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Hrvatsko geografsko drustvo
(1897.-1947.-1997.)

Drazen Njegac*

RAZDOBLJE 1897.-1%47.

Godine 1897. tadagnji profesor zagrebatkog sveudilista dr Alfons Heinz (biolog)
i dr Hinko Hranilovié (geograf), s jod nekoliko pobornika geografije, po uzoru na
tadagnji trend osnivanja struénih udruZenja u drugim zemljama, osnovali su u Zagrebu
Geografsko drudtvo - najstarije geografsko udruzenje u ovom dijelu Europe, UdruZenje
je osnovano s ciljem da se .. radu oke zemljopisa nase domovine osnuje srediite, oko
kojeg Ce se sakupiti prijatelji zemljopisa.." (Heinz, Hranilovié, 1900: 76). Medutim, zbog
skromnih materijalnih sredstava i malog broja ¢lanova, Drustvo se nije moglo odrZati
kao potpuno samostalno strucno udruzenje pa je 1899. godine, u dogovoru s Hrvatskim
naravoslovnim drudtvom, odluéeno da &lanovi Geografskog drudtva pristupe Hivat-
skom naravosloynom druétvu, ¢ineéi pritom njegov najstariji samostalni odsjek - Geo-
grafski odsjek. Osnovni zadatak geografskog rada bio je ".. da se prikupi geografska
grada naie dorovine te susfednih jof zemalja; da se ova grada Stampom objelodani, te
pristupna uéini znanstvenim radnicima a i Siroj publici.” {(Hranilovi¢, 1900: 78). Ta grada
obuhvacala je pet cjelina: 1. tvrdu koru nase Zemlje, 2. vode, 3. pojave u zraku, 4.
fivotinje i biline i 5. narod (Hranilovic, 190(). Radovi élanova Geografskog druitva
otada se objavijuju u Glasniku Hrvatskog naravoslovnog drutva, a izmedu glavnih
suradnika, pored Hinka Hranilovi¢a moZemo spomenuti Dragutina Gorjanoviéa-Kram-
bergera, Artura Gavazzija, Milana $enou, Dragutina Hirca, Stjepana Pavidica, Ferda
Kocha, Dragutina Franica, Josipa Poljakai dr. (8i¢, 1980.). Godine 1917. dr. Milan Senoa
ohjavio je u spomenutom Glasniku prvu "Geografsku bibliografiju za Hrvatsku i Sla-
voniju", u kojoj popisuje 649 razlititih geografskih ¢lanaka ili knjiga izdanih u Europi, a
tematski povezanih Hrvatskom i Slavonijom (Senoa, 1917; 76-96).

Makon 1, svjetskog rata, geografsko djelovanje u sklopu Hrvatskog naravoslovnog
druitva je zamtlo, a geografska se aktivnost odrfala uuskom krugu ljudi. [akou to doba
Druitvo nije bilo organizirano u danainjem smislu, geografska aktivnost toga manjeg
broja ljudi pretopila se v izdavanje prvog specijaliziranog geografskog ¢asopisa u
Hrvatskoj, Njegov pokretad, izdavaé i urednik bio je prof. dr Artur Gavazzi. Prvi broj
Hrvatskog geografskog glasnika izlazi 1929, godine, a u njegovom uvodniku, Gavazzi
istite glavne zadatke Hrvatskog geografskog glasnika: "Uvaujudi priznata nacela geo-
grafije nasa e ... zadada biti, da u strogo naucnim &lancima prikaZemo prirodu i Zitelfsivo
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hrvatsiee "ekumene" a u . vezi, koja postoji toli med njima keli med wjikovim pojedinim
faktorima." (Gavazzi, 1929: 1). Osim radova s podruéja geografije, Glasnik donosi i
radove iz geografiji bliskih znanosti: geologije, etnografije, geofizike i dr. U razdoblju
od 1929, do 1939. podine tiskano je 10 brojeva Hrvatskog geografskog glasnika, s vide
od 70 radova. Prvih 7 brojeva uredio je Gavazzi, a posljednji trobroj 8-10, koji je izdan
1939, podine u fast 75. godisnjice Gavazzijeva Zivota, uredili su dr Otto Opitz i dr Ivo
Rubic. Osim izdavanja éasopisa, Drudtve je njegovalo i druge struéne aktivnosti, npr.
organiziranje strucnih ekskurzija, poput ekskurzije na Klek itd.

