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Utiecaj promjene geografskoga polozaja na recentni
turisticki razvoj poluotoka Peljesca i obalnoga prostora

vz zaljev Klek-Neum

The impact of geographical position on the recent tourism
development of Peljesac Peninsula and the coastal area

Cili je
prometnogeografskoga 1 politicCkogeografskoga  polozaja

istrazivanja  utvrditi  utjecaj  promjene
poluotoka Peljesca i obalnoga prostora uz zaljev Klek-Neum
na tamosnji turisticki razvoj nakon triju vaznih nedavnih
dogadaja: a) pustanja u promet magistralne ceste (M 17.3)
Stolac — Neum (30. 6. 2022.), b) pustanja u promet Peljeskog
mosta (26. 7. 2022.) te c) ulaska Hrvatske u Sengenski prostor
(1.1.2023.). Prostor istrazivanja definiran je granicama opéina:
Janjina, Orebi¢, Slivno, Ston i Trpanj u Hrvatskoj te Neum u
Bosni i Hercegovini (BiH). Metodoloski istraZivanje po¢iva na
kombinaciji analize sluzbene prometne i turisticke statistike
nakon navedenih dogadaja te interpretacije dubinskih intervjua
s predstavnicima svih Sest opéinskih turistickih zajednica
u prostoru istrazivanja. Moze se zakljuciti da je promjena
geografskoga polozaja pozitivnije utjecala na razvoj turizma
na Peljescu nego sto se negativno odrazila na razvoj turizma u
obalnom prostoru uz zaljev Klek-Neum.

Kljuéne rijeci: prometnogeografski polozaj, politickoge-
ografski polozaj, razvoj turizma, Neum, Peljeski most,
Peljesac

along Klek-Neum Bay

The aim of this research is to determine the impact
of changes in the transport-geographical and political-
geographical position of Peljesac Peninsula and the coastal area
along Klek-Neum Bay on local tourism development following
three significant recent events: a) the opening of the main road
(M 17.3) Stolac-Neum (June 30, 2022); b) the opening of the
Peljesac Bridge (July 26, 2022); and ¢) Croatia’s entry into the
Schengen Area (January 1, 2023). The study area is defined
by the boundaries of the municipalities of Janjina, Orebi,
Slivno, Ston, and Trpanj in Croatia, and Neum in Bosnia and
Herzegovina (BiH). Methodologically, the research is based
on a combination of analysis of official transport and tourism
statistics following the three aforementioned events, and the
interpretation of in-depth interviews with representatives of all
six municipal tourism boards within the study area. It can be
concluded that the change in geographical position has had a
more positive impact on tourism development on Peljesac than
a negative effect on the tourism development of the coastal area

along Klek-Neum Bay.

Key words: transport-geographical position, political-ge-
ographical position, tourism development, Neum, Peljesac

Bridge, Peljesac
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Uvod

Geografski polozaj, osobito prometnogeo-
grafski i politi¢kogeografski polozaj, imaju vaz-
nu ulogu u razvoju svake turisticke destinacije.
Njihove promjene mogu imati dalekosezne po-
sljedice na gospodarske aktivnosti (Ni, 2023),
ponajprije na turizam (Shoufeng i Wenjiang,
2023), pri éemu prometna infrastruktura ima
klju¢nu ulogu u omogucavanju bolje povezanosti
i dostupnosti turistickih destinacija (Wendt i dr.,
2021; Kostaschuk, 2022). Prometna dostupnost
najpopularnijih turisti¢kih sadrzaja ovisi o stup-
nju razvijenosti prometnoga sustava, to utjece na
cijenu turistickoga proizvoda, njegovu kvalitetu
i kona¢ne dojmove turista prilikom posjeta tu-
ristickim destinacijama (Kostaschuk, 2022). Ta-
koder, jacanje prekograni¢nih i meduregionalnih
prometnih veza moze potaknuti odrZivi razvoj
turizma (Cavallaro i Dianin, 2020). Dok Wen-
dt i dr. (2021) analiziraju strukturnu povezanost
prometnih tokova i turistickoga prometa, Dinu
(2018) naglasava vaznost prometne infrastruktu-
re za pristupacnost destinacijama, a Hall (1999)
istrazuje konceptualne aspekte povezanosti tu-
rizma i prometa, isti¢uci da koristenje prijevoza
u destinacijama utje¢e na cjelokupno turisticko
iskustvo. Isti autor navodi da prometno iskustvo
moze u potpunosti postati turisti¢ko, kao u slu-
¢aju venecijanskih gondola. Nadalje, istrazivanja
u zemljama Europske unije (EU) pokazala su da
postoji snazna korelacija izmedu duljine cestovne
mreze i broja stranih turisti¢kih dolazaka (Ro-

kicki, 2014).

Poluotok Peljesac i obalni prostor uz zaljev
Klek-Neum specifina su podrudja u kontek-
stu prometnogeografskih i politickogeografskih
obiljeZja. Smjestena na strateski vaznom geo-
politickom i prometnom kontaktu izmedu Hr-
vatske i BiH, ta su podrugja bila pod utjecajem
teritorijalnoga diskontinuiteta Hrvatske, $to se
odrzavalo na svakodnevni Zivot stanovnistva, ali
i na regionalni razvoj. Naime, upravo na podruc-
ju Neuma, tzv. Neumskim koridorom, BiH izlazi
na Jadransko more u duzini od oko 24 kilometra
(Dreskovi¢ i Miri¢, 2017) pa je krajnji jug Hrvat-
ske (Dubrovacka regija) u prometnom smislu, od
osamostaljivanja Hrvatske i BiH nakon raspada
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Infroduction

Geographical position, particularly transport-ge-
ographical and political-geographical position, play
an important role in the development of any tourism
destination. Changes in regard to the aforementioned
can have far-reaching consequences on economic ac-
tivities (Ni, 2023), primarily on tourism (Shoufeng
and Wenjiang, 2023), with transport infrastructure
playing a key role in enabling better connectivity
and accessibility of tourist destinations (Wendt et
al., 2021; Kostaschuk, 2022). Transport accessibility
of the most popular tourist attractions depends on
the level of development of the transport system,
which in turn affects the price of the tourism supply,
its quality, and tourists’ overall impressions when vis-
iting destinations (Kostaschuk, 2022). Additionally,
strengthening cross-border and interregional trans-
port connections can stimulate the sustainable de-
velopment of tourism (Cavallaro and Dianin, 2020).
While Wendt et al. (2021) analysed the structural
connection between traffic flows and tourist mobility,
Dinu (2018) emphasized the importance of transport
infrastructure for destination accessibility, and Hall
(1999) explored conceptual aspects of the transport—
tourism relationship, stressing how transportation
use within destinations influences the overall tourist
experience. The same author notes that the transport
experience itself can become a tourism experience—
as is the case with Venetian gondolas. Furthermore,
research conducted in European Union countries has
shown a strong correlation between the length of the
road network and the number of foreign tourist ar-

rivals (Rokicki, 2014).

Peljesac Peninsula and the coastal area along Kl-
ek-Neum Bay are specific regions in the context of
transport-geographical and political-geographical
characteristics. Situated at a strategically important
geopolitical and transport contact point between
Croatia and BiH, these areas were influenced by the
territorial discontinuity of Croatia, which affected
the daily lives of the population as well as regional
development. Specifically, in the area of Neum—
via the so-called Neum Corridor—BiH gains ac-
cess to the Adriatic Sea over a stretch of about 24
kilometres (Dreskovi¢ and Miri¢, 2017). As a result,
the southernmost part of Croatia (the Dubrovnik
region) functioned as a transport exclave from the



socijalisticke Jugoslavije (1992.) do prije nekoli-
ko godina, bio prometna eksklava, i to ne samo
Hrvatske, nego i EU nakon hrvatskoga ulaska u
njezino punopravno ¢lanstvo 1. srpnja 2013. go-
dine. Nuznost prelaska dviju drzavnih granica pri
kopnenom povezivanju Dubrovacko-neretvanske
Zupanije s ostalim dijelovima zemlje znacajno je
usporavala promet, osobito ljeti u vrijeme turisti¢-
ke sezone. Obaveza no$enja i pokazivanja putnih
isprava te ulazak na teritorij BiH bili su neizbjez-
ni, §to je ¢inilo dodatno opterecenje za turiste, ali
i lokalno stanovnistvo.

Unato¢ prometnoj izoliranosti i marginali-
ziranosti (Siljeg i dr.,, 2016) uzrokovanoj, medu
ostalim, i spomenutim teritorijalnim diskonti-
nuitetom, poluotok Peljesac od 1960-ih godina
doZivljava snazan turisti¢ki razvoj, koji je postao
temelj lokalnoga gospodarstva. Intenzivniji tu-
risticki razvoj zabiljeZen je u sjeverozapadnom
dijelu Peljesca, osobito oko Orebica, vodece tu-
risticke destinacije na poluotoku, dok je na ju-
goistoku turisti¢ki razvoj bio slabiji (Glamuzi-
na, 2009; Curi¢ i dr., 2012; Sulc i Opaci¢, 2015;
Opaci¢idr., 2022), iz Cega proizlazi da je turizam
nejednako utjecao na regionalni razvoj Peljesca
(Glamuzina, 2009). Intenzivan razvoj turizma u
Neumu zapodinje otvaranjem ,Jadranske magi-
strale” 1965. te izgradnjom smjestajnih kapaci-
teta, radni¢kih odmaralista i vikendica za osob-
nu upotrebu i najam u drugoj polovici 1970-ih
(Rogi¢, 2006; Cavar i Glamuzina, 2021; Banda i
Opaci¢, 2023).

Granica u Neumu velikim je dijelom utjeca-
la na cestovnu prometnu izoliranost Dubrovni-
ka i Dubrovacke regije zbog Cega se jace razvijao
zracni i pomorski promet (Magas, 2014). Unato¢
postojanju izravne cestovne veze preko Stonske
prevlake s Dubrovnikom, regionalnim i Zupa-
nijskim srediStem, prometna izoliranost Peljesca
predstavljala je prepreku njegovu gospodarskom
razvoju jer je s ostatkom Hrvatske izravno, bez
obveznoga prelaska drzavne granice, bio povezan
jedino trajektnom linijom Plo¢e — Trpanj. Zbog
navedenih ogranicenja trazena su dugoroc¢na rje-
$enja za poboljSanje prometne povezanosti, §to je
konacno rezultiralo izgradnjom 2404 m dugac-
kog Peljeskog mosta (drugi najduzi most u Hr-

time of Croatia’s and BiH’s independence following
the breakup of socialist Yugoslavia (1992) until a few
years ago—not only of Croatia but also of the Euro-
pean Union after Croatia’s accession on July 1,2013.
The necessity of crossing two international borders
when traveling by land between the Dubrovnik-Ner-
etva County and the rest of the country significantly
slowed down traffic, especially during the summer
tourist season. The requirement to carry and present
travel documents, along with entry into the territory
of BiH, was unavoidable, posing an additional bur-
den for both tourists and local residents.

Despite transport isolation and marginalization
(Siljeg et al., 2016) caused, among other things, by the
aforementioned territorial discontinuity, Peljesac Pen-
insula has experienced strong tourism development
since the 1960s, which has become the foundation of
the local economy. More intensive tourism develop-
ment was recorded in the northwestern part of Pel-
jesac, especially around Orebid, the leading tourist des-
tination on the peninsula, while the southeastern part
saw weaker development (Glamuzina, 2009; Curi¢ et
al., 2012; Sulc and Opaci¢, 2015; Opacic et al., 2022),
indicating that tourism has had an uneven impact on
the regional development of Peljesac (Glamuzina,
2009). Intensive tourism development in Neum began
with the opening of the Adriatic Highway (Jadranska
magistrala) in 1965, followed by the construction of
accommodation facilities, workers’ resorts, and private
vacation homes for personal use or rental during the
second half of the 1970s (Rogi¢, 2006; Cavar and GI-
amuzina, 2021; Banda and Opaci¢, 2023).

The border at Neum significantly contributed
to the road transport isolation of Dubrovnik and
the Dubrovnik region, which led to the greater de-
velopment of air and maritime transport (IMagas,
2014). Despite the existence of a direct road con-
nection across the Ston Isthmus with Dubrovnik,
the regional and county centre, the traffic isolation
of Peljesac represented an obstacle to its economic
development, because it was directly connected to
the rest of Croatia, without the mandatory cross-
ing of the state border, only by the Plo¢e—Irpanj
ferry line. Due to these limitations, long-term
solutions for improved transport connectivity
were sought, ultimately resulting in the construc-
tion of the 2,404-meter-long Peljesac Bridge (the
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vatskoj) i njegovim otvaranjem 26. srpnja 2022.
Pustanjem u promet Peljeskog mosta, zajedno s
brzim pristupnim cestama s obje strane, omogu-
¢eno je neometano kopneno povezivanje Dubro-
vacke regije s ostatkom zemlje, eliminirajuéi po-
trebu za prelaskom granice u Neumu. Istodobno,
pustanjem u promet magistralne ceste (IM 17.3)
Stolac — Neum (30. lipnja 2022.) omogucéena je
bolja prometna povezanost obalnoga podrudja
BiH s unutradnjoséu zemlje.

Dok je u BiH prometna infrastruktura identi-
ficirana kao klju¢an potencijal, odnosno prepreka
za uspjesniji razvoj turizma, u Hrvatskoj postoje
primjeri kako prometna povezanost ve¢ igra bitnu
ulogu u turistickom razvoju. Hrvatska prometna
mreZa, ponajprije cestovni, pomorski i zraéni pro-
met, kljuéni su faktori u oblikovanju turistickih
tokova i ekonomske odrzivosti destinacija. Ce-
stovni promet ¢ini okosnicu hrvatske turisticke
infrastrukture jer vise od 70 % stranih turista do-
lazi cestovnim putem (Juréevié i dr., 2006), dok
sezonske varijacije takoder utje¢u na potraznju za
cestovnim prijevozom (Kos i dr., 2020). Pomorski
promet od strateske je vaznosti za povezivanje ko-
pnenoga dijela Hrvatske s brojnim otocima, ¢ime
omogucuje razvoj domacega i medunarodnoga
turizma (Cottam i dr., 2007). Linijski putnicki
pomorski promet kljucan je za obalne ekonomije
i turisticke tokove, ali postoji potreba za moder-
nizacijom radi poboljsanja kvalitete i ucestalosti
usluga (Naletina i dr., 2018). Razvoj brodskih i
trajektnih linija duz jadranske obale od presudne
je vaznosti za poboljsanje dostupnosti turisti¢kih
destinacija (Opaci¢ 2002; Juréevi¢ i dr., 2006).
Zra¢ni promet snazno utjeCe na turizam u pri-
obalnom dijelu Hrvatske, pri ¢emu niskotarifni
avioprijevoznici igraju klju¢nu ulogu u povecanju
broja dolazaka turista. Izravna povezanost izme-
du broja zra¢nih putnika i turistickih dolazaka
dodatno potvrduje vaznost zraéne povezanosti za
turisti¢ku regiju (Gagparovi¢, 2011).

