, p. 85.
6 Spehar, Markovi¢, Jovi¢ 2019, pp. 85-87.
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SI. 3. A—Kucée 2 i 3, ortofoto (prema Spehar, Markovi¢, Jovi¢ 2021, sl. 5); B — kuca 4, ortofoto
(prema Spehar, Markovi¢, Jovi¢ 2021, sl. 7)
Fig. 3 A — Houses 2 and 3, orthophoto (after: Spehar, Markovié, Jovié 2021, Fig. 5); B — House 4, orthophoto
(after: Spehar, Markovié, Jovié 2021, Fig. 7)

4,60 m (I-Z), dok se dubina ukopa kretala od 0,40
do 1,80 m. Podovi su mogli imati nagib koji je mo-
gao sezati 1 do 0,90 m, a koji je nastao razlikom u
dubini kopanja. Kuéama se pristupalo pomocu stu-
bista, pri cemu je Sirina stepenica bila od 0,25/0,30
do 0,80 m, a visina izmedu 0,40 i 0,45 m. U pojedi-
nim sluc¢ajevima u zidovima zemunica otkrivene su
ovalne lu¢ne nise, koje su bile duge maksimalno 90
cm, Siroke 60 cm i visoke 30 cm. Kuce su se grijale
zemljanim kruznim kupolnim pe¢ima koje su imale
promjer do 1,50 m, a nalazile su se uz nastambe, na
razini na kojoj su kuce bile ukopane u les, ili unutar
spomenutih nisa u zidovima. Buduéi da unutar ze-
munica, kao ni uz njihove vanjske rubove, nisu pro-
nadeni tragovi konstrukcija koje bi nosile kroviste,
ostaje nepoznato kako su bile natkrivene. Medutim,
treba napomenuti da su u zaravnatom prostoru ne-
pravilnog pravokutnog oblika (6 % 2,20 m), smje-
Stenom izmedu kuca 2 i 3, otkrivene tri kruzne rupe
promjera 0,20 — 0,25 m, udaljene jedna od druge 2
m, koje zajedno tvore jednakostrani¢ni trokut (sl.
3A). Moguce je da su te rupe sluzile za stupove koji
su nosili neku vrstu krovne konstrukcije, koja je
natkrivala spomenuti prostor dvorista.®

U naselju je otkrivena i poluukopana drvena na-
stamba (kuéa 4) nesto vecih unutrasnjih dimenzija,
odnosno 7,25 (S-J) x 5 m (I-Z) s maksimalnom uko-
panom dubinom od 0,45 m (sl. 3B). Uz sve rubove
kuée u razini poda nalazio se plitki rov Sirine 0,10
m, koji je sluzio kao temelj za zidove radene od ple-
tera omazanog zemljom. Kuca je imala dvostresni
krov poduprt trima velikim stupovima postavljenim

6 Spehar, Markovi¢, Jovi¢ 2019, str. 85-87.

0.85 m. This central post was also dug to a depth
of 1.20 m below the floor level.” In the remaining
part of the settlement earthen domed furnaces were
discovered, that were built independently, as well
as an unwalled well with a diameter of about 2.20
m, which was explored to a depth of 2.00 m. The
most numerous type of explored structures are pits,
which could be circular, with a diameter of 0.70 to
1.20 m, oval with a maximum length of 1.20 m, as
well as irregularly shaped, with various dimensions.
In cross-section, they could be pear-shaped, or have
straight or sloped walls. Their depth also varies,
ranging from 0.40 to about 1 m. Most of the pits
were used as waste disposal, although almost a third
of them could have served as storage pits. The final
type of explored structures are trenches of various
shapes and dimensions, which could have belonged
to a fence or served as drainage channels.?
Discovered finds, primarily pottery, suggest that
the settlement lived from the 11" to the 15" centu-
ry, which is confirmed by the C'* dating of animal
bones. It is necessary to accentuate that the finds
dated later than the 13" century are primarily dis-
covered within the horizon formed above the dug-
out structures, while within those structures the ce-
ramics dating from the 11" to the 13 century pre-
dominate.” Those are primarily pottery cauldrons
belonging to the mid-Tisa region type (fig. 4A),"°

7 Spehar, Markovié, Jovi¢ 2019, p. 87.

8 Spehar, Markovi¢, Jovi¢ 2019, pp. 88-90.

0 gpehar, Markovié, Jovi¢ 2019, p. 95, Grafikon. 1.

10 Takacs 1986; Takacs 1996, p. 135; Takacs 2010, pp.
139, 141, 148, 153; Takéacs 2012, p. 229; Takacs 2022,
p. 347.
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duz osi sjever-jug. Promjeri krajnjih stupova iznosi-
li su 0,40 m, dok je sredisnji stup bio dvostruko veéi
s promjerom od 0,85 m i dubinom ukopa od 1,20 m
ispod razine poda.” U ostatku naselja otkrivene su
zasebno gradene zemljane kupolaste peci i nezidani
bunar promjera oko 2,20 m koji je istrazen do dubi-
ne od 2 m. Od svih istrazenih objekata najbrojnije
su jame. Neke su kruzne, promjera od 0,70 do 1,20
m, neke ovalne s maksimalnom duljinom od 1,20 m,
a neke su i nepravilnog oblika razli¢itih dimenzija.
Gledajudi presjek, jame su imale kruskolik oblik, ili
ravne ili zakoSene stijenke, a njihova dubina kretala
se od 0,40 do 1 m. Vecina jama sluzila je za odlaga-
nje otpada iako ih je gotovo tre¢ina mogla posluziti
i za skladistenje. Posljednji tip istrazenih objekata
su rovovi razli¢itih oblika i dimenzija, koji su mogli
biti dio ograde ili sluZiti kao odvodni kanali.?®
Arheoloski nalazi, pogotovo keramike, upucuju
na to da je ovaj lokalitet bio naseljen od 11. do 15.
stoljeca, Sto potvrduju i radiokarbonske analize zi-
votinjskih kostiju. Potrebno je naglasiti da se nalazi
datirani nakon 13. stolje¢a otkrivaju prvenstveno
unutar horizonta formiranog iznad sloja zemunica,
dok unutar tih objekata prevladava keramika iz raz-
doblja od 11. do 13. stoljeca.” To su, prije svega,
keramicki kotlovi koji pripadaju tipu srednjeg Po-
tisja (sl. 4A)!° i lonci datirani u razdoblje izmedu
12. 1 13./14. stolje¢a (sl. 4B)." Izgledom se istice
jedna boca, nadena na podu kuce 4, koja se na te-
melju analogija datira u 12. ili prvu polovicu 13.
stolje¢a (sl. 4C).!2 Buduéi da su u istraZzenim Kku-
¢ama otkriveni tragovi gorenja ili pozara, moze se
pretpostaviti da je otkopani dio bio naseljen od 11.
do 13. stoljeca, ali je vjerojatno napusten tijekom
mongolske invazije. U razdoblju od 13. do 15. sto-
ljeca napusteni dio naselja sluzio je kao odlagaliste
otpada, a nove nastambe podignute su na obliznjem
mjestu. U prilog tome govori i ¢injenica da je tije-
kom istrazivanja kuce 4 otkrivena znatna koli¢ina
opeke, Sto ukazuje na postojanje objekata od Cvr-
stog materijala, no oni jo$ nisu locirani. Ova tvrdnja
dodatno je potkrijepljena otkri¢em kaljevih peéi iz

7 Spehar, Markovi¢, Jovié 2019, str. 87.

8 §pehar, Markovié, Jovi¢ 2019, str. 88-90.

o gpehar, Markovi¢, Jovi¢ 2019, str. 95, grafikon 1.

10 Takdcs 1986; Takacs 1996, str. 135; Takacs 2010,
str. 139, 141, 148, 153; Takacs 2012, str. 229; Takacs
2022, str. 347.

