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Vlad II Dracul is better known as the father of Vlad Il Dracula. He was however a figure
in his own right. Vlad Il won Sigismund of Luxemburg’s trust (who made him knight of the
Order of the Dragon) and John Hunyadi'’s hatred (who beheaded Viad and took his throne).
Sigismund’s dream was Church union. Hunyadi was a champion of the Florentine union. Rai-
sing the issue of Vlad II's stand towards ecclesiastical union therefore comes naturally. Yet, as
it was already noted, his Wallachia was not represented at the Council of Ferrara-Florence,
while Viad's “agenda” seemed to draw him towards the rival Council of Basel. A review of the
topic is enabled by a handful of sources that, interestingly enough, originate in the politics of
the South. The explanation for it can be found at the end of Sigismund's rule when Viad Il was
still only a claimant.

KEY WORDS: Church Union, Councils of Basel and Ferrara-Florvence, Eugenius IV, Sigi-
smund of Luxemburg, Vlad Il Dracul

Introduction

The Union of Florence, in particular its consequences, has drawn significant scholarly
attention.! Concluded in 1439, after over a year of negotiations between the “Western”

' For an overview: CHARALAMBOS, Reflections; BLANCHET, Metropolitan Ignatius of Tarnovo; HALFF,
The Pope’s Agents.
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and “Eastern” delegates in Ferrara and in Florence, the long-awaited Church union was a
success for Pope Eugenius 1V, under heavy contestation from the rival Council of Basel,
and much less for the Byzantine Empire and the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constanti-
nople in dire need for anti-Ottoman support (conditional on Church union) against Sul-
tan Murad I1.2 Though predominantly Greek rite states, relatively young Wallachia (est.
1340s—1350s) and Moldavia (est. 1360s—1370s) were neither “classic members” of the
Byzantine Commonwealth,® nor proper vassal “borderlands” of the vast Latin rite King-
doms of Hungary and Poland.

One peculiar figure in that context was Vlad Il Dracul of Wallachia, the father of the much
better-known Vlad III the Impaler/Dracula.’ Vlad 11 was certainly not a beneficiary of the
union concluded in Italy at the beginning of July 1439, where the Wallachians were repre-
sented by the metropolitan archbishop of neighbouring and rival Moldavia.® The origins
of the situation seem to be rooted in Vlad’s political rise that coincide with Sigismund of
Luxemburg’s last decade of rule and with the growing dispute, over Greek rite Christians
too, between the Council of Basel and (Venetian) Pope Eugenius IV.” At that time more
than one union was needed in order to mend the Christian divisions that had accumulated,
in particular among Latin rite Christians, following the Western Schism and the “Hussite
Reformation”.

Vlad was one of the illegitimate sons of Mircea I, whose three decades of rule had turned
Wallachia into a power, before nearly crushing her.® Vlad bounced between Adrianople
(under both Mehmed I and Murad II), Constantinople (under Manuel II and John VIII
Palaiologos) and Krakow (under Wladislaw II Jagiello) before finding again shelter at
Sigismund of Luxemburg’s court.’ Sigismund received Vlad into the Order of the Dragon
and made him protector of Transylvania’s borders, before leaving on his imperial Romzug
(1431)." However, he did not fully endorse Vlad’s claims (e.g., Sigismund needed respite
from Murad, Wallachia’s other suzerain, chiefly during his Italian coronation journey of
1431-1433)." Eventually, in autumn 1436, Sigismund aided Vlad to ascend the throne of
Wallachia, divided between boyar factions (apparently less because of pro-/anti- Ottoman
and Hungarian options and more due to local rivalries that led either to fierce conflicts or
to unstable compromises).'?

2 GILL, The Council of Florence; JEFFERSON, The Holy Wars.

3 SIMON, Moldova intre Vilnius si Moscova, 18-19, 25-26; COMAN, Before Byzance aprés Byzance,
504-505.

4 MINEA, Politica orientald; PILAT, Moldova, Sfanta Coroana si regii jagielloni.

> See, in this framework, in particular BARBU, Tara Romaneasca, 12—14.

¢ For the Wallachian rivalry between Wallachia and Moldavia: PAPACOSTEA, Politica externa, 20-25.

