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S A Ž E T A K

Godine 1892. Tesla je održao stručna 
predavanja o svojim izumima, posebno o 
izmjeničnim strujama, u Londonu i Parizu. 
Nakon toga izložio je u Zagrebu svoja gle-
dišta o uvođenju gradske električne rasvje-
te. Tada je dao vrlo korisne savjete i ukazao 
na način kako to treba provesti te ponudio 
svoju pomoć. Godine 1893. je pak rektor 
Politehnike u Gracu, Albert von Ettings-
hausen u svom rektorskom govoru istaknuo 
Tesline zasluge i naglasio ponos što je Tesla 
bio njezin student. ​Vjerojatno su to bili po-
ticaji da je već iduće godine 1894., Razred 
matematičko-prirodoslovni Jugoslavenske 
akademije znanosti i umjetnosti (danas Hr-
vatska akademija znanosti i umjetnosti) u 

S U M M A R Y

Tesla delivered lectures on his inven-
tions, mainly on alternating currents, in 
London and Paris in 1892. Later in Zagreb 
he expressed his opinion about electrical 
illumination of the city. He gave useful ad-
vice, suggesting the way in which it should 
be done and offering his assistance. In his 
speech in 1893, the rector of the Polytechnic 
in Graz, Albert von Ettingshausen pointed 
out Tesla’s achievements and stressed that 
the Polytechnic in Graz felt proud of Tesla, 
their former student. These were probably 
the incentives that prompted the next year, 
1894, the Class for Mathematical and Nat-
ural Sciences of the Yugoslav Academy of 
Sciences and Arts (today the Croatian Acad-
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emy of Sciences and Arts) in Zagreb to pro-
pose Tesla as a corresponding member of the 
Academy. It seems that some members of the 
Academy opposed this, and so the vote for 
Tesla’s election at the General and Elector-
al Assembly in December 1894 did not take 
place. In 1895 the Class for Mathematical 
and Natural Sciences proposed Tesla again 
as a corresponding member, and this time 
the proposal came before the Academy’s 
General and Electoral Assembly held in De-
cember of the same year, but the voting was 
postponed. It seems that the opposition of 
some members against the election of Tesla 
as a corresponding member made the Class 
for Mathematical and Natural Sciences 
change their proposal and nominate Tesla 
for honorary membership in the Academy. 
This proposal seems to have met with no op-
position, and when it came before the Gen-
eral and Electoral Assembly on December 
17, 1896, it was accepted by a large majority 
of votes. The election of Tesla as an honor-
ary member of the Academy was covered by 
a special article in the Zagreb daily paper 
Obzor on December 24, 1896.

KEYWORDS: Nikola Tesla, election as an 
honorary member of the Yugoslav Academy of 
Sciences and Arts (today the Croatian Academy 
of Sciences and Arts) in Zagreb  

INTRODUCTION

This article was first published, on be-
half of the Croatian Academy of Scienc-
es and Arts, by academician Žarko Dad-
ić as the sole author under the title Nikola 
Tesla – Honorary Member of the Academy, 
in the Collection of Papers Dedicated to the 
60th Anniversary of Nikola Tesla’s Death, 

Zagrebu predložio Teslu za dopisnoga člana 
Akademije. Izgleda da su se tome protivili 
neki članovi Akademije, pa do glasovanja 
za Teslin izbor na Glavnoj i izbornoj skup-
štini u prosincu 1894. nije došlo. Matema-
tičko-prirodoslovni razred je godine 1895. 
ponovio svoj prijedlog da se Tesla izabere za 
dopisnoga člana i taj je stavljen na Glavnu 
i izbornu skupštinu Akademije u prosin-
cu iste godine, ali je glasovanje odgođeno. 
Izgleda, zbog protivljenja nekih članova 
Akademije da se Tesla izabere za dopisnoga 
člana je Matematičko-prirodoslovni razred 
izmijenio svoj prijedlog, pa je Teslu pred-
ložio za počasnoga člana Akademije. Tome 
prijedlogu izgleda nije bilo protivljenja, pa 
je stavljen na Glavnu i izbornu skupštinu 
17. prosinca 1896., gdje je s velikim brojem 
glasova prihvaćen. Izbor Tesle za počasno-
ga člana Akademije zabilježio je zagrebački 
dnevnik Obzor 24. prosinca 1896. 

KLJUČNE RIJEČI: Nikola Tesla, izbor za 
počasnoga člana Jugoslavenske akademije zna-
nosti i umjetnosti (danas Hrvatske akademije 
znanosti i umjetnosti) u Zagrebu  

UVOD

Ovaj je članak prvi puta, u ime Hrvat-
ske akademije znanosti i umjetnosti, kao 
isključivi autor objavio akademik Žarko 
Dadić pod naslovom Nikola Tesla – Aka-
demijin počasni član, u Zborniku radova 
posvećenih 60. obljetnici smrti Nikole Te-
sle, 1856. – 1943., kao izlaganje sa znan-
stvenog skupa (nekategorizirani rad), 
u izdanju Hrvatske akademije znanosti i 
umjetnosti, Razred za matematičke, fizič-
ke i kemijske znanosti, Razred za prirod-
ne znanosti i Razred za tehničke znanosti 
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1856-1943, as a conference paper (unclas-
sified paper), in the publication of the Cro-
atian Academy of Sciences and Arts, De-
partment of the Mathematical, Physical 
and Chemical Sciences, Department of the 
Natural Sciences and Department of Tech-
nical Sciences (Figure 1), Zagreb, in 2004. 
The article has now been revised, expand-
ed and peer-reviewed as an original scien-
tific paper [1]. 

Before presenting the procedure for 
Nikola Tesla’s election as an honorary mem-
ber of the Yugoslav Academy of Sciences 
and Arts (today the Croatian Academy of 
Sciences and Arts, hereinafter: the Acad-
emy), events that immediately preceded 
it and very likely prompted that election 
should be described.

In 1892, Tesla agreed to give several lec-
tures in London, and on February 3, 4 and 
9, 1892, he delivered lectures on alternat-
ing currents at the Royal Society. After that, 
on February 19, 1892, he also gave a lecture 
on his inventions at the Physical Society in 
Paris.