Ipak, aktivnost Drustva u prvih 50 godina nije bila kontinuirana. Drudtvo je
prolazilo kroz faze jae ili slabije aktivnosti pa éak i prestanka rada i ponovnog
osnivanja. Tako su 1941, godine, u vezi s ponovnim osnivanjem Drudtva, pripremljena
Pravila drustva, ali zbog 2. svictskog rata takva nastojanja nisu hila realizirana.

RAZDOBLJE 1947.-1997.

Nakon 2. svjetskog rata, zbog porasta broja geografa, javila se potreba za jagim
strukovnim organiziranjem. Stoga se grupa geografa i prijatelja geografije
(poviesnitari, geolozi, biolozi, meteorolozi i dr.), na éelu s prof. dr Josipom Roglidem,
ckupila u Inicijativii odbor { krajem 1946, podine sastavila prijedlog pravila Geograf-
skog drutva. Tadainje Ministarstvo unutradnjih poslova NR Hrvatske adobrilo je
pravila i suglasilo se s osnivanjem Drudtva, tako da je u Zagrebu ponovo osnovano
Geografsko druitvo, koje otada kontinuirano djeluje sve do danas. Osnivadka skupétina
"Geografskog druitva u Zagrebu" odriana je 21. 4, 1947, godine, a prilikom osnutka
Druitvo je brojile 57 ¢lanova. Osnovna zadada Drudtva je .. da prilvati mlade
strudnfake { nfimea posveti naroditu painfu ... postane Skola rada { daljer usaveiavanja, te
Zarifte Jirenja pravog geografskog znanfa...", a izuavanjem hrvatskih krajeva " diudtvo
ée pridonijeti njihovom uspfeinom gospodarskom preobraZaju i kulturnom unapredenju."
(Rogli¢, 1949.-50.; 7).

U tu je svrhu Drudtvo pokrenulo éitav niz aktivnosti: predavanja u sklopu tribine
pod nazivom "Geografski ponedjeljak”, lietni i zimski seminar za nastavnike geografije,
struéne ekskurzije; zatim, osnivanje nckih sekeija u sklopu Drudtva, npr. nastavne,
speleclotke itd.

Godine 1947, pokrenuta je tribina "Geografski ponedjeljak" na kojoj se, asim
strogo peografskibh tema, raspravlja i o aktualnim temama iz srodnih znanstvenih
discipling te o nastavnim i metodickim pitanjima. Do danas je odrfano vide od 800
struénih, znanstvenih i znanstveno-popularnih predavanja domadéih i stranih predavaca
{Pepeonik, 1996,),

Tradicionalni ljetni seminari odrzavaju se od 1951. godine. Terenskoga su karak-
lera i osnovni im je zadatak struénim terenskim ekskurzijama upoznati uéesnike s
geografskom problematikom pojedinih dijelova nade zemlje. Prviljetni seminar odrian
je u Bihacu i okoelnim krajevima (Divar, Plitvicka jezera) u srpnju 1951, godine, a na
njemu je sudjelovalo 100 nastavnika (Vresk, 1980.). Posljednjih nekoliko godina zbag
domovinskog rata ljetni terenski seminari nisu se odrZavali, ali jedan od osnovaih
buduéih zadataka Drudtva bit £e njihovo obnavljanje.
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Na zimskim seminarima, koji se odr#avaju od 1955, godine i do danas ih je odriano
48, raspravlja se o aktualnim struénim i metodiékim pitanjima, s ciljem boljeg informi-
ranja i produbljivanja spoznaja nastavnika osnovnih i srednjib kola iz Hrvatske.

Struéne ekskurzije su takoder znafajan oblik aktivnosti Hrvatskog geografskog
drugtva. Osim ekskurzija u zemlji, organizirano je i nekoliko ekskurzija u inozemstvu,
npr. u Francusku 1956. godine, u Cehoslovadku 1965., na Bliski Istok 1966., u Spanjol-
sku i juznu Francusku 1970. godine itd. (Novosel-Zic, 1980.).

