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The book Early Modern Nautical
Charts of the Adriatic Sea: Information
Sources, Navigation Tools, and Commu-
nication Media, edited by Josip Farici¢
and Tome Mareli¢, was published in
open access by Palgrave Macmillan on
August 13, 2025, focussing on the his-
tory of nautical cartography. It was
announced on September 18 during
the 21st
Geoinformation and ~Cartography by
Tome Mareli¢ and Dragan Umek. The

international conference

& of the Adriatic Sea

Information Sources, Navigation Tools,
¥ and Communication Media

Edited by Josip Faricic - Tom

spokesperson for the first part of the
promotion was Tome Marelié, an edit-
or and co-author, who provided an
overview of the book, encompassing a
concise history of its development, ed-
itorial team, primary focus, contents,
and accessibility. Subsequently, the
second presenter, Dragan Umek, a co-
author, offered a detailed summary of
the chapter contents.

The book represents the culmination
of the scientific project IP-2020-02-5339

(NACHAS), financed by the Croatian
Science Foundation, and its digital ver-
sion is available for free download in
PDF and EPUB formats, either as a com-
plete volume or as individual chapters

via Springer Nature Link platform, while
hardcover copies are available for pur-
chase on the same site. It provides a
comprehensive and multi-layered un-
derstanding of the development of Ad-
riatic Sea nautical cartography from its

beginnings in the late Middle Ages to

the implementation of geodetic and
hydrographic surveys in the late eight-
eenth and early nineteenth centuries. In

it, the authors examine how the geo-
graphical characteristics and social ele-
ments of the Adriatic Sea and its

surroundings were observed, under-
stood, and cartographically represented

in accordance with contemporary sci-
entific, technological, socioeconomic,
cultural, or political frameworks using

various phenomenological viewpoints

and methodological techniques. More-
over, since the Adriatic Sea has histor-
ically functioned as a smaller-scale ver-
sion of the Mediterranean, its contents

transcend its geographical boundaries

and are also broadly applicable to other

Mediterranean regions. The book com-
prises nine chapters, each conceived as

a standalone unit, allowing for both se-
quential and selective reading based on

the reader's preference.

KiG No. 44, Vol. 24, 2025 —



PRIKAZI KNJIGA, CASOPISA | DRUGIH PUBLIKACIJA

Early Modern Nautical Charts of the Adriatic Sea:
Information Sources, Navigation Tools, and
Communication Media

Josip FaricCi¢, Tome Mareli€ (ur.)

Knjiga iz povijesti pomorske karto-
grafije Early Modern Nautical Charts of
the Adriatic Sea: Information Sources,
Navigation Tools, and Communication
Media (Ranonovovjekovne pomorske
karte Jadranskog mora: izvor spoznaja,
sredstvo navigacije i medij komunika-
cije), ¢iji su urednici Josip Fari¢i¢ i Tome
Mareli¢, objavljena je 13. kolovoza 2025.
u otvorenom pristupu od izdavaca Pal-
grave Macmillan. Knjigu su promovi-
rali Tome Mareli¢ i Dragan Umek 18.
rujna 2025. u sklopu 21. medunarodne
konferencije Geoinformation and Car-
tography. Govornik prvog dijela pro-
mocije bio je Tome Mareli¢, urednik i
koautor, koji je dao pregled knjige,
ukljucujuéi saZetu povijest njezina nas-
tanka, uredni$tvo, primarni fokus, sa-
drZaj i dostupnost. Nakon toga, drugi
govornik, Dragan Umek, ujedno i ko-
autor, prikazao je detaljan saZetak sa-
drzaja svakog od poglavlja.

Knjiga predstavlja kulminaciju
znanstvenog projekta IP-2020-02-5339
(NACHAS), koji je financirala Hrvatska
zaklada za znanost, a njezina digitalna
verzija dostupna je za besplatno pre-
uzimanje u PDF i EPUB formatima, bilo
kao cjeloviti svezak ili kao pojedina¢na
poglavlja na mreznoj platformi Sprin-
ger Nature Link, koja omogucava i
kupnju tvrdo ukoricenih tiskanih pri-
mjeraka. PruZa sveobuhvatno i viSes-
lojno razumijevanje razvoja pomorske

kartografije Jadranskoga mora od nje-
zinih poletaka krajem srednjeg vijeka
do uvodenja geodetskih i hidrografskih
izmjera krajem osamnaestog i polet-
kom devetnaestog stolje¢a. U knjizi
autori prikazuju kako su geografska
obiljezja i drustveni elementi prostora
Jadranskoga mora i okolice bili proma-
trani, percipirani i kartografski prikazi-
vani u skladu s tadasnjim znanstvenim,
tehnoloskim,
turnim ili politickim okvirima, koristeci

socioekonomskim, kul-

pritom razli¢ita fenomenoloska gledista
i metodoloske pristupe. Stovise, bududi
da je Jadransko more povijesno funkci-
oniralo kao manja verzija Sredozemlja,
sadrzaj knjige nadilazi njegov ge-
ografski obuhvat i $iroko je primjenjiv
i na druge sredozemne regije. Knjiga
se sastoji od devet poglavlja od kojih je
svako koncipirano kao samostalna
gjelina, zbog ¢ega ju je mogude ¢itati u
nizu ili svako poglavlje zasebno, ovis-
no o preferencijama Citatelja.

