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Srednjovjekovni nadgrobni
spomenici — stecci na prostoru
Pline IstoCne i Stasevice, u
zaledu grada Ploca

U prvom dijelu rada daje se opsirniji osvrt na stecke u pojasu Pline
Istocne. Vecim dijelom rijec je o spomenicima koji se tek usputno spomi-
nju u strucnoj literaturi te dosad nisu bili predmet pomnijeg razmatra-
nja. Prikazani su zateCeni prostorni razmjestaj lokaliteta prije izgradnje
prometnice, kataloski pregled svih stecaka i njihove tipoloske karakteri-
stike te zastupljeni ikonografski repertoar. Ponovno se iznosi vremenska
odrednica istrazenih nalazista. Drugi dio rada donosi pregled lokaliteta
sa ste¢cima na podrucju Stasevice, susjedne Plini, popracen kataloskim
popisom i crtezima ukraSenih primjeraka. Osnovni je cilj ovog rada po-
kusati zaokruziti sliku stecaka s podrucja Pline i dati prikaz dosad po-
znatih nalazista ste¢aka u danasnjoj Stasevici. Inicijalno, predmetna je
tema proizasla iz diplomskog rada autorice, a u konacnici se rad moze
sagledati kao svojevrsna sinteza rezultata terenskih pregleda i podataka
iz dosadasnjih objava.

Kljuéne rijeci: Plina Istocna, Stasevica, topografski pregled, stecci,
niski oblici stecaka, ukrasni motivi, datacija.
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Medieval monolithic tombstones —
stecci in the area of Eastern Plina
and Stasevica, in the hinterland

of the town of Ploce

The first part of this paper presents a comprehensive review of the
stec¢ci located in the area of Eastern Plina. Most of these monuments
have been mentioned only in passing in scholarly literature and have not
previously been the subject of a detailed analysis. The study reconstructs
the original spatial distribution of the sites prior to the construction of the
modernroad, followed by a catalogue of all recorded stecci, including their
typological characteristics and the range of decorative and iconographic
motifs represented. The chronological attribution of the investigated sites
is also reassessed. The second part of the paper provides an overview of
sites with stecci in the neighbouring area of Stasevica, accompanied by
a catalogue and drawings of the decorated specimens. The primary aim
of the study is to present a comprehensive synthesis of stecci in the Plina
region, while also documenting all currently known stecak sites within the
present-day territory of Stasevica. The work originates from the author’s
master s thesis and represents an attempt to synthesise the results of field
surveys with the evidence presented in previous publications.

Keywords: Eastern Plina, Stasevica, topographic survey, stecak (sg.)/
stecci (pl.), low forms of stecci, decorative motifs, dating
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Stecci na prostoru Pline Istocne

UVODNO RAZMATRANJE!

U zemljopisnom smislu Plina’> obuhvaca pro-

Kao apsolventica arheologije, autorica je sudjelovala u
zaStitnim arheoloskim istrazivanjima provedenim pri
izgradnji spojne ceste Cvor Plo¢e — Luka Ploge kroz
plocansko zalede. IstraZivanja su provedena 2007. i
2008. godine pod nadzorom glavnog koordinatora dr.
sc. M. Katica, tadasnjeg arheologa Konzervatorskog
odjela u Trogiru, danas ravnatelja MHAS-a u Splitu.
Voditelji istrazivanja bili su prethodno spomenuti dr.
sc. M. Kati¢, zatim M. Tomasovi¢, ravnatelj Gradskog
muzeja Makarska, dr. sc. A. MiloSevi¢, tadasnji ravna-
telj MHAS-a, i dipl. arheologinja S. Bogdanovi¢. Za
izradu tehnicke dokumentacije bio je zaduzen profesor
R. Marsi¢ iz tvrtke Geographica d. o. o., danas dje-
latnik AM-a u Zadru. U provedbu istrazivanja bile su
ukljucene i privatne arheoloske tvrtke Palisada d. o. o.
i Arheo Plan d. o. 0., a sudjelovali su i tadasnji studenti
arheologije N. Sopi¢ i J. Jovanovié te dipl. arheolozi
N. Topi¢ i R. Kordi¢. Dulje vrijeme koje je autorica
provela na projektu utjecalo je i na odabir teme njezi-
na diplomskog rada (Stecci donjoneretvanskog kraja),
obranjenog u prosincu 2008. na SveuciliStu u Zadru
pod mentorstvom prof. dr. sc. dr. h. ¢. Ante Uglesica,
tadasnjeg rektora Sveucilista u Zadru. Budud¢i da je rad
ve¢im dijelom bio utemeljen na rezultatima terenskih
obilazaka, s primarnim fokusom na ste¢ke u Plini i da-
nasnjoj Stasevici, koji su u to vrijeme bili slabo istra-
Zeni, njezin je mentor sugerirao objavljivanje rada.
Upravo su tada nastali nacrti nekoliko inicijalno pla-
niranih tekstova i crtezi ukrasenih stecaka u Stasevici.
Kako se zastupljenost dijela razmatranih lokaliteta u
stru¢nim publikacijama otad nije znatnije promijenila,
a svojedobno su ulozeni velik trud, novcana sredstva
i, ponajprije, entuzijazam kao temeljni pokretac cije-
log pothvata, mozda ne bi trebalo Cuditi $to je ovaj
tekst dovrsen nakon toliko godina. Autorica bi ovom
prilikom Zeljela zahvaliti glavnom koordinatoru istra-
zivanja Miroslavu Kati¢u na pruzenoj prilici, Robertu
Marsicu na izradi crteza ukrasenih ste¢aka na podrucju
Stagevice, kolegi Juri Suéuru na omoguéivanju uvida
u dio doktorske disertacije tijekom njezine izrade i pri-
jatelju Simi Vuliéu na pomoéi s dokumentacijom. Po-
sebnu zahvalnost upuéuje Dejanu Nikolcu sa Sarié(a)
Struge na ulozenom vremenu i pratnji tijekom teren-
skih obilazaka, ali i svim mjesStanima okolnih naselja
koji su sudjelovali u projektu. Autorica ovim radom na
neki nacin ispunjava i svojevrsnu obvezu prema Ma-
rinku Tomasovicu, koji je proteklih godina, ocekujuci
predocenje teksta, u vlastitim objavama ,,zaobilazio*
veci dio predmetnih stecaka, op. a.

Naziv promatranog prostora ,,dovodi se u svezu s ape-
lativom plina, tlo pod vodom* (Vidovi¢ 2013, str. 12).
U novije se doba dijeli na isto¢ni i zapadni dio, a linija
njihova razgranicenja prolazi gorskim vrhovima Sira¢,
Plavac i Petrovac, od polja Jezera do Crne Ri(je)ke u
dolini Neretve (Erak 1995, str. 7).

Stedci in the area of Eastern Plina

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS?

As a final-year student of archaeology, the author par-
ticipated in the rescue archaeological excavations con-
ducted during the construction of the connecting road
between Ploce Junction and Port of Ploce, which goes
through the hinterland of Ploce. These investigations
were conducted in 2007/2008 under the supervision of
the chief coordinator Dr M. Kati¢, then an archaeolo-
gist at the Conservation Department in Trogir of the
Croatian Ministry of Culture and currently director of
the Museum of Croatian Archaeological Monuments
(MHAS) in Split. The investigations were led by the
aforementioned Dr M. Kati¢, M. Tomasovi¢ — direc-
tor of the Makarska Town Museum, Dr A. MiloSevié¢
— then director of the MHAS, and by the archaeolo-
gist S. Bogdanovi¢. Technical documentation was
prepared by Professor Robert Marsi¢ of Geographica
d.o.o., now employed at the Archacological Museum
in Zadar. The fieldwork also involved the private ar-
chaeological companies Palisada d.o.o. and Arheo
Plan d.o.o., as well as the then archaeology students N.
Sopié and J. Jovanovi¢, together with archaeologists
N. Topi¢ and R. Kordi¢. The considerable amount of
time the author spent working on the project also in-
fluenced the choice of the topic of her master’s thesis
(Stecci of the Lower Neretva Region), defended in De-
cember 2008 at the University of Zadar under the su-
pervision of Professor Ante Uglesi¢, PhD, Dr.h.c. then
Rector of the University of Zadar. As the thesis was
largely based on the results of field surveys, focusing
primarily on the then poorly investigated stecci of Pli-
na and present-day StaSevica, her supervisor encour-
aged its publication. It was at that time that the first
drafts of several planned papers, together with draw-
ings of the decorated ste¢ci from the Stasevica area,
were produced. Since the state of representation of
many of the sites discussed here has not substantially
increased in the scholarly literature in the intervening
years, and considering the considerable effort, finan-
cial resources and, above all, the enthusiasm invested
in this research, it may perhaps come as no surprise
that this text has been completed after so many years.
The author would like to express her sincere grat-
itude to Miroslav Kati¢, the chief coordinator of the
excavations, for the opportunity to participate in the
project; to Robert Marsi¢ for preparing the drawings
of the decorated stecci from the Stasevica area; to her
colleague Jure Suéur for granting access to part of his
doctoral dissertation while it was still in preparation;
and to her friend Sime Vuli¢ for assistance with the
documentation. Special thanks are also due to Dejan
Nikolac from Sarié(a) Struga for his time and compan-
ionship during the field surveys, as well as to all the in-
habitants of the surrounding settlements who contrib-
uted to the project. In a sense, the publication of this
study also fulfils a long-standing obligation towards
Marinko Tomasovi¢ who, while awaiting the comple-
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Sl. 1 - Granice Pline; preuzeto iz: A. Erak, 1995 (foto: Z. Sunko)
Fig. I - The boundaries of Plina; taken from: A. Erak, 1995 (photo: Z. Sunko)

strano, brdovito zalede Ploc¢a izmedu neretvanske
doline i Vrgoracko-neretvanskog polja, odnosno
Jezera,® a donedavno je oznacavala zatvorenu, teze
pristupacnu mikroregionalnu cjelinu. Zahvaljujuci
takvu poloZzaju, u ranijim je povijesnim razdoblji-
ma imala prirodnu zastitu od vanjskih neprijatelja,
a njezini stanovnici siguran zaklon u nestabilnijim
povijesnim prilikama* (sL. 1).

S vremenom, pak, sve vise dolaze do izrazaja
nepovoljni u¢inci prostorne izoliranosti, narocito u
pogledu njezine udaljenosti od vecih sredista, $to za
posljedicu ima stagnaciju u razvoju te u konaénici
dovodi do iseljavanja stanovniStva i osnivanja novih
naselja, ponajprije na obliznjem podrucju aluvijalne
ravni, a kasnije i u priobalju.’ Usporedo s gubitkom

3 S obzirom na to da je polje bilo plavljeno sve do 1938.
godine, odnosno do probijanja tunela prema Bacin-
skim jezerima, izraz Jezeri usvojen je kao geografski
pojam (Glamuzina 1996b, str. 126, bilj. 1).

* Uz ranije spomenuto teze prohodno jezero zastitu su
pruzali i brdski lanci, ¢iji su istaknutiji vrhovi po po-
trebi sluzili kao promatrac¢nice s kojih se moglo pra-
vovremeno uociti priblizavanje opasnosti (Erak 1995,
str. 9).

5 Iseljavanje ruralnog stanovni$tva iz brdskog okvira

In geographical terms, Plina?> encompasses the
expansive, hilly hinterland of Ploce lying between
the Neretva valley and the Vrgorac—Neretva pla-
in, that is Jezera,® and until recently it constituted
a closed, relatively inaccessible micro-regional
unit. Due to these geographical characteristics, it
enjoyed natural protection from external enemies in
earlier historical periods, while its inhabitants fo-
und secure refuge during more unstable historical
circumstances.* (Fig. 1)

tion of the present paper, has deliberately ‘omitted’
discussion of a large part of the ste¢ci examined here
in his own publications (author’s note).

2 The name of the area under study “is associated
with the appellative term plina, ‘land under water’”
(Vidovi¢ 2013, p. 12). In more recent times, it is di-
vided into an eastern and a western part, the line of
their demarcation passing along the mountain peaks
of Sira¢, Plava¢ and Petrovac, from the field of Jezera
to the river Crna Ri(je)ka in the Neretva valley (Erak
1995, p. 7).

3 Since the field was seasonally flooded until 1938, that
is, before the construction of the tunnel leading to-
wards the Bacina Lakes, the term Jezeri was adopted
as a geographical designation (Glamuzina 1996b, p.
126, fn. 1).

4 In addition to the previously mentioned lake, which
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stanovnistva dolazi i do drasti¢nih promjena u kra-
joliku, koji ve¢im dijelom zarasta u makiju i borovu
Sumu. Kada je rije¢ o egzistencijalnim djelatnosti-
ma, tadaSnje su se zajednice primarno oslanjale na
vlastitu proizvodnju hrane, uglavnom orijentiranu
na poljodjelstvo i stoCarstvo,® na §to upucuju poje-
dini sacuvani toponimi ali i same prirodno-geograf-
ske karakteristike predmetnog podruéja.’

Konkretni povijesni podatci o razmatranom
podrucju vrlo su rijetki; poznato je da je Plina na-
zna¢ena kao naselje na Waldseemiillerovoj karti iz
1513. godine, a prvi se put u izvorima spominje ne-
Sto kasnije, 1571. godine, kada se dobrovoljno pre-
daje u podanistvo Mletackoj Republici.®

S aspekta arheologije, razmatranom podrucju
nije se pridavala znacajnija pozornost prije samih
istrazivanja. Pri rekognosciranju koje im je pret-
hodilo® utvrdeno je postojanje gradinskih polozaja
i ve¢e koncentracije kamenih tumula, $to svjedoci
o naseljavanju podrucja jos u prapovijesti. Na zna-
¢ajan intenzitet zivota u razdoblju kasnog srednjeg
vijeka upucivala je rasprostranjenost veceg broja
nadgrobnih spomenika — stecaka. Rezultati arhe-
oloskih istrazivanja u konacnici su pokazali kon-
tinuitet covjekova obitavanja, premda ne kroz sva
razdoblja, a ve¢inom je rije¢ o nalazistima grobljan-
skog karaktera.!

Over time, however, the adverse effects of spatial
isolation came increasingly to the fore, particularly
in respect of the area’s distance from major centres,
a circumstance that resulted in developmental sta-
gnation and ultimately led to depopulation and to
the establishment of new settlements, first in the ne-
arby alluvial plain and later along the coast.> With
the decline in population, there were, at the same
a time, also drastic transformations of the landsca-
pe, which for the most part became overgrown with
magquis and pine forest. In terms of subsistence ac-
tivities, the communities of the period primarily re-
lied on their own food production, largely oriented
towards agriculture and animal husbandry.® This is
ultimately also indicated by certain preserved to-
ponyms, as well as by the natural and geographical
characteristics of the area in question.’

Concrete historical data on the area under discu-
ssion are very scarce; it is known that it is marked as
a settlement on Waldseemdiller’s map of 1513, and
it is first mentioned in written sources somewhat
later, in 1571, when it voluntarily submitted to the
authority of the Venetian Republic.?

From an archaeological standpoint, this area re-
ceived no significant scholarly attention prior to the
investigations. Field reconnaissance that preceded
them’ identified the existence of hillfort sites and a

pocinje tijekom 18. i 19. stoljeca, usporedno s prestan-
kom vojnih osvajanja i poc¢etkom znacajnih gospodar-
skih promjena, a intenzivira se nakon Drugog svjet-
skog rata, osobito Sezdesetih godina proslog stoljeca
(Glamuzina 19964, str. 60, 63).

Nacin prehrane tadasnjih stanovnika rekonstruiran je
na temelju rezultata analize njihova oralnog zdravlja
(Vodanovi¢ 2012, str. 97-107). Premda su za analizu
prikupljeni ostatci lubanja iskljucivo iz istraZzenih gro-
bova na nalazistu pri vrhu Misje Drage, moze se pret-
postaviti da bi i analize uzoraka s preostalih istrazenih
lokaliteta pokazale sli¢ne rezultate, op. a.

7 Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, str. 249.

8 Tomasovi¢ 2008Db, str. 179, bilj. 60; Vidovi¢ 2013, str.
12. Povijesni kontekst vidjeti u: Sunjié¢ 2009, str. 150—
154. Vidjeti jos: Glibota 2006; Budak 2008, str. 30—43;
Alduk 2008, str. 44-55.

Rekognosciranje su u sijecnju 2005. godine proveli ar-
heolozi Marinko Tomasovi¢ i Miroslav Kati¢ s ciljem
ubikacije arheoloskih lokaliteta ugrozenih izgradnjom
spojne ceste Cvor Ploge — Luka Ploge (Tomasovié
2011b, str. 287, bilj. 7).

Najstariji horizont sahranjivanja datira u vrijeme ka-
snog eneolita i ranog bron¢anog doba, kada su podi-
gnuti istrazeni kameni tumuli (Tomasovi¢ 2011a, str.
6). Za polozaj pri vrhu Misje Drage pretpostavljen je
nastavak pokapanja i u kasnijim razdobljima bronca-

was difficult to cross, protection was also provided by
the surrounding mountain ranges, whose more prom-
inent peaks served, when needed, as lookout points
from which approaching danger could be detected in
good time (Erak 1995, p. 9).

The depopulation of the rural settlements within the
mountainous hinterland began during the 18" and 19"
centuries, following the end of military campaigns and
the onset of major economic transformations. This
process intensified after the Second World War, par-
ticularly during the 1960s (Glamuzina 1996a, pp. 60,
63).

The reconstruction of dietary practices is based on
the results of an analysis of the oral health of the con-
temporary population (Vodanovi¢ 2012, pp. 97-107).
Although the cranial skeletal remains analysed were
collected exclusively from the excavated graves at the
site near the top of Misja Draga, it may reasonably be
assumed that analyses of samples from the remaining
excavated sites would have produced comparable re-
sults, author’s note.

7 Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, p. 249.

8 Tomasovi¢ 2008b, p. 179, n. 60; Vidovi¢ 2013, p.
12. For the historical context see: Sunji¢ 2009, pp.
150-154. See also: M. Glibota, 2006; Budak 2008, pp.
30-43; Alduk 2008, pp. 44-55.

A field reconnaissance survey was carried out in Jan-
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Vecina istrazenih lokaliteta pruzala se prodo-
linom od zaseoka Eraka na sjeveru do priobalnog
naselja Sarié(a) Struge, neposredno uz jedan od
nekoliko komunikacijskih pravaca koji prolaze tim
podru¢jem, izgraden na trasi ranije komunikacije,
vjerojatno tijekom 15. stoljeca.!

Za istrazena groblja sa ste¢cima u okolici Era-
ka utvrdeno je da su ih podigle rodovske zajedni-
ce koje su ih koristile dulje vrijeme, a dovode se u
vezu s populacijom srednjovjekovnih Vlaha.'? Ipak,
za konacne zakljucke u pogledu etnickog konteksta
razmatranih stecaka potrebno je provesti potpunije
analize."

nog doba (Milogevi¢, Suéur 2008, str. 700). Rezultati
istrazivanja tumula na polozaju Torine upucuju na fazu
sahranjivanja i u razdoblju mladeg Zeljeznog doba
(Suéur 2017, str. 118). U najveéem broju registrirani
su ukopi iz kasnog srednjeg i ranog novog vijeka, a u
manjoj mjeri i ukopi iz ranog srednjeg te kasnog no-
vog vijeka (Tomasovi¢ 2011a, str. 7; Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vu-
1i¢ 2011, str. 250; Suéur, Maljkovic 2017, str. 97-106).
Radiokarbonska analiza ljudskih osteoloskih ostataka
datirala je i dva ukopa iz okolice Eraka u razvijeni
srednji vijek, opcenito vrlo slabo zastupljen horizont
u dalmatinskim tumulima (Suéur 2017, str. 122). Dje-
lomice su istrazeni i ostatci stambene arhitekture, da-
tirani u kasni srednji vijek ili oznaceni kao recentni
objekti (Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, str. 251). Izostanak
otkri¢a rimskih lokaliteta ne znaci da ih uopée nema,
no zasad su iz tog razdoblja evidentirani tek sporadi¢ni
nalazi (Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, str. 252-253).
1 Bili¢, Tvisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, str. 250.
12 Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, str. 265-267; Tomasovié¢
2011b, str. 309-311.
Pitanje tko je sahranjen pod ste¢cima slojevita je pro-
blematika Cije rasvjetljavanje izaziva najvise neslaga-
nja od samih pocetaka njihovih istrazivanja (Poklecki
Stosi¢ 2008, str. 17; Perki¢ 2019, str. 13) te je duze vri-
jeme bila razmatrana kroz prizmu razlicitih povijesnih
narativa utemeljenih na nacionalnim ideologijama.
Danas je poznato da stecke ne treba vezati iskljucivo
za pojedinu vjersku ili etnicku populaciju, veé za pri-
padnike svih vjera i etni¢kih skupina na podrucjima
njihova rasprostiranja (Perki¢, Alduk, Caleta 2014, str.
9; Perki¢ 2019, str. 15). Sagledano kroz prizmu drus-
tvenog statusa pokojnika, smatra se da se pod njima
pokapaju ,,svi oni koji sebi to mogu priustiti (Alduk
2008, str. 54). Za postizanje najpotpunijih rezultata
pri istraZivanjima ste¢aka potrebno je sveobuhvatno
sagledati njihovu tematiku, stoga se kao imperativ bu-
dué¢im proucavanjima namece primjena multidiscipli-
narnog pristupa. Drugim rije¢ima, za iznalazenje pre-
ciznijih odgovora na sve segmente njihove pojavnosti,
u istrazivanjima naglasak treba biti stavljen na sintezu
rezultata arheoloskih istrazivanja izvornih ukopa pod
ste¢cima 1 bioarheoloskih analiza na ljudskim osteo-

higher concentration of stone tumuli, attesting to the
occupation of the area already in prehistory. The su-
bstantial intensity of life during the Late Medieval
Ages was indicated by the widespread distribution
of a larger number of funerary monuments—stecci.
The results of archaeological investigations ultima-
tely demonstrated a continuity of human habitation,
although not across all chronological periods, with
most sites being of a funerary character.'’

Most of the investigated sites extended along a
small valley running from the hamlet of Eraci in the
north to the coastal settlement of Sarié(a) Struge,
located directly along one of several communicati-
on routes passing through the area, a route laid out
over an earlier line of communication, probably in
the course of the 15" century.!!

The cemeteries with stec¢ci investigated in the vi-
cinity of Eraci have been identified as having been
established by kin-based communities that used
them over a long period of time, and they are asso-
ciated with the population of medieval Vlachs.'
However, in order to reach definitive conclusions

uary 2005 by archaeologists Marinko Tomasovi¢ and
Miroslav Kati¢ with the aim of locating archaeological
sites threatened by the construction of the connecting
road Ploce Junction—Port of Ploc¢e (Tomasovi¢ 2011b,
p. 287, fn. 7).

10 The oldest burial horizon dates to the Late Eneolith-
ic and Early Bronze Age, when the investigated stone
tumuli were formed (Tomasovi¢ 2011a, p. 6). For the
position at the top of Mis§ja Draga, burial activity is
assumed to have continued throughout the later phases
of the Bronze Age (Miloevi¢, Sucur 2008, p. 700).
The results of the excavation of the tumulus at the site
of Torine indicate an additional burial phase during the
Late Iron Age (Suéur 2017, p. 118). The majority of
recorded burials date to the late medieval and early
modern periods, while a smaller number belong to the
early medieval and late modern periods (Tomasovié¢
2011a, p. 7; Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, p. 250; Suéur,
Maljkovi¢ 2017, pp. 97-106). Radiocarbon dating of
human osteological remains placed two burials from
the vicinity of Eraci in the High Middle Ages, a buri-
al horizon that is generally very poorly represented in
Dalmatian tumuli (Suéur 2017, p. 122). Remains of
residential architecture were also partly investigated;
these were dated either to the Late Middle Ages or in-
terpreted as recent structures (Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011,
p. 251). The absence of discoveries of Roman sites
does not mean that there are none at all; for the pres-
ent, however, only sporadic finds of that period have
been recorded (Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, pp. 252-253).

1 Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, p. 250.

12 Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, pp. 265-267; Tomasovic¢
2011b, pp. 309-311.
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ZASTUPLJENOST U LITERATURI

Premda su stecci s prostora Pline uvedeni u li-
teraturu jo§ krajem 19. stoljeca, objavom uopce-
nih podataka o nalaziStima stecaka u Plini Zapad-
noj (Ceveljusa i Zavala) u izdanju Starohrvatske
prosvjete,'* znaGajan pomak u stupnju njihove istra-
zenosti dogodio se tek tijekom zastitnih arheoloskih
istrazivanja u Plini Isto¢noj, koja su i potaknula veéi
interes struke za stecke donjoneretvanskog pojasa.
Upravo su tada, gotovo istovremeno, objavljeni ra-
dovi M. Tomasovi¢a i M. Sunji¢ u kojima su prvi
put na cjelovit i analitian nacin prikazani isti stec-
ci.’® U razdoblju izmedu objave polazi$nog izvora
i navedenih novijih radova usputno ih se doti¢u i
drugi autori: S. Beslagi¢,'s V. Vré&i¢,'7 V. Sokol,' A.
Erak' i R. Juri¢, a naknadno se pokazalo da je u
radovima nekih od njih doslo i do odredenih nespo-
razuma, ponajprije zbog nacina na koji S. Beglagi¢
ponavlja polazisnu informaciju, ostavljaju¢i pogre-
$an dojam da u Plini Zapadnoj postoji samo jedan,
a ne dva lokaliteta.!

Stecci s prostora Pline Istocne jos se rjede spo-
minju u stru¢noj literaturi koja prethodi zastitnim
arheoloskim istrazivanjima. S druge strane, ¢esto su
zastupljeni u tematskim osvrtima mjesnih sveceni-
ka i profesora, uglavnom opcéepovijesnog karaktera.
lako se u njima tek usputno navode neuskladeni sta-
tisticki podatci, bez opseznijih opisa, njihov je do-
prinos neosporan s obzirom na nedostatak stru¢ne
literature u razdoblju provedbe arheoloskih istrazi-
vanja. Prema koriStenim izvorima, prvi ih put spo-
minje don R. Jerkovi¢ jo§$ tridesetih godina proslog
stoljeca, a naroc€ito je znacajna njegova napomena
o prostornom kontekstu ste¢aka i prapovijesnih
tumula.”? Tek Cetrdesetak godina kasnije na iste

loskim ostatcima (Perki¢ 2019, str. 206; Vuci¢, Luka-
Cevi¢ 2022, str. 52).

14 Radié¢ 1896, str. 65—66; Tomasovié 2008Db, str. 168; Su-
nji¢ 2009, str. 137.

15 Tomasovié¢ 2008b, str. 167—183; Sunji¢ 2009, str. 133—
166, s tim da M. Sunji¢ razmatra isklju¢ivo lokalitet u
Ceveljusi, op. a.

16 Beslagi¢ 1971, str. 86.

7 Vr¢i¢ 1974, str. 155.

18 Sokol 1980, str. 272.

19 Erak 1995, str. 25.

20 Juri¢ 2003, str. 337.

Beslagi¢ 1971, str. 86. Bududéi da su spomenuti nespo-

razumi obrazlozeni u: Tomasovi¢ 2008a, str. 122—-123;

Tomasovi¢ 2008b, str. 168; gunjic’ 2009, str. 137-138,

viSe detalja vidjeti kod navedenih autora, op. a.

22 Vidovi¢ 2000, str. 408; Tomasovi¢ 2011b, str. 286, bilj.
5.

regarding the ethnic context of the ste¢ci under con-
sideration, more comprehensive analyses are requ-
ired.

REPRESENTATION IN THE LITERATURE

Although the stecci of the Plina area were in-
troduced into the literature as early as the end of
the 19" century, through the publication of gene-
ralised data on the stecak sites of Western Plina
(Ceveljusa and Zavala) in the journal Starohrvatska
prosvjeta,'* a significant advancement in the level
of research occurred only during rescue archaeolo-
gical investigations in Eastern Plina, which in turn
prompted greater scholarly interest in the stecci of
the lower Neretva region. It was at that time that,
almost simultaneously, the works of M. Tomasovié
and M. Sunji¢ were published, in which the same
ste¢ci were for the first time presented in a com-
prehensive and analytical manner.” In the period
between the publication of the initial source and
these more recent studies, other authors also addre-
ssed the material in passing, including S. Beslagi¢,'¢

1 The question of who was buried under the stecci rep-
resents a complex issue whose interpretation has gen-
erated the greatest degree of disagreement since the
earliest stages of their scholarly investigation (Pok-
lecki Stosi¢ 2008, p. 17; Perki¢ 2019, p. 13). For a
considerable period, it was approached through the
lens of various historiographical narratives grounded
in national ideologies. It is now generally accepted
that ste¢ci should not be associated exclusively with
any single religious or ethnic group, but rather with
members of all confessional and ethnic communities
within the areas of their distribution (Perki¢, Alduk,
Caleta 2014, p. 9; Perki¢ 2019, p. 15). From the per-
spective of the social status of the deceased, it is con-
sidered that those buried under them were “all those
who could afford it” (Alduk 2008, p. 54). In order
to achieve the most comprehensive results in the re-
search of the stecci, it is necessary to adopt an integra-
tive approach to the entire phenomenon; accordingly,
a multidisciplinary methodology is an imperative for
future studies. In other words, in order to obtain more
precise answers concerning all aspects of their occur-
rence, emphasis should be placed on synthesising the
results of archaeological investigations of original
burials beneath stecci and bioarchaeological analyses
of human osteological remains (Perki¢ 2019, p. 206;
Vuci¢, Lukacevi¢ 2022, p. 52).

4 Radi¢ 1896, pp. 65-66; Tomasovi¢ 2008b, p. 168;
Sunjié¢ 2009, p. 137.

15 Tomasovié¢ 2008b, pp. 167—183; Sunji¢ 2009, pp. 133—
166, although M. Sunji¢ considers exclusively the site
at Ceveljusa, author’s note.

16 Beslagi¢ 1971, p. 86.
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spomenike ponovno upucuju fra V. Vréi¢* i svece-
nik A. Skobalj.2* Devedesetih godina proslog stolje-
¢a na njih se referiraju mjesni zupnik A. Ribi¢i¢,”
A. Erak® i profesor A. Kovacevi¢.”

Osvrti V. Vréi¢a i A. Eraka pisani su na slican
nacin te daju, u cjelini, priblizno to¢ne podatke o
razmjeStaju nalaziSta stecaka, osobito u pogledu
sjevernih polozaja. Stecke popisuju iz smjera juga
prema sjeveru, u kontekstu triju prostornih mikro-
cjelina vezanih za put koji spaja Sarié¢(a) Strugu i
brdo Oblic¢evac. Prva se odnosi na prostor izmedu
priobalnog naselja Sari¢(a) Struge i doline Vrbice,
za koji vezuju ,,0sam kamenih plo¢a“?® s napome-
nom o ukrasima polumjeseca i vijenca, pri cemu
se nesumnjivo referiraju na dio spomenika s naj-
juznijeg istraZzenog nalazista, pri vrhu Misje Dra-
ge.”? Opisi koji slijede odnose se na lokalitete s
podrucja izmedu polja Vrbice i zaseoka Eraka, no
nesto je teze razluciti na koje se toc¢no stecke re-
feriraju. Vr¢i¢ najprije navodi ,,povrh Vrbice cetiri
ploce, otvoreni grob s kostima i plocu velicine 50
em “,*0 zatim, u blizini kapelice,®' ,,ogoljenu gomilu
s dva groba i dvije plo¢e“*? i naposljetku ,,na vrhu
brdasca cetiri ploce debljine 50 cm, na dvije se na-
laze uklesani vijenci.“>* Erak isti¢e: ,,u neposrednoj

B Vrci¢ 1974, str. 154-155.

2% Spominje motiv kriZa na sanduku s Ograde i ste¢ak na
polozaju Glavica (Tomasovi¢ 2011b, str. 286).

2 Navodi podatak o ukupno 20 ste¢aka u Plini Isto¢noj i
36 u Plini Zapadnoj, s napomenom o ukrasima kriza i
polumjeseca (Ribi¢i¢ 1992, str. 18).

% Erak 1995, str. 25.

77 Na potezu od Sarié(a) Struge do Vrbice spominje tri
polozaja s ukupno 16 spomenika, od ¢ega 8 ukrasenih,
a kod Eraka 11 ste¢aka u kontekstu polozaja Ograde i
Zelenik (Kovagevié 1997, str. 30). Cini se da nalaziita
iz okolice Eraka ne pripaja Plini Isto¢noj, ve¢ Zapad-
noj (?). Nije posve jasno zbog greske u tisku knjige,
op. a.

2 Vrei¢ 1974, str. 154; Erak 1995, str. 25.

2 MiloSevi¢, Suéur 2008, str. 700; Tomasovié¢, Perkic,
Alduk 2008, str. 84. Svega 80-ak metara sjevernije od
Misje Drage, na prostoru toponima Dracevac, istrazen
je jos jedan lokalitet sa ste¢cima (Tomasovi¢, Perkic,
Alduk 2008, str. 84), koji, ¢ini se, ni Vrci¢ ni Erak ne
spominju. Navedeno ne iznenaduje jer su ti ste¢ci zbog
guste vegetacije bili teze zamjetni, op. a.

30 Vr¢i¢ 1974, str. 154.

31 Kapelica Gospa na Granici koja je zbog arheoloskih
istrazivanja pomaknuta sa svoje izvorne pozicije, op.
a. Nesto sjevernije nalazi se i kapelica Gospa na Peci-
nama (Ribi¢i¢ 1992, str. 41).

32 Vrcie 1974, str. 154.

3 Vrci¢ 1974, str. 154.

V. Vr¢id,"” V. Sokol,'® A. Erak' and R. Juri¢.?° It su-
bsequently emerged that certain misunderstandings
had arisen in the works of some of the aforementi-
oned authors; primarily due to the manner in which
S. Beslagi¢ reiterates the initial information, crea-
ting the incorrect impression that there is only one,
rather than two sites in Western Plina.?!

The stecci of Eastern Plina are mentioned even
more rarely in the scholarly literature predating the
rescue archaeological excavations. They are, on the
other hand, frequently included in thematic discu-
ssions by local priests and teachers, which gene-
rally are of a broad historical character. Although
these accounts provide only brief and occasionally
inconsistent statistical data, without more detailed
descriptions, their contribution is nevertheless in-
disputable, particularly given the lack of specialist
literature available at the time when the archaeolo-
gical investigations were carried out. According to
the consulted sources, the ste¢ci were first menti-
oned by Don R. Jerkovi¢ in the 1930s, whose ob-
servation regarding the spatial context of the stecci
and prehistoric tumuli is of particular significance.?
Some four decades later, the same monuments were
again noted by Friar V. Vr¢i¢® and the priest A.
Skobalj.2* In the 1990s they were further discussed
by the local parish priest A. Ribi¢i¢,”® A. Erak?® and
the teacher A. Kovacevic.”’

17 Vr¢i¢ 1974, p. 155.

18 Sokol 1980, p. 272.

19 Erak 1995, p. 25.

20 Juri¢ 2003, p. 337.

2l Beslagi¢ 1971, p. 86. Given that the mentioned misun-
derstandings are explained in: Tomasovi¢ 2008a, pp.
122-123; Tomasovi¢ 2008b, p. 168; Sunji¢ 2009, pp.
137-138, for more details, see the authors cited, au-
thor’s note.

22 Vidovi¢ 2000, p. 408; Tomasovi¢ 2011b, p. 286, fn. 5.

B Vrei¢ 1974, pp. 154-155.

24 He mentions the cross motif on a chest from Ograda

and a stecak at the site of Glavica (Tomasovi¢ 2011b,

p. 286).

He records the figure of a total of 20 stecci in Eastern

Plina and 36 in Western Plina, with a note on orna-

ments of crosses and crescents (Ribi¢i¢ 1992, p. 18).

% FErak 1995, p. 25.

27 On the stretch from Sarié(a) Struge to Vrbica, he men-
tions three sites with a total of 16 monuments, 8 of
them decorated, and at Eraci 11 stecci in the context
of the sites of Ograde and Zelenik (Kovacevi¢ 1997,
p. 30). It appears that the sites in the vicinity of Eraci
does not belong to Eastern Plina but to Western Plina
(7). It is not entirely clear, on account of a printing
error in the book, author’s note.

25
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blizini rasporedeno je na tri mjesta Sest ploca, dva
groba, otvoreni grob, pet ploca debljine 50 cm, na
dva se nalaze uklesani vijenci“** i smjesta ih u §iri
prostorni kontekst toponima Granice. U konacnici,
rije¢ je o ujednacenom broju lokaliteta (3) 1 spome-
nika (11), pri ¢emu broj nalaziSta odgovara broju
istrazenih lokaliteta, dok se broj spomenika ne po-
dudara u potpunosti s brojem ste¢aka evidentiranih
tijekom istrazivanja, a isto vrijedi i za istaknute
ukrase. Ostaju donekle nejasne i predocene vrijed-
nosti visine stec¢aka od 50 cm jer se na tom dijelu
predmetnog podrué¢ja nalaze iskljucivo nizi oblici
ste¢aka.*® Naposljetku popisuju nalazi$ta u okolici
Eraka s tocnim brojem ste¢aka (Ograde/7, Kré/4 i
Zelenik/4),% s tim da ih Vréi¢ neto¢no smjesta u Pli-
nu Zapadnu.”’ Erak isti¢e i simbol kriZa sa stecka na
Ogradi te ukraSene stecke na Zeleniku.®

Sto se ti¢e struénih radova, R. Juri¢ spominje ih
u dvama navratima: najprije u vidu uopéene opaske
da u Plini ste¢aka ima na viSe polozaja,* a zatim,
referirajuci se na osvrt fra V. Vréi¢a, navodi da su
polozZeni ,,na cesti od Sari¢ Struge prema Obli¢eveu
i izmedu Sari¢ Struge i Vrbice,* pri ¢emu prenosi
i neto¢an smjestaj sjevernih lokaliteta u Plinu Za-
padnu.

Kao $to je prethodno naznaceno, klju¢nu ulogu
u stupnju istrazenosti Pline imala su provedena ar-
heoloska istrazivanja, koja su rezultirala i objavom
rezultata istraZivanja pojedinih lokaliteta.*! Osnov-
ni topografski i statisticki podatci o predmetnim
ste¢cima izneseni su i ranije u popratnom katalogu
izlozbe Stecci,** a spominju se i u doktorskoj diser-

3 Erak 1995, str. 25.

3 S iznimkom jednog dislociranog primjerka visine od
45 do 51 cm, u zateCenom stanju utonulog u zemlju,
op. a.

36 Vr¢i¢ 1974, str. 155; Erak 1995, str. 25. Na Zeleniku se
zapravo nalazi 5 ste¢aka, medutim jedan nisu uodili jer
je bio u cijelosti prekriven zemljom, op. a.

37 Vrcié 1974, str. 155.

3 Erak 1995, str. 25.

3 Juri¢ 1998, str. 29.

40 Juri¢ 2003, str. 337.

4 Bili¢, Tvisi¢é, Vuli¢ 2011, str. 249-284; Tomasovié¢
2011b, str. 285-322; Suéur, Maljkovié¢ 2017, str. 97—
106.

4 Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, str. 83—-84; Tomaso-
vi¢ 2008a, str. 120—129. Ovdje treba upozoriti na odre-
dene nepodudarnosti medu podatcima koji se nalaze u:
Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, str. 83—84 i u ovom
radu, a odnose se na statisticku neusuglasenost u po-
gledu broja ste¢aka na pojedinim nalaziStima, o ¢emu
¢e kasnije biti rijeci. Budu¢i da je rije¢ o informacija-

The reviews of V. Vr¢i¢ and A. Erak are compo-
sed in a similar manner and, on the whole, offer re-
asonably accurate information regarding the distri-
bution of the stecak sites, particularly those situated
in the northern part. Both authors list the ste¢ci mo-
numents from south to north within the framework
of three spatial micro-units associated with the rou-
te connecting Sari¢(a) Struge and the hill of Oblie-
vac. The first comprises the area between the coastal
settlement of Sari¢(a) Struge and the Vrbica valley,
to which “eight stone slabs” are linked to.”® They
further note that some bear crescent and wreath mo-
tifs, undoubtedly referring to part of the monuments
at the southernmost investigated site, at the top of
Misja Draga.” The descriptions that follow relate
to the sites in the area between the Vrbica field and
the hamlet of Eraci; however, it is somewhat more
difficult to determine precisely which stecci are
being referred to. Vrci¢ first mentions “four slabs
above Vrbica, an open grave with skeletal remains,
and a slab measuring 50 cm,” followed, near the
chapel,’! by “a bare tumulus with two graves and
two slabs™** and finally “four slabs, 50 cm thick, at
the top of a small hill, two of which bear carved
wreath motifs.”** Erak, by contrast, notes that “in
the immediate vicinity, at three separate locations,
there are six slabs, two graves, an open grave, and
five slabs 50 cm thick, two of which are decora-
ted with carved wreaths,”* placing these remains
within the broader topographical context of the
toponym Granice. Overall, the number of sites (3)
and of monuments (11) is consistent, the recorded
number of sites corresponding to the number of in-
vestigated sites, whereas the number of monuments

2 Vr¢i¢ 1974, p. 154; Erak 1995, p. 25.

2 Milogevi¢, Suéur 2008, p. 700; Tomasovié, Perki¢,
Alduk 2008, p. 84. Only circa 80 metres north of Mis-
ja Draga, within the area of the toponym Dracevac, a
further site with stecci was investigated (Tomasovic,
Perki¢, Alduk 2008, p. 84), which, it seems, neither
Vrci¢ nor Erak mentions. This is not surprising, since
these stecci were harder to notice due to the dense veg-
etation surrounding it, author’s note.

0 Vrei¢ 1974, p. 154.

The chapel of Gospa na Granici, which was moved

from its original position due to the archaeological

investigations, author’s note. Somewhat further north

lies the chapel of Gospa na Pec¢inama (Ribici¢ 1992,

p. 41).

32 Vrei¢ 1974, p. 154.

3 Vrei¢ 1974, p. 154.

3% Erak 1995, p. 25.

367



368

Blansa MALJKOVIC Srednjovjekovni nadgrobni spomenici — ste¢ci na prostoru Pline Istocne i Stadevice, u zaledu grada Ploca \

taciji J. Suéura® te u katalogu izlozbe Ste¢ci u Nere-
tvi — Umjetnost i obred.*

U ovom kontekstu treba istaknuti i projekt po-
duzetnika M. Eraka i udruge gradana Oblicevac s
podrugja grada Plo¢a,” ¢iji su rezultati pridonijeli
stupnju istrazenosti razmatranih lokaliteta sa ste¢-
cima, narocito kada je rije¢ o nalaziStima danasnje
StaSevice. Rije¢ je o projektu evidentiranja stecaka
plocanskog zaleda s ciljem njihove promocije i za-
Stite, Ciji su rezultati javno dostupni na sluzbenoj
mreznoj stranici Grada Ploca.*®

Sto se ti¢e Pline, M. Erak spominje ukupno Sest
nalazista stecaka (dva u Plini Zapadnoj i Cetiri u
Plini Isto¢noj),*” s tim da statisti¢ki podatci koji se
odnose na prostor Pline Isto¢ne prikazuju aktualnu
situaciju, to¢nije brojno stanje nalazista nakon pro-
vedenih istraZivanja i izgradnje prometnice,* dok je
u ovom radu razmotren zateceni prostorni raspored
lokaliteta prije samih istrazivanja.

Ovdje se treba osvrnuti na spomenute nepodu-
darnosti medu podatcima iz kataloga izlozbe Stec-
ci 1 kataloga koji slijedi.* Naime, danas se na brdu
Obli¢evcu nalaze 33 izmjestena stecka, a iz kata-
loga izlozbe proizlazi da bi ih trebalo biti 29, pa je
nedavno postavljeno pitanje konteksta preostalih
Cetiriju spomenika.® U pokusaju iznalazenja odgo-

does not entirely coincide with the ste¢ci documen-
ted during the excavations, nor do the recorded de-
corative motifs correspond in every instance. Equ-
ally problematic are the reported monument heights
of 50 cm, since only lower forms of stecci occur in
that part of the area.® Finally, both authors list the
sites in the vicinity of Eraci, recording the correct
number of stecci at each locality (Ograde/7, Kr¢/4
and Zelenik/4),% although Vr¢i¢ incorrectly places
them in Western Plina.’” Erak additionally notes the
cross motif carved on the stecak from Ograde, as
well as the decorated monuments at Zelenik.*

As regards scholarly works, R. Juri¢ mentions
them on two occasions: in the form of a general re-
mark that ste¢ci occur at several locations in Plina,*
and later, with reference to Friar V. Vr¢i¢’s account,
that they lie “on the road from Sari¢ Struga towards
Oblicevac and between Sari¢ Struga and Vrbica,”*
whereby he also repeats the erroneous attribution of
the northern sites to Western Plina.

As already noted, the archaeological investi-
gations carried out in the area were pivotal in ad-
vancing our knowledge of Plina and resulted in the
publication of excavation reports for several sites.*!
Basic topographic and statistical data on the stecci
were previously presented in the accompanying ca-
talogue of the exhibition Steéci,* and they are also

ma koje je autorica osobno proslijedila navedenim au-
torima, ovom se prilikom Zzeli ispri¢ati svima, premda
su joj danas, s vremenskim odmakom, teze shvatljive
okolnosti koje su dovele do nesporazuma, op. a.

4 Suéur 2015a; Suéur 2015b. Kraéi prikaz stecaka izne-
sen je u okviru teme doktorske disertacije Ukapanje
u prapovijesnim tumulima od kasne antike do novog
vijeka, u &iju je svrhu autorica kolegi Suéuru proslije-
dila terensku dokumentaciju, uz prethodno odobrenje
koordinatora istrazivanja Miroslava Katica, op. a.

4 Volarevi¢ 2020.

# Udruga koju je prije Cetiri godine osnovao privatni po-
duzetnik M. Erak djeluje na podrucju ocuvanja kultur-
no-povijesne bastine, zastite okoliSa, razvoja ruralnog
turizma 1 ekoloske proizvodnje. https://www.poslov-
na.hr/lite/oblicevac/1668531/subjekti.aspx [konzulti-
rano 9. 3. 2024.].

4 Autor svih tekstova i fotografija je predsjednik udruge
M. Erak, op. a.

47 Erak 2022, str. 40—42; https://www.klikploce.com.

hr/identifikacija-stecaka-kod-crkve-uznesenja-

bdm-na-oblicevcu/ [konzultirano 12. 4. 2024.].

Kako je vec¢i dio stecaka bio ugrozen izgradnjom pro-

metnice, po zavrSetku istrazivanja izmjeSteni su na

novu lokaciju, uz crkvu Sv. Marije na brdo Obli¢evac,

op. a.

4 Vidjeti: str. 7, bilj. 42.

30 https://www.klikploce.com.hr/identifikacija-stecaka-

48

35 With the exception of one dislocated specimen, 45-51
cm in height, sunk into the ground at the time of dis-
covery, author’s note.

3 Vréi¢ 1974, p. 155; Erak 1995, p. 25. At the site of
Zelenik, there are in fact 5 ste¢ci; one, however, they
did not notice, since it was entirely covered with earth,
author’s note.

37 Vréi¢ 1974, p. 155.

3% Erak 1995, p. 25.

39 Juri¢ 1998, p. 29.

40 Juri¢ 2003, p. 337.

40 Bili¢, Ivisié, Vuli¢ 2011, pp. 249-284; Tomasovié
2011b, pp. 285-322; Suéur, Maljkovié 2017, pp. 97—
106.

4 Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, pp. 83-84; Tomaso-
vi¢ 2008a, pp. 120-129. It should be noted that cer-
tain discrepancies exist between the data presented in
Tomasovié, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, pp. 83—84 and those
presented in the present study. These relate to incon-
sistencies in the statistical data concerning the num-
ber of stec¢ci recorded at individual sites, an issue dis-
cussed in greater detail below. Since the information
in question was originally provided by the author to
the above-mentioned authors, she wishes to take this
opportunity to apologise for the misunderstanding,
although today, with the passage of time, the circum-
stances that led to the misunderstanding are harder for
her to grasp, author’s note.
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vora na tu statisticku neuskladenost M. Erak dolazi
do zakljucka da je rije¢ o spomenicima s istrazenih
nalazi$ta koji gravitiraju zaseoku Eracima.’! Medu-
tim, u katalogu izlozbe predoc¢eni broj spomenika
u kontekstu polozaja Dracevac i1 Granica, koji gra-
vitiraju priobalnom naselju Sari¢(a) Struzi, ne od-
govara njihovu stvarnom broju, zbog ¢ega i dolazi
do nesrazmjera izmedu broja stecaka na Oblicevcu
i njihova brojnog stanja prema navedenom izvoru.

Koliko je autorici poznato, na Obli¢evac su iz-
mjesteni stecci s istrazenih lokaliteta Misja Dra-
ga, Dracevac, Granica i Gariste (jug) te Kr¢ i Pet
prethistorijskih gomila — Tumul 4 iz okolice Eraka
(sjever). Prema dostupnim podatcima, s polozaja
Dracevac izmjesteno je pet stecaka, a s Granice Sest
spomenika.’?> Stvarna je situacija, medutim, nesto
drukc¢ija: na Dracevcu je evidentirano 8 stecaka, od
kojih je jedan amorfni blok, a na Granici 7 spome-
nika (4 na tumulu i 3 dislocirana).>

Kada se tom broju pridodaju statisticki usklade-
ni podatci s preostalih lokaliteta (Mi§ja Draga/l1,
Gariste/3, okolica Eraka/5), rije¢ je o ukupno 34
stecka (uz pretpostavku da su na Oblicevac izmje-
Stena i dva stecka ugradena u rubni obzid kolnog
puta na Granici). Ako bi se nadalje pretpostavilo da
amorfni blok s Dracevca nije izmjesten, u konac-
nici se dolazi do 33 stecka. Na osnovi navedenog,
od Cetiriju stec¢aka ,,viska“ koje spominje M. Erak,
najmanje dva primjerka sa sigurno$éu pripadaju
juznom dijelu predmetnog podrucja, a ne Eracima
na sjeveru.>

KATALOSKO-TOPOGRAFSKI PREGLED
STECAKA

Aktualni prostorni razmjestaj lokaliteta sa ste¢-
cima u Plini Isto¢noj ukljuc¢uje brdo Obli¢evac s

kod-crkve-uznesenja-bdm-na-oblicevcu/ [konzultira-
no 12. 4. 2024.]. No u cjelini ostaje pitanje prvobitnog
prostornog konteksta svih izmjestenih spomenika jer
nisu oznaceni, op. a.

St https://www.klikploce.com.hr/identifikacija-stecaka-
kod-crkve-uznesenja-bdm-na-oblicevcu/ [konzultira-
no 12. 4.2024.].

2 Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, str. 83—84.

33 Detaljan prikaz i pojasnjenja daju se u katalogu koji

slijedi, op. a.

Autor takoder navodi da se na Obli¢evcu danas ne na-

lazi ukraseni ste¢ak s Granice (u ovom radu oznacen

brojem 36) koji je sasvim sigurno izmjesten na brdo

Oblicevac, gdje se nalazio i pri posljednjem autorici-

nom terenskom obilasku 2015. godine, op. a.
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discussed in J. Suéur’s doctoral dissertation*? and in
the exhibition catalogue Stecci in the Neretva Regi-
on — Art and Ritual *

In this context, particular mention should also be
made of the project initiated by the entrepreneur M.
Erak and the citizens’ association Oblicevac of the
town of Ploce,* The project’s results have made a
valuable contribution to the level of research of the
stecak sites discussed here, especially those located
within present-day StaSevica. This project encom-
passed the recording of the ste¢ci in the hinterland
of Ploce, with the aim of promoting and protecting
this cultural heritage, the results of which are pu-
blicly available on the official website of the Town
of Ploce.*

With regard to Plina, M. Erak identifies a total
of 6 stecak sites (2 in Western Plina and 4 in Ea-
stern Plina).*’” The statistical data relating to Eastern
Plina, however, reflect the present-day situation,
i.e. the number of recorded sites following the ar-
chaeological investigations and the construction of
the road,” whereas the present study reconstructs
the original spatial distribution of the sites prior to
excavation. At this point, it is necessary to addre-
ss the discrepancies between the data presented in
the exhibition catalogue Stec¢ci and those contained
in the catalogue that follows in this paper.*’ At pre-
sent, 33 relocated stecci are preserved on the hill

# Suéur 2015a; Sucur 2015b. A brief overview of the
ste¢ci was presented within the framework of the doc-
toral dissertation entitled “Ukapanje u prapovijesnim
tumulima od kasne antike do novog vijeka,” for the
purpose of which the author passed her field doc-
umentation to her colleague Jure Sucur, having first
obtained the permission of the excavation coordinator,
Miroslav Kati¢, author’s note.

