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Some day some children will be digging
In some long forgotten ground

And theyll find our civilisation

Or what’s left of it to be found

They'll find the weapons of destruction
But buried deeper in the hole

Theyll find a message and a promise
In the sand, the potter’s bowl

Jednoga dana neka ce djeca kopati

u nekom davno zaboravljenom blaru,
i naici na nasu civilizaciju

il ono $to je od nje ostalo.

Iskopat ce oruzja razaranja,
ali kopajuéi dublje

pronadi ée poruku i obecanje
u pijesku: lonéarevu zdjelu.

John Denver, Potter’s Wheel
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Hellenistic Mouldmade Ware originated in Athens in the last quarter of the 3rd centu-
ry BCE, drawing inspiration primarily from metal prototypes. The production quickly
spread, with new workshops emerging in Asia Minor and throughout the eastern Aegean
region before establishing a presence in the central Mediterranean. The lonian-Adriatic
basin became one of the most significant areas involved in the production of this ceramic
class. Among the recognized production districts, the southern lllyrian district stands out,
with Durrés as its main centre. Several other sites likely functioned as satellite workshops
of Dyrrhachium, as evidenced by the strong similarities in the morphological and decora-
tive repertoire of the pottery produced.

Helenisticka keramika izradena u kalupu pojavijuje se u Ateni u posljednjoj cetvrtini
3. stoljeca pr. Kr., a nadabhnuce crpi ponajprije iz metalnib predlogaka. Proizvodnja se
brzo Siri preko novonastalib radionica w Maloj Aziji i diljem istocnoegejskog podrucja
te se uskoro ucvrséuje na podrulju srednjeg Mediterana. Jonsko-jadranski bazen posta-
Jje jedno od najvaznijib podrulja ukljucenih u produkciju ove kategorije keramike.
Medu poznatim proizvodnim podrucjima istice se podrucje juznog llirika, s Dracem
kao glavnim sredistem. Na nekoliko drugih lokacija vierojatno su djelovale satelirske
radionice Dirahija, na $to ukazuju izrazite slicnosti morfoloskog i dekorativnog reper-
toara izradene keramike.
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Hellenistic Mouldmade Ware stands as the
final major mainstream ceramic production
of the Hellenistic period and, at the same
time, the first category of pottery to become
mass-produced across the Mediterranean in
the 2nd century BC, facilitated by Rome’s ex-
panding political and commercial influence.
Susan Rotroff’s studies' have shown that the
production of mouldmade bowls originated
in Athens in the last quarter of the 3rd cen-
tury BC. From there, the technique spread
throughout the Aegean world, especially to
prominent centres in Asia Minor, such as
Ephesus.?

The production not only of Ephesus but also
of the Aegean-Eastern sector and Asia Minor
became one of the most widely exported ce-
ramics in the late Hellenistic Mediterranean,
alongside other pottery and especially ampho-
rae used to transport wine and other agricul-
tural products. Alongside these items, metal
and glassware were also widely traded.?

Together with ceramic vessels — made from a
more “humble” material — these goods reflect-
ed contemporary tastes and were accessible to
different social classes. Depending on their fi-
nancial means, individuals could afford either
luxury items or their more affordable coun-
terparts, such as ceramic vessels. A distinc-
tion can be made between ceramics produced
for a broad market and those intended for a
more localized customer, with objects circulat-
ing within a limited radius. While imported
goods — especially relief-decorated metal and
glass vessels — were reserved for individuals of
substantial wealth, mouldmade ceramic ves-
sels catered to an emerging social class. These
pieces played a crucial role in the democratiza-
tion of luxury, making refined aesthetics and

' ROTROFF 1982: 6-13; 2006.

2 ROGL2014.

> For the distribution of Micro-Asiatic Mouldmade Ware,
see SAHIN 2019 and DE MITRI 2023a: 145, ﬁg. 25. For
the distribution of goods in the Late Hellenistic period, see
the various contributions in AURIEMMA, ANTONAZ-
ZO, DE MITRI 2025, with bibliographical references on
individual pottery groups.

Helenisti¢ka keramika izradena u kalupu
posljednja je Siroko rasprostranjena kera-
micka produkcija helenistickoga razdoblja,
a ujedno i prva kategorija keramike koja ée
se tijekom 2. stoljeca pr. Kr. — potpomognu-
ta Sirenjem politickog i trgovackog utjeca-
ja Rima — masovno proizvoditi duz ¢itavog
Sredozemlja. Istrazivanja Susan Rotroff' po-
kazala su da je produkcija zdjela izradenih u
kalupu zapoéela u Ateni u posljednjoj cetvr-
tini 3. stoljeca pr. Kr. Odatle se tehnika pro-
sirila diljem egejskog svijeta, osobito prema
istaknutim sredistima u Maloj Aziji, kao $to
je Efez.?

Keramicka produkcija efeskih, kao i isto¢-
noegejskih te maloazijskih radionica postala
je jednom od najizvozenije keramike kasnohe-
lenistickog Sredozemlja, uz ostalu keramiku,
osobito amfore namijenjene prijevozu vina i
drugih poljoprivrednih proizvoda. Uz te pred-
mete, uvelike se trgovalo metalnim predmeti-
ma i staklom.?