7 CHRISTIANSON, Cesarini, the Conciliar Cardinal; GASTGEBER, Byzanz und das Konzil zu Basel und
Ferrara, 92-97.

8 This was largely due to Mircea’s involvement in the Ottoman civil war of 1402—-1413 (KASTRITSIS, Sons
of Bayezid).

® PANAITESCU, Mircea cel Batran, 65-67; PIPPIDI, Despre Dan voievod, 6263, 72, 89.

Still useful MINEA, Vlad Dracul, 98—-144.

' E.g. FEJER, Codex, X-8, no. 298, 631.

2. CHIHAIA, Traditii rasaritene, 39-77.
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1. The Church Union(s) of Sigismund of Luxemburg and Eugenius IV

The restoration of the lost unity of the Church defined Sigismund of Luxemburg’s mani-
fold, as well challenged rules.'® The endings of the Western Schism, of the Hussite crisis
and of the Eastern Schism were to be his legacy in particular after he had been crowned
emperor in Rome by Pope Eugenius IV (1433)."* Given that Sigismund enjoyed close
personal relations with Byzantine emperors, father and son, Manuel II and John VIII, the
Eastern issue was even supposed to be sorted at a council to be held in Buda'® A council
in Buda of King Sigismund did not represent a satisfactory solution for Eugenius IV, who
had his own supremacy to establish, in relation to the hostile Council of Basel and to
Byzantium (and to Sigismund’s Buda).'¢

In March 1436, Eugenius IV placed the Greek rite Christians (the Wallachians and Bulga-
rians, not the Serbians'”) in the eastern parts of the realm of Hungary under the authority
of Gregory, the Greek rite metropolite of Moldavia (Moldoviachia). Gregory had travelled
to Italy and acknowledged the pope as the head of the Church.'® The pontifical decision by
which Gregory’s powers had been extended annulled the arrangements concluded betwe-
en Sigismund and Manuel II, and also Mircea 1."” Based on them, Greek rite Christians
in Transylvania, Maramures and Banat®® were partitioned, along a “North-South line”,
between the Peri Monastery (in the north), a stavropighia of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
of Constantinople,” and (in the south) the two metropolitanates (of Ungrovlachia and of
Severin) of Wallachia.?

In April 1436, Gregory, who had come to Rome from Constantinople, reached Buda. On
the eve of the Bohemian Hussite compromise of Jihlava (July 1436),” Gregory’s arrival
was celebrated as a major step towards Church union.?* In compliance with Eugenius’ wis-
hes, Sigismund provided Gregory with a residence versus Viachia,” probably at Ramet,
a monastery built under the Angevines in central Transylvania.?® Yet, the hierarch did not
attend the subsequent Council of Ferrara-Florence (1438—-1439).2” The (new) metropolite

b}

KOLDITZ, Johannes VIII, 119-123; FUDGE, The Hussites and the Council, 275-276.

KOVACS, Kénig Sigismund, 42-43, 244-245.

SCHWEDLER, Herrschertreffen des Spatmittelalters, 465-466.

DECALUWE, Successful Defeat, 144-149, 281.

The Serbians were probably omitted in order not to provoke despot George Brankovic.

Eugenius IV’ bulla, issued in Florence, on 10 March 1436, was last edited in Acta Eugenii PP IV, no. 421,
229-230.

PAPACOSTEA, Byzance et la création, 136—141. The arrangements were concluded in 1391-1392.

We have to emphasise that all three mentioned lands were distinct administrative units of the Kingdom of
Hungary.

POPESCU, Compléments et rectifications, 455-477.

COTOVANU, Emigrer en terre valaque, 89—102.

éMAHEL, Die Basler Kompaktaten, p. 74.

BAV, Cod. Barb. Lat. 1809, 639-642 (Buda, 1 May 1436; first edited by PERI, Tre lettere inedite, 63—64).
Vittorio Peri thought that the hierarch was settled ‘in Wallachia’. The text clearly read ‘towards Wallachia’
(versus Vlachia), which, viewed from Buda, evidently meant Transylvania.

On the church: DRAGUT, Pictura murald, 61-63.