4 Volarevi¢ 2020.

4 The association, established four years ago by the

private entrepreneur M. Erak, is active in the fields

of cultural and historical heritage preservation, envi-
ronmental protection, rural tourism development and
organic  production  (https://www.poslovna.hr/lite/

oblicevac/166853 1/subjekti.aspx (09/03/2024)).

The author of all the texts and photographs is the pres-

ident of the association, M. Erak, author’s note.

47 Erak 2022, pp. 40-42; https://www.klikploce.

com.hr/identifikacija-stecaka-kod-crkve-uznesen-

ja-bdm-na-oblicevcu/ (12/04/2024).

As the majority of the ste¢ci were threatened by the

construction of the road, they were relocated follow-

ing the completion of the archaeological investiga-
tions to a new location beside the Church of St. Mary
on the hill of Obli¢evac, author’s note.

4 See:p. 7, fn. 42.
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Sl. 2 - Karta s naznacenim polozajem nalazista stecaka u Plini Isto¢noj prije provedbe zastitnih
arheoloskih istrazivanja: 1. Mi§ja Draga (tri lokaliteta), 2. Drac¢evac (dva lokaliteta), 3. Vrbica
(neistrazen), 4. Put uz Vrbicu, 5. Granica, 6. Gariste, 7. Pet prethistorijskih gomila — Tumul
4/Eraci, 8. Ograde (Drazice) /Eraci, 9a. Kr¢ — Groblje u uzem smislu/Eraci, 9b. Kr¢ — Izdvojeni
grob pod ste¢kom/Eraci, 10. Zelenik/Eraci (neistrazen), (izradio: S.Vuli¢)

Fig. 2 - Map indicating the location of the stecak tombstones sites in Plina Istocna before the implementation
of rescue archaeological excavations: 1. Misja Draga (three sites), 2. Dracevac (two sites), 3. Vrbica
(unexcavated), 4. Put uz Vrbicu, 5. Granica, 6. Gariste, 7. Five prehistoric mounds — Tumulus 4/Eraci, 8. Ograde
(Drazice) /Eraci, 9a. Kré — Cemetery in the narrower sense/Eraci, 9b. Kr¢ — Isolated grave under a stec¢ak/
Eraci, 10. Zelenik/Eraci (unexcavated), (created by: S. Vulic)

izmjestenim ste¢cima kod crkve Sv. Marije, zatim
polozaje Zelenik, Ograde i Put uz Vrbicu te dva
pojedinaéna stecka u polju Vrbici.® Steéci na po-

3 Rije¢ je o dvama ste¢cima koji se ne spominju u struc-
noj literaturi, a navodi ih M. Erak (Erak 2022, str. 42).
Autorica je primjerak ukrasen macevima dokumenti-

of Oblicevac, whereas the exhibition catalogue im-
plies that there should be 29. This discrepancy has
recently prompted questions concerning the context
of the remaining four monuments.*® In an attempt

0 https://www.klikploce.com.hr/identifikacija-ste-

caka-kod-crkve-uznesenja-bdm-na-oblicevcu/
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tonjim poloZajima i u polju Vrbici odreda se nalaze
na svojim izvornim pozicijama. S druge strane, pri-
lozena karta rasprostranjenosti nalaziSta stecaka u
Plini Isto¢noj (sl. 2)*® prikazuje zateCenu situaciju
prije arheoloskih istrazivanja, s iznimkom nedavno
pronadenog primjerka na polozaju Lokvica (polje
Vrbica).”’

Imajuéi u vidu njihov prostorni razmjestaj, loka-
liteti su u ovom radu grupirani u dvije cjeline: juznu,
koja gravitira priobalnom naselju Sarié(a) Struzi, te
sjevernu, u okolici zaseoka Eraka.*® U konacnici je
rije¢ o ukupno 56 stecaka, od kojih je 49 na istra-
zenim, a 7 na neistrazenim nalaziStima. Radi posti-
zanja cjelovitog prikaza, u katalog su uvrsteni i ve¢
objavljeni spomenici sa sjevernih polozaja.’® U ka-
talogu su, od juga prema sjeveru, predocene glavne
znacCajke svakog lokaliteta te opisi spomenika (vr-
sta stecka, dimenzije, zateCeni polozaj, oCuvanost i
ukrasi). Svi su ste¢ci oznaceni rednim brojem, s tim
da brojcani niz ne pocinje iznova sa svakim novim
lokalitetom, ve¢ se nastavlja na prethodni.

JuzZna skupina stecaka

Pod nazivom juzna skupina ste¢aka podrazumi-
jevaju se spomenici registrirani na podrucju koje
gravitira priobalnom naselju Sari¢(a) Struzi (sl. 2:
1 — 6). Rije¢ je o ukupno 38 stecaka, od kojih je

rala jos 2008. godine te je uvrSten u njezin diplom-
ski rad, a drugi je tek nedavno otkrio M. Erak. https://
www.klikploce.com.hr/identifikacija-stecaka-kod-cr-
kve-uznesenja-bdm-na-oblicevcu/ [konzultirano 12. 4.
2024.]. Autor oba ste¢ka smjesta u zajednicki prostor-
ni kontekst s primjercima na istrazenom lokalitetu Put
uz Vrbicu, stoga zaklju¢no navodi podatak o ukupno
Cetiri nalaziSta ste¢aka u Plini Isto¢noj, odnosno Sest u
pojasu Pline (Erak 2022, str. 40-42).
Zbog njihove prostorne blizine, nalazista na podrucju
toponima Misja Draga i Dracevac na karti nisu ozna-
Cena zasebnim brojevima. U literaturi se spominje i
ste¢ak na Glavici, zapadno od Ograde (Tomasovi¢
2011b, str. 286; str. 307, bilj. 32) koji se vrlo mogu-
¢e odnosi na primjerak polozen na istrazeni izdvojeni
grob sa Sireg prostora toponima Kr¢ (Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vu-
li¢ 2011, str. 263, 266), na karti oznacen 9b, op. a.
37 Erak 2022, str. 42.
8 Naselja Sari¢ Struga i Eraci medusobno su udaljena
oko 5 km, dok udaljenost izmedu posljednjeg juznog
1 prvog sjevernog lokaliteta iznosi 2,7 km. Zanimljivo
je spomenuti da je ¢ak iu vrijeme zastitnih istrazivanja
juznim lokalitetima bilo moguce pristupiti iskljucivo
pjesackim pravcima, op. a.
¥ Vidjeti u: Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, str. 249-284; To-
masovi¢ 2011b, str. 285-322.
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to resolve this statistical inconsistency, M. Erak
concluded that these additional monuments origi-
nated from the excavated sites gravitating towards
the hamlet of Eraci.’ However, the number of mo-
numents attributed in the exhibition catalogue to
the sites of Dracevac and Granica, both gravitating
towards the coastal settlement of Sari¢(a) Struge,
does not correspond to their actual number, which
is precisely why a disproportion arises between the
number of ste¢ci at Obli¢evac and the figures pre-
sented in the catalogue.

To the best of the author’s knowledge, the stec¢ci
relocated to Oblicevac originated from the exca-
vated sites of Misja Draga, Dracevac, Granica and
Gariste (south), as well as from Kr¢ and the Five
Prehistoric Tumuli— Tumulus 4 in the vicinity of
Eraci (north). According to available documentati-
on, five ste¢ci were relocated from Dracevac and
six from Granica.®> The actual situation, however,
is somewhat different: at Dracevac 8 stecci were re-
corded, of which one is an amorphous block, and
at Granica 7 monuments (4 on the tumulus and 3
displaced).”®* When these figures are combined with
the statistically consistent data from the remaining
sites (Misja Draga/11, Gariste/3, and the Eraci
area/5), the total amounts to 34 stecci (assuming
that the two monuments incorporated into the re-
taining wall of the cart track at Granica were also
relocated to Oblicevac). If, however, it is assumed
that the amorphous block from Dracevac was not
relocated, the final figure comes to 33 monuments.
On the basis of these observations, it may be conclu-
ded that, of the four “additional” ste¢ci identified by
M. Erak, at least two can be securely attributed to
the southern part of the area in question rather than
to the Eraci area in the north.**

(12/04/2024). But also, on the whole, the question of
the original spatial context of all the relocated monu-
ments, since they are not marked, author’s note.

St https://www.klikploce.com.hr/identifikacija-ste-
caka-kod-crkve-uznesenja-bdm-na-oblicevcu/
(12/04/2024).

2 Tomasovié, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, pp. 83-84.

33 A detailed overview and explanations are provided in

the catalogue that follows, author’s note.

The author also states that the decorated stecak from

Granica (designated in the present study as no. 36) is

no longer located on Obli¢evac hill. This monument

was unquestionably relocated to the hill and was still
present during the author’s most recent field survey,
conducted in 2015, author’s note.
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14 ukrasenih, a evidentirani su u kontekstu devet
razli¢itih tumula. Ovoj grupi pripada i nedavno pro-
nadeni ukraSeni primjerak na Lokvici (Vrbica).®
Dakle, u konacénici je rije¢ o ukupno 39 spomeni-
ka, od kojih je 15 s ukrasima. S iznimkom polozaja
dvaju pojedina¢nih ste¢aka u Vrbici, nalazista su
bila predmetom arheoloskih istrazivanja.®!

1) Misja Draga®

Prostor obuhvacden toponimom oznacava naj-
juznije nalaziSte ste¢aka smjeSteno na zapadnim
obroncima brda Kamenice. Na mjestu gdje se Misja
Draga spusta prema delti Neretve, uz stari komuni-
kacijski pravac, evidentirana su i istrazena tri kame-
na tumula, radno oznacena kao AN 58 — Tumuli 5,
61 7. Pokazalo se da je grobnu funkciju imao samo
najve¢i (T7), s dvama istrazenim prapovijesnim
grobovima, ali i da su sva tri kori§tena naknadno. Iz
razdoblja kasnog srednjeg vijeka istrazeno je uku-
pno 40 grobova, od kojih je 11 oznaéeno ste¢cima.®

Ila) Tumul 5%

Od triju istrazenih tumula ovaj je bio najmanji i
najjuzniji. Imao je osnovu kruznog oblika, promjer
8 m i relativnu visinu kamenog nanosa do 1 m. Na
prostoru tumula pronadena su dva nadgrobna spo-
menika — stecka.

Stecak 1 —nizi sanduk, dim. 170 x 70 — 95 x 35
— 42 cm. Vjerojatno je bio polozen nad jednim od

%0 Erak 2022, str. 42.

S iznimkom stecaka u Vrbici, osnovni podatci o spo-
menicima iz kataloga koji slijedi nalaze se u: Tomaso-
vi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, str. 83—84.

62 Qpis polozaja preuzet iz: Milosevié, Suéur 2008, str.
699-701. Opis ste¢aka prema: Suéur 2015b, str. 598—
648, nadopunjen biljeskama s terenskih provjera koje
je poduzela autorica rada (stecci su uvrsSteni u diplom-
ski rad autorice, uz prethodno odobrenje voditelja
istrazivanja A. MiloSevica), op. a.

& Milosevi¢, Suéur 2008, str. 700. J. Suéur naknadno
spominje jo§ dva amorfna bloka (oznacava ih ploca-
ma) i jednu plocu neuobicajenog oblika, u kontekstu
manjih tumula TS i T6 (guéur 2015b, str. 600, 612).
Uvrsteni su u katalog ,,u pogledu konteksta njihove
pojave na groblju sa ste¢cima* (Tomasovi¢ 2008b, str.
172), iako njihova funkcija nije sa sigurno$céu utvrde-
na, op. a.

% Postojale su odredene nedoumice u pogledu ovog lo-
kaliteta, u smislu je li rije¢ o tumulu ili ne, a u konac-
nici je sagledan kao takav (Suéur 2015a, str. 144—145).

65 Suéur 2015b, str. 598.

CATALOGUE AND TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY
OF THE STECCI

The current spatial distribution of stecak sites in
Eastern Plina comprises the hill of Oblic¢evac, with
the relocated stecci beside the Church of St. Mary,
together with the sites of Zelenik, Ograde and Put
uz Vrbicu, as well as two isolated stecci situated in
the Vrbica field,” all of which remain in their ori-
ginal locations. The accompanying map of the dis-
tribution of the stecak sites in Eastern Plina (Fig.
2)56 depicts the situation as encountered prior to
the archaeological investigations, with the excepti-
on of the recently discovered specimen at the site of
Lokvica (Vrbica field).”’

On the basis of their spatial distribution, the si-
tes have been grouped into two clusters: a southern
group associated with the coastal settlement of
Sari¢(a) Struge and a northern group located in the
vicinity of the hamlet of Eraci.® In total, the stu-
dy encompasses 56 steéei, of which 49 derive from
investigated sites and seven from sites that have
not been archaeologically investigated. To provi-
de a comprehensive overview, the catalogue also

53 These are two stecci that have not previously been

mentioned in the scholarly literature but are noted by

M. Erak (Erak 2022, p. 42). The author documented

the specimen decorated with swords as early as 2008,

and it was subsequently included in her master’s the-

sis, whereas the second monument was only recent-
ly discovered by M. Erak (https://www.klikploce.
com.hr/identifikacija-stecaka-kod-crkve-uznesen-
ja-bdm-na-oblicevcu/ (12/04/2024)). The author plac-
es both stecci in a shared spatial context with the spec-
imens at the investigated site of Put uz Vrbicu, and
consequently identifies a total of four sites with stecci
in Eastern Plina, or six within the Plina area as a whole

(Erak 2022, pp. 40-42).

Due to their close spatial proximity, the sites at the

toponyms of Misja Draga and Dracevac are not in-

dicated by separate numbers on the map. The liter-
ature also mentions a stec¢ak at the Glavica location,
west of Ograde (Tomasovic¢ 2011b, p. 286; p. 307, fn.

32), which most likely corresponds to the monument

placed over the isolated excavated grave within the

wider area of the toponym Kr¢ (Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢

2011, pp. 263, 266), marked 9b on the map, author’s

note.

7 Erak 2022, p. 42.

8 The settlements of Sari¢ Struga and Eraci are about 5
km apart, while the distance between the last south-
ern and the first northern site is 2.7 km. It is worth
mentioning that even at the time of the rescue inves-
tigations the southern sites could be reached only by
footpaths, author’s note.
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uni$tenih grobova.®® Suzava se prema jednoj stra-
ni. Cjelovito o¢uvan. U odnosu na druge stecke na
Misjoj Drazi pokazuje nesto losiju kvalitetu izrade.
Bez ukrasa.

Stecak 2 — amorfni blok, dim. 120 x 110 x 22
cm. Nalazio se nad grobom 1 (S-J).

1b) Tumul 6

Bio je podignut izmedu manjeg tumula na jugu
(T5) i najveceg na sjeveru (T7). Imao je osnovu
ovalnog oblika, promjer od 11 (S-J) do 12 m (I-
Z) te relativnu visinu kamenog nanosa do 1 m. Na
zapadnom dijelu tumula istrazeno je ukupno osam
kasnosrednjovjekovnih grobova.®’

Stecak 3 — ploca, dim. 180 x 89 x 22 c¢m. Na-
lazila se nad grobom 2 (SZ-JI). Cjelovito o¢uvana.
Dobre izrade, s neznatno o$te¢enim uglom. Nije
ukrasena, ali ima ,,ravno uleknuée paralelno s uzom
stranom**6¢

Stecak 4 (?) — ploca, dim. 168 x 22 — 47 cm
(Sirina). Neuobicajenog oblika, pronadena istocno
od groba 1. Bez ukrasa.

Stecak 5 — amorfni blok, dim. 112 x 89 x 20 —
22 cm. Pronaden zapadno od groba 2. Nije sigurno
da je bio u funkciji nadgrobnog spomenika.®

Ic) Tumul 7

Ovaj se tumul nalazio 12 m sjeverno od prethod-
nog. Imao je osnovu kruznog oblika, promjer od 24
m i relativnu visinu u rasponu od 1 m na sjevernoj
do 5,5 m na juznoj strani. U nanosu tumula eviden-
tirano je i istrazeno 30 kasnosrednjovjekovnih gro-
bovai 8 stecaka. Oko 16 m sjeverno od tumula pro-
naden je i izdvojeni grob sa steckom. Dakle, uku-
pno je istrazen 31 grob iz razdoblja kasnog srednjeg
vijeka, od kojih je 9 oznaceno ste¢cima.”

Stecak 6 — ploca, dim. 160 x 65 — 70 x 15 — 20
cm. Pokrivala je grob 3 (SZ-JI), a u zate¢enom je
stanju bila djelomi¢no pomaknuta s njega. Cjelovi-
to o¢uvana. Dobre izrade. Neukrasena.

66 Suéur 2015b, str. 601. Zbog nesretnog sludaja (prevr-

tanje bagera) veci je dio tumula bio unisten prije po-
Cetka istrazivanja i ostao je sacuvan samo jedan grob
(Sucur 2015a, str. 144-145; Suéur 2015b, str. 599).

67 Sucur 2015b, str. 602-603.

68 Sucur 2015b, str. 605.

6 Sucur 2015b, str. 612.

0 Suéur 2015b, str. 614-615.

includes monuments from the northern sites that
have already been published.”® The catalogue pre-
sents the principal characteristics of each site in ge-
ographical order from south to north, followed by
descriptions of the individual monuments (type of
stec¢ak, dimensions, original position, state of pre-
servation, and decorative features). Each stecak is
assigned a consecutive catalogue number, with the
numbering continuing throughout the catalogue
rather than restarting at each new site.

The southern group of stecci

The designation southern group of stec¢ci deno-
tes the monuments recorded in the area gravitating
towards the coastal settlement of Sari¢(a) Struga
(Fig. 2; 1-6). This group consists of a total of 38
ste¢ci, of which 14 are decorated, recorded in the
context of nine separate tumuli. Also included wit-
hin this group is the recently discovered decorated
steak at Lokvica (Vrbica field).®® Consequently,
the southern group currently comprises a total of
39 monuments, 15 of which bear decorative motifs.
With the exception of the locations of the two isola-
ted stecci in the Vrbica field, all of these sites have
been subjected to archaeological investigation.®!

1) Misja Draga®

The toponymic area of Mi§ja Draga represents
the southernmost stecak site, located on the western
slopes of the hill of Kamenica. At the point where
Misja Draga descends towards the Neretva Del-
ta, along an old communication route, three stone
tumuli were identified and investigated, provisio-
nally designated as AN 58 — Tumuli 5, 6 and 7. It
was established that only the largest tumulus (T7)
had a funerary function, containing two investiga-

% See: Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, pp. 249-284; Tomasovié
2011b, pp. 285-322.
80 Erak 2022, p. 42.
1 With the exception of the ste¢ci at Vrbica, the basic in-
formation on the monuments included in the catalogue
below is taken from: Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008,
pp. 83—-84.
The description of the position is taken from: Mi-
logevié, Suéur 2008, pp. 699-701. The description of
the stecci follows: Suéur 2015b, pp. 598—648, supple-
mented by notes from the field surveys undertaken by
the author of the study (the ste¢ci were included in the
author’s master’s thesis, with the prior approval of the
director of the investigations, A. Milosevic¢), author’s
note.
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Stecak 7 — plo¢a, dim. 185 x 102 x 25 — 30 cm.
Pokrivala je grob 5 (Z-1). Cjelovito ocuvana. Dobre
izrade. Gornja ploha je zagladena, ali i napukla, te
sadrzava reljefni prikaz polumjeseca.

Stecak 8 — ploca, dim. 188 x 93 — 112 x 18 cm.
Prekrivala je grob 7 (SZ-JI). Cjelovito ocuvana.
Dobre izrade. Suzava se prema jednoj strani. Bez
ukrasa.

Stecak 9 — ploca, dim. 183 x 95 x 16 — 24 cm.
Bila je polozena nad grobom 1 (Z-I), djelomi¢no
pomaknuta s njega. Cjelovito ocuvana. Dobre izra-
de. Na njezinoj gornjoj plohi nalazi se kruzno udu-
bljenje oiviceno tordiranim vijencem. Uz rub gor-
nje stranice nalaze se obrisi bordure u obliku trake
ispunjene kosim crticama.”

Stecak 10 — ploca, dim. 158 x 94 x 15— 19 cm.
Oznacavala je grob 2 (Z-1), s kojeg je u zate¢enom
stanju bila djelomi¢no pomaknuta. Cjelovito ocuva-
na. Dobre izrade. Neukrasena.

Stecak 11 — ploca, dim. 203 x 96 x 20 cm. Bila
je polozena nad grobom 8 (SZ-JI). Cjelovito ocuva-
na. Dobre izrade. Bez ukrasa.

Stecak 12 — nizi sanduk, dim. 198 x 102 x 35
— 43 cm. Nalazio se nad grobom 28 (Z-I). Cjelo-
vito oCuvan. Dobre izrade. Ostecenog ugla. Plohe
zagladene. Na gornjoj se plohi nalazi reljefni prikaz
polumjeseca.

Stecak 13 — sanduk, dim. 175 x 86 x 47 cm.
Oznacavao je grob 6 (SZ-JI). Djelomi¢no poma-
knut s njega. Cjelovito ocuvan. Vrlo dobre izrade.
Gornja ploha zagladena. Donja ostala nedoradena.
Duz boc¢nih stranica vidljiva je pli¢a pukotina. Na
gornjoj plohi nalazi se tordirani vijenac. UreSena je
i njegova ¢eona ploha, djelomic¢no oStecenim moti-
vom kriza.”” Iznad kriza javlja se i bordura u obliku
tordirane vrpce koja se djelomice proteze i na dvije
uzduzne plohe.

Stecak 14 — sanduk, dim. 207 x 98 — 108 x 39
— 60 cm. Nalazio se nad grobom 29 (SZ-JI), 16 m
sjeverno od tumula. Cjelovito o¢uvan. Vrlo dobre

"I Navedena bordura nije naznacena na crtezu ste¢ka. Pri

terenskom pregledu, nakon nanosSenja vode na gornju
plohu spomenika, dio bordure je bio jasno uocljiv, §to
je 1 fotodokumentirano, op. a.

U literaturi je spomenut uopéeno kao motiv kriza (Mi-
losevi¢, Sucur 2008, str. 700; Tomasovié, Perki¢, Al-
duk 2008, str. 84; Suéur 2015b, str. 621) ili kao njegov
gréki oblik (Suéur 2015a, str. 196).
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ted prehistoric graves, but also that all three had
been used subsequently. A total of 40 graves from
the Late Middle Ages were excavated, of which 11
were marked with stec¢ci.®

1a) Tumulus 5%

Of the three investigated tumuli, this was the
smallest and the southernmost. It had a circular
base, a diameter of 8 m and a relative height of the
stone fill of up to 1 m. Two funerary monuments
(stecci) were discovered within the tumulus.®

Stecak 1 — lower chest, dim. 170 x 70-95 x
35-42 cm. It was probably laid over one of the de-
stroyed graves.® . It tapers towards one side. It is
completely preserved. In comparison with other
ste¢ci at Mi§ja Draga, it shows somewhat poorer
workmanship. It is without decoration.

Stecak 2 — amorphous block, dim. 120 x 110 x
22 cm. It was located above grave 1 (N-S).

1b) Tumulus 6

This tumulus was situated between the smaller
southern tumulus (T5) and the largest to the north
(T7). It had an oval base, a diameter ranging from
11 (N-S) to 12 m (E-W) and a relative height of
stone fill of up to 1 m. A total of eight late medieval
graves were investigated in the western part of the
tumulus.®’

Stecak 3 — slab, dim. 180 x 89 x 22 cm. It lay
over grave 2 (NW-SE). Completely preserved.
Well executed, with a slightly damaged corner. It

6 Milogevié, Suéur 2008, p. 700. J. Suéur subsequent-
ly mentions two additional amorphous stone blocks
(classified by him as slabs) and one slab of unusual
form in the context of the smaller tumuli TS and T6
(Suéur 2015b, pp. 600, 612). These have been includ-
ed in the catalogue “in view of the context of their oc-
currence within the cemetery with ste¢ci © (Tomasovic
2008b, p. 172), although their function has not been
established with certainty, author’s note.

6 There was initially some uncertainty as to whether
this site should be interpreted as a tumulus; ultimately,
however, it was identified as such (Suéur 2015a, pp.
144-145).

65 Suéur 2015b, p. 598.

66 Suéur 2015b, p. 601. As a result of an accident (the
overturning of an excavator), the greater part of the
tumulus had been destroyed before archaeological in-
vestigations commenced, leaving only a single grave
preserved (Suéur 2015a, pp. 144-145; Suéur 2015b, p.
599).

67 Suéur 2015b, pp. 602-603.
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izrade, s tim da je njegova donja ploha ostala ne-
doradena. Gornja ploha sadrzava motiv virovite
rozete,” a neposredno ispod njezinih rubova, na
svim bo¢nim stranicama, pruza se bordura u obliku
tordirane vrpce.

2) Dracevac™

Prostor obuhvacen toponimom nalazi se sa za-
padne strane stare komunikacije, oko 80 m sjever-
nije od Misje Drage. Budu¢i da je navedena lokaci-
ja bila prekrivena gustom vegetacijom, prije rasci-
$¢avanja terena nije bilo moguce precizno odrediti
gabarite nalazi$ta. U konacnici je utvrdeno posto-
janje dvaju lokaliteta, radno oznacenih kao AN 57
(Tumul 3) i AN 57a (Tumul 4) (sl. 3).

=&

Sl. 3 - Polozaj tumula pri vrhu Misje Drage
(TS5, T6,T7)1inaDraceveu (T 3, T 4),
(foto: Z.Sunko)
Fig. 3 - Location of the tumuli near the top of Misja
Draga (T 5, T 6, T'7) and at Dracevac (T 3, T 4),
(photo: Z. Sunko)

2a) Tumul 3

Kameni tumul, sa¢uvanog promjera oko 11 m
i relativne visine do 1,80 m, bio je podignut na
manjem prirodnom grebenu, na 88 m n/v. Njego-
va izvorna veli¢ina nije ostala sa¢uvana jer je nad

7 Ovaj je motiv u literaturi nazna¢en kao tordirani vi-

jenac (Milosevié, Suéur 2008, str. 700; Tomasovic,
Perki¢, Alduk 2008, str. 84) ili virovita rozeta (guéur
2015b, str. 644). Autorica se odlucila za potonju inter-
pretaciju, o ¢emu Ce rijeci biti kasnije, op. a.

" Opis je iznesen prema nacrtnoj dokumentaciji (R.
Marsi¢) i terenskom dnevniku (B. Maljkovi¢ 2008a),
op. a.

is not decorated, but it has “a straight depression
parallel to the narrow side.”®

Stecak 4 (?) - slab, dim. 168 x 22-47 cm (width).
Of unusual form, found to the east of grave 1. Wit-
hout ornament.

Stecak 5 - amorphous block, dim. 112 x 89 x
20-22 cm. Found to the west of grave 2. It is not
certain that it served as a tombstone.*

I1c) Tumulus 7

This tumulus lay 12 m north of the preceding
one. It had a circular base, a diameter of 24 m and
a relative height ranging from 1 m on the northern
side to 5.5 m on the southern. A total of 30 late
medieval graves and 8 ste¢ci were identified and
excavated within the fill of the tumulus. An isola-
ted grave marked by a stecak was also discovered
approximately 16 m north of the tumulus. In total,
31 late medieval graves were investigated, nine of
which were marked by ste¢ci.”

Stecak 6 — slab, dim. 160 x 65-70 x 15-20 cm.
It covered grave 3 (NW-SE), and was found sli-
ghtly displaced from its original position. Comple-
tely preserved. Well executed. Undecorated.

Stecak 7 — slab, dim. 185 x 102 x 25-30 cm.
It covered grave 5 (W-E). Completely preserved.
Well executed. The upper surface is smoothed but
cracked and bears a relief depiction of a crescent.

Stecak 8 - slab, dim. 188 x 93—112 x 18 cm. It
covered grave 7 (NW-SE). Completely preserved.
Well executed. It tapers towards one end. Undeco-
rated.

Stecak 9 — slab, dim. 183 x 95 x 16-24 cm.
It was placed above grave 1 (W-E) and had been
partially displaced from its original position. Com-
pletely preserved. Well executed. The upper surface
bears a circular recess enclosed by a twisted-rope
wreath. Along the edge of the upper face runs the
outline of a border in the form of a band filled with
oblique incised lines.”

68 Suéur 2015b, p. 605.

©  Suéur 2015b, p. 612.

0 Suéur 2015b, pp. 614-615.

"' The said border is not indicated in the drawing of the
stecak. During the field survey, after water had been
applied to the upper surface of the monument, part of
the border became clearly visible and was documented
photographically, author’s note.
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tumul naknadno polozeno srednjovjekovno groblje
pod ste¢cima. Iz prapovijesnog razdoblja definirani
su dio prstena i dva groba. Istrazeno je ukupno 18
kasnosrednjovjekovnih grobova gusto rasporedenih
u nanosu tumula, od kojih je Sest oznaceno steéci-
ma.

Stecak 15 — ploc¢a, dim. 179 x 93 x 28 cm. Po-
lozena nad grobom 14 (Z-I), s kojeg je bila neznat-
no pomaknuta. Cjelovito ocuvana. Solidne izrade.
Izrazen utjecaj atmosferilija. Bez ukrasa.

Stecak 16 —ploca, dim. 170 x 83 x 26 cm. Nala-
zila se nad grobom 1 (Z-1), s kojeg je bila djelomice
pomaknuta. Solidne izrade, s jednim odlomljenim
uglom. IzraZen utjecaj atmosferilija. Bez ukrasa.

Stecak 17 — ploca, dim. 102 x 45 — 52 x 24 cm.
Polozena nad grobom 17 (Z-I). Cjelovito ocuvana.
Losije kvalitete izrade. NeukraSena.

Stecak 18 — ploca, dim. 153 x 78 — 85 x 20 c¢cm.
Nalazila se nad grobom 9 (Z-I). Grublje izrade, ne-
doradena, nepravilnih rubova i hrapavih ploha; pri-
blizava se amorfnoj plo¢i. Neukrasena.

Stecak 19 — ploca, dim. 93 x 48 — 55 x 20 cm.
U zateCenom stanju bila je nad grobovima 10 i 16.
Usporedbom dimenzija pretpostavljeno je da je vje-
rojatno prekrivala grob 16 (SZ-JI). Cjelovito o¢uva-
na. Jedna strana zaobljena. Losije kvalitete izrade.
Neukrasena.

Stecak 20 — amorfna plo¢a, dim. 125 x 55 x 19
cm. Djelomicno je prekrivala grob 5 (SZ-JI).

2b) Tumul 4

Svega desetak metara juzno od prethodnog
tumula, unutar kraske depresije s dviju strana obru-
bljene kamenom liticom, evidentirani su kame-
ni nanos manje povrsine, stecak i amorfni blok, a
istrazena su i Cetiri srednjovjekovna groba. U ovom
je slucaju vjerojatno rije¢ o horizontalnom pomica-
nju nakon popunjavanja prostora veceg tumula. U
prilog toj pretpostavci idu i rezultati radiokarbonske
analize sacuvanih osteoloskih ostataka odrasle zen-
ske osobe iz groba 3, koji upucéuju na nesto kasnije
razdoblje ukopavanja u odnosu na grobove ukopane
na prostoru tumula T3.7

Stecak 21 —nizi sanduk, dim. 160 x 88 x 32 cm.
Nalazio se nad grobom 4 (Z-I). Solidne izrade, s ne-

5 Suéur 2015a, str. 144. Za ovaj su tumul postojale iste
nedoumice kao i za Tumul 5 na Misjoj Drazi, op. a.

Stecak 10 — slab, dim. 158 x 94 x 15-19 cm.
It marked grave 2 (W-E), and was found slightly
displaced from its original position. Completely
preserved. Well executed. Undecorated.

Stecak 11— slab, dim. 203 x 96 x 20 cm. It cove-
red grave 8 (NW-SE). Completely preserved. Well
executed. Without ornament.

Stecak 12 — lower chest, dim. 198 x 102 x
35-43 cm. It lay over grave 28 (W—E). Completely
preserved. Well executed, although one corner is
damaged. The surfaces are carefully smoothed. The
upper face bears a relief depiction of a crescent.

Stecak 13 — chest, dim. 175 x 86 x 47 cm. It
marked grave 6 (NW-SE) and had been slightly
displaced from its original position. Completely
preserved. Very finely executed. The upper surface
is smoothed, whereas the underside remained un-
finished. A shallow longitudinal fissure is visible
along the lateral sides. The upper face is decorated
with a twisted-rope wreath. The front face is also
ornamented with a partially damaged cross motif.”
Above the cross is a border in the form of a twisted-
rope band, which extends partly onto the two longi-
tudinal sides as well.

Stecak 14 — chest, dim. 207 x 98-108 x 39-60
cm. It lay over grave 29 (NW-SE), 16 metres north
of the tumulus. Completely preserved. Very finely
executed, although the underside remained unfinis-
hed. The upper face is decorated with a whirling
rosette,” while immediately beneath its edges all la-
teral sides are bordered by a twisted-rope moulding.

2) Dracevac™

The area encompassed by the toponym Dracevac
is situated on the western side of the old commu-

2 In the literature, this motif has been identified simply

as a cross (Milogevié, Suéur 2008, p- 700; Tomasovié,
Perki¢, Alduk 2008, p. 84; Suéur 2015b, p. 621) or,
more specifically, as a Greek cross (Suéur 2015a, p.
196).

In the literature, this motif has been interpreted either
as a twisted wreath (Milosevi¢, Sucur 2008, p. 700;
Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, p. 84) or as a whirling
rosette (Sucéur 2015b, p. 644). The author has adopted
the latter interpretation, which is discussed in greater
detail below, author’s note.

The description is based on the technical drawings
prepared by R. Marsi¢ and the field diary compiled by
B. Maljkovi¢ (B. Maljkovi¢ 2008a), author’s note.
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znatno oSte¢enim uglom. Gornja ploha zagladena, s
prirodnim pukotinama. Bez ukrasa.

Stecak 22 — amorfni blok, dim. 145 x 120 x 19
cm. Pronaden juzno od groba 2.

3) Vrbica™

Toponim ozna¢ava omanje krasko polje i zaselak
koji je na tom podrucju postojao do sredine proslog
stoljeca, a prvi se put u povijesnim izvorima spo-
minje 1646. godine.”” Prilikom terenskog pregleda
autorica je u polju evidentirala ve¢i kameni tumul
na ¢ijem je rubu poloZen i najatraktivnije ukraSen
ste¢ak medu razmatranim spomenicima (stecak 23;
sl. 4), o kojem donedavno nije bilo spomena u li-
teraturi.’”® Na drugoj je lokaciji nedavno pronaden
jos$ jedan ukraSeni stecak,” u radu oznacen brojem
24. Budu¢i da se navedene pozicije nisu nalazile na
trasi cestovnog pravca, nisu bile predmetom arheo-
loskih istrazivanja.

SI. 4 - Neistrazeni tumul sa steckom 23, Vrbica,
(foto: B. Maljkovi¢)
Fig. 4 - Unexcavated tumulus with stecak 23, Vrbica,
(photo: B. Maljkovié)

" Treba napomenuti da lokalitet koji se u pojedinim pu-

blikacijama spominje pod nazivom Vrbica (Tomaso-
vi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, str. 84; §unjié 2009, str. 140;
Bili¢, Tvisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, str. 264, bilj. 51; Volarevic¢
2020) ne oznacava ovo nalazisSte ve¢ istrazeni lokalitet
Put uz Vrbicu, op. a.

77 Vidovi¢ 2013, str. 12.

8 Koliko je autorici poznato, spominje se tek u: Erak
2022, str. 42.

7 Erak 2022, str. 42.

nication route, approximately 80 m north of Misja
Draga. Since the area was densely overgrown prior
to clearance, it was initially impossible to determine
the precise extent of the site. Subsequent investiga-
tion established the presence of two archaeological
sites, provisionally designated AN 57 (Tumulus 3)
and AN 57a (Tumulus 4). (Fig. 3)

2a) Tumulus 3

This stone tumulus, with a preserved diameter
of approximately 11 m and a relative height of up
to 1.80 m, was constructed on a small natural ridge
at an elevation of 88 m a.s.l. Its original dimensions
could not be established because a medieval ceme-
tery with ste¢ci had subsequently been laid upon
it. Part of the stone ring and two graves have been
identified from the prehistoric phase. In total, 18
late medieval graves, densely distributed within the
body of the tumulus, were excavated, six of which
were marked by stecci.

Stecak 15 — slab, dim. 179 x 93 x 28 cm. It was
placed above grave 14 (W-E) and was found sli-
ghtly displaced from its original position. Comple-
tely preserved. Of sound workmanship. Marked by
pronounced weathering. Without ornament.

Stecak 16 —slab, dim. 170 x 83 x 26 cm. It cove-
red grave 1 (W-E) and had been partially displaced
from its original position. Of sound workmanship,
with one corner broken off. Marked by pronounced
weathering. Without ornament.

Stecak 17 — slab, dim. 102 x 45-52 x 24 cm. It
covered grave 17 (W-E). Completely preserved. Of
poorer workmanship. Undecorated.

Stecak 18— slab, dim. 153 x 78-85 x 20 cm. It
covered grave 9 (W-E). Coarsely worked and un-
finished, with irregular edges and rough surfaces,
approaching the form of an amorphous slab. Unde-
corated.

Stecak 19 — slab, dim. 93 x 48-55 x 20 cm. At
the time of excavation, it lay above graves 10 and
16. On the basis of its dimensions, it was presumed
that it originally covered grave 16 (NW-SE). Com-
pletely preserved. One end is rounded. Of poorer
workmanship. Undecorated.

Stecak 20 - amorphous slab, dim. 125 x 55 x 19
cm. It partly covered grave 5 (NW-SE).
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Stecak 23 — plo¢a, dim. 190 x 102 — 109 x 29
— 32 cm. Nalazi se u podnozju tumula. Orijentirana
u smjeru SZ-JI. Cjelovito oCuvana. Dobre izrade.
Gornja stranica stecka uzduzno je podijeljena uzim
urezanim Zzlijebom na dva jednaka dijela ukrasena
istovjetnim motivima postavljenima u vertikalni
niz. Kompozicijom dominiraju prikazi dvaju mace-
va s okruglom dr§kom i ravnom nakrsnicom. Iznad
svakog maca naznaceni su i Sesterokraka zvijezda
(Sesterolaticna rozeta) i polumjesec. Kompozici-
ja je uokvirena bordurom u obliku tordirane vrpce
koja se nazire i na bo¢nim plohama. Zbog utjecaja
atmosferilija i izvedbe u tehnici vrlo plitkog reljefa
dio motiva teze je Citljiv.

Stecak 24 — nalazi se na polozaju Lokvica, ne-
daleko od prethodno spomenutog stecka. Oznacen
je kao sanduk, a na njegovoj gornjoj plohi prikazan
je tordirani vijenac.*

4) Put uz Vrbicu®!

Na sjeveroisto¢nom rubu polja Vrbice, uz cestu,
na mjestu gdje se teren pocinje spustati prema po-
lju, istrazen je tumul radnog naziva AN 52 (Tumul
11). Bio je izgraden na nadmorskoj visini od 133
m, na jednom od prirodnih kamenih platoa koji se
stepenasto spustaju prema polju. Imao je osnovu
kruznog oblika, promjer od 14 m i saCuvanu visinu
od 1,5 m. Ispod kamenog nanosa definirana su, do
sloja zdravice, i tri zemljana sloja s nalazima prapo-
vijesne keramike. Istrazeni su jedan prapovijesni i
13 srednjovjekovnih grobova, od kojih je pet ozna-
¢eno ste¢cimal?2 (sl. 5).

Stecak 25 — nizi sanduk, dim. 155 x 75 x 25 —
35 cm. Oznacavao je grob 8 (SZ-JI). Dobre izrade.
Zaravnjene gornje plohe, s odlomljenim i oStece-
nim uglovima. Bez ukrasa.

Stecak 26 — ploc¢a, dim. 185 x 88 x 18 —21 c¢cm.
Polozena nad grobom 7 (Z-1), u zate¢enom stanju
djelomi¢no pomaknuta s njega. Solidne izrade.
Manji dio stecka odlomljen. Na gornjoj stranici

8 Erak 2022, str. 42. Budu¢i da dimenzije nisu naznace-

ne, a uzimajuéi u obzir tipolosku sliku juznih ste¢aka,
vjerojatno je rije¢ o nizem sanduku, op. a.

Stecci s ovog lokaliteta uvrsteni su u rad uz suglasnost
voditeljice istrazivanja, S. Bogdanovi¢, kojoj autorica
ovdje izrazava zahvalnost na ustupljenim podatcima,
op. a.

82 Bogdanovi¢ 2008, rukopis.
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2b) Tumulus 4

Approximately 10 m south of the preceding
tumulus, within a karst depression bounded on
two sides by a rocky escarpment, a smaller stone
accumulation, one stecak and one amorphous sto-
ne block were recorded, together with four medi-
eval graves. This feature most probably represents
the result of horizontal displacement following the
infilling of the larger tumulus. This assumption is
supported by the results of radiocarbon analysis
of the preserved osteological remains of an adult
female from grave 3, which indicates a somewhat
later date of burial than that of the graves interred
within tumulus T3.7

Stecak 21 — lower chest, dim. 160 x 88 x 32 cm.
It lay over grave 4 (W-E). Of sound workmanship,
with a slightly damaged corner. The upper surface
is smoothed and exhibits natural fissures. Without
ornament.

Stecak 22 - amorphous block, dim. 145 x 120 x
19 cm. Found south of grave 2.

3) Vrbica™

The toponym Vrbica denotes a small karst field
and the associated hamlet, which remained inha-
bited until the mid-20™ century and is first menti-
oned in historical sources in 1646.”7 During field
survey, the author recorded a large stone tumulus
on the edge of which lay the most elaborately de-
corated stecak among the monuments considered in
this study (ste¢ak 23; Fig. 4), a monument that until
recently had not been noted in the scholarly litera-
ture.” A second decorated stecak was discovered
more recently at another location” and is designa-
ted here as ste¢ak 24. As neither of these locations
lay within the route corridor of the road constructi-
on project, they were not subject to archaeological
investigation.

s Suéur 2015a, p. 144. The same uncertainties regarding

the interpretation of this tumulus existed as in the case

of Tumulus 5 at Misja Draga, author’s note.

It should be noted that the site mentioned in certain

publications under the name Vrbica (Tomasovié,

Perkié¢, Alduk 2008, p. 84; Sunjié 2009, p. 140; Bili¢,

Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, p. 264, n. 51; Volarevi¢ 2020) does

not correspond to the present site but rather to the ex-

cavated site of Put uz Vrbicu, author’s note.

7 Vidovi¢ 2013, p. 12.

8 So far as the author is aware, it is mentioned only in:
Erak 2022, p. 42.

" Erak 2022, p. 42.
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SI. 5 - Put uz Vrbicu — fotogrametrija zatecenog stanja,
(izradio: R. Marsic)
Fig. 5 - Put uz Vrbicu — photogrammetry of the
existing state, (created by: R. Marsic)

prikazane su dvije dijagonalno ukriZzene tordirane
vrpee.® Uz rubove iste plohe naziru se i obrisi ne-
definirane bordure.

Stecak 27 — ploca, dim. 160 x 50 — 73 x 20 c¢cm.
Lezala je preokrenuta, najvjerojatnije kao posljedi-
ca prevrtanja niz padinu, zbog ¢ega je jednim di-
jelom i prekrivala grob 9. Pretpostavljeno je da je
prvobitno bila polozena nad grobom 3, definiranim
na strmijem dijelu padine, usporedno s grobom 9.3
Cjelovito ocuvana, nepravilnih rubova. Losije izra-
de. Suzava se prema jednoj strani. Primjetan utjecaj
atmosferilija. Bez ukrasa.

Stecak 28 — prepolovljena plo¢a, dim. 164 —
174 —181%92-97-100 x 15-20-25 cm. Bila je

8 U literaturi naznacene i kao trake s kosim crticama
(Tomasovic¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, str. 84).
84 Suéur 2015b, str. 565.

Stecak 23 — slab, dim. 190 x 102-109 x 29-32
cm. It is situated at the foot of the tumulus and is
oriented NW—SE. Completely preserved. Well ex-
ecuted. The upper surface is divided longitudinally
by a narrow incised groove into two equal fields,
each decorated with an identical series of motifs ar-
ranged vertically. The composition is dominated by
representations of two swords with circular pom-
mels and straight crossguards. A six-pointed star
(six-petalled rosette) and a crescent are depicted
above each sword. The entire composition is framed
by a border in the form of a twisted-rope moulding,
faintly discernible on the lateral faces as well. Due
to weathering and the execution of the decoration in
very shallow relief, some of the motifs are difficult
to discern.

Stecak 24 — located at the site of Lokvica, not
far from the previously described stecak. It is clas-
sified as a chest, and its upper surface is decorated
with a twisted-rope wreath.®

4) Put uz Vrrbicu®!

At the north-eastern edge of the Vrbica field, be-
side the road, at the point where the terrain begins
to descend towards the fields, a tumulus provision-
ally designated AN 52 (Tumulus 11) was excavated.
It had been built at an elevation of 133 m a.s.l. on
one of the natural stone terraces descending step-
wise towards the field. The tumulus had a circular
base, a diameter of 14 m, and a preserved height of
1.5 m. Beneath the stone fill, three soil layers con-
taining prehistoric pottery were identified down to
the bedrock. One prehistoric grave and 13 medieval
graves were excavated, five of which were marked
by steéei. ¥ (Fig. 5).

Stecak 25 — lower chest, dim. 155 x 75 x 25-35
cm. It marked grave 8 (NW-SE). Of good work-
manship. The upper surface is levelled, although
the corners are broken and damaged. Without or-
nament.
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Erak 2022, p. 42. As no dimensions are provided and
in view of the typological characteristics of the stec-
ci from the southern group, the monument was most
probably a lower chest, author’s note.

The stecci from this site were included in the study
with the consent of the director of the investigations,
S. Bogdanovi¢, to whom the author wishes to express
her gratitude for providing the information, author’s
note.

Bogdanovi¢ 2008, manuscript.
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polozena nad grobom 6 (JZ-SI). Djelomi¢no poma-
knuta s njega. Izrazen utjecaj atmosferilija. Na gor-
njoj stranici prikazan je pravokutni $tit kose gornje
stranice, ojacan tordiranim rubovima i s utorom za
koplje. Iza stita nalazi se koso polozen mac. Postoji
mogucénost da je i na plohi §tita izvedena odredena
oznaka. Iznad §tita nalaze se tordirani vijenac i pre-
ma njemu otvoren polumjesec.

Stecak 29 —nizi sanduk, dim. 187 x 90 x 37 — 40
cm. Vjerojatno je izvorno bio polozen nad grobom
10 i kasnije gurnut s njega niz padinu.®® Cjelovito
ocuvan. Dobre izrade. Uz krace strane gornje plohe
nalazi se bordura u obliku vitice s trolistom.

5) Granica®

Oko 800 m sjeverno od Dracevca i nedaleko od
lokaliteta Put uz Vrbicu bio je podignut jos jedan
tumul, radno oznacen kao AN 49 (Tumul 2). Pro-
stor obuhvacen toponimom nalazi se na raskrizju
putova, sa zapadne strane ceste, a sam tumul bio je
izgraden na kraskoj kosini na 150 m n/v, koja blago
pada od zapada prema istoku. U zateCenom stanju
kameni nanos tumula bio je znatno snizen brojnim
ukopima mladih grobova. Istrazivanja su pokazala
da je u ovom slucaju rije¢ o kompleksnijem nalazi-
Stu s nekoliko razvojnih faza.’” Od prapovijesnog
horizonta, odnosno prve razvojne faze, definiran je
dio prstena tumula i istrazen jedan grob. Drugu fazu
predstavljaju srednjovjekovni grobovi pod ste¢cima
na prostoru tumula, od kojih su neki koristeni i u
novom vijeku, a treéu ¢ine novovjekovni ukopi sa
sjeverne strane tumula. Dakle, kod naknadnih uko-
pa rijec¢ je o dvjema zasebnim grobnim cjelinama
koje prostorno nisu bile sasvim odvojene, ve¢ je dio
prstena iskoriSten kao svojevrsna ,,pregrada® izme-
du njih. Definirano je 29 grobova, ve¢im dijelom
kasnosrednjovjekovnih, ali i onih s novovjekovnim
ukopima.®® Za Cetiri stecka pronadena na jugoistoc-
nom dijelu tumula utvrdeno je da su pomicana s
izvornih pozicija, a u njegovoj neposrednoj blizini

% Sucur 2015b, str. 561, 565.

8 Opisi su izneseni prema nacrtnoj dokumentaciji (R.
Marsi¢) i terenskom dnevniku (B. Maljkovi¢), op. a.

87 Suéur, Maljkovié 2017, str. 99.

88 Za nekoliko njih naknadno je pretpostavljeno ili utvr-
deno da nije rije¢ o grobovima (Suéur 2015b, str. 516).
S obzirom na to da se u radu ne obraduju istrazeni gro-
bovi, a pojasnjenje zahtijeva otvaranje drugih tema,
ovdje autorica iznosi podatak o broju pretpostavljenih
grobova pri istrazivanjima, op. a.

Stecak 26 — slab, dim. 185 x 88 x 18-21 cm.
It covered grave 7 (W-E) and was found slightly
displaced from its original position. Sound wor-
kmanship. A small part of the monument is broken
away. The upper surface is decorated with two di-
agonally crossed twisted-rope bands.®* Traces of
an indistinct border are also discernible along the
edges of the upper face.

Stecak 27 — slab, dim. 160 x 50-73 x 20 cm.
It was found overturned, most probably as a result
of having rolled down the slope, and consequently
partially covered grave 9. It is assumed that it origi-
nally covered grave 3, situated on the steeper part of
the slope, parallel to grave 9.8 Completely preser-
ved, with irregular edges. Of poorer workmanship.
It tapers towards one end. Pronounced weathering
is evident. Without ornament.

Stecak 28- slab broken in halves, dim. 164—
174-181 x 92-97-100 x 15-20-25 cm. It covered
grave 6 (SW—NE) and had been partially displaced
from its original position. The monument exhibits
pronounced weathering. The upper surface is de-
corated with a rectangular shield reinforced by a
twisted-rope border, with sloping upper sides and
a central spear groove. Behind the shield is a dia-
gonally positioned sword. It is possible that a par-
ticular mark was originally depicted on the surface
of the shield. Above the shield are a twisted-rope
wreath and an inward-facing crescent.

Stecak 29 — lower chest, dim. 187 x 90 x 3740
cm. It most probably originally marked grave 10
and was subsequently pushed downslope from its
original position.®*> Completely preserved. Of good
workmanship. The shorter sides of the upper face
are decorated with a border consisting of a tendril
terminating in a trefoil motif.

5) Granica®®

Approximately 800 m north of Dracevac, and
not far from the site Put uz Vrbicu, was another
tumulus, provisionally designated AN 49 (Tumulus

8 Designated in the literature also as bands with oblique

strokes (Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, p. 84).

8 Sucur 2015b, p. 565.

85 Suéur 2015b, pp. 561, 565.

8 The descriptions are based on the technical drawings
(prepared by R. Marsi¢) and the field diary (B. Maljk-

ovic¢), author’s note.
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locirana su jos tri: dva ugradena u rubni obzid puta,
suprotnoj strani ceste. Moze se pretpostaviti da su
oznacavali neke od istrazenih grobova (crtez 1).%

Stecak 30 — ploc¢a, dim. 179 x 80 — 85 x 20 —
30 cm. Djelomicno je pokrivala grob 16 (SZ-JI) te
je pretpostavljeno da se izvorno nalazila nad njim.
Cjelovito oCuvana, s neznatno oStecenim uglom.
Gornja ploha zaravnjena. Donja stranica nedorade-
na. Bez ukrasa.

Stecak 31 — nizi sanduk, dim. 122 — 133 — 140
x 70 — 76 x 29 — 41 cm. U zateCenom stanju preo-
krenut, uz grob 17 (SZ-JI), koji je vjerojatno i ozna-
¢avao. Solidne izrade. Cjelovito ocuvan, s manjim
oste¢enjima. Gornja ploha sadrzava prikaz Zzenske
figure u polozaju en face, u dugackoj haljini ravnog
zavrSetka. Njezina glava oiviena je tordiranom
vrpcom, lijeva ruka podignuta je i svinuta u laktu
tako da dodiruje glavu, dok je desna polozena na
bok (Sake ni noge nisu naznacene). Iznad figure pri-
kazan je tordirani vijenac,” a s njezine desne strane
urezan je i manji kriz.

