CONFERENCES AND EXIBITIONS

Mapping the Mediterranean: Innovative Approaches to
Historical Cartography (13th—20th Century)

University of Padova, University of Zadar, DiSSGeA GIS laboratory,

Geography Museum in Padova

May 26 — 27, 2025, Geography Museum, Padova

On May 26 - 27, 2025, an interna-
tional colloquium on the history of
cartography from the 13th to the 20th
century was held at the Museum of
Geography (Museo di geografia) in
Padua. The main organizer of the col-
loquium was the University of Padua,
and the organization was led by
Ludovico Maurina and Leonardo
Mora, doctoral students in geography,
with the assistance of Silvija Elena Pi-
ovan, a professor in the Department
of Historical Sciences and Carto-
graphy (DiSSGeA). The colloquium
featured eight invited speakers with
independent presentations, while at-
tendance in the audience was open
with prior registration.

On the first day of the colloquium,
which began in the early afternoon, a
tour of the Geography Museum and
the collection of maps at the Ca' Borin
library was organized. After that, there
was a tour of the old city of Padua led
by Silvija E. Piovan, who explained
various stages of the city's develop-
ment from prehistory to the present,
using cartographic representations of
relatively recent historical phases in-
tegrated into a brochure for easier
program tracking. The second day of
the colloquium featured presentations
by eight speakers, divided into two
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Mapping the Mediterranean: Innovative Approaches
to Historical Cartography (13th — 20th Century)

SveuciliSte u Padovi, SveuciliSte u Zadru, DiSSGeA GIS laboratorij,
Muzej geografije u Padovi

26.-27. svibnja 2025., Muzej geografije, Padova

Dana 26. i 27. svibnja 2025. u Mu-
zeju geografije (Museo di geografia) u
Padovi odrZan je medunarodni ko-
lokvij o povijesti kartografije za raz-
doblje od 13. do 20. stoljeéa. Glavni
organizator kolokvija bilo je Sveudili-
$te u Padovi, a organizacijom su ru-
kovodili Ludovico Maurina i Leonardo
Mora, studenti doktorskog studija ge-
ografije uz pomo¢ Silvije Elene Piovan,
profesorice na Odjelu za povijesne
znanosti i kartografiju (DiSSGeA). Na
kolokviju je sudjelovalo osam pozva-
nih izlagaca sa samostalnim predava-
njima, dok je prisustvo u publici bilo
otvorenog tipa uz prethodnu prijavu.

Tijekom prvog dana kolokvija,
koji je zapo&eo u ranim popodnevnim
satima, bilo je organizirano razgleda-
vanje Muzeja geografije i kolekcije
karata u knjiznici Ca' Borin. Nakon
toga slijedio je obilazak starog dijela
Padove pod vodstvom Silvije E. Piovan
koja je pritom objasnjavala pojedine
faze razvoja grada od prapovijesti do
danas, koriste¢i pritom kartografske
prikaze pojedinih razmjerno novijih
povijesnih etapa integrirane u brosu-
ru za lakse praenje programa. Drugi
dan kolokvija sadrZavao je predavanja
izlagaca, njih ukupno osam, podije-
ljena na dvije sesije od po Cetiri izla-
ganja. Svako izlaganje trajalo je
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sessions of four presentations each.
Each presentation lasted thirty
minutes, after which discussions of
fifteen minutes were initiated.

The morning session was moder-
ated by Silvija Piovan, and the
presenters were Tome Mareli¢ (Uni-
versity of Zadar), Maria Petriccione
(University of Padua), Ante Blace
(University of Zadar), and Leonardo
Mora (University of Padua). Tome
Mareli¢ delivered a presentation on
the importance of cartometric ana-
lyses in the study of portolan charts,
which, in synergy with historical
sources, can serve as forensic instru-
ments in investigating the origins of
their spatial data. Maria Petriccione
presented a study in which she at-
tempts to reconstruct the geomor-
phology of the Dolomites in the
Eastern Alps using cartographic
sources, an area that was significantly
altered during World War I due to
mining and tunnel drilling for milit-
ary purposes. Ante Blace demon-
strated, using the case of the Modrava
region on the shores of Lake Vrana,

how historical cartographic sources,
primarily the cadastral maps, can be
used to gather detailed insights into
changes in land use throughout his-
tory. The last lecture in the session
was given by Leonardo Mora, who
demonstrated his multi-criteria GIS
model, which he uses to identify po-
tential locations of unexploded
devices in northern Italy, remnants
from World War L.