After delivering his first lecture in Paris, 
Tesla received word that his mother was se-
riously ill.  He canceled his second lecture 
and immediately traveled to Gospić, where 
his mother was on her deathbed. After her 
death, Tesla fell ill and had to stay in Gospić 
for a while, then spent two weeks in Plaški 
with his sister Mandica Kosanović ([2], pp. 
57−59).

NIKOLA TESLA IN ZAGREB 

His stay in Croatia prompted Zagreb’s 
mayor, Dr. Milan Amruš, to invite Nikola 
Tesla to Zagreb [3] to give his expert opin-

(slika 1), Zagreb, godine 2004. Sada je čla-
nak dorađen i proširen te recenziran kao 
izvorni znanstveni rad [1]. 

Slika 1. Naslovna stranica Zbornika radova 
posvećenih 60. obljetnici smrti Nikole 

Tesle, 1856. – 1943., Hrvatska akademija 
znanosti i umjetnosti, Zagreb, 2004. [1] 
Figure 1. Title page of the Collection of 

Papers Dedicated to the 60th Anniversary 
of the Death of Nikola Tesla, 1856–1943, 

Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts, 
Zagreb, 2004 [1] 

Prije nego se prikaže postupak izbo-
ra Nikole Tesle za počasnoga člana Jugo-
slavenske akademije znanosti i umjetno-
sti (danas Hrvatske akademije znanosti i 
umjetnosti, dalje: Akademija) treba opi-
sati neke događaje koji su tome neposred-
no prethodili a koji su vrlo vjerojatno po-
taknuli taj izbor.
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Godine 1892. Tesla je prihvatio održa-
ti nekoliko predavanja u Londonu, pa je 
3., 4. i 9. veljače 1892. održao predavanja 
o izmjeničnim strujama u Royal Society. 
Nakon toga je 19. veljače 1892. održao 
predavanje o svojim izumima i u fizikal-
nom društvu u Parizu.

Nakon održanoga prvoga predavanja 
u Parizu, Tesla je dobio obavijest da mu 
je majka teško bolesna. Otkazavši drugo 
predavanje, odmah je otputovao u Gos-
pić, gdje mu je majka bila na umoru. Na-
kon njezine smrti Tesla se razbolio, pa je 
morao neko vrijeme ostati u Gospiću, a 
potom se zadržao dva tjedna u Plaškom 
kod svoje sestre Mandice Kosanović ([2], 
str. 57−59). 

NIKOLA TESLA U ZAGREBU 

Boravak u Hrvatskoj ponukao je za-
grebačkoga gradonačelnika dr. Milana 
Amruša da pozove Nikolu Teslu u Zagreb 

ion on the city’s electric lighting. The city 
government wanted to introduce electric 
lighting to Zagreb, so it took advantage of 
Tesla’s stay in Croatia to obtain useful ad-
vice on the matter. Tesla accepted the may-
or’s invitation and soon traveled to Zagreb  
(slika 2).

As agreed, on May 24, 1892, Tesla pre-
sented his views on the introduction of 
electric lighting in Zagreb to the city au-
thorities. His presentation was attended 
by mayor Milan Amruš, the deputy may-
or, city councilors Mallin and Hudovski, 
and city surveyor Milan Lenuci. The next 
day, the Zagreb daily newspapers Narodne 
novine and Obzor published identical, ex-
tensive excerpts from Tesla’s presentation 
and the content of the discussion that fol-
lowed [4,5] (Figures 3, 4).

In his presentation, Tesla first emphasiz-
es that Zagreb must introduce electric light-
ing, and that its implementation is the duty 
of the city authorities. He says that there are 

Slika 2. Zagrebački dnevnik Obzor od 16. svibnja 1892. najavio je Teslin dolazak u Zagreb, 
„za dva dana“ [3]

Figure 2. The Zagreb daily newspaper Obzor of May 16, 1892, announced Tesla’s arrival in 
Zagreb, „in two days“ [3]
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[3] kako bi dao svoje stručno mišljenje o 
gradskoj električnoj rasvjeti. Gradsko je 
poglavarstvo željelo uvesti električnu ra-
svjetu u Zagrebu, pa je iskoristilo Teslin 
boravak u Hrvatskoj da dobije korisne sa-
vjete o tom pitanju. Tesla je prihvatio gra-
donačelnikov poziv i uskoro doputovao u 
Zagreb (slika 2).

Prema dogovoru, Tesla je 24. svib-
nja 1892. zagrebačkim gradskim vlasti-
ma izložio svoja gledišta o  uvođenju elek-
trične rasvjete u Zagrebu. Njegovom su 
izlaganju nazočili gradonačelnik Milan 
Amruš, podnačelnik, gradski vijećnici 
Mallin i Hudovski te gradski mjernik Mi-
lan Lenuci. Sljedećeg su dana zagrebački 
dnevnici Narodne novine i Obzor donije-
li istovjetan opsežan izvod iz Teslina izla-
ganja i sadržaj rasprave koja se nakon toga 
razvila [4,5] (slike 3, 4).

Tesla je u svom izlaganju prvo nagla-
sio kako Zagreb mora uvesti električnu 
rasvjetu, a njezino uvođenje dužnost je 
gradskih vlasti. Rekao je da svakako u to-
me postoje i određene poteškoće, ali se 
one mogu savjesnim radom prevladati. 
Prvo se treba odlučiti za izbor sustava, od-
nosno za istosmjernu ili izmjeničnu stru-
ju. Tesla preporučuje izmjeničnu struju jer 
ona ima mnoge prednosti. Uvođenje iz-
mjenične struje znatno je jeftinije od uvo-
đenja istosmjerne, a osim toga izmjenična 
se struja može provoditi na mnogo veću 
udaljenost nego istosmjerna. Tesla prepo-
ručuje da se pri  kupnji potrebnih strojeva 
pazi što se kupuje, jer postoje velike prije-
vare. Smatra da gradska općina mora an-
gažirati mladu tehničku silu koja bi obila-
zila tvornice električnih strojeva, iskušala 

certain difficulties in this, but they can be 
overcome through diligent work. First, one 
must decide on the choice of system – that 
is, direct or alternating current. Tesla rec-
ommends alternating current because it has 
many advantages. The introduction of al-
ternating current is significantly less expen-
sive than that of direct current, and in addi-
tion, alternating current can be transmitted 
over much greater distances than direct cur-
rent. Tesla recommends that when purchas-
ing the necessary machinery, one should be 
careful about what is being bought, because 
there are major scams. He believes that the 
city municipality must hire a young tech-
nical force to visit electric machine facto-
ries, test the machines and their operation, 
and then make a purchasing decision based 
on that. He personally recommends two 
young countrymen, trained technicians 
who would be capable of carrying out this 
task.