U sklopu Hrvatskog geografskog druftva djeluje Speleoloka sekcija, koja je
osnovana 1956., a obnavijena 1992, godine. Njezine su glavne zadace poticanje razvoja
speleologije u Hrvatskoj, okupljanje i osposobljavanje studenata i svih zainteresiranih
za istraZivanie i stjecanje novih znanstvenih spoznaja o speleolodkim pojavama i kriu
opéenito, organiziranje i sudjelovanje u spelecloskim istraZivanjima, znanstvenim i
strugnim skupovima, predavanjima i ekskurzijama te skrtb o ofuvanju speleoloskih
pojava i podzemnih ekosustava od onetiééenja i unidtavanja. Razdoblje najvece ak-
tivnosti sekcije bilo je krajem 50-ih i potetkom 60-ih godina - kroz to je vrijeme istraZeno
oko 1080 speleclogkih objekata, najviie u obalnom podrudju iu Lici (Pepeonik, 1980. ).
Sekeija je obnovljena 1992, godine od kada su njezini Elanovi istraZivali speleolodke
objekte u Istri, u NP Risnjak, na Cresu i Loinju, na Velebitu, u Gorskom kotaru i Lici,
na Medvednici 1 Zumberku. Takoder, sudjelovali su na nekoliko znanstvenih i strucnih
skupova u Hrvatskoj i inozemstvu.

Geografsko drudtvo bilo je organizator 1. kongresa geografa Jugoslavije 1949,
godine, koji je bio posvecen geografskoj problematici novooslobodenih hrvatskih i
slovenskih krajeva - Rijeci 1 Istri te Slovenskom primorju. Dio Kongresa bio je posveden
i problemima geografske nastave na svim razinama te problemima i organizaciji
struénog rada, §to je do danas ostalo jednim od glavnih zadataka Druitva, 1950, godine
Drudtvo je izdalo zbornik Kongresa pod nazivom "Kongres geografa Jugoslavije 1"

Iste je godine tiskan novi svezak Geografskog glasnika, broj 11-12, éime je nas-
tavljena tradicija prijeratnog Hrvatskog geografskog glasnika, Prema rije¢ima glavnog
urednika, novi glasnik ... omoguduje objavijivanfe naucnih radova, daje uvid u suvremena
geografska zbivanja, a ¢lanovi neposredno upoznaju suvremeno stanje i smjernice nafe
struke." (Roglié, 1949.-50: 8). Do danas je ukupno izalo 58 brojeva Geografskog
glasnika s preko 300 Elanaka vodeéih hrvatskih, ali i svjetskih geografa. lako se tiska u
relativno maloj nakladi, Glasnik ima veliko znagenje za razvoj nade struke i njeno
predstavljanje u inozemstvu, buduci da se razmijenjuje za oko 150 inozemnih i domacdih
¢asopisa. Glavni urednici Geografskog glasnika od 1950. do danas bili su: akademik
Josip Rogli¢ (1950.-1962.), prof. dr Veljko Rogié (1963.-1977. 1 1980.-1984.), prof. dr.
Miladen Friganovié (1978.-1979.), prof. dr Dragutin Feletar (1985.-1989.) i prof. dr
Miroslav 3i¢ (od 1990.).

Osim Geografskog glasnika, Drustvo od 1955, godine izdaje i Casopis Geografski
horizont. U uvodniku prvog broja, 1955. godine, istaknuti su razlozi pokretanja
Gasopisa: "Geografsko znanje freba stalno Jiritii obnavijati. Solidna informacija je osnovina
potreba svakog geografa. Nemamao na viastitomn jeziku doveline informativaih prirudnika
... Pojedinac ne moze doci do svih najboljih i najpogodnijih izvora.” Stoga "... nad fasopis
treba da bude w prvom redu izvor solidne informacije...". Osim toga, vafan zadatak
Geografskog horizonta je ... suradnja, izmjena misli | konkretme demonstracije..." koje
¢e pridonijeti .. de se wnijece geografske metode razvija, i struke u Sioli i druftvy zauzme
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ono mjesto, koje jof pripada.” (Rogié, 1955: 1). Casopis je, dakle, pokrenut s namjerom
da se, osim geografiji kao znancsti, pri femu vodedu ulogu ima Geografski glasnik,
pridonoesi i njezinom razvoju kao struci, tako da je, od poletka svoga izlaZenja pa sve
do danas, Geografski horizont vodedi struéno-metodiéki Gasopis u Hrvatskoi, a nami-
jenjen je prvenstveno srednjoikolskom cbrazovanju. Do danas je tiskano 138 brojeva
tasopisa, a njegovi su glavni urednici bili prof. dr Veljko Rogié, prof. dr Pavao Kurtek,
doc. dr Mirko Brazda, prof, dr Zlatko Pepeonik i doc. dr Dane Pejnovié,