1 ZeCevic 1997, str. 188, T/V; Gyoéngyvér 2014, str.
123-125,T. 7,9, 13.

12 Takacs 1996, str. 172, sl. 8/8-9, 17.

as well as pots dated to the period between 12" and
13%/14" century (fig. 4B)."! One bottle, from the
floor of House 4, stands out by its appearance and is
dated, according to the analogies, to the 12" or the
first half of the 13" century (fig. 4C).!? Since traces
of burning were discovered in the explored houses,
it can be assumed that the excavated part of the set-
tlement was in use from the 11" to the 13" century
and was likely abandoned during the Mongol inva-
sion. In the period from the 13" to the 15" century,
the abandoned part of the settlement served as a
dump, while dwellings were built in another nearby
location. This is supported by the fact that a signifi-
cant quantity of bricks was discovered during the
excavation of House 4, indicating the existence of
buildings made of solid materials, which have not
yet been located. This claim is further substantiated
by the discovery of tiled stoves dated to the 14%/15®"
century (fig. 4D)," that were usualy discovered on
furnaces within houses built of solid materials, and
were not typical for the type of houses discovered
during excavations.'

The rest of the collected archaeological mate-
rial provides insight into the economy of the pop-
ulation that lived at Crkveno Brdo. It was an ag-
ricultural community, as evidenced by the finds of
iron scythes and several fragments of grindstones
with the diameters of 38—50 cm, as well as a frag-
mented stone mortar with a handle that was used
for grinding and crushing food. Discovered stone
and ceramic spindle whorls with diameters of 2.2—
3.3 cm indicate wool processing, which indirectly
suggests livestock farming, confirmed by archaeo-
zoological evidences. The most significant domes-
tic species for the economy were cattle and horses,
while sheep, goats, and pigs were raised to a less-
er extent, along with chickens, ducks, geese, dogs,
and cats. Hunting and fishing did not play a major
role in the economic strategy of the inhabitants of
this settlement, but it was noted that they consumed
hare and deer meat, as well as carp and sterlet. The
inhabitants of the medieval settlement used animal
bones as raw material for making objects. Based on
their morphological features and usage traces, these
objects can be classified into two main types: ice

1 Zeéevic 1997, p. 188, T/V; Gyongyvér 2014, pp.
123-125,T. 7,9, 13.

12 Takéacs 1996, p. 172, Fig. 8/8-9, 17.

13 bukuh 1994, pp. 105-108, Fig. 41.

14 Spehar, Markovié, Jovié¢ 2019, p. 92.
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SI. 4. A — Keramicki kotao (prema Spehar, Markovié,
Jovi¢ 2021, T. I/1); B — keramicki lonci (prema Spehar,
Markovié, Jovi¢ 2021, T. 1I/1-2); C — keramicka boca
(prema gpehar, Markovié, Jovi¢ 2021, T. 11/3);
D — peénjak ili dio kaljeve peci
(prema Spehar, Markovi¢, Jovi¢ 2021, T. 11/4)
Fig. 4 A— Ceramic cauldron (after: Spehar, Markovic,
Jovi¢ 2021, T. I/1); B - Ceramic pots (after: Spehar,
Markovié¢, Jovi¢ 2021, T. I1/1-2),; C — Ceramic bottle
(after: Spehar, Markovié¢, Jovi¢ 2021, T. 11/3);
D — Part of the ceramic stove (after: Spehar,
Markovié¢, Jovi¢ 2021, T. 11/4)

14./15. stoljeca (sl. 4D)," koje se obi¢no pronalaze
unutar kuéa gradenih od ¢vrstog materijala i nisu
bile karakteristi¢ne za tipove kuca koji su otkriveni
u sklopu ovih arheolo$kih istrazivanja.'4

Ostatak prikupljenog arheoloskog materija-
la pruza uvid u gospodarstvo stanovnistva koje je

13 Biki¢ 1994, str. 105-108, sl. 41.
14 Spehar, Markovié, Jovié¢ 2019, str. 92.

skates and a more massive puncher with a round-
ed tip. The ice skates can be further divided into
two subtypes: those made from the radius bones of
horses and cattle, and one from the metatarsal bone
of a horse. The discovery of smaller pieces of slag,
which are found throughout the entire investigated
area, also indicates metalworking, although the lo-
cation of the workshop is currently unknown.!'

The presented data indicates that this was a small
unfortified settlement of a self-sufficient communi-
ty from the Arpadian period,'® having in mind that
larger settlements with areas of up to 20 ha occur in
the vicinity of Budapest.'” However, since these are
peripheral areas of the Magyar medieval state, it is
expected that settlements would be of smaller di-
mensions. Nevertheless, the discovered settlement
was a significant regional center, to which, among
the rest, testify nearby church of considerable size
and adornment, with necropolis arround it.

The remains of the church and the surrounding
necropolis were discovered about 200m away from
the settlement (fig. 5).

Archaeological excavations showed that the ne-
cropolis was in use before the church was erected,
namely from the 10%/11™ century, and continued to
be used until the 15%/16" century. The church was
built over older graves containing inhumed de-
ceased individuals placed in simple rectangular pits,
oriented in the W—E direction, which were buried in
loess. These include a child’s grave intersected by
the northern wall from the first phase of the church,
as well as two graves beneath the apse, in which
adults were buried. When digging the church foun-
dations, builders did not remove the deceased, but
began building the apse directly above them. Ac-
cording to the small finds discovered in the child’s
grave, namely two simple earrings with S-shaped
loops, this earliest burial horizon could be dated to
the 1011 century. Therefore, it is assumed that
the construction of the church could be dated in the
11" or early 12% century.'®

15 Spehar, Markovié, Jovié 2019, pp. 92-94, Tab. I;
Markovié, Spehar 2023.

1 Vagner 2002, p. 310.

17" Terei 2010, p. 110; Takacs 2017, p. 7.

It is suggested that early Magyar churches, especially
the rural churches dated to the 11" or 12% centuries,
were often built of non-permanent materials, such
as wood or mud, which in some places explain the
possibility that the necropolis was formed before the
church, cf. Jékely 2018, p. 101; Takacs 2018, p. 22.
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SL. 5. Tlocrt i ortofoto crkve
Fig. 5 Ground plan and orthophoto of the church

zivjelo na Crkvenom brdu. Nalazi Zeljeznih kosa
i nekoliko ulomaka zrvnjeva promjera 38 — 50
cm te fragmentirani kameni muzar s drSkom, koji
je sluzio za mljevenje hrane, svjedoCe da se ovdje
radilo o zemljoradni¢koj zajednici. Pronadeni ka-
meni i keramicki pr$ljenovi promjera 2,2 — 3,3 cm
upuéuju na preradu vune, $to posredno ukazuje na
stocarstvo, a dodatno je potkrijepljeno arheozoolos-
kim nalazima. Za gospodarstvo su najznacajniji bili
goveda i konji, dok su se u manjoj mjeri uzgaja-
le ovce, koze i svinje te kokosi, patke, guske, psi
i macke. Lov i ribolov nisu igrali veliku ulogu u
gospodarstvu stanovnika ovog naselja, ali je zabi-
ljezeno da su konzumirali meso zeca i jelena te Sa-
rana i kecige. Stanovnici srednjovjekovnog naselja
koristili su zivotinjske kosti kao sirovinu za izradu
predmeta. Na temelju morfoloskih obiljezja i tra-
gova uporabe ovi se predmeti mogu svrstati u dvije
glavne kategorije: klizaljke za led i masivnije pro-

Excavations showed that the church had several
building phases, that could be marked off by differ-
ent building techniques and very few chronologi-
caly sensitive finds. To the first phase of the build-
ing belongs the apse and small part of the southern
wall (fig. 6). The walls of the apse were 1.2 m wide,
while of the small remaining part of the southern
wall only several bricks were preserved, protruding
further to the south, that most probably marked the
transition from the apse to somewhat wider original
nave. Both apse and the said part of the wall were
dug into the loess and were built of bricks with the
dimensions of around 25 x 15 x 5 cm. Bricks were
tied by mortar that could be up to 2 cm thick. The
negative of the western wall from the first phase
was confirmed 3.5 m east of the inner face of the

However no traces of even the humblest architecture
built with non-permanent materials was discovered on
Crkveno brdo site.

