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WOLFGANG MIEDER

INTERNATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 
OF NEW AND REPRINTED PROVERB 
COLLECTIONS

For Georgios Tserpes

This annual bibliography of new and reprinted proverb collec-
tions might appear a bit meager with its eighteen entries. That is 
indeed the impression that one gets, but let me take this oppor-
tunity to call on all paremiologists and phraseologists to provide 
me with new collections that appear in their respective coun-
tries. It is difficult for me to find out about them and even more 
involved in obtaining copies. I am more than happy to repay 
you for your expenses so that I can add these collections to my 
massive holding of the International Proverb Archive here at the 
University of Vermont.

Small as this bibliography might be, it contains a number 
of incredibly valuable publications. There is the important pare-
miographical work of Emanuele Lelli in Italy, who has provided 
an Italian translation of Erasmus of Rotterdam’s Adagia and an 
equally significant edited volume of Proverbi, sentenze e mas-
sime di saggezza in Grecia e a Roma. Tutte le raccolte da pitag-
ora all’umanesimo (Milano: Bompiani, 2021). I thank him for 
making these massive volumes available to me as presents as I 
sent him copies of my books in exchange.

Due to the generosity of my American brother George 
Schumm, Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at the Ohio State 
University, I could add an old treasure from 1602 to my archive: 
Angelo Monosini, Floris Italicae linguae libri novem. Quinq; 
de Congruentia Florentini, siue Etrusci Sermonis cum Graeco, 
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Romanoque: vbi, praeter Dictiones, Phraseis, ac Syntaxin, con-
feruntur plus mille Prouerbia, & explicantur. In Quatuor vltimis 
enodatae sunt pro vberiori copia ad tres Adagiorum Chiliades. 
(Venetiis: Apud Io. Guerilium, 1604). This Christmas 2024 pres-
ent is the second oldest volume in my International Proverb Li-
brary. As you can imagine, I am incredibly thankful to my dear 
brother George.

Finally, let me also mention the unique publication by my 
Greek friend Georgios Tserpes and his colleague Stamatis Zo-
chios: The Proverbs of the Russian People by V.I. Dal. Transla-
tion by Ad. Adamantiou and Selection by B.G. Politis. From the 
Manuscripts of Hellenic Folklore Research Centre at the Acad-
emy of Athens (Athens: Academy of Athens, Publications of the 
Hellenic Folklore Research Centre – 38, 2024). I was so excit-
ed when I received this book as a present that brings alive the 
important work of the early Russian paremiographer Vladimir 
Ivanovich Dal’ (1801-1872). Over the years, I have benefitted 
greatly from Georgios’ significant paremiological publications, 
and it is always a special joy when we meet at international con-
ferences. It is then with much pleasure that I dedicate this bibli-
ography to Georgios Tserpes in Athens, Greece. 
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