Osim spomenutih Easopisa, Druitve je do danas tiskalo 12 svezaka poscbnih
izdanja, uglavnom priredenih doktorskih disertacija iz geografije obranjenih na za-
grebackom Sveudiliftu. Druitvo takoder vodi stalnu brigu o nastavnim programima |
udzbenicima iz peoprafije u svim osnovnim § srednjim $kolama Hrvatske,

U skladu s porastom broja geografa i firenjem njihove aktivnosti u sve dijelove
Hrvatske, na Glavnoj skupétini Geografskog drudtva 17, 12, 1950. godine, donegena je
odluka da se promijeni ime druftva u Geografsko druitvo Hrvatske. 5 obzirom na
razgranatije djelovanje geografa u Hrvatskoj, osim sredifta Drudtva u Zagrebu, od
pocetka 30-ih godina osnivaju se njegovi ogranci u hrvatskim gradovima. Prvi ogranak
osnovan je 1951, godine u Splitu, a nakon toga osnivaju se ogranci u Varafdinu (1951.),
Rijeci (1952.), Osijeku (15956.), Karlovcu {1958.), Vinkovcima (1960.), Bjelovaru
{1961.), Sibeniku te Cakoveu, Ogranci takoder, osim struénih predavanja, organiziraju
terenske izlaske u prostoru svoje regije te, radi unapredivanja nastave geografije u
Skolama, organiziraju nastavne sekeije u svrhu pradenja nastavnog programa i pomodi
nastavnicima u njegovoj realizaciji (Podakal, 1980.).

Geografsko drudtvo Hrvatske je 1964, godine u Zagrebu organiziralo 7. kongres
geografa SFRJ. Na Kongresu je bila obradena problematika nedovolino razvijenih
podrufja Jugoslavije, problematika Primorja i proces urbanizacije, Povodom Kongresa,
iste godine tiskan je i "Zbornik". U sklopu Kongresa odriana je i prigodna izloZba
"Mastavna sredstva iz geografije { strufna aktiviost geografa SRH",

Osim kongresa, Geografsko drudtve Hrvatske organiziralo je i nekoliko struénih i
gnanstvenih simpozija, kao Sto su: "Simpozij o udibenicima i ostaloj geografsko
literaturi u nastavi svih stupnjeva ikola u SFRI" 1974, godine te "Jugoslavenski simpozij
o turistitkeoj i prometnoj geografiji® 1981, godine.

Geografsko drudtvo Hrvatske se 1982, godine reorganiziralo u Savez geografskih
drudtava Hrevatske, v sklopu kojeg je djelovalo 7 regionalnih drudtava: Koprivnica,
Osijek, Pula, Rijeka, Split, VaraZdin i Zagreb. Stvaranjem samostalne Republike
Hrvatske 1991, godine reorganiziran je Savez geografskih druftava Hrvatske i ponovo
osnovano jedinstveno Hrvatsko geoprafsko druétvo s ograncima w 7 hrvatskih gradova;
f!:tku\rcu, Rijeci, Rovinju, Slavonskom Brodu, Splitu, Varazdinu i Fadru. Godine 1992,
Hrvatsko geografsko druitvo postalo je punopravni élan Medunarodne geografske
unije (IGU).

