
It was logical in 2025 to begin Forestry Journal issue 
1–2/2025 with an editorial and cover on the 260th anniver-
sary of Croatian forestry and a reminder of 23 February 
1765, the birthday of Croatian forestry. However, we did 
not expect that the commemoration of such a significant 
anniversary would turn out to be rather modest through-
out the year, especially compared to the celebration of 
250 years of Croatian forestry, when the year 2015 was 
filled with numerous major and minor ceremonial and 
work activities. Unfortunately, several events in which 
individuals from the forestry sector violated the law, or 
in which forestry was used as a battleground for political 
disputes, did not provide a good foundation for devoting 
greater recognition to the previous generations of forest-
ers who shaped our distinguished past.
The editorial of Forestry Journal issue 3–4/2025 was 
dedicated to the shocking amendment to the Regula-
tion on determining compensation for forests and forest 
land issued by the competent ministry. It reduced the 
compensation by 99% in cases of donating property to 
local and regional self-government units and to state 
administration bodies for the purpose of exclusion from 
the forest management area of the Republic of Croatia. 
The entire compensation—consisting of the parts for 
the forest (timber stock), forest land, and the reduction 
of forest ecosystem services—was reduced to only 1% 
of the total amount. Once again, it became evident that 
each amendment to the legal and subordinate acts in the 
forestry sector further devalues forests and forestry.
With a reminder that over the past 15 years the editorial 
had addressed the same topic—the (in)efficient use of 
state resources—no fewer than 16 times, we revisited this 
topic in the editorial of Forestry Journal issue 5–6/2025. 
This was prompted by the media coverage about Croatia 
exporting more timber than furniture. Unfortunately, so 
many reflections on this topic prove only that there has 
been no improvement.
Even people outside the profession most likely know 

that forest offices are the basic organizational units of 
forestry. However, negative past experiences, in which 
reorganizations and the abolition of forest offices were 
approached too lightly, led us to address this topic in 
Forestry Journal issue 7–8/2025.
The editorial of Forestry Journal issue 9–10/2025 accen-
tuated that there can be no progress in forestry without 
science and without culture—an idea expressed by acad-
emician Dušan Klepac in his Ten Sentences on Forests 
written in 2004. The point of the editorial was to high-
light the reduction in investment in forestry science. The 
lack of such investment will negatively affect the state of 
forests and forestry in Croatia.
A profession with such a long tradition and with numer-
ous institutions fulfilling their roles—from educating 
professionals, scientific research, operational forestry 
to professional associations—takes pride in many anni-
versaries. It is therefore worth recalling those we 
commemorated in 2025: 165 years since the founding of 
the Royal Agriculture and Forestry College in Križevci, 
130 years since the founding of the Institute for Adri-
atic Crops and Karst Reclamation in Split, 80 years since 
the founding of the Croatian Forest Research Institute 
in Jastrebarsko, 65 years of the independent Faculty of 
Forestry, 35 years of Croatian Forests Ltd., and 30 years 
since the founding of the Academy of Forestry Sciences.
In 2026 we can announce the following anniversaries: 
180 years since the founding of the Croatian Forestry 
Society, the third oldest forestry society in Europe, and 
150 years of uninterrupted publication of its scientific, 
professional, and guild journal—Forestry Journal. It 
should also be noted that the upcoming year will mark 
20 years of the Croatian Chamber of Forestry and Wood 
Technology Engineers.

We wish all members of the Croatian Forestry Society 
and all readers of our journal a Merry Christmas and a 
successful New Year 2026.
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