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CONGRESS ANNOUNCEMENT: 180 YEARS OF DEDICATION TO
NATURAL HISTORY HERITAGE - A MUSEUM FOR THE FUTURE

Najava kongresa: 180 godina posvecenosti prirodoslovnoj bastini — Muzej za buducnost
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The Croatian Natural History Museum is
pleased to announce the international
congress “180 Years of Dedication to
Natural History Heritage — A Museum
for the Future”, which will be held in the

Croatian Natural History Museum, Zagreb, Croatia,
from 7 to 9 December 2026. Organised to mark the
180th anniversary of the Croatian Natural History
Museum (1846-2026), the congress celebrates nearly
two centuries of scientific excellence, stewardship of
natural history collections, and dedication to
research, education, and public engagement. The
anniversary offers a unique opportunity to reflect on
the Museum’s legacy while addressing the
challenges and opportunities facing natural history
museums in the twenty-first century.

The congress will bring together museum professionals, researchers, natural scientists,
conservation specialists, educators, students, and representatives of cultural and scientific
institutions from Croatia and abroad. Through plenary lectures, oral and poster presentations,
and round-table discussions, participants will exchange knowledge, present recent research, and
discuss innovative approaches to the preservation, interpretation, and communication of natural

heritage.

The scientific programme will focus on the following themes:

e History, development, and contribution of the Croatian Natural History Museum to
science and culture — exploring the Museum’s evolution over 180 years, its scientific
achievements, the development of its collections, research activities, educational role, and
its contribution to the advancement of natural sciences, museology, and cultural heritage
at the national and international levels.
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e Natural history collections: collection processing, preservation, and accessibility —focusing
on the acquisition, documentation, conservation, long-term preservation, and sustainable
management of natural history collections, as well as improving their accessibility for
scientific research, education, and public use.

e Digital transformation of museums and digitisation of natural history collections —
challenges of the 21st century - addressing current developments in the digitisation of
collections and documentation, digital data management, online accessibility, open data,
and the application of emerging technologies, including artificial intelligence, 3D imaging,
and virtual tools, in research, collection management, and public presentation.

e Museums as centres of science communication, education, and science popularisation —
highlighting the role of museums in communicating scientific knowledge to diverse
audiences through exhibitions, educational programmes, citizen science initiatives,
outreach activities, and partnerships that foster dialogue between science, culture, and
society while promoting environmental awareness and lifelong learning.

The congress will also feature two round-table discussions addressing current challenges in
the management and governance of natural history collections. The first will examine the role of
natural history museums in the protection, professional care, and legal status of natural history
collections, focusing on collection stewardship, legislative frameworks, ethical responsibilities,
and the long-term preservation of natural heritage. The second will explore natural history
collections and the coordinating role of national museums, providing a forum to discuss current
issues in professional practice, including standards for collection management, documentation,
institutional cooperation, the implementation of national museum policies, and future directions
for strengthening collaboration within the museum community.

Researchers and museum professionals are invited to submit abstracts for oral and poster
presentations. Accepted contributions will be eligible for submission as full papers for publication
in a special issue of Natura Croatica, scheduled for publication in 2027 after the review process.

The first announcement of the congress was published on 7 July 2026. Abstracts must be
submitted by 1 October 2026, and authors will be notified of the acceptance of their contributions
by 14 October 2026. The congress will be held in the Croatian Natural History Museum, Zagreb
from 7 to 9 December 2026. Authors of accepted presentations will be invited to submit full papers
for publication in the Natura Croatica supplement by 31 January 2027. The official languages of
the congress are Croatian and English. Participation in the congress is free of charge.

Further information about the congress, registration, and abstract submission is available at
www.hpm.hr/hpm180, while instructions for authors submitting manuscripts to the Natura
Croatica supplement can be found at www.hpm.hr/natura-croatica.

The Croatian Natural History Museum warmly invites museum professionals,
researchers, conservation practitioners, educators, students, and all those interested in natural
history, biodiversity, and cultural and natural heritage, including members of the wider public,
to join this anniversary congress. The Museum looks forward to welcoming participants to
celebrate 180 years of its scientific and museum tradition and to contribute to discussions on the
future of natural history museums and the preservation of our shared natural heritage.


http://www.hpm.hr/hpm180
http://www.hpm.hr/natura-croatica
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NAJAVA KONGRESA: 180 GODINA POSVECENOSTI
PRIRODOSLOVNO]J BASTINI — MUZE] ZA BUDUCNOST

Hrvatski ;’i Croatian
prirodoslovni ‘g} Matural History
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aeding pasvedenasti
prrodoslovng) bagtin

Hrvatski prirodoslovni muzej sa
zadovoljstvom najavljuje medu-
narodni kongres ,180 godina
posvecenosti prirodoslovnoj basti-
ni — Muzej za buducnost”, koji ¢e se

odrzati u Hrvatskom prirodoslovhom muzeju u Zagrebu
od 7. do 9. prosinca 2026. godine. Organiziran povodom
obiljeZavanja 180. obljetnice Hrvatskog prirodoslovnog
muzeja (1846. — 2026.), kongres slavi gotovo dva stoljeca
znanstvene izvrsnosti, skrbi o prirodoslovnim zbirkama te
predanosti istrazivanju, obrazovanju i komunikaciji s
javnos¢u. Ova obljetnica pruza jedinstvenu priliku za
promisljanje o bogatoj bastini Muzeja, ali i za razmatranje
izazova i mogucnosti s kojima se prirodoslovni muzeji
suocavaju u 21. stoljecu.

