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Abstract:

Nautical tourism has emerged towards the end of the second millennium, as a new kind of tourism with a strong maritime component. Its development has immediately been characterised by a continuous growth at high development rates. In the first stage, it has not been followed by adequate scientific researches. They started towards the end of the last century to continue to present days. If we analyse the present state and dynamics of development of nautical tourism, it is possible to define the main development pattern. Nautical tourism is becoming an economically important type of tourism and proudly bears the name of nautical tourist industry
. It is divided into three main kinds: nautical tourism ports, charter and cruising,
 and is an example of tourist industry which development is economically multifunctional and scientifically interdisciplinary. Being developed in the situation of new relations among competent subjects and based on new development models in which the environment factor is dominating more than ever before, nautical tourism has the role of a leader of economic development of the area in which it developed. It has a special role in the newly formed European economic development models in which local and regional community are the nucleus of strategic economic development. Therefore, an increasing number of researches is a logical response to the dynamic development of nautical tourism in all European and other countries, and national interest is reasonable. In order to obtain theoretical and practical use of the researches and their results, it is necessary to define clearly nautical tourism and classify it, and this article is a contribution to the aim.
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1. Introduction
The last half of the last century has been characterised by a rapid technological development of the society, development of standard of living and fast pace of life. Work and stressed life is a common everyday characteristic. Tourism, a form of organised annual vacation, is increasingly changing its standard form of holidays and is developing the offer which is in accordance to the demand and is aimed to satisfying other human motives which have replaced the standard holidays. The needs for adventures, for experience of nature and of new environment, are dominating tourist motives which give to tourism a multidisciplinary aspect. The process is followed by the development of new kinds of tourism, and the sea and other water areas and their tourist capacities are becoming more significant in the structure of tourist traffic. 

Nautical tourism, a selective kind of tourism, emerged in Europe in the second half of the twentieth century. The dilemma whether it is a special kind of maritime traffic, or a new kind of tourism, has resulted in very few researches of nautical tourism conducted in its early stage. Good financial results of the companies engaged in nautical tourism arouse the interest of the government and science aimed at studying the development pattern of nautical tourism and designing development strategies in order to manage the development. However, there are a lot of uncertainties which the science is gradually settling and investigates possible effects of the nautical tourism development for the community. One of the first insufficiently researched topics is defining and classifying nautical tourism and factors which may cause significant differences in classification. Therefore, it is necessary to direct part of scientific researches to defining and classifying nautical tourism, as a contribution to future researches of nautical tourism in our country and in Europe. 

2. Defining nautical tourism
Contrary to tourism which has several scientifically recognised definitions, e.g. the definition made by statistical experts or by tourist scientists, which are internationally binding, nautical tourism has no such definitions. However, since nautical tourism is a selective kind of tourism, it is possible to use the current definitions of tourism as the basis for deriving the definition of nautical tourism. Using the main characteristics of international definition of tourism, nautical tourism may be defined as the entirety of multifunctional activities and relations caused by the stay of tourists-boaters in nautical tourism ports or out of them, and by the use of vessels and other objects related to nautical tourism aimed at recreation, sports and entertainment and other needs
.  Similar definition can be found in the Croatian Dictionary of tourism: “Nautical tourism is a term which refers to a special form of tourism in which predominating activities are tourists’ navigation and sojourn in their own or other person’s vessel and various activities for tourist and entertainment purposes.”
 A similar definition of nautical tourism can be found in the popular online encyclopaedia Wikipedia: “Nautical tourism is the movement of tourists in vessels along the sea or rivers, including their landing in ports and marinas and includes all infrastructures in ports and marinas needed for their accommodation.”
 All the presented definitions have the elements of real, conceptual and nominal definitions, as they analyse the basis of the issue, determine its contents and explain the significance of terms, which makes them scientific definitions. Defining a concept is subject to the aim of defining, i.e. to the aim of the one who creates the definition. Hence, scientific defining has to be contrasted to national legislation defining. The Article 52 of the Croatian Tourist Activity Act (“National Gazette” no. 8/96) contains the following definition: “Nautical tourism is the navigation and sojourn of tourists – boaters in vessels (yachts, boats etc.) and in nautical tourism ports, aimed at recreation and entertainment”. The purpose of such definition is to regulate and define nautical tourism as a part of the system of business activities. In order to define the activities of nautical tourism, in Article 53 of the Tourist Activity Act, there is a definition and grouping of nautical tourism services as follows:
1. renting area at the developed and partly or fully sheltered coast (hereinafter referred to as the berth) for accommodation of vessels and tourists-boaters aboard them, 