Stecak 32 — ploca, dim. 88 x 52 x 15 — 24 cm.
Pronadena uz rub tumula, na formaciji oznacenoj
kao grob 4.”' Cjelovito oCuvana, s odlomljenim
uglom. Losije kvalitete izrade. Nije ukraSena.

Stecak 33 — ploca, dim. 158 x 84 x 20 — 25 c¢cm.
Polozena nad grobom 28. Zbog vece razlike u di-
menzijama ploce i groba vjerojatno je izvorno pre-
krivala drugi grob. Dio stecka odlomljen. Osrednje
izrade. Izrazen utjecaj atmosferilija. Bez ukrasa.

Stecak 34 — ploc¢a, dim. 169 x 80 — 89 x 24 c¢cm.
U zateCenom stanju bila je ugradena u rubni obzid
starog kolnog puta. Solidne izrade. Djelomi¢no za-
obljenih uglova. NeukraSena.

Stecak 35 — ploca, dim. 94 x 70 x 28 c¢m. U
zateCenom stanju bila je ugradena u rubni obzid sta-
rog kolnog puta. Solidne izrade. Nije ukrasena.

Stecak 36 — sanduk, dim. 135 x 58 — 63 x 45
— 51 cm. Nalazio se s isto¢ne strane tumula, u nje-

8 Iz originalnog tlocrta izbacena je poklopnica prapovi-

jesnog groba, op. a.

Tako se iz crteza iS¢itava motiv donekle potkovicastog

oblika, ipak je rije¢ o vijencu. Pod odredenim kutom

osvjetljenja ¢ini se da figura mozda ima i neku oznaku

na haljini, op. a.

%1 Naknadno je utvrdeno da ovo nije grob te je steéak
vjerojatno prekrivao drugi grob (Suéur 2015b, str.
520).
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2). The locality is situated at a road junction on the
western side of the road, while the tumulus itself
was built on a karst slope at an elevation of 150 m
a.s.l., gently descending from west to east. At the
time of excavation, the stone fill had been consid-
erably reduced by numerous later burials. Archaeo-
logical investigations revealed that this was a com-
plex site comprising several developmental phas-
es.87 Part of the tumulus ring and a single excavated
grave have been identified from the prehistoric ho-
rizon, i.e. from the earliest phase. The second phase
is represented by medieval burials marked by stecci
within the area of the tumulus, some of which con-
tinued to be used into the early modern period. The
third phase comprises early modern burials situat-
ed on the northern side of the tumulus. These later
interments comprised two distinct grave units that
were not entirely spatially separated; instead, part
of the stone ring was used as a kind of ‘partition’ be-
tween them. In total, 29 graves were recorded, the
majority dating to the late medieval period, while
there were also some graves with burials from the
early modern period.®® Tt was established that four
ste¢ci discovered in the south-eastern part of the
tumulus had been displaced from their original po-
sitions. A further three monuments were identified
in the immediate vicinity: two incorporated into the
retaining wall bordering the road and a third during
the clearing of the terrain on the opposite side of
the road. It may reasonably be assumed that these
monuments originally marked some of the excavat-
ed graves (Drawing 1)¥

Stecak 30 — slab, dim. 179 x 80-85 x 20-30
cm. It partly covered grave 16 (NW-SE), and it is
assumed that this was its original position. Com-
pletely preserved, with slight damage to one corner.
The upper surface is levelled, whereas the under-
side remained unfinished. Undecorated.

Stecak 31 — lower chest, dim. 122-133-140 x
70-76 x 29-41 cm. It was found overturned beside

87 Suéur, Maljkovié¢ 2017, p. 99.

8 For several of them, it was subsequently assumed or
established that they did not represent graves (Sucéur
2015b, p. 516). Since the present study does not ad-
dress the excavated graves themselves, and a detailed
discussion would require consideration of additional
issues beyond its scope, the author here provides the
number of presumed graves during the excavations,
author’s note.

The cover slab of the prehistoric grave has been re-
moved from the original plan, author’s note.

89

381



382

Blansa MALJKOVIC Srednjovjekovni nadgrobni spomenici — ste¢ci na prostoru Pline Istocne i Stadevice, u zaledu grada Ploca \

govoj neposrednoj blizini, a u zateCenom je stanju
bio posve utonuo u zemlju. Cjelovito o¢uvan, do-
bre izrade, zagladenih povrSina, s jednim oStece-
nim uglom. Ceona stranica ima o$teéenja u vidu
nekoliko pukotina. Ima tri ukrasene plohe: na gor-
njoj je izveden §tit s blago zaobljenim uglovima,”
po sredini uzduzne plohe prikazan je reljefni noz,
a Ceona stranica sadrzava plitkoreljefni prikaz kri-
za s jabucCastim zavrSetcima gornje uspravne i po-
pre¢ne haste. Donji dio kriza teze je raspoznatljiv,
a pretpostavljeno je da zavrSava stilizacijom koja
sugerira ljudske noge (?), moguée i postoljem (?).
Iznad gornje haste kriza nalazi se i manje kruzno
ispupcenje (?).

6) Gariste®

Na mikrolokaciji poznatoj pod nazivom Gariste,
sa zapadne strane starog puta, na nadmorskoj visini
od 166 m, bio je podignut kameni tumul ovalnog
oblika, promjera od 17 do 19 m i sacuvane relativne
visine do 2,20 m, oznac¢en kao AN 48 (Tumul 1). Na
isto¢nom, odnosno jugoisto¢nom rubu tumula nala-
zila su se i tri stecka oStec¢ena djelovanjem atmosfe-
rilija, ali i ljudskim djelovanjem. Istrazeni su jedan
prapovijesni i 13 srednjovjekovnih grobova,* koji
su uglavnom bili grupirani na istocnom i jugoistoc-
nom rubu tumula (sl. 6).

Stecak 37 — nizi sanduk, dim. 186 x 70 — 85 x
36 — 38 cm. Pronaden je uz grob 1 (S-J), koji je vje-
rojatno izvorno oznacavao. Suzava se prema jednoj
strani. Cjelovito ocuvan. Solidne izrade. Na gornjoj
stranici nalazi se kruzno udubljenje oivi¢eno re-
ljefnim tordiranim vijencem.

Stecak 38 — nizi sanduk, dim. 166 — 172 x 84 —
90 x 16 — 35 cm. Djelomicno je prekrivao grob 16
(JZ-SI). Cjelovito ocuvan. Solidne izrade, nedora-
denih boc¢nih ploha i oStec¢ene donje plohe. Primjet-
ne su pukotine. U gornju stranicu urezan je manji
kriz s produzetkom haste u obliku sidra.

Stecak 39 —nizi sanduk, dim. 146 — 151 x 90 —
94 x 29 — 36 cm. Djelomicno je prekrivao grob 15

2 Postoji mogucnost da se na plohi nalaze i drugi ukrasi,

op. a.

Opis je dan prema nacrtnoj dokumentaciji (R. Marsi¢)

i terenskom dnevniku (S. Bogdanovi¢, B. Maljkovic¢).

% Sucur, Maljkovi¢ 2017, str. 98. Inicijalno je definirano
14 srednjovjekovnih grobova, a naknadno je utvrde-
no da grobovi 5 i 6 predstavljaju jedan grob (Suéur
2015b, str. 499).
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grave 17 (NW-SE), which it most probably origi-
nally marked. Of sound workmanship. Completely
preserved, with minor damage. The upper surface
bears the representation of a female figure shown en
face, in a long gown with a straight hem. Her head
is framed by a twisted band, the left arm is raised
and bent at the elbow so as to touch the head, while
the right arm is placed on the hip (neither hands
nor feet are depicted). Above the figure is a twist-
ed-rope wreath,” as well as an incised small cross
to her right.

Stecak 32 — slab, dim. 88 x 52 x 15-24 cm.
It was discovered at the edge of the tumulus, on a
formation designated as grave 4.”' Completely pre-
served, with one broken corner. Of poorer work-
manship. Undecorated.

Stecak 33 — slab, dim. 158 x 84 x 20-25 cm.
It was placed above grave 28. Due to a significant
discrepancy between the dimensions of the slab and
the grave, it most likely originally covered a dif-
ferent burial. Part of the monument is broken off.
Moderate workmanship. Marked by pronounced
weathering. Without ornament.

Stecak 34 — slab, dim. 169 x 80-89 x 24 cm. It
was built into the retaining wall of an old cart track
when it was found. Of sound workmanship. With
partly rounded corners. Undecorated.

Stecak 35 — slab, dim. 94 x 70 x 28 cm. It was
built into the retaining wall of an old cart track
when it was found. Of sound workmanship. With
partly rounded corners. Undecorated.

Stecak 36 — chest, dim. 135 x 58-63 x 45-51
cm. It was located on the eastern side of the tu-
mulus, in its immediate vicinity, and was com-
pletely embedded in the soil at the time of exca-
vation. It is completely preserved, well executed,
with smoothed surfaces and one damaged corner.
The front face exhibits several cracks. It has three
decorated faces: the upper face bears a shield with
slightly rounded corners;** in the centre of the lon-

% Although the drawing suggests a motif of somewhat

horseshoe-shaped form, it is in fact a wreath. Under
certain lighting conditions, the figure also appears to
bear a possible mark or ornament on the gown, au-
thor’s note.

It was subsequently established that this is not a grave,
and the ste¢ak probably covered another grave (Suéur
2015b, p. 520).

It is possible that additional decorative motifs are pres-

91

92



Blanda MALJKOVIC Medieval monolithic tombstones — stecci in the area of Eastern Plina and Stadevica ...

Sl. 6 - Tumul i ste¢ci na Garistu, (foto: R. Marsi¢)
Fig. 6 - Tumulus and stecak tombstones in Gariste,
(photo: R. Marsic)

(S-J). Cjelovito ocuvan. Solidne izrade, zaobljenih
uglova. Na gornjoj je stranici uparan manji isto-
kraéni kriz.

Sjeverna skupina stecaka

Nazivom sjeverna skupina ste¢aka oznaceni su
stecci registrirani u okolici zaseoka Eraka (sl. 2: 7
— 10). Rije¢ je o pet lokaliteta i ukupno 17 steca-
ka, od kojih je pet ukrasenih. S iznimkom poloZzaja
oznacenog brojem 10, nalazista su bila predmetom
arheoloskih istrazivanja.”

7) AN 41 Pet prethistorijskih gomila
— Tumul 4

Uz staru komunikaciju prema Eracima i cr-
kvi Sv. Marije na Obli¢evcu istrazeno je nekoliko
tumula, medu kojima se nalazio i ovdje spomenu-
ti, djelomi¢no devastirani i jedini iz te skupine na
¢ijem je prostoru pronaden ste¢ak. U njegovu ju-
goisto¢nom dijelu istrazena su dva srednjovjekovna
groba, od kojih je jedan bio oznacen ste¢ckom koji
nije bio vidljiv na povrsini.*®

% Osim lokaliteta koji slijede, u literaturi se spominje

i lokalitet Pet prethistorijskih gomila — Tumul 5, u
kontekstu poklopnice prapovijesnog groba naknadno
»poloZene nad polegnutom obloZznicom G2 ¢ime je
dobila funkciju nalik ste¢ku-plo¢i (Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢
2011, str. 255-256). Drukéije misljenje iznosi J. Suéur
(Sucur 2015a, str. 191, bilj. 702). Taj primjerak nije
uvrSten u rad, op. a.

% Opis preuzet iz: Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, str. 253-255.
Vise o lokalitetu vidjeti u navedenom radu, op. a.

gitudinal one is a relief depiction of a knife; and
the front face contains a low-relief representation
of a cross with apple-shaped terminals on the upper
vertical and horizontal arms. The lower part of the
cross is more difficult to discern; it is assumed that
it terminates in a stylised form suggesting human
legs (?), possibly also a base (?). There is also a
small circular protrusion above the upper arm of the
cross (?).

6) Gariste”

At the micro-location known as Gariste, on the
western side of the old path, at an altitude of 166 m,
an oval stone tumulus had been built, with a diame-
ter of 17-19 m and a preserved relative height of up
to 2.20 m, designated AN 48 (Tumulus 1). On the
eastern, or rather south-eastern edge of the tumu-
lus, three ste¢ci were identified, all of which were
damaged as a result of both weathering and human
activity. One prehistoric grave and 13 medieval gra-
ves were investigated,’ the majority of which were
concentrated on the eastern and south-eastern edge
of the tumulus. (Fig. 6)

Stecak 37 — lower chest, dim. 186 x 70-85
x 36-38 cm. It was found beside grave 1 (N-S),
which it most probably originally marked. The mo-
nument tapers towards one end. Completely pre-
served. Well executed. The upper surface bears a
circular recessed motif enclosed by a twisted-rope
wreath in relief.

Stecak 38 — lower chest, dim. 166—172 x 84-90
x 16-35 cm. It partly covered grave 16 (SW—NE).
Completely preserved. Of sound workmanship, alt-
hough the lateral faces remained unfinished and the
underside is damaged. Natural fissures are visible.
The upper surface bears an incised small cross, the
lower arm of which is extended into the form of an
anchor.

Stecak 39 — lower chest, dim. 146—151 x 90—
94 x 29-36 cm. It partly covered grave 15 (N-S).

ent on the upper surface of the monument, author’s
note.

% The description is based on the technical drawings
(prepared by R. Marsi¢) and the field diary (S. Bog-
danovi¢, B. Maljkovic).

% Sucur, Maljkovié 2017, p. 98. Initially, 14 medieval
graves were identified, and it was subsequently es-
tablished that graves 5 and 6 represent a single grave
(Suéur 2015b, p. 499).
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Stecak 40 — nizi sanduk, dim. 151 — 158 x 60 —
75 x 33 em.”” Bio je poloZzen nad grobom 3 (SI-JZ).
Cjelovito ocuvan. Gornja ploha zagladena. Bo¢ne
stranice nisu finije obradene. Neukrasen.

8) Ograda (Drazice) — Tumul 1%

Oko 300 m jugoistocno od Eraka, na manjoj za-
ravni, istrazen je jo$ jedan tumul na kojem je na-
knadno polozeno i kasnosrednjovjekovno groblje
sa sedam steCaka grupiranih na sjeveroistocnoj
polovini tumula. Ste¢ci su solidne izrade, cjelovi-
to ocuvani i nisu pomicani s grobova. Primjerci 46
i 47 imaju grublje gornje stranice, spomenici 43,
44, 46 1 47 ,ravnije boc¢ne plohe i pravilnije linije
bridova“,” a spomenici 43 i 44 i zagladeniju gornju
stranicu. U konac¢nici je istrazeno 16 kasnosrednjo-
vjekovnih grobova.

Stecak 41 —nizi sanduk, dim. 145 x 95 x 27 cm.
Oznacavao je grob 15 (Z-I). Njegova gornja, done-
kle neravna ploha sadrzava plitkoreljefni ,,rustican

prikaz maca s remenom*®.'®

Stecak 42 —nizi sanduk, dim. 155 x 77 x 30 cm.
Bio je polozen nad grobom 9 (Z-I). Neukrasen.

Stecak 43 — sanduk, dim. 174 x 88 x 67 cm. Bio
je polozen nad grobom 10 (Z-I). Bez ukrasa.

Stecak 44 — sanduk, dim. 161 x 90 x 61 cm. Bio
je polozen nad grobom 11 (Z-I). Gornja je stranica
zagladena 1 sadrzava reljefni kriz nepravilnog mal-
teSkog izgleda.

Stecak 45 — sanduk, dim. 157 x 79 x 41 cm.
Oznacavao je grob 13 (Z-I). NeukrasSen, s tim da se
na gornjoj plohi nalaze polukruzni bazencici.

Stecak 46 —nizi sanduk, dim. 191 x 95 x 36 cm.
Bio je poloZen nad grobom 14 (Z-I). Neukrasen.

Stecak 47 — sanduk, dim. 184 x 90 x 44 cm. Bio
je polozen nad grobom 12 (Z-I). Bez ukrasa.

% U literaturu su greSkom ubaéene dimenzije drugog

ste¢ka. Autorica zahvaljuje kolegi S. Vuliéu na upo-
zorenju 1 ispravnim dimenzijama, kao i na ustupljenim
dimenzijama ste¢aka na §irem prostoru toponima Kr¢,
op. a.

Opis lokaliteta i stecaka preuzet iz: Tomasovi¢ 2011b,
str. 285-287, 292-299.

% Tomasovi¢ 2011b, str. 307.

100 Tomasovi¢ 2011b, str. 308, sl. 36-37.
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Completely preserved. Of sound workmanship,
with rounded corners. The upper surface bears a li-
ghtly incised cross with equal arms.

The northern group of stecci

This designation denotes the stecci recorded in
the vicinity of the hamlet of Eraci (Fig. 2; 7-10).
The group comprises 5 sites and 17 steéci in all, 5
of them decorated. With the exception of the site
marked as number 10, these sites were the subject
of archaeological investigation.”

7) AN 41 Five Prehistoric Tumuli — Tumulus 4

Alongside the old route leading to Eraci and the
Church of St. Mary at Oblicevac, several tumuli
were excavated, including the partially destroyed
tumulus discussed here. This is the only tumulus in
the northern group within whose area a ste¢ak was
found. Two medieval graves were excavated in its
south-eastern sector, one of which was marked by a
ste¢ak that had not been visible at the surface prior
to excavation.”

Stecak 40 — lower chest, dim. 151-158 x 60—
75 x 33 cm.”” Tt covered grave 3 (NE-SW). Com-
pletely preserved. The upper surface is smoothed,
whereas the lateral faces were left more roughly
worked. Undecorated.

8) Ograda (Drazice) — Tumulus 1%

Approximately 300 m south-east of Eraci,
another tumulus, situated on a small plateau, was
excavated, over which a late mediaeval cemetery

95

In addition to the sites discussed below, the literature
also mentions the site of Five prehistoric tumuli — Tu-
mulus 5, in connection with the cover slab of a prehis-
toric grave that was subsequently “placed over the re-
cumbent lining slab G2, thereby acquiring a function
resembling that of a slab-shaped stecak” (Bili¢, Ivisic,
Valié 2011, pp. 255-256). J. Sucur has proposed a
different interpretation (Suéur 2015a, p. 191, fn. 702).
This specimen has not been included in the present
study, author’s note.

The description is taken from: Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢
2011, pp. 253-255. For more details on the site, see
the cited publication, author’s note.

The dimensions of another ste¢ak were erroneously
inserted into the literature. The author wishes to thank
her colleague S. Vulié¢ for drawing attention to this
error and for providing the correct measurements, as
well as for providing the dimensions of the stec¢ci from
the wider area of the toponym Kr¢, author’s note.

The description of the site and the steéci is taken from:
Tomasovi¢ 2011b, pp. 285-287, 292-299.
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9) Kre

Na prostoru toponima, na dvjema razlicitim lo-
kacijama, istrazeno je ukupno osam grobova, od
kojih su Cetiri bila oznacena ste¢cima. To su jedi-
ni predmetni lokaliteti sa steccima pronadeni izvan
konteksta tumula.'?

9a) Groblje u uzem smislu

Nedaleko od istrazenog tumula sa ste¢cima na
Ogradi, neposredno uz komunikaciju, pronadeno je
1 istrazeno manje srednjovjekovno groblje: sedam
grobova, od kojih su tri bila oznacena ste¢cima. Ri-
jec je o slabije isklesanim sanducima s poluobrade-
nim gornjim i bo¢nim stranicama. Donje su stranice
ostavljene u prirodnom obliku.!”® Groblje je bilo s
dviju strana ogradeno suhozidom, a s obzirom na to
da su za njegovu izgradnju najvjerojatnije posluzili
i ulomeci ste¢aka, pretpostavljeno je da je zid nastao
nakon $to je ono izgubilo svoju funkciju.'™ Svi su
stec¢ci neukraseni.

Stecak 48 — nizi sanduk, dim. 181 x 114 x 40 —
52 c¢cm. Pronaden uz grob 1 (I-Z). Cjelovito ouvan.

Stecak 49 — sanduk, dim. 148 — 157 x 70 x 55 —
77 — 84 cm. Pronaden uz grob 3 (JI-SZ). Cjelovito
ocuvan, s odlomljenim uglom.

Stecak 50 — nizi sanduk, dim. 155 x 67 x 40
cm. Prekrivao je grob 6 (I-Z), a bio je orijentiran u
smjeru JI-SZ. Cjelovito oCuvan, s nepravilnim ru-
bovima.

9b) Izdvojeni grob pod steckom

Oko 200 m sjeverozapadno od gore navedenog
groblja, uz put koji se pruza od crkve Sv. Marije
prema Eracima, na padini Oblicevca, istrazen je i
jedan izdvojeni grob sa steckom.

Stecak 51 — ploc¢a. Pokrivala je grob orijentaci-
je JI-SZ. Cjelovito o¢uvana. Gornja i bo¢ne plohe
priklesane. Donja ploha neobradena. Neukrasena.!%

10) Zelenik

,»Uz donju stranu ceste izmedu Eraka i groblja
na Obli¢evcu‘“!% nalazi se manja skupina od pet ste-

101" Opis preuzet iz: Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, str. 263-266.

102 Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, str. 263.

13 Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, str. 263.

104 Bili¢, Ivi§i¢, Vuli¢ 2011, str. 265.

105 Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, str. 263.

106 Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, str. 83, gdje se nalaze
1 op¢i podatci o samim steccima, op. a.

was established, with 7 stecci concentrated in the
north-eastern half of the tumulus. All of the monu-
ments are completely preserved, well executed and
remained in their original positions above the gra-
ves. Stecci 46 and 47 have rougher upper surfaces,
while stecci 43, 44, 46 and 47 are characterised by
“flatter lateral faces and more regular edge lines.””
Monuments 43 and 44 also have a smoother upper
side. In total, 16 late mediaeval graves were inve-
stigated.

Stecak 41 — lower chest, dim. 145 x 95 x 27
cm. It marked grave 15 (W-E). Its upper, somewhat
uneven face bears a low-relief “rustic depiction of a

sword with a belt.”'"

Stecak 42 — lower chest, dim. 155 x 77 x 30 cm.
It covered grave 9 (W—E). Undecorated.

Stecak 43 — chest, dim. 174 x 88 x 67 cm. It
covered grave 10 (W-E). Without ornament.

Stecak 44 — chest, dim. 161 x 90 x 61 cm. It co-
vered grave 11 (W—E). The smoothed upper surface
bears a relief cross of irregular Maltese form.

Stecak 45 — chest, dim. 157 x 79 x 41 cm. It
marked grave 13 (W-E). Undecorated, although the
upper surface contains shallow semicircular depre-
ssions.

Stecak 46— lower chest, dim. 191 x 95 x 36 cm.
It covered grave 14 (W—E). Undecorated.

Stecak 47 — chest, dim. 184 x 90 x 44 cm. It
covered grave 12 (W-E). Without ornament.

9) Kré

Within the area of this toponym, a total of eight
graves were investigated at two separate locations,
four of which were marked by stecci. These are the
only sites considered in this study where stecci were
found outside the context of a tumulus.'??

9a) The cemetery in the narrower sense

Not far from the investigated tumulus with stec-
ci at Ograda, immediately alongside the route of
communication, a smaller medieval cemetery was

% Tomasovi¢ 2011b, p. 307.

100" Tomasovi¢ 2011b, p. 308, figs. 36-37.

100 The description is taken from: Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢
2011, pp. 263-266.

12 Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, p. 263.
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S1. 7 - Steécei, Zelenik, (foto: R. Marsi¢)
Fig. 7 - Ste¢ak tombstones, Zelenik, (photo: R. Marsic)

¢aka, od kojih je jedan fragmentiran, a jedan utonuo
u zemlju. Solidne su izrade, a lokalitet nije bio pred-
metom arheoloskih istrazivanja (sl. 7).

Stecak 52 — sanduk, dim. 152 x 74 — 80 x 50 —
55 cm. Cjelovito ocuvan. Na gornjoj plohi urezano
je pet manjih krizeva grc¢kog i latinskog oblika.

Stecak 53 —nizi sanduk, dim. 132 x 54 x 32 cm.
Cjelovito ocuvan, oStecenih rubova. Neukrasen.

Stecak 54 — sanduk (?),'” dim. 157 — 160 x 76
— 89 — 92 cm x debljina nemjerljiva. Utonuo u ze-
mlju. Rubovi gornje plohe neznatno su osteceni, a
na njoj se nalazi virovita rozeta.'%

Stecak 55 — sanduk, dim. 129 — 133 x 66 — 75 x
44 cm. Cjelovito o¢uvan. Bez ukrasa.

Stecak 56 — sanduk u ulomcima, s ukrasom po-
lumjeseca u reljefu.!”

PROSTORNI RASPORED, TIPOLOSKE
ODLIKE, IZRADA I DRUGA OBILJEZJA
RAZMATRANIH STECAKA

Istrazivanja su pokazala da su gotovo sva gro-
blja sa ste¢cima u Plini Isto¢noj bila podignuta na

197 S obzirom na tipoloska obiljezja drugih stecaka na sje-
veru, vjerojatno je rije¢ o sanduku, op. a.

108 Ukras je u literaturi naznacen i kao tordirani vijenac
(Tomasovi¢, Perkic¢, Alduk 2008, str. 83).

109 Na osnovi crteza ste¢ka stjee se dojam da je rije¢ o
polumjesecu u paru, op. a.

found and investigated. It comprised seven graves,
three of which were marked by ste¢ci. The monu-
ments are rather roughly worked chests, with par-
tially dressed upper and lateral surfaces, while the
undersides were left in their natural state.'” The
cemetery was enclosed on two sides by a dry-stone
wall. Since fragments of stecci were most probably
incorporated into its construction, it has been su-
ggested that the wall was built after the cemetery
had lost its function.!®* All are undecorated.

Stecak 48— lower chest, dim. 181 x 114 x 40-52
cm. Found beside grave 1 (E-W). Completely pre-
served.

Stecak 49— chest, dim. 148157 x 70 x 55-77—
84 cm. Found beside grave 3 (SE-NW). Comple-
tely preserved, with a corner broken off.

Stecak 50— lower chest, dim. 155 x 67 x 40 cm.
It covered grave 6 (E-W), oriented SE-NW. Com-
pletely preserved, with irregular edges.

9b) Isolated grave beneath a stecak

Approximately 200 m north-west of the ceme-
tery mentioned above, beside the path running from
the Church of St. Mary towards Eraci, on the slope
of Oblic¢evac, an isolated grave with a ste¢ak was
also investigated.

Stecak 51 — slab; it covered a grave oriented
SE-NW. Completely preserved. The upper and late-
ral faces are dressed, while the underside remained
unfinished. Undecorated.'®

10) Zelenik

“Along the lower side of the road between Era-
ci and the cemetery at Oblicevac™® there lies a
smaller group of five steéci, one of which is fra-
gmented and another partially buried in the ground.
The monuments are of sound workmanship, and
the site has not been archaeologically investigated.

(Fig. 7)

Stecak 52— chest, dim. 152 x 74-80 x 50-55
cm. Completely preserved. The upper surface bears
five small incised crosses of both Greek and Latin
forms.

15 Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, p. 263.

104 Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, p. 265.

105 Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, p. 263.

106 Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, p. 83, where gener-
al information on the steéci is also provided, author’s
note.
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prostoru prapovijesnih tumula ili u njihovoj nepo-
srednoj blizini te uz cestovni pravac,'’ a sagleda-
no u cjelini, navedeno obiljezje pokazuje polovica
ukupnog broja nalaziSta ste¢aka u donjoneretvan-
skom pojasu.!!!

Sto se ti¢e pojave naknadnih ukopa u postojeca
grobna mjesta, tesko je sa sigurnoscu reéi ukazuje
li takva praksa na postojanje svjesne zelje stanov-
niStva da na taj nacin izrazi postovanje prema tra-
diciji, odnosno odrzi svojevrsni kontinuitet svetih
mjesta,''? ili je u pitanju tek slucajan izbor odreden
nekim drugim ¢imbenicima, u smislu ,trazenja po-
zicija za groblje prema slicnim nacelima (neplodno
zemljiste, blizina komunikacije, dominantni polo-
zaj 1 sl)“.!® U kontekstu geomorfoloskih znacajki
pojasa Pline, a ponajvise niskog udjela obradivih
povrsina, formiranje predmetnih groblja sa stecci-
ma na mjestima ranijih ukopista sasvim je moguce
razmotriti i kao pokazatelj ,,svjesnog ¢uvanja plod-
noga zemljista“."'* U njihovoj drugoj prostornoj

110 Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, str. 250, 264. Od ukupnog
broja istrazenih nalazista tog tipa jedino ukopi sa
ste¢cima u kontekstu toponima Kr¢ nisu prostorno
vezani za prapovijesne tumule (Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢
2011, str. 263). Ovdje treba skrenuti pozornost i na
istrazeni lokalitet Prapovijesni tumul s guvnom na
Ogradi (Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, str. 257-263), koji
ne ulazi u okvir teme rada, a nalazio se 30-ak meta-
ra jugoistocno od istrazenog Tumula 1 sa ste¢cima
(Tomasovi¢ 2011b, str. 285), na prostoru istog
toponima. Naime, u njemu su pronadeni ostatci
srednjovjekovnog objekta pretpostavljene sakralne
namjene, a ako bi takva hipoteza bila potvrdena,
grobovi na Tumulu 1 bili bi prostorno vezani za
najneposredniju blizinu crkve (Tomasovi¢ 2011b,
str. 310). U cjelini, zasad je u Plini tek stecke na
Zavali (Plina Zapadna) moguce vezati za prostorni
kontekst crkve (Tomasovi¢ 2008b, str. 178). U is-
tom bi se kontekstu mozda mogli razmotriti i stecci
na Zeleniku, u odnosu na crkvu Sv. Marije na brdu
Oblicevac (Tomasovi¢ 2008b, str. 178; Tomasovié
2011b, str. 309-310). Postoji i vjerovanje da je na tu-
mulu u Ceveljusi, u Plini Zapadnoj, postojala crkva
(Sunji¢ 2009, str. 137; Tomasovi¢ 2016b, str. 129),
a M. Erak navodi da je na rubu najveceg tumula
mozda pronasao njezine ostatke (Erak 2023, https://
www.klikploce.com.hr/udruga-oblicevac-ciscenje-
nekropole-stecaka-grebine-u-plini-donijelo-neko-
liko-iznenadenja [konzultirano 12. 4. 2024.].

1 Volarevi¢ 2020.

12 Alduk 2008, str. 47; Perki¢ 2019, str. 12, 203; Soldo,
Tomas 2019, str. 183—184.

113 MiloSevi¢ 1991, str. 40; Perki¢ 2019, str. 203.

4 Sunji¢ 2009, str. 153. Autorica se ovdje referira na po-

Stecak 53— lower chest, dim. 132 x 54 x 32 cm.
Completely preserved, with damaged edges. Unde-
corated.

Stecak 54— chest (?),'"” dim. 157-160 x 76-89—
92 cm x thickness could not be measured because
the monument is partially embedded in the ground.
The edges of the upper surface are only slightly
damaged. The upper surface bears a whirling ro-
sette. '8

Stecak 55 — chest, dim. 129-133 x 66-75 x 44
cm. Completely preserved. Without ornament.

Stecak 56— chest in fragments, with a crescent
ornament in relief.!”

SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION, TYPOLOGICAL
FEATURES, WORKMANSHIP AND CERTAIN
OTHER CHARACTERISTICS OF THE

STECCI UNDER DISCUSSION

Archaeological investigations have shown that
almost all the cemeteries with stecci in Eastern Pli-
na were established either on prehistoric tumuli or
in their immediate vicinity, as well as alongside a
communication route.''® Considered as a whole,

17 In view of the typological characteristics of the re-
maining steéci from the northern part, this monument
was most probably a chest-shaped stecak, author’s
note.

1% The ornament is designated in the literature also as

a twisted wreath (Tomasovié, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, p.

83).

Judging from the drawing of the monument, the motif

appears to represent a pair of crescents, author’s note.

10 Bili¢, Tvisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, pp. 250, 264. Of the total
number of investigated sites of this type, only the buri-
als with ste¢ci in the context of the toponym Kr¢ are
not spatially associated with prehistoric tumuli (Bili¢,
Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, p. 263). Attention should also be
drawn here to the investigated site Prehistoric tumu-
lus with a threshing floor at Ograda (Bili¢, Ivisic,
Vuli¢ 2011, pp. 257-263), which falls outside the
scope of the study. It was situated approximately 30
m southeast of the excavated Tumulus 1 with steéci
(Tomasovic¢ 2011b, p. 285), within the same toponym.
The site yielded the remains of a medieval structure
tentatively interpreted as having had a sacred function.
Should this hypothesis be confirmed, the graves in
Tumulus 1 would have been spatially associated with
the immediate vicinity of a church (Tomasovi¢ 2011b,
p. 310). At present, within the Plina area as a whole,
only the stecci at Zavala (Western Plina) can be se-
curely associated with the spatial context of a church
(Tomasovic¢ 2008b, p. 178). The steéci at Zelenik may

109
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odrednici, smjestanju uz cestovni pravac, ogleda se
Siroko rasprostranjen obic¢aj podizanja groblja uz
prometnicu, prisutan od prapovijesti, a upravo su
komunikacije jedno od naj¢es¢ih mjesta na kojima
su stec¢ci polagani.'’® Kao svojevrsnu specifi¢nost
pojasa Pline treba istaknuti odsutnost stecaka tipa
sljemenjaka, koji su, s druge strane, zastupljeni na
Plini susjednim podru¢jima.!'®

Tipoloska slika razmatranih stecaka''’” pokazuje
prevlast nizih oblika. Najucestalije su deblje i tanje
plo¢e (24) te nizi sanduci (17), zatim slijede sred-
nje visoki sanduci (11) i amorfni blokovi (3). [ u
sluc¢aju primjerka nemjerljive debljine na Zeleniku
najvjerojatnije je rije¢ o sanduku.!'® Dakle, predo-
¢ena podjela u konacnici pokazuje da tek neznatno
prevladava oblik sanduka, pri cemu 58 % pripada
nizem tipu. Svakako treba naglasiti i primjetne tipo-
loske razlike izmedu juznih i sjevernih ste¢aka. Na-
ime, uz iznimku ste¢ka 51, u okolici Eraka nalaze se
isklju¢ivo sanduci, ukljucujuéi i najvisi primjerak

stavljanje groblja sa ste¢cima u Ceveljusi (takoder na
prostoru prapovijesnih tumula) uz rub kraskog polja,
op. a.

15 Alduk 2008, str. 47; Perki¢ 2019, str. 12.

116 Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, str. 263-264. Sljemenjaci su
uopcée slabo zastupljeni u donjoneretvanskom pojasu,
s tek Sest primjeraka (Volarevi¢ 2020). Zbog rijetkosti,
posebno je znacajna pojava dvaju sljemenjaka niskih
krovnih ploha, tzv. plocastih sljemenjaka, na podrucju
Stasevice: jedan se nalazi na Grebinama iznad Jezerca
(Tomasovi¢ 2008a, str. 123; Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011,
str. 264), a drugi juzno od groblja crkve Svih svetih na
Bristi (Maljkovi¢ 2008b, str. 64—65). Na razmatranom
podrucju nisu registrirane ni kasnosrednjovjekovne
krizine, u donjoneretvanskom pojasu evidentirane u
Perki, u Plini Zapadnoj (Tomasovi¢ 2008a, str. 124),
na groblju crkve Svih svetih na Bristi (Tomasovi¢
20164, str. 23-28), kod crkve sv. Nikole u Borovcima
i na groblju kod crkve Male Gospe u Dobranjama (To-
masovi¢ 2016a, str. 26).

17 Tipolo$ka klasifikacija ste¢aka nije posve usuglaSena
u strucnoj literaturi. Uglavnom se sanducima smatra-
ju stecei visi od 30 cm, dok neki autori kao granicu
izmedu ploca i sanduka uzimaju i visinu od 40 cm, a
Cesto je presudan i osobni dojam (Beslagi¢ 1982, str.
75-128; MiloSevic¢ 1982, str. 195; Perki¢ 2020, str. 27,
bilj. 48). O ste¢cima na Sirem plocansko-neretvan-
skom podrucju najvise je pisao M. Tomasovi¢ koji
za stecke u Plini Zapadnoj predlaze kriterij tipoloske
podjele sanduka na nize (visine 30 — 40 cm), srednje
visoke (40 — 60 cm), vise (70 cm) i visoke tipove (od
80 cm), uz uvazavanje njihovih omjera (Tomasovi¢
2008D, str. 173).

118 S obzirom na gotovo iskljuéivu zastupljenost sanduka
na tom dijelu predmetnog prostora, op. a.

this pattern characterises approximately half of all
known stecak sites in the Lower Neretva region.'!!

With regard to the phenomenon of later burials
within already existing burial places, it is difficult
to determine with certainty whether this practice re-
flects a deliberate intention of the population at that
time to express respect for tradition. i.e. to maintain
a form of continuity of sacred places,''? or whether
it simply represents the incidental selection of loca-
tions determined by other factors, such as “the cho-
ice of cemetery locations according to similar prin-
ciples (infertile land, proximity to communication
routes, prominent topographical position, etc.).”'
In the context of the geomorphological features of
the Plina belt, and particularly in view of the limited
extent of arable surfaces, the establishment of the
cemeteries with stecci on the sites of earlier buri-
al grounds may also be interpreted as evidence of
“the conscious effort to preserve fertile land.”"'*
Their second defining spatial characteristic—their
location alongside communication routes—reflects
the widespread custom of establishing cemeteries
adjacent to roads, a practice documented from pre-
history onwards. Indeed, communication routes re-
present one of the most common settings in which
ste¢ci were erected.!” A distinctive characteristic of
the Plina region is the complete absence of gabled
stecci (sljemenjaci), a type that is, by contrast, well
represented in the neighbouring areas surrounding
Plina.!®

likewise be considered in relation to the Church of St.
Mary on the hill of Oblicevac (Tomasovi¢ 2008b, p.
178; Tomasovi¢ 2011b, pp. 309-310). There is also a
local tradition that a church once stood on the tumu-
lus at Ceveljusa in Western Plina (Sunji¢ 2009, p. 137;
Tomasovi¢ 2016b, p. 129), while M. Erak reports that
he may have identified its remains at the edge of the
largest tumulus (Erak 2023, https://www.klikploce.
com.hr/udruga-oblicevac-ciscenje-nekropole-steca-
ka-grebine-u-plini-donijelo-nekoliko-iznenadenja
(12/04/2024)).

1 Volarevi¢ 2020.

12 Alduk 2008, p. 47; Perki¢ 2019, pp. 12, 203; Soldo,
Tomas 2019, pp. 183—-184.

113 MiloSevi¢ 1991, p. 40; Perki¢ 2019, p. 203.

114 Sunjié 2009, p. 153. The author here refers to the plac-
ing of the cemetery with steéci at Ceveljusa (likewise
within prehistoric tumuli) along the edge of a karst
field, author’s note.

115 Alduk 2008, p. 47; Perki¢ 2019, p. 12.

16 Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, pp. 263-264. Gabled stecci
are generally rare in the Lower Neretva region, with
only six specimens recorded (Volarevi¢ 2020). Their
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izmjerene visine od 67 cm (ste¢ak 43). Tipoloska
slika juznih ste¢aka pokazuje sasvim drukcije od-
nose: najbrojnije su ploce (23), zatim slijede nizi
sanduci (10) te svega tri primjerka srednje visokih
sanduka.'"® Juznim lokalitetima pripadaju i amorfni
blokovi, opéenito iznimno rijetko zastupljen oblik
na donjoneretvanskim nalaziStima stec¢aka.'”® Ne-
koliko njih ima izrazeniju vrijednost duzine i(li)
Sirine,'”! a pojedini se izdvajaju i manjim dimenzi-
jama.'?

Tipoloski gledano, zastupljenost veceg bro-
ja ploca u Plini Isto¢noj svojevrsna je iznimka za
siri donjoneretvanski pojas, gdje prevladavaju san-
duci.'”® Za taj je prostor karakteristiCna i iznimno
rijetka pojava visokih sanduka,'?* §to se pokazalo i
na primjeru prouc¢avanog podruéja, gdje takvi pri-

1 Ovdje treba spomenuti da je odnosom njihovih uku-
pnih dimenzija nekoliko stecaka moguce sagledati kao
deblje ploce ili nize sanduke, odnosno nize ili srednje
visoke sanduke. Medutim, navedeno neznatno utjece
na konacnu tipolosku sliku, op. a.

120 Volarevi¢ 2020.

21 Rije¢ je o ste¢cima 7, 8, 11, 12, 14, 23 i 48, kada ih
se usporedi s drugim spomenicima. Najveca izmjerena
duzina iznosi 207 cm (ste¢ak 14), Sirina 114 cm (ste-
¢ak 48), a svega osam primjeraka ima visinu koja se
priblizava vrijednosti od 50 cm ili viSe (stecci 13, 14,
36,43, 44, 48, 49, 52 i vjerojatno 56).

122 Steéci 17, 19, 31, 32, 33, 35, op. a.

123 Tomasovi¢ 2014b, str. 42; Volarevi¢ 2020. U Plini

Zapadnoj su iznimna pojava (Tomasovi¢ 2008b, str.

170-172). Nesto veca zastupljenost ploca registrirana

je na Grebinama u Crnoci, na prostoru StaSevice (Ko-

vacevi¢ Bokarica, Perki¢ 2012a, str. 846) i na Greblju

u Provi¢u/Slivno Ravno (Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Perkic¢

2012b, str. 870). Sanduci dominiraju i u Makarskom

primorju (Tomasovi¢ 2008a, str. 123).

Tomasovi¢ 2008b, str. 173. Prostorno najblizi primjer

visokog sanduka dolazi iz Badine (Sladinac) gdje je

ostao sacuvan primjerak visine preko 1 m (Tomasovi¢

2007, str. 109). Na Zanogi u Borovcima najvisi sanduk

doseze visinu od 67 cm (Tomasovi¢ 2001, str. 40—43).

Na podrucju Stasevice debljine ste¢aka nesto su nize

vrijednosti; u Crno¢i ne prelaze 48 cm (Tomasovic¢

2008Db, str. 173), na Grebinama iznad Jezerca krecu se

u rasponu od 50 do 58 cm, na groblju crkve Svih svetih

na Bristi od 44 do 53 cm (na temelju rezultata teren-

skih izvida autorice rada, s tim da na nekoliko steca-
ka nije moguce izmjeriti ukupnu debljinu, op. a.), na
podrucju zaseoka Miluse od 46 do 53 cm (Tomasovié

2013, str. 16—17; Tomasovi¢ 2014b, str. 40; Tomaso-

vi¢ 2014c, str. 110), u kontekstu toponima Krstine od

50 do 60 cm. Erak 2024, https://www.klikploce.com.

hr/zavrsen-projekt-stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-faza-

1-pronadeni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigdje-zabilje-

zeni/ [konzultirano 14. 4. 2024.].
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The typological structure of the stecci considered
in this study'!” is characterised by the predominance
of lower forms. The most frequent types are slabs,
both thicker and thinner variants (24), followed by
lower chests (17), medium-height chests (11) and
amorphous blocks (3). The specimen from Zelenik,
whose height could not be measured because it is
partially buried, most probably also belongs to the
chest type.'"® Overall, this typological distribution
indicates a slight predominance of chest-shaped
monuments, of which 58% belong to the lower
chest subtype. Marked typological differences are
also evident between the southern and northern
groups of ste¢ci. With the exception of ste¢ak 51,
only chest-shaped monuments occur in the vici-
nity of Eraci, including the tallest recorded exam-
ple, measuring 67 cm in height (ste¢ak 43). The
southern group displays a markedly different com-
position: slabs are by far the most numerous type
(23), followed by lower chests (10), whereas only

scarcity makes the occurrence of two gabled stecci
with low roof slabs—the so-called slab-shaped gabled
stecci in the StaSevica area particularly significant.
One is located at Grebine above Jezerac (Tomasovié
2008a, p. 123; Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, p. 264), while
the other lies south of the cemetery of the Church of
All Saints at Brista (Maljkovi¢ 2008b, pp. 64-65).
No late medieval cross-shaped monuments have been
recorded within the study area. In the Lower Neretva
region, such monuments have so far been documented
only at Perka, in Western Plina (Tomasovi¢ 2008a, p.
124), in the cemetery of the Church of All Saints at
Brista (Tomasovi¢ 2016a, pp. 23-28), near the Church
of St. Nicholas at Borovci, and within the cemetery of
the Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
in Dobranje (Tomasovic¢ 2016a, p. 26).

The typological classification of stecci is not entire-
ly standardised in the scholarly literature. In general,
monuments exceeding 30 cm in height are classified as
chest-shaped stecéci, although some authors place the
threshold between slabs and chest-shaped forms at 40
cm, and the final classification often depends on the
researcher’s judgement (Beslagi¢ 1982, pp. 75-128;
Milosevi¢ 1982, p. 195; Perki¢ 2020, p. 27, fn. 48).
The most comprehensive typological study of the stec-
ci from the wider Ploce—Neretva area was undertaken
by M. Tomasovi¢, who proposed, for the monuments
of Western Plina, a subdivision of chest-shaped stecci
into low (30—40 c¢cm), medium-high (40-60 cm), high-
er (around 70 cm), and high (80 cm and above) types,
while also taking their overall proportions into account
(Tomasovic¢ 2008b, p. 173).

Given the almost exclusive predominance of chest-
shaped stecci in this part of the study area, author’s
note.

117

118

389



390

Blansa MALJKOVIC Srednjovjekovni nadgrobni spomenici — ste¢ci na prostoru Pline Istocne i Stadevice, u zaledu grada Ploca \

mjerci posve izostaju. S druge strane, tri su stecka u
Plini Zapadnoj, visine od 62 i oko 70 cm, ,,u pogle-
du njihova izdvajanja od preostalih®,'* visinom ili
ukupnim dimenzijama, razmotrena kao visoki san-
duci.'?* U tom bi se kontekstu i prethodno istaknuti
ste¢ak 43 mogao donekle sagledati kao takav, na-
roc¢ito kada ga se usporedi sa znatno nizim juznim
ste¢cima. U Plini Zapadnoj registrirani su gotovo
isklju¢ivo sanduci,'”’ stoga i zaokruZena tipoloska
slika ste¢aka u pojasu Pline pokazuje prevlast tog
oblika, od ¢ega 55 % otpada na nize sanduke.'?®

U pogledu njihove kvalitete u zate¢enom stanju,
s iznimkom stecaka ,,u formi dobro klesanih, mo-
nolitnih plo¢a“!?® pri vrhu Misje Drage, juzna grupa
stecaka ostavlja dojam rusti¢nije izrade, narocito
primjerci na Dracevcu. Vecina sjevernih spomeni-
ka solidne je izrade, ravnijih bo¢nih i1 zagladenijih
gornjih ploha.*® Donje stranice u pravilu su ostale
neravne ili neobradene. Na mnogim ste¢cima pri-
mjetna su oStecenja nastala djelovanjem atmosfe-
rilija, ali i devastacijom uzrokovanom ljudskim
djelovanjem."”' Najve¢i dio steaka oCuvan je u
cjelovitom stanju, a u pogledu zastupljenosti ukrasa
dominiraju juzni lokaliteti. Za spomenike na Ogradi
utvrdeno je da nisu pomicani s izvornih pozicija,
$to upucuje na zakljucak da su grobovi ostali intak-
tni.!3? Zabiljezeni su i primjeri sekundarne upotrebe
stecaka, to¢nije primjerci iskoriSteni kao gradevni
materijal (sl. 8). Imajuéi u vidu da je rije¢ o ucesta-
loj pojavi,'* njihov je broj zasigurno i veéi.

125 Tomasovi¢ 2008b, str. 173.

126 Tomasovi¢ 2008b, str. 173.

127 Kako M. Sunji¢ analizira iskljugivo spomenike u Ce-
veljusi, autorica se ovdje referira na rad M. Tomasovi-
¢a (Tomasovi¢ 2008b, str. 167—183). Kod navedenih
autora postoji i manja neuskladenost u pogledu broja
i tipa stecaka. Za usporedbu vidjeti: Sunjié¢ 2009, str.
162, tab. 1.

128 U Plini Zapadnoj, na dvama lokalitetima, ukupno je
28 stecaka (Tomasovi¢ 2008b, str. 167—183). Dakle,
sveukupno su u pojasu Pline evidentirana 84 stecka,
od ¢ega 52 primjerka sanduka (29 nizih). Navedeno u
manjoj mjeri odstupa u odnosu na raniji podatak o 75
stecaka u Plini (Tomasovi¢ 2011b, str. 307, bilj. 32),
op. a.

129 Milogevié, Suéur 2008, str. 700.

130" Tomasovi¢ 2011b, str. 307.

31 Na dvama ste¢cima na Gari$tu piturom su naznacena
osobna imena, op. a.

132 Tomasovi¢ 2011b, str. 287.

133 Najpoznatiji primjer devastacije na okolnom podru¢ju
dolazi s prostora Bacine gdje se svojevremeno nalazilo
vjerojatno najvece groblje sa ste¢cima u Makarskom

three medium-height chests are represented.'’” The
southern sites also include the amorphous blocks, a
monument type that is otherwise exceptionally rare
among the sites with steéci of the Lower Neretva
region.'” Several of these exhibit unusually large
length and/or width,'?! while others are distinguis-
hed by their comparatively small dimensions.'?
From a typological perspective, the predomi-
nance of slabs in Eastern Plina represents somet-
hing of an exception within the wider Lower Nere-
tva region, where chest-shaped stecci constitute the
dominant form.'”* Another characteristic feature of
the region is the exceptionally rare occurrence of
high chests,'** as proved to be the case in the area

19 Tt should also be noted that, on the basis of their over-
all proportions, several monuments could equally be
classified either as thick slabs or as lower chest-shaped
stecci, or alternatively as lower or medium-high chest-
shaped stecci. This ambiguity, however, has only a
negligible effect on the overall typological picture,
author’s note.

120 Volarevi¢ 2020.

12 This applies to steéci nos. 7, 8, 11, 12, 14, 23 and 48
when compared with the remaining monuments. The
maximum recorded length is 207 cm (ste¢ak no. 14),
while the greatest width reaches 114 cm (stecak no.
48). Only eight examples have a height approaching
or exceeding 50 cm (stecci nos. 13, 14, 36, 43, 44, 48,
49, 52 and probably no. 56).

122 Steéei 17, 19, 31, 32, 33, 35, author’s note.

123 Tomasovi¢ 2014b, p. 42; Volarevi¢ 2020. Such monu-

ments are exceptionally rare in Western Plina (Tomas-

ovic¢ 2008b, pp. 170—172). A somewhat greater number
has been recorded at Grebine in Crnoca, in the area of

Stasevica (Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Perkic¢ 2012a, p. 846),

and at Greblje in Provi¢/Slivno Ravno (Kovacevi¢

Bokarica, Perki¢ 2012b, p. 870). Chest-shaped stecci

predominate also in the Makarska Littoral (Tomasovi¢

2008a, p. 123).

Tomasovi¢ 2008b, p. 173. The geographically closest

example of a high chest-shaped steak comes from

Sladinac near Bacdina, where a monument exceeding

1 m in height has been preserved (Tomasovic¢ 2007, p.

109). At Zanoga in Borovci, the tallest chest-shaped

stecak reaches a height of 67 cm (Tomasovi¢ 2001,

pp. 40—43). In the Stasevica area, the thickness of the

monuments is generally somewhat lower: at Crnoca

it does not exceed 48 cm (Tomasovi¢ 2008b, p. 173);

at Grebine above Jezerac it ranges from 50 to 58 cm;

at the cemetery of the Church of All Saints at Brista
from 44 to 53 cm (based on the author’s field obser-
vations, although the total thickness of several mon-
uments could not be measured; author’s note); in the

hamlet of Milusa from 46 to 53 cm (Tomasovi¢ 2013,

pp. 16—-17; Tomasovi¢ 2014b, p. 40; Tomasovi¢ 2014c,

p. 110); and within the area of the toponym Krstine
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Sl. 8 - Primjer sekundarne upotrebe stecaka, Granica,
(foto: R. Marsi¢)
Fig. 8 - An example of the secondary use of ste¢ak
tombstones, Granica, (photo: R. Marsic)

Na Ogradama su svi spomenici bili grupirani na
sjeveroisto¢noj polovini tumula,** a na GariStu na
njegovu jugoisto¢nom rubu. Unato¢ tomu §to su i
ste¢ci na Granici pronadeni grupirani na jugoistoc-
nom dijelu tumula, zbog njihova pomicanja i dislo-
ciranih primjeraka teze je utvrditi njihov prvobitni
polozaj.