85



Perica Spehar, Olga Spehar Early Medieval settlements and churches in rural areas of modern Vojvodina: Crkveno brdo case study

bojce sa zaobljenim vrhom. Klizaljke se dalje mogu
podijeliti na dvije podvrste: one izradene od radi-
jalnih kostiju konja i goveda te one od metatarzalne
kosti konja. Manji komadi zgure pronadeni tijekom
istrazivanja po cijelom podrucju lokaliteta ukazuju
na obradu metala iako to¢na lokacija radionice jo$
uvijek nije poznata.'s

Na temelju ovih podataka moze se zakljuciti da
je rije¢ o manjem, neutvrdenom naselju samodo-
statne zajednice iz arpadovskog razdoblja.'® Dok
su veéa naselja, povrSine do 20 hektara, zabiljeze-
na u okolici Budimpeste,'” na rubnim podrucjima
madarske srednjovjekovne drzave, poput ovog, za
ocekivati je da su naselja manja. Unato¢ tome, ot-
kriveno naselje bilo je znacajno regionalno srediste,

1 phase
11 phase
11T phase
IV phase

A0

o ¢emu, izmedu ostalog, svjedoCi obliznja bogato
ukrasena crkva znacCajnih dimenzija i pripadajuca
nekropola.

Ostatci crkve i pripadajuc¢e nekropole otkriveni
su otprilike 200 metara od naselja (sl. 5). Arheolos-
ka istrazivanja pokazala su da je nekropola bila u
uporabi jos prije izgradnje crkve, od 10. 1 11. stolje-
¢a, a nastavila se koristiti sve do 15. i 16. stoljeca.

Crkva je podignuta iznad starijih grobova u ko-
jima su pokojnici bili polozeni u jednostavne pra-
vokutne rake ukopane u lesnom tlu, orijentirane u
smjeru zapad-istok. Medu njima su se nalazili djecji
grob, koji je bio presjecen sjevernim zidom iz prve
faze gradnje crkve, i dva groba ispod apside u ko-
jima su pokapani odrasli pokojnici. Zanimljivo je
da graditelji prilikom kopanja temelja crkve nisu
premjestili ove pokojnike, ve¢ su apsidu izgradili
izravno iznad njih. Na temelju sitnih nalaza iz djec-
jeg groba, odnosno dviju jednostavnih nausnica s
petljama u obliku slova ,,S, ovaj najraniji horizont
ukopa mogao bi se datirati u razdoblje 10. — 11. sto-
ljeca, te se stoga pretpostavlja da je gradnja crkve
zapocela u 11. ili poGetkom 12. stoljeca.'®

Istrazivanja su pokazala da je crkva gradena u
nekoliko faza, a one su prepoznate prema razlicitim

15 Spehar, Markovi¢, Jovié¢ 2019, str. 92-94, T. 1; Marko-
vi¢, Spehar 2023.

16 Vagner 2002, str. 310.

17" Terei 2010, str. 110; Takacs 2017, str. 7.

'8 Pretpostavlja se da su rane madarske crkve, osobito
seoske crkve iz 11. ili 12. stolje¢a, Cesto gradene od
nepostojanih materijala poput drva ili blata, Sto na ne-
kim mjestima objasnjava mogucénost da je nekropola
nastala prije crkve. Usp. Jékely 2018, str. 101; Takacs
2018, str. 22. Medutim, na lokalitetu Crkveno brdo
nisu otkriveni tragovi ¢ak ni najskromnije arhitekture
gradene takvim materijalima.

S1. 6. Tlocrt crkve s fazama izgradnje
Fig. 6 Ground plan of the church with building phases

later western wall. It appears that during the first
phase the church was a simple single-nave building
with semicircular apse, 15 m long, from the outer
face of the original western wall to the outer wall
of the apse, and around 8 m wide. It obviously un-
derwent various alterations in centuries to follow,
which resulted in its greater size and more repre-
sentative appearance.

The first subsequent change implied the repair-
ing of the southern wall and erection of the rectangu-
lar northern annex, that most probably had the role
of the sacristy. Unlike the walls of the first phase,
which were built by using whole bricks tied by mor-
tar, all walls dated to the second phase were built by
broken bricks tied by mud. The walls were 1.5 m
thick. A coin of Geza 1T (1141-1161)," discovered
within the foundations of the eastern part of the an-
nex, suggests that this phase can be dated around
the middle of the 12" century (fig. 7). It appears that
some other small alterations happened not long af-
ter. Namely, the south-eastern buttress was added,
as well as two massive pillars that separated altar
from the naos. Both pillars and a buttress were once
again built of regular rectangular bricks tied by
mortar, similar to the architectural elements erected
during the first phase. Yet, since the foundations of
the south-eastern buttress cut the remaining original
part of the southern wall, it can with certainty be
said that this alteration did not belong to the first
phase despite the similar construction method. This

1 Type Huszar 123, after Huszar 1979.
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tehnikama gradnje i vrlo malom broju kronoloski
osjetljivih nalaza. U prvoj fazi izgradeni su apsida
1 manji dio juznog zida (sl. 6). Zidovi apside bili
su Siroki 1,2 m, a od juznog zida sa¢uvano je samo
nekoliko opeka koje su strsile prema jugu, a koje su
najvjerojatnije oznacavale prijelaz iz apside u nesto
Siru izvornu ladu. I apsida i spomenuti dio zida bili
su ukopani u les i zidani opekom dimenzija oko 25
x 15 x 5 cm, koja je bila vezana mortom debljine
do 2 cm. Negativ zapadnog zida iz prve faze potvr-
den je 3,5 m istocno od unutrasnje strane kasnijeg
zapadnog zida. Cini se da je crkva u prvoj fazi bila
jednostavna, jednobrodna gradevina s polukruznom
apsidom, koja je od vanjskog lica prvotnog zapad-
nog zida do vanjskog zida apside bila duga 15 m, a
Siroka oko 8 m. O¢ito je da je u narednim stolje¢ima
dozivjela razne preinake, $to je rezultiralo njezinim
povecanjem i reprezentativnijim izgledom.

Prva znadajna izmjena ukljucivala je obno-
vu juznog zida i izgradnju pravokutnog sjevernog
aneksa, koji je najvjerojatnije sluzio kao sakristija.
Za razliku od zidova prve faze, koji su gradeni ci-
jelim opekama vezanim mortom, svi zidovi datira-
ni u drugu fazu izgradeni su od polomljenih opeka
spojenih blatom, a bili su $iroki 1,5 metara. Nov¢ié
kralja Gejze I1. (1141. - 1161.)," otkriven unutar te-
melja isto¢nog dijela aneksa, upucuje na mogucnost
pribliznog datiranja ove faze u sredinu 12. stoljeé¢a
(sl. 7). Cini se da su nedugo zatim nastale jo§ neke
manje izmjene. Naime, dograden je jugoistocni
kontrafor i dva masivna stupa koji su dijelili oltar
od naosa. Oba stupa i kontrafor gradeni su od pra-
vilnih pravokutnih opeka povezanih mortom, sli¢-
no arhitektonskim elementima izgradenim tijekom
prve faze. No, bududi da temelji jugoisto¢nog kon-
trafora sijeku preostali izvorni dio juznog zida, sa
sigurno$¢u se moze reéi da ova izmjena ne pripada
prvoj fazi unato¢ slicnom nacinu gradnje. O tome
svjedoci i vrlo loSe o¢uvan novci¢ otkriven zapadno
od kontrafora, koji najvjerojatnije potjece iz sredine
12. stoljeca. Taj nov€i¢ pruza terminus post quem
za navedene izmjene. Polozaj kontrafora i njegova
povezanost sa sjevernim aneksom upucéuju na za-
kljucak da su gornji dijelovi crkve bili presvodeni
opekom. Njegovi ostatci otkriveni su uz unutrasnji
isto¢ni dio juznog zida. Dakle, aneks i kontrafor
o€ito su imali konstruktivnu ulogu, odnosno nosili
su dio tereta svoda. U ovoj fazi su duzina i Sirina
crkve ostale iste kao i u prvoj fazi izgradnje crkve.