Dodatni iskorak u jacanju turisti¢kih kretanja
prema Peljescu napravljen je ulaskom Hrvatske u
Sengenski prostor (1. sije¢nja 2023.), ¢ime su uki-
nute grani¢ne kontrole izmedu Hrvatske i ostalih
drzava ¢lanica Schengena, ali je istovremeno uve-
den Sengenski rezim grani¢nih kontrola na gra-
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second longest bridge in Croatia) which opened
on July 26, 2022. The opening of Peljesac Bridge,
along with high-speed access roads on both sides,
enabled uninterrupted land connection between
the Dubrovnik region and the rest of the country,
eliminating the need to cross the border at Neum.
Simultaneously, the opening of the main road (M
17.3) Stolac—Neum on June 30, 2022, improved the
transport connectivity of Bil’s coastal area with
the country’s interior.

While in BiH, transport infrastructure is iden-
tified as both a key potential and a barrier to more
successful tourism development, Croatia provides
examples of how transport connectivity already
plays a significant role in tourism growth. Croa-
tia’s transport network—primarily road, maritime,
and air transport—is a key factor in shaping tourist
flows and ensuring the economic sustainability of
destinations. Road transport forms the backbone
of Croatia’s tourism infrastructure, as more than
70% of foreign tourists arrive by road (Jurcevi¢ et
al., 2006), while seasonal variations also influence
demand for road transport (Kos et al., 2020). Mar-
itime transport is strategically important for con-
necting mainland Croatia with its many islands,
thereby enabling both domestic and international
tourism development (Cottam et al., 2007). Sched-
uled passenger maritime transport is crucial for
coastal economies and tourist flows, though there
is a need for modernization to improve the quality
and frequency of services (Naletina et al., 2018).The
development of ferry and boat lines along the Adri-
atic coast is of vital importance for improving the
accessibility of tourism destinations (Opaci¢, 2002;
Jurcevi¢ et al., 2006). Air transport has a strong in-
fluence on tourism in Croatia’s coastal areas, with
low-cost carriers playing a key role in increasing
tourist arrivals. The direct correlation between the
number of air passengers and tourist arrivals further
confirms the importance of air connectivity for the
tourism region (Gagparovi¢, 2011).

An additional step forward in strengthening
tourist flows toward Peljesac was made with Cro-
atia’s entry into the Schengen Area (January 1,
2023). This resulted in the abolition of border con-
trols between Croatia and other Schengen member
states, while simultaneously introducing the Schen-



ni¢nim prijelazima izmedu Hrvatske i BiH kod
Neuma.

Iako politickogeografski ¢imbenici mogu ne-
gativno utjecati na turizam, oni takoder mogu
stvoriti prilike za pograni¢ne regije (Sofield,
2006) poput Neuma da iskoriste svoj jedinstveni
geografski polozaj. Iz njegova, za Bil stratesko-
ga politickogeografskog polozaja na Jadranskom
moru, proizlazi i znacajan turisticki potencijal.
Prema broju turista i nocenja, poslije Sarajeva,
Neum je najposjeéenija destinacija u BiH (Klari¢,

2021).
Prema Timothyju i Tosunu (2003), fenomen

granica u turizmu posebno je vazan u podruéjima
s administrativnim i prometnim ogranicenjima,
kao sto je slucaj s Neumom. Osim prometnih
izazova granice takoder imaju ekonomske im-
plikacije. Kupovina je, primjerice, jedna od naj-
popularnijih aktivnosti u pograni¢nim podrudji-
ma i vazan faktor privlacenja turista koji prelaze
granicu (Makkonen, 2022). Ljudi rijetko prela-
ze granicu da bi kupili suvenire — umjesto toga,
najtrazeniji su hrana, odjeca, obuca, sredstava za
Cis¢enje, gorivo itd. (Michalké i Timothy, 2001;
Timothy, 2006). Neum je tako koristio svoj status
pograni¢noga grada kao ekonomski adut, privla-
Cedi turiste (osobito nize kupovne moéi) nizim
cijenama smjestaja, goriva i robe u usporedbi sa
susjednim hrvatskim gradovima (Klari¢, 2021).

Nekoliko studija istrazivalo je odnos izmedu
granica i turizma (Matznetter, 1979; Timothy,
1995; Wachowiak, 2006; Caccomo 2007; Székely,
2014), pri ¢emu su se uglavnom fokusirale na sho-
pping turizam (Timothy i Butler, 1995; Ohsawa,
1999; Banfi i dr., 2005; Domaniewski i Stud-
zinska, 2016; Bar-Kotelis i Wendt, 2018; Makko-
nen, 2022). S druge strane, Wieckowski (2011)
identificira pet tipova prekograni¢nih turistickih
regija, a to su: a) prekogranicna turisticka regi-
ja zasti¢enih podrudja, b) skijaska prekograni¢na
turisticka regija, c) tranzitna prekograni¢na tu-
risticka regija, d) prekograni¢na turisticka regija
pograni¢nih gradova te ¢) multifunkcionalna pre-
kograni¢na turisti¢ka regija.

U kontekstu ovoga istrazivanja ponajprije su
zanimljive tranzitne prekograni¢ne turisticke re-

gen border control regime at border crossings be-
tween Croatia and BiH near Neum.

Although political-geographical factors can
negatively affect tourism, they can also create op-
portunities for border regions (Sofield, 2006), such
as Neum, to capitalize on their unique geograph-
ical position. Significant tourism potential arises
from its politically and strategically important lo-
cation for BiH on the Adriatic Sea. In terms of the
number of tourists and overnight stays, Neum is
the most visited destination in BiH after Sarajevo

(Klari¢, 2021).
According to Timothy and Tosun (2003), the

phenomenon of borders in tourism is particularly
important in areas with administrative and trans-
port limitations, as is the case with Neum. Beyond
transport challenges, borders also carry economic
implications. Shopping, for example, is one of the
most popular activities in border areas and an im-
portant factor in attracting cross-border tourists
(Makkonen, 2022). People rarely cross the border to
buy souvenirs — instead, the most sought-after goods
are food, clothing, footwear, cleaning products, fuel,
etc. (Michalké and Timothy, 2001; Timothy, 2006).
Neum has similarly leveraged its border-town status
as an economic asset, attracting tourists (particularly
those with lower purchasing power) with lower pric-
es for accommodation, fuel, and goods compared to
neighbouring Croatian towns (Klari¢, 2021).

Several studies have examined the relationship
between borders and tourism (IMatznetter, 1979;
Timothy, 1995; Wachowiak, 2006; Caccomo,
2007; Szekeley, 2014), mostly focusing on shop-
ping tourism (Timothy and Butler, 1995; Ohsa-
wa, 1999; Banfi et al., 2005; Domaniewski and
Studziniska, 2016; Bar-Kotelis and Wendt, 2018;
Makkonen, 2022). On the other hand, Wieck-
owski (2011) identified five types of cross-bor-
der tourism regions: a) cross-border tourism
region of protected areas; b) cross-border ski
tourism region; ¢) transit cross-border tourism
region; d) cross-border tourism region of border
towns; and e) multifunctional cross-border tour-

ism region.

In the context of this study, transit cross-border

tourism regions and cross-border tourism regions
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gije i prekograni¢ne turisticke regije pograni¢nih
gradova jer one najbolje odrazavaju dinamiku
turizma u grani¢nim podrudjima te utjecaj pro-
metnogeografskih i politickogeografskih faktora
na turisticki razvoj.

Postojanje tranzitnih prekograni¢nih turistickih
regija temelji se na stalnom protoku ljudi koji tre-
baju razli¢ite proizvode i usluge (npr. hoteli, resto-
rani, mjenjalnice, benzinske postaje i rekreacijske
zone). U Sengenskom prostoru njihova je uloga
manje znacajna, ali razlike u cijenama i dobra po-
vezanost s najblizim gradom mogu pomo¢i tim re-
gijama da opstanu (Cieszyn na poljsko-ceskoj gra-
nici, Zgorzelec-Gorlitz ili Stubice-Frankfurt na
Odri na poljsko-njemackoj granici te Chyzne-Tr-
stena na poljsko-slovackoj granici) (Wieckowski,
2011). U kontekstu ove definicije Neum je dugo
vremena sluzio kao klasican primjer tranzitne pre-
kograni¢ne turisticke regije, posebno zbog svoje
uloge u povezivanju Dubrovacke regije s ostatkom
Hrvatske. Osim tranzitne funkcije, neki elementi
turistickoga razvoja u Neumu takoder pokazuju
karakteristike prekograni¢nih turistickih regija po-
grani¢nih gradova. Za razliku od klasi¢nih primje-
ra pograni¢nih gradova poput Swinoujscie-Ahl-
becka na poljsko-njemackoj granici, Neum se u
turistickom razvoju ne oslanja primarno na dnevne
prekograni¢ne interakcije, ve¢ na svoj jedinstveni
turistiCkogeografski polozaj jedine obalne turistic-
ke destinacije unutar turistickoga trzista Bil.

Osim fizi¢ke prometne integracije, koju omo-
gucuju infrastrukturni projekti poput Peljeskog
mosta, Hrvatska prolazi i kroz proces politicke i
administrativne integracije u europski turisticki
prostor kroz ¢lanstvo u Sengenskom prostoru. Uz
to §to poboljsava konkurentnost europskoga tu-
rizma ulazak u Sengenski prostor pojednostavljuje
putne formalnosti, privlaceéi i veéi broj neeurop-
skih turista (Chindris-Vasioiu i Tocan, 2014).
Medutim, ulazak u Sengenski prostor donosi i
odredene izazove, osobito vezane uz nacionalnu
sigurnost i grani¢nu kontrolu. Takoder, turisti iz
emitivnih drzava koje nisu dio Sengenskoga pro-
stora mogu se suociti s dodatnim troskovima ili
procedurama prilikom rjesavanja viznih zahtjeva,
§to se moze negativno odraziti na njihovu turi-
sti¢ku potraznju (Emerson, 2011).
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of border towns are particularly relevant, as they
best reflect the dynamics of tourism in border ar-
eas and the impact of transport-geographical and
political-geographical factors on tourism develop-
ment.

The existence of such regions is based on the
constant flow of people who require various goods
and services (e.g. hotels, restaurants, exchange of-
fices, gas stations, and recreational areas). In the
Schengen Area, their role is less significant, but
differences in prices and good connectivity with
nearby cities can help these regions remain viable
(examples include Cieszyn on the Polish-Czech
border, Zgorzelec—Gorlitz or  Stubice—Frank-
furt (Oder) on the Polish—-German border, and
Chyzne-Trstend on the Polish-Slovak border)
(Wieckowski, 2011). In line with this definition,
Neum has long served as a classic example of a
transit cross-border tourism region, particularly
due to its role in connecting the Dubrovnik re-
gion with the rest of Croatia. Beyond its transit
tunction, some aspects of tourism development in
Neum also exhibit characteristics of cross-border
tourism regions of border towns. Unlike classic ex-
amples of border towns like Swinoujs’cie—Ahlbeck,
Neum’s tourism development does not primarily
rely on daily cross-border interactions, but rather
on its unique tourism-geographical position as the
only coastal tourism destination within BiH’s tour-
ism market.

In addition to physical transport integration
made possible by infrastructure projects such as the
Peljesac Bridge, Croatia is also undergoing political
and administrative integration into the European
tourism space via its membership in the Schen-
gen Area. Besides enhancing the competitiveness
of European tourism, entry into the Schengen
Area simplifies travel formalities, also attracting a
larger number of non-European tourists (Chin-
dris-Vasioiu and Tocan, 2014). However, entry into
the Schengen Area also brings certain challenges,
particularly related to national security and border
control. Additionally, tourists from source countries
that are not part of the Schengen Area may face
additional costs or procedures when applying for
visas, which could negatively affect their travel de-

mand (Emerson, 2011).



Cilj, hipoteza, prostorni okvir i metodologija
istrazivanja

Cilj istrazivanja jest utvrditi utjecaj promjene
prometnogeografskoga i politickogeografskoga
polozaja poluotoka Peljesca i obalnoga prostora
uz zaljev Klek-Neum na tamosnji turisticki razvoj
nakon tri vazna nedavna dogadaja: a) pustanja u
promet magistralne ceste (IM 17.3) Stolac — Neum
(30.lipnja 2022.), b) pustanja u promet Peljeskoga
mosta (26. srpnja 2022.) te ¢) ulaska Hrvatske u
$engenski prostor (1. sije¢nja 2023.). S obzirom na
to da su tri navedena dogadaja nesumnjivo utje-
cala na promjenu geografskoga polozaja prostora
istrazivanja, postavljeni cilj istraZivanja ostvaren je
ispitivanjem polazne hipoteze koja glasi: promje-
na prometnogeografskoga i politickogeografskoga
polozaja odrazila se pozitivno na razvoj turizma
na poluotoku Peljescu, a negativno na razvoj tu-
rizma u obalnom prostoru uz zaljev Klek-Neum.
Promjene u turistickom razvoju u prostoru istra-
Zivanja identificirane su i ocijenjene na lokalnoj
razini, na razini jedinica lokalne samouprave. Pro-
stor istrazivanja Cine poluotok Peljesac i obalni
prostor uz zaljev Klek-Neum. Granice prostora
istrazivanja odredene su granicama tamosnjih je-
dinica lokalne samouprave, i to: peljeskih opéina
Janjina, Orebi¢, Ston i Trpanj, potom opéine Sliv-
no, koja obuhvaca dio obalnoga prostora uz zaljev
Klek-Neum u Hrvatskoj, te opéine Neum, koja
zauzima obalni prostor uz zaljev Klek-Neum u

BiH (sl. 1).

Ovako definiran prostor istrazivanja obuhvaca
povrsinu od 643,5 km? (418,5 km? u Hrvatskoj
i 225,0 km? u BiH) s ukupno 87 naselja (60 u
Hrvatskoj i 27 u BiH), a u njemu je prema po-
dacima posljednjih popisa stanovnistva, u Hrvat-
skoj 2021., a u BiH 2013. godine, ukupno Zivjelo
14.100 stanovnika (9.447 u Hrvatskoj i 4.653 u
BiH) (tab. 1).

