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Sociodemographic change and migration in a Roma
settlement in Medimurje County: the case of Kvitrovec

Sociodemografske promjene i migracije v romskom naselju
U Medimurskoj zupaniji: slucaj Kvitrovca

Using the example of the Roma settlement Kvitrovec
in Medimurje County, Republic of Croatia, the paper
analyses recent sociodemographic and migration
characteristics of the Roma population in Medimurje
County. The research was conducted in late 2024 and early
2025 via a household-level survey questionnaire in the
studied settlement. Using the total coverage method, one
adult representative from each of the thirteen households
was surveyed. The survey questionnaire covered various
socio-demographic characteristics of the population
of the studied settlement, including characteristics
of natural movement and migration, age-gender,
educational and economic structure. A comparison of
the results obtained with the results of previous research
indicates a significant process of change in certain socio-
demographic and economic structures and processes,
with an emphasis on emigration from the studied Roma
settlement, with the simultaneous presence of traditional
and modern mobility patterns. Using the theoretical
framework of aspirations and abilities, the results indicate
that economic integration of the Roma community acts as
a catalyst for migration and point to the conclusion that
access to the financial market, enabled by employment
and permanent income from employment, is an effective
instrument for breaking spatial segregation via the
realization of economic opportunities for spatial mobility.
Key words: Medjimurje, Roma people, migration,
integration, aspirations-capabilities framework, Kvitrovec

Na primjeru
Medimurskoj

romskoga naselja Kvitrovec u
(Republika  Hrvatska) rad
analizira recentna sociodemografska i migracijska
obiljezja romskoga stanovnistva Medimurske Zupanije.
Istrazivanje je provedeno krajem 2024. i pocetkom 2025.
godine putem anketnoga upitnika na razini kucanstava
u istrazivanom naselju. Metodom potpunoga obuhvata
ispitan je po jedan punoljetni predstavnik iz svakoga

Zupaniji

od ukupno trinaest kucanstava. Anketnim upitnikom
obuhvadena su razli¢ita sociodemografska obiljezja
stanovni§tva istrazivanoga naselja ukljucujuéi obiljezja
prirodnoga kretanja i migracija, dobno-spolne, obrazovne
i ekonomske strukture. Usporedba dobivenih rezultata s
rezultatima prethodnih istraZivanja upucuje na znacajan
proces odredenih  sociodemografskih i
ekonomskih struktura i procesa s naglaskom na emigraciju
iz istrazivanoga romskog naselja uz istovremenost
tradicionalnih 1

promjene

modernih  obrazaca mobilnosti.
Koristeéi se teorijskim okvirom aspiracija i sposobnosti,
rezultati upucuju na to da ekonomska integracija romske
zajednice djeluje kao katalizator migracije te upucuju na
zaklju¢ak da je pristup financijskom trzistu, omogucen
zapo$ljavanjem i stalnim prihodima od nesamostalnoga
rada, ucinkovit razbijanja  prostorne

segregacije putem ostvarenja ckonomskih moguénosti

instrument

prostorne mobilnosti.
Kljuéne rijeci: Medimurje, Romi, migracije, integracija, okvir
aspiracija i sposobnosti, Kvitrovec
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Infroduction

The Roma are the largest ethnic minority in Eu-
rope. Despite decades of policies intended to pro-
mote their social inclusion, they remain the most
discriminated-against and marginalized minority
in Europe. The European Union Agency for Fun-
damental Rights (2025b) states in its press release
that despite improvements in certain areas of life,
Roma still face widespread poverty, discrimination,
and segregation.

The results of a major 2024 study by the Euro-
pean Union Agency for Fundamental Rights indi-
cate positive developments, particularly in educa-
tion, healthcare, employment, and housing, while
levels of poverty and segregation remain high or
are taking on new forms (European Union Agen-
cy for Fundamental Rights, 2025a). A comparison
of these results with previous surveys conducted in
2016 and 2019 shows that, at the European Union
level, there has been an moderate, partial improve-
ment for Roma across a greater number of key indi-
cators proposed by the EU Strategy Framework for
Roma Equality, Inclusion and Participation (Euro-
pean Commission 2020).

The aforementioned research did not include the
Republic of Croatia as part of the European Union.
Although the Roma community in Croatia is rela-
tively small compared with the Roma communities
in the countries covered by the aforementioned study,
the issue of the Roma, their rights, and their prospects
for integration remains important for the Republic of
Croatia, especially in regions where the Roma make
up a significant share of the total population. The so-
cial and economic aspects of Roma integration are
the focus of all Roma inclusion policies, from the EU
Strategic Framework for Roma Equality, Inclusion
and Participation (European Commission 2020) to
the National Plan for the Inclusion of Roma for the
period of 2021 to 2027 (Government of the Republic
of Croatia, 2021), the previous National Strategy for
the Inclusion of Roma for the period of 2013 to 2020
(Government of the Republic of Croatia, 2012), and
the action plans of regional self-government units such
as the Medimurje County Roma Inclusion Action Plan
of 2013 to 2015 (Medimurje County, 2013). Strategic
documents and research almost completely neglect the
demographic and geographic aspects of integration.
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Uvod

Romi su najve¢a europska etnicka manjina.
Unato¢ desetlje¢ima provedbe politika za njihovo
socijalno uklju¢ivanje do danas su ostali najdiskri-
miniranija i najmarginaliziranija manjina u Europi.
Agencija Europske unije za temeljna prava (2025b)
u svojem priopéenju navodi da se Romi unato¢
poboljsanjima u odredenim podrudjima Zivota jos
uvijek suocavaju s rasirenom pojavom siromastva,

diskriminacije i segregacije.

Rezultati velikoga istrazivanja Agencije Europ-
ske unije za temeljna prava iz 2024. upucuju na
odredene pozitivne pomake, ponajvise u podrucju
obrazovanja, zdravstvene skrbi, zaposljavanja i sta-
novanja, dok istovremeno razina siromastva i segre-
gacije ostaje visoka ili poprima nove oblike (Agen-
cija Europske unije za temeljna prava, 2025a).
Usporedba rezultata s prethodnim istrazivanjima
provedenima 2016. i 2019. pokazuje da je na razi-
ni Europske unije u prosjeku doslo do djelomi¢na
poboljsanja za Rome u veéem broju glavnih poka-
zatelja koji su predlozeni Strateskim okvirom EU-a
za jednakost, ukljucivanje i sudjelovanje Roma (Eu-

ropska komisija 2020).

Navedeno istrazivanje nije obuhvatilo Republiku
Hrvatsku kao dio Europske unije. Iako je romska
zajednica u Hrvatskoj relativno mala u odnosu na
romske zajednice u drzavama obuhvacenima prije
spomenutim istrazivanjem, pitanje Roma, njihovih
prava i moguénosti integracije ostaje vazno pitanje
za Republiku Hrvatsku, pogotovo za njezine dije-
love u kojima Romi ¢ine znatan udio u ukupnom
stanovnistvu. Socijalni i ekonomski aspekti integra-
cije Roma u fokusu su svih politika za ukljucivanje
Roma, od Strateskoga okvira EU-a za jednakost,
ukljucivanje i sudjelovanje Roma (Europska ko-
misija, 2020), Nacionalnoga plana za ukljucivanje
Roma za razdoblje od 2021. do 2027. godine (Vla-
da Republike Hrvatske, 2021), prethodne Nacio-
nalne strategije za uklju¢ivanje Roma, za razdoblje
od 2013. do 2020. godine (Vlada Republike Hrvat-
ske, 2012) te akcijskih planova jedinica regionalne
samouprave poput Akcijskoga plana ukljucivanja
Roma Medimurske Zupanije od 2013. do 2015.
godine (Medimurska Zupanija, 2013). Strateski do-
kumenti i istrazivanja gotovo potpuno zanemaruju
demografske i geografske aspekte integracije.



Certain studies in the Republic of Croatia provide
a general overview of the state of the Roma com-
munity in Croatia. One such more comprehensive
recent study resulted in a publication titled “Inclu-
sion of Roma in Croatian Society: A Survey of Basic
Data” (Kunac et al., 2018). Despite the detail of the
aforementioned research in certain segments, the re-
sults only describe the state of the structure of the
targeted aspects of Roma life. However, the question
of the changes and directions of certain processes
within the Roma community remains poorly un-
derstood in research. The integration of the Roma
community, as a fundamental goal of national and
local policies for Roma inclusion, is a dynamic pro-
cess that entails certain changes. It is precisely the
changes within the Roma community that are key to
understanding the effects of the integration process.
Certainly, the integration process is not and cannot
be universal everywhere, but is subject to the influ-
ences and particularities of various regional and local
environments. Therefore, there is a need to conduct
smaller, in-depth studies at the (micro)local level to
gain insight and understand the needs of individual
Roma communities, and to enable the development
of effective measures and activities by regional and
local self-government units aimed at fostering the
turther integration of Roma into Croatian society.

'This paper, using the example of the local Roma
community in the Roma settlement of Kvitrovec,
attempts to shed light on recent changes in the
Roma community of Medimurje County by com-
paring its findings with those of previous, similar
local-level studies in the immediate regional envi-
ronment of the county under investigation.

'The Medimurje County (Fig. 1) is the smallest
and northernmost county of the Republic of Cro-
atia. It is an area where about 40% of all Croatian
Roma live, and they represent the largest national
minority (DZS,2022).In Medimurje, Roma mostly
live in 12 Roma settlements (Slezak, 2024), which
are spatially segregated from the majority Croatian

settlements (Slezak, 2009; 2023).

From a demographic perspective, the Roma pop-
ulation has quite different characteristics compared
to the majority population. Several studies to this
date have documented the peculiarities of the natu-
ral movement of the Roma national minority. Using

Istrazivanja u Republici Hrvatskoj uglavnom
daju opéenit uvid u stanje romske zajednice u
Hrvatskoj. Jedno od obimnijih novijih istraziva-
nja rezultiralo je objavom publikacije Uk/juciva-
nje Roma u hrvatsko drustvo: istrazivanje baznih
podataka (Kunac i dr., 2018). Unato¢ detaljnosti
navedenoga istrazivanja u odredenim segmenti-
ma rezultati upucuju samo na strukturu ciljanih
obiljezja Zivota Roma. Ipak, pitanje promjena i
smjerova odredenih procesa unutar romske za-
jednice ostaje skriveno. Integracija romske za-
jednice, kao temeljni cilj nacionalnih i lokalnih
politika za ukljucivanje Roma, jest dinamicni
proces koji podrazumijeva odredene promjene.
Upravo su promjene u romskoj zajednici kljuéne
za razumijevanje smjera integracijskoga procesa.
Svakako da integracijski proces nije i ne moze biti
univerzalan na Citavom nacionalnom prostoru,
veé je podlozan utjecajima i posebnostima regi-
onalne i lokalne sredine. Stoga se javlja potreba
za provedbom manjih dubinskih istraZivanja na
(mikro)lokalnoj razini da bi se dobio uvid i razu-
mjele potrebe odredene lokalne romske zajednice
te omogudio razvoj uc¢inkovitih mjera i aktivnosti
jedinica regionalne i lokalne samouprave s ciljem
poticanja daljnjega procesa integracije Roma u
hrvatsko drustvo.

Ovaj rad upravo na primjeru lokalne zajednice
Roma u romskom naselju Kvitrovec pokusava dati
odgovore na recentne promjene u romskoj zajednici
Medimurske Zupanije usporedujuéi rezultate s re-
zultatima prethodnih sli¢nih istrazivanja lokalnoga
karaktera u uzZem regionalnom okruZenju istraziva-
ne Zupanije.

Medimurska Zupanija (sl. 1) najmanja je i najsje-
vernija zupanija Republike Hrvatske. To je prostor
na kojem zivi oko 40 % svih hrvatskih Roma, gdje
su i najbrojnija nacionalna manjina (DZS, 2022).
Romi u Medimurju, njih nesto vise od 8000, najve-
¢im dijelom nastanjuju 12 romskih naselja (Slezak,
2024), prostorno segregiranih od veéinskih hrvat-
skih naselja (Slezak, 2009; 2023).