9" Tip Huszar 123, prema Huszar 1979.

1cm

Sl. 7. Nov¢i¢ Gejze 1. (1141. — 1162.)
Fig. 7 Coin of Geza Il (1141-1162)

was further testified by the very badly preserved
coin that can most probably be dated to the middle
of the 12" century, which was discovered west of
the buttress. This coin gives the terminus post quem
for the said alterations. The position of the buttress,
as well as its communication to the northern annex,
suggest that upper parts of the church were covered
in brick vaults. Its remains were discovered along
the eastern inner part of the southern wall. There-
fore, the annex and the buttress obviously had con-
structive purpose, i.e. they carried part of the vault
weight. In this phase the length and width of the
church was the same as in the first phase.

The church was later destroyed in a fire, which
is suggested by the traces of burnt bricks discovered
within what was the original western part of the
church. The damaging of the church can probably
be dated to the period of Mongol raid. Namely, dur-
ing the turbulent period of the Mongolic intrusions
in 1241-1242, large number of parish churches was
damaged beyond repair. It caused the destruction
and abandonment of a large number of Christian
temples, some of them never to be rebuilt.?’ Locals
used various methods in order to prevent the de-
struction. For example, recent excavations showed
that numerous churches were encompassed by
large trenches around them,?! and it is interesting
to note that the church on Crkveno brdo site was
encompassed not by one, but by two such trenches.
Despite that, it was gravely damaged. The pillars
were destroyed, as well as the original western wall
and western part of the annex. Unlike many oth-

20 Jékely 2018, p. 102. About the overall scale of destruc-
tion during this period, as described in written sourc-
es, cf. Laszlovszky, Pow, Romhanyi, Ferenczi, Pinke
2018, pp. 423-424.

Laszlovszky, Pow, Romhanyi, Ferenczi, Pinke 2018,
p. 427.
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Crkva je kasnije stradala u pozaru, na §to upucu-
ju tragovi spaljene opeke otkriveni unutar izvornog
zapadnog dijela crkve. Ostecenje crkve vjerojatno
se moze datirati u razdoblje mongolskog napada.
Naime, u burnom razdoblju mongolskih prodora
1241.—1242. veliki broj zupnih crkava stradao je do
nepopravljivih razmjera. To je uzrokovalo unistenje
1 napustanje velikog broja krS¢anskih hramova, od
kojih neki nikad nisu bili obnovljeni.?’ Kako bi spri-
jecilo unistenje, lokalno stanovnistvo poduzimalo
je razne mjere obrane. Primjerice, nedavna arheo-
loska istrazivanja pokazala su da su brojne crkve
bile opasane velikim rovovima,*' a zanimljivo je da
crkva na lokalitetu Crkveno brdo nije bila okruze-
na jednim ve¢ dvama takvim rovovima. Medutim,
unato¢ tome, pretrpjela je velika ostecenja; unisteni
su stupovi, izvorni zapadni zid i zapadni dio anek-
sa. No, za razliku od mnogih drugih crkava, crkva
na Crkvenom brdu ipak je bila obnovljena. Tijekom
kasnije obnove, ¢ije to¢no vrijeme nije poznato,
crkva je Cak i pro$irena.?? Njezin zapadni dio pro-
duljen je za oko 5 m, a iznad porusenog izvornog
zapadnog zida podignuta su dva stupa, najvjero-
jatnije kao reprezentativni ulaz u crkveni naos. Na
juznom zidu otvoren je jo$ jedan ulaz u crkvu. Novi
zapadni zid dodatno su poduprla dva kontrafora po-
stavljena na njegovu sjevernom i juznom uglu. Na
unutrasnjoj strani zapadnog zida otkrivena je velika
koli¢ina fragmentiranog, plavkastog, prozorskog
stakla, §to upucuje na veliki prozor u sredini njego-
va gornjeg dijela. Sjeverni zid crkve u potpunosti
je obnovljen i dodatno poduprt novim kontraforom,
a uz unutrasnje lice juznog zida, prema istoku, do-
dan je masivni pilastar. Zapadni dio aneksa tako-
der je obnovljen u to vrijeme, jer je popravljen na
potpuno jednak nacin kao i zidovi zapadnog dijela
crkve. Ova najopseznija obnova povezuje se s op-
¢om obnovom crkvenog zivota u Kalo¢ko-backoj
nadbiskupiji nakon 1242. godine, koja je trajala sve
do pocetka 14. stoljeca.

Jos jedan gradevinski zahvat koji se veze za ovu
posljednju fazu je izgradnja grobnice u sjevernom

20 Jékely 2018, str. 102. O ukupnim razmjerima razara-

nja tijekom ovog razdoblja, kako je opisano u pisanim
izvorima, usp. Laszlovszky et al. 2018, str. 423-424.

2 Laszlovszky et al. 2018, str. 427.

22 ProSirivanje starijih crkava tipi¢no je obiljezje
anzuvinskog razdoblja. Preinake su uglavnom kon-
centrirane na isto¢ne dijelove crkve, odnosno svetiste,
ali mogu ukljucivati i prosirenje prostora broda prema
zapadu. Usp. Jékely 2018, str. 105.

er churches, the one on Crkveno brdo site was re-
stored. During that restoration, which happened in
an unknown time afterwards, the church was even
enlarged.” Its western part was elongated around
5 m further to the west, while above the destroyed
original western wall two pillars were erected,
most probably to mark the representative entrance
to the church naos. Another entrance to the church
was opened on the southern wall. The new western
wall was additionally supported by two buttresses,
placed on its north and south corners. Large amount
of fragmented bluish window glass was discovered
on the inner side of the western wall, suggesting the
large window in the midst of its upper part. North-
ern wall of the church was completely restored,
and another buttress was added to support it, while
along the inner face of the southern wall, towards
the east, a strong pilaster was added. Western part of
the annex was also restored at that time, since it was
repaired in exactly the same manner as the walls in
western part of the church. This most extensive re-
construction can be tied to the overall restoration of
the church life in Kalocza-Bach archbishopric after
1242 that continued until the beginning of the 14
century.

Another building intervention that can be tied
to this last phase is the construction of a grave in
the northern part of the altar space, which is quite
unusual position for the regular burial. Therefore,
there is the possibility that it was the grave of some
prominent person. One possible interpretation may
lie in the fact that during the Angevine period the
nobleman, that had the patronage over some eccle-
siastical building, whether in terms of its founda-
tion de novo or in its restoration or embellishment,
could have the benefit of burial within the church
itself.” It would be in accordance to the fact that the
main contribution of the Angevines to the Church
development of the countryside was that the noble-
man took over the patronage over the erection of

22 The enlargement of the older churches is typical fea-

ture of the Angevine period. The alterations are mostly
concentrated to the eastern parts of the church, namely
the sanctuary, but they can also imply the enlargement
of the nave space toward the west, cf. Jékely 2018, p.
105.

Although typical for the said period, it should be not-
ed that the practice of burial of prominent noblemen
within the church space can be traced back quite ear-
ly, even to the 11™ century, cf. Laszlovszky 1991, pp.
42-43.
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dijelu oltarnog prostora. To je prilicno neuobicajena
lokacija za pokop, zbog ¢ega se pretpostavlja da je
rije¢ o grobu neke ugledne osobe. Jedno od mogu-
¢ih tumacenja temelji se na Cinjenici da su tijekom
razdoblja AnZuvinaca plemi¢i koji su imali patronat
nad nekom crkvenom gradevinom, bilo da je rije¢ o
njezinu osnivanju de novo, obnovi ili ukrasavanju,
mogli imati privilegiju ukopa unutar same crkve.”
Taj obicaj bio bi u skladu s ¢injenicom da je glavni
doprinos Anzuvinaca razvoju Crkve u ruralnim po-
dru¢jima bio u tome $to su plemiéi preuzimali pa-
tronat nad gradnjom seoskih crkava.?* Takva praksa
moze objasniti postojanje grobova patrona unutar
crkvenih prostora, no specifi¢an polozaj ovog gro-
ba, smjestenog unutar oltarnog dijela crkve na loka-
litetu Crkveno brdo, i dalje ostaje neobican. U po-
sljednju fazu rekonstrukcije crkve mogle bi se ubro-
jiti 1 male opeke nepravilnog oblika (sl. 8), koje su
mozda koristene za oblikovanje zidnih dekorativnih
arhitektonskih elemenata, poput pilastara, vijenaca,
okvira portala ili prozora.