U suradnji s Ministarstvom prosvijete i porta, HGD posljednjih nekoliko godina
organizira godiSnje susrete i natjecanja iz geografije ulenika osnovnih i srednjih Skola
Republike Hrvatske. U natjecanjima svake godine sudjeluju tisuée uéenika na razini
od Skolskog do drifavnog natjecanja.

Medunarodni znanstveni skup "Prometni sustav, ekonomsko-socijalni razvoj |
organizacija prostora”, odrzan 1992, godine, prvi je geografski skup kojeg je Hrvatsko
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geografsko drustvo organiziralo u samostalnoj Republici Hrvatskay. Skupu je posveden
Geopgrafski glasnik 55, iz 1993. godine, u kojem su tiskani referati sa skupa.

Vrhunac svoga djelovanja, Drustvo je doZivjelo 1995. godine kada je u Zagrehu i
u"Oluji" oslobodenim krajevima nale zemlje organiziralo I hrvatskigeografski kongres
pod motom "Geografija u funkciji razvoja Hrvatske". Jedan od osnovnih zakljutaka
Kongresa bio je da se hrvatski geografi moraju u najveto] moguéo] mjeri ukljuditi u
razvo] cijele driave, s posebnim teiiftem na gospodarstvenom i demografskom
ofivljavanju oslobodenih podruéja Hrvatske. Svi radovi predoceni na Kongresu, kao i
zakljutci Kongresa tiskani su u Zborniku radova L. hrvatskog geografskog kongresa,
1996. godine, u izdanju Hrvatskog geografskog drustva.

Predsjednici Drustva od 1947, godine do danas hili su Josip Roglié, Ivan Crkvendic,
Mladen Friganovié, Veljko Rogié, Miroslav Si¢, Dragutin Feletar, Milan Vresk, Mirko
Brazda, Zlatko Pepeonik, Darko Mihljevié i DraZen Njegac.

Danas u Hrvatskoj #ivi i djeluje oko 2500 geografa, od kojih je, naZalost, danas
samo oko 800 u¢lanjenih u Hrvatsko geografsko drustvo, a jos mnogo manjc aktivnih,
Iz navedene ¢injenice proizlazi i, uz ranije navedene, jedan od asnovnih buduéih
zadataka Drudtva; omasovljavanje &lanstva,

The Croatian Geographic Society
(1897 - 1947 - 1997)

THE 1897-1947 PERIOD

In 1897, some professors at the University of Zagreb, Dr. Alfons Heinz (biologist)
and Dr. Hinko Hranilovié (geographer) and several other proponents of geography,
prompted by the contemporary trend of founding professional associations in other
countries, established the Geographic Society in Zagreb-the oldest geographic asso-
giation in this part of Europe. The sociely was founded with the goal of ".. founeding o
central place through work on the geography of our homeland that will gather friends of
geography..." {Heinz, Hranilovié, 1900: 76). However, duc t0 limited financial means
and a small number of members, the Society could not maintain itself as a fully
independent professional association. Therefore, in 1899, in agreement with the Croa-
tian Seciety of Natural Sciences, it was decided that the members of the Geographic
Society would join the Croatian Society of Natural Sciences, al the same time making
up its oldest independent section, the Geographic Department. The basic task of
peographic work was "..te colect geographic data of our homeland and that of its
nelghboring countries; to publish this data in the media and make it available to scientists
and the wider public.”" (Hranilovi¢, 1900: 78). This data encompassed five units: 1, the
earth's crust; 2. waters; 3. atmospheric phenomena; 4, plant and animal life; 5. people
(Hranilovié, 1900.). From that time on the work of the Geographic Socicty proceeded
in Glasnik Hrvatskog naravnoslovnog drustva (Journal of the Croatian Society of Natural
Sciences), while among its principal associates, in addition to Hinko Hranilovié, were
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Dragutin Gorjanovié-Kramberger, Artur Gavazzi, Milan Senoa, Draputin Hire,
Stjepan Paviéi¢, Ferdo Koch, Dragutin Franié, Josip Poljak and others (Sié, 1980). In
1917 Dr. Milan Senoa published the first "Geographic Bibliography for Croatia and
Slavonia" in the aforementioned journal, in which he lists 649 different geographic
articles and books published in Europe that are thematically tied to Croatia and
Slavonia (Senca, 1917: 76-96),