Zajedno s keramickim posudama — izra-
denima od ,skromnijeg” materijala — ti su
predmeti odrazavali ukuse svoga vremena i
bili dostupni razli¢itim drustvenim slojevi-
ma. Ovisno o financijskim moguénostima,
pojedinci su si mogli priustiti ili luksuzne
predmete ili njihove pristupac¢nije inadice,
poput keramickih posuda. Mogudée je ra-
zlikovati keramiku proizvedenu za Siroko
trziSte od one namijenjene uzem krugu ku-
paca, pri ¢emu su predmeti cirkulirali unu-
tar ograni¢enog podrudja. Dok su uvozni
predmeti — osobito metalne i staklene po-
sude s reljefnim ukrasom — bili namijenjeni
bogatijim pojedincima, keramicko posude
izradeno u kalupu zadovoljavalo je potrebe
drustvene klase u nastajanju. Ti su predme-

' ROTROFF 1982: 6-13; 2006.

2 ROGL2014.

* O rasprostranjenosti maloazijske keramike izradene u
kalupu v. SAHIN 2019. i DE MITRI 2023a: 145, sl. 25. O
rasprostranjenosti dobara u kasnohelenisti¢kom razdoblju
v. razli¢ite priloge u: AURIEMMA, ANTONAZZO, DE
MITRI 2025, s bibliografskim referencijama za pojedine
keramicke skupine.
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FIGURE 1 A. Map with workshops of Mouldmade Hellenistic Ware in the Mediterranean. B. Map with workshops
of Mouldmade Hellenistic Ware in the Ionian-Adriatic basin (Basemap: ESRI Shaded relief) (made by C. De Mitri)
SLIKA 1. A. Karta s prikazom radionica helenisticke keramike izradene u kalupu na podrucju Sredozemlja;

B. Karta s prikazom radionica helenisticke keramike izradene u kalupu u jonsko-jadranskom bazenu (temeljna

karta: ESRI osjencani reljef) (izradio: C. De Mitri)

artistic trends accessible beyond the elite.*

Workshops producing these vessels, primar-
ily cups but also a variety of other forms in
smaller numbers, spread widely with the es-
tablishment of peripheral workshops yielding
varied outcomes. The significant mobility of
people during this period facilitated the circu-
lation of artisanal skills, as well as moulds and
the artisans themselves, leading to the creation
of production branches or entirely new manu-
facturing centres (Fig. 1A). It is therefore pos-
sible to identify production districts that expe-
rienced varying degrees of success.’

In the Ionian-Adriatic basin, several pro-
duction districts can be identified (Fig. 1B).
Some are well-documented due to the discov-
ery of direct evidence of ceramic production,
such as kilns and production waste. Others are
inferred based on secondary indicators that
suggest the presence of craft activities, which
did not always evolve into fully developed and
sustained production. This is exemplified by
findings limited to moulds, as seen in Rimini,
Ordona, Tyndari and Morgantina. At these

*  See DE MITRI 2023b for the concept of the democratiza-
tion of luxury applied to material culture studies.

*  An update on workshops in DE MITRI 2023a: 145-148
and BILDE 2024.

176

ti imali klju¢nu ulogu u ,demokratizaciji
luksuza” jer su ucinili profinjenu estetiku
i umjetnicke trendove dostupnima i izvan
krugova drustvenih elita.*

Radionice u kojima su se izradivale te po-
sude — ponajprije ¢ade, ali i niz drugih oblika
u manjem broju — naveliko su se Sirile uspo-
stavom perifernih radionica koje su proizvo-
dile razne inacice. Znacajna mobilnost lju-
di u tom razdoblju pospjesila je cirkulaciju
zanatskih vjestina, ali i kalupa, kao i samih
majstora, uslijed ¢ega su nastajali proizvod-
ni ogranci ili potpuno nova proizvodna sre-
dista (sl. 1A). Slijedom toga prepoznata su
proizvodna podrudja koja su dozivjela razlicit
stupanj uspjeha.’

U jonsko-jadranskom bazenu uoc¢avamo
nekoliko proizvodnih podru¢ja (sl. 1B).
Neka su od njih dobro dokumentirana za-
hvaljuju¢i otkri¢u izravnih dokaza kera-
micke produkcije, kao $to su keramicarske
pedi i proizvodni otpad. Na druga, pak, tek
ukazuju neizravni pokazatelji koji upucuju
na postojanje obrtni¢kog djelovanja koje

Za pojam ,,demokratizacije luksuza” primijenjen na prou-
¢avanje materijalne kulture v. DE MITRI 2023b.

> Azurirani podaci o radionicama kod: DE MITRI 2023a:
145-148; BILDE 2024.
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sites, although moulds or fragments of moulds
have been uncovered, the absence of associat-
ed artifacts — believed to have been produced
locally — either within the sites themselves or
their surrounding areas, makes it impossible to
define the characteristics of independent pro-
duction with certainty. It is worth emphasizing
that the production of mouldmade ceramics
was part of a broader framework of manufac-
turing activities, including the production of
other ceramic types and, most notably, am-
phorae. This model appears to include the
rich and complex production of central Ita-
ly, which is well known for the so-called Ita-
lo-Megarian pottery. The known production
sites to date include Cosa, Mevlana, Ocricoli,
and Tivoli. Further south, another production
district begins to take shape in the Campanian
area, with Pompeii and Naples.® On the east-
ern side of the Italian Peninsula, however, the
Apulo-Lucanian district stands out as the only
confirmed manufacturing hub for mould-
made pottery. In this region, at least three pro-
duction centres have been identified: Taranto,
Metaponto, and Herakleia. Additionally, nu-
merous artifacts attributed to Apulo-Lucanian
production have been discovered in the sur-
rounding territory.’

The same dynamism is also evident on the
opposite shore, where a substantial number
of workshops have been identified, starting in
the western Peloponnese and extending across
the entire eastern sector of the lonian-Adriat-
ic basin, particularly in its southern regions.
As a result, four main production districts
have been distinguished: Illyria, Epirus, Aeto-
lia-Acarnania, and the Peloponnese.®

The pottery production in ancient Illyrian
territories is documented in two primary re-
gions: the northern sector, encompassing Dal-

¢ For attestations in the Italian peninsula, see PUPPO 1995;
LEOTTA 2017;2019; MARTIN 2019.

