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ABSTRACT. For a given continuum X and a natural number n, we
consider the hyperspace F,(X) of all nonempty subsets of X with at most
n points, metrized by the Hausdorff metric. In this paper we show that if X
is a dendrite whose set of end points is closed, n € N and Y is a continuum
such that the hyperspaces F,,(X) and F},(Y) are homeomorphic, then Y
is a dendrite whose set of end points is closed.

1. INTRODUCTION

A continuum is a nondegenerate, compact, connected metric space. Let
N represent the set of positive integers. For a given continuum X and n € N,
we consider the following hyperspaces of X:

F,(X)={A C X: A is nonempty and has at most n points}
and
Cn(X)={A C X: Ais closed, nonempty and has at most n components}.

We call C,,(X) the n-fold hyperspace of X and F, (X) the n-th symmetric
product of X. Both F,,(X) and C,,(X) are metrized by the Hausdorff metric
H ([17, Definition 2.1]).

If two continua X and Y are homeomorphic, we write X ~ Y. Note that
if X and Y are continua, then X = Y if and only if F}(X) = F1(Y). Let G be
a class of continua, n € N and X € G. We say that X has unique hyperspace
F,(X) in G if whenever Y € G is such that F,,(X) = F,,(Y), it follows that
X =Y. Similarly, X has unique hyperspace Cp,(X) in G if whenever Y € G is
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such that C,(X) = C,(Y), we have X = Y. If G is the class of all continua,
we simply say that X has unique hyperspace F,(X) or unique hyperspace
Cn(X), respectively. Note that each continuum X has unique hyperspace
Fi(X).

A dendrite is a locally connected continuum that contains no simple closed
curves. Throughout this paper we denote by D the class of dendrites whose
set of end points is closed. In [11, Theorem 10] it is shown that if X € D is
not an arc, then X has unique hyperspace C1(X). In [16, Theorem 3] that
every X € D has unique hyperspace Co(X), and in [12, Theorem 5.7] that
each X € D has also unique hyperspace C,,(X), for n > 3. In [2, Theorem 5.1]
it is proved that if the set of end points of the dendrite Y is not closed, then Y
does not have unique hyperspace C1(Y") in the class of dendrites. This result
is not known for n > 2. By [1, Lemma 11] an arc Y has unique hyperspace
C1(Y) in the class of dendrites, but not in the class of all continua.

In the First Workshop in Hyperspaces and Continuum Theory, celebrated
in the city of Puebla, Mexico, July 2-13, 2007, the problem to determine if
every element X € D has unique hyperspace F,(X) was asked by A. Illanes.
During the workshop, the three authors of this paper showed that if X € D,
n € N and Y is a continuum such that F,,(X) = F,(Y), then Y € D. This
is the main result of this paper. In the same workshop, D. Herrera-Carrasco,
M. de J. Lépez and F. Macias-Romero proved that every element X € D has
unique hyperspace F,(X) in D ([13, Theorem 3.5]). Combining these results
it follows that every element X € D has unique hyperspace F,,(X). This is a
partial positive answer to the following problem, which remains open.

QUESTION 1.1. Let X be a dendrite and n € N—{1}. Does X have unique
hyperspace F,(X)?

2. GENERAL NOTIONS AND FACTS

All spaces considered in this paper are assumed to be metric. For a space
X, a point z € X and a positive number e, we denote by Bx(x,¢) the open
ball in X centered at & and having radius €. If A is a subset of the space X,
we use the symbols clx(A),intx (A) and bdx(A4) to denote the closure, the
interior and the boundary of A in X, respectively. We denote the diameter
of A by diam (A), and the cardinality of A by |A|. The letter I stands for the
unit interval [0, 1] in the real line R.

A finite graph is a continuum that can be written as the union of finitely
many arcs, each two of which intersect in a finite set. A tree is a finite graph
that contains no simple closed curves.

If X is a continuum, Uy, Us,...,U,, C X and n € N we define:

m
(Ul,Ug,...,Um>n={AEFn(X):AC UU" andAﬂUi;é(Z)foreaChz}.

i=1
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It is known that the sets of the form (Uy,Us,...,Upn)n, where m € N and
U1,Us,..., U, are open in X, form a basis of the topology of F,,(X), i.e.,
a basis for the topology induced by the Hausdorff metric H on F,(X) ([17,
Theorems 1.2 and 3.1]).

If n € N, then an n-cell is a space homeomorphic to the Cartesian product
I".

THEOREM 2.1. Let X be a continuum and n € N. Given i € {1,2,...,n}
let J; be an arc in X with end points a; and b;. If the sets Jy, Jo, ..., J, are
pairwise disjoint, then (Ji, Jo, ..., Jn)n is an n-cell in F,,(X) whose manifold
interior is the set (J1 — {a1,b1},...,Jn — {@n, bn})n.