After Tesla’s presentation, a discus-
sion followed. The mayor was interested 
in whether it would be sufficient to build a 
dam on the Mrežnica riverbed between Kar-
lovac and Generalski Stol and install a gen-
erator there to produce electricity for the  
3 000 light bulbs needed in Zagreb. Tesla re-
plied that this would not be enough because 
the electricity generated in this way would 
only be sufficient for half of the needs, 
namely, only 200 horsepower would be ob-
tained. In his opinion, the Plitvice Lakes 
would be the most suitable, but there would 
be some obstacles. First, because it would 
cost too much, and second, because several 
waterfalls would have to be destroyed. Tes-
la was clearly concerned about the natural 
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strojeve i njihovo djelovanje, pa bi se na 
temelju toga donijela odluka o kupnji. On 
osobno preporučuje dva mlada zemlja-

beauty of the area, which he knew and loved 
well, even disregarding the potential techni-
cal advantages of such a solution. He further 
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Slika 3. Nikola Tesla o električnoj raszvjeti u Zagrebu, Narodne novine LVIII, br. 120,  
25. svibnja 1982. [4]

Figure 3. Nikola Tesla about electric lighting in Zagreb, Narodne novine Vol. LVIII, no. 120, 
May 25, 1982. [4]

ka, izučena tehničara koji bi bili sposobni 
obaviti taj posao.

Nakon Teslina izlaganja uslijedila je ra-
sprava. Gradonačelnika je zanimalo bi li 
bilo dovoljno da se u koritu Mrežnice iz-
među Karlovca i Generalskoga Stola iz-
gradi brana i tu postavi generator koji bi 
proizvodio struju za 3 000 žarulja koliko 
ih je potrebno Zagrebu. Tesla je odgovo-
rio da to nije dovoljno jer bi tako proizve-
dena struja bila dostatna samo za polovi-

described the experiences he had gained dur-
ing the construction of the power plant at 
Niagara in America. In Tesla’s opinion, the 
Korana waterfalls near Kaluđerovac would 
be very suitable, as their utilization would 
yield an effective 3 500 horsepower. Even 
with losses in the lines, Zagreb could then 
have 25 000 light bulbs, not just 3 000.

Tesla was asked whether electric current 
was dangerous to human life. He replied 
that of all energies, electricity was the saf-
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Slika 4. Nikola Tesla o električnoj raszvjeti u Zagrebu, Obzor, God. XXXIII, br. 120,  
25. svibnja 1982. [5]

Figure 4. Nikola Tesla about electric lighting in Zagreb, Obzor Vol. XXXIII, no. 120,  
May 25, 1982. [5]

cu potreba, naime, dobilo bi se samo 200 
konjskih snaga. Po njegovu bi mišljenju 
bila najpogodnija Plitvička jezera ali bi 
kod toga postojale neke zaprjeke. Prvo, 
zato što bi to previše koštalo, a drugo, zato 
što bi se moralo uništiti i nekoliko slapo-
va. Tesla je očito vodio brigu o prirodnim 
ljepotama kraja koji je dobro poznavao i 
volio, pa i bez obzira na eventualne teh-
ničke prednosti takva rješenja. Opisuje 

est. There was also talk of an electric pow-
er plant to be built at the waterworks in 
Zagreb, which would run on coal. Tesla fur-
ther recommended acquiring electric mo-
tors so that the power could also be used for 
industrial purposes. The mayor noted that 
in the event of the power plant’s construc-
tion, the streetcar company would be will-
ing to introduce electric streetcars, as Tesla 
had recommended.
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dalje iskustva koja je stekao pri izgradnji 
električne centrale na Niagari u Americi. 
Prema Teslinu mišljenju slapovi na Kora-
ni kod Kaluđerovca bili bi vrlo pogodni 
jer bi se njihovim iskorištavanjem dobilo 
efektivnih 3 500 konjskih snaga. Čak i uz 
gubitak u vodovima, Zagreb bi tada mo-
gao imati 25 000 žarulja, a ne samo 3 000.

Teslu su pitali je li električna struja opa-
sna po ljudski život. Odgovorio je da je od 
svih energija električna najsigurnija. Bi-
lo je govora i o jednoj električnoj centra-
li koja bi se izgradila kod vodovoda u Za-
grebu, a radila bi na ugljen. Dalje je Tesla 
preporučio da se nabave i električni moto-
ri, kako bi se iskoristila struja i u industrij-
ske svrhe. Gradonačelnik je napomenuo 
da bi u slučaju izgradnje  munjare, tram-
vajsko društvo bilo voljno uvesti električni 
tramvaj, što je Tesla preporučio.

Raspravljalo se još o praktičnoj proved-
bi gradnje centrale. Tesla je rekao da je on 
pripravan pregledati sve ponude koje sti-
gnu u poglavarstvo i dati svoje mišljenje o 
njima. Konačno, „u opće smatra on svo-
jom dužnošću, upravi grada Zagreba, kao 
rodjeni sin ove zemlje, u svakom pogledu, 
što se toga pitanja tiče, savjetom i činom 
biti na ruci, i moli da se grad u svakom slu-
čaju, gdje bi tehničke poteškoće nastale, 
na nj obraća, te će on bez ikakve odštete 
savjetovati, kako bude bolje znao“. [4,5]   

Nakon što je gradonačelnik zahvalio 
Tesli na njegovu trudu i obećanju i zaže-
lio mu uspjeh u radu „kojim ne samo se-
be nego i domovinu pred drugim svije-
tom diči“, Tesla je u razgovoru rekao da 
sada radi na provedbi jedne hipoteze ko-
ju smatra izvedivom i koja bi bila od ogro-

They also discussed the practical imple-
mentation of the power plant’s construc-
tion. Tesla said that he was ready to review 
all offers that arrived at the mayor’s office 
and provide his opinion on them. Finally, 
„he considers it his duty, as a native son of 
this land, to assist the Zagreb city adminis-
tration in every way regarding this matter, 
with advice and action, and he asks that the 
city turn to him in any case where technical 
difficulties arise, and he will advise, to the 
best of his ability, without any compensa-
tion“. [4,5]

After the mayor thanked Tesla for his ef-
forts and promise and wished him success 
in his work „which not only honors him-
self but also his homeland before the rest of 
the world“, in conversation, Tesla said that 
he was now working on implementing a hy-
pothesis he considered feasible and which 
would be of enormous importance: the 
transmission of „wireless electric current 
using our Earth’s natural lightning“.