The next acknowledged Greek rite hierarch in Transylvania (accepted by both the Papacy and by the Hun-
garian crown) was recorded only in the 1460s, when Makarios, former unionist bishop of Ruthenian Halych
(DANIEL, Coping with the Powerful Other, 114—115), was settled by Matthias Corvinus on his family estate
of Hunedoara.
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of Moldavia and its main representative in Italy was Damian, a (Bulgarian?) a member of
the inner circle of the ecumenical patriarch Joseph I1.2® For his part, Eugenius continued
using Moldavia (and not Wallachia, finally ruled by Vlad Dracul at that time), as unionist
Papal Wallachian spearhead into Eastern and Central Europe after the Union of Florence
was signed (July 1439).%

2. Moldavia ascending

In spring 1436, when Eugenius, and Sigismund, rearranged — via Moldavia — Greek rite
structures in (mainly) Transylvania, Dracula’s father, Vlad II was not yet voivode of
neighbouring Wallachia and the secular ruler of the metroplitanates of Ungroviachia (in
Arges) and of Severin (whose seat was under Hungarian rule since the early 1420s).% Vlad
was just Sigismund’s lord of the (southern) borders of Transylvania.?! Wallachia was still
under the grip of Murad II, who finally married Mara, George Brankovi¢’s daughter, in
late August 1436.3? The sultan naturally opposed any (crusader) union between ‘Greeks’
and ‘Latins’.3* Additionally, in December 1433, at the Council of Basel, he had failed to
win the goodwill of Sigismund through the agency of the ‘other duke of Wallachia’, pre-
sented as the ‘brother of the Turk(s)’ (i.e., of Murad himself)** and very likely identical
with Vlad I1.%

Though partitioned between the brothers Elias I and Stephen II (a more lasting, reconcilia-
tion between them was reached in April 1436), Moldavia was under those circumstances
a better option for Eugenius IV’ designs (and for Sigismund’s, and maybe even for John
VIII’s).*¢ It controlled Cetatea Alba at the Dniestr Mounds, of pivotal importance for the
Black Sea political plans of Venice and of its native, Pope Eugenius IV.*” Last but not
least, in 1370, Moldavia, ruled by (converted) voivode Ladislas (Latcu), had been created
a duchy (to whom the natio Viachiae had been entrusted by the Papacy) under Pope Ur-

28 PILAT, intre Roma si Bizant, 300-302.

2 E.g. the Papal “press-release(s)”, from 7 July 1439, in Epistolae pontificiae, 11, nos. 178-193, 81-85 (to
which we add the message to the commune of Siena in the ASSi, Concistoro, Copiarii, 1771, f. 27).

In 1429, Sigismund “colonized” Teutonic Knights in Severin. The mission ended in failure within six years
(FENESAN, Cavalerii teutoni, 30-47).

REZACHEVICI, Cronologia critica, 92-94; MINEA, Vlad Dracul, 116-124.

POPOVIC, Mara Brankovi¢, 40-46, 52-56.

ZACHARIADOU, The Ottomans, 24-25.

The plural form (see the citations below) leads in fact to Orhan Celebi, the (Byzantine) brother/cousin of
Murad.

Tagebuchaufzeichnungen, 70-71, On Christmas eve, (...) venit alter dux Walachiae, Turcorum frater, de quo
supra (i.e., (...) in crastino intravit dux Turcorum). The (...) quidan dux ex parte regis Turcorum (...) had
come (...) cum maximis muneribus publice (...). The duke cannot be identified with either Alexander II Aldea
of Wallachia or Elias I of Moldavia, who ruled and resided at that time in their countries. The only alternative
to the identification of the duke with Vlad II is Stephen II, the half-brother of Elias. However, in 1433, and
in comparison to Vlad, Stephen still lacked the political connections needed for such a journey to Basel.
Simon, Church, Crusade and Matrimony, 114-120. Following his settlement of 1436 with Elias I, Stephen
II held Sigismund’s “share” of Moldavia, as delimitated in the latter’s agreement with Wladislaw II Jagiello
two decades earlier at Stara Cubovnia in 1412. Elias was married to Mary, the sister of Wladislaw’s last wife,
Sophia.

See the excellent study of Campana, Sailing into Union, esp. 113—-119.
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ban VI’s direct authority, and under the protection of Emperor Charles IV of Luxemburg,
Sigismund’s father.?®

The pontifical rise of Moldavia had also been the result of Urban VI’s failure to convince
Wiladislaw I of Wallachia to accept union, in spite of the efforts of Clara of Hungary,*
Wladslaw I’s stepmother and probably Mircea I’s paternal grandmother.** Mircea I was
certainly the son of Radu I, named Pankraz der Weifie by Sigismund’s trustee, Ebehard
Windecke,*' and “black-listed” by the anti-unionist Athonite elite that had supported Wla-
dislaw I, Radu’s older half-brother.** From this perspective, the “Roman credentials” of
Radu’s (illegitimate) grandson, Vlad II, were quite good.