PRrOOF. Given (z1,22,...,Zyn) € J1 X Jo XX Jp, let g(x1, 20, ..., 2,) =
{x1,22,...,2n}. It is easy to see that g: Jy X Jo x -+ X J, = (J1, J2, ..., Jn)n
is a homeomorphism whose restriction to [}, (J; — {a;,b;}) is a homeomor-
phism from H?:l (Jl — {ai, bl}) onto (Jl — {al, bl}, ceey Jn — {an, bn})n O

From now on, in this section, the letter X represents a dendrite. For
properties of dendrites we refer the reader to [21, Chapter 10]. If p € X then
by the order of p in X, denoted by ord, X, we mean the Menger-Urysohn
order (see [21, Definition 9.3] and [23, (1.1), (iv), p. 88]). We say that p € X
is an end point of X if ord, X = 1. The set of all such points is denoted by
E(X). Let

E,(X) = {pe€E(X): thereis a sequence in E(X) — {p}
that converges to p}.

If pe E(X) — E.(X) we call p an isolated end point of X. If ord,X = 2 we
say that p is an ordinary point of X. The set of all such points is denoted by
O(X). By [18, Theorem 8, p. 302], O(X) is dense in X. If ord, X > 3, we say
that p is a ramification point of X. The set of all such points is denoted by
R(X).

The following result is easy to prove.

THEOREM 2.2. Let X be a dendrite and n € N. Assume that A € F,(X)
and that U is a neighborhood of A in F,(X). Then, for each k € N with
|A| <k <n, there is C C O(X) such that |C| =k and C € U.

If p,g € X and p # q, then there is only one arc in X joining p and gq.
We denote such arc by [p, q]. We also consider the sets (p,q) = [p,q] — {p, ¢},

[p,q) = [p,q] —{q} and (p,q] = [p, ¢} — {p}- Let [p, | be an arc in X such that
(p,q) C O(X). We say that [p, q] is:

a) internal if p,q € R(X);
b) external if one end point of [p, | is an end point of X, and the other
end point of [p, q] is a ramification point of X.
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Note that if [p, ¢] is an internal arc in X, then intx ([p, q]) = (p,q). If [p, q]
is an external arc in X and p € E(X), then intx([p, q]) = [p, q).
Given n € N, we consider the following subsets of F, (X):

EA,(X)={A€ F,(X): AN E,(X) # 0},
R (X)={Ac F,(X): AnNR(X) # 0}
and

Note that A € A,(X) if and only if A € F,,(X) and A is contained in O(X)U
(B(X) - Ea(X)).

3. THE CcLASS D

Recall that D is the class of all dendrites whose set of end points is closed.
Let X € D. By [3, Theorem 3.3] the order of every point of X is finite. Let
us assume that s € X is the limit of a sequence (sy,),, of distinct ramification
points of X and that s # s;. By [3, Proposition 3.4] s is both the limit of a
sequence of ramification points of X, all in the arc [s, s1], and the limit of a
sequence of end points, all different than s. Now assume that e € X is the
limit of a sequence (e, ), of distinct end points of X and that e # e;. Then e
is also the limit of a sequence of ramification points of X, all in the arc [e, e1].
Hence e € E,(X) if and only if e is the limit of a sequence of ramification
points of X.

THEOREM 3.1. Let X € D andn € N. If A € F,(X) — EA,(X), then
there exists a tree T in X such that:

(%) AcCintx(T) and TN E,(X) = 0.

PROOF. Let A € F,(X) — EA,(X). We proceed by induction over |A|.
If |A| = 1, then A = {z}. Let k = ord,X. Since X € D, k is finite, so
X — {z} has exactly k components C7,Cs, ..., Cy. Since x ¢ E,(X), for each
i ={1,2,...,k}, there is p; € O(X) N C; such that if T = Ule[pi,x], then
T —{z} C O(X). Hence T is a tree in X that satisfies (k).

Now suppose that if B € F,,(X) — EA,(X) contains 4 points, with ¢ < n,
then there is a tree G in X that satisfies (%), replacing A by B and T by G,
respectively. Assume that |A] =i+ 1 and let A = {z1,z9,...,zi41}. Let T1
be a tree in X such that A — {x;41} C intx(7T1) and 71 N E,(X) = 0. By the
first part of this proof, there exists a tree Ty in X such that z;11 € intx (72)
and To N E,(X) =0. Thus T =Ty UTy U[x;, z;41] is a tree in X that satisfies
(). O

THEOREM 3.2. Let X € D and m,n € N so that m < n. Let U =
(Uy,Us, ..., Up)n be an open subset of F,,(X) such that:

1) U; is an open connected subset of X, for each i € {1,2,...,m};
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2) UnU; =0ifi,j€{1,2,...,m} and i # j.
For each i € {1,2,...,m}, let {J.: a € A;} be the set of components of
U;N[O(X)U(E(X)— E.(X))]. Then the components of U N A, (X) are the
nonempty sets of the form:

(. e

arrYagr

Tk
ok )

where {r1,72,...,rk} = {1,2,...,m}, the sets Jit, Ji2,..., JI* are pairwise

different and oy € A,,, for every t € {1,2,...,k}.

