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Two native grape varieties, Žilavka and brandy, have been cultivated here for a long 

in Čitluk, where various types of wines are showcased each year. Additionally, a new 

largest and only producer of grapes and wine. Two indigenous grape varieties, Žilavka 
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Izvorni znanstveni rad
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phylloxera (Cindrić, 1980).

(Cindrić, 1980).

routes (Fazinić, 1971).

thrived in specific regions. The Villa Rustica in Mogorjelo near Čapljina is a valuable 

cultivate them (Fazinić, 1971).
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obligations. Stećci, stone monuments dating back to the 12th century, often feature 

Herzegovina, and almost every Herzegovinian village has a stećci necropolis, with 
ed stećci is 

documents mentioning wine and grapevines have appeared (Cindrić, 1980).

pasha Rizvanbegović to expand 
agricultural areas and establish new vineyards (Fazinić, 1971).

Žilavka and Blatina as the most interesting varieties from Herzegovina's diverse 
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new and larger wineries were built in Ljubuški, Čitluk, and Stolac. During this time, 

Čitluk, Ljubuški, Čapljina, Stolac, and Trebinje. This period marked the export of 
Žilavka and Blatina to most European countries and even the first overseas exports. 

, Žilavka and Blatina 

– s varieties Žilavka and Blatina." 

types, has been discussed. Žilavka is said to carry the stam

site near Čitluk are also fascinating. Located on a rocky and inaccessible terrain, this 
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Vineyard is located not far from Čitluk, in the southern part of the Brotnjo plateau in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, along the Čitluk Žitomislići road. This 30

varieties, Žilavka and Bena. The management of the water regime during critical stages 
of vegetation is achieved through a drip irrigation system. Žilavka grapes gr

has been produced since 1990. The vineyard is owned by the Čitluk Winery (Vodič

Source: Photo by Jelica Galić, 2022.

above sea level: Posušje, as well as the peripheral parts of the municipalities of Široki 
Brijeg, Mostar, Stolac, Trebinje, and Bileća. In this z
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tile area between Ljubuško and Ljubinje), fields 
along the Neretva River (Bijelo, Mostarsko, Ševaš, and Gabela fields), Bregava 
(Vidovo), Trebišnjica (Popovo), fields in the Vrlika – – Trebižat river system 
(Bekijsko and Ljubuško vitinsko), Lištice ( –
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The origin of the name "Žilavka" is difficult to pinpoint precisely, but one assumption 

ce of Herzegovina. Žilavka is an autochthonous grape variety of 

thrives on shallow and karst soils, showing excellent resistance to drought. Žilavka 

a rich extract that sets Žilavka apart from other wines. Žilavka is a strong wine with 

prosciutto. Žilavka is characterized by its crystal clarity and is served at a temperature 
of 12°C (URL 2).

varieties such as Kambuša, Merlot, and Trnjak, which also serve as pollinators for 

20°C in well

Companion Varieties to Žilavka and Blatina
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Krkošija: Krkošija has irregular pollination due to the appearance of anomalies in the 

in the Brotnjo, Dubrava, and Ljubuško areas. It is less tolerant of drought and infertile 
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Lozovača (Loza): Lozovača is a grape rakija produced by distillation of noble 
varieties. Lozovača in circulation must contain 40 to 55% alcohol by volume and 

Medovača: Medovača is an alcoholic beverage with a base of grape brandy to which a 

medovača brandies are produced. However, most medovača brandies have a yellow

include a soil temperature of 8°C lasting for a minimum of 24 hours, rain, moisture on 
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ion of leaves. It is treated with chemical agents (Beš, 1996).

with chemical agents (Beš, 1996).

Herzegovina are Žilavka and Blatina. Quality testing of Žilavka and Blatina, in 

adaptation of Žilavka and Blatina to the soil and climate of Herzegovina.
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