7 DE MITRI 2024.

For the workshops in Epirus, Aetolia-Acarnania and Pelo-

ponnese see: SIEBERT 1978; GRAVANI 2001; TSANTI-

LA 2013; GAMBERINI 2020 and DE MITRI 2021.

nije nuzno evoluiralo u potpuno razvije-
nu, dugotrajnu produkciju. Takav je slucaj
s nalazima ograni¢enima na kalupe kakvi
su zabiljezeni u Riminiju, Ordoni, Tinda-
riju i Morgantini. Unato¢ nalazima kalupa
ili njihovih ulomaka, izostanak pripadaju-
¢ih artefakata (za koje se pretpostavlja da su
proizvedeni lokalno) na samim nalazistima
ili u njihovoj okolici onemoguéuje sigurno
odredivanje obiljezja samostalne keramicke
produkcije. Vaino je istaknuti da je pro-
dukcija keramike izradene u kalupu bila dio
sireg okvira proizvodnih djelatnosti koji je
ukljucivao i izradu drugih vrsta keramike,
osobito amfora. Taj model, ¢ini se, obuhva-
¢a bogatu i slozenu produkciju sredisnje Ita-
lije, poznatu po tzv. italo-megarskoj kerami-
ci. Do danas poznate proizvodne radionice
uklju¢uju Cosu, Mevlanu, Ocricoli i Tivoli.
Juznije, na podru¢ju Kampanije, s Pompe-
jima i Napuljem, nastat ¢e jo$ jedno kera-
micarsko srediste.® Istodobno se na isto¢noj
strani Apeninskog poluotoka osobito istice
apulsko-lukanijsko podrugje kao jedino po-
tvrdeno srediste izrade keramike u kalupu.
U toj su regiji prepoznata najmanje tri proi-
zvodna sredista: Taranto, Metaponto i Hera-
kleja. Osim toga, u okolnim su podruéjima
otkriveni brojni artefakti pripisani apulsko-
lukanijskoj produkciji.”

Ista se dinamika jasno o¢ituje i na suprotnoj
obali, gdje je prepoznat znatan broj radionica
koje se protezu od zapadnog Peloponeza preko
cjelokupnog isto¢nog dijela jonsko-jadranskog
bazena, osobito u njegovim juznim podrudji-
ma. Na temelju tih spoznaja razlikujemo Cetiri
glavna proizvodna podruéja: Ilirik, Epir, Etoli-
ja-Akarnanija i Peloponez.®

Keramicka je produkcija na podru¢ju an-
tickog llirika potvrdena u dvama glavnim

¢ Za potvrde na Apeninskom poluotoku v. PUPPO 1995;
LEOTTA 2017; 2019; MARTIN 2019.

7 DE MITRI 2024.

O radionicama u Epiru, Etoliji-Akarnaniji i na Pelopone-

zu v. SIEBERT 1978; GRAVANI 2001; TSANTILA 2013;

GAMBERINI 2020; DE MITRI 2021.
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matia, and the southern sector, corresponding
to present-day Albania.

In the central-northern sector, Dalmatian
pottery production is attributed to at least
three confirmed centres: Resnik, Vis, and Stari
Grad in Hvar/Pharos.” Zara (Zadar) may also
be included, as evidenced by the discovery of
a mould in the waters near the ancient settle-
ment, as well as at Sveti Klement (Pakleni Is-
lands, near Hvar), where fragments of moulds
have been found.'® Technical characteristics
allow the identification of two distinct groups.
The first is defined by a refined, relatively soft
grey clay with a dark grey coating. The second,
less common group, features ochre and brown
clays with brown or reddish-brown coatings.
The primary forms produced are two: the cup
and the krater. The krater is exclusively of the
chalice type, characterized by a tall, moulded
ring foot, a globular body with horizontal rod-
like handles close to the vessel walls, a flaring
neck, and an outwardly curved rim.

The cup appears in two main types: the mas-
toid form and the “bell-shaped” profile. Its rim
is flared with an inner surface that is variably
concave, and the base is either flat or equipped
with distinctive pedestals, often shaped like
shells. Additionally, hemispherical cups with
indistinct rims, resembling the so-called “De-
lian” or “Ionic” type, are also documented."!

This production shows a strong connection
with the southern Illyrian pottery tradition, as
demonstrated by finds at Resnik,'? where lo-
cally produced pieces bear potters’ signatures
similar to those from the Durrés workshop.

The southern Illyrian pottery produc-
tion is centred primarily in Durrés, the most
well-documented hub. The attested shapes
include the krater and, above all, the hemi-

°  For the presence of moulmade ware’s workshop in Dalma-
tia see: CARGO, MISE 2010; KAMENJARIN 2017; CAR-
GO, KAMENJARIN 2020; UGARKOVIC, PARAMAN
2020.

10 UGARKOVIC, KONESTRA 2018.

The characteristics of Dalmatian Moulmade Ware are dis-

cussed in BRUSIC 1999.

12 SESELJ 2008.
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regijama: u sjevernom dijelu, koji obuhvacda
Dalmaciju, te u juznom dijelu, koji odgovara
danasnjoj Albaniji.