PROOF. It is easy to see that for each i € {1,2,...,m} and every o €
A;, J. is an open connected subset of X. Let Job, JR2, .., 5k be a finite
collection of pairwise different sets such that {r1,re,...,rp} = {1,2,...,m}
and oy € A,,, for every t € {1,2,...,k}. Since the sets Ji1,Ji2,..., Jik are

a1? gt
open and connected, by [19, Lemma 1],

(ToL, T2, T

a1’ Yottt ak>n

is an open connected subset of F,,(X). Let J&t, J52 JZ' be a finite col-

Y SRR 5
lection of pairwise different sets such that: {s1,s2,...,8} = {1,2,...,m},

€y € As,, for every v € {1,2,...,1}, and
A5 SN S TR (S S N L
It is not difficult to see that:
<J;11,J£§,...,J£’;>nﬁ<J511,J§'22,...,J;l>n:@.

Now assume that C is a component of Y N A, (X). Note that, for every A € C,
there is a unique finite collection

S S SR i
of pairwise different sets such that: {s1,s2,...,50} = {1,2,...,m}, 0; € A,

for each j € {1,2,...,w}, and
AeVa=(J3Jg2, ... J5e) .

Hence C = | acc Va, which expresses the open connected set C as
a union of nonempty pairwise disjoint open connected sets. Thus C is
of the form <J(§11,Jg§, e ,ng>n where {ri,rs,...,rx} = {1,2,...,m}, the
sets Jol, Ji2, ..., Jik are pairwise different and oy € A, for every t €

1,2, ..., k). O

Assume that X € D. It is not difficult to see that A, (X) is an open subset
of F,,(X). As a particular case of Theorem 3.2 we obtain the following result,
which is the equivalent version of [7, Lemma 4.1] for elements of D.

THEOREM 3.3. Let X € D such that X is not an arc and n € N. Then
the components of A (X) are exactly the sets of the form:

(intx (I1),intx (I2),...,intx (Lm)),, ,
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where m < n, I; is either an internal or an external arc in X for every
je{l,2,...,m}, and the sets intx (1), intx(I2),...,intx(I,,) are pairwise
disjoint.

The following result is the equivalent version of [7, Lemma 4.3], for ele-
ments of D.

THEOREM 3.4. Let X € D andn > 4. If A € F,,_1(X), then no neigh-
borhood of A in F,(X) can be embedded in R™.

PROOF. We show first that:
(¥) if C € F,_1(X) — EA,(X), then no neighborhood of C in F,,(X) can
be embedded in R".
To show (%) let C' € F,,_1(X)— FEA,,(X) and assume that there is a neighbor-
hood V of C in F,,(X) that can be embedded in R™. By Theorem 3.1, there
is a tree T'in X such that C' C intx(7') and TN E,(X) = 0. Then VN F,(T)
is a neighborhood of C in F,(T) that can be embedded in R™. Since this
contradicts [7, Lemma 4.3], claim (x) holds.

To show the theorem let A € F,,_1(X). Assume that there is a neighbor-
hood U of A in F,,(X) that can be embedded in R™. By Theorem 2.2, there
is C C O(X) such that |C| = |A| and C € intp, x)(U). Since A € F,,_1(X)
it follows that C € F,,_1(X) — EA,(X). Then, by (x), no neighborhood of
C in F,(X) can be embedded in R"™. However, since C' € intp, x)(U), the
set U is a neighborhood of C' in F,(X) that can be embedded in R™. This
contradiction completes the proof of the theorem. O

4. THE SET &,(X)
Given a continuum X and a natural number n, we consider the following
set:
En(X) ={A € F,(X): A has a neighborhood in F,,(X) which is an n-cell}.
In this section we prove some properties of &, (X).

THEOREM 4.1. Let X and Y be continua and n € N. If h: F,(X) —
F,(Y) is a homeomorphism, then h (E,(X)) = E,(Y).

A simple triod is a continuum G that can be written as the union of three
arcs Iy, I and I3 such that: Iy NI; N I3 = {p}, p is an end point of each arc
I and (I; — {p})N(I; — {p}) = 0, if i # j. The point p is called the core of G.

Given a continuum X let:

T(X)={pe€ X: pis the core of a simple triod in X}.