2. renting vessels for recreation and entertainment (charter, cruising etc.), 

3. skipper services, 

4. accommodation, shelter and maintenance of vessels berthed in the sea or at dry berth, 

5. supplying boaters with water, fuel, food, spare parts, equipment etc.), 

6. fitting and preparing vessels, 

7. providing various information to boaters (weather forecast, navigational pilots, etc.), 

8. courses for sailing, skippers and boat operators, 

9. other services for nautical tourism. 

From the aspect of law and activity specification such legislation definition satisfies the purpose of defining.

In order to complete the defining process, it is necessary to add the statistical approach, where the focus of definition is the subjects of tourism, in this case of nautical tourism. The question which arises is who/what are the subjects of nautical tourism. 

Graph 1 Subjects of nautical tourism 
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Source: Classification done by the author T. Luković

In order to contribute to the statistical definition of nautical tourism it is necessary to classify the subjects of nautical tourism, since the definition will be based on the subjects. In accordance to the statistical definition of a tourist, through which the statistics defines tourism as a mass phenomenon, the subject of nautical tourism may be defined as “…each active or passive visitor or passenger who travels to a place out of their permanent  residence for a period under one year, with any aim of the voyage except for the activity paid by a source in the visited place, for study, permanent residence and emigration, and temporarily resides aboard a vessel or any other object of nautical tourism.”
 

Defining the nautical tourism is neither simple-structured nor final. It is subject to the objective and purpose of defining, hence statistical, scientific and legislative defining constitute the definition system of nautical tourism which is not equal in all countries and areas. The presented definitions are suitable for Croatian needs of defining and are the result of factors which are relevant in Croatia and are similar for the entire Mediterranean, but not for the transatlantic tourist market, which will further be explained. For the reasons of simplifying the defining process and the use of the term in common practice, the definition of nautical tourism may be the following: Nautical tourism is a multifunctional tourist activity with a distinguishing maritime component.
 This brief definition is all-inclusive and suitable both for practical and theoretical usage.

3. Classifying nautical tourism
Both defining and classifying processes are not simple-structured. One of the first classifications of nautical tourism was done in the humanistic approach to nautical tourism
 where the motive of the subjects of nautical tourism was placed in the focus of the researches. In relation to the main motive which forms nautical tourism it is possible to classify it to various types: mobile, navigational, sunbathing, residential, sports, winter, excursion, fishing, cultural, health and environmental nautical tourism.

From the aspect of the size and type of vessels, nautical tourism is divided to:

· ship or “big” nautical tourism (liners, passenger and tourist ships, passenger/cargo ships, ferries, hydrofoil boats, floating houses and floating hotels etc.),

· yachting tourism (yachts of various types and size for cruising and excursions),

· motorboat nautical tourism (sailing boats, boats with or without motors, all sorts of speed-boats, various boats for sports and recreation, special vessels for underwater activities, etc.).

From the aspect of share, volume and area of navigation, nautical tourism is divided to:

· «big» nautical tourism (navigation in large vessels – ocean cruising, cruising in closed seas, longer voyages, charter),

·  «small» nautical tourism or entertainment navigation (modern small ships - «small or 4th fleet», yachts, sailing boats, sport boats, speed-boats, various objects for entertainment and leisure, etc.)

From the aspect of the organisation of navigation there are several kinds of nautical tourism:

· Individual nautical tourism,

· group or mass nautical tourism,

· convoy formation nautical tourism.