Prvo poglavlje, ¢iji su autori Josip
Fari¢i¢ i Tome Mareli¢, predstavlja
sintezu povijesnog razvoja pomorske
kartografije za prostor Jadranskoga
mora tijekom proucavanog razdoblja.
Poglavlje se poziva na najznalajnije
publikacije temeljene na kvalitativ-
nim i kvantitativnim metodologijama,
ujedno sluzedi i kao urednicki okvir za
poglavlja koja slijede. U drugom po-
glavlju Patrizia Licini de Romagnoli

daje sveobuhvatan povijesni pregled
prostora u razdoblju rivalstva Mletac-
ke Republike i Osmanskog Carstva,
analizira povijesne perspektive glav-
nih politickih aktera toga doba, njihov
utjecaj na izradu pomorskih karata te
istraZuje povijesnu vaznost stanovnika
isto¢nojadranskih  obala, tadasnjeg
pograni¢nog prostora Mletacke Repu-
blike. U treem poglavlju Julijan Sutlo-
vi¢ analizira teoriju komunikacije,
ulogu medija i Suma, istraZuje raznoli-
kost poruka koje su se prenosile po-
moéu starih pomorskih karata kao
medija komunikacije. Pritom analizira
utjecaj toponima, imagologije, karto-
grafskih znakova i mjerila starih karata
na njihov komunikacijski potencijal.
Nakon toga, Orietta Selva i Dragan
Umek daju pregled ranonovovjekovne
venecijanske kartografije putem se-
mioticke analize pomorskih i geograf-
skih karata. Analiziraju izolare, putne
itinerare, pomorske karte (carte da
navigare), korografske, administrativ-
ne i mikroregionalne geografske karte
(carte da terra) te objaSnjavaju njihovu
ulogu kao instrumenata za upravljanje
kopnenim i pomorskim teritorijima uz
afirmaciju  politicke,
drustvene, kulturne i ekonomske nad-

istovremenu

modi. Peto poglavlje, koje su napisale
Lena MiroSevi¢ i Dubravka Mlinarié,
ilustrira raznolikost simbolickih ele-
menata prikazanih na pomorskim
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The initial chapter, authored by Jo-
sip Fari¢i¢ and Tome Mareli¢, presents a
synthesis of the historical development
of nautical cartography in the Adriatic
Sea region during the examined period.
It references the most significant pub-
lications in the field that encompass
both qualitative and quantitative meth-
odologies, thereby serving as an editorial
framework for the chapters that follow.
In the second chapter, Patrizia Licini de
Romagnoli provides a comprehensive
historical overview of the region during
the rivalry between the Republic of
Venice and the Ottoman Empire, ana-
lyses the historical perspectives of the
principal political actors and their im-
pact on the creation of nautical charts,
and investigates the historical import-
ance of the inhabitants of the eastern
Adriatic coasts, the boundaries of the
Venetian Stato da Mar. In the third
chapter, Julijan Sutlovi¢ analyses com-
munication theory, the functions of
media and noise, investigates the diverse
messages conveyed by old nautical
charts as a medium. The chapter also
examines the influence of toponyms,
imagology, cartographic symbols, and
map scales on the communicative po-
tential of old maps. Subsequently, Ori-
etta Selva and Dragan Umek offer a
compendium of insights on early mod-
ern Venetian cartography through a se-
miotic examination of geographical
maps and nautical charts. They analyse
isolarii, travel itineraries, nautical charts
(carte da navigare), chorographic, ad-
ministrative, and micro-regional maps
(carte da terra); and present maps and
charts as instruments for managing

terrestrial and maritime territories
while asserting political, social, cultural,
and economic supremacy. The fifth
chapter, written by Lena Miro$evi¢ and
Dubravka Mlinari¢ illustrates a variety
of symbolic elements represented on
nautical charts, highlighting their ideo-
logical, political, cultural, and symbolic
significance. The authors investigate
the rhetoric of decorative features,
their suppression or distortion of
content, the hierarchy of information,
and analyse the cultural contexts of
artistic choices and the collaborative
methodologies utilised in map pro-
duction across various cartographic
traditions. In the sixth chapter, Josip
Fari¢i¢ examines religious motifs on
nautical charts that exemplify the
historical coexistence of religions in
the Mediterranean, investigates the
use of religious symbols in the rep-
resentation of compass roses and ter-
ritorial delineation. Moreover, he
analyses the firmly entrenched reli-
gious motifs of the era, such as the
winged lion of St. Mark, alongside
those that amalgamate chronologic-
ally disparate traditions. In the sev-
enth chapter, Milorad Pavi¢ examines
the characteristics of early modern
isolarii, a publication genre that integ-
rated large-scale maps of coastal re-
gions with descriptions of islands and
harbours, assesses the accuracy of
their geographical information from
multiple viewpoints, and contrasts
the toponymical content within isol-
arii with that found on maps pro-
duced during the same period. The
eighth chapter, authored by Ahmet