Pronadeni tragovi fresko-zbuke u raznim boja-
ma svjedocCe da je crkva bila oslikana freskama s
motivima geometrijskog i floralnog karaktera. Fra-
gmenti fresaka pronadeni su u ruSevinama oko cr-
kve; ve¢i fragmenti otkriveni su u blizini jugoistoc-
nog kontrafora, dok su znatno manji dijelovi, prem-
da brojniji, pronadeni uz sjeverni zid produzenog
dijela crkve. Cini se da su na freskama na juznom
zidu prevladavali geometrijski motivi, koji su moz-
da bili imitacija opus sectile ili mramorne oplate (sl.
9A). Paleta boja ograni¢ena je na crnu, bijelu, svje-
tlocrvenu i oker, a medu motivima se mogu primije-
titi rombovi i ravne linije. Ovako skroman repertoar
motiva mogao bi znaciti da su ulomci pripadali do-
njim dijelovima zida ili rubovima nekih nesacuva-
nih ili neotkrivenih figuralnih scena. S druge strane,
na fragmentima fresaka s novog sjevernog zida cr-
kve uoCava se bogatija paleta boja koja ukljucuje
nekoliko nijansi crvene, oker, svjetlozutu (koja imi-
tira zlato), ruzicastu, bijelu, crnu, razli¢ite nijanse
sive itd. (sl. 9C). lako su sacuvane freske bile vrlo
fragmentirane, naziru se aureole, dijelovi odjece i
eventualna lica nekih neidentificiranih likova kao i
linearni motivi zakrivljenih i cik-cak linija. Poseb-

» Tako je to obiljezje navedenog razdoblja, treba napo-

menuti da se obi¢aj pokapanja uglednih plemica unu-
tar crkvenog prostora moze pratiti ve¢ vrlo rano, ¢ak
od 11. stoljeca, usp. Laszlovszky 1991, str. 42—43.

2 Jékely 2018, str. 104.

0 15 cm

S1. 8. Opeka nepravilnog oblika
Fig. 8 Brick of irregular shape

rural churches.?* Of course, this can be the expla-
nation for the existence of patron’s burials within
the church spaces. Yet, the deposition of the grave
within the altar of the church on Crkveno brdo site
is still peculiar. Finally, to the last phase of the
church reconstruction may also belong small bricks
of irregular shape (fig. 8), maybe used for some
decorative architectural elements that embelished
the walls of the church, such as pillasters, cornices,
portal or window frames, etc.

According to discovered finds of fresco mortar
in various colour, the church was decorated with
frescoes with preserved geometric and floral mo-
tifs, the fragments of which were discovered in the
debris arround the church. Some larger fragments
were discovered around the south-eastern butress,
while more numerous, although significantly small-
er fragments, were discovered around the north wall
of the elongated part of the church. It seems that the
frescoes on the southern wall were depicted with
predominant geometric motifs, maybe the imita-
tion of opus sectile or marble revetment (fig. 9A).
Their colour palette is restricted to black, white,
light red and ocher, while among the motifs rombs
and straight lines could be noticed. Such modest
repertory of motifs could mean that the fragments
belonged to the lower parts of the wall or to the
verge of some unpreserved or undiscovered figural
scenes. The fragments that belonged to the paintings
on the new northern wall of the church have signif-
icantly larger palette consisting of several shades of
red, ocher, light yellow imitating gold, pink, white,
black, several shades of gray, etc (fig. 9C). Although
the preserved frescoes were very fragmented, halos,
parts of clothing and possible faces of some uni-

% Jekely 2018, p. 104,
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no je zanimljiv manji ulomak s oslikanim slovima
P 1 (vjerojatno) ,,H, koji sugerira da su freske
sadrzavale natpise (sl. 9B). Nazalost, tesko je izve-
sti zakljucke o sadrzaju izvornog natpisa na temelju
samo jednog fragmenta, no ovaj nalaz potvrduje da
su freske, barem djelomicno, bile oznacene imeni-
ma prikazanih osoba ili scena.

Na nekoliko odlomaka moglo se uociti da su
freske zapravo oslikane preko drugog sloja fresko-
zbuke. Takvi su odlomci otkriveni u novopodignu-
tom zapadnom dijelu crkve, a sloj Zbuke izmedu
dvaju slojeva fresaka vrlo je tanak. Stoga nije jasno
je li pojava dvaju slojeva fresko-zbuke samo poslje-
dica popravaka ili pak svjedoCi o dvjema fazama
oslikavanja fresaka u ovom dijelu crkve. Sto se tice
moguceg repertoara fresaka, on se na ovoj razini
istrazivanja ne moze definirati. Ipak, treba imati
na umu da su se u tadas$njim seoskim crkvama fre-
ske s narativnim ciklusima uobi¢ajeno postavljale
na sjeverni zid lade. U skladu s tim, moguce je da
na sjevernom zidu nisu ugradeni prozori kako bi se
osigurao vec¢i prostor za prikazivanje scena. Patroni
koji su financirali oslikavanje seoskih crkava tako-
der su bili pripadnici domaceg plemstva, ali pone-
kad je oslikavanje mogla financirati i cijela lokalna
zajednica.?

Kroz svoju povijesti crkva je bila srediste lo-
kalnog vjerskog Zivota, ali i mjesto ukopa, koji su
se obavljali na nekropoli nalik crkvenom groblju.
Tako je crkva izgradena na ve¢ postojecoj nekro-
poli, nakon njezine izgradnje ukopi su se obavljali
iskljucivo oko crkve, jer unutar nje nisu otkriveni
grobovi, §to odgovara tadasnjem pravilu da se uko-
pi obavljaju na posvecenom podrucju crkvenog
groblja.?® Jedina iznimka na lokalitetu Crkveno
brdo bio je zapadni dio crkve iz trece faze gradnje,
gdje je istrazeno desetak grobova. Neki od njih su
saCuvani, dok su drugi unisteni, no svi pripadaju
razdoblju prije posljednje obnove crkve. Dakle, ti
su se ukopi zapravo obavljali izvan izvorne crkve.
Dosad je oko crkve istrazeno Sezdesetak grobova,

2 Uobicajeni repertoar fresaka na sjevernim zidovima

saCuvanih crkava 14. stoljeca sastojao se od ciklusa
Muke Kristove i Legende o sv. Ladislavu, usp. Kla-
niczay 2004, str. 126; Jékely 2018, str. 110-112.

Ve¢ oko 1100. propisi sinode u Tarcalu navode da se
pokopi trebaju obavljati oko crkve i impliciraju neke
kazne za nepostivanje tog pravila, usp. Vargha 2019,
str. 17. Pretpostavlja se da su groblja oko crkava poce-
la nastajati tijekom 11. stoljeca, usp. Berend, Laszlov-
sky, Zsolt Sakacs 2007, str. 338—339.
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dentified figures could be detected, as well as linear
motifs of curved and zig-zag lines. Likewise, one
small fragment with painted letters P and (probable)
H suggest that the frescoes were inscribed (fig. 9B).
Unfortunately, only one fragment with letters does
not allow us any hypothesis about the content of the
original inscription. But this finding clearly testi-
fy that the frescoes were at least designated with
names of depicted persons or scenes.