Let X be a locally connected continuum and A € &,(X). In [7, Lemma 3.1] it
is shown that ANT(X) = 0. A straightforward modification can be applied
to obtain the following result.
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THEOREM 4.2. Let X be a locally connected continuum and n € N. If
A€ &,(X), then ANclx(T(X)) = 0.

THEOREM 4.3. Let X € D and n € N. Then Ap(X) — Fp—1(X) C E(X).
PRrROOF. Take A € A,,(X) — F,,—1(X). Then |A| = n, so we can write
A={x1,29,...,2p}.

Since A € A,(X), we have A C O(X) U (E(X) — E4(X)). Then there exist
n pairwise disjoint arcs Jq, Ja, ..., J, in X such that z; € intx(J;), for each
i€{1,2,...,n}, and

JUJU--UlJ, CO(X) U (E(X) — E.(X)).

Note that (J1, Ja, ..., Jn)n is a neighborhood of A in F,,(X) which is an n-cell,
by Theorem 2.1. Then A € &,(X). O

THEOREM 4.4. Let X € D and n € N. Then &,(X) is dense in F,(X).

PROOF. Let U be a nonempty open subset of F,(X). By Theorem 2.2
there is D C O(X) such that |D| = n and D € U. Note that D € A,(X) —
F,—1(X) so, by Theorem 4.3, D € &,(X). This shows that &,(X) is dense in
Fo(X). O

THEOREM 4.5. Let X € D and n € N. Then
a) En(X) C Ap(X);

b) if n € {2,3}, then &, (X ) An (X )

c) if n >4, then E,(X) = Ap(X) — Fom1(X).

PRrROOF. To show a) let A € &,(X). By Theorem 4.2, ANclx (T(X)) = 0.
Since X € D, this implies that AN (R(X) U Eq(X)) = @ Thus A € A, (X),
so a) holds. Assertion b) follows from a) and the proof of [7, Lemma 5.1].
To show c) assume that n > 4. Take A € &,(X). By a), A € A,(X). Let
U be a neighborhood of A in F,(X) which is an n-cell. Then U can be
embedded in R™ so, by Theorem 3.4, A ¢ F,,_1(X). This shows that £,(X) C
An(X) — Fi,—1(X). The other inclusion holds by Theorem 4.3. O

THEOREM 4.6. Let X € D and A € F,(X). If AN E,(X) = 0, then
there exists a basis B of open neighborhoods of A in F, (X) such that for each
V € B, the set VNE,(X) is nonempty and has a finite number of components.

PROOF. Since AN E,(X) =0, we have A € F,,(X) — EA,(X). Thus, by
Theorem 3.1, there is a tree T in X such that A C intx (7") and TNE,(X) = 0.
Let A = {x1,z2,..., 2y} and consider that A has exactly m points. Let ¢ > 0.
Choose a finite collection Uy, Us, ..., U,, of pairwise disjoint open connected
subsets of X with the following properties:

1) z; € U; Cintx(T) N Bx(x;,¢), for each i € {1,2,...,m};

2) U; — {x;} C O(X), for each i € {1,2,...,m}.
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Let V. = (U1,Us,...,Un)n. By 1) we have V. C Bp, (x)(A,¢) and, by
Theorem 4.4, V. NE,(X) # 0. Given i € {1,2,...,m}, since X € D, the order
of z; in X is finite. From this and 2), the set

Us N[O(X) U (E(X) — Eq(X))]

has a finite number of components. Let {Jf, Jh . Ji} be the set of compo-
nents of U; N [O(X) U (E(X) — Ey(X))]. By Theorem 3.2 the components of
Ve N A (X) are the nonempty sets of the form:

(4.1) (T T2 i),
where {r1,72,..., 7} = {1,2,...,m}, the sets J}, J2,..., J* are pairwise

different and s; € {1,2,...,1,,}, for every t € {1,2, ..., k}. Since we have a
finite number of elements of the form Jg7, the number of nonempty sets of the
form (4.1) is finite.

If n € {2,3} then, by part b) of Theorem 4.5, the nonempty sets of the
form (4.1) are the components of Ve N &, (X). Assume then that n > 4. Then,
by part ¢) of Theorem 4.5, £,(X) = Ap(X) — F—1(X). Given a component
C = <J:11,J:§,...,J::> of V. N An(X) and (q1,¢2,-..,q) € NF such that

q+q2+- +qk—nlet
Clq1,q2,---,qk) = {CGC: ‘C’HJQ‘ = ¢ for each t € {1,2,...,k}}.

Note that C(g1,q2,...,qx) C Ve N Ex(X). Tt is not difficult to see that
C(q1,92, - - -,qx) is homeomorphic to

(Fan(70) = Fopma(I5)) X -+ % (Fyy (J22) = Fapor (J22))
where we agree that Fy(R) = 0 for each continuum R. Since the sets
For (J31) = Fauma (J21) oo Fau (J23) = Fau1 (J35)
are connected, C(q1,qa,-..,qk) is a connected subset of V. N &, (X). Moreover
CNéEy( U{C (@1, aqr): (g1, qr) €ENFand g1 + - + g =n}.