Metodoloski pristup primijenjen u ovom
istrazivanju zasniva se na kombinaciji analize
sluzbenih statistickih podataka o broju vozila na
cestama, turistickom prometu i smjestajnim ka-
pacitetima nakon triju vaznih dogadaja koji su
utjecali na razvojne tokove u prostoru istrazivanja
te interpretacije dubinskih intervjua provedenih s

Research objective, hypothesis, spatial
framework, and methodology

'The objective of this research is to determine the
impact of the change in the transport-geographi-
cal and political-geographical position of Peljesac
Peninsula and the coastal area along Klek-Neum
Bay on local tourism development following three
significant recent events: a) the opening of the main
road (M 17.3) Stolac—Neum (June 30,2022); b) the
opening of Peljesac Bridge (July 26, 2022); and ¢)
Croatia’s accession to the Schengen Area (January
1, 2023). Given that these three events have un-
doubtedly influenced the geographical position of
the study area, the research objective was pursued
by examining the initial hypothesis, which states:
“The change in transport-geographical and politi-
cal-geographical position has had a positive impact
on tourism development on Peljesac Peninsula and
a negative impact on tourism development in the
coastal area along Klek-Neum Bay.“ Changes in
tourism development within the research area were
identified and assessed at the local level, specifical-
ly at the level of local government units. The study
area includes Peljesac Peninsula and the coastal
zone along Klek-Neum Bay. The boundaries of the
research area are defined by the borders of the re-
spective local government units: the Peljesac mu-
nicipalities of Janjina, Orebi¢, Ston, and Trpanj; the
municipality of Slivno, which includes part of the
coastal area along Klek-Neum Bay in Croatia; and
the municipality of Neum, which encompasses the

coastal area along Klek-Neum Bay in BiH (Fig. 1).

'The research area as defined covers a total surface
of 643.5 km? (418.5 km? in Croatia and 225.0 km? in
BiH), encompassing a total of 87 settlements (60 in
Croatia and 27 in BiH). According to the most recent
population censuses—conducted in Croatia in 2021
and in BiH in 2013—a total of 14,100 people live in
the area (9,447 in Croatia and 4,653 in BiH) (Tab. 1).

'The methodological approach applied in this re-
search is based on a combination of the analysis of
official statistical data on road traffic volume, tour-
ist arrivals, and accommodation capacities follow-
ing three major events that influenced development
trends in the study area, as well as the interpretation
of in-depth interviews conducted with representa-
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SI. 1. Prostor istrazivanja
Fig.1 Research area

lzvori: DGU (2016); GIS Centar Odsjeka za geografiju, UNSA - PMF (2024)

Sources: SGA, (2016); GIS Center of the Department of Geography, UNSA - Faculty of Science (2024)

predstavnicima svih $est opéinskih turisti¢kih za-
jednica u prostoru ist1rz;1iivztr1jal.1

Kao reprezentativna godina za podatke pro-
metne i turisticke statistike prije spomenutih do-
gadaja uzeta je 2019. godina jer je to bila posljed-
nja godina prije pandemije COVID-a 19, koja je
snazno utjecala na smanjenje prometnih i turisti¢-
kih tokova u Hrvatskoj generalno (Opaci¢ i Ko-
derman, 2024), a i u prostoru istrazivanja. Kao re-
prezentativna godina nakon triju vaznih dogadaja
uzeta je 2023. godina jer je to posljednja godina
za koju su postojali cjeloviti statisticki podatci u
trenutku istraZivanja.

1 Bududi da je u trenutku provodenja istraZivanja trajao natjecaj za izbor
direktora Turisticke zajednice Op¢ine Neum, u intervjuu je sudjelovao
gospodin Davor Kresi¢, potpredsjednik Udruge hotelijera Opéine
Neum, ujedno i direktor marketinga i prodaje hotela Sunce.
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tives of all six municipal tourism boards within the
research areal.

As a reference year for transport and tourism
statistics prior to the aforementioned events, 2019
was selected as it was the last year before the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, which had a significant impact on
reducing transport and tourism flows in Croatia in
general (Opaci¢ and Koderman, 2024) and also in
the research area. The year 2023 was chosen as the
representative year after the three major events, as
it was the most recent year for which complete sta-
tistical data were available at the time of research.

1 Because, at the time the research was conducted, an open call for the
position of Director of the Neum Municipality Tourism Board was
ongoing, the interview was conducted with Mr. Davor Kresi¢, Vice
President of the Association of Hoteliers of the Municipality of Neum
and also the Director of Marketing and Sales at Hotel Sunce.



Tab. 1. Povrsina, broj naselja i broj stanovnika u jedinicama lokalne samouprave prostora istrazivanja
Tab. 1 Area, number of settlements, and population in local government units within the research area

Opéina Povrsina (km?) Broj naselja Broj stanovnika (2021.)

/ Municipality / Area (km?) / Number of settlements / Population (2021)
Janjina 30,1 5 522
Orebi¢ 131,3 14 3.705
Ston 168,7 19 2.491
Trpanj 35,6 4 683
Poluotok Peljesac/
Peljesac Peninsula 3657 #2 7.401
Slivno 52,8 18 2.046
Neum 2250 27 4.653 (2013.)
Opcine uz zaljev
Klek-Neum
/ Municipalities 277,8 45 6.699
around Klek-Neum
Bay
Ukupno/Total 643,5 87 14.100

lzvori: DIS (2021); FZS (2013)
Sources: CBS (2021); FZS (2013)

Dubinsko intervjuiranje predstavnika lokalnih
turistickih zajednica o promjenama u razvoju tu-
rizma na poluotoku Peljescu i obalnom prostora
uz zaljev Klek-Neum nakon pustanja u promet
magistralne ceste (M 17.3) Stolac — Neum, pu-
Stanja u promet Peljeskoga mosta te ulaska Hr-
vatske u Sengenski prostor provedeno je u svib-
nju i lipnju 2023. godine. Intervjui su analizirani
metodom kvalitativne analize sadrzaja u dva ko-
raka. Prvo je napravljeno kodiranje na nacin da
su izvorne izjave sazete kroz kodove. U drugom
koraku na temelju usporedbe kodova i njihovim
grupiranjem u skupine prostornih promjena na-
stalih zbog utjecaja promjene prometnogeograf-
skoga i politickogeografskoga polozaja prostora
istrazivanja na tamos$nji turisticki razvoj nakon
spomenutih nedavnih dogadaja konstruirane su
kategorije. Kategorije su rezultati vie razine ap-
strakcije od kodova, a odgovaraju na postavljeni
cilj istrazivanja (Milas, 2009).

Prilikom interpretacije rezultata i kontekstu-
alizacije zakljucaka istrazivanja treba istaknuti
i neka njegova ogranicenja. Naime, valja voditi
racuna o tome da je od pustanja u promet magi-
stralne ceste (M 17.3) Stolac — Neum, pustanja

In-depth interviews with representatives of local
tourism boards regarding changes in tourism devel-
opment on Peljesac Peninsula and the coastal area
along Klek-Neum Bay—following the opening of
the main road (M 17.3) Stolac—Neum, the opening
of the Peljesac Bridge, and Croatia’s accession to the
Schengen Area—were conducted in May and June
2023. The interviews were analysed using the qual-
itative content analysis method in two steps. First,
coding was carried out in such a way that the original
statements were summarized into codes. In the sec-
ond step, based on the comparison of codes and their
grouping into clusters of spatial changes resulting
from the impact of the changes in the transport-ge-
ographical and political-geographical position of the
research area on local tourism development after
three important recent events, categories were con-
structed. Categories are the results of a higher level
of abstraction than codes, and they correspond to the

defined research objective (Milas, 2009).

When interpreting the results and contextualiz-
ing the conclusions of the research, certain limita-
tions should be noted. It is important to keep in
mind that relatively little time has passed since the

opening of the main road (M 17.3) Stolac—Neum,
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u promet Peljeskoga mosta te ulaska Hrvatske u
$engenski prostor proslo relativno malo vremena,
pa se promjene u razvoju turizma jo$ nisu stigle
odviti u punom potencijalnom opsegu. Interpre-
tacija podataka prometne i turisticke statistike
nakon triju dogadaja odnosi se samo na podat-
ke za 2023. godinu, jedinu godinu za koju su u
trenutku istraZivanja postojali cjeloviti podaci.
Upravo zbog slabije ilustrativnosti promjena u
turistickom razvoju u podacima sluzbene stati-
stike provedeno je dubinsko intervjuiranje pred-
stavnika lokalnih turistickih zajednica da bi se od
mjerodavnih osoba ,iz prve ruke” dobile vazne
spoznaje za formuliranje zakljucaka. Bez obzira
na navedena ogranicenja smatramo da su dobi-
veni nalazi dovoljno relevantni da podupiru izne-
sene zakljucke i doprinose spoznajama o utjecaju
promjene prometnogeografskoga i politickogeo-
grafskoga polozaja poluotoka Peljesca i obalnoga
prostora uz zaljev Klek-Neum na tamosnji turi-
sti¢ki razvoj nakon spomenuta tri vazna dogadaja,
a ujedno da otvaraju potencijalne teme buducih
istraZivanja.

Rezultati

Analiza pokazatelja prometne i turisticke
statistike

U tablici 2 prikazani su podaci o prosje¢nom go-
disnjem dnevnom prometu (PGDP) i prosje¢nom
lietnom dnevnom prometu (PLDP) vozila na broja¢-
kim mjestima u prostoru istrazivanja 2019. i 2023.
godine.

U analizu su uzeta brojacka mjesta na poluoto-
ku Peljescu (Putnikovi¢, Golubinica, Kosarni Do),
potom brojacka mjesta na drzavnoj duzobalnoj ce-

sti (DC 8), popularno zvanoj ,Jadranska magistrala”

(Klek, Neum, Zaton Doli, Doli), brojacko mjesto na
Peljeskom mostu (za 2023. godinu), brojacko mje-
sto Dobrovo na magistralnoj cesti (M 17.3) Stolac
— Neum (za 2023. godinu) kao i broj vozila na trajek-
tnoj liniji Plo¢e — Trpanj. Primjecuje se osjetan pad
intenziteta prometnoga toka 2023. godine u odnosu
na 2019. na brojac¢kim mjestima Klek, Neum i Za-
ton Doli na dijelu Jadranske magistrale koji se na-
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Peljesac Bridge, and Croatia’s entry into the Schen-
gen Area, meaning that changes in tourism devel-
opment have not yet had the opportunity to realize
their full potential. The interpretation of transport
and tourism statistics after these three important
events refers solely to data from 2023, the only
year for which complete data were available at the
time of the research. Precisely because the official
statistics provided limited insight into changes in
tourism development, in-depth interviews were
conducted with local tourism board representatives
to obtain key insights “first-hand” from relevant
stakeholders to support the formulation of conclu-
sions. Despite the aforementioned limitations, we
consider the findings to be sufficiently relevant to
support the conclusions presented and to contrib-
ute to the understanding of the impact of changes
in the transport-geographical and political-geo-
graphical position of Peljesac Peninsula and the
coastal area along Klek-Neum Bay on local tourism
development following the three key events. At the
same time, the study opens up potential topics for
future research.

Results

Analysis of Transport and Tourism  Statistics
Indicators

Table 2 presents data on the Average Annu-
al Daily Traflic (AADT) and the Average Sum-
mer Daily Traffic (ASDT) of vehicles at counting
points within the research area for the years 2019

and 2023.

'The analysis includes traffic counting points on
Peljesac Peninsula (Putnikovi¢, Golubinica, Kogarni
Do), counting points on the state coastal road (DC
8), popularly known as the Adriatic Highway (Klek,
Neum, Zaton Doli, Doli), the counting point on Pel-
jesac Bridge (for the year 2023), the Dobrovo count-
ing point on the main road (M 17.3) Stolac—Neum
(for the year 2023), as well as the number of vehicles
on the Plo¢e—Trpanj ferry line. A noticeable decline
in traffic intensity in 2023 compared to 2019 is ob-
served at the counting points in Klek, Neum, and
Zaton Doli, located on the section of the Adriatic



Tab. 2. Prosjecni godisnjii dnevni promet (PGDP) i prosjecni lietni dnevni promet (PLDP) vozila na brojackim mijestima u prostoru istrazivanja 2019. i

2023. godine
Tab. 2 Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) and Average Summer Daily Traffic (ASDT) at Counting Locations in the Research Area for 2019 and
2023
Brojacko miesto PGDP PGDP Indeks PLDP PLDP Indeks
/ Counting location /AADT | /AADT / Index /ASDT | /ASDT / Index
2019. 2023. | (2023./2019.x100) | 2019. 2023. | (2023./2019.x100)
Klek 5.930 1.462 24,65 11.048 2.341 21,19
Neum 5.686 1.522 26,77 10.093 2.285 22,64
Zaton Doli 5.534 1.440 26,02 10.167 1.923 18,91
Doli 5.976 6.587 110,22 11.284 12.226 108,35
Putnikovi¢ 1.768 2.158 122,06 3.534 4.513 127,70
Golubinica 2.017 2.538 125,83 4.422 5.229 118,25
Kosarni Do 1.106 907 82,01 2.282 1.860 81,51
Ploce-Trpanj
(trajektna linija 418 46 11,00 990 94 9,49
/ferry line)
Peljeski most
/Peljesac Bridge ) 6.667 i 14.339 )
Dobrovo - 1.866 - 3.603 -

Izvori: Hrvatske ceste d.o.0. (2019; 2023); JP Ceste Federacije BiH (2019; 2024)

Sources: Hrvatske ceste d.o.0. (2019; 2023); Public Company Roads of the Federation of BiH (2019; 2024)

kon otvorenja mosta nasao u prometnoj sjeni. Na tim
broja¢kim mjestima PGDP 2023. godine smanjio se
za otprilike tri Cetvrtine u odnosu na 2019. Tek na
brojackom mjestu Doli, koje se nalazi juznije od spoja
novoizgradene ceste koja vodi na Peljeski most i Ja-
dranske magistrale, PGDP i PLDP pokazuju sli¢ne
vrijednosti za 2019. i 2023. godinu (porast od otpri-
like 10 %).

Na Peljeskom mostu 2023. godine zabiljezen je
PGDP od 667 vozila i PLDP od 14.339 vozila, §to
jasno pokazuje da je tranzitni prometni tok prema
Dubrovniku skrenuo s Jadranske magistrale na Pe-
ljeski most, ostavljajuci tako obalni prostor uz zaljev
Klek-Neum u prometnoj sjeni. Smanjenje tranzitno-
ga prometnog toka kroz sam Neum donekle ublazava
prometni tok na novoizgradenoj magistralnoj cesti
(M 17.3) Stolac — Neum (brojacko mjesto Dobrovo),
kojom je Neum izravno povezan s ostatkom BiH, sto
u kontekstu dolaska domacih turista ima veliku vaz-
nost u uvjetima Sengenskoga grani¢nog rezima izme-
du BiH i Hrvatske.

S druge, pak, strane, uocava se porast intenziteta
prometnoga toka na brojackim mjestima Putnikovi¢

Highway that found itself in the shadow of traffic
flows after the bridge was opened. At these counting
points, the AADT in 2023 decreased by approxi-
mately three-quarters compared to 2019. Only at the
Doli counting point—located south of the junction
where the newly constructed road to the Peljesac
Bridge connects to the Adriatic Highway—do the
AADT and ASDT show similar values for 2019 and
2023 (an increase of approximately 10%).