On several fragments it could be noticed that the
frescoes were actually depicted over another layer
of fresco mortar. Those fragments were discovered
in the newly erected western part of the church, and
the layer of mortar between two layers of frescoes
is very thin. Therefore, it is not clear whether the
appearance of two layers of fresco mortar was only
the consequence of the repair or of two phases of
fresco paintings in this part of the church. When
speaking of the possible fresco program, it can not
be defined on this level of research. Still, we must
have in mind that in rural churches of the time, fres-
coes with narative cycles were customarily placed
on the north wall of the nave. It can therefore hap-
pen that no windows were opened on the nortern
wall, in order to have more space for depicted
scenes. The patrons that financed the depiction of
rural churches were also members of local nobility,
but sometimes the entire local community could fi-
nance the painting.?

Throughout its existance, the church was the fo-
cus of the local religious life, among the rest of bur-
ials that were performed on the necropolis which
actually had the appearance of the church grave-
yard. Although the church itself was built on the al-
ready existing necropolis, after its erection the bur-
ials were exclusively performed around the church,
since no graves were discovered within it, which
is in accordance to the rule that burials should be
performed in the sacred area of church graveyard.?
The only exception on the Crkveno brdo site was

2 Usual repertory of frescoes on northern walls in pre-
served churches of the 14" century consisted of Pas-
sion of Christ cycle and the Legend of St. Ladislas, cf.
Klaniczay 2004, p. 126; Jékely 2018, pp. 110-112.
Already around 1100 the regulations of the synod of
Tarcal stated that burials should be performed around
the church and implied some penalties for not obey-
ing to this rule, cf. Vargha 2019, p. 17. It is suggested
that graveyards around churches appeared sometimes
during the 11™ century, cf. Berend, Laszlovsky, Zsolt
Sakacs 2007, pp. 338-339.
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S1. 9. A — Freske pronadene oko jugoisto¢nog kontrafora; B — freske pronadene uz sjeverni zid, detalji;
C — freske pronadene uz sjeverni zid
Fig. 9 A— Frescoes found around SE buttress; B — Frescoes found by the northern wall, details,
C — Frescoes found by the northern wall
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a otkriven je i velik broj poremecenih grobova.”
Svi grobovi orijentirani su u smjeru zapad-istok, a
pokojnici su polagani u jednostavne grobne rake ili
drvene ljesove, na $to upucuju ostatci raspadnutog
drva, Zeljezni ¢avli, spojnice i Sarke. U nekim slu-
¢ajevima glava pokojnika bila je polozena na vec
koristene opeke. Pokojnici su pokapani na ledima,
u ispruzenom poloZzaju, s razli¢itim polozajima gor-
njih udova. Odrasli su pokapani dublje, do 1,20 m,
dok su djecji grobovi bili znatno pli¢i i nalazili su
se ve¢ na dubinama od oko pola metra. Juzno od
crkve dosad je identificirano vise djecjih nego odra-
slih grobova, a tijekom istrazivanja prostora sjever-
no od crkve otkrivena su najmanje dva horizonta
ukopa. Budu¢i da se radi o krs¢anskim ukopima, u
grobovima naj¢es$¢e nema nalaza ili se povremeno
pojavljuju predmeti bez precizne kronoloske vrijed-
nosti. Stoga je tesko uspostaviti korelaciju izmedu
faza izgradnje crkve i pojedinih ukopa. Grobni in-
ventar nije bio ni brojan ni raskosan, a uglavnom
se sastojao od raznih vrsta metalnih dijelova odjece
i nakita iako su pronadeni i nalazi poput staklene
boce i pikula. Gusto¢a grobova kao i njihovo pre-
klapanje i poremeéenost svjedoce o intenzivnoj po-
grebnoj aktivnosti na ovom lokalitetu.

Crkva je prestala biti u uporabi ve¢ pocetkom
16. stoljeca, na sto ukazuje grob 45/23 koji je dje-
lomi¢no izgraden preko nekada$njeg juznog ulaza
(sl. 10). U tom grobu pronadena su dva predmeta
polozena na prsima pokojnika. Prvi od njih odnosi
se na ulomke broncane aplike s kruzno perforiranim
srediStem, koje je okruzeno jednostrukim pleterom,
a oko kojeg su rasporedene dvije koSarice s groz-
dem/vocem povezane cvjetnim prepletom s malim
cavlicem za pri¢vrscenje aplike, najvjerojatnije na
neki koznati dio. Sli¢ne aplike uglavnom se datiraju
u razdoblje od 14. do 16. stolje¢a.?® Drugi predmet
iz istog groba je Suplje lijevano bron¢ano zvonce,
od kojeg je sacuvana samo jedna kupola s dvjema
kruznim perforacijama spojenim uskim pravokut-
nim prorezom, a koje kronoloski pripada istom raz-
doblju kao i bron¢ana aplika.?

Kao §to je vec¢ istaknuto, crkva je bila opasana
dvama rovovima. Tijekom istrazivanja je uoceno da

27 Istrazivanja nekropole jo§ su u tijeku.

2 Feher 1955, str. 218, T. XXXVI, t. 15, 227; Gabor
2006, str. 127; Dimovski 2021, str. 21, 54-56, kat. br.
37-40.

29 Safarik, Sulman 1954, str. 18; Dimovski 2021, str.
18-19, 53, kat. br. 34.

the western part of the church from the third phase,
where dozen of graves were excavated, some
preserved some destructed, but they actually be-
longed to the period before the last restoration of
the church. Therefore, those burials were actually
performed outside the original church. About six-
ty graves have been excavated so far around the
church, and a large number of disturbed burials was
also detected.”” All graves are oriented in the W—E
direction, and the deceased were placed in simple
grave pits or in wooden coffins, as indicated by the
remains of decayed wood, iron nails, clamps, and
hinges. In some cases, the head of the deceased was
placed on reused bricks. The deceased were buried
on their backs, in a stretched position, with varia-
tions in the placement of the upper limbs. Adults
were buried deeper, up to 1.20 m, while child buri-
als were much shallower and occurred at depths of
about 0.50 m. So far, more child than adult graves
have been identified south of the church. During the
exploration of the area north of the church, at least
two burial horizons were identified. Since these are
Christian burials, graves usually contain no finds,
or items that are not chronologically sensitive occa-
sionally occur. Therefore, it is difficult to establish
a correlation between the construction phases of the
church and individual burials. The grave inventory
was not numerous or lavish. It mainly consists of
various types of metal clothing parts and jewelry,
although finds such as a glass bottle or marbles are
also present. The density of graves, as well as their
overlap and disturbance, indicate intensive burial
activity.

The church was already out of use by the early
16" century, which is suggested by a grave 45/23,
partly constructed over the former southern en-
trance (fig. 10). In this grave, two finds were dis-
covered on the chest of the deceased. Fragments of
a bronze appliqué with a circular perforated center
encircled by a single braid, around which two bas-
kets with grapes/fruits are arranged and connected
by a floral intertwining, with a small nail used to at-
tach the appliqué, most likely to the leather. Similar
appliqués are mostly dated to the 14"-16" century.?®
Also originating from the grave is a hollow-cast
bronze jingle, of which only one dome is preserved,
featuring two circular perforations connected by a

27 The excavations of the necropolis are still in progress.

2 Feher 1955, p. 218, T. XXXVI. t. 15, 227; Gabor 2006,
p- 127; Dimovski 2021,p p. 21, 54-56, cat. nr. 37-40.
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SI. 10. Grob 45/23 sa sitnim nalazima
Fig. 10 Grave 45/23 with small finds

je dio nekropole unisten vanjskim rovom koji je bio
sirok oko 1 m i dubok 1,20 m. Ve¢ je spomenuto
da su takvi rovovi imali obrambenu ulogu, no nji-
hovo to¢no vrijeme nastanka nije moguée utvrditi.
lako se ¢ini razumnim pretpostaviti da se njihovo
postojanje moze povezati s mongolskim prodorima,
pa ¢ak i kasnijim osmanskim osvajanjima, to se ne
moze sa sigurno$¢u dokazati.>