Allied with Elias I and Stephen II, the sons of Alexander I of Moldavia, enthroned by
Mircea I in 1400,* Vlad II eventually ascended the throne in late autumn 1436 in spite of
Ottoman opposition.* By April 1437 however (prior to Sigismund’s death in December),
Vlad acknowledged Murad as his (only) suzerain.* He did not protect Transylvania (rava-
ged by the uprisings since, again, spring 1437) at all costs and then even led the way for
the sultan’s troops into Transylvania (but after Sigismund’s passing away).* Hence, Vlad
was rapidly and justly called a ‘son of whore’ by Windecke (1 1440).*” Vlad had proven to
be a disappointment, unworthy of being ever again called a knight of the Cross.

3. Absent Wallachia

None of the metropolites of Wallachia were present at the Council of Ferrara-Florence
(February/ April 1438-July 1439), although the Council of Basel had been informed, in
August 1437, that both were active.*® Their absence served not only Murad II, but also
Albert IT of Habsburg, Sigismund’s son-in-law and successor.*’ Albert supported the rival

3% Monumenta Historica Bohemiae, II, no. 65, pp. 386-387. The archbishop of Prague, Jan O¢ko, supervised
the conversion of Ladislas (Latcu), the first duke of Moldavia in the summer of 1370.

Her daughter, Anna, married to John Stratsmir, tsar of Vidin, called herself svetorodna: ‘born in holiness’/*born
from holy kindred” (GEORGIEVA, The Last Diplomatic Marriage, 492-493; BILIARSKY, Transmiterea si
legitimarea, 32).

“© Acta Urbani PP, V, nos. 180-d, 305-307; no. 193, 327; IONITA et al., AL WA, 507, 734.

See WINDECKE, Denkwiirdigkeiten, 316-317. Pankraz (Pancras) was one of the Eisheilige (Ice Saints).
Actes du Kutlumus, no. 36, 136.

WHELAN et al., The Moldavian Lady, 116-117, 128 (note 131). Alexander’s mother was the sister of Mir-
cea.

# TORGA, Notes et extraits, [V, no. 17, 26, 28-29 (the report sent by the Dominican John Stojkovi¢ of Ragusa,
in November 1436, from Constantinople, to the Council of Basel).

Vlad, maybe accompanied by his sons, personally paid homage to Murad in Brusa.

CIOCILTAN, fintre sultan si impdrat, 17791781 (with focus on Vlad’s Ottoman oath; according to
Stojkovi¢’s report to the Council of Basel from November 1436, the Wallachian voivodes swore to the sultan
more Ecclesie Grecorum).

WINDECKES, Denkwiirdigkeiten, 317.

The anonymous Terre hodierne Grecorum: LAMBROS, "Yropvnua, 364-365; IORGA, Notes et extraits,
1V, no. 17 [!], 34. The report shows that none of the seats was vacant and that both hierarchs were politically
relevant.

The clarification of the conciliarist/papal options of the Latin rite bishops in Wallachia and Moldavia and
also in Transylvania (1438-1439), as well as of the appointments operated in Basel and by Eugenius would
be most useful (Die Concordate, 316-324; Acta Eugenii PP IV, no. 773, 369-370). The below outlined case
of John Stojkovi¢ is more than eloquent in this respect.
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“anti-Papal” Council of Basel, endorsed also in Poland, ruled by the very young Wla-
dislaw III Jagiello.*® Moreover, in order to protect his Hungarian kingdom, Albert II had
been compelled to come to terms with Vlad II (by July 1439 the latest).”!

Even though, from the beginning until the end of the unionist talks in Italy, it would have
been in their power (and in their interest),>? neither the Byzantine emperor, nor the ecumeni-
cal patriarch replaced the metropolites of Ungroviachia and Severin with men of their con-
fidence.> Considering also that, as late as spring 1439 (at that time Vlad was again on good
terms with Albert),** John VIII unsuccessfully pleaded with Eugenius IV that Vlad II should
also be included in the crusader Church union (for he possessed ‘the bravest men in the
world’!),* we can only speculate as to the reasons (“besides”, the imperial West did not have
a man of Sigismund of Luxemburg’s standing and experience in Albert II of Habsburg™®).

