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BETWEEN CROATIAN HISTORIOGRAPHY AND INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMEN-
TALHISTORY NETWORKS: TWO DECADES OF THESOCIETY FOR CROATIAN ECO-
NOMIC HISTORY AND ECOHISTORY/ENVIRONMENAL HISTORY (2005-2025)

The institutionalization of new historiographical approaches typically depends on the creation of
organizational frameworks that enable sustained scholarly communication, publication, and the circula-
tion of knowledge. In Croatia, environmental history began to develop more systematically in the early
twenty-first century. An important role in that process was played by the Society for Croatian Economic
History and Ecohistory/Environmenal History, founded on 1 July 2005 at the Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences, University of Zagreb.

From the outset, the Society was conceived not merely as a professional association but as a platform
for the development of environmental history—then still only weakly institutionalized in Croatian histo-
riography—as well as for the revitalization of economic history. A crucial step in this direction was the
launch, in the same year, of the journal Economic and Ecohistory. The first issue appeared in 2005 in coop-
eration with the publishing house Meridijani, with the participation of the international research project
Triplex Confinium and the Economic History Section of the Croatian National Committee for Historical
Sciences. From the beginning, the Society thus combined organizational activity with the creation of a
lasting scholarly infrastructure.

An important component of its early work was the popularization of environmental history. Public
lectures were organized in Koprivnica, Zagreb, and other towns, while members of the Society also con-
tributed to the preparation of teaching materials for primary schools and participated in activities related
to Earth Day. These initiatives indicate that environmental history was understood not only as an academic
field but also as a form of publicly engaged scholarship.

By 2011, the Society had consolidated its activities and established a recognizable position within
Croatian historiography. A series of scholarly conferences addressed various aspects of environmental
and regional history, including “The Sava River and Zagreb” (2009), “Humanism and the Renaissance in
Podravina” (2009), and “The Industrialization of Koprivnica and the Podravina Region” (2011). At the same
time, publishing activities were strengthened, most notably through the edited volume Ecohistory of the
Drava River (2011). These developments indicate that the Society had moved beyond its initial phase and
become a stable scholarly actor.

The period between 2011 and 2013 was marked by further institutional consolidation and by a shift
towards digital dissemination. The launch of the Society’s website and the inclusion of the journal on the
Hrcak portal significantly increased the accessibility and visibility of its publications. International schol-
arly conferences continued to be organized, among them the conference “The Environmental History of the
Mura—Drava Regional Park Area” (2012). At the same time, publishing activities intensified, including the
monograph Border Societies and the Environment (2012), which further strengthened the Society’s profile
within Croatian historiography.

By the mid-2010s, the Society had reached a level of institutional maturity. The journal continued to
appear regularly, including thematic issues devoted to the Mura River, the history of environmental move-
ments, and sustainability. In 2014, the Society co-organized an international conference on the history of
environmental movements and ecological thought in Zagreb, in cooperation with the Ivo Pilar Institute of
Social Sciences. It also participated in teaching activities in collaboration with Arizona State University,
reflecting an increasing degree of international academic integration.

The period after 2015 was characterized by consolidation combined with a more pronounced interna-
tional orientation. The Society continued to organize scholarly conferences, including “Lake Soderica in
the Past, Present, and Future” (2015) and an international conference on the Drava River as a link between
regions (2016), which brought together participants from several Central European countries. A particu-
larly important moment was the conference “The Environmental History of the Drava River” (2019), which
combined scholarly presentations with fieldwork and interdisciplinary approaches. In this context, the
Society strengthened its cooperation with the Ecohistorical Laboratory at the Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences in Zagreb, indicating a gradual shift toward more integrated and collaborative research
frameworks.
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At the same time, publishing activities were maintained and expanded. Selected issues of the journal
Economic and Ecohistory were published in English, increasing its international accessibility. The journal
also achieved a higher level of recognition within the Croatian academic system, which further confirmed
its relevance as a platform for interdisciplinary research in economic and environmental history.

The Society’s work was significantly affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as by the earth-
quakes in the Zagreb and Petrinja regions in 2020. Although many activities had to be reduced, the Society
managed to maintain the continuity of its core functions, particularly through the publication of the journal
and edited volumes. An important feature of this period was thematic adaptation: issues such as pandem-
ics, climate change, and natural disasters became more prominent in both scholarly and public activities.
The increased use of online formats, including virtual meetings and roundtables, contributed to a gradual
transition toward hybrid forms of scholarly communication.

In 2021, the Society co-organized an online roundtable on the state and prospects of environmental
history in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia, and Slovenia, in coop-
eration with the European Society for Environmental History and other partners. The contributions from
this event were later published in thematic issues of the journal Economic and Ecohistory. This initiative
illustrates the Society’s continued engagement with regional scholarly networks and its role as a forum for
exchange within Southeast and Central Europe. Cooperation with Slovenian scholars was also renewed
through a series of guest lectures, continuing a collaboration that dates back to the mid-2000s.

After the pandemic, the Society resumed a broader range of activities. In 2023, it co-organized the inter-
national summer school Environmental History and Historical Ecology of the Dinaric Karst in Slovenia
and hosted lectures by leading scholars, including Drago Roksandié. In this period, the Society operated
simultaneously as a publisher, organizer of scholarly events, partner in international teaching initiatives,
and a forum for reflection on the development of the discipline. In 2024, the Society further expanded its
activities by strengthening the connection between economic history, environmental history, and public
history. It co-organized the conference “Academician Dragutin Feletar: Life and Work™ in Koprivnica
and the “Day of Economic History” at the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences in Zagreb, marking
the publication of the volume Economic Reality is the Red Thread of History: Croatian Historiography
and Economic History. These initiatives demonstrate a renewed emphasis on economic history alongside
environmental history. In 2025, the Society organized the “Day of Economic History 2025 on the occa-
sion of the thirtieth anniversary of the death of the economic historian Igor Karaman. At the same time,
it entered a new phase of development by participating as a partner in the Interreg EU project Preventing
Drought Risks by Making Resilient Communities in the Adriatic—lonian Region. This marks a significant
step toward involvement in international research and development projects and indicates a gradual shift
from a traditional scholarly society toward a more project-oriented model of operation.

Over the two decades from 2005 to 2025, the Society for Croatian Economic History and Ecohistory/
Environmenal History passed through several distinct phases. In its initial phase (2005-2008), it estab-
lished its organizational foundations, launched a journal, and developed a public profile. In the second
phase (2009-2015), it consolidated its activities as an organizer of conferences and a publisher, becom-
ing an important actor within Croatian historiography. In the third phase (after 2015), it strengthened its
international connections, deepened its cooperation with academic institutions, and expanded its activities
within regional and global scholarly networks. The pandemic period introduced a temporary slowdown,
but also accelerated digital transformation and thematic adaptation. Within Croatian historiography, the
Society can be understood as one of the key institutional platforms for the development of environmental
history and an important forum for connecting economic history, environmental history, regional his-
tory, and public history. Its long-term continuity, the sustained publication of the journal Economic and
Ecohistory, and its ability to adapt to changing scholarly and social contexts make it one of the relatively
rare specialized historiographical associations in Croatia that has maintained both a stable domestic pres-
ence and a growing international profile over two decades.

Hrvoje PETRIC
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