THE PROCESS OF NIKOLA 
TESLA’S ELECTION TO 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE 
ACADEMY 

The great recognition Tesla received in 
England and France in 1892, by giving lec-
tures on his inventions in famous scientific 
institutions, and his stay in Zagreb, where, 
as a true patriot, he offered his help to the 
City, was surely the first impetus for in-
itiating the procedure for his election to 
the Academy. The second impetus came 
soon after, in 1893, when the rector of the 
Graz Polytechnic, Albert von Ettingshaus-
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mne važnosti, a to je prijenos „električne 
struje bez žica pomoću naravne munjine 
naše zemlje“.

TIJEK IZBORA NIKOLE TESLE 
U ČLANSTVO AKADEMIJE

Velika priznanja koja je Tesla godi-
ne 1892. dobio u Engleskoj i Francuskoj, 
održavši predavanja o svojim izumima u 
glasovitim znanstvenim ustanovama, i 
njegov boravak u Zagrebu, gdje je kao pra-
vi rodoljub ponudio svoju pomoć Gradu, 
sigurno je bio prvi poticaj pokretanju po-
stupka za njegov izbor u članstvo Akade-
mije. Drugi poticaj došao je uskoro kad je 
sljedeće godine 1893. rektor Politehnike 
u Grazu, Albert von Ettingshausen, odr-
žao rektorski govor u kojemu je istaknuo 
Tesline zasluge i naglasio da je Politehni-
ka u Grazu ponosna što je Tesla bio nje-
zin student.

U Akademiji su se svake godine u pro-
sincu održavale glavne skupštine na koji-
ma bi se birali novi članovi i rukovodstvo 
Akademije, a izborni postupak bi počeo 
već u lipnju. Već godine 1894., dakle na-
kon spomenutih događaja, pokrenut je 
postupak za izbor Nikole Tesle u članstvo 
Akademije.

Sjednica Matematičko-prirodoslovno-
ga razreda od 11. lipnja 1894. imala je sa-
mo jednu točku i to izbor novih članova. 
Na sjednici su bili Vinko Dvořák, Gustav 
Janeček, Mijo Kišpatić i Karel Zahradnik 
koji je tada bio i razredni predstojnik. Jed-
noglasno je zaključeno da se ponovi prijed-
log od prošle godine da se za člana dopisni-
ka izabere dr. Simo Lozanić iz Beograda, te 

en, gave a rector’s speech in which he high-
lighted Tesla’s life and work achievements 
and emphasized that the Graz Polytechnic 
was proud that Tesla was its student. 

The Academy held its general assemblies 
every year in December, where new mem-
bers and the Academy’s leadership were 
elected, and the election process would be-
gin as early as June. Already in 1894, after 
the aforementioned events, the procedure 
for electing Nikola Tesla to the Academy’s 
membership was initiated.

The session of the Mathematical-Nat-
ural Sciences Class (later called Depart-
ment) on June 11, 1894, had only one agen-
da item: the election of new members. The 
session was attended by Vinko Dvořák, 
Gustav Janeček, Mijo Kišpatić, and Kar-
el Zahradnik, who was also the class presi-
dent at the time. It was unanimously con-
cluded to repeat the last year’s proposal to 
elect Dr. Simo Lozanić from Belgrade as a 
corresponding member, and to propose as 
new corresponding members Nikola Tes-
la in Chicago, Dr. Vladimir Varićak, a pro-
fessor at the real gymnasium in Osijek, and 
Dr. David Segen, a private lecturer at the 
University of Zagreb and a professor at the 
Zagreb real gymnasium. [6] 

The proposal of the Mathematical-Nat-
ural Sciences Class that Nikola Tesla be 
elected a corresponding member of the 
Academy had to, according to the pre-
scribed election conditions, first come to 
the Academy’s joint session. Indeed, at 
the first joint session after the holidays, 
on October 21, 1894, the Mathemati-
cal-Natural Sciences Class’s proposal for 
new members was brought forth for dis-
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da se za članove dopisnike još predlože Ni-
kola Tesla u Chicagu, dr. Vladimir Varićak, 
profesor na realci u Osijeku i dr. David Se-
gen, privatni docent na Zagrebačkom sve-
učilištu i profesor na realci u Zagrebu. [6]  

Prijedlog Matematičko-prirodoslovnog 
razreda da se Nikola Tesla izabere za čla-
na dopisnika Akademije morao je po pro-
pisanom postupku izbora najprije doći na 
skupnu sjednicu Akademije. Doista na 
prvoj skupnoj sjednici poslije praznika, 
21. listopada 1894. stavljen je na raspra-
vu prijedlog razreda Matematičko-pri-
rodoslovnoga za nove članove. Kako nije 
bilo nikakve rasprave o prijedlozima odlu-
čeno je da se o prijedlogu razreda glasuje 
na Glavnoj skupštini. [7] 

Glavna skupština održana je 10. pro-
sinca 1894. i na njoj se glasovalo o izbo-
ru predloženika. Iako su četiri kandidata 
Matematičko-prirodoslovnoga razreda za 
članove dopisnike prošla skupnu sjednicu, 
a među njima i Tesla, na Glavnoj skupštini 
glasovalo se samo o tri predloženika Ma-
tematičko-prirodoslovnoga razreda i to o 
Varićaku, Lozaniću i Segenu i oni su iza-
brani za članove dopisnike. Tesla se u za-
pisniku Glavne skupštine uopće ne spo-
minje [8] (slika 5), što znači da je njegova 
kandidatura u međuvremenu bila zau-
stavljena. Zašto se to dogodilo nije pozna-
to, ali su kasniji događaji pokazali da je u 
Akademiji postojao stanoviti otpor da se 
Tesla izabere za člana dopisnika.