Raspored grobova na najve¢em tumulu na Mis-
joj Drazi uvjetovali su polozaj i veli¢ina samog
tumula; najveéi broj grobova evidentiran je na
sjeverozapadnom dijelu tumula, a tek nekoliko na
njegovu jugoistoénom rubu.'** U cjelini, na lokali-

primorju (Tomasovi¢ 2001, str. 59). Brojni su primjeri
devastacije ste¢aka i na prostoru Stasevice (Volarevi¢
2020).

134 Tomasovi¢ 2011b, str. 287.

155 Suéur 2015a, str. 188—189. Naime, tumul je formiran
,»na dvama terasama zbog kojih je njegova jugoisto¢na
strana visoka preko 5 m, a njegove strane tu su izuzet-

studied, where such monuments are entirely absent.
By contrast, three steé¢ci from Western Plina, me-
asuring approximately 62 and 70 cm in height,
have been classified as high chests on account of
“their distinction from the remaining examples™*
in terms of height or overall dimensions.'?* Within
this context, ste¢ak 43 might to some degree be re-
garded as such, particularly when compared with
the considerably lower monuments of the southern
group. Since almost all ste¢ci recorded in Western
Plina are chest-shaped monuments,'”’ the overall ty-
pological composition of the Plina region likewise
demonstrates the predominance of this form, with
lower chests accounting for 55% of all chest-shaped
examples.!?®

With regard to workmanship and preservation at
the time of their discovery, the southern group of
ste¢ci generally conveys the impression of a more
rustic execution, particularly the monuments from
Dracevac, with the exception of the steéci at the top
of Misja Draga, which are described as being “in
the form of well-worked monolithic slabs.”'* Most
of the northern monuments exhibit sound wor-
kmanship, characterised by flatter lateral faces and
smoother upper surfaces.”*® The undersides gene-
rally remained uneven or entirely unfinished. Many
monuments display damage resulting both from
prolonged weathering and from deliberate human
activity.'*! The majority of the stecci are preserved

from 50 to 60 cm (Erak 2024, https://www.klikploce.
com.hr/zavrsen-projekt-stazama-plocanskih-steca-
ka-faza-1-pronadeni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigd-
je-zabiljezeni/ (14/04/2024)).
125 Tomasovi¢ 2008b, p. 173.
126 Tomasovi¢ 2008b, p. 173.
127 As M. Sunjié analyses exclusively the monuments at
Ceveljusa, the present discussion refers instead to the
study by M. Tomasovi¢ (Tomasovi¢ 2008b, pp. 167—
183). It should also be noted that minor discrepancies
exist between these authors regarding the number and
typological classification of the ste¢ci. For compari-
son, see M. Sunjié¢ 2009, p. 162, Table 1.
In Western Plina, two sites comprise a total of 28 stec-
ci (Tomasovi¢ 2008b, pp. 167—183). Consequently, 84
ste¢ci have so far been recorded throughout the Plina
area, of which 52 are chest-shaped monuments, in-
cluding 29 lower chest-shaped specimens. These fig-
ures differ slightly from the earlier total of 75 stecci
reported for Plina (Tomasovi¢ 2011b, p. 307, fn. 32),
author’s note.
122" Milogevi¢, Suéur 2008, p. 700.
130 Tomasovi¢ 2011b, p. 307.
131 On two steéci at GariSte personal names are indicated
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tetima su polagane manje skupine ste¢aka, odnosno
rije¢ je o grobljima manjih rodovskih zajednica,'*
$to se i uklapa u opc¢u sliku donjoneretvanskog kra-
ja: dvije tre¢ine nalaziSta sadrzavaju manje od deset
spomenika, a tek tri viSe od 30 stecaka.'*” Predmet-
na su groblja pokazala vecu razliku u broju poloze-
nih spomenika u odnosu na ukupan broj istrazenih
grobova, a taj se odnos kre¢e u rasponu od jednog
stecka na 4,34 groba do jednog ste¢ka na 1,75 gro-
ba, odnosno u prosjeku je 40 % grobova bilo ozna-
¢eno ste¢cima.'*® U orijentaciji grobova prevladava
smjer zapad-istok ili sjeverozapad-jugoistok, uz uo-
bicajena odstupanja, a manji dio grobova pokazuje
i druk¢iju orijentaciju.'®

Na nekoliko istrazenih lokaliteta evidentirani
su i primjeri izdvojenih ukopa. Njihova se pojava
uglavnom tumaci kao odraz zelje samog pojedinca
da bude izdvojen ili pak Zelje zajednice da pokoj-
nik na svojevrstan na¢in bude izoliran (u smislu na-
grade ili kazne).'* Na osnovi vise indicija, primjer
takva ukopa na najjuznijem polozaju (Misja Dra-
ga) sugerira da je rije¢ o vaznom ¢lanu zajednice:
nalazio se oko 16 m od groblja (T7), nad grobom
je bio polozen najveci stecak, koji se istice i kva-
litetom izrade, a pokazalo se da su u njemu poko-
pane muska i Zenska osoba kod kojih je ustanov-
ljen obi¢aj ponovnog sahranjivanja ve¢ sahranjenih
pokojnika.'*! Jo§ jedan primjer izdvojenog ukopa,
vjerojatno muske osobe, nalazio se desetak metara
jugoistocno od istrazenog tumula na polozaju Put
uz Vrbicu.'*? Na prostoru toponima Kr¢, oko 200
m sjeverozapadno od istrazenog groblja, istrazen je
izdvojeni grob pod ste¢ckom u kojem su bile poko-
pane najmanje tri osobe.'* Katkad osamljeni stecci

no strme, pa je ukapanje bilo moguée samo na samom
rubu tumula.” (Suéur 2015a, str. 189).

136 Bili¢, Ivisié, Vuli¢ 2011, str. 265; Tomasovi¢ 2011b,
str. 309.

137 Volarevi¢ 2020.

138 Suéur 2015a, str. 191-192. U izradun nisu uvrsteni
grobovi na Kr¢u (osam, od kojih je Cetiri pod stecci-
ma), op. a.

139 Prema: Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, str. 255, 264; Toma-
sovié¢ 2011b, str. 287-289; Suéur 2015b, str. 498—648.

140 Alduk 2008, str. 47.

141 Quéur 2015a, str. 189, 207-208. Povezan s iskaziva-
njem postovanja uglednim ¢lanovima zajednice, a
u nekim sluGajevima i sa strahom od umrlih (Sucur
2015a, str. 208).

142 Andelinovi¢ et al. 2013, str. 157; Sucur 2015a, str.
189.

143 Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, str. 266.

substantially intact, while decorated monuments are
markedly more numerous among the southern sites.
It has been established that the monuments at Ogra-
da have not been moved from their original posi-
tions, indicating that the graves have remained in-
tact.!’? Examples of secondary reuse of ste¢ci were
also recorded, specifically monuments incorporated
as building material (Fig. 8).

Given that this is a frequent occurrence,'* the
actual number of reused ste¢ci was undoubtedly
greater than that currently documented. At Ogra-
da, all of the monuments were concentrated on
the north-eastern half of the tumulus,'** whereas at
Gariste they were grouped along its south-eastern
edge. Although the stecci at Granica were likewise
found clustered on the south-eastern sector of the
tumulus, their original positions are more difficult
to reconstruct due to the displacement of several
monuments and the presence of dislocated speci-
mens.

The distribution of graves within the largest
tumulus at Mi§ja Draga was largely determined by
the position and size of the tumulus itself. The gre-
atest concentration of burials occurred in its north-
western sector, while only a few graves were iden-
tified along the south-castern edge.!** Overall, the
investigated sites contained relatively small groups
of stecci, indicating that they served as cemeteries
of smaller kin-based communities.!*® This pattern
corresponds closely with the general characteristics
of the Lower Neretva region, where approximately
two-thirds of all stecak sites contain fewer than ten
monuments, and only three sites comprise more
than 30 stecci.'’” The cemeteries investigated in
the present study reveal a considerable discrepancy

in paint, author’s note.

132" Tomasovi¢ 2011b, p. 287.

133 The best-known example of the destruction of stecci in
the surrounding area comes from Bacina, where what
was probably the largest stecci cemetery in the Makar-
ska Littoral once stood (Tomasovi¢ 2001, p. 59). Nu-
merous examples of damage to stecci have likewise
been recorded in the StaSevica area (Volarevic¢ 2020).

134 Tomasovi¢ 2011b, p. 287.

135 Suéur 2015a, pp. 188—189. The tumulus was formed
“on two terraces, causing its southeastern side to have
a height of over 5 m, with exceptionally steep slopes,
so that burials could only be placed along the very
edge of the tumulus” (Suéur 2015a, p. 189).

136 Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, p. 265; Tomasovi¢ 2011b, p.
309.

137 Volarevi¢ 2020.
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ne oznacavaju groblje, ve¢ moze biti rijec o spome-
nicima koji su naknadno doneseni na te polozaje,
$to je pretpostavljeno za desetak takvih primjera
na donjoneretvanskom prostoru.'** Za dva takva
polozaja u Vrbici zasad nije moguce sa sigurnoscu
ustvrditi oznacavaju li izdvojene grobove ili manje
groblje ili su pak stecci izmjesteni s druge lokacije.
U slucaju stecka 23, imajuéi u vidu njegov polozaj
na rubu tumula, postojanje groblja realna je pretpo-
stavka i ne ¢ini se izglednim da je premjesten s neke
druge lokacije.

UKRASAVANJE STECAKA

Od njihova ukupnog broja 20 stecaka sadrzi
ukrase (15 sanduka i 5 plo¢a), odnosno ukraseno
je nesto vise od tredine primjeraka.'*® Buduéi da
je za nalaziSta stecaka u donjoneretvanskom po-
jasu karakteristicna relativno slaba zastupljenost
ukrasavanja,'*® na temelju navedenog stjece se do-
jam da razmatrani ste¢ci donekle izlaze iz tog okvi-
ra. S druge strane, treba naglasiti da je u cjelini ipak
rije¢ o jednostavno ukraSenim primjercima. Veéina
motiva izvedena je u tehnici plitkog reljefa, a rjede
1 urezivanjem. NeSto naglaSenija plasticnost reljefa
primjetna je u izvedbi tordiranih vijenaca koji obru-
bljuju manja kruzna udubljenja, samostalnih prika-
za polumjeseca i bordura u obliku tordirane vrpce.
Motivi se najve¢im dijelom nalaze na gornjim stra-
nicama ste¢aka.'¥’

144 Volarevi¢ 2020.

%5 Ako se od ukupnog broja ukrasenih stecaka izuzmu
primjerci s prikazom manjih urezanih krizeva, i dalje
ostaje relativno visok udio ukrasenih spomenika (30
%). Pojedinacno, nalazista pak pokazuju razlicit stu-
panj njihove zastupljenosti: 28 % (Granica, Ograde),
55 % (Misja Draga — Tumul 7), 60 % (Put uz Vrbicu,
Zelenik), 100 % (Vrbica, Gariste). U Plini Zapadnoj
evidentirano je 28 stecaka, od kojih su 4 ukrasena (To-
masovi¢ 2008b, str. 170-172), iz Cega proizlazi da su
u pojasu Pline registrirana 84 stec¢ka, od kojih su 24
ukrasena, odnosno 28 % spomenika sadrzi ukrase. Isti
postotak ukrasenih stecaka naveden je i u: Tomasovié
2011b, str. 307, bilj. 32, s tim da je naveden manji uku-
pan broj stecaka, op. a.

146 Milo8evi¢ 2011, str. 215; Tomasovi¢ 2013, str. 17; To-
masovi¢ 2014c, str. 110. Receno se odnosi u cjelini na
sve dalmatinske stecke od ¢ijeg ukupnog broja tek 10
% otpada na ukrasene primjerke (MiloSevi¢ 2013, str.
91). Novija istrazivanja (Volarevi¢ 2020) ukazuju na
mogucnost da je na Sirem donjoneretvanskom prostoru
njihova zastupljenost i vec¢a, no, za konacne zakljucke
potrebno je detaljnije prouciti statisticke odnose, op. a.

47 Opéenito su stecci s vise ukraSenih ploha vrlo slabo

between the number of erected ste¢ci and the to-
tal number of excavated graves. The ratio ranges
from one stecak for every 4.34 graves to one ste¢ak
for every 1.75 graves, indicating that, on average,
approximately 40% of burials were marked by ste¢-
ci.!*® In terms of grave orientation, the predominant
alignments are west—east and north-west—south-
east, with the usual minor deviations, although a
smaller number of graves display also different ori-
entations.'®

At several investigated sites, examples of isola-
ted burials were also documented. Their occurrence
is generally interpreted as reflecting either an indi-
vidual desire for spatial separation or, alternatively,
of the community to isolate the deceased in a parti-
cular way (in the sense of reward or punishment).'*°
On the basis of multiple indicators, the example of
such a burial at the southernmost position (Misja
Draga) suggests that the deceased was an important
member of the community: it was located approxi-
mately 16 m from the cemetery (T7), and the gra-
ve was covered by the largest ste¢ak, which also
stands out for its quality of workmanship. It was
further established that two individuals, male and
female, were interred within the grave, with eviden-
ce of the practice of secondary burial of previously
interred remains.'*! Another example of an isolated
burial, most likely of a male individual, was located
approximately ten metres south-east of the exca-
vated tumulus at the Put uz Vrbicu site.'** Within
the area of the toponym Kr¢, approximately 200 m
north-west of the excavated cemetery, an isolated
grave marked by a ste¢ak was investigated, con-
taining the remains of at least three individuals.'®
In some cases, isolated ste¢ci do not necessarily
mark burial grounds; instead, they may represent
monuments that were subsequently transported to
their recorded positions, a hypothesis proposed for

138 Suéur 2015a, pp. 191-192. The graves at Kr¢ (8, 4 of
them beneath stecci) were not included in the calcula-
tion, author’s note.

139 According to: Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, pp. 255, 264;
Tomasovi¢ 2011b, pp. 287-289; Sucur 2015b, pp.
498-648.

140 Alduk 2008, p. 47.

41 Suéur 2015a, pp. 189, 207-208. This practice has been
associated with expressing respect towards prominent
members of the community and, in certain cases, with
fear of the deceased (Sucur 2015a, p. 208).

142 Andelinovi¢ et al. 2013, p. 157; Sucéur 2015a, p. 189.

45 Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, p. 266.
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Ako bi se jednostavno urezani kriz razmotrio
kao ukrasni element,'® medu sredi$njim bi moti-
vima dominirao simbol kriza. Slijede polumjesec,
tordirani vijenac, oruzje, (virovita) rozeta/zvijezda,
zenska figura i kruzno ispupcéenje. Zastupljene su
i ,,ukrizene* tordirane vrpce koje dijagonalno dije-
le gornju plohu ste¢ka te uzduzni zlijeb u funkciji
razdjelne linije. Od bordura su zastupljene tordira-
na vrpca, vitica s trolistom i traka ispunjena kosim
crticama. Tordirana vrpca ili uze koristeni su i pri
oblikovanju pojedinih sredi$njih motiva.'* Iako su
u cjelini ste¢ei jednostavno ukraseni, uglavnom po-
jedina¢nim likovnim prikazima (tek stecak 23 sadr-
zava donekle sloZeniju kompoziciju motiva), ukrasi
na spomenicima koji gravitiraju priobalnom naselju
Sarié(a) Struzi zasluzuju nesto veéu pozornost jer
u dostupnoj literaturi nisu pojedina¢no razmatrani,
a njihov je repertoar donekle raznovrsniji u odno-
su na ukraSavanje stecaka kod Eraka.'® Ne ulazeci
u kompleksnu problematiku ikonografske analize
prikaza na steécima, u daljnjem se tekstu donosi
pregled ukrasnih motiva'' i svojevrsna sinteza iko-
nografskog repertoara stecaka u pojasu Pline.

Kriz

Simbol kriza javlja se jedanaest puta na sedam
stecaka: u obliku grckog (stecak 13, Misja Draga),

zastupljeni u donjoneretvanskom pojasu; evidentirano
je svega 11 takvih primjeraka (Volarevi¢ 2020).

148 Za pojavu takvih kriZzeva u kontekstu stecaka do sada
nije posve usuglaseno oznacavaju li broj pokojnika ili
su naknadno urezani u plohe (Tomasovi¢ 2008Db, str.
177). U tom smislu treba spomenuti istrazene pred-
metne grobove koji su bili oznaceni steccima s prika-
zom manjih urezanih istokra¢nih krizeva: u grobu 15
na Garistu pokopana su dva djeteta, ne istovremeno;
u grobu 17 na Granici (ovdje zajedno s nekim dru-
gim motivima), takoder dvije osobe, zena i muskarac
(Suéur 2015a, str. 195-196); u grobu 16 na Garistu,
oznac¢enom ste¢kom s manjim urezanim ,,sidrolikim*
krizem, pronadeni su ostatci dviju odraslih Zena (Su-
¢ur 2015b, str. 513).

99 Treba spomenuti i pojavu polukruznih bazencica na

stecku 45 s Ograde (Tomasovi¢ 2011b, str. 308, sl. 38—

39) i ,,uleknuée” na ste¢ku 3, na Misjoj Drazi (Suéur

2015b, str. 605) koji nisu razmatrani kao ukrasi, op. a.

Ve¢i dio ukrasnih motiva istaknut je u popratnim kata-

lozima izlozbi Steéci (Tomasovié, Perki¢, Alduk 2008,

str. 83—84; Tomasovi¢ 2008a, str. 124—126) i Stecci u

Neretvi — Umjetnost i obred (Volarevi¢ 2020).

Zbog ostecenosti dijela motiva ili izvedbe u ™ vrlo

plitkog reljefa, pojedine likovne detalje nije moguce

nedvosmisleno protumaciti (razli¢iti kut osvjetljenja

otvara razli¢ite moguc¢nosti njihove percepcije), op. a.
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approximately ten such examples within the Lower
Neretva region.'** For two such locations in Vrbica,
it is currently not possible to determine with cer-
tainty whether they mark isolated burials, smaller
cemeteries, or whether they were displaced from
another context. In the case of ste¢ak 23, howe-
ver, given its position on the edge of a tumulus, the
existence of an associated cemetery is a plausible
interpretation, and it does not appear likely that the
monument was relocated from some other location.

THE DECORATION OF THE STECCI

Out of the total number, 20 ste¢ci bear decora-
tive elements (15 chest-shaped monuments and 5
slabs), meaning that slightly more than one third
of the specimens are decorated.'® Given that the
ste¢ci from the Lower Neretva region are gene-
rally characterised by a relatively low frequency
of ornamentation,'* the present group appears to
somewhat exceed this regional norm. At the same
time, it must be emphasised that, as a whole, the-
se are nevertheless simply decorated monuments.
Most of the motifs are executed in the technique
of shallow relief, and more rarely by incision. A
somewhat more pronounced plasticity of the re-
lief is visible in the execution of twisted wreaths
encircling smaller circular depressions, isolated de-
pictions of crescents and in the borders in the form

144 Volarevi¢ 2020.

145 Even if monuments bearing only small incised crosses
are excluded from the total number of decorated stec-
ci, the proportion of decorated examples remains rel-
atively high (30%). Individual sites, however, display
considerable variation: 28% at Granica and Ograde,
55% at MiS§ja Draga (Tumulus 7), 60% at Put uz Vr-
bicu and Zelenik, and 100% at Vrbica and Gariste. In
Western Plina, 28 ste¢ci have been recorded, four of
which are decorated (Tomasovic¢ 2008b, pp. 170-172).
Consequently, the Plina area as a whole contains 84 re-
corded stecci, of which 24 are decorated, meaning that
28% of all monuments bear decorative motifs. The
same percentage of decorated steéci is also reported by
Tomasovi¢ (2011b, p. 307, fn. 32), although he records
a smaller total number of monuments, author’s note.

146 MiloSevi¢ 2011, p. 215; Tomasovi¢ 2013, p. 17; To-
masovi¢ 2014c, p. 110. This observation applies to all
Dalmatian stecci, of which only approximately 10%
are decorated (Milosevi¢ 2013, p. 91). More recent re-
search (Volarevi¢ 2020) suggests that the proportion of
decorated monuments may be even higher across the
wider Lower Neretva region; however, a more detailed
statistical analysis is required before definitive conclu-
sions can be drawn, author’s note.
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jabucastog (ste¢ak 36, Granica), sidrolikog (ste¢ak
38, Gariste), malteskog (stecak 44, Ograde) i ma-
njih urezanih, uglavnom istokra¢nih krizeva. Poto-
nja je inadica i najzastupljenija: dolazi kao jedini
motiv na ste¢cima 39 (Gariste) 1 52 (Zelenik) te za-
jedno s drugim motivima na ste¢ku 31 (Granica) (T.
I: 1 — 7). Takav se krizZ nalazi i na ste¢cima u Plini
Zapadnoj (osam puta na dvama steécima), a svega
jednom na steécima u Stasevici.'>

Greki oblik kriza s ¢eone plohe stecka 13 je-
dan je od najcescih oblika prikazivanja krizeva na
ste¢cima,'** a u pogledu njegove pojave na donjone-
retvanskim nalazistima ustanovljeno je da je nesto
zastupljeniji na stecima desne obale Neretve.!** Za
prikaz kriza nepravilnog malteskog izgleda s gornje
plohe stecka 44 prethodno je povuéena paralela s
izvedbama takvih kriZzeva na ljubuskim ste¢cima, '™
a srodnost pokazuju i krizevi sa ste¢aka na podrucju
Stasevice i Makarskog primorja, s tim da su primje-
ri u StaSevici pravilnije izvedeni.'>

Zbog svojih antropomorfnih odlika medu za-
stupljenim oblicima posebno se istice plitkoreljefni
kriz neujednacenih, jabucasto proSirenih zavrSeta-
ka hasti s ¢eone plohe ste¢ka 36. Vrh njegove gornje
uspravne haste veceg je promjera i drukcije obli-
kovan od zavrSetaka poprecne haste te asocira na
glavu, a kraj donjeg kraka, ras¢lanjen u dvije rom-
boidne (?)istake, sugerira ljudske noge."” Antropo-
morfni element dodatno je istaknut prikazom ele-
gantnih, vitkih hasti te postavljanjem njihova spoja
neposredno ispod zavrSetka vrlo kratkog gornjeg
uspravnog kraka, zbog ¢ega prikaz u konacnici vi-

132 Tomasovi¢ 2008b, str. 177-178. Sagledano u cjelini,
od ukupno 35 prikaza kriza na ste¢cima Pline i StaSe-
vice, ¢ak 17 primjera otpada upravo na urezane manje
krizeve grékog ili latinskog oblika, op. a.

153 Beslagi¢ 1982, str. 178-179.

134 Volarevi¢ 2020.

155 Tomasovi¢ 2011b, str. 307-308.

136 Tomasovi¢ 2008a, str. 126.

157 Uvjetno receno, ,,;omboidne jer istake nisu §iljate ve¢
viSe zaobljene i1 podsjecaju na listoliki oblik. Kao $to
je ranije navedeno u kataloskom opisu stecaka, ceona
ploha sanduka djelomice je oste¢ena, a donji dio pri-
kaza kriza loSije sacuvan, stoga je nesto teze iSCitati
zavrSetak njegove donje haste. Iz prilozenog se crteza
(crtez 2) razabire da je njezin zavrSetak ostavljen ne-
definiran, a prvotni je dojam bio da je zatvorena hori-
zontalnom linijom. Autorica se odlucila za ovdje izlo-
zeno tumacenje na osnovi dijela fotodokumentacije, s
tim da ostaje dvojba u pogledu moguénosti da donja
hasta ima i razvijeno postolje (kako je naznaceno u T.
1: 3).

of twisted bands. In most cases, the motifs are loca-
ted on the upper surfaces of the stecci.'¥’

If a simple incised cross is also considered a de-
corative element,'*® then the dominant central motif
is the cross. It is followed by the crescent moon,
twisted wreath, weaponry, (whirling) rosette/star,
female figure and circular depression. Also repre-
sented are “crossed” twisted bands dividing the
upper surface of the stecak diagonally, as well as
longitudinal grooves functioning as dividing lines.
Among border motifs, the twisted band, tendrils
with trefoil and a band filled with oblique incised
strokes are attested. The twisted band or rope mo-
tif was also used in the shaping of certain central
motifs."” Although, in general, the ste¢ci are mo-
destly decorated, mostly with individual figural re-
presentations (only ste¢ak 23 exhibits a somewhat
more complex compositional arrangement), the
ornaments on the monuments gravitating towards
the coastal settlement of Sari¢(a) Struga deserve
particular attention. This is primarily due to the
fact that they have not been individually analysed
in the available literature and that their repertoire
is somewhat more diverse in comparison with the
decorative schemes of the ste¢ci at Eraci.'>® Without

47 In general, ste¢ci decorated on more than one face are

very rare in the Lower Neretva region, with only elev-
en specimens recorded to date (Volarevic¢ 2020).

With regard to the occurrence of such crosses in the
context of stecci, no consensus has yet been reached
as to whether they indicate the number of individuals
buried beneath the monument or whether they repre-
sent subsequently made incisions (Tomasovi¢ 2008b,
p. 177). In this context, attention should be drawn to
several excavated burials marked by ste¢ci bearing
small incised equal-armed crosses. Grave 15 at Gariste
contained the remains of two children, interred at dif-
ferent times. Grave 17 at Granica (in this case with
several other motifs) also contained the remains of
two individuals—a woman and a man (Sucur 2015a,
pp. 195-196). Grave 16 at Gariste, marked by a stecak
decorated with a small incised anchor-shaped cross,
contained the remains of two adult women (Suéur
2015b, p. 513).

Mention should also be made of the semicircular small
basins on ste¢ak no. 45 from Ograde (Tomasovi¢
2011b, p. 308, Figs. 38-39) and the “depression” on
ste¢ak no. 3 at Misja Draga (Sucur 2015b, p. 605), nei-
ther of which has been considered a decorative motif,
author’s note.

Most of the decorative motifs have been illustrated in
the accompanying exhibition catalogues Stec¢ci (To-
masovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, pp. 83—-84; Tomasovic¢
2008a, pp. 124—126) and Stecci u Neretvi — Umjetnost
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S1. 9 - Motiv jabucastog kriza, ste¢ak 36, Granica,
(preuzeto iz: Tomasovi¢ 2014a, str. 156, sl. 3.)
Fig. 9 - Pommel cross motif (jabucasti kriz), stecak 36,
Granica, (taken from: Tomasovi¢ 2014a, p. 156,

fig. 3.)

zualno vise podsjec¢a na ljudsku figuru nego na kriz.
Za omanje reljefno kruzno ispupcenje iznad kriza
ne moze se sa sigurnoscu reéi je li rije¢ o prirodnoj
tvorevini ili ukrasu'® (sl. 9).'%

I u ovom je slucaju rije¢ o Siroko rasprostranje-
noj inacici kriza na ste¢cima'® koja se javlja ,,naj-
¢esce u slucajevima kada se takvom izvedbom Zeli
naglasiti antropomorfni oblik,'®! s tim da se njego-
va veca zastupljenost uglavnom vezuje za nalazista
u isto¢noj Hercegovini.'®

18 KruZzna se ispupCenja pojavljuju uz razne kriZeve,

ukljucujuéi 1 njegove antropomorfne oblike (Vidovié

1954, str. 128, 133, T. V). Sli¢an je motiv, s polumje-

secom, prikazan i na ste¢ku u Plini Zapadnoj (protu-

macen kao sunce/polulopta/polujabuka), a nalazi se i

na primjerku s prostora Bacine (Tomasovi¢ 2008b, str.

177).

Autorica izrazava zahvalnost ravnatelju Gradskog mu-

zeja u Makarskoj, Marinku Tomasovicu, na ustupanju

fotografije stecka (objavljena u: Tomasovi¢ 2014a, str.

156, sl. 3).

160 Zeravica 2009, str. 449.

161 MiloSevi¢ 2011, str. 218.

12 MiloSevi¢ 2011, str. 218; Vuci¢ 2023, str. 57. Novija su
istrazivanja pokazala da je taj oblik kriza na ste¢cima u
zapadnoj Hercegovini zastupljeniji nego §to se do sada
smatralo (Vuci¢ 2023, str. 57). Svojevrsni presjek naj-
ucestalijih inacica jabucastih krizeva na ste¢cima pri-
kazanih u knjizi M. Wenzel vidjeti u: Milosevié¢ 2011,
str. 219, sl. 15.

159

entering into a detailed iconographic analysis of the
depictions on the stecci, the following section pro-
vides an overview of the decorative motifs'! and a
kind of synthesis of the iconographic repertoire on
the ste¢ci of the Plina belt.

The cross

The symbol of the cross occurs eleven times on
seven stecci: in the form of a Greek cross (stecak
13, Mis§ja Draga), a cross pommé (stecak 36, Gra-
nica), a cross moline (ste¢ak 38, Gariste), a Maltese
cross (stecak 44, Ograde), and smaller incised, pre-
dominantly equal-armed crosses. The latter variant
is the most frequent: it occurs as the sole motif on
ste¢ci 39 (Gariste) and 52 (Zelenik), and in combi-
nation with other motifs on ste¢ak 31 (Granica) (PI.
I 1-7). The same type of cross is also present on
ste¢ci from Western Plina (eight times on two mo-
numents), while it appears only once on the stecci
in Stasevica.'*?

The Greek form of the cross on the frontal face
of ste¢ak 13 is one of the most common representa-
tions of crosses on stecci.'* In terms of its distribu-
tion within the Lower Neretva sites, it has been ob-
served to be somewhat more frequent on the stecci
discovered on the right bank of the Neretva river.'>*
For the depiction of the irregular Maltese-type cro-
ss on the upper surface of stecak 44, a comparison
was previously made with similar representations
on the ste¢ci from the Ljubuski area.'’’ Parallels
can also be found in crosses on stecci from the Sta-
Sevica area and the Makarska littoral, although the
examples from StaSevica are more regular in exe-

cution."®

Due to its anthropomorphic features, the low-

i obred (Volarevi¢ 2020).
Due to the damage of parts of the motifs and the exe-
cution of some carvings in extremely low relief, cer-
tain iconographic details cannot be interpreted with
certainty (different angles of illumination opens up
different possibilities for their perception), author’s
note.

152 Tomasovi¢ 2008b, pp. 177-178. Viewed as a whole,
of the 35 cross motifs recorded on the stecci of Plina
and StaSevica, as many as 17 consist of small incised
crosses of either the Greek or Latin type, author’s note.

153 Beslagic¢ 1982, pp. 178-179.

154 Volarevi¢ 2020.

155 Tomasovi¢ 2011b, pp. 307-308.

156 Tomasovi¢ 2008a, p. 126.

151
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Najbliza analogija za predmetni prikaz dolazi u
obliku plitkoreljefne izvedbe kriza s jabucastim za-
vrsetcima hasti na ¢eonoj plohi visokog sanduka na
prostoru Bacine.'®* Osim srodnosti samih krizeva i
odabira mjesta njihova prikaza, medu njima bi se
uvjetno mogla povudi i tipoloska paralela ako bi se
u obzir uzela znatna zastupljenost ste¢aka — ploca
i nizih sanduka u Plini Isto¢noj. Ste¢ak 36 izdvaja
se svojom visinom od vecine preostalih, Sto naro-
¢ito dolazi do izrazaja u odnosu njegovih ukupnih
dimenzija.'** S druge strane, u prikazu badinskog
kriza izostaju prethodno navedene antropomorfne
karakteristike, odnosno nisu posebno istaknute kao
u slucaju predmetnog primjera, ¢ime je u cjelini
umanjen dojam njihove srodnosti.

S ljubuskog podru¢ja (Bijaca) dolazi primjer
sanduka koji u vise detalja pokazuje podudarnost sa
steckom 36: osim pojave jabucastih krizeva na nji-
hovim ¢eonim stranicama,'®> na uzduznim plohama
obaju sanduka prikazano je oruzje — mac na ljubus-
kom !¢ te vrsta bodeZa (mozda noZ) na predmetnom
primjerku (crtez 2). UkraSene su i njihove gornje
plohe, a srodni su i tipoloski, s priblizno jednakim
vrijednostima visine.

Paralela se donekle moze povuéi i s prikazima
krizeva na gornjim plohama nekoliko ste¢aka na
lokalitetu Grebine iznad Jezerca (StaSevica). Dva
primjera uskih krakova i jabuéasto oblikovanih za-
vrsetaka gornje 1 poprecne haste, koja se ostro lomi
prema gore, sugeriraju lik u stavu oranta (sl. 10).'¢’
Imajuéi u vidu da motiv sa stecka 36 asocira na
svojevrsni ,,prijelazni oblik* izmedu prikaza kriza
i ljudske figure,'*® u tom je smislu moguée pronaci
njihovu podudarnost.

163 Tomasovi¢ 2007, str. 61.

164 135 x 58 —63 x 45— 51 cm, op. a.

165 Bacinski je kriz gotovo istovjetan prikazu kriza sa san-
duka na Bijaci, op. a.

166 Vego 1954, str. 18; T. XXIV, 48. Mac i jabucasti kriz

prikazani su na razli¢itim plohama jos jednog spome-

nika s prostora zapadne Hercegovine (Wenzel 1965, T.

XXVIIL, 25).

Primjer s priloZene fotografije nalazi se i u: Kaer 1887,

str. 28, sl. 12; Wenzel 1965, T. LXXXVI, 2; Maljkovi¢

2008b, str. 55, sl. 26. Drugi su nedavno otkrili ¢lanovi

udruge Oblicevac, o Cemu Ce rijeci biti kasnije, a deta-

lje pronalaska vidjeti na: https://www.klikploce.com.

hr/stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-staro-greblje-iznad-

jezerca-u-bristi-pored-stasevice [konzultirano 12. 4.

2024.].

188 Vidovi¢ 1954, str. 123.

167

relief cross with uneven, apple-shaped expanded
terminals of its arms, present on the frontal face of
ste¢ak 36, stands out among the represented forms.
The upper terminal of the vertical arm is of larger
diameter and differently shaped from the transverse
arm endings, evoking a head-like form, while the
lower arm, divided into two rhomboid (?) projecti-
ons, suggests human legs."”” The anthropomorphic
element is further emphasised by the elegant, slen-
der arms and by the placement of their intersec-
tion immediately below the end of the very short
upper vertical arm, which in visual terms brings
the composition closer to a human figure than to a
conventional cross. It cannot be stated with certa-
inty whether the small circular protrusion above the
cross represents a natural formation or a deliberate
decorative element."® (Fig. 9).!%°

In this case as well, the motif corresponds to a
widely distributed variant of the cross on steéci,'®
which “most often appears in cases where such an
execution is intended to emphasise the anthropo-
morphic form,”'®" although its higher frequency is
generally associated with sites in eastern Herzego-

vina.'?

157 They may only conditionally be described as “rhom-
boid”, since the projections are not pointed but rather
rounded, giving them a leaf-like form. As noted pre-
viously in the catalogue description of the stecak, the
front face of the chest-shaped monument is partially
damaged, while the lower part of the cross is poorly
preserved, making it difficult to determine the termi-
nation of its lower arm. The accompanying drawing
(Drawing 2) indicates that the end of the lower arm
was intentionally left undefined, although the initial
impression was that it terminated in a horizontal line.
The author has adopted the interpretation presented
here on the basis of part of the photographic documen-
tation; nevertheless, some uncertainty remains as to
whether the lower arm originally rested on a devel-
oped base (as indicated in Plate I (P1. I:3)).
Circular protrusions occur beside various crosses, in-
cluding its anthropomorphic forms (Vidovi¢ 1954, pp.
128, 133, P1. V). A similar motif, with a crescent, is
depicted also on a stec¢ak in Western Plina (interpreted
as a sun/hemisphere/half-apple), as well as on a speci-
men from the Bacina area (Tomasovi¢ 2008b, p. 177).
The author expresses her gratitude to the director of
the Makarska Town Museum, Marinko Tomasovi¢, for
kindly providing the photograph of the stecak (pub-
lished in: Tomasovi¢ 2014a, p. 156, fig. 3).
160 Zeravica 2009, p. 449.
161 Milosevi¢ 2011, p. 218.
162 Milosevi¢ 2011, p. 218; Vuci¢ 2023, p. 57. More re-
cent research has shown that this form of cross is more

158

159
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S1. 10 - Prikaz kriza koji asocira na figuru u stavu
oranta, stecak 7, Grebine iznad Jezerca, (foto:
B. Maljkovi¢)
Fig. 10 - Depiction of a cross resembling a figure in
the orant position, stec¢ak 7, Grebine above Jezerac,
(photo: B. Maljkovic)

Oblikovna svojstva jabucastog kriza koji zau-
zima cijelu gornju stranicu jednog drugog stecka
takoder sugeriraju antropomorfni koncept, naroci-
to zbog razlicite Sirine jabucastih krajeva njegovih
hasti, pri ¢emu gornji asocira na ljudsku glavu. S
druge strane, taj se primjer reljefnos¢u i ukupnim
dimenzijama ipak udaljava od predmetnog prika-
za'® (sl. 11).

U pogledu stiliziranih zavrSetaka donje haste
upecatljiv je i kriz naznacen preko sredine krov-
nih ploha niskog, odnosno plocastog sljemenjaka
koji se nalazi juzno od groblja crkve Svih svetih na
Bristi,' s tim da je u ovom slucaju rije¢ o posve
druk¢ijem nacinu prikazivanja kriza (sl. 12).

Sto se ti¢e posljednjeg primjera iz ove grupe
motiva, kriz sa stecka 38 na Garistu (T. I: 5) moze
se protumaciti kao inacica tzv. sidrolikog kriza,'”!

169 Kaer 1887, str. 26, sl. 9; Maljkovi¢ 2008b, str. 51, sl.
22. Krizevi jabucastih zavrSetaka hasti sporadi¢no se
pojavljuju i na ste¢cima u Makarskom primorju (To-
masovi¢ 2007, str. 131, T. IX, 3), kod Vrgorca (Milo-
Sevi¢ 2011, str. 216-220), na zapadnom dubrovackom
podrucju (Perki¢ 2019, T. VI: 2, 3, 13, 14, 21), u Kona-
vlima (Zeravica, Kovaci¢ 2002, str. 39, sl. 8) i na uzem
neumskom podrucju (Pulji¢ 2007, str. 116).

170 Kaer 1887, str. 23, sl. 7, Maljkovi¢ 2008b, str. 65, sl.

38.

Iako je rije¢ o urezanom manjem krizu, zbog svojeg

specificnog oblika opisan je zasebno, op. a.
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The closest analogy for this representation is fo-
und in a low-relief execution of a cross with apple-
shaped arm terminals on the frontal face of a high
chest-shaped monument from the Bacina area.'®* In
addition to the similarities in the crosses themse-
Ives and the choice of their placement, a tentative
typological parallel may also be drawn between
them, insofar as the considerable presence of slab-
shaped steéci and lower chest-shaped monuments
in Eastern Plina is taken into account. Ste¢ak 36
stands out due to its height in relation to most other
specimens, particularly evident in the proportion
of its overall dimensions.'** On the other hand, the
depiction of the Bacina cross lacks the previously
noted anthropomorphic features, that is they are not
as prominently emphasised as in the present exam-
ple, which overall reduces the impression of their
similarity.

From the Ljubuski area (Bijaca) comes an
example of a chest-shaped ste¢ak that shows seve-
ral points of correspondence with stecak 36. Apart
from the presence of crosses pommé on their fron-
tal sides,'®® both monuments feature depictions of
weapons on their longitudinal faces: a sword on the
specimen in Ljubuski'® and a type of dagger (possi-
bly a knife) on the present specimen (Drawing 2).
Their upper surfaces are decorated as well, and they
are also typologically related, with approximately
equal heights.

A partial parallel may also be drawn with the
cross depictions that occur on the upper surfaces of
several stecci at the site of Grebine above the Je-
zerac field (StaSevica). Two examples with narrow
arms and apple-shaped terminals of the vertical and
transverse arms, sharply bent upwards, suggest a fi-
gure in the orans posture (Fig. 10).'” Given that the

frequently represented on the ste¢ci of western Herze-
govina than previously believed (Vuci¢ 2023, p. 57).
An overview of the most common variants of crosses
pommé¢ on stecci, as presented in M. Wenzel’s mono-
graph, is provided by Milosevi¢ 2011, p. 219, fig. 15.

163 Tomasovi¢ 2007, p. 61.

164135 x 58-63 x 45-51 cm, author’s note.

195 The Bacina cross is almost identical to the cross depic-
tion on the chest at Bijaca, author’s note.

1% Vego 1954, p. 18; P1. XXIV, 48. A sword and a cross

pommé are depicted on different surfaces of another

monument from western Herzegovina (Wenzel 1965,

Pl. XXVIII, 25).

The specimen illustrated in the accompanying photo-

graph has also been published in: Kaer 1887, p. 28,

Fig. 12; Wenzel 1965, P1. LXXXVI:2; and Maljkovi¢
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SI. 11 - Motiv kriza na stecku 3, Grebine iznad
Jezerca, (foto: B. Maljkovi¢)
Fig. 11 - Cross motif on stecak 3, Grebine above
Jezerac, (photo: B. Maljkovic)

odnosno svojevrsna kombinacija latinskog i sidro-
likog kriza ili kao ¢isti simbol sidra. Ako se promo-
tri kao simbol kriza, za takav je njegov oblik teze
pronaéi odgovarajucu analogiju na steccima te se,
prema literaturi i rezultatima terenskih izvida, ne
nalazi na drugim ste¢cima donjoneretvanskog poja-
sa.!”” Njegove inacice kakve se sporadi¢no javljaju
na ste¢cima Bosne i Hercegovine'” morfoloski se
razlikuju od predmetnog prikaza, a zanimljive su
kombinacije jabucéastog i sidrolikog kriza s prostora

172 Stilizacije kriZzeva sidrolikih zavrSetaka uopée su rijet-
ko zastupljene na steccima i, kao takve, nisu prepo-
znate kao karakteristican motiv za odredeno podrucje
njihova rasprostiranja (Beslagi¢ 1954a, str. 182), a u
literaturi su uglavnom promotrene u okviru ,,neobic-
nih*“ motiva (Beslagi¢ 1965, str. 120; Vuci¢, Uglesic¢
2014, str. 73).

173 Beslagi¢ 1954a, str. 81, sl. 54; str. 149, sl. 110; str. 150;
Beslagi¢ 1954b, str. 195, sl. 15; Vego 1954, T. XVI,
32; Beslagi¢ 1959, str. 55, T. II; Beslagi¢ 1962a, str.
90, T. I; Beslagi¢ 1965, str. 119, sl. 6; Wenzel 1965,
T. XXVI, 15; Vuci¢, Uglesi¢ 2014, str. 75; Palameta
2020, str. 104, sl. 8; str. 105.

motif on ste¢ak 36 evokes a kind of “transitional
form” between the depiction of a cross and a human
figure,'®® a degree of correspondence may be reco-
gnised in this respect.

The formal characteristics of a cross pommé on
the entire upper surface of another stecak likewise
suggest an anthropomorphic concept, particularly
in the differing widths of the apple-shaped arm ter-
minals, whereby the upper terminal evokes a hu-
man head. However, this example departs from the
discussed specimen in terms of relief execution and
overall dimensions.'® (Fig. 11)

A cross incised across the roof slabs of a low,
slab-shaped gabled monument located south of the
cemetery of the Church of All Saints at Brista!™ is
also noteworthy in terms of stylised terminal forms
of its lower arm, although in this case the cross is
represented in a fundamentally different manner
(Fig. 12).

In the case of the final example within this gro-
up of motifs, the cross on ste¢ak 38 from Gariste
(P1. I, 5) may be interpreted as a variant of the so-
called anchor-shaped cross (cross moline),'”" i.e. as
a form combining a Latin cross and a cross moline,
or alternatively as a purely anchor symbol. If inter-
preted as a cross, an appropriate analogy for such a
form is harder to find on steéci, and, according to
the literature and the results of field surveys, it does
not occur on other ste¢ci of the Lower Neretva regi-
on.'” Tts variants, sporadically attested on stecci in

2008Db, p. 55, Fig. 26. A second specimen was recently
discovered by the Oblicevac association and will be
discussed below; details of its discovery are avail-
able at: https://www.klikploce.com.hr/stazama-plo-
canskih-stecaka-staro-greblje-iznad-jezerca-u-bris-
ti-pored-stasevice (12/04/2024).

18 Vidovi¢ 1954, p. 123.

19 Kaer 1887, p. 26, fig. 9; Maljkovi¢ 2008b, p. 51, fig.
22. Crosses with apple-shaped arm terminals also oc-
cur sporadically on the stecci of the Makarska Litto-
ral (Tomasovi¢ 2007, p. 131, PL. IX, 3), near Vrgorac
(Milosevi¢ 2011, pp. 216-220), in the western area of
Dubrovnik (Perki¢ 2019, P1. VI: 2, 3, 13, 14, 21), in
Konavle (Zeravica, Kovaci¢ 2002, p. 39, fig. 8) and in
the narrower area of Neum (Pulji¢ 2007, p. 116).

170 Kaer 1887, p. 23, fig. 7; Maljkovi¢ 2008b, p. 65, fig.

38.

Although this is a small incised cross, it is described

separately due to its distinctive form, author’s note.

Stylisations of crosses with anchor-shaped terminals

are generally rare on steci and, as such, have not

been recognised as a characteristic motif of any par-
ticular region within their distribution area (Beslagic¢

171
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S1. 12 - Niski, tzv. plocasti sljemenjak s motivom kriza
(ste¢ak 4), juzno od groblja crkve Svih
Svetih na Bristi, (foto: B. Maljkovic)

Fig. 12 - Low, so-called slab-like ridge-featured
tombstone (plocasti sljemenjak) with a cross motif
(stec¢ak 4), south of the cemetery of the Church of All
Saints in Brista, (photo: B. Maljkovic)

Ljubinja,'”* ujedno i najsli¢nije predmetnom pri-
mjeru, te sidra i polumjeseca iz ljubuskog kraja.'”
Na nadgrobnim spomenicima s podru¢ja Dalmacije
pojavljuje se i Cisti simbol sidra, u svojstvu oznake
obrtnika karakteristicnih za taj prostor, poput pri-
mjera s otoka Rivnja iz 18. stoljeca.'”

Sagledano u cjelini, na prostoru Pline (Isto¢ne
i Zapadne) simbol kriza pojavljuje se ukupno dva-
deset puta na deset stecaka, a prevladavaju manji
urezani krizevi latinskog i grckog oblika, s ¢ak 15
prikaza.'”’

174 Beslagi¢ 1965, str. 119, sl. 6.
15 Vego 1954, str. 17; T. XVIIL, sl. 36; Vuci¢, Uglesi¢
2014, str. 78.
176 Medi¢ 2017, str. 115; str. 116, sl. 101/4. Cesto se nalazi
i na tekstilnim izradevinama, stoga se njegova pojava
na ste¢cima moze promotriti i kao odraz narodne um-
jetnosti (Benac 1952, str. 39; Beslagic¢ 1954a, str. 168;
Perki¢ 2017, str. 90). U kombinaciji s cik-cak trakom
¢ini jednu specificnu borduru karakteristi¢nu iskljuci-
vo za spomenike ,,na prostoru od Ljubuskog i Listice
prema Mostaru i Konjicu* (Mileti¢ 1982, str. 38).
U Plini Zapadnoj, na ¢eonoj plohi bogato ukrasenog
steéka u Ceveljusi, ujedno i najukraSenijeg primjer-
ka u Plini, nalazi se kriz listolikih zavrSetaka hasti i
pravokutnog udubljenja na donjoj hasti, a s istog pro-
stora dolaze jo§ dva spomenika s urezanim krizevima
grckog i latinskog oblika (Tomasovi¢ 2008a, str. 126;
Tomasovi¢ 2008b, str. 175-176; §unjié 2009, str. 147,
sl. 12).
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Bosnia and Herzegovina,'” differ morphologically
from the present example. Particular interesting are
forms combining pommé and moline cross types
from the Ljubinje area,'’* which are also the closest
parallels to the specimen under discussion, as well
as combinations of an anchor and crescent motif
from the Ljubuski region.'” Funerary monuments
from Dalmatia feature also a pure anchor symbol,
functioning as a mark associated with craftsmen
characteristic of that region, such as the example
from the island of Rivanj dated to the 18" century.'”
Viewed as a whole, within the Plina region (both
Eastern and Western), the symbol of the cross appe-
ars a total of twenty times on ten stecci, with a clear
predominance of small incised crosses of Latin and
Greek form, with as many as 15 depictions.!”’

The crescent

It occurs six times on five stecci, at four sites (PI.
II: 1-5): on ste¢ci 7 and 12 (MiSja Draga) and 56
(Zelenik) as the only motif, and together with other
motifs on steécei 23 (Vrbica) and 28 (Put uz Vrbicu).
By its dimensions and somewhat ‘higher’ relief, the

1982, p. 182). Consequently, they have generally been
discussed in the literature under the category of “un-
usual” motifs (Beslagi¢ 1965, p. 120; Vuci¢, Uglesic¢
2014, p. 73).

173 Beslagi¢ 1954a, p. 81, fig. 54; p. 149, fig. 110; p. 150;
Beslagi¢ 1954b, p. 195, fig. 15; Vego 1954, P1. XVI,
32; Beslagi¢ 1959, p. 55, PI. II; Beslagic¢ 1962a, p. 90,
PL T; Beslagi¢ 1965, p. 119, fig. 6; Wenzel 1965, PL.
XXVI, 15; Vuci¢, Uglesic 2014, p. 75; Palameta 2020,
p. 104, fig. 8; p. 105.

174 Beslagi¢ 1965, p. 119, fig. 6.

15 Vego 1954, p. 17, PL. XVIII, fig. 36; Vuci¢, Uglesi¢
2014, p. 78.

176 Medi¢ 2017, p. 115; p. 116, fig. 101/4. The motif is

also frequently encountered on textile products, and

its occurrence on ste¢ci may therefore be interpreted
as a reflection of folk art (Benac 1952, p. 39; Beslagic¢

1982, p. 168; Perki¢ 2017, p. 90). Combined with a

zigzag band, it forms a distinctive border motif char-

acteristic exclusively of monuments “from the area
extending from Ljubuski and Listica towards Mostar

and Konjic” (Mileti¢ 1982, p. 38).

In Western Plina, the richly decorated ste¢ak at Cevel-

juSa—the most elaborately ornamented example in the

Plina area—bears on its front face a cross with leaf-

shaped arm terminals and a rectangular recess at the

base of the lower arm. Two further monuments from
the same area display incised crosses of the Greek and

Latin types (Tomasovi¢ 2008a, p. 126; Tomasovic¢

2008b, pp. 175-176; Sunji¢ 2009, p. 147, fig. 12).
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Polumjesec

Polumjesec se pojavljuje Sest puta na pet stecaka
na Cetirima lokalitetima (T. II: 1 — 5): na ste¢cima
7, 12 (Misja Draga) i 56 (Zelenik) kao jedini motiv
te zajedno s drugim motivima na ste¢cima 23 (Vr-
bica) i 28 (Put uz Vrbicu). Po svojim dimenzijama i
donekle ,,viSem* reljefu moze se izdvojiti prikaz sa
sacuvanog ulomka stecka 56 (sl. 13). Kako se i ovaj
motiv ubraja medu najéesée motive na steccima,'”
opcenito je Cesta pojava i na donjoneretvanskim
ste¢cima.!” U Plini Zapadnoj evidentiran je na dva-
ma ste¢cima, zajedno s nekim drugim motivima.'s
Sagledano u cjelini, na prostoru Pline taj se motiv
pojavljuje osam puta na sedam stecaka.

S1. 13 - Ulomak ste¢ka 56 s motivom polumjeseca,
Zelenik, (foto: R. Marsi¢)
Fig. 13 - Fragment of stecak 56 with a crescent moon
motif, Zelenik, (photo: R. Marsic)

Kruzni vijenac

Ovaj se motiv na predmetnom podrucju javlja
Sest puta na Sest ste¢aka i pet lokaliteta, iskljuci-
vo u tordiranoj inacici (stecci 9 1 13/Misja Draga,
ste¢ak 24/Vrbica, stecak 28/Put uz Vrbicu, ste¢ak
31/Granica, stecak 37/Gariste). U ovu skupinu nisu
uvrsteni primjeri sa steCaka 14/Misja Draga i 54/

178 Perki¢ 2019, str. 189.

17 Tomasovié, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, str. 83, 96-97; Vola-
revi¢ 2020.

180 Tomasovi¢ 2008b, str. 178, sl. 16; Erak 2023, www.
klikploce.com.hr/udruga-oblicevac-ciscenje-nekropo-
le-stecaka-grebine-u-plini-donijelo-nekoliko-iznena-
denja/ [konzultirano 12. 4. 2024.].

depiction on the surviving fragment of stecak 56
may be singled out (Fig. 13). Since this motif also
belongs to the group of the most common motifs on
ste¢ci,!”® it is in general also a frequent occurrence
on the ste¢ci in the Lower Neretva region.!” In We-
stern Plina, it was recorded on two stecci, together
with certain other motifs.'*° Viewed as a whole, this
motif occurs eight times on seven steéci in the Plina
area.