The starting points are Gregory’s travels: from Constantinople to Rome and from Rome
to Buda. His Roman journey was seemingly “an experiment” of John VIII and Eugenius
IV (and Sigismund) that failed, likely because of the Greek rite Byzantine hostility trigge-
red by Gregory’s submission in Rome,”. This led to his replacement with Damian on the
ecclesiastical throne of Moldavia, who reluctantly signed the decree of union, which he
later rejected.”® What happened to Gregory’s centre of power, located ‘towards Wallachia’,
remains a mystery.*® At any rate, afterwards for the Papacy, Moldavia stood for the Wa-
llachians in their entirety (though Elias I was loyal to pro-Basel Jagiellonian Krakow),*
and the crusaders of Wladislaw III (elected also king of Hungary after Albert’s death in
October 1439, just three months after the conclusion of the union)®' and of John Hunyadi
(the recently appointed co-voivode of Transylvania and Vlad’s relative)® drove Vlad and
his sons into Ottoman exile (1442).%

@
3

STIEBER, Pope Eugenius 1V, 3944, 115-121; SMOLUCHA, Poland as the Bastion, 37.

MINEA, Vlad Dracul, 142-143; CIOCILTAN, Intre sultan si imparat, 1786-1787.

For the problems faced by both John VIII and Joseph II in securing — Greek rite — support even in Ferrara
and Florence, see also GILL, Joseph 11, 22-27. The efforts made to convince “Eastern delegates” to agree to
the union are relevant also in relation to archbishop Gregory, who, in spring 1436, had certainly become the
“pope’s agent”.

Two notes might be useful: (1) at the time of the fall of Byzantium, both hierarchs of Wallachia were on the
Bosporus (IORGA, Notes et extraits, IV, no. 9, 65; the often cited “report” of Bladick Samuel); (2) at Ferra-
ra-Florence, only Moldavia’s main hierarch (the metropolite in Suceava) was present (PILAT, intre Roma si
Bizant, 320-324; the recently anointed metropolite of Roman, “for southern Moldavia”, was absent and it
was speculated that he opposed Church union).

CIOCILTAN, intre sultan si impdrat, 1785—1786 (most relevant sources were already available in the 1970s).
DE LA BROUQUIERE, Voyage d’Outremer, 265 (16 March 1439).

See in comparison HODL, Albrecht II, and BURKHARDT et al., Concepts of Diversity.

POPESCU, Compléments et rectifications, 466—467.

BLANCHET, Scholarios, 472.

We must bear in mind that the de facto ruler of Transylvania was its bishop, George Lepes, very hosti-
le towards heretics (Hussites) and schismatics, whose policies caused a major rebellion soon afterwards
(HELD, The Peasant Revolt, 27-30).

Elias I and Vlad II lost their powers to Stephen 1I and to Basarab II (supported by John Hunyadi) at the same
time (July/August-September 1442) (REZACHEVICI, Cronologia critica, 1, 94, 489).

See also JEFFERSON, The Holy Wars, 4649, 103—104.

NAGYet al., Holloko6tol Esztergomig.

We recall that one of Murad’s conditions appended to his very generous peace offer of 1444 was the re-ent-
hronement of Vlad (ENGEL, Jdnos Hunyadi, 243245, 250-256).
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As to Vlad, in June 1439,% shortly before the conclusion of Union of Florence, he was
accused of being a schismatic by Michael, the abbot of the Cistercian Carta,* in southern
Transylvania (whom Vlad had tried to replace with a Latin rite priest from his capital,
Targoviste). Afterwards (and even after he was dethroned and executed by John Hunyadi
in late 1447),% in spite of frequently traitorous stands towards Buda, neither Vlad, nor his
successors were named schismatics in Hungary,®® as the Florentine union spread in the
realm.® This brings us to the issue of Vlad II’s Christian allegiance.™

4. “The Basel alternative”

By 1437, not only the Papacy, but also Venice had chosen Moldavia over Wallachia as
the state for and of the Wallachians.”' Next to Constantinople and Trebizond, Moldavia’s
main harbour, Cetatea Alba (Moncastro, Akkerman) was used as assembly point for the
Eastern delegates’ that sailed on Venetian galleys to the council in Italy.” Vlad Dracul's
traditionally divided Wallachia™ could not compete with that. The union to be decided in
Italy held no promise for Vlad. He was not Rome’s Wallachian choice.