Kontinuirano postojanje naselja, crkve i nekro-
pole na ovom podrucju tijekom nekoliko stoljeca
ukazuje na to da je lokalitet Crkveno brdo ocito
imao ulogu vaznog lokalnog sredista, tim viSe $to
se nalazio u neposrednoj blizini juzne pogranic¢ne
zone madarske srednjovjekovne drzave. Ovaj za-
kljucak temelji se na pretpostavci da su se seoske
crkve gradile prvenstveno u onim naseljima koja
su imala veliku gustocu naseljenosti i gospodarske
mogucénosti za podizanje i stalnu obnovu crkve radi
zadovoljenja duhovnih potreba stanovnika.’! Nase-
lje je oCito osnovano negdje tijekom 11. stoljeéa, t;.
u isto vrijeme kada je i izgradena crkva. Takvo da-
tiranje je u skladu sa zakonom izdanim za vrijeme
vladavine Stjepana L. (1000. — 1038.) i jo§ jednom
je potvrdeno prvim zakonikom Ladislava I. (1077.
—1095.), kojima se poticalo osnivanje crkava u se-
oskim sredinama na podruéju cijele zemlje. Naime,
kralj Stjepan I. bio je osobito posvecen Sirenju kr-
S¢anske vjere medu Sirim slojevima stanovniStva,

3 Tijekom kasnog 15. i kroz cijelo 16. stolje¢e mnoge su

madarske crkve bile na neki nacin utvrdene (zidovima
ili jednostavnijim gradevinama) kako bi se zastitile od
Osmanlija, usp. Jékely 2018, str. 106.

31 Rombhanyi 2022, str. 436.

narrow rectangular slit, chronologically determined
to be contemporaneous with the bronze appliqué.”

As we already pointed out, the church was encir-
cled by two trenches. During the excavations, it was
observed that part of the necropolis was destroyed
by the external trench, which was approximately 1
meter wide and 1.20 meters deep. We already noted
that it is mostly considered that such trenches had a
defensive role. But the time of their digging can not
be positively established and, although it seems rea-
sonable to suppose that their existence can be tied
to Mongol intrusions, or even to the later Ottoman
conquests, it can't be testified with certainty.*

The continuous presence of settlement, church
and necropolis in this area during the period that
was several centuries long, suggests that Crkveno
brdo site obviously played the role of an important
local central place, the more so because it was in
the vicinity of the southern border zone of Magyar
medieval state. This conclusion is based on the pre-
sumption that rural churches were built primarily in
those settlements that had large density of popula-
tion and economic capacity to erect and continuous-
ly restore the church to satisfy the spiritual needs
of the inhabitants.*' The settlement obviously began
its life sometimes during the 11" century, which is

»  Safarik, Sulman 1954, p. 18; Dimovski 2021, pp. 18—
19, 53, cat. nr. 34.

During the late 15" and throughout the 16™ century,
many Magyar churches were fortified in some way
(either walls or simpler structures) in order to be pre-
served from Ottomans, cf. Jékely 2018, p. 106.

31 Rombhanyi 2022, p. 436.
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pa je donio zakon koji je propisivao da svaka skupi-
na od deset sela mora izgraditi crkvu, kako bi se bo-
gosluzje za lokalno stanovnistvo u ruralnim podruc-
jima moglo obavljati redovito.> No unato¢ tome,
poganski ustanci iz 1046. 1 1072. godine ukazuju
na to da ideje kralja Stjepana o brzom i uspjeSnom
pokrstavanju madarskog ruralnog podruc¢ja nisu
bile lako prihvacene.?® Ipak, kralj Ladislav I. izdao
je zakon da lokalni biskupi i kr§¢anske zajednice
moraju popraviti sve oste¢ene crkve i da se nijedna
crkva ne smije napustiti ¢ak i ako se samo selo na-
pusti odnosno iseli.** Takve zakonske odredbe jasno
svjedoce o vaznosti intenzivnog pokrs§tavanja ne
samo urbanih nego i ruralnih podruéja. Cinjenica da
je uspjesno pokrstavanje sela bilo ,,kljuéni element
u nastanku kr§¢anske monarhije‘> danas se uglav-
nom smatra foposom, no zapravo je predstavljalo
znak da je prihvacanje nove vjere medu seoskim
stanovnistvom bilo stvarni pokazatelj kako je sred-
njovjekovna madarska drzava postala legitimni dio
istog vjerskog i kulturnog kruga, koji je prihvatio
iste kulturne i institucionalne modele kao i njezine
dugogodisnje kr§¢anske susjedne drzave.*

U tom kontekstu moze se promatrati i izgrad-
nja crkve na lokalitetu Crkveno brdo. Cjelokupan
izgled crkve ovisio je prvenstveno o domaéim zi-
darima i lokalno dostupnom materijalu, prije svega
opeci, unato¢ nekoliko ulomaka lomljenog kamena
koji su otkriveni u ruSevinama. Ipak, njezina arhi-
tektonska koncepcija jednobrodne crkve sa Sirokom
polukruznom apsidom i aneksom moze se vezati za
prostornu koncepciju crkava podignutih u dolini
Gornje Tise. Kao i u drugim zapadnoeuropskim dr-
zavama, madarsko srednjovjekovno graditeljstvo,
osobito romanicko, takoder je imalo regionalna
obiljezja. U tom kontekstu, crkva otkrivena na lo-

32 Takozvani ,,drugi zakonik kralja Stjepana“ zapravo

pocinje tvrdnjom ,,.Decem villae ecclesiam edificent®,
a zatim navodi da se trebaju izgraditi kuce za sveceni-
ke, nabaviti misno ruho i knjige te kupiti domace Zivo-
tinje jer je svecenikova sluzba bila vezana za ruralno
podrucje. Decreta Regni Mediaevalis Hungariae 1.
Decreta S. Stephani Regis, Liber Secundus, 1. Tako-
der vidi: Bak 2000, str. 119; Jékely 2018, str. 100—101;
Vargha 2019, str. 17. O problemima razmatranja poj-
ma ,,vila“ u ovom kontekstu usp. Romhényi 1999, str.
161.

3 Klaniczay 2004, str. 113-114; Berend, Laszlovsky,
Zsolt Sakacs 2007, str. 339-340; Vargha 2019, str. 17.

3 Jékely 2018, str. 101; Vargha 2019, str. 18.

35 Vargha 2019, str. 8.

3 Klaniczay 2004, str. 111-112; Berend 2007, str. 1-2, 5.

also the date of the erection of the church. Such dat-
ing is in accordance to the law issued during the
reign of Stephen I's (1000-1038) and once again
strengthened by the first book of laws by Ladislas I
(1077-1095). By both regulations, the founding of
churches in rural areas was encouraged on the ter-
ritory of the entire country. Namely, king Stephen
I was concerned with regulating the spreading of
new faith among wider population. Therefore he is-
sued the law that every ten villages have to build a
church, in order for regular Church services to take
place for the local population in rural areas.*> The
pagan revolts of 1046 and 1072 suggest that king
Stephen's ideas about the fast and successful Chris-
tianization of Magyar countryside were not easily
accepted.® Yet, king Ladislas I issued the law that
all damaged churches have to be repaired by local
bishops and Christian communities, and that no
church is to be abandoned even if the village itself
is abandoned or relocated.** Such legal regulations
clearly testify about the importance of intensive
Christianization of not only the urban but of rural
areas as well. The fact that the successful Chris-
tianizing of countryside was “a crucial element in
the emergence of Christian monarchy”® is today
mostly considered as fopos, but it indeed mean that
the acceptance of the new faith among rural popu-
lation was a real mark that Magyar medieval state
was a legitimate part of the same religious and cul-
tural circle by accepting the same cultural and in-
stitutional models as their long-standing Christian
neighboring states.*

32 The so called “second lawbook of King Stephen” actu-

ally starts with the statement: “Decem villae ecclesiam
edificent”, and then specify that houses for the priests
should likewise be erected, vestments and books ac-
quired, and domestic animals purchased, since prists’
service was tied to the rural area. Decreta Regni Medi-
aevalis Hungariae I. Decreta S. Stephani Regis, Liber
Secundus, 1. See also: Bak 2000, p. 119; Jékely 2018,
pp. 100-101; Vargha 2019, p. 17. About the problems
considering the term “villa” in this context, cf. Rom-
hanyi 1999, p. 161.