Iz demografske perspektive romsko stanov-
nistvo ima u odnosu na veéinsko stanovni$tvo
priliéno drukéija obiljezja. Nekoliko radova do-
kumentira posebnosti prirodnoga kretanja rom-

ske nacionalne manjine. Na primjeru romskoga
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the example of the Roma settlement of Kur$anec,
Slezak presented the fundamental characteristics of
this population, which include very high birth rates
and low mortality rates (Slezak, 2010b). The same
author (Slezak, 2013) indicates the positive impact
of the Roma component on the overall population
movement of Medimurje County. A more detailed
analysis of natural population movement, age-sex
structure and the overall fertility rate of the Roma
population, with projections for the future period,
were conducted by Slezak and Beli¢ (2019), indicat-
ing the possibility that the number of Roma births
could catch up with the number of births among the
majority population around 2050, if current rates and
trends continue (Slezak and Beli¢, 2019). All three of
the aforementioned studies, within a ten-year time
frame, point to similar characteristics and trends in
terms of low mortality and very high fertility, with
a tendency for rates to decline. The characteristics of
natural movement are, therefore, consistent with the
observed and predicted trends of change.

naselja Kursanec Slezak donosi temeljna obiljezja
koja obuhvacdaju vrlo visok natalitet i niski mor-
talitet navedene populacije (Slezak, 2010b). Isti
autor 2013. upucuje na pozitivan utjecaj romske
sastavnice u ukupnom kretanju stanovnistva Me-
dimurske Zupanije (Slezak, 2013). Detaljniju ana-
lizu prirodnoga kretanja, dobno-spolne strukture
i ukupne stope fertiliteta romskoga stanovnistva s
procjenama za buduce razdoblje nacinili su Slezak
i Beli¢ (2019) upucujuéi na moguénost da Romi
u broju rodenih dostignu broj rodenih veéinskoga
stanovnistva oko 2050. godine pod pretpostavkom
zadrzavanja sadasnjih stopa i trendova (Slezak i
Beli¢, 2019). Sva tri navedena rada unutar deset-
godi$njega razdoblja upucuju na sli¢na obiljezja i
trendove promjene u smislu niskoga mortaliteta
i vrlo visokoga fertiliteta s tendencijom opadanja
njegovih stopa. ObiljeZja prirodnoga kretanja, da-
kle, u skladu su s uocenim i predvidenim trendo-
vima promjena.

Fig. 1 Geographic location of the Medimurje County
SI. 1. Geografski smjestaj Medimurske Zupanije
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To date, research has only, to a limited extent,
addressed the migrations of the Roma population
in the aforementioned area of Medimurje Coun-
ty. Croatia’s accession to the European Union, and
subsequently to the Schengen Area, changed the
circumstances for its citizens, including the Roma
as its most marginalized group. While earlier re-
search (Pokos, 2005; Slezak, 2010a) emphasized
the sedentary nature, spatial isolation, and rela-
tively low spatial mobility of the Roma population
in Medimurje County, recent indicators suggest a
significant shift toward transnational mobility as a
new strategy for survival and social integration.

In this sense, Pokos indicated that in 2001, about
85% of the Roma in Medimurje County had lived
in the same settlement since birth. According to
this indicator, the Roma population of Medimurje
County is far above that of Roma communities in
other counties of Croatia (Pokos, 2005). The Roma
settlement of Kur§anec was, on two occasions, an
example in which certain migration characteristics
of the Roma population were partially studied. In
his master’s thesis, Slezak presented data on migra-
tions in the Roma settlement of Kur$anec during
the 2000-2009 period (Slezak, 2010a). Based on
data from a survey conducted in the same settle-
ment by the UNDP in 2013 and as part of the pro-
ject that produced the Atlas of Roma Settlements
in Medimurje County (UNDP, 2014), another pa-
per was published outlining the basic characteristics
of Roma immigrants in the researched settlement
(Klicek and Lon¢ar, 2016).

The aforementioned research indicated strong
migratory ties between certain Roma settlements
and that more people immigrate to Roma set-
tlements than leave them (Slezak 2010a). In the
first decade of this century, the Roma population
of Medimurje County, in terms of spatial mobili-
ty from the perspective of Roma settlements, was
more inclined to immigrate to Roma settlements
than to leave them.

However, data from the 2011-2021 intercensal
period, using the population size of the first and
third Roma settlements in Medimurje County, Par-
ag and Pigkorovec, suggest a change in the migra-
tion direction of the Roma population. In his work,
Slezak analyzed and correlated census data on to-

Dosadasnja istrazivanja tek u manjoj mjeri obra-
duju migracije romskoga stanovni$tva u navedenom
prostoru Medimurske Zupanije. Ulaskom Republike
Hrvatske u Europsku uniju, a potom i u Sengenski
prostor promijenile su se prilike za njezine gradane,
ukljucujuéi i Rome kao njezinu najmarginalizirani-
ju skupinu. Dok su ranija istrazivanja (Pokos, 2005;
Slezak, 2010a) naglasavala sedentarnost, prostornu
izoliranost i relativno slabu prostornu pokretljivost
romskoga stanovnistva Medimurske Zupanije, re-
centni pokazatelji sugeriraju znacajan pomak pre-
ma transnacionalnoj mobilnosti kao novoj strategiji
prezivljavanja i socijalne integracije.

U tom smislu Pokos donosi podatak da je 2001.
vielo u istom naselju od svojega rodenja. Prema tom
je pokazatelju romsko stanovnistvo Medimurske
zupanije daleko iznad romskih zajednica u ostalim
zupanijama Hrvatske (Pokos, 2005). Romsko na-
selje Kursanec u dva je navrata bilo primjer na ko-
jem su djelomi¢no istrazena odredena migracijska
obiljeZja romskoga stanovni$tva. U svojem magi-
starskom radu Slezak iznosi podatke o migracijama
u romskom naselju Kur$anec u razdoblju 2000. —
2009. (Slezak, 2010a). Temeljem podataka istrazi-
vanja koje je u istom naselju proveo Program Uje-
dinjenih naroda za razvoj (UNDP) 2013. godine
i u sklopu kojega je izraden Atlas romskih naselja
u Medimurskoj zupaniji (UNDP, 2014), objavljen
je jos jedan rad koji upucuje na osnovna obiljezja
romskih imigranata u istrazivanome naselju (Klicek

i Loncar, 2016).

Navedena dosadasnja istrazivanja upucuju na
izrazite migracijske veze izmedu pojedinih rom-
skih naselja i na veéi broj stanovnika koji dolaze u
romska naselja od broja onih koji iz romskih naselja
odlaze (Slezak 2010a). U prvom desetlje¢u ovoga
stolje¢a romsko stanovnistvo Medimurske Zupanije,
kad je rije¢ o prostornoj pokretljivosti iz perspektive
romskih naselja, sklonije je bilo imigraciji u romska
naselja nego odlasku iz njih.

Ipak, podatci iz medupopisnoga razdoblja 2011.
— 2021. na primjeru brojem stanovnika prvoga i
treCega romskog naselja u Medimurskoj Zupaniji,
Paraga i Piskorovca, upucuju na promjenu migra-
cijskoga smjera romskoga stanovnistva. Slezak u

svojemu radu analizira i stavlja u meduodnos po-
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tal population movement with data on the natural
movement of the population of the two aforemen-
tioned settlements. The resulting findings indicat-
ed a very pronounced negative migration balance,
based on which Slezak (2022) concluded that a very
significant process of emigration was taking place
from both studied Roma settlements.

'This paper goes beyond a basic descriptive anal-
ysis of demographic changes by applying the as-
pirations-capabilities framework developed by de
Haas (2021). In the context of the Roma national
minority, poverty as a push factor has not always
led to migratory movements, primarily due to a lack
of resources to initiate migration. With his theory,
de Haas goes beyond the push-pull model and pre-
sents migration as a function of two components.
The first is migratory aspirations, which represent
the desire to change one’s place of residence and is
shaped by life opportunities and desires. The sec-
ond is migratory capabilities, i.e. the actual capa-
bility to realize existing desires, or aspirations. A
similar model was also proposed by Carling (2002),
but de Haas developed it into its current framework
via stages of refinement (de Haas, 2010). Although
de Haas’s theoretical framework of aspirations and
capabilities is a basic tool for analyzing migration
flows, to more fully understand the spatial dynam-
ics in segregated settlements like Kvitrovac, it is
necessary to supplement it with the concept of the
capability to stay, as proposed by Kerilyn Schew-
el (2020; 2021). Schewel emphasized that staying
in one’s place of origin is not just the opposite of
migration, but a complex phenomenon caused by a
range of factors. In the context of segregated com-
munities, it is important to distinguish between the
voluntary immobility of individuals who conscious-
ly choose to stay because of social ties or cultural
belonging, and involuntary immobility (Carling,
2002), where staying represents the failure to realize
an existing desire to leave due to a lack of resourc-
es. This theoretical framework allows the remaining
population of Kvitrovac to be viewed not homoge-
neously as those who failed to leave, but to identify
the various reasons for voluntarily remaining in the
Roma settlement.

Based on the aforementioned, the hypothesis
emerges is that Croatia’s accession to the Europe-

72

pisne podatke o ukupnom kretanju i podatke o
prirodnom kretanju stanovnika dvaju navedenih
naselja. Dobiveni rezultati upucuju na vrlo izraze-
nu negativou migracijsku bilancu na temelju koje
Slezak (2022) donosi zaklju¢ak o vrlo znacajnom
procesu emigracije iz obaju istrazivanih romskih
naselja.

Ovaj rad nadilazi osnovnu deskriptivnu analizu
demografskih promjena primjenom  teorijskoga
okvira  aspiracija i  sposobnosti  (aspirations-
capabilities framework) koji je razvio de Haas
(2021). U kontekstu romske nacionalne manjine
siromastvo kao potisni faktor nije uvijek dovodilo do
migracijskih kretanja, prvenstveno zbog nedostatka
resursa za pokretanje migracija. De Haas svojom
teorijom nadilazi model privlaénih i potisnih
¢imbenika i migraciju predstavlja kao funkciju dviju
komponenti. Prva su migracijske aspiracije koje
predstavljaju Zelju za promjenom mjesta boravka
i koja je oblikovana zivotnim moguénostima i
zeljama. Druga su migracijske sposobnosti, odnosno
stvarne mogucnosti da se postojece Zelje, odnosno
aspiracije realiziraju. Slican model predlagao je i
Carling (2002), no de Haas ga je razvio do njegovih
danasnjih okvira kroz faze nadogradnje (de Haas,
2010). Iako de Haasov teorijski okvir aspiracija
i sposobnosti predstavlja osnovni alat za analizu
migracijskih tokova, za potpunije razumijevanje
prostorne dinamike u segregiranim naseljima poput
Kvitrovea nuzno ga je nadopuniti konceptom
sposobnosti ostanka (capability to stay) koji predlaze
Kerilyn Schewel (2020; 2021). Schewel naglasava
da ostanak u mjestu podrijetla nije samo suprotnost
migraciji, ve¢ kompleksan fenomen uzrokovan nizom
¢imbenika. U kontekstu segregiranih zajednica vazno
je razlikovati dobrovoljnu imobilnost pojedinaca
koji svjesno biraju ostanak zbog socijalnih veza
ili kulturoloske pripadnosti od nedobrovoljne
imobilnosti (Carling, 2002) gdje ostanak predstavlja
neuspjeh realizacije postojeée Zelje za odlaskom
uslijed nedostatka resursa. Ovakav teorijski okvir
omogucuje da se preostalo stanovnistvo Kvitrovca ne
promatra homogeno kao one koji nisu uspjeli otici,
ve¢ da se identificiraju razliciti razlozi dobrovoljnoga
ostanka u romskom naselju.

Polazeéi od hipoteze da je ulazak Hrvatske
u Europsku uniju djelovao kao klju¢ni okidac¢



an Union acted as a key trigger that increased the
“capability” of the Roma population for mobility,
enabling the transformation of latent “aspirations”
to escape poverty and institutional discrimination
into realized migratory flows. This links the local
dynamics of the village of Kvitrovec with migration
processes of European dimensions. Confirmation
of accession to the European Union as a new capa-
bility, or opportunity, is provided by the example of
Romanian Roma (Leggio and Matras, 2018; Vlase,
2025) who took advantage of the openness of Euro-
pean borders and undertook migratory movements
with the aim of improving their living conditions.

Because the conclusion about change in the migra-
tion direction of the population of Roma settlements in
previous research was obtained indirectly, the main goal
of this paper is to directly investigate, using the example
of the Roma settlement Kvitrovec, the migration char-
acteristics and recent sociodemographic changes in the
Roma community of Medimurje County.