This implies that C N &, (X) has a finite number of components. Since each
component of C N &,(X) is a component of V. N E,(X) and V. N A, (X) has
a finite number of components, the set V. N &,(X) has a finite number of
components as well.

To finish the proof note that B = {V.: ¢ > 0} is a basis of open neigh-
borhoods of A in F,,(X). O

In [4] and [20] it is proved that locally connected continua admit a convex
metric d. This means that every two points z,y € X can be joined by an arc
J in X, in such a way that J is isometric to the closed interval [0, d(z, y)].

THEOREM 4.7. Let X € D and A € F,,(X). Assume that AN E(X) # 0.
Then there exists a basis B of open neighborhoods of A in F,,(X) such that,
for each V € B, the set V — {A} is contractible. Moreover if AN Eq.(X) # 0
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we can choose B with the additional property that, for each V € B, the set
VN ELX) has infinitely many components.

PROOF. Let d be a convex metric on X. Assume that |A| = m. Let
A = {z1,22,...,2m} and assume that z; € E(X). Let ¢ > 0. Choose a
finite collection Uy, Us,...,U,, of pairwise disjoint open connected subsets
of X such that z; € U; C Bx(wi,¢), for each i € {1,2,...,m}. Let V. =
(U1,Us, ..., Up)n. Clearly A € V. C Bp, (x)(A,¢). Assume that diam (U;) <
1, for each i € {1,2,...,m}. Fix B = {b1,ba,...,by} so that by € Uy — {1}
and b; € U; for each i € {2,3,...,m}. Note that B € V. — {A}. Given
1 €{1,2,...,m} and (z,t) € U; x I, by [21, Theorem 8.26], [z, b;] C U;. We
also have that [z,b;] is isometric to the closed interval [0, d(z,b;)]. Hence if
d(x,b;) > t there is a unique point y, € [z, b;] such that d(z,y,) = t. We can
then define a function g;: U; x I — U; by:

_ by, i d(x,by) <t
gilx, 1) = { Yo, if d(z,b;) > t.

It is not difficult to prove that g; is a continuous function. Note that g;(x,0) =
x and g;(x,1) = b, for all z € U;. If @ € Uy — {1} then [z,b1] C Uy — {21}
so, by the definition of g1, we have g1(x,t) € Uy — {x1} for every ¢t € I.

Define G: (V. — {A}) x I — V. — {A} so that if (D,t) € (V. — {A}) x I,
then:

m
G(D,t) = Ja (DNU:) x {t}).
i=1
It is not difficult to see that G is well defined and continuous. Since G(D,0) =
UL, (DNU;) = D and G(D, 1) = B, for each D € V. — { A}, the set V. — {A}
is contractible.

Let us assume now that z1 € E,(X). Since X € D, each element of E,(X)
is the limit of a sequence of distinct ramification points of X, all in the same
arc. We also have, since X € D, that R(X) is discrete ([3, Corollary 3.6]).
Then we can find a sequence (ry); in R(X) N Uy such that:

1) (rg)r converges to x1;

2) (rk41,7k) is an internal arc in X, for every k € N;

3) ri41 € (rgyo, k) C Uy, for each k € N.

Given i € {2,3,...,m} fix an arc I; in clx(U;) which is either external or
internal in clx(U;). Let J; = inty, (I; NU;). By Theorems 3.2 and 4.5, for
every k € N, the set:

Wi = (Jo, I3, o« s Iy Tk, k)5 (T2 Tkt 1) - -+ s (Phtm—mt1s Thtn—m))n
is a component of V. N &, (X). Since W "W, = 0, if k # [, the set V-NE,(X)
has infinitely many components.

To finish the proof, note that B = {V.: ¢ > 0} is a basis of open neigh-
borhoods of A in F,,(X) as required. O
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THEOREM 4.8. Let X be a locally connected continuum and Z be a non-
degenerate subcontinuum of X such that clx(T(X)NZ) = Z. Assume that
there is a point p € Z such that p € intx(Z). Then there exists a basis B
of open neighborhoods of {p} in F,(X) such that, for each V € B, the set
VNELNX) is empty.

PROOF. Take ¢ > 0 such that Bx(p,e) C intx(Z). Let

B = {Br,(x)({p}.9): 6 <e},
Ve Band A € VN F,(Z). Since clx(T(X)NZ) = Z, we have AN
cx(T(X)) # 0. Thus, by Theorem 4.2, A ¢ &,(X). This implies that
VNELX) = 0. a

Let X be a continuum and A be an arc in X with end points p and q. We
say that A is a free arc of X if A — {p,q} is an open subset of X.