Basel was certainly aware of this fact, when the council appointed a Dominican from
Ragusa, highly familiar with both Wallachia and Constantinople,” John Stojkovi¢, as
the Latin rite bishop of Wallachian Arges in October 1438.7 Stojkovi¢ was even cre-
ated cardinal tituli Sancti Sixti in October 144077 by Felix V, elected (anti-) pope by
the Council of Basel (November 1439), after the conclusion of the Union of Florence
(July 1439).” The Ragusan, who had enjoyed the favour of late Albert Il of Habsburg

 Urkundenbuch, V, no. 2342, pp. 28-30 (28 June 1439), the union was concluded less than ten days later (6
July 1439).

“In addition”, the Cistercians were quite divided between the Papal and the conciliarist camps (NOTHAFT
et al., Introduction).

For Vlad, Carta was his property. Yet Carta was not among the known Transylvanian fiefs of the rulers of
Wallachia.

PALL, Interventia lui Iancu de Hunedoara, 1068-1069; CAZACU, Dracula, 50-51.

In fact, no voivode of Wallachia (or of Moldavia) was named in the Hungarian realm (and by its represen-
tatives) a schismatic in the second half of the 15" century (for an overview of the sources: SIMON, From
Dragula to Cypelles, 158).

On this phenomenon, see (“viewed from the South-West””) PETKOV, From Schismatic to Fellow Christians,
176-182

In this and other respects, Barbu’s analysis (from 1994) is distorted by the “neglect” of Peri’s study (from
1983).

In relation to chiefly Stephen II of Moldavia, see also PIPPIDI, Despre inscriptiile, 81-84.

Previously (January 1436), conciliar envoys too had voyaged via Cetatea Alba (CECCONI, Studi storici, no.
26, 64).

3 ASVe, Senato, Deliberazioni. Misti, reg. 60, f. 117 (14 May 1437). The galley from (Moldavian) Cetatea Alba
reached Constantinople on 5 November 1437 (ASVe, Collegio, Secreti, reg. 4, ff. 225-226"), a month after
the arrival of “the fleet of the Council of Basel”, on 4 October 1437 (cf. already CAMPANA, Sailing into
Union, 113-115, 119).

On Wallachia’s inner divisions and local “boyar unions”: COMAN, Putere si teritoriu, 111-119, 142—146.
E.g., his frequently cited report from November 1436 in IORGA, Notes et extraits, [V, no. 17, 26-29.

See also TUILIER, Jean Stojkovi¢, 16.

77 For an overview of his career: TOMLJENOVIC, Prilozi; CONGAR, La place de Jean de Raguse.

Felix V resigned only in April 1449, more than two years after the death of Eugenius IV (February 1447). The
German reported conversion of Vlad Il Dracula after John Hunyadi, regent of Hungary and voivode — to
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( October 1439)” was in fact the first (and only) cardinal of predominantly Greek rite
Wallachia.

John Stojkovi¢ was in Constantinople at the time when Gregory of Moldovlachia sailed
to Rome at the beginning of 1436.%° General assumption was that in 1436, in Pope Euge-
nius IV’ name and with his blessing, Gregory had acted against the interests of John VIII
Palaiologos and of Sigismund of Luxemburg.®' This view is contradicted by the previo-
usly mentioned report on Gregory’s arrival in Buda (1 May) sent to Fantino Vallaresso,
archbishop of Crete,* by the servant (simply styled B in the preserved coeval copy)® of
Giovanni de Dominis, Papal legate for Hungary, bishop of Senj and future bishop of Ora-
dea.’* Gregory’s mission had been sanctioned by Byzantium and the pope had sent the
hierarch, empowered with vast Hungarian, Wallachian and Bulgarian authority, to Em-
peror Sigismund (10—11 March).® This reflects also on Stojkovic’s otherwise celebrated
Byzantine legation.

On 9 February, the same year, 1436, Stojkovi¢, together with fellow diplomat, Simon
Fréron®, had triumphantly reported back to the Fathers at the Council of Basel that Em-
peror John VIII and Patriarch Joseph II had summoned also the lords of Wallachia and
Moldavia (of Walachia Maior et Minor) for talks in Constantinople that summer in view
of the ecumenical council to be held under Basel’s auspices.?’ It was, at least, “an abort
signal” sent in relation to Gregory’s Roman and, then, Hungarian missions. Even though
relations between Byzantium and Basel remained strong, nothing became of this Greek
rite assembly, mainly because of delays in East-West communications.®® This, in additi-
on to Sigismund’s support (who, with Venice’s aid, tried to push through Buda as venue
for the ecumenical council), may have saved Gregory for a while, because Damian was
appointed new metropolite of Moldavia only shortly before October-November 1437.%
For Vlad nonetheless, the efforts of the Basel envoys in Constantinople were a welcome
respite for they placed a Byzantine question mark over the Wallachian grand-designs of

be — of Wallachia, executed Vlad II Dracul (and his first born son, Mircea) in November 1447 (ANNAS et
al., Geschichte und Geschichten, 193 (=Episode 1)), might have an additional meaning: Hunyadi removed an
adversary of the Papal unity of Christendom.