3 Klaniczay 2004, pp. 113—114; Berend, Laszlovsky,
Zsolt Sakacs 2007, pp. 339-340; Vargha 2019, p. 17.

3 Jékely 2018, p. 101; Vargha 2019, p. 18.

35 Vargha 2019, p. 8.

3¢ Klaniczay 2004, pp. 111-112; Berend 2007, pp. 1-2,
5.
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kalitetu Crkveno brdo, na osnovi svojih arheoloskih
tragova, pokazuje najblizu paralelu jednobrodnim
crkvama s jednim kvadratnim ili pravokutnim anek-
som s podru¢ja Gornje Tise. Razmatrajué¢i moguce
reprezentativnije uzore za izgradnju, crkva na Cr-
kvenom brdu moze se gledati kao pojednostavljena
varijanta tipova crkava slicnih izvornoj nadbiskup-
skoj crkvi u Kaloc¢i, §to je i razumljivo imajuéi u
vidu ¢injenicu da je crkva na Crkvenom brdu bila
pod njezinom nadleznosti. Prema rezultatima ar-
heoloskih istrazivanja, ova rana kalocka katedrala,
datirana u prva desetljeca 11. stoljeca, bila je jed-
nobrodna crkva sa Sirokom polukruznom apsidom i
najmanje jednim, a najvjerojatnije dvama aneksima
na isto¢nom dijelu bo¢nih zidova.?’

Ocito je da je crkva na lokalitetu Crkveno brdo
duze vrijeme sluzila kao srediSte lokalnog sred-
njovjekovnog stanovnistva i kao Zupna crkva pod
nadleznosti Kalocke, a kasnije Kalocko-backe nad-
biskupije. Njezin znacaj dodatno je naglaSen op-
seznom obnovom nakon mongolske invazije, jer su
crkvu nastavili koristiti stanovnici istog naselja koji
su se nakon invazije ponovno naselili u neposred-
nu blizinu izvorne lokacije. lako je ova obnova u
skladu s ,,novim valom* gradnje crkava nakon po-
vla¢enja Mongola, koji je zabiljeZen na razliitim
podru¢jima srednjovjekovne madarske drzave, tre-
ba naglasiti da potreba za podizanjem novih i obno-
vom starijih crkava u to vrijeme nije bila samo po-
sljedica ovog razornog povijesnog dogadaja, koliko
god on bio vazan. Naime, takoder je moguée da su
rekonstrukcije starih i osnivanja novih crkava proi-
zasli iz promijenjenih obicaja gospodarenja velikim
posjedima medu plemi¢kim obiteljima, pri ¢emu je
crkva bila jedno od najo¢itijih vizualnih svjedocan-
stava njihove mo¢i i dominacije.*® Nazalost, s obzi-
rom na stanje istrazenosti lokaliteta Crkveno brdo,
ne mozemo donijeti kona¢ne zakljucke o tome je li
njezina obnova rezultat dobro¢instva nekog nepo-
znatog plemica ili pothvat lokalne zajednice.

Istrazivanja su jasno pokazala da je lokalno
stanovnistvo kontinuirano koristilo nekropolu oko
crkve za pokapanja. Pokapalo se ¢ak i nakon uniste-
nja crkve iz druge faze, ali prije nego $to je zapocela

37 Takécs 2018, str. 63-65; Zsolt Szakacs 2018, str. 203—
204, sl. 2; Buzas 2020, str. 16-17.

3% Berend, Laszlovsky, Zsolt Sakacs 2007, str. 356; Zsolt
Szakacs 2011, str. 231. Takve promjene u gospodare-
nju zemljom mogle su zapoceti i prije mongolske in-
vazije, usp. Romhanyi 2022, str. 441.

The erection of the church on Crkveno brdo site
can also be understood in this context. Its overall
appearance depended primarily on local masons
and locally available materials, primarily bricks,
despite several fragments of broken stone discov-
ered in the debris. Still, its architectural concept of
a single-nave church with wide semicircular apse
and an annex can be tied to the spatial concept of
churches erected in the Upper Tisza valley. As in
other west European countries, Magyar's medieval
architecture, especially Romanesque, also showed
regional characteristics. In regard to that, the church
discovered on Crkveno brdo site, based on its ar-
chaeological traces, shows closest parallel to the
single-naved churches with one square or rectan-
gular annex from the area of Upper Tisza valley.
When considering the more representative possible
models for the church on Crkveno brdo, it can be
understood as a simplified variant of those types
of churches similar to the original archbishopric
church in Kalocsa, which is understandable when
having in mind the fact that Crkveno brdo church
was under its jurisdiction. According to the results
of archaeological excavations, this early cathedral
of Kalocsa, dated to the first decades of the 11" cen-
tury, was a single-nave church with wide semi-cir-
cular apse and at least one, and most probably two
annexes, in the eastern part of its lateral walls.*’

It is obvious that church at Crkveno brdo site
served for longer time as a focal point for the local
medieval population, as a parish church under the
jurisdiction of Kalocsa and later of Kalocsa-Bacz
archbishopric. In regard to that, its importance is
additionally stressed by its extensive restoration af-
ter the Mongol conquest, because it continued to be
used by inhabitants of the same settlement, which,
as we saw, was also re-populated after the invasion
in the close vicinity of the original location. Al-
though this restoration is in accordance to the “new
wave” of constructing churches after the Mongolian
withdrawal, which is recorded in different areas of
Magyar medieval state, it should be stressed that
the necessity for erecting new and restoring of older
churches at that time was not only the consequence
of this devastating historical event, no matter how
important it was. Namely, it is also possible that the
reconstructions of old and founding of new church-
es was the result of changed customs of managing

37 Takacs 2018, pp. 63-65; Zsolt Szakacs 2018, pp. 203—
204, sl. 2; Buzas 2020, pp. 16-17.
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obnova iz posljednje faze. Nekropola se nastavila
koristiti i u vremenima kada je ovo sakralno mjesto
najvjerojatnije bilo napusteno, na $to upucuje vec
spomenuti grob uz juzni zid crkve. Sve to svjedoci
o tome da je ovo sakralno i sredi$nje mjesto imalo
dugi kontinuitet, koji je potrajao do kraja 15. ili po-
cetka 16. stolje¢a. U narednim stolje¢ima podrucje
je dozivjelo znacajne promjene, sve dok nije posta-
lo potpuno ruralizirano, a istovremeno je obliznja
Senta pocela dobivati na vaznosti, ponajprije za-
hvaljuju¢i svom strateSkom polozaju.

large properties among noble families, the church
being one of the most eloquent visual testimonies
of their power and dominance.®® Unfortunately,
considering the state of research of Crkveno brdo
site, we can not give any definite conclusion about
whether its restoration was the result of euergetism
of some unknown aristocrat or of the effort of the
local community.

Excavations clearly showed that local inhabit-
ants continuously used the necropolis around the
church for the burials. The burials were even per-
formed in the times after the church from the sec-
ond phase was destroyed, but the last phase restora-
tion hasn't yet started. The necropolis continued to
be used even in times when this religious place was
most probably abandoned, which is suggested by the
already mentioned grave built along the south wall
of the church. This testifies the long-lasting conti-
nuity of this sacral and central place that stretches to
the late 15%/early 16" century. In centuries that fol-
lowed, this area has undergone significant changes,
finally to become completely ruralized, while the
nearby Szenta began to gain more importance, pri-
marily because of its strategic position.

3% Berend, Laszlovsky, Zsolt Sakacs 2007, p. 356; Zsolt
Szakacs 2011, p. 231. Such changes in land manage-
ment could have begun even before Mongol invasion,
cf. Romhanyi 2022, p. 441.
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Arhivska grada / Archival material

Dudas 1890
A. Dudas, Hronika Andora Dudasa iz 1890., Arhiv-

ska jedinica istorijskog arhiva Senta, kolekcija Joce
Vujica, F 381, 1890.
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