THEOREM 4.9. Let X be a locally connected continuum and n € N such
that £,(X) is dense in F,(X). Then, for each nonempty open subset U of X,
there is a free arc of X contained in U.

PRrROOF. Assume, to the contrary, that U contains no free arcs. Let V
be a nonempty open connected subset of X such that clx(V) C U. Define
Z = clx (V). We prove that Z = clx(T(X)NZ). Let y € Z and W be an
open subset of X such that y € W. Let p € W NV and A be an arc such
that p € A C V. N W. Since U has no free arcs and open subsets of X are
locally arcwise connected (see [21, Definition 8.24 and Theorem 8.25]) it can
be shown that there is a € ANT(X)NW. Thus WNT(X)NZ # B. This shows
that Z C clx(T(X)N Z) and, since the other inclusion also holds, we have
cx(T(X)N Z) = Z. Since the interior of Z is nonempty, by Theorem 4.8,
there is an open set V in F,(X) such that V¥ N &,(X) = (. This contradicts
the fact that &£,(X) is dense in F,(X). Therefore U contains a free arc. 0O

5. THE MAIN THEOREM

We start this section by showing the following result, which is a positive
answer to [15, Question 2]. In its proof we will use the fact that a continuum
Z is locally connected if and only if F,,(Z) is locally connected ([9, Theorem
6.3]), and also that if Z is a one-dimensional continuum, then dim(F,(Z)) = n.
This follows from [6, Theorem 3] and [10, Proof of Lemma 3.1].

THEOREM 5.1. Let X be a dendrite and n € N. If Y is a continuum such
that F,(X) = F,(Y), then Y is a dendrite.

PRrROOF. Since X is locally connected, Y is also locally connected. By
[8, Theorem 1.1(19)], dim(X) = 1. Thus dim(F,(Y)) = dim(F,(X)) = n.
Assume that dim(Y") > 1. Then there exist ¢ € Y and a compact neighborhood
B of ¢ such that dim(B) > 2. Such B can be chosen so that there is a finite
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collection Ay, Ag, ..., A,_1 of pairwise disjoint arcs in Y such that BNA; = 0,
for all i € {1,2,...,n — 1}. Then B = (B, A1, Aa,..., Ap_1)n is a subset of
F,(Y) which is homeomorphic to B x A; x Ay X --- x A,_1. Since B is
compact and dim(A4;) = 1 for every i € {1,2,...,n — 1}, by [14, Remark, p.
34], dim(B) = dim(B x A1 x Ay X +-+ X A1) =dim(B) +n—1>n+ 1.
Hence dim(F,(Y)) > n + 1. Since this is a contradiction, dim(Y) = 1.
Assume that Y contains a simple closed curve S'. Since dim(Y) = 1,
by [22, 18.8, p. 104], there is a retraction r: Y — S'. Consider the function
R: F,(Y) — F, (S') defined, for A € F,(Y), by R(A) = r(A). It is not
difficult to see that R is a well defined retraction. Since X is contractible
([8, Theorem 1.2(21)]), F,,(X) is contractible. Thus F, (S) is a retract of
the contractible space F,,(Y'), so F,, (S') is contractible as well ([5, Theorem
13.2]). However, in [24] it is shown that there is no n € N so that F,(S?!)
is contractible. This contradiction shows that Y does not contain a simple
closed curve. We conclude that Y is a dendrite. O

Let X be a dendrite and K be a subcontinuum of X. Define r: X — K
as follows: r(z) = z if x € K and, otherwise, r(z) is the unique point in K
such that r(z) is a point of every arc in X from x to any point of K (see [21,
Lemma 10.24]). In [21, Lemma 10.25] it is shown that r is a retraction. Such
function is called the first point map for K. We use this function in the proof
of the following result.

THEOREM 5.2. Let X € D andn € N. If Y is a continuum such that
Fo(X) = F,(Y), thenY € D.

PROOF. Since X = F1(X), the result is true for n = 1, so we consider
that n > 2. By Theorem 5.1, Y is a dendrite. Let us assume that the metric
d for Y is convex. If p,q € R%, we denote by [p,q| the straight line segment
in R? joining p and ¢q. We consider that (p,q) = [p,q] — {p,q}-

Assume, to the contrary, that Y ¢ D. Then, by [3, Theorem 3.3], YV
contains either a copy of

F, =[(~1,0),(1,0)]U <[j {(0’0)’ <% %)D

m=1

W =[(~1,0), (1,0)] U <fj [(—%0) , (_%%)D .

m=1

or of

To simplify notation let us assume that either F,, C Y or W C Y. Note that
(0,0) e cly (E(Y)) — E(Y). Let &1 = (0,0). Since O(Y) is dense in Y, we can
take n — 1 points x2,z3...,2, in O(Y) N ((0,0),(1,0)). Let

B = {xlaz%"'axn}'
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Let h: F,,(X) — F,(Y) be a homeomorphism. We will proceed as fol-
lows: after proving Claim 1, we consider the cases h™'(B) N E,(X) = 0
and h™1(B) N E,(X) # 0. In both situations we will find a contradiction.
Thus the assumption Y ¢ D is not correct and, in this way, the proof of the
theorem will be complete.