After World War I, geographic activity as a part of the Croatian Society of Natural
Sciences ceased, and geographic activity was maintained among a narrow circle of
people. Although during this period the Society was not organized in the current SeTISE,
the activities of this small number of people gradually developéd into the publication
of a specialized geographic journal for Croatia. Its founder, publisher and editor was
Professor Artur Gavazzi. The first issue of Hrvatski geografski glasnil {Croatian Geo-
graphical Bulletin) came out in 1929, and in its leading article Gavazzi emphasized the
main purpose of the Croatian Geographical Bulletin: "Keeping in mind the recognized
principles of geography, our task ... will be to depict the physical environment and popda-
tion of the Croatian ‘whole' in strictly scientific articles and in ... the tie which exists as much
among them ax among their individual factors.” (Gavazzi, 1929: 1). In addition to works
from the field of geography, the Bulletin also published works from related seientific
fields: geology, ethnography, geophysics, ete. During the period from 1929 to 1939, ten
issucs of the Croatian Geographical Bulletin were published, containing over 70 works,
The first seven issues were edited by Gavazzi, while the last triple issue, 8-10, published
in 1939 to celebrate Gavazzi's 75th birthday, was edited by Dr. Otto Owpitz and Dr. Ivo
Rubi¢. In addition to publishing this journal, the Society fostered other professional
activities, such as the organization of excursions {i.e. trips to Klek mountain, ete.).

Nevertheless, the activities of the first fifty years were not continuous. The Society
passed through phases of more or less intensified activity, and even cessation of work
and renewed establishment. Thus in 1941, in connection with the renewed estab-
lishment of the Society, the Society's Bylaws were prepared, but because of World War
I such efforts were not realized.

THE 1947-19%7 PERIOD

After World War LI, the increased number of geographers necessitated stronger
professional organization. Thus a group of geographers and friends of geography
{historians, geologists, biologists, meteorologists, etc.) headed by Dr. Josip Roglié
gathered into a Initiation Committee that compiled the proposed by-laws for the
Geographic Society at the end of 1946, The Ministry of Internal Affairs of the then
People's Republic of Croatia approved these by-laws and gave its consent for the
establishment of the Society, so that the Geographic Society was once more established
in Zagreb, and it has been operating continuously since then. The founding assembly
of the "Geographic Society in Zagreb" was held on 21 April 1947, and upon its
establishment it had 57 members. The fundamental objective of the Society was "...to
receive young professionals and dedicate special attention to them ... to become a school
of work and further learning, and a focal point of true geographic knowledge...” while
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throuhg the study of Croatian regions "...the society will contribute to their successful
economic transformation and cultural advancement.” (Rogli¢, 1949-50: 7).

For this purpose the Society initiated an entire series of activities: lectures as a
part of an open forum under the title 'Geographic Monday', summer and winter
seminars for geography lecturers, educational excursions; and later the establishment
of specific selections as a part of the Society, e.g. educational, speleological, ete.

In 1947 the open forum called 'Geographic Monday' was launched, which, in
addition to strictly geographic themes, also dealt with current topics from related
scientific disciplines. It also covered educational and methodological issucs, Up to the
present over 800 professional, scientific and scholarly/popu lar lectures by domestic and
foreign lecturers have been held (Pepeonik, 1996).

The traditional summer seminars have been held since 1951. These are marked
by field work, and their fundamental objective is to familiarize participants with the
peographic problems of individual parts of Croatia through professional excursions in
the field. The first summer seminar was held in Biha¢ and the surrounding regions
(Drvar, Plitvice Lakes) in July 1951, and 100 lecturers participated in it (Vresk, 1980).
During the last several years the summer field seminars were not held due to the war,
but one of the primary future tasks of the Society is their reinstatement.