The circular wreath

In the area in question this motif occurs six ti-
mes on six steéci and five sites, exclusively in the
twisted variant (ste¢ci 9 and 13/Misja Draga, stecak
24/Vrbica, stecak 28/Put uz Vrbicu, ste¢ak 31/Gra-
nica, ste¢ak 37/Gariste). Not included in this group
are the examples on steéci 14/Misja Draga and 54/
Zelenik, although they are designated as twisted
wreaths in the literature.'®! Namely, it has also been
suggested that the motif on stecak 14 should be inter-
preted as a whirling rosette.!®? Given the noticeable
differences in the execution of the various examples
of this motif (Pl. II: 6-12),'* particularly the fact
that the motifs on ste¢ci 14 and 54 closely resemble
whirling rosettes in their form!'®* (P1. 1I: 8, 11), the
author is likewise inclined to favour this interpreta-
tion. The depictions of twisted wreaths that occur
together with other motifs are of smaller dimensi-
ons (P1. II: 10, 12), whereas those depicted as inde-
pendent motifs are executed in somewhat ‘higher’
relief (P1. II: 6-7, 9). Some of these representations
may also be interpreted as stone basins (as they en-
circle shallow circular depressions), frequently re-
presented on the ste¢ci of Herzegovina,'® and inter-
preted as receptacles intended to hold holy water!¢
or offerings of food and drink for the deceased.'®

178 Perki¢ 2019, p. 189.

17 Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, pp. 83, 96-97; Vola-
revi¢ 2020.

180 Tomasovi¢ 2008b, p. 178, fig. 16; Erak 2023, www.
klikploce.com.hr/udruga-oblicevac-ciscenje-nekro-
pole-stecaka-grebine-u-plini-donijelo-nekoliko-izne-
nadenja/ (12/04/2024).

181 Milogevi¢, Suéur 2008, p. 700; Tomasovié, Perkié, Al-
duk 2008, pp. 83-84.

182 Sucur 2015a, p. 644.

183 The specimen from the Lokvica/Vrbica site is missing,
author’s note.

184 According to: Beslagi¢ 1982, p. 168.

185 Beslagic¢ 1982, p. 382.

186 Lozo 1990, p. 9.

187 Perki¢ 2019, p. 190.
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Zelenik, premda su u literaturi oznaceni kao tordira-
ni vijenci.'® Naime, za primjer sa stecka 14 postoji
i misljenje da je rije¢ o virovitoj rozeti.'®? Imajuéi u
vidu primjetne razlike u nac¢inu oblikovanja pred-
metnih ina¢ica ovog motiva (T. II: 6 — 12),'*3 od ko-
jih primjeri sa ste¢aka 14 i 54 nac¢inom oblikovanja
nalikuju virovitim rozetama'®* (T. II: 8, 11), autorica
je takoder sklona potonjem misljenju. Prikazi tordi-
ranih vijenaca koji se pojavljuju zajedno s drugim
motivima manjih su dimenzija (T. II: 10, 12), dok
su samostalni prikazi izvedeni u donekle ,,viSem*
reljefu (T. II: 6 — 7, 9). Pojedine je prikaze mogu-
¢e sagledati i kao kamenice (obrubljuju pli¢a kruz-
na udubljenja), ucestalo zastupljene na steccima u
Hercegovini,'® a pretpostavlja se da su sluzile kao
recipijent za blagoslovljenu vodu'® ili hranu i pic¢e
namijenjene pokojniku.'®” Tordirani vijenac opéeni-
to se ¢esto javlja na donjoneretvanskim ste¢cima,'s®
s tim da nije zabiljeZen u Plini Zapadnoj. Primjeri
s dvaju ste¢aka u StaSevici pojavljuju se zajedno s
motivima polumjeseca i zvijezda, znatno su finije i
pravilnije izvedeni te su ve¢ih dimenzija, a kako je
utvrdeno, produkt su jedne radionice koja je svoje-
dobno djelovala na Sirem podru¢ju od Makarskog
primorja do Ljubuskog.'®

Oruzje

Ova se grupa motiva javlja Sest puta na Cetirima
ste¢cima na Cetirima lokalitetima: u vidu dvaju ma-
Ceva (ste¢ak 23 u Vrbici), Stita s macem (ste¢ak 28,
Put uz Vrbicu), stita i noza (na razli¢itim plohama
stecka 36 s Granice) te pojedinaénog maca s reme-
nom (stecak 41, Ograde) (T. I: 8 — 11).

Prikaz dvaju maceva s gornje plohe ste¢ka 23
dio je kompozicije koja taj spomenik ¢ini vizualno
najatraktivnijim ste¢kom s prostora Pline Isto¢ne, a
sam je spomenik ujedno i jedini primjerak s ukrasi-

181 MiloSevi¢, Suéur 2008, str. 700; Tomasovi¢, Perki¢,
Alduk 2008, str. 83—84.

182 Suéur 2015a, str. 644.

183 Nedostaje primjer s polozaja Lokvice/Vrbica, op. a.

184 Prema: BeSlagi¢ 1982, str. 168.

185 Beslagi¢ 1982, str. 382.

186 T0z0 1990, str. 9.

187 Perki¢ 2019, str. 190.

188 Tomasovi¢ 2008a, str. 126. Evidentiran je na tek Ceti-
rima ste¢cima zapadnog dubrovackog podrucja, u tor-
diranoj inacici (Perki¢ 2019, str. 190). Ne javlja se na
ste¢cima Makarskog primorja (Tomasovi¢ 2008a, str.
126).

189 Alduk 2011, str. 176-177.

The twisted wreath is generally a common motif on
the stecci in the Lower Neretva region,'®® though it
has not been recorded in Western Plina. The exam-
ples on two stecci in Stasevica occur in combinati-
on with crescent and star motifs and are executed
with considerably greater precision, regularity and
larger dimensions. As previously established, they
are the products of a single stone-carving workshop
that was active across a wider area extending from
the Makarska littoral to the Ljubuski region.'®

Weapons

This group of motifs occurs six times on four
ste¢ci, at four sites: in the form of two swords
(ste¢ak 23 at Vrbica), a shield with a sword (stecak
28, Put uz Vrbicu), a shield and a knife (on differ-
ent faces of ste¢ak 36 from Granica), and a single
sword with a belt (stecak 41, Ograde). P1. I: 8-11.

The depiction of two swords on the upper sur-
face of ste¢ak 23 is part of a composition of motifs
that makes this monument the visually most attrac-
tive ste¢ak of the Eastern Plina area and the only
specimen decorated across its entire upper surface.
The composition is dominated by two long swords
with globular pommels and straight crossguards, a
motif that, within the context of ste¢ci, is generally
interpreted as a symbol of authority or noble sta-
tus.'® As this monument differs from the majori-
ty of the remaining examples not only in its orna-
mentation but also in its dimensions and quality of
workmanship, it may be assumed that it was intend-
ed for a prominent member of the community. In
this context, the motifs accompanying the swords
(a star/rosette and a crescent) may be interpreted as
an additional indication of the “higher social status
of its owner.”"*! No other ste¢ci have been recorded
at the site, although it is impossible to determine
with certainty whether others originally existed. A
distinctive feature of the decorative composition
suggests the possibility that the monument marked
a double burial. A dividing line, in the form of a

18 Tomasovi¢ 2008a, p. 126. The motif has been recorded
on only four stecci in the western area of Dubrovnik,
where it appears in the twisted variant (Perki¢ 2019, p.
190). It does not occur on the stecci of the Makarska
Littoral (Tomasovi¢ 2008a, p. 126).

189 Alduk 2011, pp. 176-177.

190 Alduk 2012, p. 119. These are characteristic late medi-
eval swords of the 14" and 15" centuries. (Tomasovi¢
2008a, p. 125; Perki¢ 2019, p. 182).

191 Alduk 2012, p. 119.
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ma preko cijele plohe. Prikazom dominiraju dugac-
ki macevi s jabucastim zavrSetcima drski i ravnim
nakrsnicama, ¢ija se pojava u kontekstu ste¢aka
uglavnom tumaci kao oznaka vlasti ili plemstva.'®
Budu¢i da se taj ste¢ak izdvaja od vecine preosta-
lih, ne samo ukrasavanjem nego i dimenzijama te
kvalitetom izrade, moze se pretpostaviti da je bio
namijenjen istaknutijem ¢lanu zajednice. U tom
je kontekstu popratne motive maceva (zvijezda/
rozeta, polumjesec) moguce sagledati kao svojevr-
snu dodatnu potvrdu ,,viSega druStvenog polozaja
njezina vlasnika“.'”! Na lokalitetu nisu evidentira-
ni drugi steéci, a je li ih prvobitno bilo, tesko je sa
sigurno$c¢u kazati. Specifican detalj u kompoziciji
motiva upucuje na moguénost da stecak oznacava
grob s dvojnim ukopom. Naime, po sredini gornje
ukrasene plohe pruza se razdjelna linija, odnosno
uzi zlijeb koji plohu dijeli na dva jednaka uzduz-
na polja ukrasena identi¢nim motivima.'*> Prema
sadasnjem stupnju istrazenosti Cini se da zlijeb u
funkciji razdjelnice dosad nije evidentiran na spo-
menicima donjoneretvanskog pojasa,'”> premda,
gledano u cjelini, nije rijetka pojava na ste¢cima'*
(crtez 3, sl. 14).

Donekle slicna pojava nalazi se na tzv. ploca-
stom sljemenjaku u pojasu Stasevice (Grebine iznad
Jezerca):'s sredi$njim bridom njegove gornje plohe

190 Alduk 2012, str. 119. Rije¢ je o karakteristiénim ka-
snosrednjovjekovnim macevima 14. i 15. st. (Tomaso-
vi¢ 2008a, str. 125; Perki¢ 2019, str. 182).

1 Alduk 2012, str. 119.

192 Postoji mi§ljenje da takvo definiranje plohe oznacava
dvojni grob (Beslagi¢ 1962a, str. 93; Wenzel 1965, str.
19; Raki¢ 1984, str. 49, T. 1, 2; str. 50; Perki¢ 2017, str.
95).

19 Benac 1953, str. 60-65; Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk

2008, str. 83-85, 96-97; Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Per-

ki¢ 2012a, str. 845-847; Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Perki¢

2012b, str. 868—871; Volarevi¢ 2020. Autorica je pri
terenskim izvidima zabiljezila tek jedan primjer koji
bi mogao predstavljati razdjelnicu; po sredini gornje
plohe jednog ste¢ka u Provicu nalazi se uzi ,,zlijeb",

a njegovom duzinom i manja nepravilna udubljenja

(Maljkovi¢ 2008Db, str. 107, sl. 78); medutim, kako su

na plohi vidljive i prirodne pli¢e pukotine, mozda je

rije¢ o prirodnoj pojavi.

Beslagi¢ 1970, str. 154. Neki od primjera razdjelnica:

Konavle (Perki¢ 2017, str. 95), Ljubuski (Vego 1954,

T. VI), Siroki Brijeg (Benac 1952, T. 1, 1), Boljuni

(Perki¢ 2017, str. 95), Hodovo (Beslagi¢ 1970, str.

154). Ponekad se uzduzno po sredini plohe pruzaju i

bordure u vidu tordiranog uzeta ili Sire trake (Wenzel

1965, T. 1, 23-30, T. 11, 24, 20).

195 Kaer 1887, str. 26, sl. 9; Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk

194

narrow groove, extends along the centre of the dec-
orated upper surface, dividing it into two equal lon-
gitudinal fields decorated with identical motifs.!"
According to the current state of research, it appears
that such a groove, functioning as a divider, has
not yet been recorded on monuments in the Low-
er Neretva region,'” although, when viewed more
broadly, it is not an uncommon feature on steéci in
general.’* (Drawing 3; Fig. 14)

A somewhat comparable example is found on
the so-called slab-shaped gabled stecak from the
Stasevica area (Grebine above Jezerac),'”> where
the central ridge of the upper surface is accentuat-
ed by a raised twisted band or plastic rib, while the
shallow gabled surfaces are divided by an identical
rhomboid pattern into several undecorated fields.

With regard to the swords, the closest geograph-
ical parallel for the depiction in question is provid-
ed by a displaced stecak from nearby Desne, whose
upper surface bears two identically positioned
swords, although in this case without the accompa-
nying motifs or the central dividing line."”® Another
noteworthy parallel is a slab from the Mostar area
decorated with two swords separated by a longitu-
dinal twisted band extending across the centre of

192 Tt has been suggested that such a division of the sur-
face denotes a double grave (Beslagi¢ 1962a, p. 93;
Wenzel 1965, p. 19; Raki¢ 1984, p. 49, PL. 1, 2; p. 50;
Perki¢ 2017, p. 95).

199 Benac 1953, pp. 60-65; Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk

2008, pp. 83-85, 96-97; Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Perki¢

2012a, pp. 845-847; Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Perki¢

2012b, pp. 868-871; Volarevi¢ 2020. During field
surveys, the present author recorded only a single ex-

ample that might represent a central dividing line. A

narrow ‘groove’ extends along the centre of the up-

per surface of one ste¢ak at Provi¢, accompanied by

a series of smaller irregular depressions (Maljkovic¢

2008b, p. 107, Fig. 78). However, since naturally oc-

curring shallow fissures are also visible on the surface,
this feature may equally represent a natural phenome-
non.

Beslagi¢ 1970, p. 154. Some examples of dividing

lines: Konavle (Perki¢ 2017, p. 95), Ljubuski (Vego

1954, P1. VI), Siroki Brijeg (Benac 1952, P1. 1, 1), Bol-

juni (Perki¢ 2017, p. 95), Hodovo (Beslagi¢ 1970, p.

154). Sometimes borders in the form of a twisted rope

or a wider band also run lengthwise along the middle

of the face (Wenzel 1965, P1. 1, 23-30, P1. II, 2-4, 20).

195 Kaer 1887, p. 26, fig. 9; Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk

2008, p. 83.

Bozani¢-Bezi¢ 1965, pp. 173—174; Tomasovié, Perkic,

Alduk 2008, p. 85.

194
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S1. 14 - Stec¢ak 23 u Vrbici, (foto: B. Maljkovi¢)
Fig. 14 - Stecak 23 in Vrbica, (photo: B. Maljkovic)

proteze se reljefno uze ili svojevrsno plasti¢no za-
debljanje, a plitka su sljemena istovjetnim romboid-
nim uzorkom podijeljena u vise neukrasenih polja.

Sto se ti¢e maceva, prostorno najbliza paralela
za predmetni prikaz dolazi iz nedalekih Desana, s
gornje stranice dislociranog stecka na kojoj se na-
lazi prikaz dvaju identi¢no pozicioniranih maceva,
u ovom slucaju bez popratnih motiva i razdjelne
linije."® Zanimljiva je i jedna ploca s prostora Mo-
stara, ukraSena dvama macevima izmedu kojih se
uzduzno, po sredini plohe, pruza i tordirano uze.'"’
S istog podrucja dolaze i idejno srodne paralele u
smislu podjele gornjih ploha stecaka na dva identic-
no ukraSena polja, s razdjelnicom i bordurama,'*® a
sli¢ni su primjeri zastupljeni i u ljubuskom kraju,'”

na Radimlji,® na podru¢ju Sirokog Brijega®' i
Imotskoga.?**

2008, str. 83.

19 Bozani¢-Bezi¢ 1965, str. 173—174; Tomasovi¢, Perkié,
Alduk 2008, str. 85.

97 Wenzel 1965, T. LVII, 3. Jo$ neki primjeri kombina-
cije maca, polumjeseca i(ili) zvijezda (rozeta), pone-
kad i s nekim drugim motivima, iz dubljeg zaleda:
Benac 1952, T. XXI, 29; Beslagi¢ 1961, str. 185, sl.
30; Wenzel 1965, T. LVI, 7, 9, 12; T. LVII, 4. Prikaz
dvaju maceva vjerojatno se nalazi i na jednom stecku
s dubrovackog podrucja (Perki¢ 2012, str. 27). Kom-
binacija maca (u ruci) i polumjeseca prikazana je i na
nadgrobnoj plo¢i na Kozjaku (Alduk 2012, str. 117).

198 Wenzel 1965, str. 24; T. 1, 26. Sli¢no i: T. I, 30.

199 Vego 1954, str. 9, T. VI, 12; T. XLII, 84.

200 Benac 1950, T. XXV, 51.

201 Benac 1953, T. 1, 1; T. 11, 3.

202 Wenzel 1964, T. 11, 8.

the surface."” Conceptually related examples from
the same region likewise exhibit upper surfaces di-
vided into two identically decorated fields by a cen-
tral divider and bordered by framing bands.!*® Com-
parable examples are also known from the Ljubuski
area,'” at Radimlja,?® as well as in the areas of Si-
roki Brijeg®®! and Imotski.?”

The closest parallel for the single sword depicted
on stecak 41 at Ograde (Pl. I: 11) is found among
the depictions of swords on monuments from the
Ljubuski area.”®” It belongs to the same sword type
as the one depicted on stecak 23, although the
example on stec¢ak 41 additionally includes a belt.

On stecak 28, the sword is depicted together
with a shield, above which are a twisted wreath and,
opening towards it, a crescent. Attention should be
drawn here to a detail visible in the drawing of this
monument (Drawing 4). Namely, in addition to the
motifs already described, the drawing—more spe-
cifically, the shield—appears to show a dagger with
a curved hilt and a curved lower part of the blade,
giving the impression of a type of sabre. However,
the possibility that the shield actually bears the de-
piction of a sabre remains highly speculative. The
weathered surface and the execution of the decora-
tion in extremely shallow relief render this motif, if
it is indeed present, virtually illegible. Furthermore,
given that the sabre is otherwise unknown as a mo-
tif on steéci in this context, such an interpretation
should be treated with considerable caution.?* The

197 Wenzel 1965, Pl. LVII, 3. Some further examples of
the combination of sword, crescent and/or stars (ro-
settes), sometimes with certain other motifs, from the
deeper hinterland: Benac 1952, P1. XXI, 29; Beslagi¢
1961, p. 185, fig. 30; Wenzel 1965, Pl. LVI, 7, 9, 12;
PL. LVII, 4. A depiction of two swords probably also
occurs on a stecak from the Dubrovnik region (Perkic¢
2012, p. 27). The combination of a sword (held in the
hand) and a crescent is likewise represented on a grave
slab at Kozjak (Alduk 2012, p. 117).

198 Wenzel 1965, p. 24; PI. 1, 26. Similarly: PI. I, 30.

19 Vego 1954, p. 9, PL. VI, 12; P1. XLII, 84.

200 Benac 1950, P1. XXV, 51.

201 Benac 1953, PL. 1, 1; PL. 11, 3.

202 Wenzel 1964, PI. 11, 8.

203 Tomasovi¢ 2011b, p. 308, fn. 35.

2% The sabre is an exceptionally rare motif on stecci
(Beslagi¢ 1954a, p. 180) and, when depicted together
with a shield, occurs exclusively as a substitute for the
sword, as exemplified by the stecci of Popovo Polje,
described as a “unique occurrence on the stecci of
Bosnia and Herzegovina” (Beslagi¢ 1966, pp. 75, 92;
p. 121, Fig. 33; p. 145, Fig. 80). Among the few other
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Za pojedinac¢ni mac na stecku 41 na Ogradi (T.
I: 11) paralela je povucena s prikazima maceva na
ljubuskim spomenicima.’”® Rije¢ je o istom tipu
maca kao i na ste¢ku 23, s tim da primjer sa stecka
41 ima dodatak u vidu remena.

Na ste¢ku 28 mac dolazi zajedno sa Stitom, a
iznad njih izvedeni su tordirani vijenac i prema nje-
mu otvoren polumjesec. Ovdje se treba osvrnuti na
detalj s crteza spomenutog stecka (crtez 4).

Naime, uz navedene motive, na crtezu se, tocni-
je na $titu, razabire i bodeZ povijene drske i donjeg
dijela sjeciva koji, €ini se, podsjeéa na vrstu sablje.
Medutim, moguénost da je na Stitu prikazana sablja
ostaje na razini vrlo tanke pretpostavke. Oste¢enost
plohe i izvedba u tehnici vrlo plitkog reljefa taj mo-
tiv, ako uopée postoji, ¢ine necitkim. Imajuéi nada-
lje u vidu da motiv sablje u predoc¢enom kontekstu
nije poznat na ste¢cima, navedeno treba uzeti s veli-
kom zadrskom.?** Mac je postavljen iza $tita, a nje-
gov se vrh ne razabire, mozda zbog loSe ocuvanosti,
ili uopée nije naznacen.” Sto se tice prikaza Stita,
rije¢ je o njegovoj pravokutnoj inacici s kosom gor-
njom stranicom i utorom za koplje.?* Rubovi $tita

203 Tomasovi¢ 2011b, str. 308, bilj. 35.
204 Sablja je iznimno rijetka pojava na ste¢cima (BeSlagi¢
1954a, str. 180), a zajedno sa §titom dolazi iskljucivo
kao zamjena macu, poput primjera na ste¢cima Popo-
va polja oznacenih kao ,,jedinstvena pojava na stecci-
ma Bosne i Hercegovine* (Beslagi¢ 1966, str. 75, 92;
str. 121, sl. 33; str. 145, sl. 80). Od jo$ nekih poznatih
primjera, sablja se nalazi i na devastiranoj nadgrobnoj
ploci iz 18. st., kod Solina, radenoj ,,u maniri ste¢aka i
srednjovjekovnih nadgrobnih plo¢a“ (Alduk 2012, str.
120, bilj. 20). Spominje se i krizina u blizini Slanog,
mozda ukrasena sabljom (Beslagi¢ 1971, str. 91), no
to nije potvrdeno u recentnoj literaturi (,,Takva krizina
tijekom zadnjih pregleda nije pronadena, a upitno je
je lirijec o stecku u obliku krizine ili viSe puta spomi-
njanim krizevima s jabukama na kraju krakova, s kraja
19. stoljeca.” — Perki¢ 2019, str. 111). Savinuti mac
na $titu dolazi s nadgrobne plo¢e u Mlinima, nastale
vjerojatno pod utjecajem ploca dubrovacke vlastele, te
nema izravne veze s kulturom ste¢aka (Fiskovi¢ 1961,
str. 164—165). O razlici izmedu nadgrobnih ploca i ste-
¢aka vidi Tomasovi¢ 2007, str. 23-26, 64.
Rezultati radiokarbonskih analiza pokazali su da je
groblje sa stecCkom 28 ponovno koristeno za ukapanje
u ranom novom vijeku (Suéur, Maljkovi¢ 2017, str.
99-100), a rezultati antropoloske analize oCuvanih
ljudskih osteoloskih ostataka da je u grobu pod ste¢-
kom 28 (G6) pokopano najmanje Sest muskih osoba
(Andelinovi¢ et al. 2013, str. 145; Suéur 2015b, str.
557).
206 Prema nekim autorima takvi se Stitovi pojavljuju u
Europi od 12./13. st., ali postoji i misljenje da se ne

205

sword is positioned behind the shield, and its tip is
not discernible, either due to poor preservation or
because it was never represented at all.?® The shield
itself belongs to the rectangular type with a sloping
upper edge and a notch for a spear.? The edges of
the shield are enforced with a twisted band, a fea-
ture that is not uncommon in depictions of this type
of shield on stec¢ci. Another striking detail is its ro-
tated orientation: rather than being shown upright,
the shield is depicted in what may be described as
a rotated position. Field survey established that this
variant of shield, with edges rendered as a twisted
band, represents the only known example on the
ste¢ci of Plina and StaSevica.””” Considered wit-

known examples, a sabre also appears on a damaged
18"-century grave slab near Solin, made “in the man-
ner of stecci and medieval grave slabs” (Alduk 2012,
p. 120, fn. 20). A cross-shaped monument near Slano
has likewise been reported as possibly decorated with
a sabre (Beslagi¢ 1971, p. 91); however, this has not
been confirmed in the recent literature (“Such a cross-
shaped monument was not identified during the most
recent surveys, and it remains uncertain whether the
reference concerns a cross-shaped ste¢ak or the re-
peatedly mentioned late 19"-century crosses pommé
“ (Perki¢ 2019, p. 111). A bent sword depicted on a
shield occurs on a grave slab from Mlini, probably
made under the influence of the grave slabs of the
Dubrovnik nobility, and therefore bears no direct con-
nection with the stecak tradition (Fiskovi¢ 1961, pp.
164—165). For the distinction between grave slabs and
stecci, see: Tomasovi¢ 2007, pp. 23-26, 64.
205 The results of radiocarbon analyses showed that the
cemetery with stecak 28 was reused for burials in the
early modern period (Suéur, Maljkovi¢ 2017, pp. 99—
100), and the results of anthropological analysis of the
preserved human osteological remains showed that at
least six male persons were buried in the grave beneath
steéak 28 (G6) (Andelinovié et al. 2013, p. 145; Suéur
2015b, p. 557).
According to some authors, such shields occur in
Europe from the 12%/13™ centuries, although another
view holds that they did not emerge before the 15™
century (Alduk 2008, pp. 50-51, fn. 41; Perki¢ 2019,
p. 182). In combination with a sword, they occur fre-
quently on ste¢ci in the hinterland, particularly in Her-
zegovina (Alduk 2011, p. 179; Perki¢ 2019, pp. 181—
182). This combination constitutes the most common
decorative motif on medieval funerary monuments of
the Makarska Littoral (Tomasovi¢ 2007, p. 67). It is
also frequently encountered on the stecci at Provic,
where shields reinforced with a twisted rope occur
sporadically (Benac 1953, pp. 6465, fig. b).
207 Tt is noteworthy that the depiction of a shield and sword
(together with a warrior) on one stec¢ak in StaSevica
(Kaer 1887, p. 28, Fig. 11; Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk

206
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ojacani su tordiranim uZetom, $to nije neuobicaje-
no u prikazima takvih Stitova na ste¢cima. Drugi
upecatljiv detalj ocituje se u njegovu zakrenutom
poloZzaju, odnosno nije prikazan uspravno, nego je,
uvjetno receno, ,,zarotiran“. Terenskim je izvidima
ustanovljeno da predmetna inacica Stita, s rubovima
izvedenim od tordiranog uzeta, predstavlja jedini
takav primjer na ste¢cima u Plini i Stasevici.?” Sa-
gledano u cjelini, na donjoneretvanskim je ste¢cima
kombinacija Stita i maca ¢eS¢e zastupljena na spo-
menicima lijeve obale Neretve, dok su na primjer-
cima s desne obale ucestaliji pojedinacni prikazi
oruzja.”®®

Istovjetna kombinacija (Stit s macem, polumje-
sec 1 tordirani vijenac) pojavljuje se i na jednom
stecku u peljeskom zaledu, u ovom slucaju sa srco-
likom inacicom S§tita i drukc¢ijim rasporedom ukra-
sa.?” Kao dio kompleksnije kompozicije, motivi
zastupljeni na ste¢ku 28 zajedno se pojavljuju i na
stecku iz ljubuskog kraja, s tim da su polumjesec i
tordirani vijenac vecih dimenzija i fine izvedbe.*'
U pogledu odabira motiva i razrade plohe ste¢ku 28
sli¢an je i jedan sanduk iz ljubuskog kraja ¢ija gor-
nja ploha sadrzava pravokutni $tit ojacan tordiranim
uzetom, ma¢, polumjesec i rozetu.!!

Drugi $tit naznacen je na gornjoj plohi ste¢ka 36
kao jedini prikaz, uz pretpostavku da izvorno nije
bilo drugih motiva. Pravokutnog je oblika, s blago
zaobljenim uglovima i ravnom gornjom stranicom,

javljaju prije 15. st. (Alduk 2008, str. 50-51, bilj. 41;
Perki¢ 2019, str. 182). U kombinaciji s macem cesto se
pojavljuju na ste¢cima u zaledu, narocito u Hercego-
vini (Alduk 2011, str. 179; Perki¢ 2019, str. 181-182).
Navedena je kombinacija najzastupljeniji motiv na
srednjovjekovnim nadgrobnim spomenicima u Ma-
karskom primorju (Tomasovi¢ 2007, str. 67). Cesto se
javlja i na ste¢cima u Provicu, sporadi¢no i stit oja¢an
tordiranim uzetom (Benac 1953, str. 64—65, sl. b).

207 Zanimljivo je da §tit s macem (zajedno s ratnikom) s
jednog stecka u Stasevici (Kaer 1887, str. 28, sl. 11;
Tomasovié, Perkic¢, Alduk 2008, str. 83) predstavlja je-
dini prikaz oruzja na tim ste¢cima (ako se izuzme Kae-
rov podatak o drugom stecku s ukrasima $tita i maca
(Kaer 1887, str. 21) koji, prema dostupnim podatcima,
nije registriran terenskim izvidima niti se spominje u
novijoj literaturi, op. a.

28 Volarevi¢ 2020.

2% Benac 1953, str. 65, sl. b, 7.

20 Vego 1954, T. XXV, 50; Alduk 2011, str. 177. I pro-
dukt ve¢ spomenute radionice koja je djelovala na Si-
rem podruéju od Makarskog primorja do Ljubuskog
(Alduk 2011, str. 176-177).

2 Vego 1954, T. VI, sl. 11; Wenzel 1965, T. XXV, 2.

hin the broader corpus of the ste¢ci of the Lower
Neretva area, the combination of shield and sword
occurs more frequently on monuments situated on
the left bank of the Neretva, whereas isolated depic-
tions of weapons predominate on monuments from
the right bank.?*

An identical combination (shield with sword,
crescent and twisted wreath) also occurs on a ste-
¢ak in the PeljeSac hinterland, in this case with a
heart-shaped variant of the shield and a different
arrangement of the ornaments.?” As part of a more
elaborate decorative composition, the same combi-
nation of motifs found on stecak 28 also appears on
a stecak from the Ljubuski area, yet the crescent and
the twisted wreath are of larger dimensions and fine
execution.”!? In terms of both motif selection and
the workmanship of the decorated surface, stecak
28 is also similar to a chest from the Ljubuski area,
whose upper surface is decorated with a rectangular
shield reinforced with a twisted band, a sword, a
crescent and a rosette.!!

A second shield is indicated on the upper sur-
face of stecak 36, as the only motif, assuming that
no other motifs were originally present. It is rectan-
gular in shape with slightly rounded corners and
a straight upper side, narrowing slightly towards
the lower one and thus approaching a trapezoidal
form (PL. I: 10). Notably, it is depicted in a rotated
orientation, as is the shield on stec¢ak 28. Shields
depicted without an accompanying sword are rela-
tively uncommon on stecci and are characteristic
primarily of the narrow coastal zone, particularly
in their heart-shaped variant,>'? as exemplified by
the monument at Ceveljusa in Western Plina.?" Ne-
vertheless, isolated depictions of rectangular shield

2008, p. 83) represents the only depiction of weaponry
recorded on the steéci at this site, if Kaer’s reference
to another stecak decorated with a shield and sword
is not taken into account (Kaer 1887, p. 21), which,
according to the available evidence, has neither been
documented during subsequent field surveys nor men-
tioned in more recent literature, author’s note.

28 Volarevi¢ 2020.

209 Benac 1953, p. 65, fig. b, 7.

210 Vego 1954, Pl. XXV, 50; Alduk 2011, p. 177. Also a
product of the aforementioned workshop that was ac-
tive in the wider area extending from the Makarska
Littoral to Ljubuski (Alduk 2011, pp. 176-177).

2 Vego 1954, Pl. VI, fig. 11; Wenzel 1965, P1. XXV, 2.

212 Mileti¢ 1982, p. 62.

213 Tomasovi¢ 2008b, p. 177, figs. 14-15; Sunjié¢ 2009, p.
144; p. 145, fig. 11.
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Sl. 15 - Motiv na uzduznoj plohi ste¢ka 36, Granica,
(foto: B. Maljkovi¢)
Fig. 15 - Motif on the longitudinal side of stecak 36,
Granica, (photo: B. Maljkovié)

a blago se suzava prema donjoj stranici i priblizava
trapezoidnom obliku (T. I: 10). Zanimljivo je da je
,zarotiran“ kao i primjer $tita na ste¢ku 28. Stit bez
maca rijetka je pojava na ste¢cima, karakteristi¢na
za uzi primorski pojas i njegovu srcoliku inaéicu,*?
poput primjera u Ceveljusi, u Plini Zapadnoj.'® Me-
dutim, poznati su i samostalni prikazi njegovih pra-
vokutnih ina¢ica.?'* Oblikovno je srodan pojedinim
Stitovima sa stecaka peljeSkog zaleda,?® a donekle
1 primjerima s dubrovackog podruc¢ja, u pogledu
ravnih gornjih stranica i zaobljenijih uglova.*'® Po-
tonja je karakteristika osnovno oblikovno svojstvo
pravokutnih inacica $titova na ste¢cima s Popova.?'’

Posljednji primjer iz ove grupe motiva, najvje-
rojatnije noz (sl. 15), nalazi se na uzduznoj plohi
stecka 36. Pojedinacna analogija za taj motiv nije
pronadena, no stecak 36 prethodno je doveden u
vezu s jednim sandukom na Bijaci.?’® S ljubuskog
podrucja dolaze i drugi primjeri stecaka ¢ije uzduz-

212 Mileti¢ 1982, str. 62.

213 Tomasovi¢ 2008b, str. 177, sl. 14—15; Sunjié 2009, str.
144; str. 145, sl. 11.

214 Na steccima dubljeg zaleda (Benac 1950, T. X1V, 29;
XXXIV, 71; Beslagi¢ 1962a, str. 93; Beslagi¢ 1965,
str. 155; Beslagi¢ 1966, str. 107, sl. 5), a nalazi se i na
nadgrobnoj plo¢i na Kozjaku (Alduk 2012, str. 117,
kat. br. 2).

215 Benac 1953, T. 1V, 2; T. V, 2.

216 Perki¢ 2019, T. 11, 5, 6; T. 111, 1. Nijedan §tit nije prika-
zan pojedinacno i vec¢ih su dimenzija, op. a.

217 Beslagi¢ 1966, str. 75.

218 Vidjeti: str. 29, op. a.

variants are also known.?*. In terms of form, this
example is closely related to certain shield repre-
sentations on steéci from the Peljesac hinterland®'
and, to some extent, to examples from the Dubrov-
nik region, particularly in the straight upper edge
and more rounded upper corners.?!® The latter cha-
racteristic is, moreover, the defining morphological
feature of rectangular shields depicted on the stecci
of Popovo.?"”

The last example in this group of motifs, most
probably representing a knife (Fig. 15), is found on
the longitudinal face of stecak 36. No direct parallel
has been identified for this motif, however, stecak
36 has previously been associated with a chest at Bi-
jaca.”'® Other examples from the Ljubuski area also
display representations of various types of weapons
on their longitudinal faces, most commonly swords
in the case of the monuments at Bijaca.?"

To complete the overview of weapon motifs on
the ste¢ci of the Plina region, it is worth recalling, in
light of this new discovery,? the richly decorated
ste¢ak at Ceveljua.”?' In addition to the previously
mentioned relief depiction of a heart-shaped shi-
eld on a ste¢ak from the same site, this stecak is of
particular importance because it was discovered in
situ in an overturned position, with its upper surface
lying face down on the ground. Although it was not
previously possible to confirm whether this surface
was also decorated, the ornamentation preserved on
its remaining faces suggested that it was likely to
bear decoration as well, a supposition that has since

214 On the stecci in the deeper hinterland (Benac 1950, P1.
X1V, 29; XXXV, 71; Beslagi¢ 1962a, p. 93; Beslagic¢
1965, p. 155; Beslagi¢ 1966, p. 107, fig. 5), the motif
also occurs on the grave slab at Kozjak (Alduk 2012,
p. 117, cat. no. 2).

215 Benac 1953, P1. 1V, 2; P1. V, 2.

216 Perkié¢ 2019, P1. 11, 5, 6; P1. II1, 1. None of the shields
is depicted individually, and all are of relatively large
dimensions, author’s note.

217 Beslagi¢ 1966, p. 75.

218 See: p. 29, author’s note.

219 Vego 1954, P1. XIX, 38; Pl. XX1, 42, P1. XXTV, 48.

20 Erak 2023, www.klikploce.com.hr/udruga-oblice-
vac-ciscenje-nekropole-stecaka-grebine-u-plini-doni-
jelo-nekoliko-iznenadenja/ (12/04/2024). As the pres-
ent author participated in repositioning the stecak to its
original position, she is familiar with the decoration of
its upper surface. At that time, a sword, a crescent and
a rosette were identified, author’s note.

21 Tomasovi¢ 2008b, p. 177, figs. 14-15; Sunjié¢ 2009, p.
138, fig. 4.
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ne plohe sadrzavaju prikaze razli¢itog oruzja, medu
kojima na Bijaci prevladavaju prikazi maceva.?"”

Kako bi se zaokruzila zastupljenost motiva oruz-
ja na steécima u pojasu Pline, uz ranije spomenuti
reljefni srcoliki §tit na ste¢ku u Ceveljusi, u svjetlu
novog otkri¢a,?? treba jo§ jednom podsjetiti na bo-
gato ukraSeni stecak s istog lokaliteta,??! koji je pro-
naden preokrenut, s gornjom plohom polozenom na
tlo. Iako tada nije bilo moguc¢e potvrditi da je i ta
stranica ukrasena, imajuci u vidu ukrasenost njego-
vih preostalih ploha, dalo se pretpostaviti da i ona
sadrzi ukrase, $to se pokazalo to¢nim. Iz nedavno
objavljene fotografije**? razabire se da zastupljeni
motivi nisu dobro ocuvani, a mogu se prepoznati
pravokutni §tit ravne gornje stranice i zaobljenijih
gornjih uglova, koji vjerojatno zauzima veéi dio
plohe, te iza §tita vertikalno polozen maé. Stit je
nadalje dijagonalnom trakom podijeljen na dva se-
gmenta ukraSena Sesterokrakom zvijezdom (Seste-
rolisnom rozetom) i polumjesecom, motivima koji
u cjelini predstavljaju najcesc¢e oznake na Stitovima
sa stecaka.

Stit koji sadrzava odredene oznake u kontekstu
stecaka katkad se moze promatrati kao vid dodat-
nog naglasavanja posebnog statusa pokojnika, kao
Sto je, primjerice, protumacen §tit s jednog stecka
kod Vrgorca zbog oznaka kojima se izdvaja od osta-
lih $titova s tog prostora.?**

Vjerojatno se isto moze re¢i i za navedeni pri-
mjer iz Pline Zapadne, narocito imajuci u vidu ukra-
Senost svih njegovih ploha, po ¢emu se izdvaja ne
samo od preostalih spomenika na samom nalazistu
veé, u cjelini, i od preostalih stecaka u pojasu Pline.

9 Vego 1954, T. XIX, 38; T. XXI, 42, T. XXIV, 48.

220 Erak 2023, www.klikploce.com.hr/udruga-oblicevac-
ciscenje-nekropole-stecaka-grebine-u-plini-donije-
lo-nekoliko-iznenadenja/ [konzultirano 12. 4. 2024.].
Buduci da je autorica sudjelovala u postavljanju stecka
u njegov prvobitni polozaj, poznata joj je ukrasenost
njegove gornje plohe, s napomenom da su tada uoceni
mac, polumjesec i rozeta, op. a.

21 Tomasovi¢ 2008b, str. 177, sl. 14—15; Sunjié 2009, str.

138, sl. 4.

Erak 2023, www.klikploce.com.hr/udruga-oblicevac-

ciscenje-nekropole-stecaka-grebine-u-plini-donijelo-

nekoliko-iznenadenja/ [konzultirano 12. 4. 2024.].

22 Alduk 2011, str. 179. Neki primjeri: Benac 1953, str.
65, sl. b, 11; str. 67, sl. ¢, 10; str. 71, sl. e, 3; Beslagic¢
1966, str. 107, sl. 5; str. 148, sl. 85; str. 153, sl. 95;
Perki¢ 2019, T. 1, 8; T. 11, 3, 5-6; T. 111, 3.

24 Alduk 2012, str. 179.
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been confirmed. A recently published photograph®?
shows that the motifs are poorly preserved; never-
theless, it is possible to distinguish a rectangular
shield with a straight upper side and rounded upper
corners, probably occupying most of the surface,
together with a vertically positioned sword placed
behind it. The shield is further divided by a diago-
nal band into two fields decorated with a six-poin-
ted star (six-petalled rosette) and a crescent, motifs
which together constitute the most common depic-
tion on shields on ste¢ci.??

A shield bearing particular marks may, in the
context of stecci, in certain cases be interpreted as
an additional means of emphasising the elevated
status of the deceased. Such an interpretation has,
for example, been proposed for the shield depicted
on a stecak near Vrgorac, whose distinctive marks
set it apart from other examples in the area.?**

The same interpretation may also be applicable
to the aforementioned example from Western Plina,
particularly in view of the decoration covering all
of its faces. This feature distinguishes it not only
from the remaining monuments at the site itself but
also, more broadly, from the other stec¢ci in the Plina
region.

At present, this completes the corpus of weapon
motifs identified on the stecci of the Plina region.
Such motifs occur a total of eight times on six mo-
numents, comprising three depictions of swords,
two representations of a shield paired with a sword,
and one example each of an isolated rectangular
shield, a heart-shaped shield and a type of dagger
(possibly a knife).??

The rosette (star/flower) ?*

On the stecci in question this motif occurs in the
form of two six-pointed stars (six-petalled rosettes),

22 Erak 2023, www.klikploce.com.hr/udruga-oblice-
vac-ciscenje-nekropole-stecaka-grebine-u-plini-doni-
jelo-nekoliko-iznenadenja/ (12/04/2024).

225 Alduk 2011, p. 179. Some examples: Benac 1953, p.
65, fig. b, 11; p. 67, fig. ¢, 10; p. 71, fig. e, 3; Beslagi¢
1966, p. 107, fig. 5; p. 148, fig. 85; p. 153, fig. 95;
Perki¢ 2019, PL. 1, 8; P1. 11, 3, 5-6; PL III, 3.

24 Alduk 2012, p. 179.

225 All the swords have apple-shaped hilts and straight

crossguards. Spears also occur, as do two swords with-

in the composition depicting a wagon with a mounted
rider and a deer hunt on the ste¢ak from Ceveljusa (To-

masovi¢ 2008b, pp. 170-171).

In the context of ste¢ci, this term is used to denote the

motif of a star or a flower, two forms that are often

difficult to distinguish (Perki¢ 2019, p. 189).
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Ovime je zasad zaokruzena zastupljenost moti-
va oruzja na ste¢cima u Plini: javlja se ukupno osam
puta na Sest stecaka, od ¢ega macevi tri puta, Stit s
macem dva puta, a po jedanput samostalni pravo-
kutni §tit, srcoliki $tit i vrsta bodeza (mozda noz).??

Rozeta (zvijezda/cvijet) >

Ovaj se motiv na predmetnim ste¢cima javlja u
vidu dviju Sesterokrakih zvijezda (Sesterolisnih ro-
zeta) s krakovima (listovima) oblika romba na ste¢-
ku 23 iz Vrbice (T. II: 4). One predstavljaju najza-
stupljeniju inacicu tog motiva,??’ a pojavljuju se za-
jedno s motivima maceva i polumjeseca. I u ovom
je slucaju rije¢ o jednom od najucestalijih motiva na
ste¢cima,”® stoga nije rijetka pojava ni na donjone-
retvanskim ste¢cima.’” Ovoj skupini mozda pripa-
daju i prikazi sa ste¢aka 14 i 54, u smislu moguc¢no-
sti da je rije¢ o virovitim rozetama. Termin koristi
S. Beslagi¢ opisujuéi na¢ine predstavljanja motiva
zvijezde na ste¢cima: ,,Kod nekih zvijezda se kra-
kovi povijaju, pretvarajuci se tako u virovite roze-
te, koje se obi¢no smatraju predstavama sunca. >
Zajedno s primjerom sa ste¢ka u Plini Zapadnoj, na
ste¢cima Pline javlja se ukupno pet puta na ¢etirima
spomenicima.

Zenska figura

Shematski prikaz Zenskog lika na gornjoj plo-
hi ste¢ka 31 s Granice jedini je figuralni motiv na
ste¢cima u Plini Isto¢noj. Figura je prikazana u du-
gackoj haljini koja se neznatno $iri od struka te ima
ravan donji rub. Tordirana vrpca oko njezine glave,
jedini istaknuti detalj, asocira na kosu®' i ostav-

225 Svi macevi imaju jabucaste drske i ravne nakrsnice.
Takoder se javljaju i koplje te dva maca, u okviru pri-
kaza kola s konjanikom i lova na jelena, sa stecka u
Ceveljusi (Tomasovi¢ 2008b, str. 170-171).

226 QOvaj se naziv, u kontekstu stecaka, koristi za oznaca-
vanje motiva zvijezde ili cvijeta koje je u principu teze
razlikovati (Perki¢ 2019, str. 189).

27 Perki¢ 2019, str. 189. Desni je primjer teze uoéljiv, a
oblikom ,,latica viSe podsjeca na cvijet (T. II, 4), op.
a.

28 Perki¢ 2019, str. 189.

229 Volarevi¢ 2020.

20 Beslagic 1982, str. 168.

#1 Beslagi¢ 1982, str. 300. Tordirani vijenac oko glave
nije rijetka pojava kod predstavljanja ljudskih figu-
ra na ste¢cima (Benac 1950, T. VI, 12; T. VII, 14; T.
XXV, 50; T. XXXIII, 69; Benac 1953, str. 66; T. II,
2; T. 11, 1; Beslagi¢ 1965, str. 155; Raki¢ 1984, str.
49, T. 1, 2), a uCestalo se javlja u prikazima figura na

with thomboidal arms (petals), on stecak 23 from
Vrbica (Pl. II: 4). They represent the most common
variant of this motif’*” and occur together with de-
pictions of swords and a crescent. In this case as
well, it represents one of the most frequent motifs
on ste¢ci??® and is therefore not uncommon on the
ste¢ci of the Lower Neretva region.”?” The depicti-
ons on stecci 14 and 54 possibly also belong to this
group, in the sense that they may be interpreted as
whirling rosettes. This term is used by S. Beglagi¢
in describing variants of the star motif on stecci: “In
some stars the arms are curved, thus transforming
them into whirling rosettes, which are generally in-
terpreted as representations of the sun.”**° Together
with the example from the ste¢ak in Western Plina,
the motif occurs a total of five times on four monu-
ments in the Plina region.

The female figure

The schematic representation of a female figure
on the upper surface of steak 31 from Granica is
the only figural motif among the stecci of Eastern
Plina. The figure is depicted wearing a long dress
that widens slightly from the waist and ends in a
straight hemline. A twisted band around her head,
the only emphasised detail, suggests hair**! and gi-
ves the impression of an oversized head in relation
to the rest of the body. Her right arm is bent at the
elbow and lowered to the hip, while her left arm is
raised and bent so that the hand touches the head.
Above the woman there is a small twisted wreath,
and along the right edge of the same surface a small
incised cross is also visible (Drawing 5). In gene-
ral, figural motifs are sparsely represented on the
ste¢ci of the Lower Neretva region. According to
available data, in addition to the present example,
only four other individual human figures have been

27 Perkic¢ 2019, p. 189. The example on the right is more
difficult to discern, while the shape of'its “petals” more
closely resembles a flower (P1. II, 4), author’s note.

28 Perkic¢ 2019, p. 189.

22 Volarevi¢ 2020.

20 Beslagi¢ 1982, p. 168.

#1 Beslagi¢ 1982, p. 300. A twisted wreath around the
head is not a rare occurrence in the representation of
human figures on ste¢ci (Benac 1950, Pl. VI, 12; Pl
VII, 14; PI. XXIV, 50; Pl. XXXIII, 69; Benac 1953,
p. 66; P1. 11, 2; PL. 111, 1; Beslagi¢ 1965, p. 155; Raki¢
1984, p. 49, P1. 1, 2), and it occurs frequently in depic-
tions of figures on the ste¢ci of western Herzegovina
(Uglesi¢, Vuci¢ 2014, p. 74).
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lja dojam predimenzioniranosti glave u odnosu na
ostatak tijela. Njezina desna ruka svinuta je u laktu
1 spustena na bok, dok je lijeva podignuta i svinuta
u laktu tako da dodiruje glavu. Iznad Zene prikazan
je i manji tordirani vijenac, a uz desni rub iste plohe
urezan je manji kriz (crtez 5).

Opcenito su figuralni motivi slabo zastupljeni
na ste¢cima donjoneretvanskog pojasa, a prema
dostupnim podatcima, uz predmetni primjer, za-
biljezene su joS svega cetiri pojedinac¢ne ljudske
figure:*? osim ratnika sa $titom i macem na stec¢ku
u StaSevici,”? preostali su primjeri u literaturi na-
znaceni kao ljudska figura sa Stitom i ljudski liko-
vi u stavu oranta.”** Ipak se ne moZe sa sigurno$c¢u
ustvrditi je 1i predmetni prikaz jedina zastupljena
zenska figura na ste¢cima donjoneretvanskog kra-
ja.?*® Unato€ razlikama u na¢inu njihova oblikova-
nja, prikaz Zenskog lika sa spomenika na prostoru
Ljubinja donekle je mogucée sagledati kao idejno
srodnu paralelu predmetnom primjeru, ponajvise
zbog polozaja njezinih ruku. Rije¢ je o prikazu Zene
s Ceone stranice sljemenjaka, s lijevom rukom podi-
gnutom i svinutom u laktu tako da dodiruje glavu te
desnom rukom polozenom u visini grudi, ¢ a takav
polozaj ruku odrazava zalbeni stav.*’

Zajednicka karakteristika ocrtava se i u prikazu
tordiranih vrpci oko njihovih glava. Ipak, treba na-
glasiti da je ljubinjska figura prikazana i s drugim
detaljima te da nije okruzena drugim motivima.>*
Budu¢i da predmetna figura dolazi zajedno s tordi-

ste¢cima zapadne Hercegovine (Uglesi¢, Vucic¢ 2014,
str. 74).

22 Volarevi¢ 2020.

233 Kaer 1887, str. 28, sl. 11; Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk
2008, str. 83; Volarevi¢ 2020.

4 Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, str. 83-85, 96-97;

Perki¢, Alduk, Caleta 2014, str. 29; Volarevi¢ 2020.

Sli¢no se moze primijetiti i za neka druga podrucja,

primjerice za pojas Dalmatinske zagore s Cijeg pro-

stora dolazi osam stecaka s prikazima iskljucivo poje-

dina¢nih muskih likova (Kuzi¢ 2001, str. 49, 50-53).

Ljudske figure vrlo su rijetka pojava i na spomenici-

ma zapadnog dubrovackog podrucja (Perki¢ 2019, str.

180-181).

236 Beslagi¢ 1965, str. 129-130, sl. 25; Wenzel 1965, T.
LXXXV, sl. 2; Raki¢ 1984, str. 65-66, T. XII, 6.

7 Mileti¢ 1982, str. 79. Opcenito su kod prikaza Zenskih
figura na ste¢cima, gotovo u pravilu, obje ruke na bo-
kovima (Beslagi¢ 1982, str. 306-307; Raki¢ 1984, str.
66, T. XII), a jedan takav primjer dolazi iz Konavala
(Zeravica, Kovacic¢ 2002, str. 40; Raki¢ 1984, str. 66,
T. XI1, 2).

238 Tstaknute su joj o¢i, nos, usta, pojas oko struka, noge i
stopala (Beslagi¢ 1965, str. 129). Autor je interpretira
kao prikaz plesacice, op. a.
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recorded:**? apart from the warrior with shield and
sword on a steéak in Stasevica,”® the remaining
examples are described in the literature as a human
figure with a shield and human figures in an orans
pose.?* However, it cannot be stated with certainty
whether the present depiction is the only female fi-
gure represented on the stecci of the Lower Neretva
region.?* Despite differences in the manner of their
shaping, the depiction of a female figure on a mo-
nument in the Ljubinje area may to some degree be
regarded as a conceptually related parallel for the
example in question, primarily due to the position
of the arms. This depiction shows a woman on the
front face of a gabled stec¢ak, with her left arm raised
and bent at the elbow so that the hand touches the
head, and her right arm positioned at chest height;>
such an arm position is interpreted as a gesture of
mourning.”*’ A shared characteristic is also evident
in the depiction of twisted bands around their he-
ads. Nevertheless, it should be emphasised that the
Ljubinje figure is represented with additional deta-
ils and is not accompanied by other motifs.?** Since
the figure in question occurs together with a twisted
wreath, it might also carry a symbolic meaning.>

22 Volarevi¢ 2020.

23 Kaer 1887, p. 28, fig. 11; Tomasovié¢, Perki¢, Alduk
2008, p. 83; Volarevi¢ 2020.

24 Tomasovié, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, pp. 83-85, 96-97;
Perki¢, Alduk, Caleta 2014, p- 29; Volarevi¢ 2020.