The research tasks include identifying migration
trends, with the aim of confirming the observed em-
igration from Roma settlements and uncovering the
main directions and reasons for the recent spatial mo-
bility of Roma settlement residents. The second re-
search task involves analyzing the sociodemographic
structure of the population of the studied settlement,
primarily its age-gender composition, economic
structure, and educational attainment. The paper also
seeks to contribute to the understanding of the extent
to which economic factors are the primary drivers of
emigration, and to what extent migration is a response
to the social environment of the Roma settlement
and the limited opportunities for integration within
it. The paper also attempts to answer questions such
as: Is this a permanent emigration or the establish-
ment of circular migration patterns? How does the
emigration process selectively affect the remaining
demographic structure of the settlement, particularly
in terms of age, gender, and education?

Methodological Notes

The authors conducted the research using a
quantitative methodology, employing a survey ques-
tionnaire as the data collection instrument. Unlike
typical surveys based on a representative sample,

koji je povecao ,sposobnost” (capability) romske
populacije za mobilnost, omogucujuéi transfor-
maciju latentnih ,aspiracija” za bijegom od siro-
mastva i institucionalne diskriminacije u realizi-
rane migracijske tokove. Time se lokalna dina-
mika naselja Kvitrovec povezuje s migracijskim
procesima europskih dimenzija. Potvrdu ulaska
u Europsku uniju kao nove sposobnosti, odno-
sno moguénosti nudi primjer rumunjskih Roma
(Leggio i Matras, 2018; Vlase, 2025) koji su isko-
ristili otvorenost europskih granica i odluéili se
na migracijska kretanja s ciljem poboljsanja svo-
jih Zivotnih uvjeta.

Kako je zaklju¢ak o promjeni migracijskoga
smjera stanovni§tva romskih naselja u dosadasnjim
istrazivanjima dobiven posrednim putem, glavni je
cilj ovoga rada na primjeru romskog naselja Kvitro-
vec izravno istraziti migracijska obiljezja i recentne
sociodemografske promjene u romskoj zajednici
Medimurske Zupanije.

Zadaci istrazivanja obuhvacaju identifikaci-
ju migracijskih trendova ¢ime se Zeli potvrditi
uolena emigracija iz romskih naselja te otkriti
osnovne smjerove i razloge recentne prostorne
pokretljivosti stanovnika romskih naselja. Drugi
zadatak istrazivanja odnosi se na analizu socio-
demografske strukture stanovnistva istrazivano-
ga naselja, prvenstveno dobno-spolnoga sastava,
ekonomske i obrazovne strukture. Rad dodatno
pokusava pridonijeti razumijevanju u kojoj su
mjeri ekonomski ¢imbenici osnovni pokretadi (e)
migracije, a u kojoj mjeri migracija predstavlja
odgovor na socijalno okruzenje romskoga naselja
i ogranicene moguénosti integracije unutar njih.
Rad pokusava dati i odgovore na pitanja: Radi li
se o trajnom iseljavanju ili o uspostavi cirkularnih
migracijskih obrazaca? Kako se proces iseljavanja
selektivno odrazava na preostalu demografsku
strukturu naselja, posebice u pogledu dobi, spola
i obrazovanja?

Metodoloske napomene

Autori su istrazivanje proveli primjenom kvantita-
tivne metodologije koriste¢i se metodom anketnoga
upitnika kao instrumenta prikupljanja podataka. Za
razliku od uobicajenih istrazivanja temeljenih na re-
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this study included all households in the settlement
of Kvitrovec, thereby applying the principle of total
coverage, i.e. a census of all the settlement’s resi-
dents. This approach ensured an exceptionally high
level of data precision and reliability by eliminating
sampling error and providing a detailed insight into
micro-local processes that often remain invisible in
national-level research.

'The authors paid special attention to overcom-
ing communication and cultural barriers, which are
often cited in the literature as key challenges in re-
search on Roma communities. A student of Roma
nationality and a native speaker of the Boyash
Romanian language collected data in the field in
collaboration with the authors. By engaging a per-
son from within the community who speaks the
respondents’ native language, a high degree of trust
was achieved, and the possibility of misinterpret-
ing survey questions or providing socially desirable
answers due to a misunderstanding or perception
of the unknown interviewer’s expected responses
was completely eliminated. This person, who comes
from the surveyed settlement and personally knows
all the respondents, also served as a verifier of the
data’s accuracy.

The authors conducted the survey in late 2024
and early 2025 with one adult member of each of
thirteen households who voluntarily and anony-
mously provided detailed data for all other mem-
bers of their household. A household in the sense
of this research was an inhabited housing unit
consisting of all persons living together in it. On
the one hand, the aforementioned methodological
approach allows for a high level of data precision,
but leaves room for the problem of the subjective
recollection of a specific respondent concerning
events within the time period of the last ten years.
However, the aforementioned subjectivity and pos-
sible inaccurate recollection was significantly re-
duced due to the person from the settlement itself
who conducted the survey and who also personally
knows each family in the studied settlement.

The survey questionnaire covers demographic,
economic, and infrastructural characteristics, with
a special emphasis on analyzing migrations over the
past ten years. For the purposes of this paper, the
migration characteristics of permanent relocation,
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prezentativnom uzorku, ovo je istrazivanje obuhvatilo
sva kucanstva u naselju Kvitrovec, ¢ime su autori pri-
mijenili princip potpunoga obuhvata, odnosno popisa
svih stanovnika naselja. Navedeni pristup osigurao je
izrazitu visoku razinu preciznosti i pouzdanosti po-
dataka eliminirajuéi pogresku uzorka i omogucujuéi
detaljan uvid u mikrolokalne procese koji ¢esto ostaju

nevidljivi u istrazivanjima na nacionalnoj razini.

Autori su prilikom provedbe istraZivanja po-
sebnu pozornost posvetili svladavanju komunika-
cijskih i kulturoloskih barijera koje se u literaturi
Cesto navode kao kljuéni izazovi u istrazivanjima
romskih zajednica. Studentica romske nacionalno-
stiiizvorna govornica bajaskoga rumunjskog jezika
prikupila je podatke na terenu u suradnji s auto-
rima. Angazmanom osobe iz same zajednice koja
vlada materinskim jezikom ispitanika postignut je
visok stupanj povjerenja te je u najvecoj mjeri ot-
klonjena moguénost pogresne interpretacije anket-
nih pitanja ili davanja socijalno pozeljnih odgovora
uslijed nerazumijevanja ili percepcije ocekivanih
odgovora nepoznatoga anketara. Navedena osoba
koja dolazi iz istrazivanoga naselja i osobno pozna-
je sve ispitanike ujedno je bila verifikator istinitosti

podataka.

Autori su anketu proveli tijekom 2024. godine
s jednim punoljetnim ¢lanom svakoga od trina-
est kucanstva koji je dobrovoljno i anonimno dao
iscrpne podatke za sve ostale ¢lanove vlastitoga
kucanstva. Kuc¢anstvo je u smislu ovoga istrazi-
vanja predstavljala naseljena stambena jedinica
koju ¢ine sve osobe koje u njoj zajednicki zive.
Navedeni metodoloski pristup s jedne strane
omogucava visoku razinu preciznosti podataka,
no ostavlja prostor za problem subjektivnoga
prisje¢anja konkretnoga ispitanika o dogada-
njima posljednjih deset godina. Ipak, navedena
subjektivnost i eventualno netono prisjecanje
znatno je umanjeno zbog osobe iz samoga na-
selja koja je provodila anketno istrazivanje i koja
osobno dobro poznaje svaku obitelj u istraziva-
nom naselju.

Anketni upitnik obuhva¢a demografska, eko-
nomska i infrastrukturna obiljezja s posebnim
naglaskom na analizu migracija u razdoblju od
posljednjih deset godina. Za potrebe ovoga rada
istrazena su migracijska obiljezja trajnoga pre-



i.e. changes in place of residence and/or domicile,
were investigated. Short-term migrations and pop-
ulation circulation were not investigated on this
occasion. The survey questionnaire, thus prepared,
made it possible to accurately record all individuals
who moved into or out of the settlement during the
observed decade. This provided direct insight into
the migration balance and the spatial directions of
population movement. The main advantage of this
methodological approach lies in the overlap of an
internal perspective and a rigorous scientific struc-
ture, which results in data that not only confirms
or refutes general trends observed through indirect
methods, but also offers an in-depth understanding
of the causes of changes in the (micro)local context.
As the respondents’ participation in the research
was voluntary and the data collected was anony-
mous, the research met basic ethical standards.

Results and Discussion

Location of the Kvitrovec Roma Settlement

Kvitrovec is an unincorporated settlement with-
in the village of Domasinec and the municipality of
the same name. The Kvitrovec site (blue frame in
Figure 2) is located on the southern edge of the vil-
lage of Domasinec. South of Kvitrovec is the village
of Turdisce, the other settlement in the municipality
of Domasinec. On the edge of Kvitrovec, along the
shore of an artificial lake created by gravel mining, a
Roma settlement (red frame in Figure 2) has devel-
oped, spatially separated from the rest of the village
with its majority population.

Slezak defines the term “Roma settlement”in his
work as “a group of housing units with a homo-
geneous Roma ethnic structure, spatially separated
from the settlement, or parts of settlements with
a majority population to which it administratively
belongs, with a specific spatial development, mor-
phological and functional characteristics signifi-
cantly different from those of surrounding major-
ity-population settlements” (Slezak, 2024, 93). The
aforementioned definition is fully applicable to the
Roma settlement Kvitrovec.

seljenja, odnosno promjene mjesta boravista i/ili
prebivalista. Kratkotrajne migracije i cirkulacija
stanovniStva ovom prilikom nisu istrazene. Tako
pripremljen anketni upitnik omogucdio je precizno
biljezenje svih osoba koje su se u promatranom
desetljec¢u doselile u naselje ili se iz njega odselile.
Time je dobiven izravan uvid u migracijsku bilancu
i prostorne smjerove kretanja stanovnistva. Glavna
prednost ovakva metodoloskoga pristupa o¢ituje se
u preklapanju unutarnje perspektive i stroge znan-
stvene strukture, $to rezultira podatcima koji ne
samo da potvrduju ili opovrgavaju opée trendove
uocene posrednim metodama veé¢ nude dubinsko
razumijevanje uzroka promjena u (mikro)lokalnom
kontekstu. Budu¢i da je sudjelovanje ispitanika
u istrazivanju bilo dobrovoljno te su prikupljeni
podatci bili anonimni, istrazivanje je zadovoljilo
osnovne eticke standarde.

Rezultati i rasprava

Polozaj romskoga naselja Kvitrovec

Kvitrovec je naselje bez administrativnoga
statusa u sklopu naselja Domasinec i istoime-
ne opéine. Lokalitet Kvitrovec (plavi okvir na
slici 2) nalazi se na juznom rubu naselja Do-
masinec. Juzno od Kvitrovca nalazi se naselje
Turcisce, drugo naselje opéine Domasinec. Na
rubu Kvitrovca uz obalu umjetnog jezera na-
stalog eksploatacijom §ljunka razvilo se rom-
sko naselje (crveni okvir na slici 2), prostorno
odvojeno od ostatka naselja s vedinskim sta-

novnistvom.

Pojam ,romsko naselje” Slezak u svom radu
definira kao ,skup stambenih jedinica homoge-
ne romske etnicke strukture prostorno odvojen
od naselja, odnosno dijelova naselja s vec¢inskim
stanovni$tvom kojemu administrativno pripa-
da, specifi¢na prostornoga razvoja, morfoloskih
i funkcionalnih obiljezja znatno razlic¢itih od
obiljezja okolnih naselja s veéinskim stanov-
nistvom” (Slezak, 2024, 93). Navedena defini-
cija potpuno je primjenjiva i na romsko naselje
Kvitrovec.
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Fig. 2 The area of the Municipality of Domasinec with the location of Kvitrovec and the Roma seftlement Kvitrovec
SI. 2. Prostor Opcine Domasinec s naznacenom lokacijom Kvitrovea i romskoga naselja Kvitrovec

Source: State Geodetic Administration, digital cadaster
lzvor: Drzavna geodetska uprava, digitalni katastar
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Kvitrovec is a classic example of a spatially seg-
regated part of a settlement inhabited exclusively by
members of the Roma national minority. The phe-
nomenon is not limited to the Medimurje County
and the Republic of Croatia, but is also present in the
wider European environment. Such segregated Roma
settlements are present in many European countries
such as Italy (Picker, 2013), Slovakia (Rochovska
and Rusnikovd, 2018), the Czech Republic (Tousek,
2011; Matousek and Sykora, 2011), Serbia (Vuksa-
novi¢-Macura, 2011), Hungary (Virag and Varadi
2018) and Romania (Picker, 2013). In the Medimurje
region, the spatial segregation of Roma has been dis-
cussed in more detail by Slezak (2009; 2023).