Keramicka produkcija u sredi$njem i sjever-
nom, dalmatinskom, dijelu pripisuje se naj-
manje trima potvrdenim srediStima: Resniku,
Visu i Starom Gradu na Hvaru (Pharosu).’
Oito toj produkciji mozemo pridodati i Za-
dar, kako potvrduje otkri¢e kalupa u moru
pokraj anti¢kog naselja, kao i radionicu na Sv.
Klementu (Paklenski otoci u blizini Hvara)
gdje su pronadeni ulomci vise kalupa.'” Na
temelju tehnickih obiljezja mogude je razli-
kovati dvije zasebne skupine. Prvoj je skupi-
ni svojstvena procis¢ena, relativno meka siva
glina s tamnosivim premazom. Druga, manje
ucestala skupina izradivala se od glina oker
i smede boje sa smedim ili crvenkasto-sme-
dim premazom. Proizvodila su se uglavnom
dva osnovna oblika: zdjelica i krater. Krater
se javlja isklju¢ivo u tipu kaleza, s karakte-
risti¢cnom visokom profiliranom prstenastom
stopom, loptastim tijelom s vodoravnim, $ta-
pi¢astim ru¢kama polozenima uz stijenke po-
sude, prosirenim vratom i izvijenim obodom.

Zdjelica se pojavljuje u dva glavna tipa: ma-
stoidnom i zvonolikom obliku. Obod joj je
prosiren, unutra$nja povrsina varijabilno kon-
kavna, a dno ravno ili s prepoznatljivim posta-
mentom, ¢esto u obliku skoljki. Zabiljezene su
i polukuglaste zdjelice s neizrazenim obodom,
sli¢ne , delijskom” ili ,,jonskom” tipu.'!

Ta produkcija ukazuje na snaznu povezanost
s juznoilirickom keramicarskom tradicijom,
kako potvrduju nalazi iz Resnika,' gdje lo-
kalno izradeni primjerci nose potpise loncara
sli¢cne onima iz dracke radionice.

Juznoiliricka keramicka produkcija kon-
centrirana je ponajprije u Dra¢u kao najbolje

® O postojanju radionica za izradu keramike u kalupu u
Dalmaciji v. CARGO, MISE 2010; KAMENJARIN 2017;
CARGO, KAMENJARIN 2020; UGARKOVIC, PARA-
MAN 2020.

10 UGARKOVIC, KONESTRA 2018.

Obiljezja dalmatinske keramike izradene u kalupu objas-

njena su u: BRUSIC 1999.

12 SESELJ 2008.
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spherical cup of the Delian type, often bear-
ing the potter’s signature on the exterior base.
The most frequently recurring names are
APICTHN and CQTINQC." Although no
monographic studies on this production exist,
the analysis of late Hellenistic and roman ar-
tefacts, combined with autoptic observations,
makes it possible to identify certain technical
and manufacturing features. Several clay fabric
varieties have been identified, most frequently
light beige to pale orange with abundant white
inclusions. The glaze likewise exhibits a range
of shades, from bright, well-sintered orange to
thin, unsintered coatings in brown to reddish
hues.™

The discovery of a mould at Apollonia,
Amantia and Triport, a stamp from Byllis,
suggest the existence of other workshops and
a broader distribution network within various
Ilyrian regions.” This is further corroborated
by data from Zgérdhesh, which enriches our
understanding of this dispersed production.

The forms produced in the southern sector
mirror those of Dalmatian pottery — chalice
kraters and cups — but differ in that the char-
acteristic grey finish of Dalmatian ceramics is
absent. The distribution pattern indicates a
predominantly local dissemination, with a few

exceptions on the Italian coast.'®

Zgérdhesh, located in the hinterland of Dur-
rés, covers an area of 10 hectares in the shape
of an isosceles triangle surrounded by walls
and extends along the slope of a small hill with
terraced levels (Fig. 2). Excavations started in
the 1970s have identified occupation from the
Classical period up to the 2nd century BC.
During the Middle to Late Imperial period,
the presence of a small demographic nucleus
is documented by a necropolis. A workshop
for Hellenistic amphorae has been linked to

3 HIDRI 1988.

4 SHEHI2014: 112-126.

15 A preliminary overview of the production and circulation
of Mouldmade Ware in Albania is in: SHEHI, GALATY
2015; for Apollonia see BARRIERE 2022: 54.

¢ DE MITRI 2023a: 153-158.

dokumentiranom sredistu. Potvrdeni obli-
ci ukljucuju krater te, u prvome redu, po-
lukuglaste zdjelice delijskog tipa, koje cesto
nose potpis lon¢ara na vanjskoj strani dna.
Najcesée se pojavljuju imena APICTHN i
CQTINQC." lako nisu napravljene mono-
grafske studije te produkcije, analiza kasno-
helenistickih i rimskih artefakata u kom-
binaciji s izravnim opaZzanjima omoguduje
prepoznavanje odredenih tehnoloskih i pro-
izvodnih obiljezja. Uoceno je nekoliko vari-
janti glinene fakture, najcesc¢e svijetlobez do
blijedonarancaste boje, s obiljem bijelih pri-
mjesa. Glazura takoder pokazuje niz nijansi
— od jarkonarancastog, dobro sinteriranog do
tankog, nesinteriranog premaza u smedim i
crvenkastim tonovima.'*

Otkric¢e kalupa u Apoloniji, Amantiji i Tri-
portu te ziga u Bilisu upuéuje na postojanje
drugih radionica i Sire mreZe rasprostranje-
nosti unutar razlicitih ilirickih podruéja.”® To
dodatno potvrduju podaci sa Zgérdhesha, koji
obogatuju nase razumijevanje ove rasirene
produkcije.

Oblici izradeni u juznom sektoru tipi¢ni su
za dalmatinsku keramiku — kalezasti krateri i
zdjelice — no razlikuju se po tome $to im ne-
dostaje karakteristi¢n sivi premaz prisutan kod
dalmatinskih primjeraka. Obrazac rasprostra-
njenosti upuduje na pretezito lokalnu raspro-
stranjenost, s tek nekoliko iznimaka na talijan-
skoj obali."