25 A similar pattern may also be observed in other re-
gions, for example in the Dalmatian hinterland, where
eight stecci are known to bear depictions exclusively
of individual male figures (Kuzi¢ 2001, pp. 49, 50-53).
Human figures are likewise very rare on the funerary
monuments of the western Dubrovnik region (Perkic¢
2019, pp. 180-181).

26 Beslagi¢ 1965, pp. 129-130, fig. 25; Wenzel 1965, P1.
LXXXYV, fig. 2; Raki¢ 1984, pp. 65-66, P1. XII, 6.

27 Mileti¢ 1982, p. 79. In general, depictions of female
figures on stec¢ci almost invariably show both hands
placed on the hips (Beslagi¢ 1982, pp. 306-307; Rakic¢
1984, p. 66, P1. XII). One such example is known from
Konavle (Zeravica, Kovagié¢ 2002, p. 40; Raki¢ 1984,
p. 66, P1. XII, 2).

28 The figure is characterised by emphasised eyes, nose,
mouth, a belt around the waist, legs and feet (Beslagic¢
1965, p. 129). The author interpreted the figure as a
female dancer, author’s note.

239 According to some authors, female figures accompa-
nied by other motifs, or those holding objects in their
hands, also convey specific symbolic meanings (Rakic¢
1984, pp. 47-49). Among other examples of single hu-
man figures (in the sense of without other figural de-
pictions), mention should be made of a depiction of a



‘ Blanda MALJKOVIC Medieval monolithic tombstones — stecci in the area of Eastern Plina and Stadevica ...

ranim vijencem, mogla bi imati i simboli¢no zna-
Cenje.r

Bogato ukraseni ste¢ak u Plini Zapadnoj jedini
je primjerak s prostora Pline koji sadrzava slozeni-
je figuralne kompozicije — lov na jelena s konjani-
kom i mjeSovito kolo** — te prikaze zivotinja (ptice,
konj, jelen).?*! Takvi scenski prikazi vrlo se rijetko
pojavljuju na donjoneretvanskim ste¢cima: motiv
plesa evidentiran je na samo jo$ jednom ste¢ku, a i
prikazi zivotinja iznimno su rijetki.?*?

.Ukrizene" tordirane vrpce

Dio gornje plohe stecka 26 (Put uz Vrbicu) sa-
drzi tordirane vrpce koje plohu dijagonalno dijele
na neukrasena polja (crtez 6, T. III: 3), a ¢ini se da
je zastupljena i bordura koja je u zateCenom stanju
necitka. Prema dostupnim podatcima i rezultatima
terenskih izvida, drugi primjer takve podjele plo-
ha nije evidentiran u donjoneretvanskom pojasu.
Sli¢na je pojava, u obliku jedne dijagonalno postav-
ljene trake po sredini gornje plohe stec¢ka, uokvi-
rene bordurom istog tipa, registrirana na primjerku
u StaSevici (Grebine iznad Jezerca; crtez 19), a s
istog lokaliteta dolazi i spomenuta podjela krovnih
ploha ploc¢astog sljemenjaka na neukrasena rombo-
idna polja.?*#

2 Prema nekim autorima, zenske figure okruzene dru-
gim motivima ili one koje imaju nesto u rukama, nose
i odredenu simboliku (Raki¢ 1984, str. 47-49). Od
drugih primjera pojedinacnih ljudskih likova (u smi-
slu bez drugih figuralnih prikaza) moze se spomenuti
i prikaz zenske figure u pokretu, s desnom rukom svi-
nutom do glave i lijevom ispruzenom, a koja dolazi
zajedno s motivima polumjeseca i zvijezde, s podruc-
ja Imotskog (Kati¢ 1954, str. 144; sl. 37; Vego 1954,
str. 23; T. XXV, 50). Sa stecka na podrugju Sirokog
Brijega dolazi zenska figura koja u desnoj ruci drzi
vijenac, a lijeva je podignuta (Benac 1952, T. XIX,
25). Na prostoru Ljubuskog, u okviru sloZenije kom-
pozicije motiva, na jednom je spomeniku prikazana
zenska figura za Ciji polozaj ruku u literaturi posto-
ji neujednacen opis (Vego 1954, str. 23, T. XXV, 50;
Wenzel 1965, T. CXI, 26). Treba spomenuti i prikaz
dviju orantica iz Vrgorca i Konavala, zajedno s dru-
gim motivima (Beslagi¢ 1962b, str. 69; T. V, V; Alduk
2011, str. 173, 181).

240 Tomasovi¢ 2008b, str. 170, 174, sl. 8-9. U ovom su
slucaju zenske figure naznac¢ene donekle $irim haljina-
ma, s kosim donjim rubom, op. a.

241 Tomasovi¢ 2008b, str. 176, sl. 11-13.

22 Volarevi¢ 2020.

23 Kaer 1887, str. 26, sl. 9; Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk
2008, str. 83.

The richly decorated ste¢ak in Western Plina
represents the only example from the Plina area
that contains more complex figural compositions,
including a deer hunt with a mounted rider and a
mixed round dance (kolo),*® together with depic-
tions of animals (birds, horse, deer).?*' Such narra-
tive scenes are extremely rare among the steéci
of the Lower Neretva region: the dance motif has
been documented on only one other ste¢ak, while
animal representations are likewise exceptionally
uncommon.?*?

‘Crossed’ Twisted Bands

Part of the upper surface of ste¢ak 26 (Put uz
Vrbicu) is decorated with twisted bands that divi-
de the surface diagonally into undecorated fields
(Drawing 6; PL. I1I: 3). It also appears that a border,
now largely illegible due to the state of preservation,
was originally present. According to available data
and the results of field surveys, no other example
of such a division of the surface has been recorded
in the Lower Neretva region. A similar occurren-
ce, in the form of a single diagonally placed band
running across the centre of the upper surface of a
ste¢ak and framed by a border of the same type, has
been documented on one specimen from Stasevi-
ca (Grebine above Jezerac; Drawing 19). From the
same site comes the aforementioned division of the
roofing surfaces of a slab-shaped gabled stecak into
undecorated rhomboid fields.?*

female figure in motion from the Imotski area, shown
with her right arm bent towards her head and her left
arm outstretched, accompanied by the motifs of a cres-
cent and a star (Kati¢ 1954, p. 144, Fig. 37; Vego 1954,
p. 23, PL. XXV, 50). A ste¢ak from the Siroki Brijeg
area shows the depiction of a female figure holding a
wreath in her right hand, while her left arm is raised
(Benac 1952, P1. XIX, 25). In the Ljubuski area, a fe-
male figure is represented on one monument as part of
a more complex decorative composition, although the
position of her arms has been described inconsistently
in the literature (Vego 1954, p. 23, P1. XXV, 50; Wen-
zel 1965, Pl. CXI, 26). Mention should also be made
of the depictions of two orans figures from Vrgorac
and Konavle, both accompanied by other decorative
motifs (Beslagi¢ 1962b, p. 69; P1. V, V; Alduk 2011,
pp. 173, 181).

240 Tomasovi¢ 2008b, pp. 170, 174, figs. 8-9. In this case
the female figures are indicated by somewhat wider
gowns, with a sloping lower hem, author’s note.

241 Tomasovi¢ 2008b, p. 176, figs. 11-13.

22 Volarevi¢ 2020.

2 Kaer 1887, p. 26, fig. 9; Tomasovié¢, Perki¢, Alduk
2008, p. 83.
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Slicna podjela ploha pojavljuje se na steécima
— plo¢ama s podrucja Biska i Imotskog; njihove su
gornje plohe obrubljene bordurama i sadrzavaju
ukrizene trake koje ih dijagonalno dijele na polja
ukrasena raznim motivima, a takav je nacin ukra-
Savanja oznacen kao regionalna dalmatinska poja-
va.”** Zanimljiv je motiv pravokutnog oblika s jed-
nog ste¢ka na Bijaci, opisan kao ,,pojas za okvir,?*
s ukrizenim tordiranim trakama i vijencem u njiho-
vu sjecistu. Na istom se stecku nalaze i tordirana
vrpca, vitica s trolistom 1 oruzje, motivi koji se po-
javljuju i na predmetnim ste¢cima. Sli¢an primjer,
s neukrasenim poljima, dolazi i sa stecka iz okolice
Sirokog Brijega. 2

Predmetni je ste¢ak mozda ostao nedovrSen, a
postoji i mogucnost da ukrizene trake nose odrede-
nu simboliku, u smislu asocijacije na simbol kriza.
Takvi primjeri, protumaceni kao krizevi, pojavljuju
se na §titovima s pojedinih ste¢aka.?*’

Bordure

Na predmetnom podrucju bordure se javljaju
isklju¢ivo na juznim ste¢cima: tordirana vrpca na
ste¢cima 13, 14 (Mi§ja Draga; T. III: 1, 4) 123 (Vr-
bica; T. III: 5),2* vitica s trolistom na ste¢ku 29 (Put
uz Vrbicu; T. III: 2), zatim traka ispunjena kosim
crticama na steku 9 (Mi§ja Draga),* a moguce
je da i ste¢ak 26 (Put uz Vrbicu) sadrzi odredenu
borduru. Steéei 13 i 14 pripadaju istom nalazistu,
pri vrthu Misje Drage, stoga bi se tordirana vrpca
na njihovim bo¢nim plohama mogla sagledati kao
zajednicka karakteristika tih ste¢aka, a i njihove su
gornje plohe ukrasene slicnim motivima. U Plini
Zapadnoj i StaSevici zastupljena je po jednim pri-
mjerom.”” Dakle, u pojasu Pline pojavljuje se na
pet stecaka.

24 MiloSevié¢ 1991, str. 42, sl. 52-53; Wenzel 1965, T. 11,
10-12.

25 Vego 1954, str. 18, T. XXI, 42.

246 Benac 1953, str. 19, T. XV, 21; Wenzel 1964, T. 11, 14.

X7 Vego 1954, str. 33; T. XXXV, 70; Benac 1950, T.
XXXIV, 71.

248 U prilozenoj tabli (T. III) nije naznacena bordura sa

stecka 9, op. a.

Koja predstavlja svojevrsnu varijaciju tordiranog uze-

ta (Beslagi¢ 1982, str. 141; Novovi¢, Tomasovi¢ 2010,

str. 77). I u slucaju primjera sa stecka 23 moze biti

rije¢ o traci ispunjenoj kosim crticama. Opéenito su u

literaturi neujednaceni nazivi za te bordure i katkada

se, u razli¢itim radovima, za istovjetne primjere koristi

razli¢ita terminologija, op. a.

20 Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, str. 83; Maljkovi¢
2008b, str. 40, sl. 7; str. 54, sl. 24. Javlja se i na stecci-
ma peljeskog zaleda (Benac 1953, str. 75) i Makarskog
primorja/tordirano uze (Tomasovi¢ 2007, str. 70).
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A similar division of surfaces also appears on
slab steéci from the Bisko and Imotski areas. Their
upper surfaces are framed by borders and feature
intersecting bands that divide them diagonally into
fields decorated with various motifs. This manner
of ornamentation has been identified as a regional
phenomenon of Dalmatia.>** A particularly inte-
resting motif is a rectangular composition from a
ste¢ak at Bijaca, described as a “frame belt”** con-
sisting of intersecting twisted bands with a wreath
at their intersection. The same monument also fe-
atures a twisted ribbon, a tendril with a trefoil and
weapons—motifs that also appear on the stecci
discussed here. A similar example is known from a
ste¢ak in the vicinity of Siroki Brijeg, featuring un-
decorated fields.?*® The ste¢ak in question may have
remained unfinished, and it is also possible that the
intersecting bands carried a symbolic meaning, per-
haps evoking the form of a cross. Such examples,
interpreted as crosses, occur on shields of certain
stecei. 2

Borders

In the area in question borders occur exclusively
on the southern stecci: a twisted band on stecci 13
and 14 (Migja Draga; P1. III: 1, 4) and 23 (Vrbica;
PL. III: 5),** a tendril with a trefoil on stecak 29 (Put
uz Vrbicu; Pl. I1I: 2), and a band filled with oblique
strokes on ste¢ak 9 (Misja Draga).>*® It is possible
that also ste¢ak 26 (Put uz Vrbicu) has some form
of border decoration. Ste¢ci 13 and 14 belong to the
same site close to the top of Mi§ja Draga; there-
fore, the twisted band on their lateral faces may
be regarded as a shared characteristic of these mo-
numents, especially since their upper surfaces are
also decorated with similar motifs. In Western Plina

244 Milosevi¢ 1991, p. 42, figs. 52-53; Wenzel 1965, Pl.
I, 10-12.

25 Vego 1954, p. 18, P1. XXI, 42.

2% Benac 1953, p. 19, P1. XV, 21; Wenzel 1964, P1. 11, 14.

27 Vego 1954, p. 33; Pl. XXXV, 70; Benac 1950, Pl.

XXXV, 71.

The border on ste¢ak 9 is not indicated in the accom-

panying plate (Plate III), author’s note.

This represents a variant of the twisted-rope motif

(Beslagi¢ 1982, p. 141; Novovi¢, Tomasovi¢ 2010, p.

77). In the case of ste¢ak 23, the motif may likewise

represent a band filled with oblique strokes. More gen-

erally, the terminology applied to these borders is in-

consistent in the literature, and identical examples are

sometimes described using different terms in different

publications, author’s note.
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Vitica s trolistom™! jedini je zastupljeni motiv
na gornjoj plohi ste¢ka 29 (sl. 16). Pruza se uz rub
njezinih uzih strana i predstavlja jedini primjer ta-
kve bordure na ste¢cima Pline i StaSevice, a ¢ini se
da je opcenito rijetka pojava na donjoneretvanskim
spomenicima.?? [zravna analogija za predmetni pri-
mjer dolazi iz ljubuskog kraja (Bijaca), u vidu dis-
lociranog sanduka s prikazom istovjetnog motiva
uz rub jedne uZe strane njegove gornje plohe.?>* Op-
¢enito se Cesto javlja na ste¢cima ljubuskog kraja, a
najéesce na Bijac¢i.?>* Kao jedini motiv pojavljuje se
i na ste¢cima peljeSkog zaleda® te Popova polja.>*

Jedini lokalitet koji pokazuje odredene zajednic-
ke karakteristike u pogledu ukraSavanja najvece je
groblje pri vrthu Misje Drage, ¢iji se stecci isticu i
kvalitetom izrade. Za ste¢ke s tog nalazista karak-
teristi¢ni su bordura (tordirana vrpca) na njihovim
boc¢nim plohama i motivi polumjeseca, tordiranog
vijenca i/ili virovite rozete na gornjim plohama,
koji se ponavljaju nekoliko puta. Steéci plocan-
sko-neretvanskog podruéja veé su dovedeni u vezu
s ljubuskim spomenicima, a na viSe mjesta autori
upucuju na uzi likovni krug koji obuhvacéa donjo-
neretvansko, gornjomakarsko, vrgoracko i ljubusko
podruéje,’ §to se u konacnici o€ituje i na primjeru
predmetnih stecaka, koji pokazuju najvise srodnosti
upravo sa ste¢cima iz Sireg hercegovackog zaleda.
Podudarnosti su narocito izrazene sa spomenicima
na Bijaci (Ljubuski), odakle dolazi i nekoliko izrav-
nih analogija.*® Za pojedine izvedbe paralele dola-
ze 1 sa spomenika iz dubljeg zaleda.

21 Smatra se klasi¢nim motivom hercegovackih ste¢aka

(Beslagic¢ 1982, str. 146), a ucestalo se pojavljuje i na
ste¢cima na dubrovackom podrucju (Perki¢ 2019, str.
191).

32 Volarevi¢ 2020.

23 Vego 1954, str. 15; T. X1V, 27.

2% Vego 1954, str. 42. Ali i na steécima dubljeg zaleda,
primjerice, slican primjer zajedno s drugim motivima
nalazi se i na stecku kod Blidinja (Beslagi¢ 1959, sl.
39).

255 Benac 1953, str. 75.

26 Beslagic 1966, str. 71.

257 Tomasovi¢ 2008a, str. 126; Tomasovi¢ 2008b, str. 177;

Novovi¢, Tomasovi¢ 2010, str. 81-83; Tomasovié

2011b, str. 307-308; Alduk 2011, str. 176-177.

Primjetna je i njihova tipoloska srodnost, u smislu

iznimno rijetke pojave visokih sanduka, sljemenjaka

i krizina na steCcima zapadne Hercegovine (Vuci¢

2018, str. 212, 314). Zajednicki element predstavlja i

pojava obiljezavanja grobova ucelcima (Vuci¢ 2023,

str. 61-62).
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and Stasevica, this feature is represented by a single
example at each site.?® Consequently, within the
Plina region, borders occur on five ste¢ci.

The tendril with a trefoil*'is the only motif
present on the upper surface of ste¢ak 29 (Fig. 16).
It runs along the edge of its narrow sides and repre-
sents the only known example of such a border on
the stec¢ci of Plina and Stasevica, and it appears to be
generally rare on monuments of the Lower Neretva
region.”? A direct analogy for this example comes
from the Ljubuski area (Bijaca), in the form of a
displaced chest-shaped ste¢ak bearing the same mo-
tif along the edge of one of the narrow sides of its
upper surface.? The motif is otherwise relatively
common on ste¢ci from the Ljubuski area, and most
frequently at Bijaca.>* As the sole motif, it occurs
also on the stecci of the Peljesac hinterland®® and in
the plain of Popovo.?*

The only site that shows certain shared charac-
teristics in terms of ornamentation is the largest ce-
metery near the top of MiSja Draga, whose steéci
are also distinguished by their high-quality wor-
kmanship. The characteristic features of the monu-
ments from this site include borders (twisted bands)
on their lateral faces and motifs such as crescents,
twisted wreaths and/or whirling rosettes on their
upper surfaces, which are repeated several times.
The steéci of the Ploce—Neretva area have already
been associated with monuments from the Ljubus-
ki region, and in several instances authors have
identified a narrower artistic circle encompassing
the Lower Neretva, Upper Makarska, Vrgorac and
Ljubuski areas.?” This is ultimately also evident in

230 Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, p. 83; Maljkovi¢

2008Db, p. 40, fig. 7; p. 54, fig. 24. The motif also oc-

curs on steéci from the PeljeSac hinterland (Benac

1953, p. 75) and the Makarska Littoral/ twisted rope

(Tomasovi¢ 2007, p. 70).

It is regarded as a classic motif of the Herzegovinian

stecci (Beslagi¢ 1982, p. 146), and it occurs frequent-

ly on the stecci of the Dubrovnik area as well (Perkic¢

2019, p. 191).

32 Volarevi¢ 2020.

23 Vego 1954, p. 15; PL. X1V, 27.

Vego 1954, p. 42. B The motif also occurs on stecci

from the deeper hinterland; for example, a comparable

example accompanied by other decorative motifs is

known from a ste¢ak near Blidinje (Beslagi¢ 1959, fig.

39).

235 Benac 1953, p. 75.

26 Beslagi¢ 1966, p. 71.

%7 Tomasovi¢ 2008a, p. 126; Tomasovi¢ 2008b, p. 177,
Novovié, Tomasovi¢ 2010, pp. 81-83; Tomasovic¢
2011b, pp. 307-308; Alduk 2011, pp. 176-177.
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SI. 16 - Bordura u vidu vitice s trolistom, stec¢ak 29,
Put uz Vrbicu, (foto: B. Maljkovi¢)
Fig. 16 - Border in the form of a tendril with a trefoil,
stecak 29, Put uz Vrbicu, (photo: B. Maljkovic)

VREMENSKA ODREDNICA
RAZMATRANIH NALAZISTA

Predmetni su lokaliteti datirani na temelju nu-
mizmatickih nalaza iz istrazenih grobova i rezultata
radiokarbonskih analiza odabranih uzoraka ljud-
skog osteoloskog materijala.>** Budu¢i da je tema
ve¢ obradena,”® ovdje se donosi prilagodeni tekst
s osnovnim podatcima relevantnima za rad. Unato¢
provedenim radiokarbonskim analizama, preciznija
datacija nije uvijek dobivena, stoga treba istaknuti
da su upravo prikupljeni numizmaticki nalazi potvr-
dili upotrebu dijela kasnosrednjovjekovnih grobova
i u ranom novom vijeku,?' na $to je upucivao i niz
pokazatelja tijekom samih istrazivanja.*s?

2% Analize ljudskih osteoloskih ostataka provedene su za
potrebe doktorske disertacije kolege J. Suéura (Suéur
2015a, Suéur 2015b), kojem autorica jo3 jednom izra-
zava zahvalnost za uvid u dobivene rezultate jos u fazi
izrade doktorskog rada, op. a.

Detaljniji uvid u dataciju istrazenih nalazista vidjeti u
Suéur, Maljkovi¢ 2017, str. 97—106.

261 Suéur, Maljkovié¢ 2017, str. 102.

22 Suéur 2015a, str. 134-135.

260

the present examples, which show the closest affini-
ties with ste¢ci from the wider Herzegovinian hin-
terland. The similarities are particularly pronounced
with monuments from Bijaca (Ljubuski), several of
which provide close or even direct parallels.*® In
certain instances, comparable examples are also fo-
und on monuments from the deeper inland regions.

THE CHRONOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
OF THE INVESTIGATED SITES

The sites in question have been dated on the ba-
sis of numismatic finds recovered from excavated
graves and the results of radiocarbon analyses of
selected samples of human osteological material >’
Since the subject has already been addressed,**
the present section provides an adapted synthesis
containing only the basic data relevant to the stu-
dy. Despite the application of radiocarbon dating,
a more precise chronological attribution was not
always achieved; it should therefore be emphasised
that it was precisely the recovered numismatic finds
that confirmed the continued use of part of the late
medieval graves into the early modern period,?! as
already indicated by a range of field observations
during the excavations themselves.?*

In terms of the southernmost site, located near
the top of Misja Draga, analysis of the remains from
the only preserved grave within the smallest inve-
stigated tumulus (Tumulus 5) has dated this smaller
cemetery to the first half of the 15 century.”® For
the area of Tumulus 6, it has been established that
part of the graves originated in the 15" century,
while burial activity continued into the early mo-

8 Their typological affinity is also evident, particularly

in the exceptionally rare occurrence of high chest-
shaped stecci, gabled steéci and cross-shaped monu-
ments in western Herzegovina (Vuci¢ 2018, pp. 212,
314). Another shared characteristic is the practice of
marking graves with headstones (ucelci) (Vuci¢ 2023,
pp. 61-62).

The analyses of the human osteological remains were
carried out for the purposes of J. Suéur’s doctoral dis-
sertation (Suéur 2015a; Suéur 2015b). The present au-
thor wishes once again to express her gratitude to him
for providing access to the results during the prepara-
tion of the dissertation, author’s note.

For a more detailed account of the dating of the inves-
tigated sites see: Sucur, Maljkovi¢ 2017, pp. 97-106.
261 Suéur, Maljkovié 2017, p. 102.

22 Suéur 2015a, pp. 134-135.

265 Suéur 2015a, pp. 144-145.

259
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Sto se ti¢e najjuznijeg nalaziita, pri vrhu Misje
Drage, analiza ostataka iz jedinog sacuvanog groba
na prostoru najmanjeg istrazenog tumula, Tumula 5,
datirala je ovo manje groblje u prvu

polovinu 15. stoljeca.’® Za prostor Tumula 6
utvrdeno je da je dio grobova nastao jos u 15. sto-
ljecu, a ukapanje je nastavljeno u ranom novom
vijeku.?** Srednjovjekovni horizont ukapanja na
prostoru Tumula 7 smjesten je u prvu polovinu 15.
stoljeca, s najvjerojatnijom datacijom od 1430. do
1460. godine.?®

Srednjovjekovni ukopi na prostoru Tumula 3
(Dracevac) datirani su u posljednja dva desetljeca
14. i na sam pocetak 15. stolje¢a.’® Manje groblje
na prostoru Tumula 4 vjerojatno pripada kraju 15. i
pocetku 16. stoljeca, a vrlo je izgledno da u ovom
slu¢aju dolazi do horizontalnog pomicanja nakon
popunjavanja prostora tumula T3.2¢

Sto se ti¢e groblja na polozaju Put uz Vrbicu,
prema rezultatima radiokarbonske analize njegov
je nastanak datiran u sredinu 15. stoljeca, a nala-
zi kovanica iz dvaju istrazenih grobova potvrduju
ponovno koristenje za ukope u ranom novom vije-
ku‘268

Kada je rije¢ o polozaju Granici, za dio istra-
zenog groblja na prostoru samog tumula utvrdeno
je da nastaje najkasnije do sredine 16. stoljeca, dok
nalazi kovanica u grobu 16 pod ste¢ckom svjedoce
da je barem dio tih grobova bio koristen i tijekom
novog vijeka. Dio groblja sjeverno od tumula bio
je koristen u novom vijeku. Radiokarbonske anali-
ze sacuvanih ljudskih osteoloskih ostataka iz dvaju
grobova (jednog s prostora tumula, a drugog sje-
verno od tumula) nisu pomogle u postavljanju uzeg
vremenskog okvira ukapanja, odnosno dale su Sirok
raspon od kraja 17. pa sve do kraja 20. stolje¢a.”®
Sli¢na je situacija i s pokretnim nalazima iz grobo-
va sjeverno od tumula, od kojih se izdvajaju dvi-
je svetacke medaljice iz 17. i 18. stoljeca te nalaz
Caravaca kriza. Budu¢i da su ti krizevi bili omiljeni
u 16. 1 17. stoljecu, vjerojatnije je da su i obje me-
daljice iz 17. stoljeca.?™

263 Suéur 2015a, str. 144-145.

264 Suéur 2015a, str. 146-147; Suéur, Maljkovié¢ 2017, str.
101.

265 Suéur 2015a, str. 149; Suéur, Maljkovié 2017, str. 101.

266 Suéur 2015a, str. 141, 142; Suéur, Maljkovié¢ 2017, str.
100.

27 Suéur 2015a, str. 144.

208 Sucur, Maljkovié 2017, str. 99—100.

260 Suéur, Maljkovié¢ 2017, str. 99.

270 Suéur, Maljkovié 2017, str. 9. Imajuéi u vidu karakter
pokretnih nalaza koji se prenose kroz generacije, pre-

dern period.?* The medieval burial horizon within
Tumulus 7 has been dated to the first half of the 15®
century, with the most probable dating from 1430
to 1460.2%

The medieval burials within Tumulus 3 (Drace-
vac) have been dated to the last two decades of the
14" century and the very beginning of the 15" cen-
tury.?®® The smaller cemetery at Tumulus 4 most li-
kely belongs to the end of the 15" and the beginning
of the 16™ century, and it is highly probable that in
this case horizontal displacement occurred after the
burial space of Tumulus 3 was filled to its maxi-
mum.?®’

As regards the cemetery at the site Put uz Vrbicu,
radiocarbon analysis has dated its formation to the
mid-15" century, while coin finds from two excava-
ted graves confirm its reuse for burials in the early
modern period.?®

At the site of Granica, it has been established
that part of the investigated cemetery within the
tumulus itself was formed no later than the mid-
16" century, while coin finds from grave 16 bene-
ath a stecak indicate that at least a portion of these
graves continued to be used into the early modern
period. Part of the cemetery north of the tumulus
was likewise in use during the early modern peri-
od. Radiocarbon analyses of preserved human oste-
ological remains from two graves (one within the
tumulus area and the other north of the tumulus) did
not help to determine a more precise chronologi-
cal frame for the burials, instead they provided a
broad time range from the end of the 17" right up
to the end of the 20" century.?®® A similar situation
applies to the moveable finds from graves north of
the tumulus, among which two saintly medallions
dated to the 17" and 18" centuries and a find of a
Caravaca cross stand out. Given that such crosses
were particularly popular in the 16" and 17" centu-
ries, it is more likely that the medallions also belong
to the 17" century.?”

204 Suéur 2015a, pp. 146-147; Suéur, Maljkovié¢ 2017, p.
101.

265 Suéur 2015a, p. 149; Sucur, Maljkovié 2017, p. 101.

266 Suéur 2015a, pp. 141, 142; Sudur, Maljkovi¢ 2017, p.
100.

267 Suéur 2015a, p. 144,

268 Suéur, Maljkovié 2017, pp. 99—100.

209 Suéur, Maljkovié 2017, p. 99.

270 Suéur, Maljkovi¢ 2017, p. 99. Given the nature of
movable finds, which are passed down through gen-
erations, the proposed dating should nevertheless be
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Posljednji juzni lokalitet (Gariste) radiokarbon-
ska analiza osteoloskih ostataka iz groba 16 pod
steckom 38 datirala je izmedu 1435. — 1490. i 1605.
—1610., a zakljuceno je da groblje nastaje kroz dru-
gu polovinu 15. stoljeca.?”

Od ukupnog broja istrazenih sjevernih lokali-
teta sa ste¢cima radiokarbonska analiza provedena
je jedino na uzorku s nalaziSta Pet prethistorijskih
gomila — Tumul 4, koje je na temelju dobivenih re-
zultata (1262. — 1297.) datirano u drugu polovinu
13. stoljeca.””

Pokretni nalazi iz zatvorenih grobnih cjelina na
polozaju Kr¢, prvenstveno kovanica, upuéuju na
kontinuitet ukopavanja najranije od druge polovi-
ne 14. do druge polovine 16. stoljeca.?” Sli¢an je
vremenski okvir postavljen i za istrazeno groblje sa
ste¢cima na Ogradama, od kasnog 14. do pocetka
16. stoljeca.?’ Za neistrazeni lokalitet na Zeleniku
ne postoje indicije na osnovi kojih bi se mogla utvr-
diti njegova uza vremenska odrednica, jednako kao
ni za osamljeni ste¢ak na Lokvici (Vrbica), osim
uobicajenog okvira opée datacije stecaka od kraja
14. do sredine 15. stolje¢a. Drugi osamljeni stecak
iz Vrbice, u podnozju neistrazenog tumula, takoder
se moze okvirno datirati u 14. i 15. stoljece, i to na
osnovi prikaza maceva s njegove gornje plohe.

docenu dataciju ipak treba uzeti s odredenom dozom
opreza (Suéur 2015a, str. 135-136; Suéur, Maljkovi¢
2017, str. 99).

271 Suéur 20154, str. 132; Suéur, Maljkovié¢ 2017, str. 98.

72 Suéur 2015a, str. 354.

273 Tvisi¢, Bili¢, Vuli¢ 2011, str. 266-267.

274 Tomasovi¢ 2011b, str. 311.

The last southern site (Gariste) was dated by ra-
diocarbon analysis of the osteological remains from
grave 16 beneath stecak 38 to between 1435-1490
and 1605-1610, and it was concluded that the ce-
metery was established in the course of the second
half of the 15" century.?”!

Of the total number of investigated northern
sites with stecci, radiocarbon analysis was carried
out only on a sample from the site “Five prehistoric
tumuli — Tumulus 4,” which, based on the obtained
results (1262—-1297), has been dated to the second
half of the 13™ century.?”

Moveable finds from closed grave contexts at
the site of Kr¢, primarily coins, indicate a continu-
ity of burial from the second half of the 14™ century
at the earliest to the second half of the 16™ centu-
ry.?”* A similar chronological framework has been
proposed for the investigated cemetery with stec-
ci at Ograde, ranging from the late 14" to the be-
ginning of the 16" century.”’* For the unexcavated
site at Zelenika, there are no indicators on the basis
of which a more precise chronological attribution
could be established. This is also the case for the
isolated ste¢ak at Lokvica (Vrbica), which, beyond
the general chronological range of steéci (late 14%
to mid-15™ century), cannot be more precisely da-
ted. The second isolated ste¢ak from Vrbica, located
at the foot of an unexcavated tumulus, can likewise
be broadly dated to the 14" and 15" centuries on
the basis of the depiction of the swords on its upper
surface.

treated with a degree of caution (Sucur 2015a, pp.
135-136; Suéur, Maljkovié 2017, p. 99).
271 Suéur 2015a, p. 132; Sucur, Maljkovié 2017, p. 98.
272 Suéur 2015a, p. 354.
213 Tvisi¢, Bili¢, Vuli¢ 2011, pp. 266-267.
274 Tomasovi¢ 2011b, p. 311.
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2. STECCI NA PROSTORU STASEVICE
(NEKADASNJE BRISTE — PASICINE) 275

uvoD#®

U zemljopisnom smislu podruc¢je danasnje Sta-
Sevice obuhvacéa ,rubni donjoneretvanski pojas
njegove zapadne strane obalnom granicom dodir-
nut Gornjim Makarskim primorjem, sa sjevera Vr-
gorskom krajinom i pojasom Pline na istoku®,””
desetak kilometara sjeverno od grada Ploca. Rijeé
je o novijem naselju koje nastaje nakon preseljenja
stanovniStva iz zabitnijih brdskih sela prema plod-
nom polju nastalom isuSivanjem nekadas$njeg Vr-
gorackog jezera.”’® O ondas$njem zivotu danas svje-
doCe zapusteni zaseoci razasuti negostoljubivim
krajobrazom, dok brojni kameni tumuli i nadgrobni
spomenici — stecci svjedoce o naseljenosti podrucja
i u daljoj proslosti. Povijesni izvori koji se doticu
Stasevice takoder su vrlo oskudni i uglavnom se od-
nose na novija razdoblja.?” Poznato je da se zaseoci
Pasi¢ina i MiluSa u povijesnim zapisima spominju
jos od 1417. godine, ™ a za Pasi¢inu je znacajna i
1571. godina, kada se, zajedno sa susjednim selima,
dobrovoljno stavlja pod zastitu Mletacke Republi-
ke‘281

Sto se ti¢e ste¢aka, njihov prvi spomen datira
iz davne 1887. godine, kada je objavljen rad neka-

25 Toponim Pasi¢ina dovodi se u svezu s apelativom
paséeka ,,mjesto na kojemu se iskrcila Suma da bi se do-
bilo plodno tlo* (Vidovi¢ 2013, str. 12). Za ime neka-
dasnjeg naselja Briste navodi se podatak da potjece od
rijeci brstilo, brst (Suma, grmlje, trava), s napomenom
da je s vremenom, radi lakSeg izgovora, preuzet oblik

Brista (Roncevi¢-Leki¢ 2016, str. 22). Novije je nase-

lje StaSevica nazvano po solinskom muceniku svetom

Stasu, odnosno Anastaziju (Vidovi¢ 2013, str. 12).

Autorica je terenske obilaske triju najvecih nalaziSta

steaka u pojasu Stasevice provela u viSe navrata:

2008. godine kada je nacinjena i fotodokumentacija

stecaka, u svrhu izrade diplomskog rada, zatim 2009.

godine, u pratnji R. Marsica, u svrhu izrade geodetskih

situacijskih snimki zateCenog stanja lokaliteta i crteza
uresenih spomenika i posljednji put 2015. godine, op.

a.

277 Tomasovi¢ 2014c, str. 101.

278 Marinovi¢ 2013, str. 431; Jurisi¢ 2006, https://www.
franjevci-split.hr/stasevica-2/ [konzultirano 12. 4.
2024.].

2% Marinovi¢ 2013, str. 431.

20 Vidovi¢ 2013, str. 12; Tomasovi¢ 2014c, str. 103, bilj.
7.

81 Vidovi¢ 2013, str. 12. Opéenito, za literaturu o StaSe-
vici vidjeti: Tomasovi¢ 2014c, str. 113—114.

276

2. STECCI IN THE AREA OF STASEVICA
(FORMERLY BRISTA — PASICINA) 275

INTRODUCTION®#7¢

In geographical terms, the area of present-day
Stasevica encompasses the “marginal Lower Nere-
tva belt, which, on its western side, is bordered by
the Upper Makarska Littoral, the Vigorac region to
the north and the Plina area to the east.” " It is
situated approximately 10 km north of the town of
Ploce. It is a relatively recent settlement that deve-
loped after the population moved from the more re-
mote hill villages to the fertile plain, which was for-
med by the drainage of the former Vrgorac Lake.?”
The abandoned hamlets scattered across this inhos-
pitable landscape bear witness to the former way of
life, while the numerous stone tumuli and funerary
monuments (steéci) testify to the area’s occupation
in far earlier periods. Historical sources referring to
StaSevica are likewise scarce and relate predomi-
nantly to more recent periods.?” It is known that the
hamlets of Pasi¢ina and Milusa are mentioned in
historical records as early as 1417,%° while the year
1571 is particularly significant for Pasi¢ina, when,
together with neighbouring villages, it voluntarily
placed itself under the protection of the Republic
of Venice.?!

25 The toponym Pasi¢ina has been associated with the
appellative paséka, meaning “an area where wood-
land was cleared to create fertile land” (Vidovi¢ 2013,
p. 12). The former settlement name Briste is consid-
ered to derive from the words brstilo or brst (wood-
land, scrub, grass), with the note that the form Brista
was gradually adopted for ease of pronunciation (Ron-
cevic-Leki¢ 2016, p. 22). The more recent settlement
of StaSevica was named after the martyr of Salona,
Saint Stas, that is, Anastasius (Vidovi¢ 2013, p. 12).
The present author conducted field surveys of the three
largest stecak sites in the Stasevica area on several oc-
casions: first in 2008, when photographic documenta-
tion of the stecci was produced for the purposes of her
master’s thesis; subsequently in 2009, together with R.
Marsié, in order to prepare geodetic survey plans of
the sites in their existing condition and drawings of
the decorated monuments; and the last time in 2015,
author’s note.
Tomasovi¢ 2014c, p. 101.
28 Marinovi¢ 2013, p. 431; Juri$i¢ 2006, https://www.
franjevci-split.hr/stasevica-2/ (12/04/2024).
279 Marinovic¢ 2013, p. 431.
280 Vidovi¢ 2013, p. 12; Tomasovié¢ 2014c, p. 103, n. 7.
21 Vidovi¢ 2013, p. 12. In general, for the literature on
Stasevica see: Tomasovic¢ 2014c, pp. 113—114.
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dasnjeg Zupnika Pasi¢ine P. Kaera, s iscrpnim tek-
stualnim sadrzajem o nalaziStima ste¢aka i skicama
ukrasenih primjeraka.?®* Tijekom prvih terenskih
izvida autorice teksta pokazalo se da u pogledu do-
tadasnjeg stupnja istrazenosti steaka u Stasevici od
Kaerove objave gotovo da nije bilo znacajnijeg po-
maka, stoga je upravo njegov rad predstavljao naj-
znacajniju referencu za te stecke. Kasnije su objave
uglavnom bile opéepovijesnog karaktera,”* a po-
datci u stru¢noj literaturi svedeni na nazive toponi-
ma i brojno stanje ste¢aka,?®* za koje se naknadno
pokazalo da ne odgovara u potpunosti stvarnoj si-
tuaciji na terenu.

U vrijeme arheoloskih istrazivanja u Plini Istoc-
noj objavljen je popratni katalog izlozbe Stecci, koji
sadrzava i popis nalazista ste¢aka u pojasu Stasevi-
ce prema tadasnjem stupnju istrazenosti.”* Navede-
na su istrazivanja u cjelini potaknula i veci interes
struke za razmatrani prostor, narocito za stecke,
zbog Cega se u meduvremenu dogodio i znacajan
pomak u stupnju njihove istrazenosti. Kada je rije¢
o stru¢noj literaturi, ponajprije se misli na objave
rezultata terenskih izvida M. Tomasovica, koji su
doveli i do novih spoznaja kojima je u konacnici
upotpunjena topografija ste¢aka u StaSevici.®¢ S
druge strane, struéne publikacije koje detaljnije
analiziraju najveca nalazi$ta jo$ uvijek izostaju, uz

282 Kaer 1887, str. 1-30; Tomasovi¢ 2008a, str. 122. Na
prvih dvadesetak stranica rada iznosi opcéenita zapa-
zanja o krajoliku (opisuje ga otuznim, napustenim,
negostoljubivim), spomenicima (oblicima, ukrasnim
motivima, pretpostavkama o nacinu obrade kamena,
transporta), zateCenim devastacijama, arhitekturi gro-
bov te prikaz zastupljenosti ste¢aka u dotadasnjoj lite-
raturi. Navodi podatak o najmanje desetak lokaliteta
sa ste¢cima, od kojih sadrzajnije opisuje nedovrSene
primjerke nedaleko crkve Svih svetih na Bristi, spo-
menike na groblju crkve, veée Staro Greblje iznad
Jezerca i stecke iskoriStene za gradnju puta na poloza-
ju Krstine. Tek usputno spominje da stecaka ima i na
polozajima Crno&a, Zutovica, Stasevica i Krvavac. U
kontekstu stecaka, potonji toponim spominje i ranije
(Kaer 1885, str. 109).

2 Jurigic 1968, str. 24-26; Skobalj 1970, str. 283-285;
Vréi¢ 1974, str. 193; Vidovi¢ 2000, str. 392.

284 Radi¢ 1896, str. 65; Beslagi¢ 1971, str. 86; Sokol 1980,
str. 272; Juri¢ 2003, str. 337.

285 Tomasovié, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, str. 83; Tomasovié
2008a, str. 120—129. Podatci su djelomi¢no utemeljeni
na rezultatima terenskih provjera (Gnje¢i — Grebine u
Crnoci i Grebine iznad Jezerca), a dijelom na informa-
cijama iz ranije literature, op. a.

286 Tomasovi¢ 2013, str. 13—19; Tomasovi¢ 2014b, str.
37-44; Tomasovi¢ 2014c, str. 101-114; Tomasovié
20164, str. 23-28.

The earliest reference to the stecci dates back
to 1887, when the former parish priest of Pasici-
na, P. Kaer, published a study containing a detailed
textual description of the ste¢ak sites together with
sketches of the decorated monuments.?®?> During the
author’s initial field surveys, it became evident that,
with regard to the state of research on the stecci of
StaSevica, little substantial progress had been made
since Kaer’s publication. Consequently, his work
remained the principal point of reference for the-
se monuments. Later publications were largely of
a general historical nature,?®® while information in
the archaeological literature was generally limited
to the names of toponyms and the recorded number
of ste¢ci,”™ figures that subsequently proved not to
correspond fully to the actual situation in the field.

During the archaeological investigations in Ea-
stern Plina, the accompanying exhibition catalogue
Stecéci was published, which contains also a list of
the stecak sites in the StaSevica area according to
the stage of research at that time.?> These investiga-
tions, taken as a whole, stimulated greater scholarly
interest in the area under consideration, particularly
in its steéci. As a result, significant progress has
since been made in their investigation. In terms of
specialist literature, this refers primarily to the pu-
blications of the results of field surveys conducted

282 Kaer 1887, pp. 1-30; Tomasovi¢ 2008a, p. 122. In the
first twenty pages of his study, Kaer presents general
observations on the landscape (describing it as bleak,
deserted and inhospitable), on the monuments (their
forms, decorative motifs, assumptions regarding stone
working and transport), on the destruction observed at
the sites, on grave architecture, and on the distribu-
tion of stecci in the literature available at the time. He
records at least ten stecak sites, providing more de-
tailed descriptions of the unfinished monuments near
the Church of All Saints at Brista, the monuments
within the church cemetery, the larger cemetery of
Staro Greblje above Jezerac, and the stecci reused in
the construction of the road at Krstine. He mentions
only briefly the presence of steéci at Crnoga, Zutovi-
ca, Stasevica and Krvavac. The latter toponym had
already been mentioned by Kaer in connection with
stecci in an earlier publication (Kaer 1885, p. 109).

23 Jurigi¢ 1968, pp. 24-26; Skobalj 1970, pp. 283-285;
Vréi¢ 1974, p. 193; Vidovié¢ 2000, p. 392.

284 Radic¢ 1896, p. 65; Beslagi¢ 1971, p. 86; Sokol 1980,
p. 272; Juri¢ 2003, p. 337.

285 Tomasovié, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, p. 83; Tomasovié
2008a, pp. 120—129. The data are based partly on the
results of field surveys (GnjeCi-Grebine in Crnoca
and Grebine above Jezerac) and partly on information
from the earlier literature, author’s note.
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iznimku objave kra¢eg izvjes¢a o dokumentiranju
najveceg lokaliteta po broju spomenika, Gnjeci —
Grebine u Crno¢i,” a koliko je autorici poznato,
sadrzajniji rad o samim steécima nije objavljen.
Op¢i podatci o stasevackim ste¢cima nalaze se i u
katalogu relativno nedavno odrzane izlozbe Stecci u
Neretvi — Umjetnost i obred >

Izvan okvira znanstveno-stru¢ne literature od
posebnog je znacenja nedavno realizirani projekt
evidencije nalazista stecaka na podrucju grada Plo-
¢a koji je provela udruga Oblicevac,® a koji je u
konacénici rezultirao spoznajama koje vjerojatno za-
okruzuju sliku stecaka u Stasevici, odnosno njihov
prostorni raspored prema publikaciji P. Kaera.

KATALOSKO-TOPOGRAFSKI PREGLED
STECAKA2®

U katalogu koji slijedi donosi se svojevrsna sin-
teza, odnosno pregled nalazista ste¢aka u pojasu
StaSevice prema sada$njem stupnju njihove istra-
zenosti te popis ukraSenih primjeraka.”®' Iznose se
vrsta, dimenzije i1 stanje oCuvanosti stecaka te za-
stupljeni ukrasni motivi. UreSeni spomenici ozna-
¢eni su rednim brojevima, s tim da sa svakim novim
nalazi§tem broj¢ani niz zapoCinje iznova. Prema
dostupnim podatcima i rezultatima dosadasnjih te-
renskih provjera, nalaziSta ste¢aka na podrucju Sta-
Sevice utvrdena su na sljede¢im poloZajima: Gnjeci
— Grebine u Crnoci, Grebine iznad Jezerca, gro-
blje crkve Svih svetih na Bristi te na trima poloza-
jima na prostoru zaseoka Miluse (Krvavac, Greblje
i Tangarija).** Nedavno su terenskim obilascima

287 Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Perki¢ 2012a, str. 845-847.

288 Volarevi¢ 2020. Zastupljena su tri najveca lokaliteta
i stecei u kontekstu toponima Krvavac ¢ije je bro-
jno stanje u meduvremenu nadopunjeno, prema:
Erak 2023, https://www.klikploce.com.hr/stazama-
plocanskih-stecaka-faza-1-3-novootkrivena-stecka-
na-stasevici [konzultirano 12. 4. 2024.].

29 Erak 2024, https://www.klikploce.com.hr/zavrsen-

projekt-stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-faza-1-pronade-

ni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigdje-zabiljezeni/ [kon-

zultirano 14. 4. 2024.].

Vecina je spomenika opisana prema terenskim biljes-

kama autorice teksta, osim gdje je naznaceno drukcije,

op. a.

Svu prilozenu nacrtnu dokumentaciju izradio je R.

Marsié, op. a.

292 Kaer 1887, str. 1-30; Tomasovié¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008,
str. 83; Tomasovi¢ 2013, str. 13—18; Tomasovi¢ 2014b,
str. 37-44; Tomasovi¢ 2014c¢, str. 101-114; Volarevié¢
2020.
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by M. Tomasovi¢, which provided new findings and
ultimately contributed to a more complete under-
standing of the topography of the stecci in Stasevi-
ca.?® On the other hand, detailed analytical studies
of the largest sites are still lacking, with the excep-
tion of a brief report on the documentation of the
largest site, in terms of the number of monuments,
Gnjeci—Grebine in Crnoc¢a.”®’ To the best of the
author’s knowledge, no comprehensive study devo-
ted specifically to these stecci has yet been publis-
hed. General information on the ste¢ci of Stasevica
is also included in the catalogue of the relatively re-
cent exhibition Stecci u Neretvi — Umjetnost i obred
(Stecci in the Neretva Region — Art and Ritual).?®

Outside the scope of academic and professional
literature, of particular importance is the recently
completed project conducted by the Oblicevac
association,”®® which involved the documentation
of stecak sites in the area of the City of Ploce. The
project ultimately produced findings that most li-
kely complete the current picture of the steéci of
Stasevica, particularly with regard to their spatial
distribution as originally outlined in the publication
by P. Kaer.

CATALOGUE AND TOPOGRAPHIC
OVERVIEW OF THE STECCI 2

The following catalogue presents a synthesis,
i.e. an overview of stecak sites in the StaSevica area
according to the current state of research, together
with a list of the decorated specimens,”' as well
as information on the type, dimensions, state of

2 Tomasovi¢ 2013, pp. 13-19; Tomasovi¢ 2014b, pp.
37-44; Tomasovi¢ 2014c, pp. 101-114; Tomasovi¢
2016a, pp. 23-28.

287 Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Perki¢ 2012a, pp. 845-847.

288 Volarevi¢ 2020. The three largest sites are included,
together with the stecci associated with the toponym
Krvavac, the recorded number of which has since been
supplemented according to: M. Erak 2023, https:/
www.klikploce.com.hr/stazama-plocanskih-ste-
caka-faza-1-3-novootkrivena-stecka-na-stasevici
(12/04/2024).

9 Erak 2024, https://www.klikploce.com.hr/zavrs-

en-projekt-stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-faza-1-pro-

nadeni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigdje-zabiljezeni/

(14/04/2024).

Unless otherwise indicated, the majority of the monu-

ments are described on the basis of the author’s field

notes, author’s note.

All of the accompanying line drawings were prepared

by R. Marsi¢, author’s note.
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¢lanova udruge Oblicevac potvrdena jos tri poloza-
ja koja u kontekstu ste¢aka spominje jo§ P. Kaer:
tri primjerka u kontekstu kamenoloma nedaleko
crkve Svih svetih na Bristi, odnosno, kako P. Kaer
navodi, ,,stotinjak koraka sjeverno od stare zupne
kucée®,*? te nedavno otkriveni ste¢ci na poloZajima
Krstine i Zutovica.®* Buduéi da se ne spominju u
struénim publikacijama, za njihovo je ,,ponovno ot-
kri¢e* zasluzna navedena udruga.

1) Gnjeci — Grebine u Crnoci

S 35 evidentiranih stecaka, prostorno vezanih
za komunikaciju koja se pruza od priobalja prema
unutra$njosti i za prapovijesni tumul,? lokalitet
u Crno¢i predstavlja najveée i najlakse dostupno
groblje sa ste¢cima u Stasevici.®® Toponim se prvi
put u izvorima spominje 1452. godine,”’ a u kon-
tekstu stecaka u publikaciji P. Kaera.?® Kasnije ga
spominju don R. Jerkovi¢*” te M. Jurisi¢, koji na-
vodi podatak o 30-ak ste¢aka, uz napomenu o poje-
dinim ukrasima i navodnim ostatcima nekadasnje
crkve,’ a njegove informacije o ste¢cima kasnije
prenosi S. Beslagi¢. !

23 Kaer 1887, str. 21; Erak 2023, https://www.klikploce.
com.hr/stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-otkriven-polozaj-
kaerovog-kamenoloma-stecaka-i-identificirani-novi-
stecci-pored-crkve-svih-svetih-u-bristi/ [konzultirano
12.4.2024.].

24 Detalje vidjeti na: Erak 2023, https://www.klikploce.

com.hr/stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-otkriven-polozaj-

kaerovog-kamenoloma-stecaka-i-identificirani-novi-
stecci-pored-crkve-svih-svetih-u-bristi  [konzultirano

12. 4. 2024.]; Erak 2024, https://www.klikploce.com.

hr/zavrsen-projekt-stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-faza-

1-pronadeni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigdje-zabilje-

zeni/ [konzultirano 14. 4. 2024.].

Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Perki¢ 2012a, str. 845. Premda je

rije¢ o novijoj komunikaciji, istim prostorom prolazi

i stari cestovni pravac (Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Perki¢

2012a, str. 845).

2% Nalaziste se u literaturi uglavnom spominje u prostor-
nom kontekstu naselja Stasevice, no u Kovacevi¢ Bo-
karica, Perki¢ 2012a navodi se da je lokalitet smjesten
»juzno od zaselka GnjecCa, u naselju Plina Jezero (u
blizini administrativne granice prema naselju Stasevi-
ca), u okviru grada Ploca, k.¢. 652/1, 652/2, k.o. Pasi-
¢ina“ (Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Perki¢ 2012a, str. 845).