7 For Stojkovi¢’s missions and stay with Albert I, see HELMRATH, Das Basler Konzil, 364-370.

8 DELACROIX et al., Les Dominicains, 327-331; GADRAT, Un traité, 381-382.

81 Less than year before finding the source in BAV, Barb. Lat. 1809 and then Peri’s edition, we also shared this
view (SIMON, Un “comunicat de presa”, 104-105).

82 DESPOTAKIS, Fantino Vallaresso.

8 The source was last edited in VALLARESSO, Epistolario, no. I1I-9, 697—698.

8 PAJORIN, A4 bazeli zsinat hatdsa, 6. De Dominis, who died at Varna in 1444, is certainly worth a special
analysis.

8 We cite a few lines from the said report: (...) Graecus quidam metropolitanus de Constantinopoli VIII idus
Apriles Budam ad Caesarem quibusdam cum famulis et uno monacho religioso ut videtur probo applicuit,
qui litteras apostolicas videlicet commendatitias ad imperatorem portavit (...) Cum itaque imperator in-
tellexerit quid ipse metropolitanus per litteras domini nostri a maiestate Caesaris peteret, maiestas sacra
sereno vultu iucundoque animo versus Vlachiam miserat eum, ubi eidem debeat ecclesia una cum aliqua
possessione conferri (...) (BAV, Barb. Lat. 1809, 639-640).

8 CARDINI, Le concile de Ferrare, 47-48.

CECCONI, Studi Storici, no. 77, 202.

% GASTGEBER, Byzanz und das Konzil zu Basel und Ferrara, 146, 169—172.

® CECCONI, Studi storici, no. 179, 523-525; SYROPOULOS, “Mémoires”, 162-163.
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Eugenius and Sigismund, designs in which Vlad did not play the main part, in spite of the
support he still received from the emperor and king in Buda.”

5. East and West vs North and South?

Vlad II Dracul was, by all accounts,” a pragmatic ruler. His tumultuous relation with Si-
gismund of Luxemburg’s “illegitimate son”, John Hunyadi, speaks for itself.? For such a
figure, Church union was less about righteous beliefs and more about immediate earthly
profits (prior and after 1439).”

The dealings and double-dealings connecting “Westerners” and “Easterners” until Eu-
genius IV decided to hold the ecumenical council in Ferrara (September 1437), leading
to his excommunication by the Council of Basel, and the Greek rite delegates sailed
from Constantinopole (and Cetatea Alba and Trebizond) to Italy (November 1437)* al-
together gave Vlad more than enough political space. By April, that same year, only a
few months after he had secured his throne against the pro-Ottoman Wallachian party,
Vlad had (re)won the trust of Sultan Murad II, while remaining also the vassal of Sigi-
smund.” Viewed from a distance, he was establishing himself as a middleman between
worlds.

Vlad had no other options because in the Wallachian arrangements made by the Roman
Papacy, Byzantium and Buda while he was still a prince “in waiting” in Transylvania (and
revived even after Sigismund’s death and the inception of the Italian council) this member
of the Order of the Dragon had only, at best, a secondary role to play.” Telling enough for
those time, Vlad asserted himself in fact after he aided Murad to devastate Transylvania
(August 1438).°7 After that, the Council of Basel decided to transfer Transylvanian Paul
Peter(fy?), the long-serving Latin rite bishop of Arges (1421-1438) to Zagreb,” replacing
him in the centre of Wallachia with John Stojkovi¢ (February 1439),% favourably inclined
towards Vlad since November 1436 (when, however, Vlad fought Murad).!® The (po-
tential) impact of Stojkovi¢ (11443), in contact with officially pro-Papal Suceava (i.e.,

% E.g. MNL-OL, DL 44109 (14 November 1436; cf. Palosfalvi, From Nicopolis to Mohécs, 80, note 19).

