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Professor Boris Vukonić 
(1938 – 2025)

Professor Boris Vukonić was born in 
1938 in Zagreb, where he graduated from the 
Classical High School and then the Faculty 
of Economics and Business. He obtained his 
master’s degree from the Faculty of Econom-
ics and Business in 1965 and his doctorate in 
1979 from the same faculty, while in 1984 
he was appointed full professor. From 1980 
to 1982 he was the Chairman of the Coun-
cil of the Faculty of Foreign Trade and from 
1984 to 1986 Chairman of the Council of the 
Faculty of Economics. From 1995 to 1997 he 
was a member of the main commission for 
the field of economics. From 1996 to 2000, 
he was Dean of the Faculty of Economics 
and Business for two mandates before retir-
ing in 2002. In addition, it is worth noting 
that Boris Vukonić was the founder and first 
Editor-in-Chief of the scientific journal Acta 
Turistica from 1989 to 2002. During his long 
career, he mentored numerous students in 
graduate and postgraduate programmes as 
well as at doctoral level.

Professor Boris Vukonić was a doyen of 
contemporary scientific thought on tourism 
and a respected university professor in Cro-
atia and internationally. He was a prominent 
Croatian economist who dedicated his entire 
working life to the study of tourism and to 
the transfer of knowledge to students, associ-
ates and tourism experts. He published over 
30 books and textbooks and more than 150 
scientific and professional articles in nation-
al and international journals. One of his most 
important works is the Dictionary of Tourism 
from 2001 (published by Masmedija, Zagreb), 
which he co-edited with Professor Nevenka 

Prof. dr. sc. Boris Vukonić 
(1938. – 2025.)

Profesor Boris Vukonić rođen je u Za-
grebu 1938. godine gdje je završio Klasičnu 
gimnaziju te potom Ekonomski fakultet. Na 
Ekonomskom fakultetu magistrirao je (1965. 
godine) i doktorirao (1979. godine) te je 1984. 
godine izabran u znanstveno-nastavno zvanje 
redovitog profesora. U razdoblju od 1980. do 
1982. godine obnašao je dužnost predsjednika 
Savjeta Fakulteta za vanjsku trgovinu, a u raz-
doblju od 1984. do 1986. godine dužnost pred-
sjednika Savjeta Ekonomskog fakulteta.  Bio 
je član Matične komisije za polje ekonomije 
u razdoblju od 1995. do 1997. godine. Bio je 
dekan Ekonomskog fakulteta u dva mandata, 
u razdoblju od 1996. do 2000. godine, a 2002. 
godine otišao je u mirovinu. Osim navede-
nog, vrijedno je istaknuti da je Boris Vukonić 
bio osnivač i prvi glavni i odgovorni urednik 
znanstvenog časopisa Acta Turistica od 1989. 
do 2002. godine. U svojoj dugogodišnjoj ka-
rijeri bio je mentor brojnim studentima na di-
plomskom i poslijediplomskom studiju te na 
doktoratima.

Profesor Boris Vukonić bio je doajen 
suvremene znanstvene misli o turizmu te 
ugledni sveučilišni profesor u Hrvatskoj i u 
međunarodnim krugovima. Bio je istaknuti 
hrvatski ekonomist koji je cijeli svoj radni vi-
jek posvetio istraživanju turizma i prenoše-
nju znanja studentima, suradnicima i struč-
njacima u turizmu. Objavio je preko 30 knji-
ga i udžbenika te više od 150 znanstvenih i 
stručnih radova u domaćim i međunarodnim 
časopisima. Među njegovim važnijim djeli-
ma izdvaja se Rječnik turizma iz 2001. go-
dine (izdavač Masmedija, Zagreb) čiji je bio 
urednik zajedno s prof. dr. sc. Nevenkom 
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Čavlek, a koji sadrži 2300 pojmova. Profesor 
Vukonić autor je i povijesnih djela, Tempus 
fugit iz 1994. godine u izdanju AGM-a, u 
kojem analizira povijest turizma Zagreba te 
Povijest hrvatskog turizma iz 2005. godine u 
izdanju Prometeja, prvo djelo ovakve vrste u 
Hrvatskoj. Njegova knjiga Turizam i religi-
ja doživjela je i englesko izdanje (Pergamon 
Press, 1996.). Brojni njegovi sveučilišni udž-
benici i danas se koriste u nastavi, kao pri-
mjerice Turističke agencije ili Turizam i ra-
zvoj. 2010. godine objavio je knjigu Turizam: 
budućnost brojnih iluzija (izdavač Plejada), 
u kojoj je prikazao pozitivne, ali i negativne 
učinke turizma u održivom razvoju, što je i 
danas izuzetno važna tema ne samo za turi-
zam, nego i za ukupan ekonomski i društveni 
razvoj na globalnoj razini.