By Theorems 4.1 and 4.4, h(&,(X)) = &€,(Y) and &, (Y) is dense in F,,(Y).

Take § > 0 such that By (z;,8)N By (z;,8) = 0 for each i,j € {1,2,...,n}
with 4 # j.

CLAM 1. For each open neighborhood V of B in F,(Y) with V C
Br, (v)(B,0), the set VN E(Y) has infinitely many components.

To show Claim 1, let ¥ be an open neighborhood of B in F,,(Y) such
that V C Bp,(v)(B,9). Let 0 < ¢ < § be such that the sets By (x1,¢),
By (z9,€),..., By (zn,¢€) are pairwise disjoint and

(BY (Il,{:‘) , By (IQ,E) ,...,By (xn75)>n c V.

Since x1 € By (x1,¢) and either F,, CY or W C Y, there exists N € N such
that either

(5.1) () {(o,o), (%%)] C By (1,¢)

m=N
or

o0 U [(20) ()] s

Also, since Y is a dendrite, z1 € cly (E(Y)) — E(Y) and, according the
case, the sequences ((%, #)) ((f 1 0)) and ((f— %))m converge to
x1, we can take N so that, for every m > N, if (5 1) holds then the component
of By (z1,€) — {z1} that contains (L, ﬁ) coincides with the component of
Y — {z1} that contains (+,-L); and if (5.2) holds, then the component of
By (#1,6) —{(—=1,0)} that contains (—-,-L) coincides with the component
of Y — {(—— )} that contains (—%, 1y

Given m > N we define Z,, as follows if (5.1) holds, then Z,, is the
component of Y — {z1} that contains (-, -5;) and, if (5.2) holds, then Z,, is
the component of Y — {(—— )} that contains (—%, —) Since each Z,, is
open in Y and &£,(Y) is dense in F,,(Y), by Theorem 4.9, there is a free arc
Ay, of Y contained in Z,,. Note that {inty (A4,,) : m > N} is a sequence of
pairwise disjoint open connected subsets of By (z1,¢).

Given i € {2,3,...,n}, since By (z;,¢) is open in Y and &,(Y) is dense
in F,(Y), by Theorem 4.9, there is a free arc J; of Y contained in By (x;,¢).
Note that inty (J2),...,inty (J,,) is a finite sequence of pairwise disjoint open
connected subsets of Y.



DENDRITES AND SYMMETRIC PRODUCTS 207

For m > N define
A, = (inty (4p,) ,inty (J2) , . .., inty (Jn) ).

Since inty (Ay,),inty (J2),...,inty (J,) are open connected subsets of Y, by
Theorem 2.1, A,, is an open connected subset of F,(Y). Since inty (4,,) N
inty (Ax) = 0 if m # k, we have A, N A, = 0. Given C € A,,, by Theorem
2.1, the set (Am, Ja,...,Jn)n is an n-cell in F,(Y) that contains C in its
interior. Thus C € &,(Y), so A, C E,(Y). Moreover, we have

A, C (By (z1,¢€), By (2,€),...,By (xpn,€))n CV,

so Ay, CVNELY).

Let B,,, be the component of VN E, (V) that contains A,,. We claim that
By N By, = 0 for different m, k > N. Assume, to the contrary, that B,, = B.
Let D; € A, and Dy € Aj. Since F,(Y) is locally connected and B, is
a component of the open subset VN E,(Y) of F,(Y), the set B, is arcwise
connected. Then there is an arc «: [0,1] — B,, such that «(0) = D; and
a(l) = Ds. Let

K = J{a(t): t € 0,1]}.
Given j € {1,2,...,n}, let K; = KN By (xj,0). Since ([0, 1]) is connected in
F,(Y), the subset K of Y has at most n components ([9, Lemma 6.1]). Since
D1, Dy C K, the sets By (x1,0), By (22,0), ..., By (z,, ) are pairwise disjoint
and D; N By (x;,6) # 0, for each ¢ € {1,2} and every j € {1,2,...,n}, it
follows that K, K, ..., K, are the components of K. Note that K1 NA,, # 0
and K; N A # 0 so, if (5.1) holds, then z; € K; and, if (5.2) holds, then
(—%, O) € K. This implies that KNR(Y) # (), so one element of B,,, contains
a ramification point of Y. This contradicts Theorem 4.2. Hence B,, N By = 0.

