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ABSTRACT

The earliest record of the Slender-billed Curlew in Bulgaria dates 
back to 1682-1683. In the past, the species was observed during seasonal 
migrations, in summer, and in winter. In the 20th century, all observa-
tions were from four locations along the southern Bulgarian Black Sea 
coast. The National Museum of Natural History in Sofia holds six stuffed 
dry-mounted preparations of specimens of adult birds: four from Bul-
garia and two from European Turkey. Five of them were collected in the 
last decades of the 19th century, and one in the second decade of the 
20th century.

The Slender-billed Curlew in the world

The Slender-billed Curlew Numenius tenuirostris is a species of very large non-
breeding range. It has most recently been assessed for The IUCN Red List of 
Threatened Species in 2018. The species is listed as Critically Endangered under 
criteria C2a(i,ii);D (BirdLife International 2018). Until the last decade of the 
20th century, information and forecasts about the survival of the species were 
extremely contradictory. For example, Nankinov (1998) expressed an optimis-
tic forecast for the reliable stabilization of the species’ population on a global 
scale. However, there are no known reliable sightings of the species after 2001 
(del Hoyo 2020). Nevertheless, it was declared globally extinct in November 2024 
(Buchanan et al. 2024). For decades, the slender-billed curlew was considered the 
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most endangered and least known bird species in the Western Palearctic (Iankov 
2002, Kirwan et al. 2015). 

Given the species‘ conservation status, specimens held in museum collections 
around the world have gained great interest. Detailed information has already 
been published on some of them (Mlíkovský 2004). The present short note has 
the same aim.

The Slender-billed Curlew in Bulgaria

The earliest observation of the species in Bulgaria dates back to 1682 — 1683. 
It is supposed to have nested by the lakes of Dobrudzha (at present in Rumania 
and Bulgaria) and of Greece (Nankinov 1991). In the 20th century, the species 
was observed in Bulgaria only in four sites – Pomoriysko Lake, Mandra-Poda 
Lake Complex, Atanasovsko Lake and Chengene Skele Bay. The four localities 
are situated along the southern Bulgarian Black Sea coast in the Burgas wetlands 
(Nankinov & Mintchev 1996, Kostadinova & Gramatikov 2007). In the coun-
try, the Slender-billed Curlew was a migratory, wintering, and summering bird. 
Its seasonal migrations occurred in March — May and August — October. After 
Nankinov et al. (2007) in the past, the species was considerably frequent and 
abundant. Small flocks have been seen in Dobrudzha (Shabla Lake and Duranku-
lak Lake) and East Bulgaria during the migration and in summer (Iankov 2009). 
Some records are known along the valleys of the rivers Maritsa and Iskar, in 
flocks of several dozens. There are many observations in the vicinity of Sofia. Un-
til the 1990s the species had been recorded along the Black Sea coast. It migrated 
in separate flocks, singly or in flocks together with the Eurasian Curlew Numen-
ius arquata and Eurasian Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus.

The Slender-billed Curlew in the National Museum of Natural History in Sofia 

The ornithological collection in the Vertebrate Animals Department of the 
National Museum of Natural History in Sofia (NMNHS) houses the stuffed dry-
mounted preparations of six specimens of Slender-billed Curlew (Boev 2003). All 
of them are of historical value. Most of the birds were collected in the last decade 
of the 19th century. Only one was obtained in the 20th century (in 1914). They 
originate from the modern territory of Bulgaria and Turkey (European part). Two 
of the preparations were prepared by the team of the French diplomat, ornitholo-
gist, and naturalist Count Amedée Alléon (1838-1904), subsequently purchased 
by the Bulgarian Tsar Ferdinand I (Boev 2024). The remaining four specimens 
were shot in Bulgaria. Three of them originate from the vicinity of the city of So-
fia. Below are given the full data from the labels of these specimens:

I. Specimens from Bulgaria:
1.	 NMNHS 406 ♀ ad, 31 March 1914, Sofia City;
2.	 NMNHS 407 ♂ ad., 24 March 1899, Mramor village [11 km N of Sofia City];
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3.	 NMNHS 2772 ♂ ad., 28 March 1890, Kumanitsa village [present Kubratovo 
village; 9 km N of Sofia City];

4.	 NMNHS 2774 ♂ ad., received on 26 March 1899 from an unknown locality in 
Bulgaria. 
II. Specimens from European Turkey:

5.	 NMNHS 408 ♀ ad., December 1892, Constantinople [present Istanbul] (Tur-
key), coll. A. Alléon;

6.	 NMNHS 2773 ♀ ad., 11 September 1895, Makrikoy village (10 km WSW of C 
Istanbul, Turkey), coll. A. Alléon (Fig. 1)

As can be seen, all of these specimens were taken during the non-breeding 
season: four of them were shot in the last ten days of March, one was taken dur-
ing the autumn migration, and the other in the winter (December).

The Slender-billed Curlew is the second (after the Carolina Parakeet Conuropsis 
carolinensis) globally extinct species represented in the ornithological collection of 
the National Museum of Natural History at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 
in Sofia. 

Figure 1. An adult female specimen of the Slender-billed Curlew Numenius tenuirostris. 
Collection of the NMNHS, No 2773. Photo: Georgi Tsonev.
Slika 1. Primjerak odrasle ženke tankokljunog pozviždača Numenius tenuirostris. Zbirka 
NMNHS, br. 2773. Fotografija: Georgi Tsonev.
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SAŽETAK

Najraniji zapis o tankokljunom pozviždaču Numenius tenuirostris u Bugarskoj datira iz 
1682.— 1683. U prošlosti je bio prisutan tijekom selidbe, ljeti i zimi. U 20. stoljeću sva su 
promatranja bila s četiri lokacije duž južne bugarske crnomorske obale. Nacionalni priro-
doslovni muzej u Sofiji čuva ukupno šest suho montiranih preparata primjeraka odraslih 
ptica: četiri iz Bugarske i dva iz europskog dijela Turske. Pet ih je prikupljeno u posljed-
njim desetljećima 19. stoljeća, a jedan u drugom desetljeću 20. stoljeća.