Iduće godine je Matematičko-priro-
doslovni razred na sjednici od 5. srpnja 
1895. ponovio svoj prijedlog da se Niko-
la Tesla izabere za člana dopisnika Aka-
demije. Stari prijedlog očito je neznat-

cussion. Since there was no debate on the 
proposals, it was decided that the class’s 
proposal would be voted on at the Gener-
al Assembly. [7]

The General Assembly was held on De-
cember 10, 1894, and during the Assembly 
the election of the nominees was voted on. 
Although the four candidates of the Math-
ematical-Natural Sciences Class for corre-
sponding members, including Tesla,  passed 
the joint session, at the General Assembly,  
only three candidates from the Mathemati-
cal-Natural Sciences Class were voted on – 
Varićak, Lozanić and Segen, and they were 
elected as corresponding members. Tesla 
was not mentioned at all in the minutes of 
the General Assembly [8] (Figure 5), which 
means that his candidacy was stopped in 
the meantime. It is not known why this 
happened, but subsequent events showed 
that there was some resistance within the 
Academy to elect Tesla as a corresponding 
member.

The following year, at the July 5, 1895 
session, the Mathematical-Natural Scienc-
es Class reiterated its proposal that Nikola 
Tesla be elected a corresponding member of 
the Academy. The old proposal was appar-
ently slightly supplemented, since the new 
proposal’s justification cites some more re-
cent information from 1895. The rappor-
teur of that proposal was Vinko Dvořák 
[9]. Here is the text of that proposal: 

»Proposal of the Mathematical-Natu-
ral Sciences Class of the Yugoslav Acad-
emy to appoint Nikola Tesla, electrician 
in America („Consulting engineer of the 
Tesla Company“, New York), as a corre-
sponding member of the Academy
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no dopunjen jer se u novom prijedlogu u 
obrazloženju navode neki noviji podatci 
iz godine 1895. Izvjestitelj toga prijedlo-
ga bio je Vinko Dvořák [9]. Evo teksta to-
ga prijedloga:

»Prijedlog Matem. prir. razreda Ju-
gosl. akademije da se imenuje Nikola 
Tesla, električar u Americi („Consul-
ting engineer of the Tesla Company“, 
New York) dopis. članom akademije

Nikola Tesla rodio se je 1856 u Smilja-
nima, gdje je njegov otac bio župnikom 
grčko iztočne crkve. Realku je svršio u Ra-
kovcu te je došao god. 1875 na politehni-
kum u Gracu, gdje je slušao dvije godine 
s izvrstnim uspjehom predavanje struke 
kemijsko-tehničke, a uz to i matematič-
ko fizikalne. God. 1877 otišao je u tvrt-
ku Telefon u Budimpeštu, zatim je pristu-
pio tvrtki Ganz & drug., i otuda je pošao 

Nikola Tesla was born in 1856 in Smil-
jani, where his father served as parish priest 
of the Eastern Orthodox Church. He com-
pleted the Realschule in Rakovac and in 
1875 entered the Polytechnic in Graz, 
where he spent two years studying chemical 
engineering, achieving excellent results, as 
well as mathematics and physics. In 1877, 
he went to the Telefon company in Buda-
pest, then joined Ganz & Drug Co., and 
from there went to Paris to work for the 
Société Continentale Edison, where he re-
paired the rather imperfect design of Edi-
son’s dynamos. That company sent Tesla 
to America, where he withdrew from its as-
sociation and became the chief engineer of 
the Tesla Company, a firm established to ex-
ploit Tesla’s inventions.

Tesla’s name became known to wider cir-
cles in 1888, when he invented the first al-

Slika 5. Zapisnik Glavne skupštine održane 10. prosinca 1894. iz kojega je vidljivo da se o 
kandidaturi Nikole Tesle nije raspravljalo [8]

Figure 5. Minutes of the General Assembly held on December 10, 1894, from which it is evident 
that Nikola Tesla’s candidacy was not discussed [8]
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u Pariz u službu od  Société continentale 
Edison, gdje je popravljao dosta nesavrše-
nu konstrukciju Edisonovih dinamo ma-
kina. Društvo to je poslalo Teslu u Ame-
riku, gdje je istupio iz sveze tog društva, te 
je postao glavnim ingenieurem kod „Te-
sla Company-e“, društvu osnovanom za 
exploitiranje Teslinih iznašašća.

Teslino ime upoznali su širi krugo-
vi god. 1888, kad je izumio prvi motor s 
izmjeničnim strujama, premda se mora 
priznati, da je glavni princip tih motora 
našao već maloprije turinski profesor Ga-
lileo Ferraris.

Ali najviše je stekao Tesla glas po cije-
lom znanstvenom svijetu svojim pokusi-
ma o izmjeničnim strujama visoke napeto-
sti i frekvencije. Kad je Tesla putovao god. 
1892 u Europu, da pohodi svoju bolesnu 
majku, držao je o tim svojim stečevinama 
predavanja sa sjajnim pokusima u Londo-
nu i Parizu, te si je stekao opće priznanje. 
God. 1893 izašlo je veliko djelo o Teslinim 
iztraživanjima na engleskom jeziku, koje je 
sada 1895 prevedeno na jezik njemački.

   Danas se može Tesla smatrati samo-
stalnim iztraživaocem prvoga reda, ko-
ji kao takav jamačno nadmašuje Edisona. 
Rektor politehnike gradačke profesor A. 
v. Ettingshausen uzeo je život te izume Te-
sline kao predmet svog rektorskog govora 
god 1893, te kaže da se gradačka politeh-
nika vrlo ponosi time što je bio Tesla ne-
koč njezinim đakom.

Za to ga predlaže razred Matematič-
ko-prirodoslovni za dopisnoga člana ove 
akademije.

U Zagrebu 5. srpnja 1895
Dr V. Dvořák izvjestitelj«

ternating-current motor, although it must 
be admitted that the main principle of 
those motors had already been discovered 
shortly before by the Turin professor Gali-
leo Ferraris.

