
On April 14, 2004, 8 days after his 70th birthday, Prof. 
Dr. Erik Flügel has died. We lost not only the founder 
of the Institute of Paleontology of the University Erlan-
gen–Nuremberg, but also an internationally renowned 
and highly regarded scientist. He was a passionate 
researcher, ardent teacher, unrelenting science manager, 
but also a loyal and encouraging colleague and a reli-
able friend.

Erik Flügel was born on April 6, 1934 in Steiermark, 
Austria. From 1940 to 1952 he attended the primary and 
secondary school at Graz where he earned his “Abitur”. 
In 1952 he commenced his studies of geology and pale-
ontology as well as mineralogy and petrography at the 
Universities of Graz and Marburg, and completed his 
degree in July 1957 in Graz with a PhD thesis deal-
ing with the revision of Devonian hydrozoans of the 
Graz area. Until 1962 he worked at the Natural History 
Museum in Vienna where he completed his post-doctor-
ate in paleontology.

From 1962 on Erik Flügel worked as “Wissen-
schaftlicher Rat” at the Technical University of Darm-
stadt, Germany, where he became a professor in 1968. 
In 1971 he extended his venia legendi to include geol-
ogy. Since 1972 he chaired the newly formed Institute 
of Palaeontology at the University of Erlangen–Nurem-
berg, which he led until his retirement in 1999.

During the years Erik Flügel managed to build up 
the Palaeontology Department of Erlangen to an inter-
nationally renowned research institution. In particular, 
his name and the name of his institute are tightly con-
nected to the term “microfacies analysis”, a compara-
tive examination of ancient biotic and depositional sys-
tems with modern ecosystems. Since 1973, he organ-
ized and taught interuniversity courses on the topic of 
facies analyses and facies models in carbonates that 
were attended throughout the years by more than 1500 
persons from universities and the oil and gas industry. 
In addition, these famous facies courses were taught at 
different universities in Europe and beyond.

A further milestone was the foundation of the Facies 
journal, which Erik Flügel together with his wife, Eren-
traud Flügel-Kahler, developed over the years from an 
institutional forum for the publication of larger elabo-
rates to a highly regarded international, interdisciplinary 
journal. Until the year 2003, a total of 553 scientific 
papers were published in 49 volumes of Facies under 
the editorship of Erik Flügel and his wife.

The study of ancient and modern reefs always were 
an important focus of Erik Flügel’s diverse research 
activities, and his work provided an important contri-
bution to the development of palaeontology as a link 
between geological and biological sciences. Within this 

         Geologia Croatica            57/2       209–219                                                         ZAGREB 2004

IN MEMORIAM

Prof. Dr. Erik FLÜGEL
1934–2004

Professor Erik Flügel, a distinguished scientist and a great man, was a member of the International Scientific 
Advisory Board of Geologia Croatica since its foundation in 1992. This In Memoriam is a slightly modified reprint 
from Facies (2004), 50, 149–159. 
Erik Flügel’s support for Geologia Croatica was of incalculable value to us all, but such largesse was typical of this 
man who will be sorely missed by all who were privileged to know him...

      The Editors and the Editorial Board of Geologia Croatica



210 Geologia Croatica 57/2 211In Memoriam – Prof. Dr. Erik Flügel

scope, he was organizer and co-ordinator of the Priority 
Research Programme “Global and Regional Controls 
of Biogenic Sedimentation: Reef Evolution and Creta-
ceous Sedimentation” funded by the Deutsche Forsc-
hungsgemeinschaft (DFG) during 1990–1996.

His broad research interests are reflected in more 
than 200 publications and books on topics covering dif-
ferent areas of general and applied palaeontology, pal-
aeoecology, facies analysis, microfacies, reef evolution, 
and archeometry. His book “Fossil Algae”, published in 
1977, represents results of the “International Sympo-
sium on Fossil Algae”, which was founded by Flügel 
in 1975, and continues to date. The book “Mikrofazielle 
Untersuchungsmethoden von Kalken”, published in 
1978, and the English edition “Microfacies Analysis of 
Limestones”, published in 1982, are further milestone 
contributions by Erik Flügel. In 2002, the book “Phan-
erozoic Reef Patterns” co-edited by Erik Flügel together 
with his colleagues Wolfgang Kiessling and Jan Golon-
ka, was published as SEPM Special Publication Volume 
72. It contains a compilation of contributions on reef 
development in the Phanerozoic.

His book “Microfacies of Carbonate Rocks – Analy-
sis, Interpretation, Application” was his last large 
completed oeuvre. Unfortunately, he was not destined 
to witness the publication of this impressive volume 
recently published in July 2004.

Because of his remarkable initiative, he was 
active in numerous national and international orga-
nisations. From 1976–1982 he was a member of the 
“Wissenschaftlicher Beirat am Bayerischen Staatsmini-
sterium für Kultur und Unterricht”. For many years 
(1980–1988) he acted as main-referee for palaeontol-
ogy for the DFG. He led the steering committee of the 
“Sciences of the solid Earth”, and from 1991 to 1999 he 
was a member of the “Senatskommission für geowis-
senschaftliche Gemeinschaftsforschung” of the DFG. In 
addition, he was corresponding member of the Austrian 
Academy of Science since 1992. From 1995 to 1999, he 

joined the scientific advisor committee of the Alfred-
Wegener-Institut für Polar- und Meeresforschung in 
Bremerhaven. Since 1996, Erik Flügel led the scientific 
advisory panel of the Forschungsinstitut Senckenberg, 
Frankfurt.

In recognition of his earnings, Erik Flügel was 
awarded with numerous honours. In 1985, he received 
the “Hans-Stille-Award” of the Deutsche Geologische 
Gesellschaft, in 1998 the honorary doctorate (Dr. h.c.) 
of the Free University of Berlin, and in March 2000 the 
“Gustav-Steinmann-Medal” of the Geologische Verei-
nigung. Since 2002, he was Honorary Fellow of the 
Geological Society of America.

His main motivation was always driven by the urge 
to stimulate the progress of science and to encourage 
promising young scientists. An astonishing number of 
Erik Flügel’s former students are now holding profes-
sorships all over Germany. Despite his great scientific 
achievements, he never put his personality before his 
goals. In his charming and integrative manner, he 
showed great skills in teaming-up scientists covering 
many disciplines to form competitive research groups. 
In that way, he was of invaluable help as scientific advi-
sor of many leading institutions and organizations.

His death came much too early and means a sub-
stantial loss for palaeontology, which, as a discipline, is 
under severe pressure these days regarding institutional 
re-organisation nationwide. The scientific community 
will miss his voice and his fascinating ability to foresee 
future developments.

We have lost one of our strongest advocates.

André FREIWALD
Institute of Paleontology,
University of Erlangen-Nuremberg,
Loewenichstr. 28, 
91054 Erlangen, Germany
e-mail: andre.freiwald@pal.uni-erlangen.de
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