In 2023, the Peljesac Bridge recorded an Aver-
age Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) of 667 vehicles
and an Average Summer Daily Traffic (ASDT) of
14,339 vehicles, clearly indicating that the transit
traffic flow toward Dubrovnik had shifted from the
Adriatic Highway to Peljesac Bridge. As a result,
the coastal area along Klek—Neum Bay was left in
the proverbial shadow of traffic flows. This decline
in transit traffic through Neum is somewhat oft-
set by the newly constructed main road (M 17.3)
Stolac—Neum (counting point: Dobrovo), which
directly connects Neum to the rest of Bill—an im-
portant development for domestic tourist arrivals in
the context of the Schengen border regime between

BiH and Croatia.
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i Golubinica na drzavnoj cesti (DC 414) na Peljescu
izmedu novoizgradene brze ceste prema Peljeskom
mostu i Orebicu. Na oba brojac¢ka mjesta 2023. go-
dine zabiljezen je ve¢i PGDP i PLDP za otprilike
20-25 %, sto govori u prilog tezi da su se izgradnjom
Peljeskoga mosta intenzivirali prometni tokovi, ne
samo radi ja¢anja turizma. Izuzetak je drzavna cesta
(DC 415), koja vodi od glavne peljeske drzavne ceste
(DC 414) prema Trpnju. Na tamosnjem brojackom
mjestu Kosarni Do 2023. godine zabiljeZene su go-
tovo 20 % niZe vrijednosti PGDP-a i PLDP-a u od-
nosu na 2019. Naime, otvaranjem Peljeskoga mosta
drasti¢no se smanjio promet, kao i broj polazaka, na
trajektnoj liniji Plo¢e-Trpanj, koja je prije izgradnje
Peljeskoga mosta bila jedina prometna veza sa sjevera
Hrvatske prema Peljescu bez dvostrukoga prijelaza
drzavne granice s Bil kod Neuma. PGDP i PLDP
na trajektnoj liniji Plo¢e-Trpanj 2023. godine 90 % su
manji u odnosu na 2019. Moze se konstatirati da se
nakon otvaranja Peljeskoga mosta Trpanj, koji je ne-
kada, zbog izravne trajektne linije prema veéem dijelu
hrvatske obale, imao ulogu svojevrsnih ,ulaznih vrata
Peljesca”, nasao u svojevrsnoj prometnoj sjeni, pa je za
pretpostaviti da se mostovno povezivanje Peljesca s
ostatkom Hrvatske nepovoljno odrazilo na turisticka
kretanja kao i na cjelokupni gospodarski razvoj sjeve-
rozapadnoga dijela poluotoka.

Velike razlike izmedu PGDP-a i PLDP-a na svim
brojackim mjestima, pa tako i na Peljeskom mostu i
magistralnoj cesti (M 17.3) Stolac — Neum (Dobro-
v0), upucuju na kljucan utjecaj turizma tokom ljetne
turisticke sezone na intenzitet prometnih tokova u
itavom prostoru istraZivanja.

U razdoblju od 2019. do 2023. godine primjecuje
se blagi pad turistickoga prometa na razini Citavoga
prostora istrazivanja. Evidentirano je 0,95 % manje
turistickih dolazaka i 3,64 % manje turistickih no-
Cenja (tab. 3).

Dvije prostorne cjeline unutar prostora istrazi-
vanja bitno se razlikuju u kretanju pokazatelja turi-
stickoga prometa u analiziranom razdoblju. Dok je
u opéinama na poluotoku Peljescu zabiljezeno pove-
Canje broja turistickih dolazaka od 13,45 % i broja
turistickih nocenja od 5,28 %, u op¢inama u obalnom
prostoru uz zaljev Klek-Neum zabiljezeno je sma-
njenje broja turistickih dolazaka od 16,04 % i broja
turistickih noéenja od 25,52 %.
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On the other hand, an increase in traffic intensity
was observed at the Putnikovi¢ and Golubinica count-
ing points on the state road (DC 414) on Peljesac,
located between the newly constructed expressway
to Peljesac Bridge and the town of Orebié. At both
counting points, 2023 data show a 20-25% increase
in both AADT and ASDT, supporting the claim that
the construction of Peljesac Bridge has intensified
traffic flows—not only due to tourism growth. An ex-
ception is the state road (DC 415), which leads from
the main Peljesac road (DC 414) to Trpanj. At the
Kosarni Do counting point in 2023, values for both
AADT and ASDT were nearly 20% lower compared
to 2019. The opening of the Peljesac Bridge led to a
sharp decline in both traffic volume and the number
of departures on the Plo¢e—Trpanj ferry line, which,
prior to the bridge’s construction, was the only trans-
port connection from northern Croatia to Peljesac
without the need to cross the Bosnian border twice
at Neum. In 2023, AADT and ASDT on the Ploce—
Trpanj ferry line were 90% lower than in 2019. It can
be concluded that after the bridge opened, Trpanj—
once considered a kind of “gateway to Peljesac” due to
its direct ferry link to the remainder of the Croatian
coast—has found itself in a form of transport shadow.
It is therefore reasonable to assume that the bridge
connection to the mainland has negatively impacted
both tourist flows and the overall economic develop-
ment of the northwestern part of the peninsula.

Big differences between AADT and ASDT at
all counting points, including on the Peljesac Bridge
and the Stolac—-Neum main road (M 17.3, Dobrovo),
highlight the key influence of tourism during the
summer tourism season on traffic intensity across the

entire study area.

Between 2019 and 2023, a slight decline in overall
tourist activity was recorded across the entire study
area, with 0.95% fewer tourist arrivals and 3.64% few-
er overnight stays (Tab. 3).

Two spatial units within the study area show sig-
nificant differences in tourism trends over the ana-
lysed period. While the municipalities on the Peljesac
Peninsula recorded an increase of 13.45% in tourist
arrivals and 5.28% in overnight stays, the municipali-
ties along the coastal area of the Klek-Neum Bay ex-
perienced a decline of 16.04% in tourist arrivals and
25.52% in overnight stays.



Tab. 3. Broj turistickin dolazaka i turistickih noéenja po opéinama 2019.

12023. godine

Tab. 3 Number of fourist arrivals and overnight stays by municipality in 2019 and 2023

Tunstlc.kx Turlstlc.kl Indeks Turl,stlc.ka Turl’stlc'ka Indeks
Opéina dolasci dolasci /Index noéenja noéenja Index
[ Municipaliey |0t Toustst a3 aag, |/ Overnieht |/ Overnight [ o o3 ) 2019,
arrivals arrivals 100) stays stays 100)
2019. 2023. X 2019. 2023. x
Janjina 7.827 8.448 107,93 59.831 63.431 106,02
Orebi¢ 105.911 120.372 113,65 787.617 834.334 105,93
Ston 33.906 40.246 118,70 156.474 171.652 109,70
Trpanj 16.274 16.902 103,86 112.483 105.888 94,14
Poluotok Peljetac 163.918 185.968 11345 | 1116405 | 1175305 | 10528
/ Peljesac Peninsula
Slivno 23.730 24.335 102,55 162.151 158.897 97,99
Neum 132.760 107.061 80,64 292.773 179.926 61,46
Opcine uz zaljev Klek-
Neum
e 156.490 131.396 83,96 454.924 338.823 74,48
/ Municipalities around
Klek-Neum Bay
Ukupno / Total 320.408 317.364 99,05 1.571.329 1.514.128 96,36

Izvori: eVisitor (2020; 2024); FIS (2024)
Sources: eVisitor (2020; 2024); FZS (2024)

Najvece povecéanje obaju pokazatelja na poluo-
toku Peljescu zabiljezeno je u opéini Ston (18,70
9% vise turistickih dolazaka 1 9,70 % vise turistickih
noéenja), na &ijem podrudju je s peljeske strane iz-
graden most. Potom slijede opéine Orebi¢ i Janjina,
a na Peljescu je jedino u opéini Trpanj evidentirano
smanjenje broja turistickih nocenja od 5,86 %, uz
blago povecanje broja turistickih dolazaka od 3,86
%. Dok se poveéanje turistickoga prometa u op¢i-
ni Orebi¢, koja je uvjerljivo vodeéa peljeska opéina
prema obujmu turistickoga prometa, a ujedno je
i nesto udaljenija od Peljeskoga mosta, ponajprije
moze objasniti generalnim oporavkom hrvatskoga
turizma nakon pandemije COVID-a 19, poveéa-
nje turistickoga prometa u op¢ini Janjina, turisticki
najslabije razvijenoj opéini na poluotoku, moze se
prvenstveno pripisati pustanjem u promet Peljes-
koga mosta koji se nalazi u blizini. Op¢ina Trpanj,
koja je zabiljezila nesto slabije trendove turisti¢-
koga razvoja u analiziranom razdoblju, nalazi se
najdalje od Peljeskoga mosta, a paralelno s otvara-
njem mosta smanjena je i frekvencija broja polaza-
ka na trajektnoj liniji Ploe —Trpanj, pa se ovaj dio
Peljesca nasao u prometnoj sjeni.

'The largest increase in both indicators on Pel-
jesac Peninsula was recorded in the Municipality
of Ston (18.70% more tourist arrivals and 9.70%
more overnight stays), located on the southern side
of Peljesac Bridge. This is followed by the munic-
ipalities of Orebi¢ and Janjina, while Trpanj is the
only municipality on Peljesac where a decrease in
the number of overnight stays was recorded (down
5.86%), alongside a slight increase in tourist arriv-
als (up 3.86%). While the increase in tourist flow
in the Municipality of Orebié—by far the leading
Peljesac municipality in terms of tourism volume
and located somewhat farther from the Peljesac
Bridge—can primarily be explained by the general
recovery of Croatian tourism after the COVID-19
pandemic, the increase in tourist flow to the Mu-
nicipality of Janjina—the least developed tourist
municipality on the peninsula—can be mainly at-
tributed to the opening of Peljesac Bridge, which is
located nearby. The Municipality of Trpanj, which
showed somewhat weaker tourism development
trends during the analysed period, is the furthest
from the Peljesac Bridge. Additionally, with the
opening of the bridge, the frequency of departures
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U opé¢inama u obalnom prostoru uz zaljev
Klek-Neum uocavaju se razli¢iti trendovi u kre-
tanju turistickoga prometa u promatranom raz-
doblju. Dok je u opéini Slivno registrirano blago
povecanje broja turistickih dolazaka od 2,55 %
uz manje smanjenje broja turistickih nocenja od
2,01 %, u opéini Neum evidentirano je osjetnije
smanjenje broja turistickih dolazaka (19,36 %),
kao i broja turistickih noéenja (38,54 %).

Razlike u trendovima kretanja turistickoga
prometa izmedu tih dviju opéina mogu se obja-
sniti ¢injenicom da se Slivno nalazi u Hrvatskoj,
pa je na stagnaciju turistickoga prometa utjecalo
pustanje u promet Peljeskoga mosta koji je zao-
bisao Klek, vodece naselje u opéini prema turis-
tickom prometu, ali ulazak Hrvatske u $engenski
prostor nije dodatno nepovoljno utjecao na turi-
sticka kretanja. S druge strane, Neum se nasao u
nepovoljnom polozaju nakon skretanja prometa
na Peljeski most, a osobito nakon uvodenja $en-
genskoga rezima na granici prema Hrvatskoj, §to
se ogleda i u naglasenijem smanjenju turistickoga
prometa usprkos pustanja u promet magistralne
ceste (M 17.3) Stolac — Neum. Usporedba poda-
taka o broju kreveta 2019.12023. godine upucuje
na zakljucak da se turisticki smjestajni kapaciteti,
barem $to se broja kreveta tice, nisu (jo§) do kraja
oporavili nakon pandemije COVID-a 19 za &ije-

ga su trajanja neki i zatvoreni (tab. 4).

Gledano na razini cijeloga prostora istrazi-
vanja, bez Neuma zbog nepostojanja pouzdanih
statistickih podataka za 2023. godinu, primjecu-
je se blago smanjenje broja kreveta od 1,42 %.
Pritom je povecanje broja raspolozivih turisti¢-
kih kreveta evidentirano jedino u op¢ini Janjina
(7,20 %), turisticki najslabije razvijenoj opéini na
Peljescu, te u opéini Slivno (3,84 %), u hrvatskom
dijelu obalnoga prostora uz zaljev Klek-Neum.

Obje navedene opcine nalaze se blizu Peljes-
koga mosta pa se povecanje broja kreveta moze
objasniti ja¢im ulaganjima u smje$tajne kapaci-
tete u uvjetima poboljSane prometne dostupno-
sti, a u slucaju opéine Slivno, tj. Kleka, vodeéega
tamosnjeg turistickog mjesta, i mirnijega okru-
Zenja nakon skretanje glavnine prometnog toka
s Jadranske magistrale na Peljeski most. Moze se
pretpostaviti i da je za znatnije povecanje bro-
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on the Plo¢e-Trpanj ferry line was reduced, plac-
ing this part of Peljesac in a shadow of decreased
traffic.

In the municipalities located in the coastal area
along Klek-Neum Bay, different trends in tourist
flow were observed during the analysed period.
While the Municipality of Slivno recorded a slight
increase in tourist arrivals of 2.55%, along with a
minor decrease in overnight stays of 2.01%, the
Municipality of Neum experienced a more signif-
icant decline in both tourist arrivals (19.36%) and
overnight stays (38.54%).

The differences in tourism flow trends between
these two municipalities can be explained by the
fact that Slivno is located in Croatia. Although the
opening of the Peljesac Bridge diverted traffic away
from Klek—the leading settlement in the munic-
ipality in terms of tourism—Croatia’s entry into
the Schengen Area did not further negatively af-
fect tourist flows. On the other hand, Neum found
itself in a disadvantaged position after traffic was
redirected to the Peljesac Bridge, and especially
following the introduction of the Schengen regime
at the Croatian border, which is reflected in the
more pronounced decline in tourism, despite the
opening of the main road (M 17.3) Stolac—Neum.
A comparison of the number of beds between 2019
and 2023 suggests that tourist accommodation ca-
pacities—at least in terms of the number of beds—
have not yet fully recovered after the COVID-19
pandemic, during which some facilities were closed

(Tab. 4).

At the level of the entire research area—exclud-
ing Neum due to the lack of reliable statistical data
for 2023—a slight decrease of 1.42% in the num-
ber of available beds is observed. An increase in the
number of available tourist beds was recorded only
in the Municipality of Janjina (7.20%), the least de-
veloped tourism municipality on Peljesac, and in the
Municipality of Slivno (3.84%), located in the Cro-
atian part of the coastal area along Klek-Neum Bay.

