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Upon accession to the EU, new funding opportunities have emerged in the cultural sector (CS) of 

the Republic of Croatia. Considering the available funding opportunities, the question arises as to 

whether and to what extent CS stakeholders meet the requirements of EU funds and programs. 

Therefore, the purpose of this research is to identify the relationship between economic capacities 

and the potential of Croatian cultural sector concerning the successful application and implemen-

tation of EU-funded projects, in order to contribute to their competitiveness for the future program 

-

demic period, during the end of 2019 and the beginning of 2020 which enabled avoiding distortions 

factor and correlation analyses were used for data processing. The research found a positive cor-

that the lack of knowledge and experience of organizations in the CS is not affecting the number of 

project applications, but it is impacting their positive outcomes, highlighting the need to implement 

recommended measures to improve the situation in practice. Therefore, this paper contributes to 

the theory on the utilization of EU funds, the management of the CS, and to the strengthening of the 

absorptive capacity of organizations in pursuit of EU funding opportunities.
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RESULTS
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3.2. R

knowledge, experience and personnel re-

sources in respondents’ organizations 
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-

bility to develop their activities and businesses

opinion of cultural organizations management for 

them to use EU funds and programs
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3.3. A
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