Zgérdhesh, smjesten u zaledu Draca, zauzi-
ma povr$inu od 10 hektara u obliku jednako-
kra¢nog trokuta opasanog zidinama te se pro-
teze duz padine manjeg terasasto oblikovanog
brezuljka (sl. 2). Iskopavanja zapoceta 70ih
godina XX. stolje¢a potvrdila su naseljenost
lokaliteta od klasi¢nog razdoblja do 2. sto-
lje¢a pr. Kr. Postojanje manjeg naseobinskog

3 HIDRI 1988.

4 SHEHI2014: 112-126.

Preliminarni pregled produkcije i rasprostranjenosti kera-
mike izradene u kalupu u Albaniji v. u: SHEHI, GALATY
2015, za Apoloniju v. BARRIERE 2022: 54.

¢ DE MITRI 2023a: 153-158.
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the site, but this claim
remains unconfirmed.!” ( i

Since 2017, new ar-
chaeological excavations '
at Zgérdhesh have been
carried out by an Al-
banian-German team »
under the direction '
of Elvana Metalla and
Thomas

they are still ongoing.'®

Mauer, and

To initiate a systemat-
ic study of the ceramic
material, a preliminary '
analysis was conducted 7
on artifacts preserved S
at the Institute of Ar- :
chaeology in Tirana,

W

originating from the
most recent excavations.
This study has made it
possible to establish the
primary chronology of

\
w
ninm \\;\

N

the archaeological con-
text under investigation
and to identify the first
characteristics of the
attested ceramic types.

The research involved a

Kalaja e Zgerdheshit

Plan paraprak (prill 2017)
Skice: Dr. Thomas Mauer

[ ]
(%]

sredista u srednjem i
kasnom carskom raz-
doblju potvrduju nalazi
nekropole. Uz nalaziste
se povezuje i radionica
helenistickih
no ta tvrdnja zasad nije

amfora,

potvrdena.'”
z Od 2017. u tije-
. ku su novija arheo-
loska istrazivanja na
Zgérdheshu koja pro-
/ vodi albansko-njemac-
i | ki tim pod vodstvom
Elvane Metalle i Tho-
masa Mauera.'®
Kako bi se potaknulo
sustavno  istrazivanje
keramickog materija-
la, provedena je preli-
minarna analiza pred-
meta pohranjenih u
Institutu za arheologi-
ju u Tirani koji potje-
¢u iz najnovijih kam-
panja.  Zahvaljujuéi
tom istrazivanju utvr-

dena je primarna kro-
100 m

nologija

arheoloskog

direct examination of all F1GURE 2 Map of Zgérdhesh with excavation areas
ceramic fragments, with indicated (after Metalla, Mauer 2017)

SLIKA 2. Karta Zgérdhesha s oznacenim zonama
iskopavanja (prema: Metalla, Mauer 2017)

a particular focus on
specific categories such
as transport containers and fine tableware, as
these are more likely to provide valuable infor-
mation regarding chronology, provenance, and
circulation. Overall, the material is chronolog-
ically homogeneous, predominantly dating to
the Late Hellenistic period (late 3rd—early 1st
century BC), although some specimens may

date back to the earlier Hellenistic phase (4th—

17" Information related to old excavations can be found in
ISLAMI 1972; 1973; KARAISKAI 1977; PAPAJANI 1977;
GILKES 2013; MODERATO 2021.

18 METALLA, MAUER 2018; 2021; 2022; METALLA, MA-
UER, TOTA 2020.
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konteksta koji je pred-
met proucavanja te su
prepoznata najvaznija
potvrdenih
tipova keramike. Istrazivanje je obuhvatilo

obiljezja

izravan pregled svih ulomaka keramike, s
osobitim naglaskom na odredene kategori-
je, kao $to su posude za transport odnosno
fina stolna keramika, budu¢i da ¢e one pri-
je pruziti dragocjene podatke o kronologiji,
podrijetlu i rasprostranjenosti. Sve u svemu,
grada je kronoloski homogena i pretezito se

7" Podaci o starijim istraZivanjima dostupni su u: ISLAMI
1972;1973; KARAISKAI 1977; PAPAJANI 1977; GILKES
2013; MODERATO 2021.

' METALLA, MAUER 2018; 2021; 2022; METALLA, MA-
UER, TOTA 2020.
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3rd century BC). Scattered medieval fragments
were found throughout all excavation areas,
while in Areas 1 and 2, Late Imperial fragments
— contemporary with the necropolis explored
both in these recent excavations and in past in-
vestigations — were also identified. In particular,
Area 4 is dominated by Late Hellenistic materi-
als, primarily common wares (both coarse and
kitchen pottery). Numerous production indi-
cators were found in this area, including kiln
waste and vitrified fragments, primarily related
to coarse ware. However, it remains unclear
whether amphorae were also produced here.

Area 6 contains a significant amount of Late
Hellenistic material, with a repertoire consist-
ent with that documented across the Mediter-
ranean during this period. Notably, a substan-
tial number of Hellenistic relief pottery and
red-gloss ceramics, both of clear Durrés origin,
were identified. The assemblage also includes
a high number of closed-form vessels, such
as small amphorae, jars, and possibly hydriai,
distinguished by ribbed strap handles and ex-
ternal red gloss. Adriatic amphorae were well
represented, while Ionian-Aegean or Eastern
Aegean examples were fewer in number.