Both of the aforementioned municipalities are
located near Peljesac Bridge, so the increase in
the number of beds can be explained by strong-
er investment in accommodation capacities due

to improved transport accessibility. In the case of



Talb. 4. Broj kreveta po opéinama 2019.12023. godine
Tab. 4 Number of beds by municipality in 2019 and 2023

Opéina Kreveti / Beds Kreveti/ Beds Indeks / Index
/ Municipality 2019. 2023. (2023./2019.x 100)

Janjina 875 938 107,20
Orebi¢ 10.953 10.698 97,67
Ston 3.035 2.954 97,33
Trpanj 1.413 1.334 94,41
Poluotok Peljesac

/ Peljesac Peninsula 16.276 15.924 77,84
Slivno 2.292 2.380 103,84
Ukupno / Total 18.568 18.304 98,58

[zvor: eVisitor (2020; 2024)
Source: eVisitor (2020; 2024)

ja kreveta, koje je realno ocekivati u buduénosti,
potrebno vide vremena pa se otvaranje Peljeskoga
mosta s toga aspekta jo§ nije moglo odraziti na
podatke turisti¢ke statistike. Prostorni razmjestaj
turistickoga prometa na razini naselja jasno upu-
¢uje na konstataciju da su turisticki najrazvijeniji
dijelovi prostora istraZivanja sjeverozapadni (na-
selje Orebi¢ 72.830 turistickih dolazaka 2023.
godine, Trpanj 15.067, Kuciste 13.998, Viganj
10.971) i jugoisto¢ni dio poluotoka Peljesca (na-
selje Ston 19.961 turistickih dolazaka 2023. go-
dine), gravitacijski okupljeni oko opéinskih sre-
dista Orebica (1.794 stanovnika 2021. godine),
Trpnja (594 stanovnika 2021. godine) i Stona
(500 stanovnika 2021. godine), ujedno i najvec¢ih
naselja na poluotoku, te obalni prostor uz zaljev
Klek-Neum, osobito izmedu Komarne i Neu-
ma (naselje Neum 107.061 turisti¢kih dolazaka
2023. godine, Klek 10.001) (sl. 2).

Naselja u sredisnjem dijelu Peljesca prema
broju stanovnika znatno su manja, zbog strmih
obala mahom su smjestena u unutradnjosti po-
luotoka i tradicionalno su usmjerena na poljo-
privredu (vinogradarstvo) u plodnim poljima.
Primjecuje se da se naselja s najveéim turistickim
prometom na PeljeScu ne nalaze u neposrednoj
blizini Peljeskoga mosta, za razliku od obalnoga
prostora uz zaljev Klek-Neum, gdje su turisti¢-
ki neka od najposjecenijih naselja opéine Slivno,
npr. Klek i Komarna, smjestena upravo u nepo-
srednoj blizini mosta.

the Municipality of Slivno, specifically Klek—the

leading tourist destination in that area—this is also

likely influenced by the calmer environment fol-
lowing the redirection of the main traffic flow from
the Adriatic Highway to Peljesac Bridge. It can
also be assumed that a more significant increase in
accommodation capacity, which is realistically ex-
pected in the future, requires more time to materi-
alize; therefore, the opening of the Peljesac Bridge
has not yet been fully reflected in tourism statistics
from this perspective. The spatial distribution of
tourism activity at the settlement level clearly indi-
cates that the most developed tourist areas within
the study region are in the northwestern part of
Peljesac Peninsula (Orebi¢ — 72,830 tourist arrivals
in 2023, Trpanj — 15,067, Kuciste — 13,998, Vi-
ganj — 10,971) and the south-eastern part (Ston —
19,961 tourist arrivals in 2023), gravitating around
the municipal centers of Orebi¢ (1,794 residents
in 2021), Trpanj (594 residents in 2021), and Ston
(500 residents in 2021)—the largest settlements on
the peninsula. Additionally, the coastal area along
Klek-Neum Bay, especially the stretch between
Komarna and Neum, shows strong tourist activity
(Neum — 107,061 tourist arrivals in 2023, Klek —
10,001) (Fig. 2).

Settlements in the central part of Peljesac are
significantly smaller in terms of population. Due to
the steep coastline, they are mostly located inland
and have traditionally focused on agriculture—
particularly viticulture—in the fertile fields. It is
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SI. 2. Broj turistickih dolazaka po naseljma 2023. godine
Fig. 2 Number of fourist arivals by seftlement in 2023

Izvori: eVisitor (2020; 2024); FIS (2024)
Sources: eVisitor (2020; 2024); FZS (2024)

Prostorni razmjestaj vrijednosti indeksa pro-
mjene broja turistickih dolazaka na razini naselja
u razdoblju 2019. — 2023. godine otkriva nam da
ne postoji prostorna pravilnost njegove vrijed-
nosti s obzirom na smje$taj naselja u odnosu na
Peljeski most (sl. 3).

Tako je veéina naselja uz sam Peljeski most
u hrvatskom dijelu obalnoga prostora uz zaljev
Klek-Neum zabiljezila osjetno poveéanje broja
turisti¢kih dolazaka (npr. naselje Kremena — vri-
jednost indeksa 127,63, Komarna 121,07, Duba
112,17), dok je u naseljima u neposrednoj blizini
mosta s peljeske strane uglavnom registrirano
blago smanjenje broja turistickih dolazaka (npr.
naselje Brijesta — vrijednost indeksa 93,01, Sre-
ser 94,71). Znakovito je da su vodeca turisticka
mjesta u obalnom prostoru uz zaljev Klek-Ne-
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evident that the settlements with the highest tour-
ist flow on Peljesac are not located in the imme-
diate vicinity of the Peljesac Bridge, in contrast to
the coastal area along Klek-Neum Bay, where some
of the most visited settlements in the Municipality
of Slivno, such as Klek and Komarna, are situated
right next to the bridge.

'The spatial distribution of the index of change
in tourist arrivals at the settlement level for the pe-
riod of 20192023 reveals that there is no spatial
regularity in the index value relative to the settle-
ments’ proximity to Peljesac Bridge (Fig. 3).

Most of the settlements near Peljesac Bridge in
the Croatian part of the coastal area along Klek—
Neum Bay recorded a noticeable increase in the

number of tourist arrivals (e.g. the settlement of



SI. 3. Promjena broja turistickih dolozaka po naseljima izmedu 2019.12023. godine
Fig. 3 Change in the number of tourist arrivals by setflement between 2019 and 2023

[zvori: eVisitor (2020; 2024); FZS (2024)
Sources: eVisitor (2020; 2024); FIS (2024)

um, naselja Klek i Neum, zabiljezila vrijednosti
indeksa koje upuéuju na smanjenje turistickoga
prometa (Neum 80,64, Klek 89,96), sto se dje-
lomi¢no moze pripisati i smjestaju u prometnoj
sjeni nakon otvaranja Peljeskoga mosta. Naselja
s najve¢im vrijednostima indeksa, s iznimkom
naselja u blizini vode¢ih turistickih sredista Ore-
bica i Stona, uglavnom su manja naselja u kojima
je broj turistickih dolazaka vrlo malen pa u nji-
hovu slucaju vrijednosti indeksa valja interpre-
tirati samo kao ilustrativne zbog zakona malih
brojeva.

Kremena — index value 127.63, Komarna 121.07,
Duba 112.17), while settlements located on the
Peljesac side in the immediate vicinity of the bridge
generally registered a slight decrease in tourist ar-
rivals (e.g. Brijesta — index value 93.01, Sreser
94.71). Notably, the leading tourist destinations in
the coastal area along Klek-Neum Bay—namely
Klek and Neum—recorded index values indicating
a decline in tourist flow (Neum 80.64, Klek 89.96),
which can partly be attributed to their location in
the traffic shadow following the opening of Peljesac
Bridge. Settlements with the highest index values,
with the exception of those near major tourist hubs
such as Orebi¢ and Ston, are mostly smaller settle-
ments with a very low number of tourist arrivals.
In such cases, index values should be interpreted as
illustrative only, due to the law of small numbers.
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Interpretacija  dubinskih ~ infervjua s
predstavnicima lokalnih turistickih zajednica

Analizom intervjua uodeno je da se utjecaj
promjene prometnogeografskoga i politi¢kogeo-
grafskoga polozaja poluotoka Peljesca i obalnoga
prostora uz zaljev Klek-Neum na tamosnji turi-
sticki razvoj nakon triju vaznih nedavnih doga-
daja moze opisati kroz sljedecih pet kategorija:
a) produljenje turisticke sezone, b) pojacana iz-
gradnja nekretnina za odmor 1/ili iznajmljivanje,
c) unapredenje turisticke ponude kroz uvodenje
novih oblika turizma i perspektiva elitizacije
prostora istrazivanja u budu¢nosti, d) bolja pro-
metna povezanost u kontekstu poveéanja kvali-
tete Zivota lokalnoga stanovnistva te e) negativni
prostorni aspekti kao posljedice triju vaznih do-
gadaja u prostoru istrazivanja. Prilikom interpre-
tacije navedenih kategorija valja voditi racuna o
lokalnim razlikama izmedu Peljesca i obalnoga
prostora uz zaljev Klek-Neum, kao i izmedu je-
dinica lokalne samouprave na samom Peljescu.

Prva kategorija, produljenje turistitke sezone,
izdvojena je na temelju sljede¢ih kodova u in-
tervjuima: ,pozitivan utjecaj Peljeskog mosta na
produljenje turisticke sezone” (pojavljuje se u
svim peljeskim opéinama), ,poveéanje jednod-
nevnih izletnika iz Hrvatske” (u peljeskim opéi-
nama Janjina, Ston i Trpanj), ,ve¢i broj domacih
turista” (u opéini Orebi¢), ,sve veéi broj mladih
turista koji otkrivaju Peljesac” (op¢ina Janjina),
~perspektiva koristenja vige kratkih odmora tije-
kom godine” (u opéini Trpanj), ,pozitivan utje-
caj magistralne ceste (M 17.3) Stolac — Neum
na razvoj kongresnog turizma” (u op¢ini Neum)
te ,perspektiva jacanja grupnog turizma s jed-
nodnevnim izletima oko Neuma i kongresnog
turizma u buduénosti” (u op¢ini Neum). Moze
se primijetiti da je ista kategorija zastupljena u
intervjuima sa svim sugovornicima na poluotoku
Peljescu, ali i u Neumu, pri ¢emu je na Peljescu
glavni dogadaj na temelju kojega je kategorija
konstruirana bilo pustanje u promet Peljeskoga
mosta, a u Neumu otvaranje magistralne ceste

(M 17.3) Stolac — Neum.

Druga kategorija, pojacana izgradnja nekretni-
na za odmor i/ili iznajmljivanje, konstruirana je na
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Interpretation of in-depth interviews with
representatives of local fourism boards

Analysis of the interviews revealed that the impact
of changes in the transport-geographical and politi-
cal-geographical position of Peljesac Peninsula and the
coastal area along Klek-Neum Bay on local tourism
development—following three major recent events—
can be described using the following five categories: a)
extension of the tourist season; b) increased construc-
tion of vacation and/or rental properties; ¢) enhance-
ment of the tourism supply via the introduction of new
forms of tourism and the potential for future elitisa-
tion of the research area; d) improved transport con-
nectivity in the context of increased quality of life for
the local population; and e) negative spatial aspects as
consequences of the three key events in the study area.
When interpreting these categories, it is important to
consider the local differences between Peljesac and the
coastal area along Klek-Neum Bay, as well as between
the individual local government units on Peljesac itself.

'The first category, “extension of the tourist season”,
was derived from the following codes identified in the
interviews: “positive impact of the Peljesac Bridge on
the extension of the tourist season” (mentioned in all
Peljesac municipalities); “increase in day-trippers from
Croatia” (municipalities of Janjina, Ston, and Trpanj);
“greater number of domestic tourists” (Municipality of
Orebic); “growing number of young tourists discover-
ing Peljesac” (Municipality of Janjina); “potential for
more frequent short holidays throughout the year”
(Municipality of Trpanj); “positive impact of the main
road (M 17.3) Stolac-Neum on the development of
congress tourism” (Municipality of Neum); and “po-
tential for strengthening group tourism with day trips
around Neum and congress tourism in the future”
(Municipality of Neum). It is evident that this catego-
ry was represented in the interviews with all respond-
ents from Peljesac Peninsula, as well as in Neum. On
Peljesac, the main event underlying the construction of
this category was the opening of Peljesac Bridge, while
in Neum it was the opening of the main road (M 17.3)
Stolac—Neum.

'The second category, “increased construction of va-
cation and/or rental properties,” was constructed based
on the following codes identified in the interviews:

“increase in the number of weekend houses being rent-



osnovi sljede¢ih kodova u intervjuima: ,poveca-
nje broja vikendica koje se iznajmljuju” (u opéini
Janjina), ,poveéana izgradnja novih vikendica” (u
opdini Janjina), ,vlasnici iz Donjoneretvanskog
kraja ulazu u kuée za iznajmljivanje” (u opéini
Janjina), ,povecéanje smjestajnih kapaciteta u vi-
kendicama u Brijesti” (u opéini Ston), ,,poveéava
se izgradenost prostora uz istodobnu renovaciju
postojecih objekata” (u opéini Ston) te ,poveca-
nje cijena nekretnina u blizini Peljeskog mosta”
(u opéini Janjina). Prostorni razmjestaj kodova
iz navedene kategorije jasno ukazuje upucuje
na ogranicen utjecaj novootvorenoga Peljeskog
mosta na izgradnju novih nekretnina, mahom
apartmana, u naseljima u neposrednoj blizini Pe-
ljeskoga mosta s peljeske strane (Brijesta u opdi-
ni Ston te Drace i Sreser u opéini Janjina), dok
kodovi koju bi ju poduprli nisu identificirani u
obalnom prostoru uz zaljev Klek-Neum. Pritom
je vazno primijetiti da su sugovornici i u opéini
Janjina i u opéini Ston naveli komercijalno kori-
Stenje novoizgradenih vikendica i do sada, a jo$
vi$e kao perspektivu u buduénosti, pa je u sljede-
¢im godinama realno ocekivati prostorno §irenje
procesa komercijalne apartmanizacije i prema
nesto udaljenijim peljeskim naseljima.