Sociodemographic Structures

A 2024 study found that the Roma settlement
of Kvitrovec has 62 people in 13 households. The
number of household members in the settlement
ranges from one person living alone to two house-
holds with 8 members. The average number of
household members in the Roma settlement of
Kvitrovec is almost 5 people per household (4.77).
The average number of household members in the
Republic of Croatia according to the census is 2.7,
and in Medimurje County it is 3.1, which is the
highest value among all counties in the Republic
of Croatia. The increased average household size
in Medimurje County can certainly be attributed
to its Roma population, as noted in a study on the
role of the Roma in the demographic resources of
Medimurje County (Slezak, 2013).

Kvitrovec je primjer prostorno segregirana dijela
naselja u kojemu iskljucivo Zive pripadnici romske
nacionalne manjine. Navedena pojava nije rezervi-
rana samo za prostor Medimurske Zupanije i Re-
publike Hrvatske, ve¢ je prisutna i u $irem europ-
skom okruzenju. Takva segregirana romska naselja
prisutna su u mnogim europskim zemljama poput
Italije (Picker, 2013), Slovacke (Rochovska i Ru-
snikové, 2018), Ceske (Tousek, 2011; Matousek i
Sykora, 2011), Srbije (Vuksanovi¢-Macura, 2011),
Madarske (Virag i Varadi 2018) ili Rumunjske
(Picker, 2013). U prostoru Medimurja prostor-
nu segregaciju Roma detaljnije je obradio Slezak

(2009; 2023).

Sociodemografske strukture

Istrazivanje provedeno 2024. godine ustanovi-
lo je da romsko naselje Kvitrovec broji 62 osobe u
13 kucanstava. Broj ¢lanova kucéanstava u naselju
varira od jednoga samackog do dvaju kucanstva
s 8 ¢lanova. Prosjecan broj ¢lanova kucanstava u
romskom naselju Kvitrovec iznosi gotovo 5 po
kucéanstvu (4,77). Prosjecan broj ¢lanova kuéan-
stava u Republici Hrvatskoj prema popisu sta-
novni$tva iznosi 2,7, a u Medimurskoj Zupaniji
3,1, §to je najvisa vrijednost medu svim Zupanija-
ma Republike Hrvatske. Povecani prosje¢ni broj
¢lanova kucanstva Medimurska Zupanija zacijelo
moze zahvaliti upravo romskom stanovnistvu, §to
je zamijeceno u radu o ulozi Roma u demogratf-
skim resursima Medimurske Zupanije (Slezak,

2013).

Tab. 1 Number of households by number of members in the Roma settlement of Kvitrovec

Tab. 1. Broj ku¢anstava prema broju ¢lanova u romskom naselju Kvitrovec

Number of members
/ Broj ¢lanova

Number of households

/ Broj kuéanstava

Source: Author's research, 2024/2025
lzvor: Istrazivanje autora, 2024./2025.
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Data for the Roma settlement Kvitrovec indicate a
significant gender imbalance. The settlement is home
to 26 female residents (41.9%) and 36 male residents
(58.01%). The gender imbalance in the settlement is
also shown by the femininity coefficient, which is 72,
and the masculinity coefficient, which is 138.

The age structure shows a high proportion of
young people up to 19 years of age (45.2%), which
is in line with expectations, considering the natu-
ral movement patterns of the Roma population of
Medimurje County during the demographic tran-
sition phase and high fertility, as discussed in more
detail by Slezak (2010b; 2013) and Slezak and Beli¢
(2019). It is interesting to note that there are no in-
dividuals over the age of 60 in the settlement, which
is also not an unexpected finding given the pre-
sumed lower life expectancy of the Roma popula-
tion. The mature population (ages 20-59) accounts
for 54.8% of the settlement’s total population.

A more detailed analysis of the sex structure by age
is best illustrated by the age-sex pyramid (Fig. 3). A
first glance at the irregularity of this graphical rep-
resentation of the age-sex structure by five-year age
groups shows the near absence of an entire generation:
aged 25—44. The pronounced narrowing observed in
the pyramid is not just a demographic indicator; it is
also a spatial reflection of the realized migration as-
pirations of the younger adult population, whose eco-
nomic capabilities have overcome the settlement’s lo-
cal infrastructural and social limitations. The reason for
this generation’s shortfall, i.e. the very small number
of individuals of both sexes in the aforementioned age
group, can be explained by the process of emigration
from the Roma settlement, which will be discussed
in more detail in the section dedicated to migration
movements. The departure of this cohort of the pop-
ulation, which represents its fundamental reproductive
potential, will certainly affect the future characteris-
tics of the settlement’s natural and overall population
movement, with the possibility of an unprecedented
process of depopulation of the Roma settlement.

The aforementioned gender imbalance is most
pronounced in the first three five-year age groups,
in which there are 16 males and only 8 females.
Obviously, the observed sex differences at birth are
a coincidence, given that the sample of the entire
population of the settlements is very small.
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Podatci za romsko naselje Kvitrovec upucuju
na znacajnu spolnu neravnotezu. U naselju Zivi 26
osoba zenskoga spola (41,9 %) i 36 osoba muskoga
spola (58,01 %). Neravnotezu spolnoga sastava na-
selja pokazuje i koeficijent feminiteta koji iznosi 72,
odnosno koeficijent maskuliniteta s vrijednoséu 138.

Dobna struktura pokazuje visok udio mladih
do 19 godina starosti (45,2 %), $to je u skladu s
ocekivanjima imajuéi u vidu obrasce prirodnoga
kretanja romskog stanovnistva Medimurske Zu-
panije u fazi demografske tranzicije i visokoga
fertiliteta, o ¢emu su vise pisali Slezak (2010b;
2013) te Slezak i Beli¢ (2019). Zanimljivo je da
u naselju nema osoba starijih od 60 godina, $to
takoder nije neocekivan nalaz s obzirom na pret-
postavljeni niZe ocekivani zivotni vijek romske
populacije. Zrelo stanovnistvo (20 — 59 godina
starosti) u ukupnom stanovni§tvu naselja sudje-

luje s 54,8 %.

Detaljniju analizu spolne strukture po dobi naj-
bolje prikazuje dobno-spolna piramida (sl. 3). Ve¢
prvi pogled na nepravilnost ovoga grafickog pri-
kaza dobno-spolne strukture prema petogodidnjim
dobnim skupinama upuéuje na o€it nedostatak
Citave generacije starosti 25 — 44 godine. Uoceno
duboko suzenje u piramidi nije samo demografski
indikator, to je ujedno i prostorni odraz realizira-
nih migracijskih aspiracija mladega zrelog stanov-
nistva, ¢ije su ekonomske sposobnosti nadvladale
lokalna infrastrukturna i socijalna ogranicenja
naselja. Uzrok nedostatka navedene generacije,
odnosno vrlo mali broj osoba obaju spolova u na-
vedenoj dobnoj skupini moze se objasniti proce-
som emigracije iz romskoga naselja, o cemu e vise
rije¢i biti u poglavlju posveé¢enom migracijskim
kretanjima. Odlazak ove kohorte stanovnistva,
koja predstavlja temeljni reproduktivni potencijal,
sigurno Ce utjecati na buduca obiljezja prirodno-
ga i ukupnoga kretanja stanovni$tva naselja s mo-
guénoscu dosad nezamisliva procesa depopulacije
romskoga naselja.

Prije spomenuta spolna neravnoteza najizrazeni-
ja je u prve tri petogodisnje dobne skupine u kojima
je 16 osoba muskoga i samo 8 osoba Zenskoga spola.
Ocito je rije¢ o slucajnosti zamijeéenih spolnih ra-
zlika pri radanju s obzirom na to da je promatrani

uzorak cjelokupnog stanovnistva naselja jako mali.



Fig. 3 Age-sex structure of the Roma seftlement Kvitrovec, 2024
SI. 3. Dobno-spolna struktura romskoga naselja Kvifrovec 2024.

Source: Author's research, 2024/2025
lzvor: Istrazivanje autora, 2024./2025.

Table 2 provides a more detailed breakdown of
the educational structure of the population of the
Roma settlement Kvitrovec. Of the nine children old
enough for daycare or preschool, only one attends
an early childhood education and care facility. This
finding represents a critical issue. Since early and
preschool education and care are crucial for mas-
tering the Croatian language and for socialization, a
failure at this stage of integration will undoubtedly
lead to difficulties in the subsequent phases of the
children’s education. From the perspective of ability
theory, this data on the exclusion of children from
the early and preschool education system represents
a deficit in the making. The absence of opportunities
for early linguistic and social integration jeopardizes
the potential of this segment of the population in
later stages of life. This generation, like all previous
ones, could be one that continues to have high aspi-
rations but also diminished abilities.

On the other hand, all fifteen children of school
age regularly attend elementary school. This is a
significant improvement compared to previous dec-

Tablica 2 detaljnije prikazuje obrazovnu struk-
turu stanovnistva romskoga naselja Kvitrovec. Od
devetero djece doraslo za jaslice, odnosno vrti¢,
ustanovu predskolskoga odgoja i obrazovanja po-
hada samo jedno dijete. Ovaj podatak predstavlja
kriti¢an nalaz. Kako je rani i predskolski odgoj i
obrazovanje presudan za svladavanje hrvatskoga
jezika i socijalizaciju, propust u ovoj fazi integra-
cije zacijelo ¢e generirati poteskoce u narednim
fazama obrazovanja djece. Iz pozicije teorije spo-
sobnosti ovaj podatak o neukljucenosti djece u
sustav ranoga i predskolskoga odgoja i obrazo-
vanja predstavlja deficit u nastajanju. Izostanak
moguénosti rane jezi¢ne i socijalne integracije
ugrozava potencijal toga dijela stanovniStva u
kasnijim Zivotnim fazama. Navedena generacija,
kao i sve dosadasnje, mogla bi biti generacija koja
nastavlja imati visoke aspiracije, ali i smanjene

sposobnosti.

S druge strane, svih petnaestero djece dobi dora-
sle za osnovnu skolu redovno je pohada. To je velik
napredak u odnosu na prosla desetljeca i velik zalog
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Tab. 2 Educational structure of the population of the Roma settlement Kvitrovec by sex
Tab. 2. Obrazovna struktura stanovnistva romskoga naselja Kvifrovec po spolu

Education Level / Razina obrazovanja

e
S~
N

Does not attend preschool / kindergarten / ne pohada jaslice / vrti¢

Attends preschool / kindergarten / pohada jaslice / vrti¢

Attends elementary school / pohada osnovnu skolu

Never attended elementary school / nikad pohadao/la osnovnu skolu

Did not complete elementary school / nezavriena OS

Completed elementary school / zavréena 0S

Attending high school / pohada srednju skolu

High school not completed / nezavriena srednja skola

High school completed / zavréena srednja skola

Attending college/university / pohada fakultet

College/university not completed / nezavréena visa / visoka skola (fakultet)

College/university completed / zavriena visa / visoka skola (fakultet)

olo|o|w|r|olw|a|v|o|m|w| £

O OIRINIRINDNIWVWIANWI N O|-

Source: Author's research, 2024/2025
lzvor: Istrazivanje autora, 2024./2025.

ades and a strong foundation for future integration.
All individuals who have never attended school are
over 48 years old, which is proof of the disarray
of the education system and the lack of care and
incentives for including members of the Roma
national minority in the education system some
40 years ago. Individuals with incomplete prima-
ry education (12 people) are also overwhelmingly
in older age groups over 40 years of age, with two
exceptions in their thirties and one person in their
late twenties. Individuals with only a primary edu-
cation are mostly in the 20-35 age group, with the
exception of one 46-year-old person. Among those
with a completed high school education—who are
almost all, with one exception, between the ages of
17 and 28. Here, however, it is worth noting a sig-
nificant gender gap: the share of males is four times
higher than that of females. The issue of second-
ary education and encouragement to enroll in high
school within the Roma community has gender
differences, where it is more acceptable for males to
enroll in high school than for females.