In Area 9, the material record closely resem-
bles that of the Area 6, with a predominance
of Late Hellenistic ceramics. However, this
area yielded a greater variety of other artifacts,
including conical loom weights, dolia, and
millstones, suggesting evidence of productive
activities.

Mouldmade Ware is attested only in the
form of bowls comparable to examples pro-
duced in Durrés. Morphologically, these bowls
are semi-circular with a deep basin, featuring
a smooth upper part, while the decoration
extends over the lower part of the basin. The
decorative motifs also fall within the known
repertoire of the Illyrian area. In particular, a
recurring motif with twisted lines, us a “pseu-
do-godron” (Fig. 3/2-7), finds a comparison
with a mould from Durrés.”” The imbricated

¥ SHEHI, GALATY 2015.

datira u kasnohelenisticko razdoblje (kraj 3.
— pocetak 1. st. pr. Kr.), iako se neki pri-
mjerci mogu pripisati ranijoj helenisti¢koj
fazi (4. — 3. st. pr. Kr.). U svim zonama iska-
panja pronadeni su razasuti srednjovjekov-
ni ulomci, dok su u zonama 1 i 2 prepo-
znati i kasnocarski ulomci — istovremeni s
nekropolom istrazivanom i u ovim novijim
i u ranijim iskapanjima. Osobito se u zoni
4 isticu kasnohelenisticki nalazi, ponajprije
kuéansko posude (grublja i kuhinjska kera-
mika). U tom su podrudju pronadeni brojni
pokazatelji produkcije, uklju¢ujuéi otpad iz
keramicarskih peéi i vitrificirane ulomke,
koji se ponajprije povezuju s grubom kera-
mikom. Ipak, ostaje nejasno jesu li se ondje
proizvodile i amfore.

Zona 6 sadrzava znatnu koli¢inu kasnohele-
nistickog materijala, s repertoarom koji odgo-
vara onome dokumentiranom diljem Sredo-
zemlja iz tog razdoblja. Osobito je zabiljezen
velik broj helenisticke reljefne keramike i cr-
veno premazane keramike, pri ¢emu su obje
viste bez dvojbe podrijetlom iz Draca. Zbirka
obuhvaca i velik broj zatvorenih oblika posu-
da, kao $to su manje amfore, vréevi i vjerojat-
no hidrije, koji se odlikuju rebrastim traka-
stim ruc¢kama i vanjskim crvenim premazom.
Jadranske su amfore dobro zastupljene, dok su
jonsko-egejski i isto¢noegejski primjerci manje
brojni.

U zoni 9 materijalni je sklop vrlo sli¢an ono-
me iz zone 6, pri ¢emu prevladava kasnohele-
nisticka keramika. Medutim, ta je zona iznijela
raznolikije ostale predmete, ukljuéujudi stoza-
ste utege za tkalacki stan, dolije i Zrvnjeve, koji
upuduju na proizvodne aktivnosti.

Keramika izradena u kalupu potvrdena je
samo u obliku zdjelica usporedivih s primjer-
cima izradenima u Dracu. S morfoloskog as-
pekta zdjele su polukruzne, dubokoga tijela
s glatkim gornjim dijelom i dekoracijom na
donjem dijelu tijela posude. Dekorativni mo-
tivi takoder pripadaju poznatom repertoaru
ilirickoga podru¢ja. Osobito se istice ponav-
ljgju¢i motiv isprepletenih linija, tzv. ,pseu-
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F1GURE 3 Mouldmade Ware from Zgérdhesh (drawing by F. Malinconico)
SLIKA 3. Keramika izradena u kalupu iz Zgérdhesha (crtezi: F. Malinconico)

leaf motif (Fig. 3/8) is also widely distribut-
ed, appearing both in moulds found in Durrés
and Resnik and in pottery circulating in the II-
lyrian region, as seen, for example, in Budva.?

20 SESELJ 2021.
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dogodron” (sl. 3/2-7), usporediv s kalupom iz
Draca.”” Motiv preklopljenih listova (sl. 3/8)
takoder je $iroko rasprostranjen — pojavljuje se
i na kalupima pronadenima u Drac¢u i Resniku

¥ SHEHI, GALATY 2015.
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FIGURE 4 Production indicators from Zgérdhesh (drawing by F. Malinconico)
SLIKA 4. Pokazatelji produkcije iz Zgérdhesha (crtezi: F. Malinconico)

Less common is the motif featuring heart-
shaped leaves (Fig. 3/9) or leaves with serrated
edges (Fig. 3/10), which is primarily found in
the Dalmatian area. This motif, also referred
to as “scale-like,” would later become a re-
curring feature on Middle Adriatic grey thin-
walled pottery of the Imperial period.?! On the
exterior bottom of a bowl, a signature can be
identified, likely composed of three letters, of
which the last two are recognizable as /../ITA
(Fig. 3/11). The presence of a mark or mon-
ogram is a very common practice, with paral-
lels found in the Dalmatian region, where the
K(appa) A(lpha) T(heta) master potter/work-
shop has been identified as part of a northern
Illyrian atelier.?

