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ABSTRACT
The paper presents an overview of the viticulture in Romania, analysing the areas under vine, in a structural approach, and the yields and the production of grapes. The data regarding the lands under vines, yields and productions of grapes have been collected from the National Institute of Statistics. The main results show that Romania has high potential for wine production; 1.3% of the agricultural areas are cultivated with vineyards, but it has structural problems. Among the 189,000 ha of vines, 48% are hybrids, which produce wines forbidden to be traded on the market. Those areas belong to small exploitations that produce for self-consumption, while bigger exploitations cultivate grafted vineyards that produce noble assortments of wine.  
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Површине под виновом лозом и производња грожђа у Румунији
САЖЕТАК
Рад презентује преглед производње унутар виноградарства у Румунији, анализирајући површине под виновом лозом, структуралним приступом, и приносе и производњу грожђа. Подаци који се односе на земљиште под виновом лозом, приносе грожђа и производњу вина преузети су од Националног завода за статистику. Резултати показују поседује велике потенцијале у производњи вина; 1.3% пољопривредног земљишта је под виновом лозом, међутим са проблемом структуре производње. На око 189.000 ha под виновом лозом, 48% су хибриди, чије вино подлеже забрани продаје на тржишту. Те површине се умерено експлоатишу, са производима који се натурално троше на газдинствима, док већу производњу имају калемљени виногради, који производе одличан сортимент вина.  


Кључне речи:  винова лоза, грожђе, хибриди.


INTRODUCTION

In Romania, vine is cultivated in specific areas dedicated to viticulture, usually located on hills. Among the 14,700,000 hectares of agricultural surface, 189,000 hectares are cultivated with vines (1.3%). Vine is important not only as a traditional activity, but in an economical approach as well. The main economical advantages are:
· Vine is cultivated on lands inappropriate for vegetal crop (like sandy lands);
· Wine is exported abroad;

· Viticulture enables producers to win supplementary income (for those of them who don’t have agriculture as main activity).
THE AREAS UNDER VINEYARDS IN ROMANIA

Important changes have happened in those regarding the lands under vine. The areas cultivated with hybrids increased and the areas cultivated with grafted vineyards decreased (Table No.1). 
Table No. 1 - Structure of bearing vineyards in Romania, in the period 2001-2007

- Thousand ha - 

	Specification
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006*
	2007*

	Total bearing vineyards, of which:
	244.4
	242.9
	233.3
	205.4
	190.6
	191
	189

	Grafted bearing vineyards
	122.3
	120
	115.8
	131.3
	98.6
	97
	98

	Hybrid bearing vineyards
	122.1
	122.9
	117.5
	74.1
	92
	94
	91
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Source: Statistic Yearbook of Romania 2007, National Institute of Statistics, 2008

* - National Institute of Statistics, Press Release no.164, 1st of April 2008

The area with bearing vineyards has been reduced since 2001 to 2007 from 244,000 ha to 189,000 ha. In a structural approach, the areas with grafted bearing vineyards are only 7000 hectares higher than hybrid ones. Grafted vines have had a fluctuant evolution: they decreased from 122,000 hectares in 2001 to 115,800 hectares in 2003, and after that, they increased in 2004 to 131,000 hectares and decreased again to 98,000. The areas cultivated with hybrids decreased from 122,000 hectares to 91,000 hectares.  

The assortment of noble vine for table grapes contains, mainly:  Chasselas d'oré, Muscat Hamburg, Afuz Ali, Italia, Victoria. The assortment of noble vine for white wines contains: Feteasca Regala, Feteasca Alba, Riesling Italian, Aligoté, Pinot Gris, Muscat Ottonel, Tamaioasa Romaneasca, Grasa de Cotnari, Chardonnay, Sauvignon, Traminer Roz, and for red wines: Merlot, Feteasca Neagra, Babeasca Neagra, Cabernet Sauvignon, Pinot Noir, Cadarca, Burgund Mare, Busuioaca de Bohotin and others. In the assortment of grafted vines for wine, 73.6% are for white wine and 26.4% for red ones
.
PRODUCTION OF GRAPES IN ROMANIA
Grapes’ yields fluctuated in the period 2001-2007. The maximum level of yield is 5991 kilograms per hectare in 2004, and the minimum one is 2603 kilograms per hectare in 2005. Still, during this period, the average productions increased by 9.7%, from 4,568 kilograms per hectare in 2001 to 5,015 kilograms per hectare in 2006 (Table No. 2). 

Table no.2 - Yields of grapes in Romania, in the period 2001-2006

- Kilograms/hectare - 

	Specification
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006*
	Differences 2006/ 2001 (%)

	Total bearing vineyards, of which:
	4568
	4414
	4591
	5991
	2603
	5015
	9,7%

	Grafted bearing vineyards
	4991
	5067
	4711
	6599
	2344
	5619
	12,58%

	Hybrid bearing vineyards
	4145
	3777
	4473
	4912
	2880
	4364
	5,2%
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Source: Statistic Yearbook of Romania 2007, National Institute of Statistics, 2008

* - Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
Low level of grapes’ yields shows low level of using natural resources for vine in Romania. Using old technologies, especially in small size exploitations, where mechanical means do not exist, determines low yields. The main reasons of obtaining low levels of yields are: natural factors that manifest excessively: droughts, floods, spring and fall frosts, and pests’ attacks and diseases. In 2005, many of these factors manifested and produced calamities for vine. Hail, shower and storms caused losses of 50% of the production, at national level
.

Total production of grapes may be analysed taking into account the areas cultivated with vineyards and the grapes’ yields (Table no.3).
Table no.3 - Production of grapes in Romania, in the period 2001-2007

- Thousand tons - 

	Specification
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006*
	2007*

	Total bearing vineyards, of which:
	1121.7
	1076.7
	1078
	1230.4
	505.8
	912
	881

	Grafted bearing vineyards
	612.8
	609.8
	546.8
	866.7
	231
	502
	507

	Hybrid bearing vineyards
	508.9
	466.9
	531.2
	363.7
	265.1
	391
	370


Source: Statistic Yearbook of Romania 2007, National Institute of Statistics, 2008

* - National Institute of Statistics, Press Release no.164, 1st of April 2008

In 2007, the grapes production decreased with 3.4%, and the yields decreased with 2.4% compared to 2006, which was considered a normal year for grapes production. Hybrid grapes production decreased with 5.4%, because both of reducing the areas with 3.2% and the yields with 2.3%. 

Experts consider that grapes production in 2008 will be 1.1 millions tons, although 2008 was a difficult year for viticulture, because high humidity and excessive high temperature needed more sanitary treatments for vine, and for soil keeping as well
.  
CONCLUSIONS 

Romania has high natural potential for viticulture; the total area cultivated with vineyards is 189,000 hectares. The structure of vines shows large lands under hybrids – 91,000 hectares, accounting for 48% of the total area. In many cases, these areas are present in small viticulture exploitations which produce wine for self-consumption. Grafted vines are located in large viticulture units that produce wine for both domestic and external markets. 

High share of hybrid vine areas creates difficulties in the process of acquis communautaire implementation. In the European Union regulations, wine resulted from hybrid vine is forbidden to be traded on the market. Thus, an important share of the wine supply is lost on domestic market. This share is replaced with quality wines coming from abroad. 

We may conclude that one of the main objectives of the wine sector’s strategy of development is restructuring the areas under vineyards. 
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