The authors analyzed the economic structure at
the household level by type of income. Regular in-
come in the form of wages, i.e. compensation for
the work of permanently employed individuals, is
received by as many as nine households, or 69%.
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za buducu integraciju. Sve osobe koje nikad nisu
pohadale skolu starije su od 48 godina, s§to je do-
kaz nesredenosti sustava obrazovanja i nepostojanja
brige i poticaja za uklju¢ivanje pripadnika romske
nacionalne manjine u obrazovni sustav prije 40-ak
godina. Osobe s nezavrSenom osnovnom $kolom
(12 osoba) takoder su velikoj vedini u starijim dob-
nim skupinama preko 40 godina starosti s dvjema
iznimkama u tridesetim i jedne osobe u kasnim
dvadesetim godinama. Osobe sa zavr$enom samo
osnovnom $kolom najveéim su dijelom u dobnoj
skupini 20 — 35 godina starosti s iznimkom jedne
osobe 46 godina starosti. Osobe sa zavr§enom sred-
njom $kolom gotovo su sve, osim jedne iznimke, u
dobi 17 — 28 godina. Ovdje, ipak, valja opaziti veli-
ku spolnu razliku kod osoba sa zavrSenom srednjom
skolom, gdje je osoba muskoga spola Cetiri puta vise
od osoba Zenskoga spola. Pitanje srednjoskolsko-
ga obrazovanja i poticanja na upis u srednju $kolu
unutar romske zajednice ima spolne razlike gdje je
prihvatljivije da srednju $kolu upisuju pripadnici
muskoga spola nego Zenskoga.

Autori su ekonomsku strukturu analizirali
na razini kucanstava prema vrsti prihoda. Re-
dovni prihod u vidu place, odnosno naknade za
rad stalno zaposlenih osoba, ostvaruje ¢ak devet
kucanstava, odnosno njih 69 %. Usporedujudi taj



Tab 3 Structure of household incomes in the Roma settlement of Kvitrovec

Tab. 3. Struktura prihoda ku¢anstava romskoga naselja Kvitrovec

Number of
Source of income households
/ Vrsta prihoda / Broj
kuéanstava
Wages / Employment / placa / zaposlenje 9
Occasional work / povremeni rad 6
Pension / mirovina 0
Unemployment benefits / naknada za nezaposlene 0
Maternity/parental benefit /rodiljna / roditeljska naknada 3
Child allowance / djecji doplatak 7
Minimum guaranteed allowance (social assistance) / minimalna zajamcena naknada 6
(socijalna pomo¢)
Begging / prosnja 0
Scholarship (high school, college) / stipendija (srednjoskolska, studentska) 1

Source: Author's research, 2024/2025
lzvor: Istrazivanje autora, 2024./2025.

Ilustratively comparing this data with that from
earlier studies of Roma settlements, one concludes
that there has been a significant increase in employ-
ment among the Roma population over the past
period. In his 2010 study on the Roma settlement
of Kurdanec, Slezak (2010a) reported that only
8.5% of households earned income through regular
employment. Similarly, in Kvitrovec, 6 households
(46%) receive income through the guaranteed min-
imum allowance, the current form of social assis-
tance. In KurSanec, by comparison, fifteen years
ago as many as 91% of households received social
assistance as an income source (Slezak, 2010a). Al-
though this is a study of two different Roma set-
tlements, assuming similar characteristics of the
Roma population in these settlements, a compar-
ison can be made. It is evident that there has been
a significant change in the structure of household
income within the Roma population, in the form
of increased employment and a decrease in depend-
ence on social benefits. This result can certainly
contribute to reducing the widespread stereotype of
the Roma as a community that lives exclusively on
social welfare.

Comparing the employment rate of residents of
the Roma settlement Kvitrovec, which at the in-
dividual level is 36%, with data from the research

podatak s podatcima ranijih istrazivanja na pri-
mjerima drugih romskih naselja, vidi se znatno
povecéanje zaposlenosti romskoga stanovnistva
u proteklom periodu. U svojem radu iz 2010.
na primjeru romskoga naselja Kursanec Slezak
(2010a) donosi podatak o svega 8,5 % kucansta-
va koja su prihode ostvarivala putem naknade
za redovan rad. Jednako tako, u Kvitrovcu 6 ku-
¢anstava (46 %) ostvaruje prihod kroz zajamce-
nu minimalnu naknadu, trenutni oblik socijalne
pomodi. U Kur$ancu, za ilustrativnu usporedbu,
socijalnu pomo¢ kao izvor prihoda prije petnaest
godina ostvarivalo je ¢ak 91 % kucanstava (Sle-
zak, 2010a). Iako je rije¢ o istrazivanju u dvama
razli¢itim romskim naseljima, usporedba moze
stajati pod pretpostavkom sli¢nih obiljezja rom-
skoga stanovnistva u romskim naseljima. Nave-
deno upucuje na to da je u romskoj populaciji
doslo do znatne promjene u strukturi prihoda
kuéanstava u vidu povecanja zaposlenosti i sma-
njenja ovisnosti o socijalnim primanjima. Ovaj
rezultat moze pridonijeti smanjenju rasirenoga
stereotipa o Romima kao zajednici koja Zivi is-
kljuéivo od socijalnih davanja.

Usporedujuéi zaposlenost stanovnika rom-
skoga naselja Kvitrovec, koja na individualnoj

razini iznosi 36 %, s podatcima istrazivanja

81

H. Slezak
Z. Braici¢
D. Jukopila

Sociodemographic
change and
migration in a
Roma settlement
in Medimurje
County: the case of

Kvitrovec

Sociodemografske
promjene i
migracije u

romskom naselju
u Medimurskoj
Zupaniji: slucaj
Kvitrovca



HRVATSKI
GEOGRAFSKI
GLASNIK
88/1,67-91 (2026.)

of the European Union Agency for Fundamental
Rights (2025a), where the EU-level employment
rate for Roma is 54%, it can be concluded that
Roma employment in Kvitrovec remains below av-
erage compared to the European average. Although
progress is visible, Roma employment still remains
an important issue to address.

'The issue of increasing employment among the
Roma population can be interpreted in two ways in
the context of Medimurje County. On one hand,
the advanced integration process and an increas-
ingly higher educational attainment encourage the
Roma to seek employment and move away from
dependence on social benefits. On the other hand,
after the Republic of Croatia joined the Europe-
an Union and a very large number of working-age
people went abroad for work, the economy of
Medimurje County found itself, in a short period of
time, in a phase of chronic labor shortage that is in
the process of being compensated for by importing
foreign workers. In this situation, many Medimurje
entrepreneurs, especially in the labor-intensive sec-
tor, have turned to the Roma as a domestic, still un-
derutilized, labor pool. The advantage for the Roma,
who had otherwise faced years of employment
discrimination, became the Croatian language as
the means of communication with employers. Al-
though their native language is the Boyash Romani,
all Medimurje Roma use Croatian as a second lan-
guage, or as the primary language for communica-
tion with members of the majority population.

By industry sector, the predominant sector for
Roma from Kvitrovec is the metal industry, followed
by the meat industry, construction, and secondary
raw material collection. It is important to note here
that those involved in collecting secondary raw ma-
terials do so through permanent employment with
legal entities registered for this type of activity.

An interesting fact is that among the employed
individuals, two work abroad. This fact confirms the
theoretical concept of aspirations and capabilities
(de Haas, 2021), where Croatia’s accession to the
European Union has contributed to Croatian citi-
zenship becoming a very valuable resource for the
Roma community. With the opening of borders
and the possibility of free movement of the work-
force, the Roma of Medimurje County are trans-
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Agencije Europske unije za temeljna prava
(2025a) gdje na razini EU-a zaposlenost Roma
iznosi 54 %, daje se zakljuciti o jo$ uvijek is-
podprosjecnoj zaposlenosti Roma u Kvitroveu
u odnosu na europski prosjek. Iako je napredak
vidljiv, zaposlenost Roma ostaje vazno pitanje za

rjeSavanje.

Pitanje povecanja zaposlenosti romskoga
stanovni§tva moze se u uvjetima Medimurske
Zupanije tumaciti dvojako. S jedne strane, uzna-
predovali proces integracije i sve visa obrazovna
struktura poticu Rome na zaposljavanje i odmak
od ovisnosti o socijalnim primanjima. S druge
strane, nakon ulaska Republike Hrvatske u Eu-
ropsku uniju i odlaska vrlo velika broja radno
aktivnih Jjudi na rad u inozemstvo, gospodarstvo
Medimurske Zupanije naslo se u kratkom roku u
fazi kroni¢noga nedostatka radne snage koji se
pokusava nadomjestiti uvozom stranih radnika.
U takvoj situaciji mnogi medimurski poduzetni-
ci, pogotovo u dijelu radno intenzivne industrije,
okrenuli su se Romima kao domacem, jo§ nedo-
voljno iskoristenom bazenu radne snage. Pred-
nost Roma, koji su inace godinama dozivljavali
diskriminaciju pri zaposljavanju, postao je hrvat-
ski jezik kao jezik komunikacije s poslodavcem.
Tako im je materinski jezik bajaski rumunjski, svi
se medimurski Romi sluze hrvatskim kao dru-
gim jezikom, odnosno kao primarnim jezikom
komunikacije s pripadnicima veé¢inskoga stanov-
nistva.

Prema granama djelatnosti u kojima su Romi iz
Kvitrovca zaposleni prevladava metalska industrija
koju slijede mesna industrija te djelatnosti gradevinar-
stva i skupljanja sekundarnih sirovina. Ovdje je vazno
napomenuti da osobe koje se bave skupljanjem sekun-
darnih sirovina to ¢ine kroz stalno zaposlenje u prav-

nim osobama registriranima za tu vrstu djelatnosti.

Zanimljiv je podatak da medu zaposlenim
osobama dvije rade u inozemstvu. Ovaj podatak
potvrduje teorijski koncept aspiracija i sposob-
nosti (de Haas, 2021) gdje je ulazak Hrvatske
u Europsku uniju pridonio tomu da je hrvatsko
drzavljanstvo postalo vrlo vrijedan resurs romske
zajednice. Otvaranjem granica i moguénoscu slo-
bodnoga kretanja radne snage Romi Medimurske

Zupanije transformiraju se iz izrazito nemobilno-



forming from a highly immobile population into
EU citizens with the right of free movement.

However, the fact that the economic situation
within the Roma community is not entirely posi-
tive is shown by the fact that as many as 16 people
in the 10 households surveyed are unemployed and
are actively seeking employment.

The observed transformation of the economic
structure of Roma households, the employment of
Roma, and easier access to the labor market are a
major step forward in the integration process of the
Roma community in Medimurje County. However,
the large number of unemployed people indicates
that the process of enabling Roma access to the
labor market and employment, although showing
positive developments, is by no means complete.
Similarly, the example of Kvitrovec shows how
macroeconomic pressure in the form of a labor
shortage can become a more eftective driver of the
integration process than targeted social programs.

Migration Characteristics

Of the 62 people recorded in the Kvitrovec Roma
settlement, 50 (80.6%) were born in the settlement.
Of the twelve people who moved to Kvitrovec, 10
were female and two were male. All 10 female res-
idents and one male resident moved to Kvitrovec
for marriage. In only one case, marriage was not
the reason for moving. Marital ties, therefore, rep-
resent the almost exclusive reason for immigration
to the Roma settlement. The time of arrival of the
immigrants ranges from 1984 to 2021. In the last
decade, only two female immigrants have moved to
the settlement.

'The analysis of the places from which the relo-
cated individuals came confirms that immigration
to the Roma settlements is exclusively from other
Roma settlements as part of a “functional Roma
region” (Slezak, 2010a: 96). The largest number of
people moved from Kursanec and Pigkorovec (three
people each), then from Parag (two people), and
one person each from Kotoriba, Pribislavec, Pod-
turen, and Strmec near Varazdin. Thus, the greatest
number of arrivals came from the Roma settle-
ments with the largest populations.

ga stanovnistva u gradane EU-a s pravom slobod-
noga kretanja.

Da ekonomska situacija unutar romske zajed-
nice ipak nije posve pozitivna, pokazuje podatak
da je ¢ak 16 osoba u 10 istrazivanih kucanstava
nezaposleno i da pritom aktivno traze zaposle-

nje.