Therefore VNE, (Y) has infinitely many components. This completes the
proof of Claim 1.

Let us assume that h=1(B) N E,(X) = 0. Then, by Theorem 4.6, there
exists a basis Bx of open neighborhoods of h=!(B) in F,(X) such that,
for each U € Bx, the set U N E,(X) is nonempty and has a finite number
of components. Let By = {h(U): U € Bx}. Then By is a basis of open
neighborhoods of B in F,,(Y) such that, for each V € By, the set VN E,(Y)
is nonempty and has a finite number of components. Let V € By such
that V C Bp,(v)(B,6). By Claim 1. the set VN &,(Y) has infinitely many
components. This is a contradiction.

Let us assume now that h='(B) N E,(X) # (. Then, by Theorem 4.7,
there is a basis B of open neighborhoods of h~!(B) in F,(X) such that, for
each U € B, the set U — {h~1(B)} is contractible. Let € = {h(U): U € B}.
Then € is a basis of open neighborhoods of B in F,(Y) such that, for each
V € €, the set V — { B} is contractible.

Let A =[(—1,0),(1,0)]. Note that A is an arc in Y such that z; = (0,0) €

((717 O)a (17 0))
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CLAIM 2. There is a retraction r: Y — A such that r—1(x;) = {x;}, for
each i € {1,2,...,n}.

To show Claim 2, let r1: Y — A be the first point map for A. By [21,
Lemma 10.25], 1 is a retraction. Given i € {2,3,...,n}, since z; € O(Y), we
have 7 (x;) = {x;}. If 2; € O(Y), then 77 *(21) = {21} and 7, has the re-
quired properties. If 21 ¢ O(Y), then r; }(z1) = {y € V: [y, 21] N A = {21} }.
Let Ag = [(—1,0), (0,0)]. Given y € v *(x1), if d(21,) < d(z1,(—1,0)), there
is a unique z, € A such that d(z1,z,) = d(x1,y). Then we can define a
function o : rl_l(:cl) — Ay so that:

_ zy, ifd(zq,y) <d(z1,(—1,0));
r2(y) ‘{ (~1,0), if d(:cl,z) > d(w1,(~1,0)).

It is not difficult to see that 7o is a well defined continuous function such that
75 H(x1) = 1. Now define r: Y — A so that, if y € Y, then:

r(y) :{ r(y), ifyér (z1);

ra(y), ifyeryt(a).

Then 7 is a retraction such that »~1(y) = {x;}, for each i € {1,2,...,n}.
This proves Claim 2.

Let r: Y — A as in Claim 2. Define R: F,,(Y) — F,(A4), at D € F,(Y),
by R(D) = r(D). Then R is a retraction such that R~1(B) = {B}. For
each ¢ > 0 with ¢ < ¢, let Uf = By (z;,¢) for i € {1,2,...,n} and U° =
(Us,US,...,US). .

CLAM 3. For each € > 0 with € < 4, the set R(UF) is a connected open
subset of F,,(A) homeomorphic to the Euclidean space R™.

Considering the sets U7, Us, ..., U} are pairwise disjoint, it is not difficult
to prove that R(U®) = (r(Uf),r(U3),...,r(U7)),, - Since the metric for Y is
convex, by the definition of r, r(Uf),r(U§),...,r(US) are open connected
subsets of A. Thus R(U¢) is an open connected subset of F,,(A). Moreover,
since A is an arc, by Theorem 2.1, R(U¢) is homeomorphic to R™. This proves
Claim 3.

Now we are ready to show the final argument. Fix v > 0 with v < § and
take V € €such that B €V C U”. Nowlet o > Osuchthat Be U’ CV CU".
Since R is a retraction, V —{ B} is contractible and R(V—{B}) = R(V)—{B},
we have the set R(V) — { B} is contractible.

Since B € U° C V C U, by the definition of R, B € R(U?) C R(V) C
R(U7). Thus, by Claim 3, R(U?) is an open neighborhood of B homeomorphic
to R™ and contained in the set R(V). Then there exists an n-cell G such that
B e G C R(V) and B ¢ 9G, where 9G is the manifold boundary of G. By
Claim 3, R(U") is also homeomorphic to R™ so there is a retraction S: R(UY)—
{B} — 0G. Then S|grv)—{py: R(V) — {B} — 0G is also a retraction. Since
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) — {B} is contractible, the set OG is contractible. This is a contradiction

to [14, p. 37] that came from the assumption that h=1(B) N E,(X) # 0.

Since both cases h™1(B)NE,(X) = 0 and h=1(B) N E4(X) # () produced

a contradiction, the assumtion that Y ¢ D is not correct. Therefore Y € D.

O
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