Treca kategorija, unapredenje turisticke ponude
kroz uvodenje novih oblika turizma i perspektiva
elitizacije prostora istrazivanja u buducnosti, for-
mulirana je na temelju sljede¢ih kodova u inter-
vjuima: ,pojava novih oblika turizma u turistic-
koj ponudi” (u opéinama Janjina i Ston), ,sam
Peljeski most je i turisticka atrakcija” (u opéini
Ston), ,perspektiva pretvaranja prostora istrazi-
vanja u elitniju destinaciju” (u opéinama Janjina,
Orebig, Slivno i Ston), uz $to je u op¢ini Orebié
naglaseno produljenje turisticke sezone, a u op-
¢ini Ston odrzivi turizam, te ,,perspektiva razvoja
novih selektivnih oblika turizma u turisti¢koj po-
nudi Peljesca” (u opéini Trpanj). Valja uoditi da se
kodovi iz navedene kategorije ponajvise pojav-
ljuju u intervjuima sa sugovornicima na cijelom
Peljescu, ali da su pojavu novih oblika turizma
u turistickoj ponudi istaknuli sugovornici iz op-
¢ina Janjina i Ston koje su i najblize Peljeskom
mostu. Prilikom interpretacije ove kategorije tre-
ba voditi rauna i o ¢injenici da na unapredenje

ed out” (Municipality of Janjina); “increased construc-
tion of new weekend houses” (Municipality of Janjina);
“owners from the Lower Neretva region investing in
rental homes” (Municipality of Janjina); “increase in
accommodation capacities in weekend houses in Bri-
jesta” (Municipality of Ston); “increased development
of space along with renovation of existing structures”
(Municipality of Ston); and “rise in real estate prices
near Peljesac Bridge” (Municipality of Janjina). The
spatial distribution of codes within this category clear-
ly indicates a limited impact of Peljesac Bridge on
the construction of new properties—primarily apart-
ments—in settlements located in the immediate vicin-
ity of the bridge on the Peljesac side (e.g. Brijesta in
the Municipality of Ston, and Drace and Sreser in the
Municipality of Janjina). Notably, no codes supporting
this category were identified in the coastal area along
Klek-Neum Bay. It is also important to highlight that
respondents from both Janjina and Ston mentioned
the commercial use of newly built weekend homes not
only in the present but even more so as a growing trend
for the future. Therefore, it is reasonable to expect the
spatial expansion of the process of commercial “apart-
mentisation” into more remote Peljesac settlements in

the coming years.

The third category, “enhancement of the tourism
supply via the introduction of new forms of tourism
and the prospect of the research area becoming a more
elite destination in the future”, was formulated based
on the following codes from the interviews: “emer-
gence of new forms of tourism in the tourism supply”
(in the municipalities of Janjina and Ston); “Peljesac
Bridge itself is a tourist attraction” (Municipality of
Ston); “the prospect of transforming the research area
into a more elite destination” (in the municipalities of
Janjina, Orebi¢, Slivno, and Ston), with an additional
emphasis on “extension of the tourist season” in Ore-
bi¢ and “sustainable tourism” in Ston; and “the pros-
pect of developing new alternative forms of tourism
within Peljesac’s supply” (Municipality of Trpanj). It
is notable that codes within this category appeared in
interviews with respondents across the entire Peljesac
Peninsula, but the emergence of new forms of tour-
ism was particularly emphasized by respondents from
Janjina and Ston—those closest to the Peljesac Bridge.
When interpreting this category, it should also be not-
ed that the enhancement of the tourism supply was not
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turisti¢ke ponude nisu izravno utjecali samo vaz-
ni dogadaji u prostoru istrazivanju, ve¢ je unap-
redenje turisticke ponude kroz uvodenje novih
turistickih proizvoda selektivnih oblika turizma
s naglaskom na odrzivi turizam trend koji je ka-
rakteristi¢an za hrvatski turizam u cjelini, osobi-
to nakon pandemije COVID-a 19. Perspektivu
pretvaranja prostora istrazivanja u elitniju desti-
naciju u bliskoj buduénosti (u sljede¢ih pet godi-
na) istaknuli su gotovo svi sugovornici na poluo-
toku Peljescu, ali i sugovornica iz opéine Slivno
iz obalnoga prostora uz zaljev Klek-Neum. Pod
elitizacijom turisticke destinacije sugovornici
podrazumijevaju sljedece kvalitativne pomake
turisti¢ke ponude u odnosu na sadasnju: izgrad-
nju novih hotela ili turistickih naselja visoke ka-
tegorije uz obalu ili podizanje kvalitete postoje-
¢ega hotelskog smjestaja te pojacanu izgradnju
luksuznih vila s bazenima u naseljima uz obalu
Peljesca (i u naseljima Brijesta, Sreser i Drace u
blizini mosta gdje je takva gradnja do sada bila
rijetka, ali i u naseljima uz juZnu obalu poluotoka
—npr. Orebicu, Trsteniku, Zulj ani), kao i u opéini
Slivno (osobito u naseljima Komarna i Klek), ali
i u unutra$njosti Peljesca.

Cetvrta kategorija, bolja prometna povezanost
u kontekstu povecanja kvalitete Zivota lokalnog
stanovnistva, strukturirana je na temelju sljede-
¢ih kodova u intervjuima: ,bolja prometna po-
vezanost PeljeSca s deltom Neretve i ostatkom
Hrvatske, bez prelaska granice” (pojavljuje se
u svim peljeskim op¢inama), ,manje prometne
guzve” (u opéinama Neum i Ston), ,veca kvali-
teta zivota lokalnog stanovnistva” (u opéinama
Neum i Trpanj) te ,interes trgovackih lanaca
za izgradnju supermarketa” (u opéini Janjina).
Primjecuje se da su kodovi na temelju kojih
strukturirana Cetvrta kategorija prepoznati u in-
tervjuima sa svim sugovornicima na poluotoku
Peljescu, ali i u Neumu, pri ¢emu je na Peljes-
cu glavni dogadaj na temelju kojih je kategorija
konstruirana bilo pustanje u promet Peljeskoga
mosta, a u Neumu smanjenje prometa na Ja-
dranskoj magistrali, nakon skretanja prometno-
ga toka na Peljeski most, pogotovo nakon uvo-
denja Sengenskoga grani¢nog rezima na granici
prema Hrvatskoj.
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solely influenced by the three key events in the research
area. Rather, the diversification of tourism products via
the introduction of alternative and sustainable tour-
ism forms represents a broader trend within Croatian
tourism as a whole, especially in the post-COVID-19
period. The prospect of the research area evolving into
a more elite destination in the future was highlighted
by nearly all respondents from Peljesac Peninsula, as
well as the respondent from the Municipality of Sliv-
no in the coastal area along Klek-Neum Bay. Under
the elitisation of the tourist destination, respondents
understand the following qualitative upgrades of the
tourism offer compared to the current situation: the
construction of new high-category hotels or tourist re-
sorts along the coast, or the improvement of the quality
of existing hotel accommodation, as well as intensified
development of luxury villas with swimming pools in
coastal settlements on the Peljesac Peninsula (includ-
ing settlements such as Brijesta, Sreser, and Drace near
the bridge, where such construction has so far been
rare, as well as settlements along the southern coast of
the peninsla—e.g. Orebi¢, Trstenik, and Zuljana). This
process is also evident in the municipality of Slivno
(particularly in the settlements of Komarna and Klek),
as well as in the interior of Peljesac.

The fourth category, “improved transport con-
nectivity in the context of enhancing the quali-
ty of life for the local population”, was structured
based on the following codes from the interviews:
“better transport connection between Peljesac and
the Neretva Delta and the rest of Croatia, without
border crossing” (appears in all Peljesac municipal-
ities); “less traffic congestion” (in the municipalities
of Neum and Ston); “higher quality of life for local
residents” (in the municipalities of Neum and Tr-
panj); and “interest from retail chains in building
supermarkets” (in the Municipality of Janjina). It is
evident that the codes forming this fourth category
were recognized in interviews with all respondents
from Peljesac Peninsula, as well as from Neum. On
Peljesac, the main event prompting the construc-
tion of this category was the opening of Peljesac
Bridge, while in Neum, the key factor was the re-
duction of traffic on the Adriatic Highway follow-
ing the rerouting of the main traffic flow onto the
bridge—particularly after the introduction of the
Schengen border regime at the Croatian border.



Peta kategorija, negativni prostorni aspekti kao
posljedice triju vainih dogadaja u prostoru istrazi-
vanja, utemeljena je na sljedeé¢im kodovima u in-
tervjuima: ,negativan utjecaj ulaska Hrvatske u
$engenski prostor —izbog percepcije destinacije i
zbog sporijeg prelaska granice” (u opéini Neum),
turistickog prometa” (u opéini
Neum), ,smanjenje linijskog javnog autobusnog

»smanjenje

prometa” (u opéini Slivno), ,smanjenje prometa
u trgovinama” (u op¢ini Neum) te ,prometna
izolacija Trpnja” (u opéinama Janjina i Trpanj).
Na temelju prostornoga razmjestaja kodova ove
kategorije moze se konstatirati da su raznovrsni
negativni prostorni aspekti kao posljedice triju
vaznih dogadaja u prostoru istrazivanja osjet-
no zastupljeniji u intervjuima sa sugovornicima
u obalnom prostoru uz zaljev Klek-Neum, po-
najprije u Neumu, dok se kao negativni aspekt
u intervjuima provedenim sa sugovornicima na
Peljescu prepoznaje tek nepovoljniji prometno-
geografski polozaj Trpnja nakon pustanja u pro-
met Peljeskoga mosta i reduciranja broja polaza-
ka trajektne linije Plo¢e — Trpanj.

Ovakav prostorni razmjestaj kodova u nave-
denim kategorijama govori u prilog tezi da je
utjecaj promjene prometnogeografskoga i po-
litickogeografskoga polozaja na turisticki, ali i
cjelokupni razvoj Peljedca uglavnom percipiran
kao pozitivan, a obalnoga prostora uz zaljev
Klek-Neum kao neutralan, ili blago negativan,
ali svi su sugovornici bili optimisti¢ni u ocjeni
daljnjega razvoja turizma u svojim opd¢inama.
Zanimljivo da su sugovornici u opéinama Neum
i Slivno ocijenili da Peljeski most ne utjece ni na
trajanje turisticke sezone, ni na broj i kategoriju
smjestajnih kapaciteta, ni na turisticki promet,
ni na cijene nekretnina, ni na turisticku ponudu,
ni na izgradenost prostora na podrudju tih dviju
op¢ina. Na isto pitanje sugovornici na poluotoku
Peljescu jasno isticu jaci utjecaj Peljeskoga mo-
sta na razvoj turizma u opéinama Janjina i Ston,
koje su najblize mostu, dok sugovornici u uda-
Jjenijim opéinama Orebi¢ i Trpanj napominju
da Peljeski most ne utjeCe na broj i kategoriju
smjestajnih kapaciteta i turisti¢ki promet, ni na
cijene nekretnina, ni na turisti¢ku ponudu, ni na
izgradenost prostora.

The fifth category, “negative spatial aspects as
consequences of the three key events in the re-
search area”, is based on the following interview
codes: “negative impact of Croatia’s entry into the
Schengen Area—both due to the destination’s per-
ception and slower border crossings” (Municipality
of Neum); “decline in tourist flow” (Municipality of
Neum); “reduction in scheduled public bus transport”
(Municipality of Slivno); “decrease in retail activity”
(Municipality of Neum); and “transport isolation of
Trpanj” (municipalities of Janjina and Trpanj). Based
on the spatial distribution of these codes, it can be
concluded that the various negative spatial conse-
quences of the three key events are more strongly
represented in interviews with respondents from the
coastal area along Klek-Neum Bay, particularly in
Neum. On the other hand, among respondents on
Peljesac Peninsula, the only consistently recognised
negative aspect was the deterioration of Trpanj’s
transport-geographical position following the open-
ing of Peljesac Bridge and the reduction in ferry de-
partures on the Plo¢e~Trpanj line.

This spatial distribution of codes within the iden-
tified categories supports the hypothesis that the
impact of changes in the transport-geographical and
political-geographical position on tourism—and over-
all development—is largely perceived as positive for
Peljesac Peninsula, and neutral to slightly negative for
the coastal area along Klek-Neum Bay. However, all
respondents expressed optimism regarding the future
development of tourism in their respective municipali-
ties. Interestingly, respondents from the municipalities
of Neum and Slivno stated that Peljesac Bridge has no
impact on the duration of the tourist season, the num-
ber or category of accommodation capacities, tourist
flows, real estate prices, the tourism supply, or the lev-
el of spatial development within those municipalities.
In contrast, respondents from the Peljesac Peninsula
clearly emphasized the greater influence of Peljesac
Bridge on tourism development in the municipalities
of Janjina and Ston, which are geographically closest
to the bridge. Meanwhile, respondents from the more
distant municipalities of Orebi¢ and Trpanj noted that
the bridge does not affect the number and category
of accommodation capacities, tourist flow, real estate
prices, the tourism supply, or spatial development in
their areas.
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Velika sli¢nost odgovora sugovornika iz op-
¢ina Orebic¢iTrpanj na Peljescu te Neum i Sliv-
no u obalnome prostoru uz zaljev Klek-Neum
upucuje na, za sada, prostorno vrlo ogranicen
utjecaj Peljeskoga mosta na turisticki razvoj.
Janjina i Ston, dakle u neposrednoj blizini mo-
sta, ali samo s peljeske strane.

Valja jo§ jednom naglasiti da prilikom in-
terpretacije intervjua treba voditi ra¢una da
je od tri vazna spomenuta dogadaja do danas
proslo vrlo malo vremena pa se intenzivnije
promjene u turistickom razvoju poluotoka Pe-
ljesca i obalnoga prostora uz zaljev Klek-Ne-
um, nastale kao posljedice promjene njihova
geografskoga polozaja, tek mogu ocekivati u
buduénosti.

Rasprava

Dosadasnja istrazivanja o utjecaju prometnogeo-
grafskih i politickogeografskih promjena na turizam
upucuju na njihov snazan utjecaj na razvoj turistic-
kih destinacija. Prometna infrastruktura omoguca-
va bolju dostupnost i veéi broj turistickih dolazaka,
dok su politicke odluke, stabilnost i medunarodni
odnosi ¢esto kljuéni ¢imbenici u oblikovanju turi-
stickih tokova (Yu et al., 2024). Razvoj prometnih
mreZa i liberalizacija viznoga rezima stoga su se po-
kazali kljuénima u povecanju turisticke mobilnosti
i razvoju novih turisti¢kih destinacija (Dinu, 2018;
Pellegrino, 2021; Wendt i dr., 2021).

Analiza prometnih i turistickih statistickih po-
kazatelja, zajedno s interpretacijom dubinskih
intervjua, upuéuju na to da su promjene promet-
nogeografskoga i politickogeografskoga polozaja
poluotoka Peljesca i obalnoga prostora uz zaljev
Klek-Neum utjecale na tamosnji turisticki razvoj,
ali s prostorno diferenciranim u¢incima.

U obalnom prostoru uz zaljev Klek-Neum
primijeceni su sljede¢i negativni aspekti: a) sma-
njenje linijskoga autobusnog prometa i prometa
u trgovinama, b) smanjenje turisti¢koga prometa,
povezano s novim prometnim tokovima i $engen-
skim rezimom na granici prema Hrvatskoj te ¢)
izostanak znacajnijih pozitivnih u¢inaka Peljesko-
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The strong similarity in responses from respond-
ents in the municipalities of Orebi¢ and Trpanj on
Peljesac Peninsula, as well as Neum and Slivno in the
coastal area along Klek-Neum Bay, indicates that, for
now, the impact of Peljesac Bridge on tourism devel-
opment is spatially very limited. This impact is some-
what more noticeable in the municipalities of Janjina
and Ston on Peljesac—that is, in the immediate vi-
cinity of the bridge—but only on the Peljesac side.