But Tesla gained the greatest fame 
throughout the scientific world through 
his experiments with high voltage, high 
frequency alternating currents. When Te-
sla traveled to Europe in 1892 to visit his 
sick mother, he gave lectures on his discov-
eries in London and Paris, complete with 
brilliant experiments, and earned univer-
sal recognition. In 1893, a major work on 
Tesla’s research was published in English, 
which was then translated to German in 
1895.

Today, Tesla can be considered a first-
rate independent researcher, who as such 
certainly surpassed Edison. The rector of 
the Graz Polytechnic, professor A. v. Et-
tingshausen, made Tesla’s life and inven-
tions the subject of his rector’s speech in 
1893, and said that the „Graz Polytechnic 
is very proud that Tesla was once one of its 
students.“

For this reason, the Mathematical and 
Natural Sciences Class proposes him again 
for a corresponding membership of this 
Academy.

In Zagreb, July 5, 1895
Dr. V. Dvořák, rapporteur«

That proposal was read at the gener-
al session on July 6, 1895, and was subse-
quently recorded in the Academy’s Regis-
ter on July 14, 1895. [10] In the Register, 
alongside the description of the propos-
al, state that the proposal was accepted at 
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Taj je prijedlog pročitan na skupnoj sjed-
nici 6. srpnja 1895., a nakon toga je urudž-
biran u Urudžbenom zapisniku Akademi-
je 14. srpnja 1895. [10] U Urudžbenom 
zapisniku uz opis prijedloga stoji da je na 
skupnoj sjednici od 6. srpnja 1895. prijed-
log prihvaćen. Nije dakle prigovoreno da se 
Tesla kandidira na Glavnoj skupštini za čla-
na dopisnika. Na praznom listu arka papira 
na kojemu je V. Dvořák kao izvjestitelj na-
pisao prijedlog za izbor, navedeni su nad-
nevci i sjednice na kojima se raspravljalo o 
tom prijedlogu. Tako tu stoji da je prvi put 
prijedlog pročitan na skupnoj sjednici od 6. 
srpnja 1895., i da je to riješeno na Glavnoj 
skupštini 16. prosinca 1895.

Na Glavnoj skupštini koja je održana 
16. prosinca 1895. pod točkom 8. glaso-
valo se o kandidatima koje su predložili 
razredi. Od kandidata Matematičko-pri-
rodoslovnog razreda izabran je za člana 
dopisnika dr. E. Weyr, redoviti profesor 
na Češkoj tehničkoj akademiji u Pragu 
(slika 6). Izbor Nikole Tesle za člana dopi-
snika nije obavljen jer je skupština zaklju-
čila prijedlog za izbor Nikole Tesle ostaviti 
za buduću skupštinu [11].  

U zapisniku je naveden samo zaklju-
čak, pa se iz njega ne vidi što se raspravlja-

the joint session on July 6, 1895. There 
was no objection to Tesla being nominated 
at the General Assembly as a correspond-
ing member. On the blank sheet of paper 
in the folder on which V. Dvořák, as rap-
porteur, wrote the proposal for election, 
the dates and sessions at which the propos-
al was discussed are listed. It states there 
that the proposal was first read at the joint 
session on July 6, 1895, and that it was re-
solved at the General Assembly on Decem-
ber 16, 1895.

At the General Assembly held on Decem-
ber 16, 1895, under item 8, a vote was held 
on the candidates proposed by the class-
es. Of the candidates from the Mathemat-
ical-Natural Sciences Class, Dr. E. Weyr, a 
full professor at the Czech Technical Acad-
emy in Prague (Figure 6), was elected a cor-
responding member. The election of Niko-
la Tesla as a corresponding member was not 
carried out because the assembly decided to 
leave the proposal for the election of Nikola 
Tesla for a future assembly [11]. 

The minutes record only the conclusion, 
so it is not clear what was discussed about the 
candidates. However, it was clear there was 
opposition to electing Tesla as a correspond-
ing member, so by postponing the vote they 

Slika 6. Zapisnik Glavne skupštine održane 16. prosinca 1895. iz kojega je vidljivo da je za 
člana dopisnika izabran dr. E. Weyer [11]

Figure 6. Minutes of the General Assembly held on December 16, 1895, from which it is evident 
that Dr. E. Weyer was elected as a corresponding member [11]
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lo o kandidatima. Očito je međutim bi-
lo protivljenja da se Tesla izabere za člana 
dopisnika, pa je s odlaganjem glasovanja 
izbjegnuto da Tesla ne bude izabran, što se 
na istoj sjednici dogodilo Antunu Baueru, 
predloženiku razreda Filosofijsko-juridič-
kog, također za člana dopisnika.

Oba spomenuta predloženika bila su 
ponovno predložena iduće godine 1896. 
Razred filosofijsko-juridički održao je 
svoju sjednicu 30. lipnja 1896., a Razred 
matematičko-prirodoslovni 1. srpnja 1896. 
(slika 7) [12].

Taj je prijedlog potvrđen na petoj sku-
pnoj sjednici Akademije koja je održana 5. 
srpnja 1896. (slika 8). Na toj sjednici je pod 
točkom 9. izviješteno o kandidatima za iz-
bor, pa tu stoji da je Filosofijsko-juridički 
razred predložio Antuna Bauera za člana 
dopisnika, a Matematičko-prirodoslovni 
razred Nikolu Teslu za začasnog člana [13]. 
Dakle Razred matematičko-prirodoslovni 
je kategoriju članstva za Nikolu Teslu izmi-
jenio vjerojatno zbog protivljenja da se Te-
sla izabere za člana dopisnika na Glavnoj 
skupštini 16. prosinca 1895. Kako se vidi 
iz tog zapisnika prijedlozi su primljeni na 
znanje, a zaključeno je da će se o njima ra-

prevented Tesla from being elected, which 
happened at the same session to Antun Bau-
er, the nominee of Philosophical-Juridical 
Class, also for corresponding member.

Both of the aforementioned proposers 
were again nominated the following year, 
in 1896. The Philosophical-Juridical Class 
held its session on June 30, 1896, and the 
Mathematical-Natural Sciences Class on 
July 1, 1896. (Figure 7) [12].    