Uocena preobrazba ekonomske strukture rom-
skih kucanstava, zaposljavanje Roma i laksi pri-
stup trzistu rada velik je korak naprijed u integra-
cijskom procesu romske zajednice u Medimur-
skoj zupaniji. Ipak, velik broj nezaposlenih osoba
upozorava na Cinjenicu da proces omogucavanja
pristupa trzi$tu rada i zaposljavanja Roma, iako
pokazuje pozitivna kretanja, jo§ ni priblizno nije
dovrsen. Jednako tako, primjer Kvitrovca pokazu-
je da makroekonomski pritisak u vidu nedostatka
radne snage moze postati ucinkovitiji pokretac
integracijskoga procesa od ciljanih socijalnih pro-

grama.

Migracijska obiliezja

Od 62 osobe zabiljezene u romskom naselju
Kvitrovec njih 50 (80,6 %) rodeno je u istrazivanom
naselju. Od dvanaest osoba doseljenih u Kvitrovec
10 je osoba Zenskoga spola, a dvije muskoga. Svih
10 Zenskih osoba i jedna muska u Kvitrovec su se
doselile zbog udaje odnosno Zenidbe. U samo jed-
nom slucaju sklapanje braka nije bio razlog dolaska.
Zenidbene veze, stoga, predstavljaju gotovo isklju-
¢ivi razlog imigracije u romsko naselje. Vrijeme
dolaska doseljenih osoba u rasponu je od 1984. do
2021.U posljednjem desetlje¢u u naselje su doselile
samo dvije osobe Zenskoga spola.

Analiza mjesta iz kojih su dosle doseljene
osobe potvrduje imigraciju u romska naselja kao
iskljuéivu imigraciju iz drugih romskih naselja
kao dijela ,funkcionalne romske regije” (Slezak,
2010a: 96). Najvise se osoba doselilo iz Kur-
$anca i Piskorovca (po tri osobe), zatim Paraga
(dvije osobe) te po jedna osoba iz Kotoribe, Pri-
bislavca, Podturna i Strmca kraj Varazdina. Da-
kle, najvise osoba doselilo se iz najve¢ih romskih

naselja.
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'The authors investigated emigration characteris-
tics over the past 10 years. During the period stud-
ied, 12 girls left Kvitrovec to get married. It is inter-
esting to see that the destination of departure, i.e.
the place of marriage, does not deviate much from
the previous pattern of girls leaving for other Roma
settlements observed by Slezak (2010a) in his study
on Kursanec. Slightly more than half of the girls, 8
of them, married into other Roma settlements in
Medimurje County. One of them moved abroad for
marriage, while the remaining three girls married
into settlements with a majority population. Only
one of the 12 girls mentioned, the one who moved
abroad, married a member of the majority popu-
lation, while all the other girls married members
of the Roma national minority. Therefore, despite
the partial spatial dispersion of leaving the circle of
Roma settlements, the Roma community remains
ethnically very endogamous.

An even more interesting aspect of emigration is
that over the past 10 years, not counting girls who
moved away due to marriage, seven families total 23
members have left the Roma settlement of Kvitro-
vec, buying a house either in Domasinec or in an-
other nearby settlement with a majority population.
In all cases, they are younger men born in Kvitrovec
who have started families and left the settlement.
All of them left between the ages of 19 and 29. A
very interesting fact is that all 7 of these men were
in steady employment at the time of their depar-
ture and purchased their homes with the help of a
bank loan secured on the basis of their steady em-
ployment and income. In this case, the acquisition
of creditworthiness proves to be the key driver of
spatial mobility, thereby confirming the thesis that
the economic integration of the Roma population
through employment does not necessarily lead to
the development of the Roma settlement itself but
serves as a means to create the prerequisites for
leaving a segregated space, which results in socio-
economic impoverishment of the remaining part of
the Roma community in the settlement.

The data presented show a very intense pro-
cess of emigration from the Roma settlement of
Kvitrovec, which is consistent with the indirectly
recorded characteristics of significant emigra-
tion from Roma settlements observed by Slezak
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Autori su istrazili emigracijska obiljezja za
razdoblje unazad 10 godina. U istrazivanom raz-
doblju 12 djevojaka napustilo je Kvitrovec radi
udaje. Mjesto odlaska, odnosno udaje, pritom ne
odskace previse od dosadasnjega obrasca odlaska
djevojaka u druga romska naselja koja je uocio
Slezak (2010a) u svojem radu o Kur$ancu. Nesto
vise od polovice djevojka, njih 8, udalo se u druga
romska naselja Medimurske Zupanije. Jedna od
njih zbog udaje se odselila u inozemstvo, dok su
se preostale tri djevojke udale u naselja s veéin-
skim stanovniStvom. Samo jedna od navedenih
12 djevojaka, i to ona koja je otisla u inozemstvo,
sklopila je brak s pripadnikom veéinskoga naroda,
dok su se sve ostale djevojke udale za pripadni-
ke romske nacionalne manjine. Dakle, bez obzira
na djelomi¢nu prostornu disperziju odlaska izvan
kruga romskih naselja romska zajednica ostaje et-
nic¢ki jako endogamna.

Drugo, jo$ zanimljivije, emigracijsko obiljezje
jest to §to je unazad proteklih 10 godina, ne ubra-
jajuéi odseljene djevojke zbog udaje, romsko naselje
Kvitrovec napustilo ¢ak 7 obitelji s ukupno 23 ¢la-
na kupivéi kuéu ili u Domasincu ili u nekom dru-
gom obliZnjem naselju s veéinskim stanovnistvom.
U svim je slucajevima rije¢ o mladim muskarcima
rodenima u Kvitroveu koji su zasnovali obitelj i na-
pustili naselje. Svi su otisli u rasponu dobi od 19 do
29 godina starosti. Vrlo je zanimljiva ¢injenica da je
svih sedam navedenih muskaraca u trenutku odla-
ska bilo stalno zaposleno te su kupnju kuce ostvarili
uz pomo¢ bankovnoga kredita dobivenog na teme-
lju stalnog zaposlenja i stalnih prihoda. Stjecanje
kreditne sposobnosti u ovom se slucaju pokazuje
kao klju¢ni pokreta¢ prostorne mobilnosti, ¢ime se
potvrduje teza da ekonomska integracija romskoga
stanovnistva kroz zaposljavanje ne vodi nuzno ra-
zvoju samoga romskog naselja, ve¢ sluzi kao sred-
stvo ostvarenja preduvjeta izlaska iz segregiranoga
prostora, §to za posljedicu ima socioeckonomsko
osiromasenje preostaloga dijela romske zajednice u

naselju.

Rezultati istrazivanja upucuju na izrazitu
selektivnost emigracije iz romskoga naselja. S jedne
strane, Zensko stanovnistvo odlazi zbog udaje ve¢inom
u druga romska naselja. S druge strane, najvitalniji i

ekonomski najsposobniji dio stanovni$tva napusta



Tab 4 Permanent migration of the Roma setflement Kvitrovec 2015 - 2024
Tab. 4. Trajna migracijo romskoga naselja Kvitrovec 2015. - 2024,

Emigrants / Odseljene osobe Immigrants / Doseljene osobe
Year Q\eg ea(r)-f Age of
/ Go- Sex | Place of arrival tp Reason for leaving Sex | Place of departure | arrival | Reason for moving
70 / Spol | / Mjesto doseljenja Y€ |/ Razlog odlaska / Spol | / Mjesto odseljenja | /Dob | / Razlog dolaska
dina ’ *“| /Dob °© ’ ©
dolaska
odlaska
F/7 Drzimurec 18 marriage / udaja
2015 | F/7 Kotoriba 16 marriage / udaja
F/7 Piskorovec 17 marriage / udaja
F/7 Njemacka 21 marriage / udaja
2016 | F/7 Pigkorovec 22 marriage / udaja F/7 Trnovec 15 marriage / udaja
F/7 Piskorovec 15 marriage / udaja
2017 | F/Z Orehovica 18 marriage / udaja
« Family /
M Domaginec 20 Obiteljska selidba
> « Family /
Bz Domaginee 19 Obiteljska selidba
M Domasinec 2 . Fa.tmﬂy / .
Obiteljska selidba
2018 Family /
. ily
M Domaginec 0 Obiteljska selidba
s Family /
M Turtisce % Obiteljska selidba
S o Family /
F/z Turtisce 17 Obiteljska selidba
F/7 Kursanec 17 marriage / udaja
« Family /
M Domasinee 2 Obiteljska selidba
2019 | F/Z  Domasi bl Family /
’ omastree Obiteljska selidba
F/7 Cakovec 25 marriage / udaja
F/7 Kur3anec 27 marriage / udaja
F/7 Orehovica 18 marriage / udaja
« Family /
M Domaginee » Obiteljska selidba
Family /
= B Obiteljska
Bz Domaginec ¥ selidba Family /
Obiteljska selidba
M Domasinec 10 . Fa'rmly / . .
2021 Obiteljska selidba F/7Z Kur$anec 20 marriage / udaja
o Family /
M Domainee 2 Obiteljska selidba
F/7 Domasi 21 Family /
omastree Obiteljska selidba
. Family /
M Domasinee 3 Obiteljska selidba
F/7 Pus¢ine 17 marriage / udaja
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continued Tab 4 Permanent migration of the Roma seftlement Kvitrovec 2015 - 2024

nastavak Tab. 4. Trajna migracijo romskoga naselja Kvitrovec 2015. - 2024.

Emigrants / Odseljene osobe Immigrants / Doseljene osobe
Year ig ealt‘)-f Age of
/ Go- Sex | Place of arrival UI; Reason for leaving Sex | Place of departure | arrival | Reason for moving
di 0 / Spol | / Mjesto doseljenja /Dreb / Razlog odlaska / Spol | / Mjesto odseljenja | /Dob | /Razlog dolaska
e ; dolaska
odlaska
M Njemacka 19 job / posao
- Family /
M Domasinec 2 Obiteljska selidba
F/7 Domagi 2 Family /
omasinee Obiteljska selidba
« Family /
M Domaginec 6 Obiteljska selidba
« Family /
M Domasinec 4 Obiteljska selidba
2023 . - Family /
F/Z  Domafinec 3 (piticka selidba
F/7 D . 0 Family /
omasee Obiteljska selidba
Family /
M Palovee 19 Obiteljska selidba
F/7 Palovec 18 Family /
v Obiteljska selidba
Family /
M Palovee 1 Obiteljska selidba

Source: Author's research, 2024/2025
lzvor: Istrazivanje autora, 2024./2025.

(2022) in the case of Parag and Piskorovec. Over
the past 10 years, 36 people have left the settle-

ment.

The stated research result indicates a pro-
nounced selectivity in emigration from the Roma
settlement. On the one hand, the female popula-
tion mostly leaves due to marriage to other Roma
settlements. On the other hand, the most vital and
economically capable segment of the population
abandons the segregated Roma settlement, leav-
ing behind a demographically and economically
impoverished community. Economic integration
of Roma in the form of employment is not a pro-
cess that contributes to the development of the
community in the Roma settlement, but rather a
means that influences the exodus from the Roma
settlement.
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segregirano romsko naselje ostavljaju¢i demografski i
ekonomski osiromasenu zajednicu romskoga naselja.
Ekonomska integracija Roma u vidu zaposljavanja nije
proces koji pridonosi razvoju zajednice u romskom
naselju, ve¢ sredstvo koje utjece na izlazak iz romskoga
naselja. Navedeni podatci pokazuju vrlo intenzivan
proces emigracije iz romskoga naselja Kvitrovec, §to je
u skladu s posredno zabiljezenim obiljezjima znacajne
emigracije iz romskih naselja koja je uocio Slezak
(2022) na primjeru Paraga i Piskorovea. U proteklih
10 godina, naselje je napustilo 36 ljudi.

Uzimajuéi u obzir broj doseljenih (2) i odseljenih
osoba (36) u proteklih 10 godina, autori donose za-
kljucak o izrazitom emigracijskom smjeru prostorne
pokretljivosti stanovniStva romskoga naselja Kvitro-
vec. Retrogradnim izra¢unom na temelju prikupljenih
podataka o broju rodenih, umrlih, doseljenih i odselje-



Considering the number of arrivals (2) and de-
partures (36) over the past 10 years, the authors
conclude that the population of the Roma set-
tlement Kvitrovec exhibits a pronounced emigra-
tional pattern of spatial mobility. By back-calcu-
lation based on collected data on the number of
births, deaths, arrivals, and departures, the authors
determined that 10 years ago (in 2015), the Roma
settlement of Kvitrovec had 69 inhabitants. This
figure is very important for understanding the
demographic dynamics of Roma settlements. It
is clear that Kvitrovec has reached a point where
emigration is negating the value of the natural
movement of the Roma population. Anticipating
greater economic integration of the Roma pop-
ulation in other Roma settlements in the future,
a strong wave of emigration from Roma settle-
ments to majority-population settlements can be
expected.

