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Editorial

In this issue of Media Research we bring mostly papers that investigate the proc​esses of the implementation of information technology in social practice, question digital media culture, investigate on line media and the value of new on line jour​nalism.

Aleksandra Uzelac in her article “The place of cultural portal in the context of converging digital culture” analyzes the results of the international research on cultural portals with the goal of enabling the insight in the international trend which in the cultural sector follow the 

Vanesa Benković and Ivan Balabanić in the paper “Content Analysis of The Most Visited Croatian Internet Portals” investigate the three most visited Croatian Inter​net portals – Net.hr, Index.hr and Tportal.hr – in the period from June 18th to July 1st 2009. with the goal of establishing the content characteristics and the way in which journalists and editors treat those contents. Research has proven the hy​pothesis that the portals are not very different from each other, that they make too little use of the multi medial expression, and that they prefer “light” contents such as entertainment and black chronicle on account of “serious” topics and contents from economy, civil society and culture, satisfying the interests of the public of the traditional tabloid media. 

Marijana Grbeša in the paper “Privatisation of politics in Croatia: analysis of the 2003 and 2007 parliamentary elections” using content analysis, examines the reach and the type of privatization of politics as it was advanced both by the par​ties and the media in 2003 and 2007 parliamentary elections in Croatia. Privatiza​tion was tackled on two levels: as an electoral strategy that may win votes for the party and as a media phenomenon. The findings of the research on both levels have indicated that privatization is hardly a distinctive feature of Croatian political communication. 

Katarina Peović Vuković in the article “What is new about this media? Digital-distributive practices in Croatia” detects the transformation of centralistic, tradi​tional media into decentralized, distributive media practices. As an example she takes the incident from 2004 known as Severina’s amateur porn video which cir​cled the Internet. The author deals with this problem to point out the insufficient use of the potentials of new media and the lack of flexibility for their political us​age in the purpose of the democratization of society.

Damir Boras and Irena Petrijevčanin Vuksanović in the article “Croatia on its Way Towards European Information Society: Adjustment Steps” analyze the docu​ments of the state authorities of the Republic of Croatia with which the use of in​formation technology is regulated, with a special emphasis on the incorporation of information technology in the Croatian education system based on the European model of the information society. 

Joško Sindik and Zvjezdana Veselinović deal with the issue of the role of media in the education of children. In the article “How educators perceive influence of the media on preschool children” they bring the results of a research which they con​ducted in four kindergartens in Zagreb and Zagreb County. Using survey, 86 edu​cators were questioned with the purpose of establishing their views on the desir​ability of exposing children to specific types of media and the way they use media in work. It was observed that they find the media to be useful in work with chil​dren and in education, but that they pay attention to the way media is used. 

We thank all collaborators and everyone who contributed to the actualization of this issue. In the year 2011 Media Research will be published as a thematic double issue “International Journalistic Ideology in the Context of National Traditions of Journalism”. Guest editors will be Melita Poler Kovačič and Karmen Erjavec. Due to the comprehensiveness and complexity of the editing, the issue will be pub​lished up to October 1st. Call for paper is in this issue, keep sending us your theo​retical as well as empirical research, critics and comments. Thank you in advance. 
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