2 MENOZZI 1995.
2 Communication by Igor Borzi¢ and Martina Celhar at the
6th IARPotHP Conference held in Catania in October 2023.

te na keramici koja je kruzila ilirickim podru¢-
jem, primjerice u Budvi.*

Rjedi su motivi koji prikazuju srcolike listo-
ve (sl. 3/9) ili listove nazubljenih rubova (sl.
3/10), koji se pretezito javljaju na dalmatin-
skom podrudju. Taj motiv, poznat i kao ,lju-
skasti”, kasnije ¢e postati ucestalo obiljezje
stednjojadranske sive keramike tankih stijenki
iz carskog razdoblja. Na vanjskom dnu jed-
ne zdjele prepoznaje se potpis, vjerojatno sa-
stavljen od triju slova, od kojih su posljednja
dva vidljiva kao /../[TA (sl. 3/11). Postojanje
oznake ili monograma vrlo je desta pojava, s
analogijama zabiljezenima u dalmatinskom
podrudju, gdje je djelovao majstor ili loncarska
radionica K(apa) A(Ifa) T(eta) prepoznata kao

20 SESELJ 2021.
2 MENOZZI 1995.
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FIGURE 5 Southern Illyria and Western Macedonia attestation of Mouldmade Hellenistic Ware: A findspot;
workshop (Basemap: ESRI Shaded relief; Ancient road layer: Ancient World Mapping Center, https://awmc.unc.
edu/gis-data/)(made by C. De Mitri)
SLIKA 5. Nalazi helenisticke keramike izradene u kalupu u juznom Iliriku i zapadnoj Makedoniji: A nalaziste; =
radionica (temeljna karta: ESRI osjencani reljef; sloj antickih prometnica: Ancient World Mapping Center, https://
awmc.unc.edu/gis-data/)) (izradio: C. De Mitri)

Finally, the decoration on the specimen in
fig. 3.12, which is difficult to interpret, finds
a comparison with an unpublished bowl from
Pogradec, in the museum of the Institute of
Archaeology in Tirana.

Most of the material from Area 4 suggests
the presence of a ceramic workshop at the
site: vitrified fragments, possibly kiln waste,
and distinctive objects. Among these are frag-
ments of small pots (Fig. 4/1-3), allowing for
the reconstruction of a complete example
(Fig. 4/4) with an estimated height of 7 cm
and a rim diameter of approximately 5.5 cm.
This reconstruction is consistent with the in-
terpretation of pottery spacers,” a hypothesis

# On pottery spacers see CRACOLICI 2003 and FUSI 2020.
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dio sjevernoiliricke radionice.”

Kona¢no, dekoracija na primjerku sa slike
3/12, koju je tesko tumaciti, ima analogiju u
neobjavljenoj zdjeli iz Pogradeca, pohranjenoj
u muzeju Instituta za arheologiju u Tirani.

Veéina grade iz zone 4 upucuje na postoja-
nje keramicarske radionice na nalazistu: vitri-
ficirani ulomci, mogu¢i otpad iz keramicar-
ske peéi te razliciti karakteristiéni predmeti.
Medu njima su ulomci manjih posuda (sl. 4/1
— 3) na temelju kojih je moguce rekonstrui-
rati cjelovit primjerak (sl. 4/4) procijenjene
visine od 7 cm i promjera oboda od priblizno
5,5 cm. Ta se rekonstrukcija uklapa u hipote-

2 Tzlaganje Igora Borzi¢a i Martine Celhar na 6. konferenciji
IARPotHP, odrzanoj u Cataniji u listopadu 2023.


https://awmc.unc.edu/gis-data/)(made
https://awmc.unc.edu/gis-data/)(made
https://awmc.unc.edu/gis-data/)
https://awmc.unc.edu/gis-data/)
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further supported by the presence of at least
one ring-shaped pottery spacer (Fig. 4/5).
Additionally, a base with incised decorations
on the interior was discovered (Fig. 4/6).
Although its function remains uncertain, it
may be interpreted — albeit tentatively — as
a mould or an object related to the chaine
opératoire of ceramic production. These pro-
duction indicators confirm the existence of
a workshop at the site. Based on the finds,
although it is not possible to determine with
certainty which types of vessels were pro-
duced, Zgérdhesh could be considered a “sat-
ellite” production centre of Durrés.

The production model of southern Illyr-
ia seems to trace existing craft experiences in
neighbouring areas: such as the Epirus and
Macedonian ones (Fig. 5). There were main
workshops located in the most interconnected
centres in a commercial and economic net-
work and then branches in secondary centres
that were probably mainly intended to pro-
duce consumer goods locally (Tab. 1). In in-
land sites, locally produced ceramics prevail,
also favoured by the road system, which in
some cases may have also facilitated the arrival
of imported goods.

Imported ceramics, on the other hand,
are more frequently documented at coast-
al sites or those more directly connected to
them. This is actually a fairly common or-
ganisation even further north in Dalmatia
and, on the opposite shore, in Italy. These
are therefore production districts in which
specific classes of mouldmade ware are rec-
ognised, produced in workshops scattered
across a culturally homogenous territory,
where however primary production centres
and other satellite ones can be identified, as
is the case of Vis in Dalmatia and Durrés in
Albania, for example.

The transmission of the craft skills at the ba-
sis of production took place thanks to those
exchanges activated precisely by the presence
of the Romans in the commercial, political
and cultural circuits of the Mediterranean in

zu o keramic¢kim razdjelnicima® koju dodat-
no podupire nalaz najmanje jednog prstena-
stog keramickog razdjelnika (sl. 4/5). Osim
toga, otkriveno je i dno s urezima ukrasenom
unutrasnjos¢u (sl. 4/6). lako njegova funkcija
ostaje nejasna, moguce ga je — barem okvir-
no — interpretirati kao kalup ili predmet po-
vezan s lancem operacija (chaine opératoire)
u proizvodnom postupku izrade keramickih
posuda. Ti pokazatelji produkcije potvrduju
postojanje radionice na lokalitetu. Iako nije
mogude sa sigurno$éu utvrditi koje su se vr-
ste posuda ondje proizvodile, Zgérdhesh se
na temelju nalaza moze smatrati ,satelitom”
proizvodnog sredista u Dracu.