See also AGRIGOROAETI, Literary Leakings.

ANDREESCU, Vlad Tepes, 13-30.

A comparison between Vlad II Dracul and George Brankovi¢ would be most welcome.

STIEBER, Pope Eugenius 1V, 38-39. We must emphasize that the pope’s decision predated Sigismund’s

death.

CIOCILTAN, Intre sultan si imparat, 1780. He was able to travel all the way to Brusa, in Asia Minor, where

he paid homage.

From his perspective, as the son of the once mighty Mircea I, Vlad could claim that Sigismund had betrayed

him.

7 PALL, Stiri noi, 17-22. Yet, in 1442, Murad accused Vlad of double-dealings during the campaign and im-

prisoned him

In relation to the diocese of Zagreb after Sigismund’s death, see also MATIC, Petar Kottrer, 20-25.

Cf. already Eubel (Hierarchia catholica, I, 105; II, 10, 94). It should be added that Stojkovi¢ died (October

1443) when Vlad II, and his sons (Vlad III and Radu III, not Mircea), were in the custody of Murad II

(summer 1442-spring 1444).

100 Stojkovié’s memoir to the Council of Basel (17 November) can also be found in lorga, Notes et extraits, no.
17, 26.
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Moldavia’s capital),'® on Vlad’s Wallachia remains to be determined as the issue belongs
to a larger picture.

The Union of Florence, with its prequels and its aftermath, was largely regarded as a
West-East affair, even though, “technically’, Rome and Constantinople laid in the South,
in relation to Central Europe (and, partially, even South-Eastern Europe).'” With, above-
all, the notable exception of the lands of old Kievan Rus’,'®® the South-North relation was
rather frequently neglected, albeit the fact that, since before the decree of the Florentine
union was publicly read in Buda,'* Greek rite Lazar, the son of George Brankovi¢, despot
of Serbia, was widely and openly taken into consideration as the next king of Hungary
(1439-1440).1% A review of the longitudinal connection, based on the case of Vlad II
Dracul of Wallachia, the father of the famous Vlad III the Impaler, might prove relevant.'%

SAZETAK

PRIJE I POSLIJE SIGISMUNDA:
VLAD II. DRAKUL I PITANJE CRKVENE UNIJE (1436. — 1440.)

Kompleksnost vladavine Vlada II. Drakule vidljiva je i u kontekstu crkvene politike. Viad
11., poznatiji je u povijesti kao otac Vlada III. Drakule, bio je osoba od povjerenja kralja
i cara Zigmunda Luksemburskog, dok je bio u krugu neprijatelja Janka Hunjadija. To se
ogledalo i u pitanju crkvene politike. Poznati Zigmundov san bilo je crkveno ujedinjenje,
dok je Hunjadi zastupao pitanje firentinske unije. Stoga je potrebno upitati se kakav je
bio stav Vlada II. prema tom pitanju. Vlaska nije bila zastupljena na papinskom kon-
cilu u Italiji, a ¢ini se da je Viad II. vise bio sklon koncilu u Baselu. Rad nudi pregled
njegove politike prema jugu na temelju nekoliko novih izvora, koji nude obrazlozenje
problematike na samom kraju Zigmundove viadavine dok je Viad II. bio jos uvijek samo
pretendent na prijestolje.

KLJUCNE RIJECI: Crkvena unija, Basel, Ferrara-Firenca, Eugen IV, Zigmund
Luksemburski, Viad II. Drakul

101 According to one of the Greek manuscripts in Stojkovi¢’s library (Nasturel, D’un document byzantin, 350,
note 24). We note that, in March 1412, at least, the manuscript had been in Wallachia (DRH, B, I, no. 36,
77-78).

12 One of the best-known consequences of this “divide” is the so-called Huntington line in the 1990s.

13 PHILIPPIDES et al., Cardinal Isidore, 100-109.

104 Cardinal Isidore’s Buda speech of March 1440 can be found in Acta slavica, “Documenta”, no. IV, 140-142.

1S MNL-OL, DF 239744 (14 January 1440); PALOSFALVI, From Nicopolis to Mohacs, 85, note 40.

1% A preliminary research of BML, Cod. Strozzi 33 (e.g. ff. 116Y, 122Y, 205", 208", 221"; up to 1 January 1443),
devoted to the Council of Basel, in which Stojkovi¢ features prominently, indicates that, in this case too,
“there is more to the story”.
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