During the winter seminars, which have been held since 1955 (48 have been held
up to the present), current research and methedological issues are discussed with the
goal of improving knowledge and expanding the understanding of elementary and
sacondary school teachers in Croatia,

The professional excursions are also a significant form of activity of the Croatian
Geographic Society. In addition to excursions in Croatia, several excursions abroad
have also been arranged, e.g. in France in 1956, in Czechoslovakia in 1965, inthe Middle
East in 1966, in Spain and southern France in 1970, etc. (Novosel-Zic, 1980},

The Speleclogical Section hasbeen operating asa part of the Croatian Geographic
Society since it was founded in 1956. After a lull in activity, it was renewed in 1992, Its
principal tasks are the development of speleology in Croatia, the gathering and training
of students and all those interested in rescarch and acquiring new scientific knowledge
on speleclogical phenomena and karst phenomena in general. The section also organ-
izes and participates in speleological research, engages in research and holds profes-
sional seminars, lectures and excursions and works on the conservation of speleological
phenomena and subterranean ccosystems from pollution and destruction. The period
of this section's greatest activity was from the late 1950s to early 1960s: it was during
this time that approximately 1,080 speleological objects were cxplored, mostly in the
coastal regions and in Lika (Pepeonik, 1980). The section was renewed in 1992, and
since then its members have explored speleological objects in Istria and Riznjak
National Park and on the islands of Cres and Lo3inj, on Velebit mountain, in Gorski
Kotar and Lika, and on the Medvednica and Zumberak mountains. They have also
participated in several research and professional seminars in Croatia and abroad.

The Geographic Society was the organizer of the First Congress of Yugoslav
Geographers in 1949, which was dedicated to the geographic problems of the newly-
liberated Croatian and Slovenian regions: Rijeka, Istria and the Slovenian Littoral, A
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part of the Congress was also dedicated to the problems of geographic education at all
levels and the problems and organization of professional work, which has remained
one of the principal objectives of the Society to this day. In 1950 the Society published
the proceedings of the Congress under the title Kongres geografa Jugostavije I (Congress
of Yugoslav Geographers I').

In the same year a new volume of Geografski glasnik {Geographical Bulletin),
number 11-12, was published, by which the tradition of the prewar Croatian Geographi-
el Bulletin was continued. In the words of its editor-in-chief, the new bulletin ... makes
possible the publication of research works, provides information on contemporary geo-
graphic events and directly informs members of the contemporary staius and guidelines of
our profession.” (Rogli¢, 1949-50: 8). Up to the present a total of 58 issues of the bulletin
have been published with over 300 articles submitted by le ading Croatian and world
geographers. Although it s printed in a relatively small print run, the bulletin has great
significance for the development of the geographical profession and its presentation
abroad, sinee it is exchanged for approximately 150 foreign and domestic journ als. The
editors of Geografski glasnik from 1950 to present were: academician Josip Roglié
(1950-1962), Prof. Veljko Rogi¢ (1963-1977; 1980-1984), Prof. Mladen Friganovic
{1978-1979), Prof. Dragutin Feletar (1985-1989) and Prof. Miroslav Si¢ {since 1990},

In addition to this bulletin, since 1950 the Society has published another periodical
called Geografski horizont (Geographic Horizon). The introductory article in the first
issue, in 1955, emphasized the reasons for the launching of this journal: "Geographic
krowledge must constantly be expanded and renewed. Solid information is the basic need
of every geographer. We do not have enough informative manuals in our language... The
individual cannot get to all of the best and most suitable sources.” Therelore .. our Fournal
shouild above all be a source of solid information..." In addition, an impottant task of
Geografski horizont is "... cooperation, the exchange of ideas and concrete demonsira-
tions..." that will contribute "... fa the development of geographic methodical skills and the
elevation of the profession to its appropriate place in education and socieny.” (Rogit, 19535:
13, Thus, in addition to contributing to geography as a science (in which the leading
role is played by Geografski glasnik), the journal was launched to contribute to its
development as a profession, so that since its establishment to the present, Geografski
horizont has been the leading professional/methodological journal in Croatia, primarily
aimed at secondary school education, Up to the present, 138 issues of the journal have
been published, while its editors were: Prof. Veljko Rogit, Pavao Kurtek, Dr. Mirko
Brazda, Prof. Zlatko Pepeonik and Dr. Dane Pejnovic.

In addition to the aforementioned, the Saciety has also published 12 volumes of
special editions, primarily specially-prepared doctoral dissertations on geography sub-
mitted at the Zagreb's University. A constant concern of the Society is the geography
lecture programs and textbooks in all elementary and secondary schools in Croatia.

