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Happy eightieth birthday to Professor Mercedes Wrischer

In February, 2009, Professor Mercedes

Wrischer celebrated her 80th
birthday. Trans-

mitting our best wishes to one of the most faith-

ful contributors to Acta Botanica Croatica, we

hope that she will continue to take part in the

life of our journal.

Professor Wrischer obtained her degrees

from the University of Zagreb. In 1955, she

joined the Laboratory of Electron Microscopy

at the Ru|er Bo{kovi} Institute, where she spent

her entire career. Through the years, she ad-

vanced to the head of the laboratory. She also

served as a teacher at the University of Zagreb.

She officially retired in 1998, but continues to

come in nearly every day and always has some

research project running.

Professor Wrischer is one of the best known

regional cell biologists, particularly appreciated

for her experience in electron microscopy. She

was among the pioneers in this field and, at first,

spent much time establishing efficient labora-

tory techniques for the preparation of biological

samples. Soon, plastid morphology and physi-

ology became her main field of work, which it has remained until the present day. In recent

years, she became fascinated with chromoplast development and successfully introduced

her junior colleagues into this specialized subject.

In addition to her own projects, Professor Wrischer has widely collaborated with col-

leagues from a variety of disciplines, from colloidal chemistry to medical research, but

most of all with biologists of all specialties. For many years, regional research on plant vi-

ruses was unthinkable without her help with electron micrographs. Professor Wrischer has

also actively collaborated in a number of professional societies, and she continues to be a

member of the editorial board of Acta Botanica Croatica.

For her engagement in research and education, Professor Wrischer received the Ru|er

Bo{kovi} award for distinction in science, the Ru|er Bo{kovi} medal, and the Award of the

Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts (with Professor Nikola Ljube{i}) for her work on

plastids. She was also elected an Associate Member of the Croatian Academy of Sciences

and Arts.

For her birthday we wish her that she may continue enjoying what she appreciates most:

the pursuit of knowledge and the friendship of her colleagues.
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Fig. 1. When not looking at tiny cell

structures, dr. Wrischer loves

hiking around big mountains.
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Professor Mercedes Wrischer – list of publications

in the period 2000 to 2009*

KATI], M., HAD@IJA, M., WRISCHER, M., PAVELI], K., 1999. An in vitro model of the early

generic events in multistage carcinogenesis of malignant insulinoma. Carcinogenesis

20, 1521–1527.

BILINSKI. H., KWOKAL, @., PLAV[I], M., WRISCHER, M., BRANICA, M., 2000: Mercury distri-

bution in the water column of the stratified Krka river estuary (Croatia): importance of

natural organic matter and of strong winds. Water Research 34, 2001–2010.

WRISCHER, M., LJUBE[I], N., MAGNUS, V., DEVIDÉ, Z., 2000: Structural and functional

characteristics of overwintering blackberry leaves. Acta Botanica Croatica 59, 5–16.

LJUBE[I], N., WRISCHER, M., PREBEG, T., BRKI], D., 2001: Carotenoid-bearing structures in

fruit chromoplasts of Solanum capsicastrum Link. Acta Botanica Croatica 60, 131–

139.

POMPE-NOVAK, M., WRISCHER, M., RAVNIKAR, M., 2001: Ultrastructure of chloroplasts in

leaves of potato plants infected by potato virus Y-NTN. Phyton: Annales Rei Botanicae

(Horn, Austria) 41, 215–226.

WRISCHER, M., PREBEG, T., MAGNUS, V., LJUBE[I], N., 2001. Ultrastructural study of

chromoplast components rich in glycolipids. Acta Botanica Croatica 60, 141–147.

LJUBE[I], N., WRISCHER, M., PREBEG, T., DEVIDÉ, Z., 2003: Chloroplast structure and func-

tion in wild-type and aurea-type leaves of the Japaneses spindle-tree over their life

span. Acta Botanica Croatica 62, 1–10.

LJUBE[I], N., WRISCHER, M., PREBEG, T., DEVIDÉ, Z., 2005: Structural changes of lamellar

cells in leaves of the moss Polytrichum formosum Hedw. during winter freezing and

thawing processes. Acta Botanica Croatica 64, 219–226.

PREBEG, T., LJUBE[I], N., WRISCHER, M., 2006: Chromoplast biogenesis in Chelidonium

majus petals. Acta Societatis Botanicorum Poloniae 75, 107–112.

PREBEG, T., LJUBE[I], N., WRISCHER, M., 2006: Differentiation of chromoplasts in Cucumis

sativus petals. International Journal of Plant Sciences 167, 437–445.

WRISCHER, M., PREBEG, T., MAGNUS, V., LJUBE[I], N., 2007: Crystals and fibrils in chromo-

plast plastoglobules of Solanum capsicastrum fruit. Acta Botanica Croatica 66, 81–87.

PREBEG, T., WRISCHER, M., FULGOSI, H., LJUBE[I], N., 2008: Ultrastructural characteriza-

tion of the reversible differentiation of chloroplasts in cucumber fruit. Journal of Plant

Biology 51, 122–131.

WRISCHER, M., PREBEG, T., MAGNUS, V., LJUBE[I], N., 2009: Unusual thylakoid structures

appearing during degradation of the photosynthetic apparatus in chloroplasts. Acta

Botanica Croatica 68, 1–9.

VOLKER MAGNUS
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* Earlier publications were listed in Acta Botanica Croatica 53, 161–173 (1994) and 58, 1–4 (1999)
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