»7 Vidovi¢ 2013, str. 12.

8 Kaer 1887, str. 30, gdje Crno¢u spominje tek toponi-
mom, uz kra¢u napomenu da i ondje ima stec¢aka, op.
a.

29 Vidovi¢ 2000, str. 392.

300 Jurisi¢ 1968, str. 24.

301 Beslagi¢ 1971, str. 86.
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preservation and recorded decorative motifs. Dec-
orated monuments are marked with serial numbers,
whereby the numerical sequence restarts at each
new site. According to available data and the results
of previous field surveys, stecak sites in the Stasevi-
ca area have been identified at the following local-
ities: Gnjeci—Grebine in Crnoca, Grebine above
Jezerac, the cemetery of the Church of All Saints
in Brista, and at three locations in the area of the
hamlet of Milusa (Krvavac, Greblje and Tangari-
ja).** Recently, additional field surveys conducted
by members of the Obli¢evac association have con-
firmed three further locations already mentioned by
P. Kaer in the context of stecci: three specimens in
the vicinity of a quarry near the Church of All
Saints in Brista, or, as Kaer describes, “a hundred
paces or so north of the old parish house,”** as well
as newly identified steéci at the site of Krstine and
Zutovica.® Since they are not mentioned in the
scholarly publications, their “rediscovery” is credit-
ed to the aforementioned association.

1) Gnjeci-Grebine in Crnoca

With 35 recorded steéci, spatially associated
with a communication route extending from the
coastal zone towards the interior and a prehistoric
tumulus,”’ the site in Crnoca represents the larg-
est and most easily accessible cemetery with stecci
in StaSevica.”® The toponym is first mentioned in

22 Kaer 1887, pp. 1-30; Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008,
p- 83; Tomasovi¢ 2013, pp. 13—18; Tomasovi¢ 2014b,
pp. 37-44; Tomasovi¢ 2014c, pp. 101-114; Volarevi¢
2020.

3 Kaer 1887, p. 21; Erak 2023, https://www.klik-

ploce.com.hr/stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-otkriv-

en-polozaj-kaerovog-kamenoloma-stecaka-i-identif-
icirani-novi-stecci-pored-crkve-svih-svetih-u-bristi/

(12/04/2024).

For details see: Erak 2023, https://www.klikploce.com.

hr/stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-otkriven-polozaj-kaer-

ovog-kamenoloma-stecaka-i-identificirani-novi-stec-

ci-pored-crkve-svih-svetih-u-bristi (12/04/2024);,

Erak 2024, https://www.klikploce.com.hr/zavrs-

en-projekt-stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-faza-1-pro-

nadeni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigdje-zabiljezeni/

(14/04/2024).

25 Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Perki¢ 2012a, p. 845. Although

the present-day road is of more recent origin, the same

route was already used by an earlier road communica-

tion (Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Perki¢ 2012a, p. 845).

The site is generally mentioned in the literature with-

in the spatial context of the settlement of Stasevica.
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Istih se stecaka doti¢u 1 V. Vréi¢, takoder s na-
pomenom o mogucim ostatcima crkve na prostoru
lokaliteta,*® te, dosta uopceno i uglavnom tek na-
vodenjem naziva toponima, V. Sokol*® i R. Juri¢.’*
Op¢i podatci o nalaziStu predoc€eni su i u popratnom
katalogu izlozbe Stecci (spominje se 36 stecaka, od
kojih su 22 tipa sanduka, te ukrasni motivi).**> Zna-
¢ajan je projekt dokumentiranja nalaziSta, o kojem
je sastavljeno i krace izvje$¢e’® u kojem se spomi-
nje 35 ste¢aka (20 sanduka i 15 ploca), orijentiranih
u smjeru sjeverozapad-jugoistok i ve¢im dijelom
sacuvanih in sifu.’” Kada je rije¢ o njihovoj izradi,
zastupljeni su primjerci izvrsne i solidne izrade, ali
i amorfni oblici, dok svega Cetiri primjerka sadrze
ukrase.’® Isti je broj ste¢aka predo¢en i u katalogu
izloZbe Stec¢ci u Neretvi — Umjetnost i obred.>®

Stecak 1 — sanduk, dim. 198 — 202 x 79 — 86 x
35 — 48 c¢cm.*!? Djelomice utonuo u zemlju. Solid-
ne izrade. Cjelovito ocuvan, s odlomljenim uglom i
prirodnim usjekotinama na gornjoj plohi, koja sadr-
zava reljefni prikaz polumjeseca. Na istoj se plohi
nalazi 1 manji urezani kriz*!! (crtez 7).

Stecak 2 —nizi sanduk, dim. 145 x 68 — 77 x 36
— 42 cm. Cjelovito o¢uvan. Solidne izrade, ali ipak
losije u usporedbi s preostalim ukrasenim primjer-
cima. Gornja ploha je neravna i sadrzava reljefni
prikaz grékog kriza’'? (crtez 8).

Stecak 3 — plo¢a (prema odnosu ukupnih di-
menzija stecka: 213 — 228 x 121 x 38 — 40 cm).
Cjelovito ocuvana. Dobre izrade. Gornja zagladena
ploha ima reljefni prikaz malteskog kriza (crtez 9).

Stecak 4 — nizi sanduk, dim. 167 — 173 x 110
x do 45 cm. Cjelovito ocuvan. Dobre izrade. Na

302 Vr¢i¢ 1974, str. 193.

303 Sokol 1980, str. 272.

304 Juri¢ 2003, str. 337.

305 Tomasovi¢, Perkié¢, Alduk 2008, str. 83.

306 Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Perki¢ 2012a, str. 845-847.

307 Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Perki¢ 2012a, str. 845-846.

308 Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, str. 83; Kovacevié

Bokarica, Perki¢ 2012a, str. 846.

Volarevi¢ 2020. Primjetna manja neuskladenost stati-

stickih podataka u literaturi, ne samo na primjeru ovog

ve¢ 1 preostalih lokaliteta, ne treba Cuditi jer je sve

donedavno prostor vecine polozaja bio dosta nepre-

gledan, u smislu guste vegetacije i bez ras¢is¢avanja

terena bilo je teze uociti sve pojave, op. a.

Mjerljive debljine, op. a.

311 Tomasovi¢ 2008b, str. 178.

312 Fotografija stecka objavljena u: Kovacevi¢ Bokarica,
Perki¢ 2012a, str. 845.
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historical sources in 1452,°7 and in the context of
ste¢ci in the publication of P. Kaer.>® It was later
referenced by Don R. Jerkovi¢,”® and by M. Juri-
§i¢, who records approximately 30 stecci, noting the
presence of certain ornaments and alleged remains
of a former church.>® His information on the stecci
was subsequently cited by S. Beslagi¢.3"!

The same monuments are also mentioned by V.
Vrci¢, likewise with reference to possible remains
of a church at the site.*” They are also mentioned,
albeit in a rather general manner and primarily
through toponymic references, by V. Sokol** and
R. Juri¢.*™ General data on the site are also presen-
ted in the accompanying catalogue of the exhibi-
tion Stec¢ci (which records 36 stecci, of which 22
are chest-shaped monuments, along with decora-
tive motifs).’® A significant documentation pro-
ject was subsequently undertaken, resulting in a
brief report’® in which 35 steéci are recorded (20
chest-shaped monuments and 15 slabs), oriented
northwest—southeast and for the most part preserved
307 In terms of workmanship, the represented
specimens include examples of excellent and solid
craftsmanship, as well as more amorphous forms,
while only four specimens are decorated.’® The
same number of stecci is also presented in the cata-
logue of the exhibition Stecci u Neretvi — Umjetnost
i obred "

in situ.

However, Kovacevi¢ Bokarica and Perki¢ (2012a)
state that it is located “south of the hamlet of Gnjeca,
within the settlement of Plina Jezero (near the admin-
istrative boundary with the settlement of Stasevica),
in the area of the town of Ploce, cadastral parcels
652/1 and 652/2, cadastral municipality of Pasicina”
(Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Perki¢ 2012a, p. 845).

7 Vidovi¢ 2013, p. 12.

8 Kaer 1887, p. 30, where Crnoca is mentioned only by
its toponym, accompanied by the brief remark that
stecci are also present there, author’s note.

2% Vidovi¢ 2000, p. 392.

300 JuriSic¢ 1968, p. 24.

301 Beslagi¢ 1971, p. 86.

302 Vrei¢ 1974, p. 193.

393 Sokol 1980, p. 272.

304 Juri¢ 2003, p. 337.

305 Tomasovié, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, p. 83.

306 Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Perki¢ 2012a, pp. 845-847.

307 Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Perki¢ 2012a, pp. 845-846.

398 Tomasovié¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, p. 83; Kovacevié

Bokarica, Perki¢ 2012a, p. 846.

Volarevi¢ 2020. Minor discrepancies in the statistical

data presented in the literature, not only for this site

but also for the other sites, are unsurprising, since until
recently the area of most of the sites was rather diffi-
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bo¢nim plohama primjetna su oSte¢enja. Gornja za-
ravnjena ploha sadrzava ukrase. Kompozicijom do-
minira reljefni prikaz malteskog kriza, a u uglovima
stranice nalaze se osmerokrake zvijezde (osmerola-
ti¢ne rozete) izduzenih, Siljatih krakova. Citava je
kompozicija obrubljena bordurama u obliku niza
urezanih trokuta i tordirane vrpce. Potonja se pruza
i bo¢nim plohama, a ispod nje se ponavljaju viseéi
trokuti*!® (crtez 10).

Osim ukrasenih, zbog njihovih oblikovnih zna-
Cajki treba izdvojiti i dva neukraSena spomenika:
plocu dimenzija 176 % 82 x 20 cm, koja s jedne
bocne strane ima reljefno uzdignut rub (4 cm), i
primjerak dimenzija 206 x 100 x 34 cm sa zako-
Senim rubovima na gornjoj strani, ,,cime se dobiva
dojam krova na Cetiri vode “.*'* U kontekstu nala-
ziSta treba podsjetiti 1 na natuknicu M. JuriSi¢a o
moguc¢im ostatcima crkve koja bi se, prema predaji,
trebala nalaziti na prostoru samog lokaliteta i ,,sta-
rih zidina“ u njegovoj blizini.*"> Slijedom navede-
nog, u pratnji M. Radaljca’'® autorica je ponovila
terenski obilazak, pri ¢emu su u blizini groblja fo-
todokumentirani fragmenti keramike i konstrukcije,
odnosno klesanci za koje se moze pretpostaviti da
predstavljaju ostatke odredenih gradnji.*'” Juriic¢ev
podatak isti¢e i M. Tomasovié, s napomenom da je
za utvrdivanje stvarnog karaktera mogucih ostataka
gradnje nuzna provedba arheoloskih istraZivanja.*'8
u neposrednoj blizini lokaliteta i ¢lanovi udruge
Oblicevac pronasli i fotodokumentirali ,,dobro ocu-
vane strukture objekata®.3"?

313 Fotografija steCka objavljena u: Kovacevi¢ Bokarica,

Perki¢ 2012a, str. 845-846; Tomasovi¢ 2017, str. 303,
sl. 24, a crtez istog stecka u: Tomasovi¢ 2008a, str.
128.

314 Tomasovi¢ 2008a, str. 124; Maljkovi¢ 2008Db, str. 39,
sl. 6; str. 41-42, sl. 9-10; Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Perki¢
2012a, str. 846.

315 JuriSi¢ 1968, str. 24.

316 Autorica ovim putem zahvaljuje kolegi M. Radaljcu
na pomoc¢i, op. a.

317 Maljkovi¢ 2008b, str. 44—46.

318 Tomasovi¢ 2016b, str. 129-130.

319 Detaljniji opis vidjeti kod: Erak 2023, https:/www.
klikploce.com.hr/senzacionalno-otkrice-pored-ne-
kropole-stecaka-grebine-crnoca [konzultirano 12. 4.
2024.], gdje se nalaze i op¢i podatci o broju i ukrasima
stecaka, op. a.

Stecak 1 — chest, dim. 198-202 x 79-86 x
35-48 cm.*! Partly sunk into the ground. Of sound
workmanship. Completely preserved, with a corner
broken off and natural incisions on the upper surfa-
ce, which features a relief depiction of a crescent.
The same surface also contains a smaller incised
cross.’!! (Drawing 7)

Stecak 2 - lower chest, dim. 145 x 68-77 x
3642 cm. Completely preserved. Of sound wor-
kmanship, although of somewhat lower quality
compared to the other decorated specimens. The
upper surface is uneven and bears a relief depiction
of a Greek cross.*'? (Drawing 8)

Stecak 3— slab (overall dimensions of the ste-
¢ak: 213-228 x 121 x 38-40 cm). Completely pre-
served. Of good workmanship. The smoothed upper
surface has a relief depiction of a Maltese cross.
(Drawing 9)

Stecak 4 — lower chest, dim. 167-173 x 110 x
up to 45 cm. Completely preserved. Of good wor-
kmanship. Damage is visible on the lateral faces.
The flattened upper surface is decorated: the com-
position is dominated by a relief depiction of a Mal-
tese cross, while the corners of the surface conta-
in eight-pointed stars (octopetalous rosettes) with
elongated pointed arms. The entire composition is
framed by borders consisting of a series of incised
triangles and a twisted band. The latter also runs
along the lateral faces, beneath which a repeated
motif of hanging triangles appears.’'* (Drawing 10)

In addition to the decorated examples, two una-
dorned monuments should also be highlighted due
to their morphological features: a slab measuring
176 x 82 x 20 cm, which on one lateral side has
a raised relief edge (4 cm), and a specimen mea-
suring 206 x 100 x 34 cm, with chamfered upper
edges “creating the impression of a four-pitched
roof.”*'* In the context of the site, mention should

cult to survey, in the sense of dense vegetation. With-
out vegetation clearance, it was difficult to identify all
of the monuments and features present, author’s note.
Measurable thickness, author’s note.

311 Tomasovic¢ 2008b, p. 178.

312 A photograph of the stecak is published in: Kovadevié
Bokarica, Perki¢ 2012a, p. 845.

A photograph of the stecak is published in: Kovacevi¢
Bokarica, Perki¢ 2012a, pp. 845-846; Tomasovic
2017, p. 303, fig. 24, and a drawing of the same ste¢ak
in: Tomasovi¢ 2008a, p. 128.

314 Tomasovi¢ 2008a, p. 124; Maljkovi¢ 2008b, p. 39, fig.
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2) Grebine iznad Jezerca*®

Drugo po broju ste¢aka najvece nalaziSte nalazi
se na ostatcima prapovijesnog kamenog tumula po-
dignutog na strmom uzviSenju iznad manjeg polja
Jezerca. Za razliku od prethodnog, ovaj je polozaj
teze pristupacan te je potrebno otprilike pola sata
uspona do ravnog platoa sa ste¢cima, s kojeg se
pruza atraktivna vizura na okolni krajobraz. P. Kaer
isti¢e da je groblje polozeno ,,gotovo posred manje
doline, izmedu Gradine i drugih nizih brezuljaka
koji dominiraju poljem Jezerac kroz koje prolazi i
put prema naselju Pasi¢ini?! i prilaze skicu zate-
cene situacije, odnosno 27 stecaka sa zastupljenim
ukrasima.’?? U kontekstu istog polozaja M. Juri§i¢
spominje 22 stecka, s napomenom da ih, prema ka-
zivanju mjesnog stanovni$tva, ima jo$.3?* Sli¢ne po-
datke iznose S. Beglagié¢ i V. Vréi¢ te isticu simbol
kriza kao najucestaliji motiv na ste¢cima.*?* U kata-
logu izlozbe Stecci navodi se podatak o 22 sanduka
i jednom primjerku plo¢astog sljemenjaka, od kojih
je sedam ukraSeno.** Isti broj ste¢aka donosi i kata-
log izlozbe Stecci u Neretvi — Umjetnost i obred.*
Pri ponovljenom obilasku polozaja autorica je po-
pisala 24 stecka i plocasti sljemenjak, od kojih je
devet ukraseno.*?’

U pogledu ovog lokaliteta znacajni su rezultati
terenskih izvida ¢lanova udruge Oblicevac, od kojih
je najintrigantniji ,,pronalazak® jednog od spomeni-
ka s Kaerovih crteza, tocnije primjerka s prikazom
dviju muskih figura i neodredenog predmeta (?),**
koji nije evidentiran pri ranijim izvidima. M. Erak

320 Autorica je prvi put razgledala lokalitet s ravnateljem
Gradskog muzeja Makarska, M. Tomasovi¢em, op. a.

21 Kaer 1887, str. 25-26.

322 Kaer 1887, str. 26, sl. 9.

33 Jurisi¢ 1968, str. 24-25.

324 Beslagi¢ 1971, str. 86; Vr¢i¢ 1974, str. 193.

325 Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, str. 83.

326 Volarevi¢ 2020.

327 Maljkovi¢ 2008b, str. 47-57.

38 Kaer 1887, str. 26, sl. 9; M. Erak 2022, https://ploce.
com.hr/kultura/foto-vracanje-kaerovog-stecka-na-ori-
ginalno-mjesto-iznad-jezerca-u-bristi/  [konzultirano
12. 4. 2024.]. U dvama objavljenim tekstovima Erak
spominje razli€iti broj stecaka: 25, odnosno 26 primje-
raka; viSe detalja o njegovim opazanjima vidjeti kod:
M. Erak 2022, https://ploce.com.hr/kultura/foto-vra-
canje-kaerovog-stecka-na-originalno-mjesto-iznad-
jezerca-u-bristi/ [konzultirano 12. 4. 2024.]; M. Erak
2023, https://www.klikploce.com.hr/stazama-plocan-
skih-stecaka-staro-greblje-iznad-jezerca-u-bristi-po-
red-stasevice/ [konzultirano 12. 4. 2024.].

also be made of M. Juri$i¢’s note concerning possi-
ble remains of a church, which, according to local
tradition, would have been located within the site
itself, as well as “old structures” in its vicinity.’!3
Following this information, and accompanied by
M. Radaljac,*'® the author conducted a renewed fi-
eld inspection, during which fragments of pottery
and architectural elements, i.e. dressed stone blocks
that may represent the remains of certain structures,
were documented in the vicinity of the cemetery.’"’
Jurisi¢’s information is also cited by M. Tomaso-
vi¢, with the remark that archaeological investi-
gations would be necessary in order to determine
the actual nature of these potential structural rema-
ins.*!® Recently, during site clearance works in the
immediate vicinity of the locality, members of the
Oblicevac association also identified and photo-
graphically documented “well-preserved structures
of buildings.”"°

2) Grebine above Jezerac®*®

The second largest site by number of steéci
lies on the remains of a prehistoric stone tumulus
erected on a steep elevation above the small field
of Jezerac. Unlike the previous site, this location is
more difficult to access, requiring approximately
a thirty-minute ascent to a flat plateau with stecci,
from which an attractive view of the surrounding
landscape opens. P. Kaer notes that the necropolis
is situated “almost in the middle of a small valley,
between Gradina and other lower hills that domi-
nate the field of Jezerac through which the road
towards the settlement of Pasicina passes,”*' and
provides a sketch of the situation as encountered,
namely 27 stecci with visible ornaments represen-

6; pp. 41-42, figs. 9-10; Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Perki¢
2012a, p. 846.
315 JuriSic¢ 1968, p. 24.
316 The author hereby thanks her colleague M. Radaljac
for his help, author’s note.
317 Maljkovi¢ 2008b, pp. 44—46.
318 Tomasovi¢ 2016b, pp. 129-130.
3% For a more detailed description see: Erak 2023,
https://www.klikploce.com.hr/senzacionalno-ot-
krice-pored-nekropole-stecaka-grebine-crnoca
(12/04/2024), which also provides general informa-
tion on the number and decoration of the stecci, au-
thor’s note.
The present author first visited the site together with
M. Tomasovi¢, Director of the Makarska Town Muse-
um, author’s note.
321 Kaer 1887, pp. 25-26.
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takoder navodi da tijekom prvog posjeta nalazistu
nije uocio taj ste¢ak, a u konacnici se ispostavilo
da je netko svojedobno okrenuo stecak na njegovu
boc¢nu ukrasenu plohu te je naposljetku vracen u pr-
vobitni polozaj.’®

Drugo znacajno otkri¢e dodatno obogacuje sliku
ukrasavanja stecaka iznad Jezerca, a odnosi se na
motiv koji asocira na figuru u stavu oranta, zastu-
pljen na drugom stec¢ku koji je bio preokrenut na
ukraSenu, u ovom sluéaju gornju plohu. Taj motiv
dotad nije registrirao ni P. Kaer, §to upucuje na za-
kljucak da je stecak okrenut prije Kaerova dolaska
na teren** (crtez 11).%%!

U svjetlu svega navedenog, a narocito imajuci u
vidu slabu zastupljenost ukrasavanja ste¢aka u do-
njoneretvanskom kraju,*? lokalitet se posebno isti¢e
upravo brojem ukraSenih primjeraka. U konacnici
je rije¢ o 12 ukrasenih spomenika,*** §to iznosi go-
tovo polovicu njihova ukupnog broja.’3* NalaziSte
je znacajno i s tipoloskog aspekta, u smislu eviden-
cije ve¢ istaknutog rijetkog primjerka niskog, tzv.
plocastog sljemenjaka,**® a istovjetan je primjerak

32 M. Erak 2022, https://ploce.com.hr/kultura/foto-vra-
canje-kaerovog-stecka-na-originalno-mjesto-iznad-je-
zerca-u-bristi [konzultirano 12. 4. 2024.]. Uz potporu
I. Alduka, proc¢elnika Konzervatorskog odjela u Imot-
skom, op. a. Kada se analiti¢nije promotri Kaerova
tlocrtna skica nalazista (Kaer 1887, str. 26, sl. 9) na-
kon ovog saznanja, prvobitni polozaj stecka zapravo
je jasno uocljiv, odnosno razabire se postojanje ukrasa
na boc¢noj stranici jednog od stec¢aka, premda posve
necitljiv, op. a.

30 Erak 2022, https://ploce.com.hr/kultura/foto-vracanje-

kaerovog-stecka-na-originalno-mjesto-iznad-jezer-

ca-u-bristi/; Erak 2023, https://www.klikploce.com.
hr/stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-staro-greblje-iznad-

jezerca-u-bristi-pored-stasevice [konzultirano 12. 4.

2024.].

Stecei 10, 11 i 12: primjerak s mozebitnim ukrasom

Stapa (br. 10) i dva spomenika koja su u novije vrijeme

otkrili ¢lanovi udruge Oblicevac — jedan s prikazom

dviju muskih figura (br. 11), a drugi s motivom koji
asocira na oranta (br. 12). U vrijeme dokumentiranja
nalazi$ta teren je bio jako nepristupacan i obrastao ra-
slinjem, stoga su izgledna manja odstupanja od stvar-

nog stanja, op. a.

32 MiloSevi¢ 2011, str. 215; Tomasovi¢ 2013, str. 17; To-

masovi¢ 2014c¢, str. 110.

Motiv Stapa nije potvrden, ali je izgledan, a stecak 5 je

uvrsten zbog reljefne istake, op. a.

Ako se uzme u obzir Kaerov podatak o 27 spomeni-

ka, 44 % stecaka je ukraseno. Aktualni podatci idu u

rasponu od 25 do 26 stecaka, a u tom slucaju 48 %,

odnosno 46 % stecaka imas ukrase, op. a.

35 Tomasovi¢ 2008a, str. 123; Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011,
str. 264.

33

333

334

ted.’?? In the same context, M. Juri$i¢ mentions 22
ste¢ci, adding that, according to local population,
more may exist.*? Similar data are provided by S.
Beslagi¢ and V. Vr¢i¢, who emphasise the cross as
the most frequent motif on these monuments.’**
The catalogue of the exhibition Stecci records 22
chest-shaped monuments and one slab-shaped ga-
bled stecak, of which seven are decorated.’” The
same number of stecci is also given in the catalo-
gue of the exhibition Stecci u Neretvi — Umjetnost i
obred.?*® During a renewed field survey, the author
recorded 24 ste¢ci and one slab-shaped gabled spe-
cimen, of which nine are decorated.??’

Of particular importance for this site are the re-
sults of field surveys conducted by members of the
Oblicevac association, the most intriguing of which
was the “rediscovery” of one monument depicted
in Kaer’s drawings, namely a stecak with a repre-
sentation of two male figures and an indeterminate
object (?),°*® which had not been recorded during
earlier surveys. M. Erak also notes that during his
first visit to the site he did not notice this stecak.
It was subsequently established that someone had
at some point turned the ste¢ak onto its decorated
lateral face, but it was later returned to its original
position.*?

322 Kaer 1887, p. 26, fig. 9.

32 Jurisi¢ 1968, pp. 24-25.

324 Beslagi¢ 1971, p. 86; Vrci¢ 1974, p. 193.

325 Tomasovié, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, p. 83.

326 Volarevi¢ 2020.

327 Maljkovi¢ 2008b, pp. 47-57.

328 Kaer 1887, p. 26, fig. 9; M. Erak 2022, https://
ploce.com.hr/kultura/foto-vracanje-kaerovog-stec-
ka-na-originalno-mjesto-iznad-jezerca-u-bristi/
(12/04/2024). In two published articles, Erak gives dif-
ferent totals for the number of stecci at the site, namely
25 and 26 specimens. For a more detailed discussion of
his observations, see: M. Erak 2022, https://ploce.com.
hr/kultura/foto-vracanje-kaerovog-stecka-na-origi-
nalno-mjesto-iznad-jezerca-u-bristi/  (12/04/2024);,
M. Erak 2023, https://www.klikploce.com.hr/staza-
ma-plocanskih-stecaka-staro-greblje-iznad-jezer-
ca-u-bristi-pored-stasevice/ (12/04/2024).

329 M. Erak 2022, https://ploce.com.hr/kultura/fo-
to-vracanje-kaerovog-stecka-na-originalno-mjes-
to-iznad-jezerca-u-bristi  (12/04/2024). This was
carried out with the support of I. Alduk, head of the
Conservation Department in Imotski (author’s note).
When Kaer’s ground plan of the site (Kaer 1887, p.
26, Fig. 9) is re-examined in light of this discovery, the
original position of the ste¢ak becomes readily appar-
ent. It is also possible to discern decoration on the side
face of one of the monuments, although the motifiitself
is entirely illegible, author’s note.
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registriran i juzno od groblja crkve Svih svetih na
Bristi.**® Vecina je spomenika solidne izrade, ali su
zastupljeni i loSije izradeni steéci. Gotovo je isklju-
¢ivo rije¢ o sanducima, uglavnom nizim oblicima.
Stecci su orijentirani u smjeru istok-zapad, a za po-
jedine je primjerke utvrdeno da su pomicani.**’

Stecak 1 — nizi sanduk, dim. 170 — 176 — 185
x 103 x do 30 cm. Polozen na isto¢nom rubu gro-
blja. Djelomice ostecen. Dobre izrade. Njegova je
zapadna strana reljefno istaknuta. Gornja je ploha
ukrasena reljefnim prikazom muske figure sa Stitom
1 macem, odnosno ratnika. Njegova desna ruka svi-
nuta je u laktu i podignuta u razini glave, a u lijevoj
drzi §tit iza kojeg je postavljen mac s jabucastim
zavrSetkom drske (crtez 12).

Stecak 2 — plocasti sljemenjak, dim. 126 — 135
x 70 — 80 x 25 — 28 c¢m, na isto¢nom rubu groblja.
Solidne izrade. Dio stecka odlomljen. SrediSnjim
bridom gornje plohe proteze se ,,reljefno uze®, od-
nosno svojevrsno plasti¢no zadebljanje, a njegova
su plitka sljemena istovjetnim uzorkom podijeljena
na vise neukrasenih romboidnih polja (crtez 13).

Stecak 3 — nizi sanduk, dim. 130 x 60 x 43 cm
(mjerljive vrijednosti), na isto¢nom dijelu groblja.
Dobre izrade. Citavu gornju plohu zauzima reljefni
kriz s jabucastim zavrSetcima gornjih hasti, a donji
krak ima razvijeno postolje. Sugerira antropomor-
fni karakter. PoviSe postolja, sa strana kriza, nalaze
se i dva kruzna bazencica (crtez 14).

Stecak 4 — sanduk, dim. 132 — 136 x 72 x 50
— 58 cm, na isto¢nom dijelu groblja. Dobre izrade.
Cjelovito o¢uvan. Sredinom gornje stranice izve-
deno je svojevrsno postolje, odnosno reljefno izdi-
gnuta povrsina pravokutnog oblika s reljefnim pri-
kazom kriza proSirenih zavrSetaka hasti (crtez 15).

Stecak 5 —nizi sanduk, dim. 117 — 124 x 42 — 56
x 23 — 30 cm, na sredi$njem dijelu groblja. Losije
izrade, s nepravilnim rubovima i blago zaobljenim
uglovima. Cini se da je pomican. Na gornjoj stra-
nici nalazi se reljefno ispupcenje ovalnog oblika s
kruznim bazenci¢em po sredini (crtez 16).

Stecak 6 — sanduk, dim. 142 x 46 — 63 x 40 —
50 cm, na sredi$njem dijelu groblja. Dobre izrade.

Cjelovito ocuvan. Gornja je ploha ukraSena ,,izdu-
zenim“ krizem blago prosirenih krajeva hasti. Po-

36 Maljkovi¢ 2008b, str. 64—65, sl. 37-38.
37 Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, str. 83.

A second significant discovery further enriches
the understanding of the decoration of the stecci
above Jezerac, referring to a motif resembling a fi-
gure in an orans pose on another monument that had
been overturned onto its decorated upper surface,
which in this case had not been recorded by P. Kaer.
This suggests that the monument had been turned
prior to Kaer’s field visit.*** (Drawing 11)*!

In light of the above, and particularly conside-
ring the limited occurrence of decorated stecci in
the Lower Neretva region,*? the site stands out for
the number of decorated examples. In total, 12 de-
corated monuments have been identified,*** which
amounts to almost half their total number.*** The
site is also significant from a typological perspec-
tive due to the presence of the already noted rare
specimen of a lower, so-called slab-shaped gabled
stecak,’> a form also recorded south of the ceme-
tery of the Church of All Saints at Brista.*** Most
monuments are of solid workmanship, although
poorly executed examples are also present. These
are almost exclusively chest-shaped monuments,
predominantly of the lower forms. The stec¢ci are
oriented east—west, and certain specimens were de-
termined to have been shifted.*’

30 Erak 2022, https://ploce.com.hr/kultura/foto-vra-
canje-kaerovog-stecka-na-originalno-mjes-
to-iznad-jezerca-u-bristi/ ; Erak 2023, https:/www.
klikploce.com.hr/stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-sta-
ro-greblje-iznad-jezerca-u-bristi-pored-stasevice
(12/04/2024).
Stecei 10, 11 and 12 denote the monument possibly
decorated with the motif of a staff (no. 10) and two
monuments ‘newly identified’ by the Oblicevac asso-
ciation: one depicting two male figures (no. 11) and
the other bearing a motif reminiscent of an orans fig-
ure (no. 12). At the time the site was documented, the
terrain was extremely difficult to access and heavily
overgrown with vegetation; consequently, minor dis-
crepancies from the actual situation are to be expected,
author’s note.
332 Milosevi¢ 2011, p. 215; Tomasovi¢ 2013, p. 17; To-
masovi¢ 2014c, p. 110.
The staff motif has not been confirmed, although its
presence appears likely, while stecak 5 has been in-
cluded on account of its relief projection, author’s
note.
If Kaer’s figure of 27 monuments is taken into ac-
count, then 44% of the stecci are decorated. According
to current data, which ranges between 25 and 26 ste¢-
ci, the proportion of decorated stecci rises to 48% or
46%, respectively, author’s note.
335 Tomasovi¢ 2008a, p. 123; Bili¢, Ivisi¢, Vuli¢ 2011, p.
264.
33 Maljkovi¢ 2008b, pp. 6465, figs. 37-38.
337 Tomasovié, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, p. 83.
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stoji moguénost da je iznad njega naznacen i motiv
kruznog oblika (crtez 17).

Stecak 7 — nizi sanduk (?), dim. 114 x 55 — 64
x 22 —29 cm (mjerljive debljine). Dijelom je uko-
pan u kameni nanos. Nalazi se na zapadnom dijelu
groblja. Cjelovito o¢uvan, nepravilnih rubova. Gor-
nja ploha sadrzava prikaz plitkoreljefnog kriza koji
asocira na figuru u stavu oranta, vrlo sli¢an ,,novo-
otkrivenom® motivu. Njegov je gornji krak nazna-
¢en vijencem, odnosno ¢ini se da u ovom slucaju
nije ni prikazan, ve¢ je prikazan iskljucivo njegov
zavrsetak u obliku reljefno oblikovanog kruznog
vijenca, koji sugerira glavu, a njegova se poprec-
na hasta, s kruzno oblikovanim zavrSetcima, o$tro
lomi prema gore i asocira na uzdignute ruke. Do-
nji je krak zatvoren horizontalnom linijom ili ,,gre-
dom* (crtez 18).

Stecak 8 — sanduk, dim. 177 x 83 —94 x 27 —38
cm. Zajedno sa steckom 9 nalazi se na sjevernijem,
izvuCenijem rubu groblja. Dobre izrade. Cjelovito
ocuvan. Gornja ploha oivi¢ena je bordurom u obli-
ku tordirane vrpce,** ali i dijagonalno presjecena
drugom vrpcom. Na istoj se stranici nalazi i tordi-
rani vijenac koji oivi¢uje (?) kruzno udubljenje, od-
nosno kamenicu (crtez 19).

Stecak 9 — sanduk, dim. 160 x 68 — 81 — 87 x
44 — 47 cm. Cjelovito ocuvan. Boéne plohe ostece-
ne. Suzava se prema istocnoj strani. Gornja ploha
sadrzava reljefni motiv latinskog kriza (crtez 20).

Stecak 10 — nizi sanduk, dim. 121 x 62 x 28
cm, losije izrade. Evidentiran na sredisnjem dijelu
groblja. Cini se da na gornjoj plohi sadrzi motiv,
moguce vrstu Stapa (?)** (sL. 17).

Opisi posljednjih dvaju stecaka preuzeti su od
M. Eraka, odnosno izneseni su prema sadrzaju i pri-
lozenim fotografijama u dostupnim tekstovima.?*

Stecak 11 — sanduk, poloZen s juzne strane stec-
ka 4, u zateCenom stanju okrenut na bo¢nu plohu
ukrasenu prikazom dviju muskih figura i predmeta

(?)'341

38 U literaturi naznacena i kao bordura od kosih crtica

(Tomasovic, perki¢, Alduk 2008, str. §83).

Taj motiv spominje i Skobalj, ali zajedno s kameni-

com, &ini se na istom stecku (Skobalj 1970, str. 283).

30 Erak 2022, https:/ploce.com.hr/kultura/foto-vraca-
nje-kaerovog-stecka-na-originalno-mjesto-iznad-je-
zerca-u-bristi/ [konzultirano 12. 4. 2024.]; Erak 2023,
https://www.klikploce.com.hr/stazama-plocanskih-
stecaka-staro-greblje-iznad-jezerca-u-bristi-pored-sta-
sevice [konzultirano 12. 4. 2024.].

31 Crtez stecka nalazi se u: Kaer 1887, str. 27, sl. 10.
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Stecak 1 — lower chest, dim. 170-176-185 x
103 x up to 30 cm. Located on the eastern edge of
the cemetery. Partially damaged. Well executed.
Its western side is emphasised in relief. The upper
surface bears a relief depiction of a male figure
with shield and sword, i.e. a warrior. His right arm
is bent at the elbow and raised to the level of the
head, while in his left hand he holds a shield behind
which is placed a sword with a globular pommel.
(Drawing 12)

Stecak 2 — slab-shaped gabled stecak, dim. 126—
135 x 70-80 x 25-28 cm, on the eastern edge of
the cemetery. Of sound workmanship. Part of the
stecak is broken off. Along the central ridge of the
upper surface runs a ‘relief cord’, i.e. a kind of pla-
stic raised band, while the shallow sloping surfaces
are divided by an identical pattern into several un-
decorated fields forming rhomboid fields. (Drawing
13)

Stecak 3 — lower chest, dim. 130 x 60 x 43 cm
(measurable values), located in the eastern part of
the cemetery. Well executed. The entire upper sur-
face is occupied by a relief cross with apple-shaped
terminals to the upper arms, while the lower arm
has an expanded base, suggesting an anthropomor-
phic character. Above the base, on either side of the
cross, are two circular small basins. (Drawing 14)

Stecak 4 — chest, dim. 132-136 x 72 x 50-58
cm, located in the eastern part of the cemetery. Well
executed. Completely preserved. Along the centre
of the upper surface is a kind of base, i.e. a raised
rectangular field with a relief depiction of a cross
with expanded arm terminals. (Drawing 15)

Stecak 5 — lower chest, dim. 117-124 x 42-56
x 23-30 cm, located in the central part of the ce-
metery. Poorly executed, with irregular edges and
slightly rounded corners. It appears to have been
displaced. The upper surface contains an oval relief
protrusion with a circular small basin in the middle.
(Drawing 16)

Stecak 6 - chest, dim. 142 x 46—63 x 40-50 cm,
located in the central part of the cemetery. Well exe-
cuted. Completely preserved. The upper surface is
decorated with an “elongated” cross with slightly
broadened arm terminals. There is a possibility that
a circular motif is also indicated above it. (Drawing
17)

Stecak 7 — lower chest (?), dim. 114 x 55-64 x
22-29 cm (measurable thickness). Partially embed-
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S1. 17 - Motiv Stapa (?) na ste¢ku 10, Grebine iznad
Jezerca, (foto: B. Maljkovic)

Fig. 17 - Staff motif (?) on stecak 10, Grebine above
Jezerac, (photo: B. Maljkovic)

Stecak 12 — sanduk (?). U zateGenom je stanju
takoder bio preokrenut na svoju ukraSenu gornju
stranicu. Zanimljivo je da je polozen uz stecak 7,
koji sadrzava gotovo istovjetan motiv. U ovom je
slucaju rije¢ o urezanom prikazu kriza koji takoder
asocira na figuru u stavu oranta, a razlike su pri-
mjetne u izvedbi gornjih uspravnih hasti i dimenzi-
jama motiva: za razliku od prikaza na stecku 7, koji
zauzima tek dio gornje plohe, ovdje prikaz zauzima
njezin veci dio.

3) Groblje crkve Svih svetih na Bristi

Trece najvece nalaziSte po broju ste¢aka nalazi
se uz staru zupnu crkvu Svih svetih, koja se prvi
put spominje 1733. godine.*** Na nekoliko se mje-
sta u dostupnoj literaturi nailazi na podatak da je
crkva sagradena na mjestu manje crkve ili kapelice
sv. Ivana. Prvi ga navodi don R. Jerkovi¢, medutim
bez navodenja izvora te informacije, a kasnije je po-
datak preuzet bez dodatnog pojasnjenja.** Naselje
je pak prvi put istaknuto u ranije navedenom do-
kumentu iz 1571. godine, u kontekstu dobrovoljne
predaje Mletcima.’*

S platoa crkve pruza se vizura na okolno po-
drucje. Neposredno uz crkvu nalazi se veci ka-
meni tumul, a s njezine juzne strane, izvan areala
dvorista, i ostatci drugih, manjih tumula. Nakon

32 JuriSic¢ 1968, str. 11.
33 Tomasovi¢ 2016b, str. 130.
34 Roncevié-Lekic¢ 2016, str. 22.

ded in the stone fill. Located in the western part of
the cemetery. Completely preserved, with irregular
edges. The upper surface bears a low-relief cross
resembling a figure in an orans pose, very similar to
the newly identified motif. Its upper arm is indica-
ted by a wreath, i.e. it appears that in this case it is
not even depicted, only its terminal in the form of
a relief-shaped circular wreath, suggesting a head —
while its transverse arm, with circularly shaped ter-
minals, bends sharply upwards, resembling raised
arms. The lower arm is closed by a horizontal line
or “beam” (Drawing 18)

Stecak 8 — chest, dim. 177 x 83-94 x 27-38 cm.
Together with ste¢ak 9, it is located on the northern,
more exposed edge of the cemetery. Well executed.
Completely preserved. The upper surface is framed
by a border in the form of a twisted band,**® but also
diagonally intersected by another band. The same
surface also contains a twisted wreath encircling (?)
a circular depression, i.e. a basin. (Drawing 19)

Stecak 9 — chest, dim. 160 x 68-81-87 x 4447
cm. Completely preserved. The lateral faces are
damaged. It tapers towards the eastern side. The
upper surface features a relief motif of a Latin cro-
ss. (Drawing 20)

Stecak 10 —lower chest, dim. 121 x 62 x 28 c¢cm,
poorly executed. Recorded in the central part of the
cemetery. It appears to bear a motif on the upper
surface, possibly a type of staff (?).*° (Fig. 17).

The descriptions of the last two stecci are taken
from M. Erak, i.e. they are presented according to
the content and the accompanying photographs in
the available texts.>%

Stecak 11 — chest, located on the southern side
of stecak 4, in situ overturned onto its lateral face,
which is decorated with a depiction of two male fi-
gures and an object (?).34!

338 Also described in the literature as a border of oblique
strokes (Tomasovi¢, Perkic¢, Alduk 2008, p. 83).

33 This motif is also mentioned by Skobalj, although
together with a small stone basin, apparently on the
same ste¢ak (Skobalj 1970, p. 283).

30 Erak 2022, https://ploce.com.hr/kultura/foto-vracan-
je-kaerovog-stecka-na-originalno-mjesto-iznad-jezer-
ca-u-bristi/ (12/04/2024); Erak 2023, https://www.
klikploce.com.hr/stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-sta-
ro-greblje-iznad-jezerca-u-bristi-pored-stasevice
(12/04/2024).

31 A drawing of the stecak is published in: Kaer 1887, p.
27, fig. 10.
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P. Kaera*® istih se stecaka doti¢e R. Jerkovié, uz
spomen drugih primjeraka ,,na MiluSoj na mjestu
Krvavac®.**® M. Juri$i¢ navodi Sest ste¢aka®¥’ i taj se
podatak duZe vrijeme ponavljao u literaturi.’*

Autorica je prvi terenski obilazak provela u raz-
doblju kada su Jurisi¢evi podatci jo§ bili aktualni
te je u diplomskom radu prikazala njihovu dopu-
njenu sliku.’* Obilaskom terena zamjetni su brojni
primjeri devastacije i sekundarne upotrebe stecaka
koje opisuje jo§ P. Kaer.* Sto se tice recentnije
struéne literature, ¢ini se da aZurirane statisticke
podatke donosi tek katalog izlozbe Stecci u Neretvi
— Umjetnost i obred, u kojem se navodi ukupno 16
cjelovito ocuvanih spomenika i jo$ desetak uloma-
ka ste¢aka, uz napomene o ukrasima.**!

Aktualno stanje na lokalitetu nedavno je prika-
zao i M. Erak.*> U konac¢nici je tesko ustvrditi koli-
ko se ste¢aka prvobitno nalazilo na lokalitetu, osim
ocite ¢injenice da je njihov veci broj posluzio kao
gradevinski materijal, o cemu svjedoce primjerci
ugradeni u zid ograde crkvenog dvorista, u dvoris-
na vrata ili u kapelicu.>>® Moze se ipak pretpostaviti
da tipoloski prevladavaju sanduci, a kao Sto je veé
istaknuto, evidentiran je i nizi, tzv. plocasti sljeme-
njak.** Od njihova ukupnog broja Cetiri su ukra-
Sena, a gornja ploha jednog ste¢ka s juzne strane
crkve ima i manje kruzno udubljenje.’> Na prostoru
groblja, uz zapadni ulaz u Simatorje crkve, eviden-
tirana je i ukra$ena kamena krizina®° (crtez 21).%7

Stecak 1 — sanduk, dim. 166 — 174 x 65 — 72 x
do 30 cm mjerljive debljine. Nalazi se s juzne strane
crkve. Cjelovito ocuvan. Izvrsne izrade. Suzava se
prema isto¢noj strani. Sredinom gornje plohe pri-

345 Kaer 1887, str. 21-23.

46 Vidovi¢ 2000, str. 392.

7 JuriSié, 1968, str. 25-26.

348 Beslagi¢ 1971, str. 86; Vr¢i¢ 1974, str. 193; Tomaso-
vi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, str. 83.

39 Maljkovi¢ 2008b, str. 57-67.

350 Kaer 1887, str. 22-23.

31 Volarevi¢ 2020.

332 Erak 2023, https://www.klikploce.com.hr/stazama-
plocanskih-stecaka-otkriven-polozaj-kaerovog-kame-
noloma-stecaka-i-identificirani-novi-stecci-pored-cr-
kve-svih-svetih-u-bristi/ [konzultirano 12. 4. 2024.].

353 Maljkovi¢ 2008b, str. 58-59.

3% Vedini nije moguce izmjeriti visinu, od nih ¢&ije je mo-
guce uglavnom nizi sanduci, op. a.

355 Maljkovi¢ 2008b, str. 62, sl. 33.

3% Vise o krizini vidjeti u: Tomasovi¢ 2016a, str. 23-28;
na tlocrtu je oznacena brojkom 5, op. a.

37 Na tlocrtu nisu zastupljeni svi steéci ugradeni u dvo-
ris$ni zid, kapelicu i crkvu, op. a.

Stecak 12 — chest (?). In situ, also overturned
onto its decorated upper surface. Notably, it is po-
sitioned next to steCak 7, which bears an almost
identical motif. In this case, the motif consists of
an incised cross also resembling a figure in an orans
pose, with differences visible in the execution of
the upper vertical arms and in the dimensions of the
motif; unlike the depiction on ste¢ak 7, which occu-
pies only part of the upper surface, here it covers a
much larger area.

3) The cemetery of the Church
of All Saints at Brista

The third largest site by the number of stecci is
located next to the old parish Church of All Saints,
which is first mentioned in 1733.3> According to se-
veral publications available, the church was built on
the site of an earlier church or chapel dedicated to
St John. This information first appears in the work
of Don R. Jerkovi¢, although no source is cited for
the claim, and which has subsequently been repea-
ted in the literature without further explanation.’*
The settlement itself was first mentioned in the afo-
rementioned document of 1571, in the context of
the voluntary submission to Venice.**

The church plateau offers extensive views over
the surrounding landscape. Immediately next to the
church lies a large stone tumulus, while the rema-
ins of several smaller tumuli are situated south of
the church, outside the churchyard enclosure. Af-
ter being recorded by P. Kaer,* the same stecci are
mentioned by R. Jerkovi¢, together with a mention
of other specimens “at Milusa at the place called
Krvavac.”?* M. Juri$ic¢ records 6 ste¢ci,**” a number
that was repeated in the literature for a long time.>*®

The author carried out the first field survey when
Jurisi¢’s data were still considered up-to-date and
subsequently presented a more comprehensive
assessment in her master’s thesis.>® The field visit
revealed numerous instances of devastation and se-
condary use of ste¢ci, which P. Kaer had already

32 JuriSic¢ 1968, p. 11.

3 Tomasovic¢ 2016b, p. 130.

3% Roncevic-Leki¢ 2016, p. 22.

35 Kaer 1887, pp. 21-23.

3% Vidovi¢ 2000, p. 392.

347 Jurisi¢ 1968, pp. 25-26.

348 Beslagi¢ 1971, p. 86; Vr¢i¢ 1974, p. 193; Tomasovic,
Perki¢, Alduk 2008, p. 83.

3% Maljkovi¢ 2008b, pp. 57-67.
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S1. 18 - Motiv na ste¢ku ugradenom u kapelicu,
groblje crkve Svih Svetih na Bristi,
(foto: B.Maljkovic)
Fig. 18 - Motif on a stecak built into the chapel,
cemetery of the Church of All Saints in Brista,
(photo. B. Maljkovic)

kazan je veéi tordirani vijenac, a iznad njega dvije
osmerokrake zvijezde ili osmerolaticne rozete te
veéi polumjesec. Kompoziciju uokviruje bordura
nacinjena od ,,S* vitica (crtez 22).

Stecak 2 — nizi sanduk, dim. 173 x 112 x 40
cm. Nalazi se s juzne strane crkve. Ostecen. Izvrsne
izrade. UkraSen je istovjetnim motivima kao i pret-
hodni primjerak, s tim da je njihov raspored druk¢i-
ji. Na gornjoj plohi nalazi se reljefni polumjesec u
prvom planu, iznad njega, u kutovima plohe, dvije
osmerokrake zvijezde (osmerolati¢ne rozete),**® a
na donjoj polovini plohe izveden je tordirani vije-
nac. Kompozicija je obrubljena specificnom bordu-
rom od ,,S* vitica s krajevima povijenima na istu
stranu. U plohu su uklesane i godine 1856.11913.3%
(crtez 23).

358 Tomasovi¢ 2008a, str. 127.

3% Stara zupna crkva Svih Svetih podignuta je godine
1733., na mjestu srusene kapele posvecene sv. [vanu...
u crkvi je podignut godine 1913., oltar Gospe Lurdske
sa Spiljom®. Jurisi¢ 2006, https://www.franjevci-split.
hr/stasevica-2/ [konzultirano 12. 4. 2024.]. Moguce je
da se 1913. godine na stecku odnosi na navedeni doga-
daj. Druga, 1856. godina bi se mozda mogla povezati
s kultom, odnosno Stovanjem sv. Liberana (zastitnik
bolesnika) i epidemijom kolere koja je 1885. godine
pogodila dolinu Neretve, a na podru¢ju Stasevice po-
stoje dvije ,,putne kapelice” posveéene tom svetcu za-
stitniku, od kojih jedna na podrucju nekadasnje Briste
izgradena 1927. godine (Misur 2022, str. 313-314), a
mozda je povezana i s tadasnjim Zupnikom crkve Svih
svetih, op. a.

described.**® With regard to more recent scholarly
literature, it appears that updated statistical data
are provided only in the exhibition catalogue Ste¢-
ci u Neretvi — Umjetnost i obred, which records a
total of 16 completely preserved monuments and
approximately 10 additional stecak fragments, no-
ting that some bear decorative motifs.**!

The current state of the site was recently presen-
ted by M. Erak as well.*? It is, however, difficult to
determine the original number of stecci at the site,
apart from the evident fact that many were reused
as building material. This is demonstrated by exam-
ples incorporated into the churchyard enclosure
wall, in the context of the courtyard gate, or built
into the chapel.*® It may nevertheless be assumed
that chest-shaped monuments predominated typolo-
gically, while, as noted above, a lower slab-shaped
gabled ste¢ak has also been identified.*** Of their
total number, four monuments are decorated, while
the upper surface of one stecak situated south of the
church features also a small circular depression.?>
Within the cemetery, adjacent to the western entran-
ce to the churchyard, a decorated stone cross has
also been recorded.**® (Drawing 21)*’

Stecak 1 — chest, dim. 166-174 x 65-72 x up
to 30 cm of measurable thickness. Located south
of the church. Completely preserved. Excellent
workmanship. The monument narrows towards the
east. The centre of the upper surface is occupied by
a large twisted wreath, above which two eight-po-
inted stars (octopetalous rosettes) and a larger cres-
cent are depicted. The composition is framed by a
border composed of S-tendrils. (Drawing 22)

330 Kaer 1887, pp. 22-23.

351 Volarevi¢ 2020.

32 Erak 2023,  https://www.klikploce.com.hr/staza-
ma-plocanskih-stecaka-otkriven-polozaj-kaer-
ovog-kamenoloma-stecaka-i-identificirani-novi-stec-
ci-pored-crkve-svih-svetih-u-bristi/ (12/04/2024).

353 Maljkovi¢ 2008b, pp. 58-59.

3% The height of most monuments cannot be measured.
Among those for which measurements are possible,
the majority are lower chest-shaped stecci, author’s
note.

3% Maljkovi¢ 2008b, p. 62, fig. 33.

3% For a more detailed discussion of the cross-shaped

monument, see Tomasovi¢ 2016a, pp. 23-28. It is des-

ignated as no. 5 on the site plan, author’s note.

The site plan does not include all stec¢ci incorporated

into the courtyard wall, chapel and church, author’s

note.
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Stecak 3 — plocasti sljemenjak, dim. 150 x 70
— 80 x 38 — 44 — 53 cm, pronaden na ostatcima ma-
njeg tumula, 20-ak metara juzno od crkve. Dobre
izrade. Cjelovito o¢uvan. DuZ spoja krovnih ploha
naznacen je kriz neznatno proSirenih krajeva hasti i
stiliziranog zavrSetka donje haste®® (crtez 24).