That proposal was approved at the Acad-
emy’s fifth plenary session, held on July 5, 
1896 (Figure 8). At that session, under item 
9, a report was given on the candidates for 
election, which states that the Philosophi-
cal-Juridical Class proposed Antun Bauer 
for corresponding member, and the Mathe-
matical-Natural Sciences Class Nikola Tesla 
for honorary member [13]. Therefore, the 
Mathematical-Natural Sciences Class likely 
changed Nikola Tesla’s membership catego-
ry due to opposition to his election as a cor-
responding member at the General Assem-
bly on December 16, 1895. As can be seen 
from those minutes, the proposals were not-
ed, and it was concluded that they would be 
discussed at a joint session to be held infor-
mally before the General Assembly.

Slika 7. Prijedlog Matematičko-prirodoslovnoga razreda od 1. srpnja 1896.da se Nikolu 
Teslu izabere za začasnoga člana Akademije objavljen je na str. 21 Ljetopisa Jugoslavenske 

akademije znanosti i umjetnosti za godinu 1896. [12]  
Figure 7. The proposal of the Mathematical and Natural Sciences Class of July 1, 1896, to elect 
Nikola Tesla as an honorary member of the Academy  was published on page 21 of the Annals 

of the Yugoslav Academy of Sciences and Arts for 1896. [12] 



Ž. Dadić: Nikola Tesla – počasni član HAZU / Nikola Tesla – Honorary Member of the Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts

prirodoslovlje 2024;24(1-2):133–156 149

Slika 8. Peta skupna sjednica Akademije održana 5. srpnja 1896. gdje je podržan prijedlog za 
izbor Nikole Tesle za začasnoga člana Akademije [13]

Figure 8. The Fifth Joint Session of the Academy, held on July 5, 1896, where the proposal to 
elect Nikola Tesla as honorary member of the Academy was supported [13]

spravljati na skupnoj sjednici koja će se ne-
formalno održati prije Glavne skupštine.

Na 6. skupnoj sjednici Akademije ko-
ja je održana 8. studenoga 1896. pod toč-
kom 19. pročitani su prijedlozi razreda za 
izbor novih članova, a među njima i pri-
jedlog Razreda matematičko-prirodoslov-
nog da se Nikola Tesla izabere za začasnog 
člana Akademije (slika 9). Nakon toga 
provedena je rasprava o tim prijedlozima, 
pa su oni upućeni na Glavnu skupštinu da 
se o njima glasuje [14].

Takav je prijedlog došao na Glavnu 
skupštinu 17. prosinca 1896. i Tesla je na 
toj skupštini izabran za začasnog člana 
(slika 10). Bilo je prisutno 15 akademi-
ka, a Tesla je dobio 14 glasova [15]. Na-
kon toga su, 22. prosinca 1896., napisani 
dekreti za novoizabrane članove, a istog 
dana Akademija je u skladu s postupkom 

At the 6th joint session of the Academy, 
held on November 8, 1896, under item 19, 
the proposals of the classes for the elec-
tion of new members were read. Among 
them was the proposal of the Mathemat-
ical-Natural Sciences Class to elect Niko-
la Tesla as an honorary member of the 
Academy (Figure 9). Afterwards, a discus-
sion was held on these proposals, and they 
were referred to the General Assembly for 
a vote [14].   

Such a proposal reached the General As-
sembly on December 17, 1896, and Tesla 
was elected as an honorary member at that 
assembly (Figure 10). There were 15 acade-
micians present, and Tesla received 14 votes 
[15]. After that, on December 22, 1896, 
decrees were written for the newly elected 
members, and on the same day, the Acade-
my, in accordance with procedure, report-
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prijavila banu grofu Khuenu Héderváryju 
izbor novih članova [16].

Nakon održane Glavne skupštine Aka-
demije zagrebački dnevnik Obzor nekoli-
ko je dana objavljivao izvješća o radu Aka-
demije i o Glavnoj skupštini. Na kraju je 
taj dnevnik posebno istaknuo da je Aka-
demija „Glasovitoga našega zemljaka Ni-
kolu Teslu izabrala za počastnoga člana“ 
(slika 11) [17]. 

Tom je prigodom objavljen poseban 
članak u kojemu se, uz vijest o izboru i uz 
čestitke, donose i glavni podatci o Tesli-
nu životu i radu, a napisani su na teme-
lju Dvořákova prijedloga za izbor Tesle u 
članstvo Akademije. Iako je na toj Glav-

ed the election of the new members to Ban 
Count Khuen Héderváry. [16]

After the Academy’s General Assembly 
was held, the Zagreb daily newspaper Ob-
zor published reports for several days about 
the Academy’s work and the General As-
sembly. In the end, that journal particularly 
emphasized that the Academy „had elected 
our famous countryman Nikola Tesla as an 
honorary member“ (Figure 11) [17].

On that occasion, a special article was 
published in which, along with the news of 
his election and congratulations, the main 
facts about Tesla’s life and work were pre-
sented, written based on Dvořák’s propos-
al for Tesla’s election to the Academy. Al-

Slika 9. Šesta skupna sjednica Akademije održana 8. studenoga 1896. gdje je prihvaćen 
prijedlog za izbor Nikole Tesle za začasnoga člana Akademije (Ljetopis Jugoslavenske                                                     

akademije znanosti i umjetnosti za godinu 1896., Zagreb, 1897., str. 37) [14]
Figure 9. The Sixth Joint Session of the Academy, held on November 8, 1896,  where the 

proposal to elect Nikola Tesla as an honorary member of the Academy was accepted (Annals of 
the Yugoslav Academy of Sciences and Arts for 1896, Zagreb, 1897, p. 37) [14]
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noj skupštini izabrano nekoliko pravih 
i dopisnih članova, ni jedan od njih ni-
je u Obzoru posebno istaknut (slika 12) 
[18]. Učinjeno je to samo za Nikolu Te-
slu.

Izbor Nikole Tesle za „začastnoga“ 
Akademijina člana zabilježen je i u iz-
vješću tajnika za godinu 1896. (slika 13) 
[19],  a u Ljetopisima za godinu 1897. i 
dalje Nikola Tesla je redovito naveden na 

Slika 10. Zapisnik Glavne skupštine 
održane 17. prosinca 1896., na kojoj 
je Nikola Tesla izabran za počasnoga 

člana Akademije (Ljetopis Jugoslavenske 
akademije znanosti i umjetnosti za godinu 

1986., Zagreb, 1987., str. 39-40) [15]
Figure 10. Minutes of the General Assembly 

held on December 17, 1896, at which Nikola 
Tesla was elected an honorary member of the 
Academy (Annals of the Yugoslav Academy 

of Sciences and Arts for the year 1986, 
Zagreb, 1987, pp. 39-40) [15]

Slika 11. Domaće vijesti. Svečana sjednica 
jugoslavenske akademije, Obzor God. 