It is important to emphasize once again that, when
interpreting the interviews, one must consider that only
a short period of time has passed since the occurrence
of the three key events mentioned. Therefore, more sig-
nificant changes in the tourism development of the Pel-
jesac Peninsula and the coastal area along Klek-Neum
Bay—resulting from changes in their geographical po-
sition—can only be expected in the future.

Discussion

Previous research on the impact of transport-ge-
ographical and political-geographical changes on
tourism highlights their strong influence on the
development of tourism destinations. Transport in-
frastructure enables better accessibility and a higher
number of tourist arrivals, while political decisions,
stability, and international relations are often key fac-
tors in shaping tourist flows (Yu et al., 2024). The
development of transport networks and the liberali-
zation of visa regimes have thus proven to be crucial
factors in increasing tourist mobility and fostering
the development of new tourism destinations (Dinu,

2018; Pellegrino, 2021; Wendt et al., 2021).

'The analysis of transport and tourism indicators,
together with the interpretation of in-depth inter-
views, indicates that changes in the transport-ge-
ographical and political-geographical position of
Peljesac Peninsula and the coastal area along Klek—
Neum Bay have influenced tourism development in
the area, though with spatially differentiated effects.

In the coastal area along Klek-Neum Bay, the fol-
lowing negative aspects were observed: a) a reduction
in scheduled bus services and a decline in retail activ-
ity; b) a decrease in tourist flow, linked to new traffic
patterns and the Schengen regime at the Croatian
border; and ¢) the absence of significant positive ef-



ga mosta na turizam u obalnom prostoru uz zaljev

Klek-Neum.

Peljeski most, uz pratecu cestovnu infrastruk-
turu, imao je dva glavna uéinka: preusmjeravanje
tranzitnoga prometa s Neuma na Peljesac i otva-
ranje poluotoka novim turistickim tokovima. Ove
tvrdnje poklapaju se s nalazima Klari¢a i Kunsta
(2019), koji naglasavaju da ¢e veéa dostupnost
Peljesca, osobito iz pravca Donjoneretvanskoga
kraja i BiH, rezultirati povecanjem turistickoga
i gospodarskoga prometa ne samo na trasi nove
brze peljeske ceste (prikljuéna cesta Peljeskom
mostu) ve¢ i na postoje¢oj drzavnoj cesti (DC
414) izmedu Brijeste i Orebic¢a. Iako je realno
ocekivati da ¢e novi prometni tokovi stvoriti do-
datan pritisak na okoli§ i infrastrukturu, istrazi-
vanje Kunsta i Klari¢a (2021) pokazuje da sama
izgradnja mosta ne bi trebala ugroziti dugoro¢nu
odrzivost ni trzi$nu poziciju Peljesca kao turistic-
ke destinacije.

Osim $to izravno i neizravno utjeCe na turizam,
otvaranje mosta donosi 8ire ekonomske i drustve-
ne koristi. Prema analizi ekonomskih i drustvenih
utjecaja, most ne potice samo gospodarski rast,
vec stvara uvjete za niz viestrukih ucinaka, prije
svega u zaposljavanju i ravnomjernijoj raspodjeli
prihoda. Osim §to poboljsava povezanost Peljesca
s ostatkom Hrvatske, most olaksava promet pre-
ma Kor¢uli i ostalim Juznodalmatinskim otocima,
¢ime se dodatno potice turisti¢ki razvoj. Ocekuje
se da ¢e ove promjene imati pozitivan udinak u
nadolazeéim turistickim sezonama, §to je kljuc-
no za stanovnike i poduzetnike Juzne Dalmacije
(Baricevié¢ i dr., 2022).

Intenziviranje turistickoga prometa na Peljes-
cu nakon pustanja u promet Peljeskog mosta po-
tvrdeno je analizom turistickoga prometa izmedu
2019. i 2023. godine, koja otkriva jasnu razliku
izmedu Peljesca i obalnoga prostora uz zaljev
Klek-Neum. Dok su peljeske opéine zabiljezi-
le povecanje broja turistickih dolazaka (+ 13,45
%) i nocenja (+ 5,28 %), obalni prostor uz zaljev
Klek-Neum suocio se sa znacajnim smanjenjem
— turisticki dolasci smanjeni su za 16,04 %, a no-
¢enja za 25,52 %. Te promjene izravno odrazavaju
poboljsanu prometnu povezanost Peljesca, dok je
tranzitni promet kroz Neum smanjen zbog otva-

fects of Peljesac Bridge on tourism in the coastal area

along Klek-Neum Bay.

Peljesac Bridge, along with its accompanying road
infrastructure, has had two main effects: the redirec-
tion of transit traffic from Neum to Peljesac, and the
opening of the peninsula to new tourist flows. These
findings align with those of Klari¢ and Kunst (2019),

who emphasized that improved accessibility to Pel-

jesac—particularly from the Lower Neretva Region

and BiH—would lead to increased tourism and eco-
nomic traffic not only along the route of the new ex-
press Peljesac road (the access road to the bridge), but
also along the existing state road (DC 414) between
Brijesta and Orebi¢. While it is reasonable to expect
that these new traffic flows may place additional
pressure on the environment and infrastructure, re-
search by Kunst and Klari¢ (2021) suggests that the
construction of the bridge itself should not jeopard-
ize the long-term sustainability or market position of
Peljesac as a tourist destination.

In addition to its direct and indirect impact on
tourism, the opening of Peljesac Bridge brings broad-
er economic and social benefits. According to an
analysis of its economic and social effects, the bridge
not only stimulates economic growth but also creates
conditions for a range of multiplier effects, particular-
ly in employment and a more balanced distribution
of income. Beyond improving Peljesac’s connectivi-
ty with the rest of Croatia, the bridge also facilitates
transport to Korc¢ula and other southern Dalmatian
islands, thereby further encouraging tourism devel-
opment. These changes are expected to have a posi-
tive effect in upcoming tourist seasons—an outcome
that is crucial for both residents and entrepreneurs in
southern Dalmatia (Baricevié et al., 2022).

The intensification of tourist flow on Peljesac,
following the opening of the Peljesac Bridge, has
been confirmed by an analysis of tourist flow be-
tween 2019 and 2023, which reveals a clear distinc-
tion between Peljesac and the coastal area along
Klek-Neum Bay. While Peljesac municipalities
recorded an increase in tourist arrivals (+13.45%)
and overnight stays (+5.28%), the coastal area along
Klek-Neum Bay experienced a notable decline—
tourist arrivals fell by 16.04%, and overnight stays by
25.52%. These changes directly reflect the improved

connectivity of Peljesac, while transit traffic through
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ranja mosta. Posebno se isti¢u jednodnevni posjeti
ivikend-gosti iz okolnih regija, §to potvrduju i re-
zultati ovoga istrazivanja. Premda je na evidentno
smanjenje turisti¢koga prometa u prostoru uz za-
ljev Klek-Neum u razdoblju 2019. — 2023. ponaj-
viSe utjecalo smanjenje broja turisti¢kih dolazaka
i turistickih noéenja u samom Neumu (-19,36
% turistickih dolazaka i ¢ak —38,54 % turistickih
nocenja), interpretacija dubinskoga intervjua s
predstavnikom Udruge hotelijera Opéine Neum
pokazala je da je sugovornik istaknuo umjereno
optimisti¢an scenarij buduéega razvoja turizma u
Neumu, bez obzira na smanjenje prometa nakon
otvaranja Peljeskoga mosta i uvodenja Sengensko-
ga rezima na granici s Hrvatskom. Sugovornik je
istaknuo nuznu transformaciju turisti¢ke ponude
Neuma kao turisticke destinacije uz jacanje slje-
deéa ¢etiri oblika turizma u buduéem turistickom
razvoju s ciljem produljenja turisticke sezone i
pretvaranja Neuma u cjelogodi$nju destinaciju
s jedinstvenom turistickom ponudom u BiH: a)
grupnoga turizma temeljenog na jednodnevnim
izletima oko Neuma, b) kongresnoga turizma
(za koji je potrebno izgraditi kongresni centar u
Neumu, op. a.), ¢) zdravstvenoga turizma u ne-
umskim hotelima te d) kupali$noga turizma, ¢iju
je sezonu potrebno produziti jatanjem selektivne
destinacijske turisticke ponude i kvalitetnijom
hotelskom ponudom.

Rezultati istrazivanja upucuju na prostorne ra-
zlike u intenzitetu turistickoga rasta na poluotoku
Peljescu uslijed uspostave cestovne infrastrukture.
Najvedi su dobitnici na Peljescu opéine Janjina i
Ston, koje se nalaze u neposrednoj blizini Peljes-
koga mosta, te biljeze povecanje broja turisti¢kih
dolazaka (+18,70 % u Stonu i +7,93 % u Janjini).
S druge strane, Trpanj, koji je ranije imao klju¢nu
ulogu u povezivanju Peljesca trajektnom linijom
Plo¢e — Trpanj, sada biljezi stagnaciju u broju
dolazaka (+3,86 %) i smanjenje u broju nocenja
(-5,86 %). Ovi pokazatelji upuéuju na promje-
nu obrasca turistickih kretanja jer vedina turista
sada preferira izravnu cestovnu povezanost preko
mosta, ¢ime je znatno smanjen prometni znacaj
trajektne linije. Premda je od pustanja u promet
Peljeskoga mosta proslo premalo vremena da bi se
u prostoru mogle dogoditi o¢ekivane promjene u
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Neum decreased due to the bridge. Day trippers
and weekend guests from the neighbouring regions
are particularly strongly represented, as the results
of this research confirm. Although the evident de-
crease in tourist flow in the area along Klek-Neum
Bay in the period 2019-2023 is mainly due to the
decline in the number of tourist arrivals and tourist
overnight stays in Neum itself (-19.36% of tourist
arrivals and -38.54% of tourist overnight stays), the
interpretation of an in-depth interview with the
representative of the Association of Hoteliers of the
Municipality of Neum revealed that the respond-
ent emphasised a moderately optimistic scenario for
the future development of tourism in Neum, despite
the decrease in traffic after the opening of Peljesac
Bridge and the introduction of the Schengen re-
gime at the border with Croatia. The respondent
emphasised the necessary transformation of Neum’s
tourism supply as a destination and the strengthen-
ing of the following four forms of tourism in future
tourism development with the aim of extending the
tourism season and making Neum a year-round
destination with a unique tourism supply in BiH:
a) group tourism based on day trips in the Neum
area; b) congress tourism (for which it is necessary
to build a congress centre in Neum, authors’ note);
¢) health tourism in Neum hotels; and d) Sun & Sea
tourism, for which the season must be extended by
strengthening the destination’s alternative tourism
supply and a higher quality hotel supply.

'The research results indicate spatial differences in
the intensity of tourism growth on Peljesac Peninsula
due to the establishment of road infrastructure. Big-
gest beneficiaries on Peljesac are the municipalities of
Janjina and Ston, both located in the immediate vi-
cinity of Peljesac Bridge, that recorded an increase in
tourist arrivals (+18.70% in Ston and +7.93% in Jan-
jina). Conversely, Trpanj, previously a key connection
point via the Plo¢e-Trpanj ferry line, now shows stag-
nation in arrivals (+3.86%) and a decline in overnight
stays (-5.86%). These indicators point to a change in
the patterns of tourist movement, as most tourists
now prefer direct road connections across the bridge,
which has significantly reduced the importance of
the ferry line. Although too little time has passed
since the opening of Peljesac Bridge for the expected
changes in the area to fully materialise, the analysis



punom opsegu, interpretacija dubinskih intervjua
s predstavnicima lokalnih turistickih zajednica
jasno pokazuje da su predstavnici turistickih za-
jednica opéina Ston i Janjina izrazili najpozitivni-
je ocjene dosadasnjega utjecaja Peljeskoga mosta
na razvoj turizma na poluotoku Peljescu u cjelini,
a osobito na podrudju njihovih opéina, kao i na
razvojne perspektive u razdoblju od sljedeéih pet
godina. S druge strane, predstavnica Turisticke
zajednice Opéine Trpanj izrazila je osjetno ma-
nje zadovoljstvo dosadasnjim promjenama, a i
perspektivu razvoja turizma na podrudju njezine
opéine u sljedecih pet godina vidi znatno manje
optimisti¢no od ostalih sugovornika.

Medutim, pojacan razvoj turizma potaknut
izgradnjom Peljeskoga mosta mogao bi imati i
brojne, ne nuzno pozitivne posljedice, osobito u
kontekstu odrzivoga upravljanja destinacijskim
razvojem. Tako Kunst (2011) identificira nekoliko
potencijalnih izazova, a oni su dijelom potvrdeni i
u rezultatima provedenih intervjua u okviru ovo-
ga istrazivanja. Rije¢ je o: a) pove¢anom interesu
za kupovinu zemljiSta ili postojeéih nekretnina,
§to bi moglo dovesti do rasta cijena nekretnina,
b) intenzivnijoj izgradnji turistickih apartmana
unutar gradevinskih zona naselja, uz moguénost
pojave nelegalne gradnje, ¢) poveéanim pritiscima
investitora i razvojnih dionika za uspostavu novih
turistickih razvojnih zona izvan postojecih grade-
vinskih podrugdja, d) razvoju novih turistickih ka-
paciteta i usluznih djelatnosti, potaknutom pove-
¢anim protokom vozila i ve¢im brojem turistickih
dolazaka te ) nedostatku radne snage i potrebi za
uvozom sezonskih radnika, $to bi moglo utjecati
na lokalnu ekonomiju i trziste rada.

Dubinski intervjui s predstavnicima lokalnih
turistickih zajednica, provedeni za potrebe ovo-
ga istrazivanja, dodatno su rasvijetlili percepciju
utjecaja prometnih i politi¢kih promjena na tu-
risti¢ki razvoj. Na Peljescu su pozitivno perci-
pirane sljedece tri kljuéne promjene povezane s
otvaranjem Peljeskoga mosta: a) produljenje turi-
stiCke sezone i povecanje jednodnevnih dolazaka
iz Hrvatske, b) pojacana izgradnja nekretnina za
odmor u blizini mosta, osobito u Brijesti, Sreseru
i Dracama, te c) unapredenje turisticke ponude
kroz pojavu novih selektivnih oblika turizma i

of the in-depth interviews with representatives of the
local tourism boards clearly shows that the represent-
atives of the tourism boards of the municipalities of
Ston and Janjina expressed the most positive assess-
ments of the impact of Peljesac Bridge so far on the
development of tourism on Peljesac Peninsula as a
whole and on the area of their municipalities in par-
ticular, as well as the development prospects for the
next five years. A representative of the Trpanj Munic-
ipality Tourism Board, on the other hand, expressed
much less satisfaction with the changes so far and was
also far less optimistic than other respondents about
the prospects for the development of tourism in their
municipality over the next five years.