In the afternoon session, moder-
ated by Ante Blace, presentations
were given by Julijan Sutlovi¢ (Uni-
versity of Zadar), Chiara Lo Destro
(University of Trento), Ludovico
Maurina (University of Padua), and
Silvia Elena Piovan (University of
Padua). Julijan Sutlovi¢ presented how
numerous layers of qualitative and
quantitative information incorpor-
ated into old nautical charts, particu-
larly those from the early modern
period, utilised their communicative
potential with the users of these maps,
not necessarily with navigators.
Chiara Lo Destro provided an over-
view of the activities of the Center for

Geo-Cartographic Research and Doc-
umentation in Trento (Centro Geo-
Cartografico di Studio e Docu-
mentazione; GeCo), such as the
digitization and cataloguing of his-
torical cartographic sources in a GIS
environment, the analysis of changes
in toponymy over time with a special
focus on old military maps, and the
technical difficulties encountered
when attempting to automate these
processes. Ludovico Maurina presented
his research on the historical develop-
ment (construction, maintenance, and
abandonment) of water mills in the area
of the Miljasi¢ stream (near Nin), utiliz-
ing numerous cartographic sources
ranging from Venetian cadastral plans
to more recent topographic maps. Silvia
E. Piovan, by analysing cartographic
sources and aerial images in GIS,
presented a scenario of inducing engin-
eer-controlled floods in the Veneto re-
gion that the Italian army planned to
implement during World War IL.
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trideset minuta, nakon ¢ega su bile
pokrenute rasprave od po petnaest
minuta.

Jutarnjom sesijom moderirala je
Silvija Piovan, a izlagaci su bili Tome
Mareli¢ (Sveudiliste u Zadru), Maria
Petriccione (Sveudiliste u Padovi), An-
te Blaée (Sveuliliste u Zadru) i Le-
onardo Mora (Sveudiliste u Padovi).
Tome Mareli¢ odrzao je izlaganje o
vaznosti kartometrijskih analiza pri
proucavanju portulanskih karata, koji
usinergiji s povijesnim izvorima mogu
posluZiti kao forenzi¢ki instrumenti u
istrazivanju porijekla njithovih pros-
tornih podataka. Maria Petriccione
prikazala je studiju u kojoj pomocu
kartografskih izvora pokuSava re-
konstruirati geomorfologiju Dolomita
u isto¢nim Alpama, prostora koji je ti-
jekom Prvog svjetskog rata znatno iz-
mijenjen zbog miniranja i buSenja
tunela u vojne svrhe. Ante Blaée je, na
primjeru slu¢aja podru¢ja Modrave
na obali Vranskog jezera, demonstri-
rao kako se povijesna kartografska
grada, prije svega ona katastarska,

moze koristiti za prikupljanje detalj-
nih spoznaja o promjenama u kori-
Stenju prostora kroz povijest. Zadnje
predavanje u sesiji odrzao je Leonardo
Mora, koji je demonstrirao svoj vise-
kriterijski GIS model pomocu kojeg
nastoji odrediti potencijalne lokacije
neeksplodiranih naprava na podrudju
sjeverne Italije, zaostalih nakon Prvog
svjetskog rata.

U popodnevnoj sesiji, kojom je
moderirao Ante Blace, izlagali su Juli-
jan Sutlovi¢ (SveudiliSte u Zadru),
Chiara Lo Destro (Sveudiliste u Tri-
dentu), Ludovico Maurina (Sveudili-
$te u Padovi) i Silvia Elena Piovan
(Sveudiliste u Padovi). Julijan Sutlovié
prikazao je kako su mnogobrojni slo-
jevi kvalitativnih i kvantitativnih in-
formacija inkorporiranih u stare
pomorske karte, poglavito one rano-
novovjekovne, ostvarivali svoj komu-
nikacijski potencijal s korisnicima tih
karata, ne nuzno i pomorcima. Chiara
Lo Destro dala je pregled aktivnosti
Centra za geo-kartografska istraZiva-
nja i dokumentiranje u Tridentu

(Centro Geo-Cartografico di Studio e
Documentazione; GeCo) poput digi-
talizacije i katalogiziranja povijesnih
kartografskih izvora u GIS okruZenju,
analize promjena u toponimiji na nji-
ma kroz povijest s posebnim fokusom
na stare vojne karte i tehnickim pote-
Sko¢ama s kojima se susrecu prilikom
pokusaja automatizacije tih postupa-
ka. Ludovico Maurina prikazao je
svoje istrazivanje o povijesnom ra-
zvoju (gradnji, odrZavanju i zapusta-
nju) vodenih mlinova na podrudju
Miljasi¢ jaruge (u blizini Nina), koris-
teéi pritom mnogobrojne kartograf-
ske izvore u rasponu od mletackih
katastarskih planova do novijih topo-
grafskih karata. Silvia E. Piovan je,
analizirajuéi kartografske izvore i
zralne snimke u GIS-u, prikazala sce-
narij izazivanja inZenjerski kontroli-
ranih poplava u regiji Veneto koji je
planirala provesti u djelo talijanska
vojska u Drugom svjetskom ratu.
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