Additional insight into the emigration po-
tential, or latent aspirations, within the Kvitro-
vec Roma settlement is provided by respondents’
answers to the question of whether they want to
move out of the settlement. Of the 13 respond-
ents representing their households, six expressed
a desire to leave the Roma settlement. They cited
nearby majority-population settlements as their
preferred destination, citing a desire for better and
more peaceful living conditions.

Applying the theoretical framework of migra-
tion aspirations and capabilities (de Haas, 2021), it
can be concluded that aspirations for a better life
within the Roma settlement of Kvitrovec likely ex-
isted earlier as well, but that only a recent increase
in economic capabilities by way of employment
and the indirect attainment of creditworthiness
has enabled the transformation of these aspirations
into actual mobility. In the case of Kvitrovec, it is
also important to point out the “capacity to stay”
emphasized by Carling and Schewel (2018). This
refers to the fact that within the Roma community,
there is involuntary immobility among those who
wish to leave but, due to economic impossibilities
or insufficient means, are unable to realize their la-
tent aspirations of leaving the Roma settlement.
'This phenomenon confirms the risk of continued
spatial segregation in Roma settlements, where

nih osoba autori su dosli do podatka da je prije deset
godina (2015. godine) romsko naselje Kvitrovec bro-
jilo 69 stanovnika. Navedeni podatak vrlo je vazan u
razumijevanju demografske dinamike romskih naselja.
Ocito je da je Kvitrovec dosegao tocku gdje emigra-
cija ponistava vrijednost prirodnoga kretanja romsko-
ga stanovnistva. Ocekujuéi u buduéem razdoblju sve
veéu ekonomsku integraciju romskoga stanovnistva i
u drugim romskim naseljima, pretpostavljamo snazan
emigracijski val iz romskih naselja prema naseljima s

vedinskim stanovnistvom.

Dodatni uvid u emigracijski potencijal, odnosno
latentne aspiracije unutar romskoga naselja Kvitrovec,
daje podatak o odgovorima ispitanika na pitanje Zele
li se odseliti izvan romskoga naselja. Od 13 ispitani-
ka koji su predstavljali svoje kucanstvo njih 6 izrazilo
je zelju za napustanjem svoga naselja. Kao pozeljnu
destinaciju naveli su obliZnja naselja s ve¢inskim sta-
novnistvom, a kao razlog Zelju za boljim i mirnijim

uvjetima Zivljenja.

Primjenom teorijskoga okvira migracijskih aspira-
cija i sposobnosti (de Haas, 2021) moze se zakljuciti
da su aspiracije za boljim Zivotom unutar romskoga
naselja Kvitrovec vjerojatno postojale i ranije, no da je
tek recentno povecanje ekonomskih sposobnosti kroz
zaposljavanje i posredno ostvarenje kreditne sposob-
nosti omogudilo transformaciju tih aspiracija u stvar-
nu mobilnost. U sluc¢aju Kvitrovea vazno je upozoriti
i na ,sposobnost ostanka” koju naglasavaju Carling i
Schewel (2018). Rijec je o ¢injenici da unutar romske
zajednice postoji nedobrovoljna imobilnost onih koji
zele otidi, ali zbog ekonomskih nemoguénosti, odno-
sno nedovoljnih sposobnosti, nisu u prilici to uciniti,
odnosno realizirati latentne aspiracije za odlaskom
izvan romskoga naselja. Ta pojava potvrduje rizik na-
stavka prostorne segregacije u romskim naseljima, gdje
dolazi do povecanja, odnosno koncentracije socijalne
deprivacije stanovnika naselja.

Primjer Kvitrovca i njegovih emigracijskih obiljezja
upucuje na jedan paradoks. Naime, rad Ionele Vlase
(2025) na primjeru rumunjskih Roma upucuje na to
da su Romi u stalnom radnom odnosu manje sklo-
ni migraciji od samozaposlenih osoba i onih koji se
skoluju. U Kvitroveu migriraju upravo oni koji imaju
stalni radni odnos. Obitelji koje su se odselile nisu bile
najsiromasnije, ve¢, naprotiv, ekonomski najintegrira-

nije koje u svjetlu de Haasova modela predstavljaju
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there is an increase, or concentration, of social
deprivation among the residents.

The example of Kvitrovec and its migration
characteristics points to a paradox. Namely, the
work of Tonela Vlase (2025), using the example
of Romanian Roma, suggests that Roma in per-
manent employment are less inclined to migrate
than the self-employed and those in education.
In Kvitrovec, it is precisely those with perma-
nent employment who migrate. The families
who moved away were not the poorest but, on
the contrary, the most economically integrated,
who, in light of the de Haas model, represent
those with the greatest capabilities. The assump-
tion is that in Romania, Roma see paid work and
economic security as a good enough reason to
stay, whereas in Kvitrovec, steady employment
becomes a tool for creditworthiness and enables
escape from the segregated settlement. In the
case of Kvitrovec, employment is not the ulti-
mate goal of migration and the integration pro-
cess, but a means that enables spatial mobility
and escape from the segregated conditions of the
Roma settlement.

Conclusion

'The results of the research on socio-demograph-
ic changes in the Roma settlement of Kvitrovec
in Medimurje County provide confirmation of de
Haas’s theoretical framework of “aspirations and
capabilities” (de Haas, 2021) at the micro-local lev-
el by revealing the complex dynamics of the Roma
community’s transformation. The research findings,
based on a comprehensive coverage of the popu-
lation of the studied Roma settlement, challenge
stereotypes about the static nature of Roma set-
tlements and point to fundamental changes in the
mechanisms of social and spatial integration.

The conducted research resulted in several im-
portant conclusions. The obtained results, consid-
ering a dose of reserve due to the microlocal spatial
scope of the research, indicate that the economic
integration of the Roma community acts as a cata-
lyst for migration, rather than a factor in retaining
the Roma population in existing Roma settlements.
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one s najveéim sposobnostima. Pretpostavka je da u
Rumunjskoj Romi placeni posao i ekonomsku sigur-
nost vide kao dovoljno dobar razlog ostanka, dok u
Kvitroveu stalno zaposlenje postaje instrument kredit-
ne sposobnosti i omogucavanja bijega iz segregirano-
ga naselja. U slucaju Kvitrovea zaposlenje nije krajnji
cilj migracija i integracijskog procesa, ve¢ sredstvo
koje omogucuje prostornu mobilnost i izlazak iz se-
gregacijskih uvjeta romskoga naselja. Zanimljivo je
kako u istrazenim migracijskim obiljezjiima Roma u
sirem europskom okruZenju, poput primjera slovackih
Roma, emigracija sluzi kao mehanizam zarade, ¢ime
se ostvaruju financijske moguénosti te nakon povrat-
ka kupnja nekretnina u dijelovima naselja s ve¢inskim
stanovnistvom (Grill, 2012). Dok su u navedenom slu-
Caju slovacki Romi vlastitu desegregaciju ostvarili kroz
odnos vanjska emigracija — ostvarenje financijskih
sposobnosti — desegregacija, Romi iz Kvitrovca uspjeli
su do osnovnih financijskih sredstava upotrijebljenih
za vlastitu desegregaciju do¢i na domacem trzistu rada
bez potrebe za prethodnom vanjskom emigracijom.
Potvrdu da ekonomsko osnazivanje kuéanstva vodi do
promjene stambenih preferencija i u kona¢nici odlaska
iz segregiranih romskih naselja mozemo vidjeti i na
primjeru madarskih Roma (Durst i Nyird, 2018).

Lakljucak

Rezultati
promjena u romskom naselju Kvitrovec u Me-

istrazivanja  sociodemografskih
dimurskoj Zupaniji potvrduju de Haasov teo-
rijski okvir ,aspiracija i sposobnosti” (de Haas,
2021) na mikrolokalnoj razini kroz otkrivanje
kompleksne dinamike transformacije romske
zajednice. Rezultati istrazivanja temeljeni na
potpunom obuhvatu populacije istrazivanoga
romskog naselja dovode u pitanje stereotipe o
stati¢nosti romskih naselja i upuéuju na temelj-
ne promjene u mehanizmima socijalne i pro-

storne integracije.
&

Provedeno istrazivanje rezultiralo je s nekoliko
vaznih zaklju¢aka. Dobiveni rezultati, uzimaju-
¢i dozu rezerve zbog mikrolokalnoga prostornog
obuhvata istrazivanja, upucuju na to da ekonomska
integracija romske zajednice djeluje kao katalizator
migracije, a ne ¢imbenik zadrzavanja romskoga sta-

novni$tva u postojeéim romskim naseljima. Visok



The high share of households with earnings from
paid employment (69%) represents a significant
departure from dependence on social assistance. In
line with de Haas’s theory of the migration paradox,
the increase in economic resources (financial capac-
ity) did not tie the population to the settlement but
rather enabled the realization of latent aspirations
to leave it. The case of seven families who used their
creditworthiness to secure properties outside the
Roma settlement points to the conclusion that ac-
cess to the financial market, enabled by employment
and steady wages, is the effective tool for breaking
down spatial segregation via the realization of eco-
nomic opportunities for spatial mobility.

The second conclusion concerns the fact that the
settlement is undergoing a process of selective depop-
ulation. Kvitrovec records stagnation in its population
and a pronounced deficit of the 25-44-year-old gen-
eration in its age structure. The departure of the most
economically active population transforms the settle-
ment from a demographic reservoir into a transitional
zone. This exodus of the able-bodied suggests that
successful individual integration often results in their
physical departure from the segregated community,
raising questions about the long-term sustainability
and social structure of the remaining settlement.

The third important conclusion concerns the du-
ality of migration movements. The research points
to the simultaneous occurrence of traditional and
modern mobility patterns. While female migra-
tion still relies on endogamous marital ties with-
in the “functional Roma region,” family economic
migration is primarily directed toward majority
settlements and, to some extent, abroad. Croatia’s
accession to the Schengen Area has added value to
Croatian citizenship as a important resource, a le-
gal capacity for transnational cross-border mobility
that has potential to become a new strategy for the
resilience, advancement, and integration of Roma.

The fourth important finding of this study is
the critically low coverage of children in preschool
education. Despite successes in employing the cur-
rent generation, exclusion from the early childhood
education system from the earliest age poses a se-
rious threat to the accumulation of human capital
for future generations of the Roma community. The
absence of early socialization and the development

udio kucanstava s prihodima od nesamostalnoga
rada (69 %) predstavlja znacajan odmak od ovisno-
sti o socijalnoj pomoéi. Sukladno de Haasovoj teo-
riji o migracijskom paradoksu, povecanje ekonom-
skih resursa (financijske sposobnosti) nije vezalo
stanovni$tvo uz naselje, ve¢ je omogucdilo realiza-
ciju latentnih aspiracija za odlaskom. Slucaj sedam
obitelji koje su kreditnom sposobno$éu osigurale
nekretnine izvan romskoga naselja upucuje na za-
kljucak da je pristup financijskom trzistu, omogu-
¢en zaposljavanjem i stalnim prihodima od nesa-
mostalnoga rada, ucinkovit instrument razbijanja
prostorne segregacije putem ostvarenja ekonomskih
moguénosti prostorne mobilnosti.

Drugi zaklju¢ak odnosi se na ¢injenicu da na-
selje prolazi kroz proces selektivne depopulacije.
Kvitrovec biljezi stagnaciju broja stanovnika i izra-
zen deficit generacije u dobi od 25 do 44 godine
u dobnoj strukturi. Odlazak radno najaktivnijega
stanovnistva transformira naselje iz demografsko-
ga rezervoara u tranzicijsku zonu. Ovaj egzodus
sposobnih sugerira da uspje$na integracija poje-
dinca Cesto rezultira njegovim fizickim izlaskom
iz segregirane zajednice, §to otvara pitanja o dugo-
ro¢noj odrzivosti i socijalnoj strukturi preostaloga
dijela naselja.