Bio je jedan od vodećih svjetskih struč-
njaka u turizmu – član Međunarodnog 
udruženja znanstvenika u turizmu (AIEST), 
Svjetske turističke akademije (IAST), Među-
narodne organizacije menadžmenta (IMDA), 
Međunarodnog udruženja turističkih pisaca 
i novinara te član Savjetodavnog obrazov-
nog odbora glavnog tajnika UNWTO-a od 
1990. do 1992. godine. U Republici Hrvat-
skoj obnašao je dužnost člana Pododbora za 
turizam Hrvatskog Sabora (1994. – 1996.), 
člana Odbora za prostorno uređenje države 
Hrvatske (1996. – 2004.), a bio je i predsjed-
nik Hrvatskog udruženja za zdravlje turista 
(1992. – 1999.). Osim toga, bio je prvi tajnik 
Znanstvenog vijeća za turizam pri HAZU-u. 
Bio je voditelj više projekata u hrvatskom tu-
rizmu koji i danas žive u turističkoj praksi: 
destinacija Istre, Dalmacije, hrvatskih topli-
ca i dr.

Za svoj plodonosan rad dobio je više pri-
znanja, poput nagrade dr. Mijo Mirković, 
zatim priznanje UNWTO-a 2002. godine za 
doprinos obrazovanju u turizmu, Nagradu za 
životno djelo koju mu je 2014. godine dodi-
jelila Hrvatska turistička zajednica i brojne 
druge nagrade.

Čavlek and which contains 2300 terms. Pro-
fessor Vukonić is also the author of histori-
cal works, Tempus fugit from 1994, published 
by AGM, in which he analyses the history of 
tourism in Zagreb, and History of Croatian 
Tourism from 2005, published by Prometej, 
the first work of its kind in Croatia. His book 
Tourism and Religion was also published in 
English (Pergamon Press, 1996). Many of his 
university textbooks are still used in teaching 
today, such as Tourism Agencies or Tourism 
and Development. In 2010, he published the 
book Tourism: The Future of Many Illusions 
(published by Plejada), in which he outlines 
the positive and negative impacts of tourism 
on sustainable development, which is still an 
extremely important issue not only for tour-
ism but also for general economic and social 
development on a global scale.

He was one of the world’s leading tourism 
experts - a member of the International Asso-
ciation of Scientific Experts in Tourism (AI-
EST), the International Academy for the Study 
of Tourism (IAST), the International Manage-
ment Association (IMDA), the International 
Association of Travel Writers and Journalists 
and, from 1990 to 1992, a member of the Ad-
visory Education Committee of the Secre-
tary-General of the UNWTO. In the Republic 
of Croatia, he was a member of the Subcom-
mittee for Tourism of the Croatian Parliament 
(1994-1996), a member of the Committee for 
Spatial Planning of the State of Croatia (1996-
2004) and President of the Croatian Associ-
ation for Tourist Health (1992-1999). He was 
also the first secretary of the Scientific Coun-
cil for Tourism at the Croatian Academy of 
Sciences and Arts. He led several projects in 
Croatian tourism that are still alive in tourism 
practice today: destinations in Istria, Dalmatia, 
Croatian health resorts, etc.

For his fruitful work, he received sev-
eral awards, such as the Dr Mijo Mirković, 
then the UNWTO recognition in 2002 for 
his contribution to education in tourism, the 
Lifetime Achievement Award given to him 
by the Croatian Tourist Board in 2014, and 
numerous other awards.
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Boris Vukonić ostat će nam u sjećanju 
kao sveučilišni profesor, znanstvenik i kao 
priznati stručnjak u turizmu. Njegovo znanje 
i aktivan duh ostat će trajna inspiracija i na-
sljeđe mnogim studentima, kolegama i struč-
njacima u turizmu.

Prof. dr. sc. Mato Bartoluci

                              

Boris Vukonić will be remembered as a 
university professor, scientist and a recog-
nized expert in tourism. His knowledge and 
active spirit will remain a lasting inspiration 
and legacy for many students, colleagues and 
tourism experts.

Professor Mato Bartoluci

                              