Ustiiner and Okan Biiyiiktapu dis-
cusses the evolution of Ottoman car-
tography from conventional Islamic
geographical descriptions to ad-
vanced nautical charts via systematic
knowledge exchange and maritime
innovation, emphasising the contri-
butions of Piri Reis. Moreover, it ex-
amines how maps functioned as
crucial instruments for military op-
erations and territorial assertions, es-
pecially in disputed areas such as the
Adriatic, where Ottoman ambitions
converged with those of Venice and
the Habsburg Empire, and demon-
strates how Ottoman cartography re-
flects the
intellectual dynamics of an empire

broader cultural and

situated at the intersection of civil-
isations. In the final, fundamentally
methodological chapter of the book,
Tome Mareli¢ delineates the stages,
parameters, and significance of car-
tometric analyses in the study of old
maps and charts. The author further
clarifies individual stages of the pro-
cedure and the necessity of their ac-
curate  implementation,  while
providing examples that underscore
the significance of employing carto-
metric analyses as scientific forensic
tools, not only for advancing the his-
tory of cartography as a discipline but
also for enhancing our understanding
of human history.

The digital edition of the book is
available for free download via the link:
https://link.spring-
er.com/book/10.1007/978-981-96-8046-7
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kartama, isti¢uéi njihov ideoloski, po-
liticki, kulturni i simbolicki znacaj.
Autorice istrazuju retoriku ukrasnih
elemenata, njihovo potiskivanje ili is-
krivljavanje sadrzaja, hijerarhiju in-
formacija te analiziraju kulturne
kontekste umjetnickih izbora i kola-
borativne metodologije koriStene u
izradi karata u razli¢itim kartograf-
skim tradicijama. U Sestom poglavlju
Josip Farici¢ proucava vjerske motive
na pomorskim kartama koji ilustriraju
povijesni suZivot religija na prostoru
Sredozemlja, istrazuje uporabu vjer-
skih simbola na prikazima ruza vje-
trova i teritorijalnih razgranicenja.
Takoder, analizira i ¢vrsto ukorijenje-
ne vjerske motive toga doba, poput
krilatog lava sv. Marka i one koji su
amalgami kronoloski razdvojenih reli-
gijskih tekovina. U sedmom poglavlju
Milorad Pavi¢ ispituje obiljeZja rano-
novovjekovnih izolara, publikacijskog
Zanra koji je spajao karte obalnih pros-
tora u krupnom mijerilu s opisima otoka
i luka, proucava tolnost geografskih
informacija sadrzanih u njima iz vise
razli¢itih gledista i usporeduje topono-
masticki sadrZaj u izolarima sa sadrza-
jem karata izradenih u istom razdoblju.
Osmo poglavlje, &iji su autori Ahmet
Ustiiner i Okan Biiyiiktapu, prikazuje
razvoj osmanske kartografije u ras-
ponu od konvencionalnih islamskih
geografskih opisa do razvijenih po-
morskih karata uvjetovan sustavnim

razmjenama znanja i pomorskim
inovacijama, naglasavajuéi pritom
vaznost doprinosa Piri Reisa. Nadalje,
autori prikazuju ulogu karata kao
klju¢nih instrumenata za vojne ope-
racije i teritorijalne pretenzije, po-
sebno u spornim podrudjima poput
Jadrana, gdje su se osmanske politicke
ambicije preklapale s ambicijama Ve-
necijanske Republike i Habsburske
Monarhije te pokazuje kako osman-
ska kartografija odraZava $iru kultur-
nu i intelektualnu dinamiku carstva
smjeStenog na raskrséu civilizacija. U
posljednjem poglavlju knjige, koje je
temeljno metodolosko, Tome Mareli¢
daje pregled koraka, parametara i
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uloge kartometrijskih analiza pri
proudavanju starih karata. Autor do-
datno pojasnjava pojedine korake
postupka i nuZnost njihove tocne
provedbe te pomocu primjera ocrtava
vaznost primjene kartometrijskih
analiza kao znanstvenih forenzickih
instrumenata, ne samo za razvoj po-
vijesti kartografije kao discipline, vec i
za dublje razumijevanje ljudske povi-
jesti.

Digitalno izdanje knjige dostupno je
za besplatno preuzimanje putem po-
veznice: https://link.springer.com/bo-
0k/10.1007/978-981-96-8046-7
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