XXXVII, br. 293, 21. prosinca 1896. [17]
Figure 11. Domestic News. The ceremonial 

session of the Yugoslav Academy, Obzor, Vol. 
XXXVII, No. 293, December 21, 1896 [17]

though several full and corresponding 
members were elected at that General As-
sembly, none of them were particularly 
highlighted in Obzor (Figure 12) [18]. This 
was done only for Nikola Tesla.

The election of Nikola Tesla as an „honor-
ary“ member of the Academy was also record-
ed in the secretary’s report for the year 1896 
(Figure 13) [19], and in the Annals for the 
year 1897 and onwards Nikola Tesla was reg-
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Slika 12. Zagrebački dnevnik Obzor objavio je članak Nikola Tesla, novi počastni član naše 
Akademije, 24. prosinca 1896. [18]

Figure 12. The Zagreb daily newspaper Obzor published the article „Nikola Tesla, a New 
Honorary Member of Our Academy“, on December 24, 1896 [18]

početnim stranicama (slika 14).  Akade-
mijini počasni članovi u to doba, osim 
Nikole Tesle, bili su (redom izbora) aka-
demik Aristo Aristović Kunik iz Petro-
grada, sveučilišni profesor Dimitrij Iva-
nović Mendelejev iz Petrograda i dr. E. 
A. Frič, profesor na sveučilištu u Pragu 
[20]. 

UMJESTO ZAKLJUČKA

Konačno se može postaviti pitanje za-
što je Teslin izbor trajao tri godine, a po-
sebno zašto nije prošao njegov izbor za 
člana dopisnika. Zašto se odgađao njegov 
izbor iako ga je dva puta uzastopce Ra-
zred matematičko-prirodoslovni predla-
gao za člana dopisnika na temelju izvješća 
akademika Vinka Dvořáka. U zapisnici-

ularly listed on the opening pages (Figure 14).  
The Academy’s honorary members at that 
time, besides Nikola Tesla, were (in the or-
der of their election) academician Aristo Aris-
tović Kunik from Saint Petersburg, university 
professor Dimitrij Ivanović Mendeleev from 
Saint Petersburg, and Dr. E. A. Frič, a profes-
sor at the University of Prague [20].

INSTEAD OF A CONCLUSION

Finally, one can ask why Tesla’s election 
took three years, and especially why his 
election as a corresponding member did 
not go through. Why was his election de-
layed, even though the Mathematical-Nat-
ural Sciences Class had twice consecutively 
proposed him as a corresponding member 
based on the report of academician Vinko 
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ma se nisu navodile rasprave koje su se vo-
dile na sjednicama i na skupštinama, pa 
se ne može sa sigurnošću odgovoriti na ta 
pitanja. Ipak je vrlo vjerojatno da članovi 
Akademije nisu htjeli izabrati Nikolu Te-
slu za člana dopisnika iz formalnih razlo-
ga jer on nije imao formalne akademske 
kvalifikacije. Razred matematičko-priro-
doslovni je nasuprot tome vjerojatno za-
stupao gledište da su u slučaju Tesle važ-
niji njegovi svjetski priznati znanstveni 
rezultati. 

Vjerojatno je u raspravama u Akade-
miji došlo do kompromisa, pri čemu je 
Razred matematičko-prirodoslovni po-
pustio i na kraju Nikolu Teslu predložio 
za počasnoga člana. To više nije izazivalo 
protivljenja jer su za izbor počasnih čla-
nova važili posve drugi kriteriji, pa su go-
tovo svi članovi Akademije na Glavnoj i 
izbornoj skupštini 17. prosinca 1896. po-
držali izbor Nikole Tesle za počasnoga 
člana.

Dvořák? The minutes did not record the 
discussions held at the sessions and assem-
blies, so it is not possible to answer these 
questions with certainty. However, it is very 
likely that the Academy’s members did not 
want to elect Nikola Tesla as a correspond-
ing member for formal reasons, because he 
did not have formal academic qualifica-
tions. The Mathematical-Natural Sciences 
Class, on the other hand, probably held the 
view that in Tesla’s case his world-renowned 
scientific results were more important.

It is likely that a compromise was reached 
in the Academy’s discussions, in which the 
Mathematical-Natural Sciences Class relent-
ed and in the end proposed Nikola Tesla as an 
honorary member. This no longer caused op-
position because completely different criteria 
applied to the election of honorary members, 
so almost all members of the Academy at the 
General and Electoral Assembly on Decem-
ber 17, 1896, supported Nikola Tesla’s elec-
tion as an honorary member.

Slika 13. Izvješće Akademijina tajnika u kojem navodi Teslin izbor za počasnoga člana, 
Ljetopis Jugoslavenske akademije znanosti i umjetnosti za godinu 1896., Zagreb, 1897.,  

str. 89. [19]
Figure 13. Report of the Academy’s secretary announcing Tesla’s election as an honorary 
member, Annals of the Yugoslav Academy of Sciences and Arts for the year 1896, Zagreb, 

1897, p. 89. [19]
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Autor zahvaljuje djelatnicima Arhiva Hr-

vatske akademije znanosti i umjetnosti u Za-
grebu, koji su mu omogućili pristup citiranoj 
dokumentaciji. 
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Slika 14. Naslovna stranica Ljetopisa Jugoslavenske akademije znanosti i umjetnosti za 
godinu 1987., 12. svezak, Knjižara Jugoslavenske akademije (dioničke tiskare), Zagreb, 

1898. i stranica 7 na kojoj je aktualni popis počasnih članova [20]
Figure 14. Title page of the Annals of the Yugoslav Academy of Sciences and Arts for theyear 
1897, Volume 12, Knjižara Jugoslavenske akademije (dioničke tiskare), Zagreb, 1898, and 

page 7, which contains the current list of honorary members [20]
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