Stecak 4 — ugraden u zid kapelice (?), nasuprot
procelju crkve, s reljefnim prikazom kriza (?)*¢! (sl.
18, crtez 25).

4) Tri nedovrsena stecka u kontekstu
kamenoloma za stecke, Brista

Koliko je autorici poznato, ovaj je polozaj nakon
P. Kaera*®? locirao jedino M. Erak iz udruge Obli-
Cevac®® te se ne spominje u dosadasnjoj stru¢noj
literaturi. Za ovaj lokalitet Kaer navodi: ,,Stotinjak
koraka sjeverno od Zupne kuée najprije se naila-
zi na svojevrsnu gomilu kamenja koja predstavlja
drevnu, moguce i prapovijesnu inacicu grobnice.
Uz nju se nalaze tri jednostavna stecka, od kojih se
tek u slucaju posljednjeg donekle raspoznaje forma
kvadrata. Njihov poloZzaj, konfiguracija terena i pot-
puno odsustvo tragova ukopa dokazuju da nikada
nisu iskoriSteni za pokrov groba. Vjerojatnijim se
¢ini da je ovdje rijeC o klesarskoj radionici, tim viSe
$to su brojne krhotine tog istog kamena posvuda na
zemlji. 3%

Prema navedenom tekstu M. Eraka, C¢lanovi
udruge pronasli su sva tri stecka. Medutim, pre-
ma P. Kaeru, ¢ini se da jedan od ste¢aka sadrzava i
ukrase, koje M. Erak ne spominje. Rijec je o borduri
naznacenoj kao ,,les dents de loup®,* u doslovnom
prijevodu ,,vucji zubi“, a mogla bi biti rije¢ o tzv.
vise¢im trokutima, poput primjera u Crnoc¢i. Spo-

360 P, Kaer prilaze crtez stecka i napominje da je rije¢ o
primjerku ,,s iste nekropole® (Kaer 1887, str. 22-23).
31 Mjerljive dimenzije stecka iznose 80 — 87 x 34 —43 x
17 -20 cm, op. a.
362 Kaer 1887, str. 21.
3 Erak 2023, https://www.klikploce.com.hr/stazama-
plocanskih-stecaka-otkriven-polozaj-kaerovog-kame-
noloma-stecaka-i-identificirani-novi-stecci-pored-cr-
kve-svih-svetih-u-bristi/ [konzultirano 12. 4. 2024.].
Kaer 1887, str. 21; slobodan prijevod autorice teksta,
op. a. Sli¢an prijevod donosi i M. Erak: Erak 2023,
https://www.klikploce.com.hr/stazama-plocanskih-
stecaka-otkriven-polozaj-kaerovog-kamenoloma-ste-
caka-i-identificirani-novi-stecci-pored-crkve-svih-
svetih-u-bristi/ [konzultirano 12. 4. 2024.].
365 Kaer 1887, str. 21.

364

Stecak 2 — lower chest, dim. 173 x 112 x 40 cm.
Located south of the church. Damaged. Excellent
workmanship. Decorated with the same motifs as
the preceding specimen, although arranged diffe-
rently. The upper surface features a relief cres-
cent in the foreground; above it, in the corners of
the slab, are two eight-pointed stars (octopetalous
rosettes),>*® while a twisted wreath occupies the
lower half of the surface. The composition is enclo-
sed by a distinctive border of S-tendrils with their
terminals curved in the same direction. The years
1856 and 1913 have also been incised into the sur-
face.® (Drawing 23)

Stecak 3— slab-shaped gabled stecak, dim. 150
x 70-80 x 38—44-53 cm. Discovered on the rema-
ins of a small tumulus approximately 20 m south
of the church. Good workmanship. Completely pre-
served. Along the ridge formed by the junction of
the roof slabs is a cross with slightly expanded arm
terminals and a stylised termination of the lower
arm.**® (Drawing 24)

Stecak 4 — built into the wall of the chapel (?),
opposite the facade of the church, with a relief de-
piction of a cross (?).3%! (Fig. 18, Drawing 25)

4) Three unfinished stecci associated
with a stecak quarry, Brista

To the best of the author’s knowledge, this site
was, after P. Kaer, ** located only by M. Erak of the

3% Tomasovi¢ 2008a, p. 127.

39 “The old parish church of All Saints was built in
1733, on the site of a demolished chapel dedicated
to St John... In 1913, the Church was furnished with
an altar of Our Lady of Lourdes with a grotto...”
(JuriSi¢ 2006, https://www.franjevci-split.hr/stasevi-
ca-2/ (12/04/2024)). 1t is possible that the date 1913
carved on the stecak refers to this event. The second
date, 1856, may perhaps be connected with the cult
or veneration of St. Liberan (the patron saint of the
sick) and the cholera epidemic that affected the Ner-
etva Valley in 1885. Two roadside chapels dedicated to
this patron saint are known in the StaSevica area, one
of them within the former settlement of Brista, built
in 1927 (MiSur 2022, pp. 313-314). Alternatively, the
inscription may be connected with the parish priest of
the Church of All Saints serving at that time, author’s
note.

P. Kaer provides a drawing of the stecak and notes that
it is a monument “from the same necropolis” (Kaer
1887, pp. 22-23).

The measurable dimensions of the stecak are 80-87 x
34-43 x 17-20 cm, author’s note.

362 Kaer 1887, p. 21.
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minje se i Stit koji na sebi ima oznake, Cetiri kriza,
te mac postavljen iza Stita.>*

5) Lokaliteti na prostoru
zaseoka Miluse, Pasicina

Tri polozaja koja se nalaze na prostoru zaseoka
Miluse detaljno je opisao M. Tomasovi¢,**’ a u dalj-
njem se tekstu prenose iskljucivo osnovni podat-
ci vezani za temu rada. Rije¢ je o nalaziStima Cije
precizne lokacije u ranijoj literaturi uglavnom nisu
naznacene, odnosno opisane su na donekle nejasan
nacin, stoga ih je bilo teze locirati.*?

5a) Krvavac

P. Kaer ovaj lokalitet spominje u dvama navrati-
ma, ali tek usputno: prvi put navode¢i da se u blizini
gradinskog polozaja Tangarije ,,nalazi mjesto zva-
no Krvavac, na kojemu se nahodi nikoliko ste¢aka.
O njih ¢u drugdje; samo mi je ovdje napomenuti,
kako na obronku obliznjega brezuljka imade suho-
zidni meteriz sastavljen od ogromnih neiztesanih
kamenja“,*® a drugi put spominjuéi toponim i upo-
zoravajuci da ondje ima stecaka.’’® Rije¢ je o nizin-
skom polozaju u istoénom podnozju gradine Tanga-
rije s ,,dva zaravnata, suhozidnim medama zatvo-
rena kruzna zapustena doci¢a“,*’! od kojih juzniji
oznacava ovaj lokalitet.’”> Do prije desetak godina
u literaturi se u kontekstu ovog toponima uglavnom
spominjalo Sest ste¢aka ugradenih u suhozide,’” a
zatim je M. Tomasovi¢ terenskim izvidima utvrdio
postojanje devet spomenika (osam nizih ili sred-
nje visokih sanduka i jedne ploce), razlicite izrade,
iskoriStenih za gradnju suhozida ili kao dovratnik,
od kojih jedan sadrzava borduru.’”* Prema najnovi-
jim podatcima, nakon temeljitog ¢is¢enja okolnog
terena, na lokalitetu je u konacnici utvrdeno 12 ste-
¢aka.’?

3% Prema slobodnom prijevodu autorice, op. a. Detaljniji
opis vidjeti u: Kaer 1887, str. 21.

367 Tomasovi¢ 2013, str. 13—19; Tomasovi¢ 2014b, str.
37-44; Tomasovi¢ 2014c, str. 101-114.

368 Tomasovi¢ 2014c, str. 101-103.

39 Kaer 1885, str. 109; Tomasovi¢ 2013, str. 14.

370 Kaer 1887, str. 30; Tomasovi¢ 2013, str. 14.

371 Tomasovi¢ 2013, str. 14.

372 Tomasovi¢ 2013, str. 14.

373 Jurisi¢ 1968, str. 26; Tomasovié¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008,

str. 83. Detaljniji uvid u spomen tih ste¢aka u literaturi

vidjeti u: Tomasovi¢ 2013, str. 1416, op. a.

Tomasovi¢ 2013, str. 14—18. Na prostoru samog loka-

liteta autor navodi i podatak o ostatcima gradnje za

koje smatra da je rijec o crkvi sv. Bartula, op. a.

35 Erak 2023, https://www.klikploce.com.hr/stazama-
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Oblicevac®® association and has not been discussed
in the specialist literature to date. Referring to this
site, Kaer states: “Approximately one hundred pa-
ces north of the parish house one first encounters
a kind of stone mound representing an ancient, po-
ssibly even prehistoric, form of tomb. Beside it are
three simple stecci, of which only the last retains, to
some extent, a discernible quadrangular form. The-
ir position, the configuration of the terrain, and the
complete absence of any traces of burials confirm
that they were never used as grave covers. It appe-
ars more likely that this was a stonemason s works-
hop, especially given that numerous fragments of
the same stone are scattered across the ground. %

According to the said text of M. Erak, the mem-
bers of the association succeeded in locating all
three ste¢ci. However, according to Kaer’s account,
one of the monuments appears to bear decorative
motifs, a detail not mentioned by M. Erak. Specifi-
cally, Kaer refers to a border described as “les dents
de loup,”™® in literal translation “wolf’s teeth,””
which may correspond to the motif of so-called
hanging triangles, comparable to the example re-
corded at Crnoca. He further mentions a shield be-
aring certain emblems, four crosses and sword pla-
ced behind the shield.*

5) Sites within the hamlet of Milusa, Pasicina

The three sites within the hamlet of Milusa were
described in detail by M. Tomasovi¢,*’ yet only the
basic information relevant to the present study is
presented here. These are sites whose precise locati-
ons were generally not specified in the earlier litera-
ture or were described in a rather confusing manner,
making their identification in the field particularly
difficult.’¢

36 Erak 2023,  https://www.klikploce.com.hr/staza-
ma-plocanskih-stecaka-otkriven-polozaj-kaer-
ovog-kamenoloma-stecaka-i-identificirani-novi-stec-
ci-pored-crkve-svih-svetih-u-bristi/ (12/04/2024).

364 Kaer 1887, p. 21; free translation by the author of the
text, author’s note. A similar translation is also provid-
ed by M. Erak: Erak 2023, https://www.klikploce.com.
hr/stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-otkriven-polozaj-kaer-
ovog-kamenoloma-stecaka-i-identificirani-novi-stec-
ci-pored-crkve-svih-svetih-u-bristi/ (12/04/2024).

365 Kaer 1887, p. 21.

3% According to the free translation by the author, au-
thor’s note. For a more detailed description see: Kaer
1887, p. 21.

367 Tomasovi¢ 2013, pp. 13—19; Tomasovi¢ 2014b, pp.
37—44; Tomasovic¢ 2014c, pp. 101-114.

368 Tomasovi¢ 2014c, pp. 101-103.
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Stecak 1 — ploca, postavljena ,,na noz* u funk-
ciji dovratnika, dim. 200 x 110 x 28 cm. Dobre
izrade. Gornju, hrapaviju plohu obrubljuje ukrasni
zlijeb.?"

5b) Greblje

I ovaj se lokalitet tek usputno spominje u litera-
turi, a nalazi se na zapadnoj strani zaseoka, oko 700
m zapadno od Tangarije, gdje su evidentirana dva
neukraSena ste¢ka: prvi u obliku sanduka solidne
izrade, u kontekstu prapovijesnog tumula, a drugi
relativno dobre izrade, ugraden u put, nemjerljive
debljine (do 19 cm), ali vjerojatno tipa ploce.’”’

5¢) Pojedinacni stecak kod Tangarije

Ime ovog gradinskog polozaja ,,povezuje se
s apelativom tangarije ‘mjesto na kojemu se boji
tkanina’“,*”® a na njegovoj je zaravni pronaden neu-
kraSeni stecak u obliku sanduka, visine vece od 46
Cm.379

6) Stecci u kontekstu toponima Krstine, Pa-
sicina

Ovaj se toponim u kontekstu ste¢aka uopce ne
spominje u novijoj stru¢noj literaturi, a prvi ga put
isti¢e P. Kaer.*®® Lokalitet su nedavno otkrili ¢lano-
vi udruge Oblicevac.’® Kaer ne navodi podatak o
to¢nom broju stecaka, ve¢ samo informaciju da su
iskoristeni za izgradnju ceste, s iznimkom najveceg,
koji nije ukraSen, ali je dobre izrade.*®> M. Erak na-
vodi da su ,,u dijelovima konstrukcije ceste, na dio-
nici koji se vise ne koristi kao put, identificirali de-
setke ugradenih stecaka, ali je njihov broj zasigurno
mnogo vedi jer se nalaze unutar ceste pa stoga vise

plocanskih-stecaka-faza-1-3-novootkrivena-stecka-
na-stasevici/ [konzultirano 12. 4. 2024.].

376 Tomasovi¢ 2013, str. 17.

377 Tomasovi¢ 2014b, str. 37-42.

378 Sto upucuje na nekadasnju gospodarsku djelatnost sta-
novnika (Tomasovi¢ 2014c, str. 106).

37 Tomasovié¢ 2014c¢, str. 106—110. Detaljniji uvid o

lokalitetu vidjeti u: M. Tomasovi¢ 2014c, str. 101—

114.

Kaer 1887, str. 29-30. Kasnije se spominje u: Radi¢

1896, str. 65 i u: Vidovi¢ 2000, str. 392; Kaerov poda-

tak prenosi i Skobalj 1970, str. 284-285.

81 Erak 2024, https://www.klikploce.com.hr/zavrsen-
projekt-stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-faza-1-pronade-
ni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigdje-zabiljezeni/ [kon-
zultirano 14. 4. 2024.].

382 Kaer 1887, str. 29.

380

5a) Krvavac

P. Kaer mentions this site on two occasions,
but only in passing. The first is in connection with
the nearby hillfort of Tangarija, where he notes
that: “there is a place called Krvavac, where sev-
eral stecci are located. I shall discuss them else-
where; here I wish only to mention that on the slope
of the nearby hillock there is a dry-stone rampart
constructed of enormous unworked stones.”*® and
the second time by mention of the toponym and a
note that there are stecci there.’”® The site occupies
a low-lying position at the eastern foot of the Tan-
garija hillfort and comprises “two levelled, aban-
doned circular sinkholes enclosed by dry-stone
walls,”*"! the southern of which corresponds to this
locality.>” Until approximately a decade ago, six
ste¢ci built into the dry-stone walls were generally
mentioned in the literature in the context of this to-
ponym.*”® However, subsequent field survey by M.
Tomasovi¢ identified nine monuments (eight lower
or medium-height chest-shaped ste¢ci and one slab)
reused in the construction of dry-stone walls or as a
doorpost, of varying workmanship, and one of them
bearing a border decoration.’” According to the
most recent data, following the systematic clearing
of the surrounding vegetation, a total of 12 stecci
has now been recorded at the site.’”

Stecak 1- slab, set ‘on edge’ to serve as a door-
post, dim. 200 x 110 x 28 cm. Of good workman-
ship. The rougher upper surface is bordered by a
decorative groove.’’®

5b) Greblje

This site is likewise mentioned only in passing
in the literature; it lies on the western side of the

3% Kaer 1885, p. 109; Tomasovi¢ 2013, p. 14.

370 Kaer 1887, p. 30; Tomasovi¢ 2013, p. 14.

37 Tomasovi¢ 2013, p. 14.

372 Tomasovi¢ 2013, p. 14.

3 JuriSi¢ 1968, p. 26; Tomasovi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008,

p- 83. For a more detailed account of the mention of

these stecci in the literature, see: Tomasovi¢ 2013, pp.

14-16, author’s note.

Tomasovi¢ 2013, pp. 14-18. The author also provides

information on structural remains within the site itself,

interpreting them as the Church of St. Bartholomew,
author’s note.

35 Erak 2023,  https://www.klikploce.com.hr/staza-
ma-plocanskih-stecaka-faza-1-3-novootkrivena-stec-
ka-na-stasevici/ (12/04/2024).

376 Tomasovi¢ 2013, p. 17.
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nisu vidljivi.“*** Jedan od njih ima i najveéu izmje-
renu Sirinu (130 cm) medu razmatranim ste¢cima, a
evidentirani su i ukraSeni primjerci.’

Stecak 1 —ugraden u Put uz Krstinu, dim. 130 x
75 x 35 cm. Fine izrade, s motivom reljefnog kriza
na gornjoj plohi.

Stecak 2 — ugraden u Put uz Krstinu, dim. 100 x
50 x oko 30 cm. Fine izrade, s reljefnim motivima
»svastike* 1 dvama astralnim simbolima na gornjoj
plohi

Kaer u kontekstu lokaliteta spominje i jedan
ukraseni primjerak o kojem u kasnijoj literatu-
ri nema podataka, a ¢ini se da nije evidentiran pri
terenskim pregledima ili nije spomenut u tekstu.
Prema Kaeru, rije¢ je o stecku ¢ija ¢eona ploha sa-
drzava jabucasti kriz, a gornja motive tordiranog
vijenca, zvijezde/rozete i polumjeseca te borduru u
obliku tordirane vrpce.3¢

7) Zutovica

I ovaj polozaj P. Kaer spominje tek usputno,
napominjuci da ondje ima stecaka, a kasnije se ne
spominje u literaturi. Postojanje tih stecaka nedav-
no je potvrdila udruga Oblicevac, a prema njihovim
podatcima stecci se nalaze ,,izmedu Spilica i Stase-
vice prema jugozapadu neposredno uz suvremeno
bri§¢ansko groblje i kapelicu Svih Svetih“.3%" Evi-
dentirano je nekoliko ulomaka ste¢aka i dva cjelo-
vito ocuvana primjerka, od kojih jedan ima urezani
kriz na gornjoj plohi.*?

33 Erak 2024, https://www.klikploce.com.hr/zavrsen-
projekt-stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-faza-1-pronade-
ni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigdje-zabiljezeni/ [kon-
zultirano 14. 4. 2024.].

384 Erak 2024, https://www.klikploce.com.hr/
zavrsen-projekt-stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-
faza-1-pronadeni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigdje-
zabiljezeni/ [konzultirano 14. 4. 2024.]. Opisi dvaju
ukrasenih ste¢aka preuzeti su iz teksta M. Eraka, s
navedene mrezne stranice, op. a.

85 Opis stecaka prema: Erak 2024, https://www.klikplo-
ce.com.hr/zavrsen-projekt-stazama-plocanskih-steca-
ka-faza-1-pronadeni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigdje-
zabiljezeni/ [konzultirano 14. 4. 2024.].

386 Kaer 1887, str. 29; str. 30, sl. 13. To bi bila direktna
analogija za ste¢ak 36 u Plini Isto¢noj, op. a.

387 Kaer 1887, str. 30; Erak 2024, https://www.klikploce.
com.hr/zavrsen-projekt-stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-
faza-1-pronadeni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigdje-za-
biljezeni/ [konzultirano 14. 4. 2024.].

38 Erak 2024, https://www.klikploce.com.hr/zavrsen-

hamlet, about 700 m west of Tangarija, where two
undecorated stecci have been recorded. The first is
a chest-shaped monument of solid workmanship
associated with a prehistoric tumulus, while the
second, of relatively good workmanship, has been
incorporated into a pathway. Its thickness cannot be
measured (up to 19 cm), although it most probably
belongs to the slab type.’”

5¢) Single stecak near Tangarija

The name of this hillfort position “is associated
with the appellative tangarije, ‘a place where cloth
is dyed’.”*’® On the plateau of the hillfort, a single
undecorated chest-shaped stecak, exceeding 46 cm
in height, was recorded.’”

6) Stecci in the context of the toponym Krsti-
ne, Pasicina

In the more recent archaeological literature, this
toponym has not been mentioned at all in the con-
text of ste¢ci. The first to note it was P. Kaer.*®’ The
site was recently rediscovered by members of the
Oblicevac association.*® Kaer gives no information
on the exact number of stecci, only the information
that they were used in the construction of the road,
with the exception of the largest, which, although
undecorated, was finely executed.*®* According to
M. Erak, “in parts of the road structure, along a
section no longer in use, dozens of built-in stec¢ci
were identified; however, their actual number is
certainly much higher, since many remain incor-
porated within the road itself and are therefore no
longer visible.”*® One of them has the greatest me-

377 Tomasovi¢ 2014b, pp. 37-42.

37 This points to the former economic activities of the

local population (Tomasovi¢ 2014c, p. 106).

Tomasovi¢ 2014c, pp. 106—-110. For a more detailed

account of the site, see: M. Tomasovic¢ 2014c, pp. 101—

114.

380 Kaer 1887, pp. 29-30. It is later mentioned in: Radi¢
1896, p. 65 and in: Vidovi¢ 2000, p. 392; Kaer’s in-
formation was also reproduced by Skobalj 1970, pp.
284-285.

¥ Erak 2024,  https://www.klikploce.com.hr/zavrs-
en-projekt-stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-faza-1-pro-
nadeni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigdje-zabiljezeni/
(14/04/2024).

382 Kaer 1887, p. 29.

3% Erak 2024,  https://www.klikploce.com.hr/zavrs-
en-projekt-stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-faza-1-pro-
nadeni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigdje-zabiljezeni/
(14/04/2024).

379
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Stecak 1 — sanduk ugraden pokraj puta. Dimen-
zije nisu navedene. Gornja ploha ima manji urezani
kriz.’%

Ovime bi zavrsio prikaz aktualnog stanja loka-
liteta sa steccima na podru¢ju danasnje Stasevice.
U literaturi opéepovijesnog karaktera u kontekstu
stecaka istaknut je joS toponim Greda: ,,Ove stec-
ke su odvajali od velikih litica u obliznjem brdascu
Kirstini ili malo podalje na padini brda zvanom Gre-
da. Ostaci osStecenih stecaka i danas se nalaze na
padini Grede, dok je onaj koji se nalazio na brdascu
Krstine, srusen 2014. godine, prilikom probijanja
ceste za selo Ruice je do danas dobro sacuvano.“3
Ovdje je vjerojatno rije¢ o ranije navedenom polo-
zaju za koji autor koristi drukcije nazivlje. M. Juri-
$i¢ spominje ste¢ak ukrasen krizem ,,nedaleko od
zupske kuée na Grebinama“.**! Jedini pojedinacni
stecak €iji opis odgovara Juri§i¢evu opisu jest ste-
¢ak kat. br. 4 nedaleko od groblja crkve Svih svetih
na Bristi, u ¢ijoj se blizini nalazi i stara Zupna kuca.
Stecci se spominju i ,,nedaleko od Kuzica kuca pre-
ma Grnéeniku*,*? a naknadno se pokazalo da ondje
stecaka uopcée nema, nego da je rije¢ o nesporazu-
mu i da se podatak odnosi na Krvavac.’*

OSNOVNE KARAKTERISTIKE STECAKA

Prema navedenim podatcima, u danasnjoj Sta-
Sevici utvrdeno je postojanje 94 cjelovito ouvana
ste¢ka.** Budu¢i da se pokazalo da svaki novi obi-
lazak donosi i neka nova otkri¢a te imajuci nadalje
u vidu evidenciju veéeg broja fragmentiranih pri-
mjeraka, predoceni broj svakako nije konacan. Ra-
zvidan je prostorni kontekst ste¢aka i prapovijesnih
tumula te prevlast nizih oblika sanduka. Stecci tipa
ploc¢e u pravilu se rijetko pojavljuju, s iznimkom
Grebina u Crno€i, a znacajna je evidencija dvaju
primjeraka tzv. plocastih sljemenjaka. Prema obli-

projekt-stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-faza-1-pronade-
ni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigdje-zabiljezeni/ [kon-
zultirano 14. 4. 2024.].

% Opis stecka prema: Erak 2024, https://www.klikploce.
com.hr/zavrsen-projekt-stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-
faza-1-pronadeni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigdje-za-
biljezeni/ [konzultirano 14. 4. 2024.].

30 Rondevié-Leki¢ 2016, str. 21.

¥ Jurisié¢ 1968, str. 26.

¥2 Jurisi¢, 1968, str. 26; Beslagi¢ 1971, str. 85; Tomaso-
vi¢, Perki¢, Alduk 2008, str. 83.

393 Tomasovi¢ 2014b, str. 37.

¥4 Ovdje nije uvrSten neodredeni veéi broj stecaka ugra-
denih u put na polozaju Krstine, op. a.

asured width (130 cm) among the stecci discussed
here, and decorated specimens were recorded as
well. 34

Stecak 1 - built into the road Put uz Krstinu,
dim. 130 x 75 x 35 cm, of fine workmanship, with a
relief cross motif on the upper surface.

Stecak 2 - built into the road Put uz Krstinu,
dim. 100 x 50 x ca. 30 cm, of fine workmanship,
with relief motifs of a “swastika” and two astral
symbols on the upper surface.’®

In the context of the site, Kaer mentions also one
decorated specimen of which there is no informa-
tion in the later literature, and which appears not to
have been recorded during the field surveys or not
mentioned in the text. According to Kaer, this ste¢ak
had a cross pommé on its frontal face, while its up-
per surface was decorated with a twisted wreath, a
star/rosette and a crescent, and framed by a border
in the form of a twisted band.**

7) Zutovica

The site of Zutovica is likewise mentioned only
briefly by P. Kaer, who simply notes the presence
of stecci there, but it is not mentioned in later lit-
erature. Their existence was recently confirmed by
members of the Obli¢evac association, who record-
ed the monuments “between Spilica and Stasevi-
ca, to the southwest, immediately adjacent to the
modern cemetery of Brista and the Chapel of All
Saints.”*%" A few fragments of ste¢ci were recorded,
and two completely preserved ones, of which one
bears an incised cross on its upper surface.**

3% Erak 2024, https://www.klikploce.com.hr/zavrs-
en-projekt-stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-faza-1-pro-
nadeni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigdje-zabiljezeni/
(14/04/2024). The descriptions of the two decorated
ste¢ci are taken from the text of M. Erak, from the said
website, author’s note.

Description of the ste¢ci according to: Erak 2024,

https://www.klikploce.com.hr/zavrsen-projekt-staza-

ma-plocanskih-stecaka-faza-1-pronadeni-stecci-ko-

ji-do-sada-nisu-nigdje-zabiljezeni/ (14/04/2024).

38 Kaer 1887, p. 29; p. 30, fig. 13. This would be a direct
analogy for stecak 36 in Eastern Plina, author’s note.

387 Kaer 1887, p. 30; Erak 2024, https://www.klikploce.
com.hr/zavrsen-projekt-stazama-plocanskih-steca-
ka-faza-1-pronadeni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigd-
je-zabiljezeni/ (14/04/2024).

3% Erak 2024,  https://www.klikploce.com.hr/zavrs-
en-projekt-stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-faza-1-pro-
nadeni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigdje-zabiljezeni/
(14/04/2024).
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kovnim svojstvima izdvaja se i nekoliko neukrase-
nih spomenika, a registrirana je i krizina. Od njiho-
va ukupnog broja 24 su primjerka ukrasena. U tom
se smislu narocito isti¢e lokalitet Grebine iznad Je-
zerca, s visokim postotkom ukraenih ste¢aka. Sto
se tiCe brojnosti, najcesce se javljaju razni oblici
krizeva, na 15 stecaka. I u tom se pogledu isti¢e na-
laziste iznad Jezerca, gdje polovica ukraSenih ste-
¢aka sadrzava simbol kriza. Drugi najbrojniji motiv
predstavljaju zvijezde, odnosno rozete. Iskljucivo
je zastupljena njihova osmerokraka inacica, osam
puta na trima steccima, zajedno s nekim drugim
motivima. Navode se i ,,dva astralna motiva“.3%
Tordirani vijenac javlja se tri puta na trima stecci-
ma, zajedno s drugim ukrasima, a u jednom slucaju
obrubljuje kamenicu. Figuralni motivi nalaze se is-
klju¢ivo na spomenicima iznad Jezerca, u vidu triju
muskih figura, a mogu im se pridodati i prikazi kri-
zeva koji asociraju na figure u stavu oranta. Oruzje
je zastupljeno tek jednim primjerom Stita s macem.
Po jedanput se javljaju vrsta posude (?), Stap (?) i
mozda sunce uz jedan od krizeva. Treba spomenu-
ti i manja kruzna udubljenja (bazencice) na trima
ste¢cima, od kojih se jedno nalazi na reljefnoj ista-
ci. Registrirani su i dijagonalno postavljena traka i
motiv romba.

Od bordura, na dvama su ste¢cima evidentirane
tordirane vrpce, na jednom stecku niz viseéih tro-
kuta, na dvama ste¢cima ,,S“ vitice, a na jednom
uzi Zlijeb.

Ovim je prikazom iznesena dosada$nja ikono-
grafska slika ste¢aka u pojasu dana$nje Stasevice,
a konkretnije analize ostavljaju se za neka buduca
istrazivanja. Ipak, u stru¢noj je literaturi ve¢ utvrde-
na ikonografska i stilska podudarnost dijela ste¢aka
na groblju crkve Svih svetih na Bristi sa ste¢cima
ljubuskog, makarskog i vrgorackog kraja, za koje
je utvrdeno da su produkt jedne radionice.>® Sto se
ti¢e datacije, zasad ih je moguce tek okvirno datirati
u 14.1 15. stolje¢e.*” Manja krizina na groblju kod
crkve Svih svetih datirana je u razdoblje od druge
polovine 15. do pocetka ili sredine 16. stoljeca.*®

3% Erak 2024, https://www.klikploce.com.hr/zavrsen-
projekt-stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-faza-1-pronade-
ni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigdje-zabiljezeni/ [kon-
zultirano 14. 4. 2024.].

3% Vise o tome vidjeti u: Alduk 2011, str. 176-177.

¥7 Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Perki¢ 2012a, str. 846; Tomaso-
vi¢ 2013, str. 17; Tomasovi¢ 2014b, str. 44; Tomasovié¢
2014c, str. 110.

38 Tomasovic¢ 2016a, str. 26.

Stecak 1 — chest incorporated beside the road;
dimensions not provided. The upper surface bears a
small incised cross.*®

This concludes the overview of the current state
of the stecak sites in the area of present-day StaSe-
vica. General historical literature also mentions the
toponym Greda in connection with stecci: “These
ste¢ci were quarried from the large rock faces on
the nearby hillock of Krstine or somewhat farther
away on the slope known as Greda. Remains of da-
maged stecci are still visible on the slope of Greda,
while the specimen that stood on the hillock of Kr-
stine, demolished in 2014 during the construction
of the road to the village of Ruici, has been well
preserved to this day.”**° This most likely refers to
the site discussed above, though the author uses a
different name for it. M. Juri$i¢ mentions a stecak
decorated with a cross “not far from the parish hou-
se at Grebine.”**' The only individual ste¢ak whose
description corresponds to JuriSié’s is cat. no. 4 near
the cemetery of the Church of All Saints at Brista,
in the immediate vicinity of the former parish ho-
use. Stecci are likewise reported “not far from the
Kuzi¢ houses towards Grncenik.”*** Subsequent fi-
eld investigations, however, revealed that no stecci
exist at that location and that the reference was ba-
sed on a misunderstanding. It actually relates to the
site of Krvavac.**

BASIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE STECCI

According to the available data, 94 completely
preserved stec¢ci have so far been identified wit-
hin the territory of present-day StaSevica.*** Since
every new field survey has produced additional dis-
coveries and a considerable number of fragmented
monuments have also been recorded, this figure
should not be regarded as final. The spatial asso-
ciation between the ste¢ci and prehistoric burial

3% Description of the stecak according to: Erak 2024,
https://www.klikploce.com.hr/zavrsen-projekt-staza-
ma-plocanskih-stecaka-faza-1-pronadeni-stecci-ko-
ji-do-sada-nisu-nigdje-zabiljezeni/ (14/04/2024).

3% Roncevié-Leki¢ 2016, p. 21.

91 Jurisi¢ 1968, p. 26.

392 JuriSi¢ 1968, p. 26; Beslagi¢ 1971, p. 85; Tomasovic,
Perki¢, Alduk 2008, p. 83.

393 Tomasovi¢ 2014b, p. 37.

3% The unspecified larger number of ste¢ci built into the
road at the site of Krstine has not been included here,
author’s note.
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NEKA ZAKLJUCNA OPAZANJA
O STECCIMA U PLINI I STASEVICI

Slijedom svega navedenog, danas se u pojasu
Pline i StaSevice nalazi 17 lokacija sa ste¢cima.*”

U radu je navedeno 178 stecaka, od kojih je 48
ukrasenih, s tim da je njihov ukupan broj prema
najnovijim podatcima i ve¢i. Zajednicka karakteri-
stika vecine nalaziSta jest njihov prostorni kontekst
s prapovijesnim tumulima i cestovnim pravcima te
tipoloska prevlast nizih oblika sanduka. Ve¢a zastu-
pljenost ste¢aka tipa ploce utvrdena je na juznim lo-
kalitetima Pline Isto¢ne i u Crnoci. Drugo zajednic-
ko obiljezje ogleda se u izostanku visokih sanduka.
Evidentirana su dva primjerka ploc¢astih sljemenja-
ka i dva kamena kriza. U cjelini, ste¢ci su prosjecne
izrade, od amorfnih oblika do primjeraka izvrsne
izrade. U pogledu kvalitete izrade motiva isti¢u se
stecci s groblja crkve Svih svetih na Bristi. Opéeni-
to su ukrasni motivi sa spomenika u Stasevici finije
i pravilnije izrade u odnosu na ukrase sa ste¢aka u
Plini Isto¢noj. Najukraseniji je sanduk u Plini Za-
padnoj, ujedno i jedini koji ima ukraSene Cetiri plo-
he, a izniman je po scenskim prikazima koji posve
izostaju na preostalim ste¢cima Pline i Stasevice.
Kriz je uvjerljivo najzastupljeniji motiv i pojavljuje
se u raznim inac¢icama ukupno 35 puta na 25 steca-
ka, s tim da 17 primjera otpada na manje urezane
krizeve grckog i latinskog oblika. Dok su motivi ra-
znog oruzja relativno Cesto zastupljeni na ste¢cima
u Plini, na ste¢cima StaSevice oruzje je zastupljeno
samo jednim primjerom. Cest je i motiv zvijezde/
rozete, koji uvijek dolazi zajedno s drugim moti-
vima (na ste¢cima Pline iskljucivo u Sesterokrakoj
inadici, a na ste¢cima u StaSevici u osmerokrakoj
inacici), s iznimkom njegova tzv. virovitog oblika,
koji se pojavljuje kao samostalan motiv. Zatim do-
laze polumjesec, u kombinaciji s drugim motivima
ili pojedinacno, te tordirani vijenac. Ljudski likovi i
prikazi Zivotinja rijetko se pojavljuju: zastupljeni su
po jedan ratnik i jedna Zenska figura te dvije muske
figure. Neki od prikaza krizeva pokazuju antropo-
morfne karakteristike, od kojih se isti¢u dva primje-
ra koja asociraju na figuru u stavu oranta. Pojavljuju
se 1 motivi sunca, Stapa (?), posude (?), trake preko
Stita, kruznog ispupcenja (?), ukrizenih tordiranih

39 Erak navodi podatak o 11 nekropola s preko 200 ste-
¢aka. Erak 2024, https://www.klikploce.com.hr/zavr-
sen-projekt-stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-faza-1-pro-
nadeni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigdje-zabiljezeni/
[konzultirano 14. 4. 2024.].

tumuli is readily apparent, as is the predominance
of lower chest-shaped monuments. In general, slab-
type stecci are only sporadically present, with the
exception of the site of Grebine at Crnoc¢a, while
the occurrence of two specimens of the so-called
slab-shaped gabled stecak is of particular signifi-
cance. Several undecorated monuments also stand
out because of their morphological characteristics,
and a stone cross has likewise been documented. Of
the total number of monuments, 24 are decorated.
In this respect, the cemetery at Grebine above Je-
zerac is especially noteworthy owing to its excepti-
onally high proportion of ornamented monuments.
Crosses, represented by a variety of forms, consti-
tute the most frequent decorative motif, occurring
on 15 monuments. The site above Jezerac is again
particularly distinctive, as approximately half of its
decorated stecci bear cross motifs. The second most
common motif consists of stars or rosettes. Only
the eight-pointed variant is represented, appearing
eight times on three monuments in combination
with other decorative motifs. “Two astral motifs”*
are also mentioned. The twisted wreath occurs three
times on three different monuments, together with
other motifs, and on one occasion together with a
bowl-shaped depression. Figural representations
are confined exclusively to the monuments from
Grebine above Jezerac, in the form of three male
figures. To these may also be added the cross mo-
tifs that evoke figures depicted in the orans posture.
Weapons are represented by only a single example,
consisting of a shield accompanied by a sword. In-
dividual examples of a type of vessel (?), a staff (?),
and perhaps the sun occur beside one of the cro-
sses. Small circular depressions (basins) occur on
three monuments, one of them positioned on a rai-
sed relief element. A diagonally arranged band and
a rhomboid motif have likewise been documented.

Among the border ornaments, twisted bands
occur on two monuments, a row of hanging trian-
gles on one monument, S-tendrils on two monu-
ments, and a narrow incised groove on one speci-
men.

This overview presents the current state of
knowledge regarding the iconography of the stec¢-
ci in the area of present-day Stasevica, while more

3% Erak 2024, https://www.klikploce.com.hr/zavrs-
en-projekt-stazama-plocanskih-stecaka-faza-1-pro-
nadeni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigdje-zabiljezeni/
(14/04/2024).
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vrpci, trake preko gornje stranice stec¢ka, razdjelni-
ce plohe, motiv romba i reljefne istake. Od bordura
su najzastupljenije tordirane vrpce. Na dvama stec-
cima javljaju se i,,S* vitice u dvjema varijacijama,
s neujednacenim krajevima.*® Borduru u vidu niza
trokuta sadrzava jedan stecak, kao i viticu s troli-
stom. Zastupljeni su jos uski Zlijeb i trake s kosim
linijama. Cesti su i tzv. bazen¢iéi. Najvise analogija
dolazi sa Sireg hercegovackog podrucja, naroCito s
lokaliteta ljubuskog kraja.

400 Tomasovi¢ 2008a, str. 127.

detailed analyses are left for future research. Ne-
vertheless, previous scholarship has already identi-
fied iconographic and stylistic similarities between
a number of steéci in the cemetery surrounding the
Church of All Saints at Brista and monuments from
the Ljubuski, Makarska and Vrgorac regions, which
have been attributed to the work of a single works-
hop.** As regards chronology, the monuments may
at present be dated only broadly to the 14" and 15
centuries.*” The small stone cross at the cemetery
of the Church of All Saints has been dated to the pe-
riod from the second half of the 15" century to the
beginning or middle of the 16" century.3%

SOME CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS
ON THE STECCI OF PLINA AND STASEVICA

Based on the evidence presented above, 17 ste-
¢ak sites are currently known within the areas of
Plina and Stasevica.’*

The present study records 178 stecci, of which
48 are decorated, although recent discoveries in-
dicate that the total number is in fact somewhat
higher. A defining characteristic of most sites is the-
ir spatial association with prehistoric burial tumuli
and communication routes, together with the typo-
logical predominance of lower chest-shaped mo-
numents. A greater proportion of slab-type stecci
has been identified at the southern sites of Eastern
Plina and at Crnoca. Another shared feature is the
complete absence of tall chest-shaped monuments.
Two examples of slab-shaped gabled stecci and two
stone crosses have also been documented. Overall,
the monuments display workmanship ranging from
amorphous and roughly finished examples to speci-
mens of exceptionally high quality. In terms of the
execution of decorative motifs, the stecci from the
cemetery of the Church of All Saints at Brista par-
ticularly stand out. More generally, the ornamenta-
tion on the Stasevica monuments is executed with
greater precision and regularity than that on the

3% For more details on this, see: Alduk 2011, pp. 176—
177.

Kovacevi¢ Bokarica, Perki¢ 2012a, p. 846; Tomaso-
vi¢ 2013, p. 17; Tomasovi¢ 2014b, p. 44; Tomasovic¢
2014c, p. 110.

Tomasovi¢ 2016a, p. 26.

Erak reports a total of 11 necropolises containing more
than 200 ste¢ci (Erak 2024, https://www.klikploce.
com.hr/zavrsen-projekt-stazama-plocanskih-steca-
ka-faza-1-pronadeni-stecci-koji-do-sada-nisu-nigd-
je-zabiljezeni/ (14/04/2024)).
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ste¢ci of Eastern Plina. The most richly decorated
monument is the chest-shaped ste¢ak from Western
Plina, which is also the only example ornamented
on all four sides. It is exceptional for its narrative
compositions, motifs that are entirely absent from
the remaining ste¢ci of Plina and StaSevica. The
cross is by far the most common decorative motif,
occurring in a variety of forms 35 times on 25 mo-
numents. Of these, 17 examples consist of small in-
cised Greek and Latin crosses. While representati-
ons of weapons are relatively common on the ste¢ci
of Plina, they are represented in Stasevica by only a
single example. The star/rosette is likewise a frequ-
ent motif, which always occurs together with other
motifs (on the stecci of Plina exclusively in the six-
pointed variant, and on the ste¢ci of Stasevica in
the eight-pointed variant), with the exception of the
so-called whirling rosette, which appears as an in-
dependent motif. Other common motifs include the
crescent, occurring either independently or in com-
bination with other motifs, and the twisted wreath.
Human figures and depictions of animals are rare:
one example each of a warrior and a female figure,
and two male figures. Several cross motifs display
anthropomorphic characteristics, among which two
examples are particularly noteworthy for their re-
semblance to figures in the orans posture. Other re-
corded motifs include the sun, a staff (?), a vessel
(?), a band across a shield, a circular raised element
(?), crossed twisted bands, a band extending across
the upper surface of the monument, a longitudinal
dividing line, a rhomboid motif and a raised relief
projection. Among border ornaments, twisted bands
are the most common. Two monuments feature S-
tendrils, represented in two variants distinguished
by the differing treatment of their terminals.*®® A
border composed of a row of triangles occurs on
one monument, as does a tendril with trefoil lea-
ves. Represented are also a narrow incised groove
and bands with oblique lines. Small circular basins
are also a recurring feature. The greatest number of
analogies are found across the wider Herzegovinian
hinterland, particularly at the sites of the Ljubuski
region.

400 Tomasovi¢ 2008a, p. 127.
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Crtez 1 - Tlocrt stecaka, Granica, (izradio R. Marsi¢)
Drawing 1 - Ground plan of ste¢ak tombstones, Granica, (created by: R. Marsic)



440

Blansa MALJKOVIC Srednjovjekovni nadgrobni spomenici — ste¢ci na prostoru Pline Istocne i Stadevice, u zaledu grada Ploca

Crtez 2 - Motivi na ste¢ku 36, Granica,
(izradio R. Marsic)
Drawing 2 - Motifs on stec¢ak 36, Granica,
(created by: R. Marsic)
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Crtez 3 - Stecak 23, Vrbica, (izradio R. Marsi¢)
Drawing 3 - Stecak 23, Vrbica, (created by: R. Marsic)

Crtez 4 - Stecak 28, Put uz Vrbicu, (izradio R. Marsi¢)
Drawing 4 - Ste¢ak 28, Put uz Vrbicu,
(created by: R. Marsic)



Blanda MALJKOVIC Medieval monolithic tombstones — stecci in the area of Eastern Plina and Stadevica ...

441

Crtez 5 - Ukrasni motivi na ste¢ku 31, Granica, (izradio R. Mar$i¢)
Drawing 5 - Decorative motifs on stecak 31, Granica, (created by: R. Marsic)

Crtez 6 - UkriZene tordirane vrpce na ste¢ku 26, Put Crtez 7 - Ste¢ak 1, Gnjeéi-Grebine u Crnoéi,
uz Vrbicu, (izradio R. Marsi¢) (izradio R. Marsic)
Drawing 6 - Crossed twisted bands on stecak 26, Put Drawing 7 - Stec¢ak 1, Gnjeci-Grebine in Crnoca,

uz Vrbicu, (created by: R. Marsic) (created by: R. Marsic)
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Crtez 8 - Ste¢ak 2, Gnje¢i-Grebine u Crnodi, Crtez 9 - Stecak 3, GnjeCi-Grebine u Crno¢i,
(izradio R. Marsi¢) (izradio R. Marsic)
Drawing 8 - Ste¢ak 2, Gnjeci-Grebine in Crnoca, Drawing 9 - Stecak 3, Gnjeci-Grebine in Crnoca,
(created by: R. Marsic) (created by: R. Marsic)

Crtez 10 - Stecak 4, Gnjeci-Grebine u Crnoci,
(izradio R. Marsi¢)

Drawing 10 - Stecak 4, Gnjeci-Grebine in Crnoca,
(created by: R. Marsic)
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Crtez 11 - Tlocrt stecaka, Grebine iznad Jezerca, (izradio R. Marsic)
Drawing 11 - Ground plan of stecak tombstones, Grebine above Jezerac, (created by: R. Marsic)
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Crtez 12 - Ste¢ak 1, Grebine iznad Jezerca,
(izradio R. Marsi¢)
Drawing 12 - Stecak 1, Grebine above Jezerac,
(created by: R. Marsic)

Crtez 14 - Ste¢ak 3, Grebine iznad Jezerca,
(izradio R. Marsic)
Drawing 14 - Ste¢ak 3, Grebine above Jezerac,
(created by: R. Marsic)

Crtez 13 - Stecak 2 plocasti sljemenjak, Grebine
iznad Jezerca, (izradio R. Marsi¢)
Drawing 13 - Stecak 2 — slab-like ridge-featured
tombstone (plocasti sljemenjak), Grebine above
Jezerac, (created by: R. Marsic)

Crtez 15 - Stec¢ak 4, Grebine iznad Jezerca,
(izradio R. Marsic)
Drawing 15 - Ste¢ak 4, Grebine above Jezerac,
(created by: R. Marsic)
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Crtez 16 - Ste¢ak 5, Grebine iznad Jezerca,
(izradio R. Marsic)
Drawing 16 - Stecak 5, Grebine above Jezerac,
(created by: R. Marsic)
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Crtez 18 - Stecak 7, Grebine iznad Jezerca,
(izradio R. Marsi¢)
Drawing 18 - Stec¢ak 7, Grebine above Jezerac,
(created by: R. Marsic)
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Crtez 17 - Stecak 6, Grebine iznad Jezerca, (izradio R.
Marsic)
Drawing 17 - Stecak 6, Grebine above Jezerac,
(created by: R. Marsic)

om0
[

Crtez 19 - Stecak 8, Grebine iznad Jezerca,
(izradio R. Marsi¢)
Drawing 19 - Stecak 8, Grebine above Jezerac,
(created by: R. Marsic)
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o Crtez 20 - Stecak 9, Grebine iznad Jezerca,
(izradio R. Marsic)

Drawing 20 - Stec¢ak 9, Grebine above Jezerac,

(created by: R. Marsic)

Crtez 21 - Tlocrt ste¢aka, Groblje crkve Svih Svetih na Bristi, (izradio R. Marsi¢)
Drawing 21 - Ground plan of stecak tombstones, Cemetery of the Church of All Saints in Brista,
(created by: R. Marsic)
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Crtez 22 - Stecak 1, Groblje crkve Svih Svetih na
Bristi, (izradio R. Marsi¢)
Drawing 22 - Stecak 1, Cemetery of the Church of All
Saints in Brista, (created by: R. Marsic)
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Crtez 24 - Stecak 3 plocasti sljemenjak, juzno od
crkve Svih Svetih na Bristi, (izradio R. Marsi¢)
Drawing 24 - Stecak 3 — slab-like ridge-featured
tombstone (plocasti sljemenjak), south of the Church
of All Saints in Brista, (created by: R. Marsic)

—

Crtez 23 - Stecak 2, Groblje crkve Svih Svetih na
Bristi, (izradio R. Marsic¢)
Drawing 23 - Stecak 2, Cemetery of the Church of All
Saints in Brista, (created by: R. Marsic)
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Crtez 25 - Ste¢ak 4 (ugraden u kapelicu), Groblje
crkve Svih Svetih na Bristi, (izradio R. Marsi¢)
Drawing 25 - Stecak 4 (built into the chapel),
Cemetery of the Church of All Saints in Brista,
(created by: R. Marsic)
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Table I, II, I1I. Ukra$avanje ste¢aka u Plini Isto¢noj (izradio S. Vuli¢) crtezi motiva s lokaliteta pri vrhu Migje Drage
(preuzeto iz Suéur 2015b, str. 616, 620-621, 643-644) crtezi motiva s lokaliteta Ograde (preuzeto iz: Tomasovi¢
2011b, str. 308, sl. 35, 37)

Plates I, II, IIl. Decoration of ste¢ak tombstones in Plina Istocna (created by: S. Vuli¢); drawings of motifs from
the site near the top of Misja Draga (taken from: Sucur 2015b, pp. 616, 620-621, 643-644); drawings of motifs
from the site of Ograde (taken from: Tomasovi¢ 2011b, p. 308, figs. 35, 37)
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TABLA 1

1. Ograde, kat. br. 44, 2. Zelenik, kat. br. 52, 3. Granica, kat. br. 36, 4 Mi$ja Draga, kat.br.13, 5. Gariste, kat.
br.38, 6. Gariste, kat. br. 39, 7. Granica, kat. br. 31, 8. Vrbica, kat. br. 23; 9. Put uz Vrbicu, kat. br. 28, 10.
Granica, kat. br. 36, 11. Ograde, kat. br. 41.

PLATE 1
Ograde, cat. no. 44, 2. Zelenik, cat. no. 52, 3. Granica, cat. no. 36, 4. Misja Draga, cat. no. 13, 5. Gariste, cat.
no. 38, 6. Gariste, cat. no. 39, 7. Granica, cat. no. 31, 8. Vrbica, cat. no. 23; 9. Put uz Vrbicu, cat. no. 28, 10.
Granica, cat. no. 36, 11. Ograde, cat. no.
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TABLA 2
1. Misja Draga, kat. br. 7; 2. Mi§ja Draga, kat. br. 12; 3. Put uz Vrbicu, kat.br. 28; 4. Vrbica, kat. br. 23; 5.
Zelenik, kat. br. 56; 6. Misja Draga, kat. br. 9; 7. Mi§ja Draga, kat. br. 13; 8. Misja Draga, kat. br. 14; 9. Gariste,
kat. br. 37; 10. Put uz Vrbicu, kat.br. 28, 11. Zelenik, kat. br. 54; 12 Granica, kat. br. 31.
PLATE 2
1. Misja Draga, cat. no. 7; 2. Misja Draga, cat. no. 12; 3. Put uz Vrbicu, cat. no. 28; 4. Vrbica, cat. no. 23; 5.
Zelenik, cat. no. 56, 6. Misja Draga, cat. no. 9; 7. Misja Draga, cat. no. 13; 8. Misja Draga, cat. no. 14, 9.
Gariste, cat. no. 37, 10. Put uz Vrbicu, cat. no. 28, 11. Zelenik, cat. no. 54; 12. Granica, cat. no. 31.
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TABLA 3
1. Misja Draga, kat. br. 13; 2. Put uz Vrbicu, kat. br. 29; 3. Put uz Vrbicu, kat. br. 26; 4. Misja Draga, kat.
br. 14; 5. Vrbica, kat. br. 23.
PLATE 3
1. Misja Draga, cat. no. 13; 2. Put uz Vrbicu, cat. no. 29; 3. Put uz Vrbicu, cat. no. 26, 4. Misja Draga, cat. no.
14, 5. Vrbica, cat. no. 23.
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Skracenice / Abbreviations

ACTA GEOGR. CROATICA — Acta Geographica Cro-
atica (Zagreb)

ANU BiH — Akademija nauka i umjetnosti Bosne i
Hercegovine (Sarajevo)

AM ZADAR - Arheoloski muzej Zadar

AM ZAGREB — Arheoloski muzej u Zagrebu

CROAT. SLAV. IADERT. — Croatica et Slavica lader-
tina (Zadar)

HAD - Hrvatsko arheolosko drustvo (Zagreb, Split)
HAG — Hrvatski arheoloski godis$njak, Ministarstvo
kulture Republike Hrvatske (Zagreb)

JAZU — Jugoslavenska akademija znanosti i umjetnosti
NS — Nase starine (Sarajevo)

OPUSC. ARCHAEOL. — Opuscula archaeologica (Za-
greb)

SHP — Starohrvatska prosvjeta (Knin, Split, Zagreb)
VAMZ — Vjesnik Arheoloskog muzeja u Zagrebu

MHAS — Muzej hrvatskih arheoloskih spomenika Split
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