In accordance with the growth of the number of geographers and the expansion
of their activities in all parts of Croatia, a decision was passed at the General Assembly
of the Geographic Society held on 17 December 1950 to change the name of the society
into the Geographie Society of Croatia. With regard to the diversified activitics of
geographers in Croatia, in addition to the headquarters of the Society in Zagreb, since
the beginning of the 1950s branches in other Croatian cities have begun to be estab-
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lished. The first branch was established in Split in 1951, and after this branches were
founded in VaraZdin (1951), Rijeka (1952), Osijck (1956), Karlovac (1958), Vinkovel
(1960), Bjelovar (1961), Sibenik and Cakovec. The branches also, in addition to
professional lectures, organize field trips in their own regions and, in order to advance
geography lecturing in schools, organize lecture sections with the purpose of monitor-
ing lecture programs and assisting teachers in their implementation (Poakal, 195().

The Geographic Society of Croatia organized the 7th Congress of Geographers
of the SFRY (Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia) in Zagreb in 1964, The
Congress dealt with the problems of the underdeveloped regions of Yugoslavia, the
problems of coastal regions and the process of urbanization. Prompted by the Congress,
in the same year its Proceedings were published. As a part of the Congress an exhibition
was held under the title "Lecture Tools in Geography and the Professional Activities
of Geographers of the Socialist Republic of Croatia."

The Geographic Society of Croatia also organized several professional and scien-
tific symposiums, such as: "Symposium on Textbooks, and other Geographic Literature
at All Levels of Education in the SFRY" in 1974, and the "Yugoslav Symposium on
Tourism and Transport Geography” in 1981.

The Geographic Society of Croatia was reorganized in 1982 as the Federation of
Geographic Societies in Croatia, under which seven regional societies operated: Ko-
privnica, Osijek, Pula, Rijeka, Split, Varazdin and Zagreb. The creation of the inde-
pendent Republic of Croatia in 1991 also led to the reorganization of the Federation
of Geographic Societies of Croatia, so that a unified Croatian Geographic Society was
once more established with branches in seven Croatian cities: Cakovec, Rijeka, Rovinj,
Slavonski Brod, Split, VaraZdin and Zadar. In 1992 the Croatian Geographic Society
became a full member of the International Geographic Union (IGU).

In cooperation with the Ministry of Education and Sports, the Croatian Geo-
graphic Society has organized annual meetings and competitions in geography for
elementary and secondary school pupils in the Republic of Croatia in the past several
years. Thousands of pupils participate in competitions each year from the school to the
state levels,

The international seminar under the title "The Traffic System, Socio-Economic
Development and Spatial Organization" held in 1992 was the first geographic seminar
organized by the Croatian Geographic Society in the independent Republic of Croatia.
Geografski glasnik no, 55, from 1993, is dedicated to this seminar, and papers from the
seminar were published in this issue.

The Society experienced the culmination cf its activities in 1995. when it organized
the First Geographic Congress in Zagreb, and in the regions libcrated by the Croatian
Army's 'Operation Storm’, under the title "Geography as a Function of Croatia's
Development". One of the basic conclusions of the Congress was that Croatian geog-
raphers had to become involved in the development of the entire country to the greatest

sible extent, with particular emphasis on the economic and demographic revival of
the liberated regions of Croatia. All works made public at the Congress, as well as its
conclusions, were published in the Proceedings of the Croatian Geographic Congress
in 1996 by the Croatian Geographic Society.
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The presidents of the Socicty from 1947 to the present have been Josip Roglié,
Ivan Crkvenéic, Mladen Friganovié, Veljko Rogi¢, Miroslav 5i¢, Drraputin Feletar,
Milan Vresk, Mirko Brazda, Zlatko Pepeonik, Darko Mihljevié and DraZen Njegat.

Today approximately 2,500 geographers live and work in Croatia, of which,
unfortunately, only 800 are members of the Croatian Geographic Society, while an even
smaller number are active members. From these facts it follows that in addition to the
aforementioned objectives, another basic objective of the Society must be the enlarpe-
ment of its membership.
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