Tredi vazan zakljucak odnosi se na dualitet mi-
gracijskih kretanja. Istrazivanje upucuje na istovre-
menost tradicionalnih i modernih obrazaca mobil-
nosti. Dok se Zenska migracija i dalje oslanja na en-
dogamne brac¢ne veze unutar ,funkcionalne romske
regije”, ekonomska migracija obitelji usmjerena je
ponajvise prema vecinskim naseljima i djelomi¢no
inozemstvu. Ulazak Hrvatske u Sengenski prostor
dao je dodatnu vrijednost hrvatskom drzavljanstvu
kao vaznom resursu, odnosno pravnoj sposobnosti
za prekograniénu mobilnost, koja ima potencijal
postati nova strategija otpornosti, napredovanja i
integracije Roma.

Cetvrti vazan nalaz ovog istrazivanja jest kri-
ticno nizak obuhvat djece predskolskim odgojem
i obrazovanjem. Unato¢ uspjesima u zaposljavanju
trenutne generacije neukljuenost u odgojno-obra-
zovni sustav od najranije dobi ozbiljna je prijetnja
akumulaciji ljudskoga kapitala buduéih generaci-
ja romske zajednice. Izostanak rane socijalizacije i

razvoja kompetencija u hrvatskom jeziku romskoj
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of skills in the Croatian language may limit the fu-
ture abilities of Roma children, potentially halting
the desegregation process that their parents began.
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the Kvitrovec Roma settlement shows that Roma
are not just passive objects of integration policies,
but active subjects who use newly acquired
capabilities to redefine their living space. In
this case, desegregation does not occur by state
intervention in the settlement’s space, but rather by
individual economic empowerment that enables its
residents to leave. These findings suggest the need
to reorient policies from focusing exclusively on the
infrastructural equipping of segregated settlements
to investing in individual capabilities, primarily
employment, which gives individuals the freedom

djeci moze ograniciti buduce sposobnosti, poten-
cijalno zaustavljajuéi proces desegregacije koji su

zapoceli njihovi roditelji.

Zaklju¢no, mikrolokalna perspektiva romskoga
naselja Kvitrovec pokazuje da Romi nisu samo pa-
sivni objekti integracijskih politika ve¢ aktivni su-
bjekti koji se koriste novoste¢enim sposobnostima
za redefiniranje svoga Zivotnog prostora. Desegre-
gacija se u ovom slucaju ne dogada intervencijom
drzave u prostor naselja, ve¢ individualnim eko-
nomskim osnazivanjem koje omogucéuje izlazak iz
njega. T1 nalazi sugeriraju potrebu za reorijentaci-
jom politika s isklju¢ivim fokusom na infrastruktur-
no opremanje segregiranih naselja prema ulaganju
u individualne sposobnosti, prvenstveno zaposlja-
vanje, koje pojedincima daje moguénost slobode

to choose where to live.

Agencija Europske unije za temeljna pra-
va (FRA), 2025a: Rights of Roma and
Travellers in 13 European Countries —
Perspectives from the Roma Survey 2024,
Vienna.

Agencija Europske unije za temeljna prava
(FRA), 2025b: Romi i romska skupina
Travellers u EU-u: vise radnih mjesta, ali
diskriminacija i dalje postoji, Priopéenje
za medije, Beg, 2. listopada 2025.

Carling, J., 2002: Migration in the age
of Involuntary Immobility: Theoret-
ical Reflections and Cape Verdean
Experiences, Journal of Ethnic and
Migration Studies 28 (1), 5-42, DOI:
10.1080/13691830120103912

Carling, J., Schewel, K., 2018: Revisiting
aspiration and ability in international
migration, Journal of Ethnic and Mi-
gration Studies 44 (6), 945963, DOI:
10.1080/1369183X.2017.1384146

de Haas, H., 2010: The Internal Dynamics
of Migration Processes: A Theoretical
Inquiry, Journal of Ethnic and Migra-
tion Studies 36 (10), 1587-1617, DOI:
10.1080/1369183X.2010.489361

de Haas, H., 2021: A theory of migration:
the aspirations-capabilities framework,
Comparative Migration Studies, 9, 8,
DOI: 10.1186/540878-020-00210-4

Drzavni zavod za statistiku (DZS), 2022:
Popis stanovnistva, kucanstava i stanova
2021. godine: Stanovnistvo prema narod-

90

izbora mjesta stanovanja.

nosti po gradovima i opéinama, www.dzs.

hr (10. 01. 2025.)

Europska komisija, 2020: Unija jednakosti:
Strateski okvir EU-a za jednakost, ukl-
Jucivanje i sudjelovanje Roma, Bruxelles.

Klicek, S., Loncar, J., 2016: Analysis of
migration trends and functions of areas
inhabited by Roma: example of Medi-
murje county (Croatia) and the settle-
ment of Kuranec, Geographica Pan-
nonica 20 (4), 227-241, DOI: 10.5937/
GeoPan1604227K

Kunac, S., Klasni¢, K., Lali¢, S., 2018:
Ukljucivanje Roma u hrvatsko drustvo:
istrazivanje baznih podataka, Centar za
mirovne studije, Zagreb.

Leggio, D.V., Matras, Y., 2018: How open
borders can unlock cultures. U Open
Borders, Unlocked Cultures. Romanian
Roma Migrants in Western Europe, ur.
Matras Y, Leggio, D.V., Routledge.
DOI: 10.4324/9781315295770

Matousek, R., Sykora, L. 2011: Environ-
mental justice and residential segrega-
tion in Czechia: the case of Roma re-
settlement in the town of Vsetin. AUC
Geographica, 46(2), 81-94.

Picker, G.2013: Policy Logic and the Spa-
tial Segregation of Roma in Europe. The
Cases of Florence and Cluj-Napoca. In
G. Zincone, & 1. Ponzo, (Eds.), How
European Cities Craft Immigrant inte-
gration. Something to Learn (pp. 40-57).

Foundation for European Progressive
Studies.Pokos, N., 2005: Demografska
analiza Roma na temelju statistickih
podataka, u: Kako Zive hrvatski Romi,
(ur. Stambuk, M.), Institut drustvenih
znanosti Ivo Pilar, Zagreb, 35-52.

Rochovsk4, A., Rusnikovi, J. 2018: Pov-
erty, segregation and social exclusion
of Roma communities in Slovakia.
Bulletin of Geography. Socio-economic
Series, 42, 195-212.Schewel, K., 2020:
Understanding Immobility: Moving
Beyond the Mobility Bias in Migra-
tion Studies. Infernational Migration
Review, 54 (2), 328-355. https://doi.
0rg/10.1177/0197918319831952

Schewel, K., 2021: Aspiring for Change:
Ethiopian Women’s Labor Migration
to the Middle East. Social Forces 100 (1),
1-28. DOI:10.1093/sf/s0ab051

Slezak, H., 2009: Prostorna segregaci-
ja romskog stanovni§tva u Medi-
murskoj Zupaniji, Hrvatski geografski
glasnik 71 (2), 65-81, DOI: 10.21861/
HGG.2009.71.02.04

Slezak, H., 2010a: Demogeografska i so-
ciokulturna obiljezja romske populacije u
Medimurju (magistarski rad). Zagreb.

Slezak, H., 2010b: Prirodno kretanje
romskog stanovni§tva u Medimurskoj
Zupaniji — primjer romskog naselja
KurSanec, Hroatski geografski glasnik
72 (2), 77-100, DOI: 10.21861/
HGG.2010.72.02.04



Slezak, H., 2013: Uloga Roma u demo-
grafskim resursima Medimurske Zu-
panije, Sociologija i prostor 51 (1), 21-43,
DOI: 10.5673/sip.51.1.2

Slezak, H., 2022: Kamo su nestali Romi?
Promisljanje o prvim rezultatima popisa
2021. na primjeru usporedbe prirodnog
i ukupnog kretanja broja stanovnika
romskih naselja Parag i Piskorovec u
Medimurskoj Zupaniji. Sociologija i pros-
tor;, 60 (2), 341-356

Slezak, H., 2023: Roma communities in
Medimurje, Croatia: From spatial seg-
regation toward spatial integration and
back, Geographica Pannonica, 27 (2),
132-144, DOI: 10.5937/gp27-43887

Slezak, H., 2024: Roma Settlements in
Medimurje: definition, spatial devel-
opment, characteristics, Hrvatski ge-
ografski glasnik, 86 (2), 69-96, DOI:
10.21861/HGG.2024.86.02.04

Slezak, H., Beli¢, T., 2019: Projekcije

kretanja romske populacije u Medimur-

Hrvoje §|GZOk (corresponding author)

ju - put od manjine ka veéini, Geoadria
24 (2), 141-167, DOI: 10.15291/geo-
adria.2877

Tousek, L. 2011: Purification of space:
Spatial segregation of Roma in the
Czech Republic. RESPECT Research
Project (GA no. 244549).

Virag, T., & Varadi, M.M. 2018: Spatial
exclusion and boundary-making in dif-
ferent Roma neighbourhoods in Hun-
garian rural small towns. Tijdschrift
voor Economische en Sociale Geo-
grafie, 109(4), 485- 498. DOI:10.1111/
tesg.12300

Vlada Republike Hrvatske, 2021: Na-
cionalni plan za ukljucivanje Roma za
razdoblje od 2021. do 2027. godine, Vlada
Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb

Vlada Republike Hrvatske, 2012: Nacion-
alna strategija za ukljucivanje Roma, za
razdoblje od 2013. do 2020. godine, Vlada
Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb

hrvoje.slezak@ufzg.unizg.hr

Vlase, 1., 2025: Roma Migration Inten-
tions: An  Aspirations—Capabilities
Approach, Sociology Compass 19 (12)
€70144,DOI: 10.1111/s0c4.70144

Vuksanovi¢-Macura, Z. 2020: Spatial Seg-
regation of Roma Settlements Within
Serbian Cities. Examples from Bel-
grade, Novi Sad, and Krusevac. In V.
Mihaylov (Ed.), Spatial Conflicts and
Diwvisions in Post-socialist Cities (pp.
211-224). Cham: Springer.

Medimurska Zupanija, 2013: Akcijski plan
ukljucivanja Roma Medimurske Zupanije
od 2013. do 2015.godine, Medimurska
Zupanija, Cakovec

UNDP in Croatia, 2014: Atlas romskih
naselja u Medimurskoj Zupaniji, https://
www.yumpu.com/xx/document/
view/57393005/atlasromskihnaseljal
(10.01.2025.)

Doc. dr. sc., Sveudiliite u Zagrebu, Uciteliski fakultet, Odsiek u Cakoveu, Dr. Anfe Star¢evica 55,

40000 Cakovec, Hrvatska
Idenko Braici¢

zdenko.braicic@ufzg.unizg.hr

Prof. dr. sc., SveuCilite u Zagrebu, UCiteljski fakultet, Odsjek u Petrinji, Trg Matice hrvatske 12,

44250 Petrinja, Hrvatska
Danijel Jukopila

danijel.jukopila@ufzg.unizg.hr

Dr. sc., visi predavac, SveuCiliste u Zagrebu, UCiteljski fakultet, Savska cesta 77,

10000 Zagreb, Hrvatska

1

H. Slezak
7. Braici¢
D. Jukopila

Sociodemographic
change and
migration in a
Roma settlement
in Medimurje
County: the case of

Kvitrovec

Sociodemografske
promjene i
migracije u

romskom naselju
u Medimurskoj
Zupaniji: slucaj
Kvitrovca

Authors
Avutori



	_Hlk206590388
	_Hlk182928767
	_Hlk206767585
	_Hlk212220652
	_Hlk206770839
	_Hlk207029437
	_Hlk207030680
	_Hlk212214550
	_Hlk207371595
	_Hlk206427771
	_Hlk184718502
	_Hlk210551854
	_Hlk210551953
	_Hlk210553045
	_Hlk210578686
	_Hlk212643509
	_Hlk210579750
	_Hlk176945917
	_Hlk212647240
	_Hlk210639564
	_Hlk210640045
	_Hlk210640106
	_Hlk210640635
	_Hlk210640775
	_Hlk212623962
	_Hlk212552377
	_Hlk201573900
	_Hlk201573992
	_Hlk201574025
	_Hlk201574054
	_Hlk201319630
	_Hlk201488135
	_Hlk217137659
	_Hlk216121610
	_Hlk216121459
	_Hlk216121498
	_Hlk216121567
	_Hlk216121731
	_Hlk201922738
	_Hlk216121664
	_Hlk201932284
	_Hlk216121711
	_Hlk201935935
	_Hlk201935992
	_Hlk201488135
	_Hlk201574458
	_Hlk201574412
	_Hlk217137659
	_Hlk226829141