The definition of nautical tourism according to the itinerary (navigation plan):

· in closed seas, rivers and lakes,

· overseas and oceans,

· local,

· national,

· international.

Types of nautical tourism according to the purpose of navigation:

· excursion,

· cruising, sailing,

· navigation aimed at sports and entertainment,

· underwater navigation,

· combined and fast tourist transport.

The division of nautical tourism according to the sectors (areas):

· coastal, 

· beach resort (various vessels/vehicles for sports and recreation at sea, hand-operated, foot-operated, motor-operated),

· nautical camping,

· vacation (sojourn) in tourist ports,

· nautical tourism at open seas and oceans – insular.

The types of nautical tourism in terms of volume may be observed form three aspects: geographic/physical nautical tourism, technical nautical tourism and comparative nautical tourism, in relation to other forms of tourism. The classification of nautical tourism made by the Professor Vlatko Jadrešić from the University of Zadar is not contrary to scientific and practical classification, but the two approaches complement in their complex researches of nautical tourism in the Croatian Adriatic. 

However, is the classification in the strongly receiving market as the Mediterranean the same as in the emitting market? In order to analyse the issue it is necessary to study the classification of nautical tourism at an example of an emitting market. Most suitable market to study for that purpose is the German market of nautical tourism which is the largest European emitting market, and within its national framework it is also a receiving market.

The model of classification of nautical tourism, similar to the previously explained model, can be found in the European emitting market. For the purpose of the research of the nautical market in Germany, in 2003 the German government ordered a study to be conducted by two consulting companies: dwif consulting GmbH Berlin
 and BTE Tourismusmanagement, Regionalentwicklung Berlin
. In that study nautical tourism was defined as water tourism, and the classification is presented in its original form (Diagram 2).

Diagram 2 Water tourism according to its definition in Germany (translation of the table Abb 1. «Definition Wassertourismus und im Sinne der vorliegenden Studie»)
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Source: Study dwif/BTE 2002

If we compare Croatian and German models of classification of nautical tourism, we may notice that the classification is the same, except of the concept of water tourism which is more comprehensive than nautical tourism which is the backbone of the concept of water tourism. Such model of classification of nautical tourism, or water tourism, is adequate to its specific position in the north of Europe, but the main classification of nautical tourism at this model is very much similar to the Croatian model. This indicates the dynamics of classification and its adaptation to the factors which design and develop nautical tourism at an area. 

4. Conclusion
To make a scientific contribution to the development of nautical tourism, it is necessary to do permanent researches of the development. The researches have to be specific, based on the prior definition and classification of nautical development. The process of defining nautical tourism is not simple-structured and depends on a number of factors. The main factor is the aim of defining procedure which can substantially change the definition. The main forms and aims of defining process are definitions given by tourist experts, statistical definitions, legislation and theory and practice based definitions. The following definition might be accepted for practical usage: Nautical tourism is a multifunctional tourist activity with a distinguishing maritime component. The differences in definitions of nautical tourism are also evident in the classifications of nautical tourism, especially of the classification made by the Humanistic school of the University of Zadar which places the motive of nautical tourism subjects at the centre of the research, and theory and practice based classification which is more suitable for studying nautical tourism activities and other market researches. An important factor which affects the classification is the kind of the market, i.e. the characteristics of emitting and receiving tourist markets. It is necessary to consider the relativity and instability of such tourist market classification, since, from regional, local and national aspect, the turnover of emitting markets are significant. However, besides the differences between emitting and receiving markets in nautical tourism classification, there are similarities in the main types of nautical tourism referring to nautical tourism ports, charter and cruising. Those three main types of nautical tourism are the bases for other sub-types which are significant from the aspect of their development depending on the natural resource or the environment. It is, therefore, necessary to study European nautical tourism, observing the differences among the Mediterranean, northwest European and transatlantic nautical tourism markets. 

The concept and the types of nautical tourism are the basis for the development of nautical tourism industry, the significance of which is not adequately studied, but is undoubtedly one of the largest industries in the global business. 
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