However, the tourism growth stimulated by the
construction of Peljesac Bridge could also lead to
numerous, not necessarily positive, consequences—
particularly in the context of sustainable destination
management. Kunst (2011) identified several poten-
tial challenges, some of which were echoed in the re-
sults of the interviews conducted for this study. These
include: a) increased interest in purchasing land or
existing properties, which could drive up real es-
tate prices; b) more intensive construction of tourist
apartments within existing settlement zones, with a
risk of illegal development; c) increased pressure from
investors and stakeholders to establish new tourism
development zones beyond designated construction
areas; d) the development of new tourist facilities and
services, driven by greater vehicle traffic and a higher
number of arrivals; and ¢) labour shortages and the
need to import seasonal workers, which could affect
the local economy and labour market.

The in-depth interviews conducted with repre-
sentatives of local tourism boards for the purposes
of this research further illuminated the perceived
impact of transport and political changes on tour-
ism development. On Peljesac Peninsula, three key
changes associated with the opening of Peljesac
Bridge were perceived positively: a) the extension of
the tourism season and the increase in day trips from
other parts of Croatia; b) increased construction of
vacation homes near the bridge—especially in Bri-
jesta, Sreser, and Drace; and ¢) enhancement of the
tourism supply via the emergence of new alternative
forms of tourism, along with the potential and risk of
destination elitisation. It should be emphasised that,
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potencijal, ali i opasnost od elitizacije destinacije.
Valja naglasiti da je, nakon poboljsanja prometne
dostupnosti, na vide mjesta na hrvatskoj obali ve¢
viden scenarij izgradnje hotela i turisti¢kih nase-
lja visoke kategorije na neizgradenom zemljistu,
podizanje kategorije postojecega hotelskog smje-
Staja, kao i izgradnje luksuznih vila s bazenima u
obalnim naseljima, ali i u obliZnjem zaledu (npr.
u unutrasnjoj Istri, u unutrasnjosti veéih otoka,
primjerice Krka, Braca i Hvara, u dijelovima Dal-
matinske zagore), tako da je navedene promjene
realno ocekivati i u nekim dijelovima poluotoka
Peljesca u sljedec¢ih pet godina. Spomenutu eli-
tizaciju turisticke ponude kroz novu izgradnju i
podizanje kategorije postojecih smjestajnih kapa-
citeta nije realno ocekivati svugdje, niti na Peljes-
cu niti u obalnom prostoru uz zaljev Klek-Neum,
pogotovo ne u veé sada jako turistificiranim nase-
ljima optere¢enim brojnim apartmanima i kuca-
ma za odmor, koja turistima visoke platezne moci
ne mogu pruziti odgovarajucu intimu i ekskluzivu
same lokacije, a kamoli ostalih sadrzaja elitne tu-
risti¢ke ponude.

Lakljuéak

Iako je od pustanja u promet brze ceste (M
17.3) Stolac — Neum i otvaranja Peljeskoga mosta
proslo tek nesto vise od tri godine, a od ulaska
Hrvatske u Sengenski prostor nepune tri godine,
veé se sada primjecuje utjecaj navedenih dogadaja
na promjenu prometnogeografskoga i politicko-
geografskoga polozaja poluotoka Peljesca i obal-
noga prostora uz zaljev Klek-Neum.

Analiza pokazatelja prometne i turisticke stati-
stike podupire tezu da su promjene geografskoga
polozaja poluotoka Peljesca i obalnoga prostora
uz zaljev Klek-Neum usko povezane s razvojem
turizma, koji je vodeéa gospodarska djelatnost u
objema cjelinama prostora istrazivanja. Primje-
¢uje se porast turistickoga prometa, a jo§ vise
jednodnevnih izletni¢kih kretanja na Peljescu u
cjelini i smanjenje turistickoga prometa u obal-
nom prostoru uz zaljev Klek-Neum, a pogotovo
u Neumu, jedinom obalnom turistickom mjestu

u BiH.

162

following the improvement of transport accessibility
in several places on the Croatian coast, a scenario for
the construction of high-end hotels and tourist re-
sorts on unbuilt land, the upgrading of the category
of existing hotel accommodation and the construc-
tion of luxury villas with swimming pools in coastal
settlements, but also in the nearby hinterland (e.g. in
the interior of Istria, interiors of larger islands such
as Krk, Bra¢ and Hvar, and in parts of the Dalmat-
inska Zagora region) can already be observed, so
that the aforementioned changes can realistically be
expected in some parts of Peljesac Peninsula in the
next five years. The aforementioned elitisation of the
tourism supply via new construction and upgrading
of the category of existing accommodation capaci-
ties is not realistically to be expected everywhere,
neither on Peljesac nor in the coastal area along K-
ek-Neum Bay, especially not in the settlements with
numerous apartments and second homes, which are
already heavily burdened by tourism and cannot offer
wealthy tourists the appropriate intimacy and exclu-
sivity of the location itself, let alone other contents of
the elite tourism supply.

Conclusion

Although just over three years have passed
since the opening of the express road (M 17.3)
Stolac—-Neum and Peljesac Bridge, and less
than three years since Croatia’s accession to the
Schengen Area, the impact of these events on the
transport-geographical and political-geographi-
cal position of Peljesac Peninsula and the coastal
area along Klek—-Neum Bay is already noticeable.

"The analysis of transport and tourism statis-
tics supports the claim that the changes in the
geographical position of PeljeSac Peninsula and
the coastal area along Klek—Neum Bay are close-
ly linked to tourism development, which is the
leading economic activity in both spatial units of
the research area. An increase in tourism activ-
ity is evident—particularly in day-trips to Pel-
jesac—while a decrease has been recorded in the
coastal area along Klek-Neum Bay, especially
in Neum, the only coastal tourist destination in

BiH.



Interpretacijom dubinskih intervjua s predstavni-
cima lokalnih turisti¢kih zajednica uoceno je da se
utjecaj promjene prometnogeografskoga i politicko-
geografskoga poloZaja poluotoka Peljesca i obalnoga
prostora uz zaljev Klek-Neum na tamo$nji turisticki
razvoj nakon triju vaznih nedavnih dogadaja moze
opisati kroz sljedecih pet kategorija: a) produljenje
turistike sezone, b) pojacana izgradnja nekretnina
za odmor ¥/ili iznajmljivanje, ¢) unapredenje turi-
sti¢cke ponude kroz uvodenje novih oblika turizma
i perspektiva elitizacije prostora istrazivanja u bu-
duénosti, d) bolja prometna povezanost u kontekstu
povecanja kvalitete Zivota lokalnog stanovni$tva te
e) negativni prostorni aspekti kao posljedice triju
vaznih dogadaja u prostoru istrazivanja.

Uvjerljivo vodeéi ¢imbenik promjene geograf-
skoga polozaja na Peljescu jest otvaranje Peljes-
koga mosta, dok su u obalnom prostoru uz zaljev
Klek-Neum, a pogotovo u Neumu, na promjenu
geografskoga polozaja utjecala sva tri dogadaja, pri
Cemu je utjecaj uspostave Sengenskoga rezima na
granici s Hrvatskom najizrazeniji.

Sumirajuéi misljenja sugovornika, moze se za-
klju¢iti da ¢e izgradnja Peljeskoga mosta donijeti
vise koristi nego Stete svakoj od Cetiriju peljeskih
opéina. Drugim rije¢ima, ¢ini se da sama izgradnja
mosta nece ugroziti dugoroénu odrzivost buduéega
turistickog razvoja poluotoka ni pojedina¢nih op-
¢ina kao turistickih destinacija. Iako ¢e financijska
isplativost projekta biti vidljiva tek dugoroc¢no, Pe-
Jjeski most moze stvoriti stabilnu osnovu za gos-
podarski razvoj poluotoka, ali i Dubrovacke regije
u ¢jelini te jacanje njezine povezanosti s ostatkom
Hrvatske.

Tako se u kratkom roku mogu uoditi pozitivni
udinci na Peljescu i negativni ucinci u obalnom pro-
storu uz zaljev Klek-Neum, dugoroéne posljedice
ovih promjena tek se imaju pokazati. Valja pretpo-
staviti da ¢e Peljesac nastaviti jacati razvoj turizma,
osobito u segmentu luksuznoga stacionarnog tu-
rizma u pojedinim naseljima, ponajprije na juznoj
obali i u unutranjosti, i selektivnih oblika turizma,
uz potencijal produljenja trajanja turisticke sezone,
dok ¢e obalni prostor uz zaljev Klek-Neum morati
prilagoditi svoju turisti¢ku ponudu da bi se oporavio
od smanjenoga tranzitnog prometa. Naime, prem-
da se Neum otvaranjem Peljeskoga mosta nasao u

The interpretation of in-depth interviews with rep-
resentatives of local tourism boards indicates that the
impact of the changed transport-geographical and polit-
ical-geographical position on tourism development fol-
lowing the three major events can be described through
the following five categories: a) extension of the tour-
ist season; b) increased construction of vacation and/or
rental properties; ¢) enhancement of the tourism supply
via the introduction of new forms of tourism and the
potential future elitisation of the research area; d) im-
proved transport connectivity in the context of enhanced
quality of life for the local population; and €) negative
spatial aspects as consequences of the three major events
in the study area.

The most influential factor in the change of geo-
graphical position on Peljesac is clearly the opening of
Peljesac Bridge. In contrast, in the coastal area along
Klek-Neum Bay

events played a role in reshaping the area’s geographical

and particularly in Neum—all three

position, with the implementation of the Schengen re-
gime at the Croatian border having the strongest impact.

Summarizing the opinions of the respondents, it can
be concluded that the construction of Peljesac Bridge is
expected to bring more benefits than drawbacks to each
of the four municipalities on Peljesac. In other words, it
appears that the bridge itself will not threaten the long-
term sustainability of future tourism development on the
peninsula or within individual municipalities as tourist
destinations. Although the financial return on the pro-
ject will only become apparent in the long term, Peljesac
Bridge can provide a stable foundation for the penin-
sula’s economic development and for strengthening the
overall connectivity of the Dubrovnik region with the
rest of Croatia.

While, in the short term, the effects appear posi-
tive on Peljesac and negative in the coastal area along
Klek-Neum Bay, the long-term consequences of these
changes are yet to fully manifest. It is reasonable to ex-
pect that Peljesac will continue to strengthen its tour-
ism development, particularly in the segment of Tuxury
long-stay tourism in certain settlements, primarily on
the southern coast and inland, and alternative tourism,
with potential for an extended tourist season. Mean-
while, the coastal area along Klek-Neum Bay will
need to adapt its tourism supply to recover from the
loss of transit traffic. Although Neum has been placed
in the traffic shadow following the opening of Peljesac

163

V.T. Opaci¢
A.Banda

Utjecaj promjene
geografskoga
poloZaja na recentni
turisticki razvoj
poluotoka Peljesca

i obalnoga prostora
uz zaljev Klek-

Neum

The impact of
geographical
position on the
recent tourism
development of
Peljesac Peninsula
and the coastal area
along Klek-Neum
Bay



HRVATSKI
GEOGRAFSKI
GLASNIK
87/2,137-167 (2025.)

Lahvala
Acknowledgments

prometnoj sjeni, a ulaskom Hrvatske u Sengenski
rezim i u geopoliticki nepovoljnu polozaju, perspek-
tiva daljnjega razvoja turizma uz nadogradnju novih
turistickih proizvoda u turisticku ponudu, poput
jacanja kongresnoga i zdravstvenoga cjelogodisnjeg
turizma, vrlo je dobra.

U buduénosti je realno olekivati porast kvalitete
turisticke ponude i smjestajnih kapaciteta u cijelom
prostoru istrazivanja uz daljnje produljenje turistic-
ke sezone. Da bi se turisticki razvoj odvijao na odr-
Ziv nadin, lokalne vlasti trebale bi sustavno pratiti
situaciju i po potrebi poduzimati korektivne mjere.
Za Neum ¢e klju¢no biti iskoridtavanje magistralne
ceste (M 17.3) Stolac — Neum da bi se povecala do-
stupnost i konkurentnost destinacije, uz ublazava-
nje negativnih uéinaka Sengenskoga reZima na gra-
nici prema Hrvatskoj. Za poluotok Peljesac glavni
izazov bit ¢e usmjeravanje prostornoga razvoja da
bi se sprijecila prekomjerna apartmanizacija u uvje-
tima poboljsane prometne dostupnosti (primjerice
u Brijesti, Dracama i Sreseru, naseljima najblizima
mostu) i osigurala dugoro¢na odrzivost turizma. U
oba slucaja stratesko planiranje i koordinacija lo-
kalnih dionika bit ée kljuéni za prilagodbu novim
uvjetima.

Iz svega proizlazi da se polazna hipoteza ovoga
istrazivanja: ,promjena prometnogeografskoga i po-
litickogeografskoga polozaja odrazila se pozitivno
na razvoj turizma na poluotoku Peljescu, a negativ-
no na razvoj turizma u obalnom prostoru uz zaljev
Klek-Neum®“ moze prihvatiti, uz napomenu da je
promjena geografskoga polozaja pozitivnije utjecala
na razvoj turizma na PeljeScu nego $to se negativno
odrazila na razvoj turizma u obalnom prostoru uz

zaljev Klek-Neum.

Zahvaljujemo predstavnicima turistickih za-
jednica opé¢ina Janjina, Orebi¢, Slivno, Ston i
Trpanj te potpredsjedniku Udruge hotelijera
Opéine Neum, koji su nam spremnos$éu na in-
tervjuiranje omogudili provodenje ovoga istrazi-
vanja.

164

Bridge and found itself in a geopolitically disadvan-
taged position due to Croatia’s accession to the Schen-
gen regime, there is strong potential for further tour-
ism development via the integration of new products
into the tourism supply—such as the development of

congress and year-round health tourism.

In the future, a general improvement in the qual-
ity of tourism services and accommodation capacities
can be realistically expected throughout the research
area, along with further extension of the tourism sea-
son. For tourism development to occur sustainably,
local authorities should systematically monitor the
situation and take corrective measures as needed. For
Neum, fully utilizing the potential of the main road
(M 17.3) Stolac—-Neum will be key to increasing ac-
cessibility and competitiveness, while mitigating the
negative effects of the Schengen border regime. For
Peljesac Peninsula, the main challenge will be to
manage spatial development in a way that prevents
excessive “apartmentisation” in areas with improved
transport access (such as Brijesta, Drace, and Sreser—
settlements closest to the bridge) and ensure the long-
term sustainability of tourism. In both cases, strategic
planning and coordination among local stakeholders
will be essential for adapting to the new circumstances.

It follows from the above that the initial hypothesis
of this research: “The change in transport-geographical
and political-geographical position has had a positive
impact on tourism development on Peljesac Peninsula
and a negative impact on tourism development in the
coastal area along Klek-Neum Bay” can be accepted,
with the note that the change in geographical position
had a more positive effect on the development of tour-
ism in Peljesac than negative impact on tourism in the
coastal area along Klek-Neum Bay.

We would like to thank the representatives of
the tourism boards of the municipalities of Janjina,
Orebié, Slivno, Ston, and Trpanj, as well as the Vice
President of the Association of Hoteliers of the
Municipality of Neum, whose willingness to par-

ticipate in interviews made this research possible.
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