Kongres ¢e okupiti muzejske strucnjake, istrazivace, prirodoslovce, struc¢njake za zastitu

prirode, edukatore, studente te predstavnike kulturnih i znanstvenih ustanova iz Hrvatske i

inozemstva. Kroz plenarna predavanja, usmena i posterska izlaganja te okrugle stolove sudionici

¢e razmjenjivati znanja, predstavljati najnovija istrazivanja i raspravljati o inovativnim pristupima

ocuvanju, interpretaciji i predstavljanju prirodoslovne bastine.

Znanstveni program obuhvatit e sljedece tematske cjeline:

Povijest, razvoj i doprinos Hrvatskog prirodoslovnog muzeja znanosti i kulturi — pregled
razvoja Muzeja tijekom 180 godina, njegovih znanstvenih postignuca, razvoja zbirki,
istrazivackih aktivnosti, obrazovne uloge te doprinosa razvoju prirodnih znanosti,
muzeologije i kulturne bastine na nacionalnoj i medunarodnoj razini.

Prirodoslovne zbirke: obrada grade, o¢uvanje i dostupnost — stjecanje, dokumentiranje,
konzervacija, dugoro¢no ocuvanje i odrzivo upravljanje prirodoslovnim zbirkama te
unaprjedenje njihove dostupnosti za znanstvena istrazivanja, obrazovanje i javnost.
Digitalna transformacija muzeja i digitalizacija prirodoslovne grade — izazovi 21. stoljec¢a
— aktualni razvoj digitalizacije zbirki i dokumentacije, upravljanje digitalnim podacima,
mrezna dostupnost, otvoreni podaci te primjena novih tehnologija, ukljuc¢uju¢i umjetnu
inteligenciju, 3D snimanje i virtualne alate u istrazivanju, upravljanju zbirkama i njihovoj
prezentaciji.

Muzeji kao sredista znanstvene komunikacije, obrazovanja i popularizacije znanosti —
uloga muzeja u prenosenju znanstvenih spoznaja razli¢itim skupinama posjetitelja putem
izlozbi, obrazovnih programa, gradanske znanosti, aktivnosti za javnost i partnerstava
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koja poticu dijalog izmedu znanosti, kulture i drusStva te promicu svijest o okoliSu i
gjeloZivotno ucenje.

U sklopu kongresa odrzat ¢e se i dva okrugla stola posvecena aktualnim izazovima u
upravljanju prirodoslovnim zbirkama. Prvi ¢e razmatrati ulogu prirodoslovnih muzeja u zastiti,
stru¢noj skrbi i pravnom statusu prirodoslovnih zbirki, s naglaskom na upravljanje zbirkama,
zakonodavni okvir, eti¢ku odgovornost i dugorocno ocuvanje prirodne bastine. Drugi ¢e biti
posvecen prirodoslovnim zbirkama i koordinacijskoj ulozi mati¢nih muzeja te ¢e otvoriti raspravu
o aktualnim pitanjima struéne prakse, standardima upravljanja zbirkama i dokumentacijom,
meduinstitucionalnoj suradnji, provedbi nacionalnih muzejskih politika i budu¢im smjerovima
jacanja suradnje unutar muzejske zajednice.

Istrazivadi i muzealci pozivaju se na prijavu saZetaka za usmena i posterska izlaganja.
Prihvacena izlaganja modi ¢e biti predana u obliku cjelovitih radova za objavu u posebnom
izdanju casopisa Natura Croatica, planiranom za 2027. godinu, nakon recenzija.

Prva obavijest o kongresu objavljena je 7. srpnja 2026. godine. Rok za dostavu sazetaka je 1.
listopada 2026., a autori ¢e o prihvacanju biti obavijesteni do 14. listopada 2026. Kongres ce se
odrzati od 7. do 9. prosinca 2026. u Hrvatskom prirodoslovhom muzeju u Zagrebu. Autori
prihvacenih izlaganja pozivaju se dostaviti radove za objavu u Natura Croatica do 31. sijecnja
2027. Sluzbeni jezici kongresa su hrvatski i engleski, a sudjelovanje je besplatno.

Vise informacija o kongresu, prijavi sudjelovanja i dostavi sazetaka dostupno je na mreznoj
stranici www.hpm.hr/hpm180, dok se upute autorima za pripremu rukopisa za posebni broj
¢asopisa Natura Croatica nalaze na www.hpm.hr/natura-croatica.

Hrvatski prirodoslovni muzej poziva muzejske strucnjake, istrazivace, strucnjake za zastitu
prirode, edukatore, studente i sve zainteresirane za prirodoslovlje, bioraznolikost te kulturnu i
prirodnu bastinu, ukljucujudi i Siru javnost, da sudjeluju na ovom obljetnickom kongresu.
Veselimo se zajednickom obiljezavanju 180 godina znanstvene i muzejske tradicije te doprinosu
raspravama o buducnosti prirodoslovnih muzeja i ocuvanju nase zajednicke prirodne bastine.


http://www.hpm.hr/hpm180
http://www.hpm.hr/natura-croatica

