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NORBERT PAP 2010: HUNGARY IN THE ATTRACTION OF THE BALKAN AND THE
MEDITERRENEUM. PUBLIKON PUBLISHER. PECS, P. 320

In the last 10 years Hungarian Political Geography has been living its renaissance. The
discipline oppressed in the state socialist period blooms again presently. One of the main
pioneers is the Department of Political Geography and Regional Development operating in
the Geography Institute in the University of Pécs, the manager of which Norbert Pap wrote
the book.

The work deals with a current problem, since as a result of Hungary’s EU accession and its
entry to the Schengen zone all barriers were dissolved, but that impeded further development
of relations for example, with the Ttalian Padania. In addition, Hungary’s southern neighbours,
the Western Balkan countries are also establishing closer relations with the countries of the
EU. Thus, there is a good chance that the Carpathian Balkan Region will soon be a part of
the uniform European political and economic space. Due to these factors, this work is an
actuality. The 320-page book possesses 54 Figures, 34 Tables and nine annexes, a total of 10
chapters its the structure is proportional.

After the introduction terms related to geographic space will be clarified in the second
section. The third chapter entitled “The value -and structural content of the regional categories
of the Balkan, Southern Europe and the Mediterranean area” gives the first unique experience
to the reader. It presents with a unique approach, the economic and political Europe slashed
by ruptures. We get a detailed picture of the political geographical correlations of the
politically diverse Southern Europe experiencing disintegration and integration processes. In
the fourth chapter we can get to know the problems of becoming a state in the study area
countries. The author focuses on the presentation of the context, which is illustrated with a
wide range of figures. The fifth chapter is an additional one, we can get to know the history
of the research in Southern Europe.

From the sixth chapter on, Norbert Pap starts to analyze the system of relations in South-
European relationships. It aligns not only to the territorial structures, but the geopolitical
structures and risk factors will also in connection with the Mediterranean on the basis of the
EU-Hungary relations.

In the seventh and eighth chapters the author’s attraction to Pécs and Italy is outlined.
The motto and spirit of Hungarian geography “the world of the Hungarian problem to the
sea” is owned by Pap himself and he cultivates it further. Besides the system of state relations
we can get to know the main Hungarian areas in the interest of the Italian economic stake.
In the analysis of the Italian relationships in the Southern Transdanubian region, the author’s
parochialism is displayed.

In the ninth chapter, where we get a detailed picture of the system of transborder,
regional and settlement relations of Pécs, Norbert Pap proves his strong innovation skills
with the presentation of “Romans in Hungary and the Christian heritage,” co-operational
geographical space, Western Balkan, Protestant, Turkish Islamic cooperative space and co-
operational space related to wine (mental) space.
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Overall, we can conclude that the author wrote his book combining the world of ideas in
geography, history, political science, philosophy. The book really gives new impulses in its
vision. But it is certainly debatable whether it is unfortunate to examine the Balkan as part
of Southern Europe? I leave the reader to decide over the question.

Lorant Bali

RUZICA VUK: LUDBRESKA PODRAVINA - GOSPODARSKI RAZVOJ KAO FAKTOR
TRANSFORMACLJE, MERIDIJANI; GRAD LUDBREG, SAMOBOR, 2009., 232 STR.

Knjiga Ludbreska Podravina - gospodarski razvoj kao faktor transformacije predstavlja
preraden magistarski rad autorice Ruzice Vuk. Nastavak je to ve¢ duge tradicije geografskih
istrazivanja Ludbreske Podravine koje je zapoceo Pavao Kurtek pocetkom 1950-ih
godina. Autori¢in pristup unutar geografske znanosti temelji se na historijsko-geografskim
metodoloskim osnovama pri ¢emu valja istaknuti da je autorica zavrsila dvopredmetni studij
geografije i povijesti. U fokusu interesa ove studije je razvoj neagrarnih grana gospodarstva od
srednjeg vijeka do kraja 20. stoljeca. Knjiga se sastoji od uvodnih dijelova u kojim se definira
prostorni i vremenski obuhvat istrazivanja. Ludbreska Podravina danas administrativho
pripada Varazdinskoj zupaniji, a podijeljena je na cetiri opc¢ine (Mali Bukovec, Martijanec,
Sveti burd i Veliki Bukovec) i jedan administrativni grad (Grad Ludbreg) tj. 41 statisticko
naselje. Potom se objasnjava metodoloski pristup, donosi pregled literature i izvora podataka
(str. 7-16), nakon Cega slijedi Sest glavnih poglavlja.

Nakon spomenutih uvodnih dijelova knjige, slijedi poglavlje Pojava neagrarnib grana
gospodarstva na vlastelinstvima i posjedima (str. 17-26). Poceci oblikovanja gospodarskih
cjelina vezani su uz vlastelinstva (Ludbreg, Rasinja i Bednja - kasnije Veliki Bukovec) te manje
posjede (njih 14). Tada su vlastelinska sredista obavljala upravne, sudske i vojne funkcije za
gravitacijski prostor Sto ¢e biti temelj za kasnije prerastanje u srediSnja naselja. S razvojem
i stabilizacijom naseljenosti u 12. i 13. stoljecu razvija se i drugi tip, tj. oblik mikrorergije, a
to su zupe. Njihova je uloga vezana uz gospodarstvo u kontinuiranom odrzavanju trgovine
tj. crkvenih sajmova §to ¢e biti nukleus formiranja trgovacke funkcije i prerastanja u naselje
gradskog tipa. Upravo uz zupne crkve i vlastelinske dvorove formiraju se prva podgrada kao
obrtnicko-trgovacka sredista (lubresko trgoviste spominje su u 15., a rasinjsko u 16. stoljecu).
Izdvajanje i razvoj neagrarnih djelatnosti prekinut je osmanlijskim provalama i pustosenjima u
kojem su posjedi, sela i neka naselja nestala (npr. Opoj), a brojna opustoSena ¢ime je naseljski
i agrarni pejzaz bitno izmijenjen, te omogucena “retransformacija prirodnog pejzaza” sto je
obradeno u kratkom poglavlju koje slijedi: Prekid gospodarskog i demografskog razvoja (str.
27-29).

U poglavlju Dominacija obrta i trgovine u transformaciji viastelinstava (str. 30-65)
autorica prati demografsku obnovu i obiljezja po Zupama od kraja 17. do sredine 19. stoljeca.
Upravo je u tom periodu, naseljavanjem nekadasnjih i osnovanjem novih naselja fomiran
danasnja mreza naselja Ludbreske Podravine. Sredinom 19. stoljeca Ludbreg postaje sredisnje
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