Cini se da juznoiliricki model produkcije
slijedi postoje¢e obrtnicke prakse u susjednim
podru¢jima, poput epirskoga i makedonskoga
(sl. 5). Postojale su glavne radionice smjestene
u medusobno najpovezanijim sredistima trgo-
vacke i gospodarske mreze te njihovi ogranci u
sekundarnim sredistima koji su vjerojatno bili
usmjereni u prvom redu na lokalnu produk-
ciju potro$ne robe (tab. 1). Na lokalitetima u
unutra$njosti prevladava lokalno izradena ke-
ramika, zacijelo i zahvaljuju¢i mrezi prometni-
ca koja je u nekim slu¢ajevima mogla olaksati
i dolazak uvozne robe.

S druge strane, uvozna je keramika ¢es¢i na-
laz na priobalnim lokalitetima ili onima koji
su s njima izravno povezani. Takva je organi-
zacija zapravo prili¢no uobicajena i sjevernije,
u Dalmaciji, kao i na suprotnoj obali, u Ita-
liji. Rije¢ je, dakle, o proizvodnim podrugji-
ma u kojima su prepoznate odredene skupi-
ne keramike izradene u kalupu, proizvedene
u radionicama razasutima unutar kulturno
homogenog prostora, unutar kojega se ipak
mogu razlikovati glavna proizvodna sredista i
njihovi sateliti — primjerice Vis u Dalmaciji i
Dra¢ u Albaniji.

Prijenos obrtnic¢kih vjestina na kojima se te-
meljila produkcija odvijao se zahvaljujudi raz-

# O keramickim razdjelnicima v. CRACOLICI 2003; FUSI
2020.
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TABLE 1 Southern Illyria and Western Macedonia attestation of Mouldmade Hellenistic Ware and moulds (made

by C. De Mitri)

TABLICA 1. Nalazi helenisticke keramike izradene u kalupu te kalupa u juznom Iliriku i zapadnoj Makedoniji

(izradio: C. De Mitri)

Site / Country / Moulds / References /
Lokalitet Drzava Kalup Literatura
Risan DYCZEK et. al 2020.
Budva Montenegro SESEL]J 2021.
Marshej SHEHI 2023.
Kodér Boks SHEHI 2023.
Kratul FISTANI 1983.
Skhodra RIBERA, HERAS 2020.
Ganjolle LAHI 1993; SHEHI, GALATY 2015.
Vau i Dejés HOXHA, OETTEL 2022.
Bushat LAHI 1995.
Pecé SHEHI, GALATY 2015.
Lissos KOGLER 2019; 2021.
Peshkopi KOCOLLARI 2021.
Desjakes BUNGURI 2018.
Hamallaj NURE 1989; 1990.
Zgerdhesh in this paper
Durres X HIDRI 1988; SHEHI, GALATY 2015; MARTZ, SHEHI
2023.

Gradishte Albania CEKA 1974.
Apollonia X ROCHERON 2019; BARRIERE 2022.
Dimal DAUTA]J 2009-2010; FENN, ROMER-STREHL 2016.
Margellig MUCA]J 1977-1978.
Byllis X | VREKA 1997.
Nikaia SHEHI, GALATY 2015.
Triport X BERETT 1988.
Kanina KOMATA 1991.
Orikos DE MITRI 2021.
Amantia X ANAMALI 1972.
Antigonea BUDINA 1972.
Selce e Poshtme CEKA 1972; SHEHI, GALATY 2015.
Pogradec Unpublished
Symize LERA 1992; SHEHI, GALATY 2015.
Gorice Unpublished
Lychnidos BITRAKOVA GROZDANOVA 2000.
Golem Grad BITRAKOVA GROZDANOVA 1989.
Krani BITRAKOVA GROZDANOVA 1995.
Zgropolci NIKOLOVA 2011.
Stobi North Macedonia X ANDERSON-STOJANOVIC 1992.
Mazuciste MITKOSKI, TEMELKOSKI 2019.
Kukul - Baba MITKOSKI, TEMELKOSKI 2020.
Dolishte JAKIMOVSKI, TEMELKOSKI, ANGELOVSKI 2021.
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Site / Country / Moulds / References /
Lokalitet Driava Kalup Literatura
Bedem - Styberra TEMELKOSKI 2021.
Isar-Marvinci X STOKOLOVSKA 1986.
Gloska Cuka North Macedonia BLAZEVSKA, PAVLOVSKI 2010.
Vardarski Rid X I;&S;gggl(;ézsgASOVSKA DIMITRIOSKA 1999;
Heraclea Lyncestis
Florina NAOUM 2023.
Petres X
Pella X AKAMATIS 1993.
Tessalonica NAOUM 2023.
Beroea X AKAMATIS 1993.
Vergina X PHAKLARES 1983.
Polymylos Greece NAOUM 2023.
Aiani X KARAMITROU-MENTESSIDI 2008.
Kozani
Magoula
Sianicd KARAMITROU-MENTESSIDI 1993.
Platania
Grevena NAOUM 2023.

the 2nd century BC.* Thus, peripheral and
regional productions were born that originat-
ed from Greek models, the diffusion of which
could take place with the circulation of the
moulds but also of craft skills that travelled
with the people who moved.”
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mjenama koje je potaklo upravo prisustvo Ri-
mljana u trgovackim, politickim i kulturnim
krugovima Sredozemlja u 2. stolje¢u pr. Kr.*
Tako su iznikle periferne i regionalne produk-
cije proizasle iz grckih uzora, dije je Sirenje bilo
mogucée zahvaljujudi cirkulaciji ne samo kalu-
pa, nego i obrtni¢kih vjestina koje su prenosili
ljudi tijekom seoba.”
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2 O mobilnosti . ERDKAMP 2008 i MOATTI 2018.
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