
On the 40th Anniversary
of the Institute of Folklore Research

Introduction

The Institute of Folklor~ Research was founded at the beginning of 1948 as an in-
dependent scientific-research institution under the name of "The Institute for Folk
Art". In the past 10 years it has been active within U1C Institute of Philology and
Folklore Study, as one of its three departments. There arc 25 members employed on
a regular basis at the Institute of Folklore Research welay.We arc divided into six
deparuncn!s: Departments for oral and popular literature, Departments for folk mu-
sic, dance and folk theatre and Department for custom research. The scientists at the
Institute of folklore research arc phllologists, musicologists or ethnologists depend-
ing on folk phenomena they are engaged in. In that way is carried out the interdisci-
plinary approach to folklore and other phenomena of folk culture and arLo The In-
stitute has always paid allclllion hmh to the scientific work and the popularization
and application of scientific results, like for example, a co-operation with educa-
tional and culLural institutions, especially in the field of cultural amateurism and
presentation of folklore on the stage and in the mass media. The engagement of the
Institute's members in the edueation of young experts, and participating in
undergraduate and postgraduate education of etlmology and ethnomusieology is
worth mentioning. Many of them have been mentors and have worked with foreign
students and experts until VIsiting the Institute. Besides tlle scientific departments,
there are also the archive of documents and the library at the Institute. Our library is
a spceialized one containing 22000 volumes. The archives contains a manuscript
records of folk materials: 1270 volumcs of poetry, prosc texts, music and dancc and
tape collection containing 2160 tapes and cassettes, a photograph collection willl
27000 photographs and slides, a film collection wilh 50 documentary films, a video
collection with 116videocassettes, specialized files and micro fishes.

There has been an attempt to computerize our Archives and library, to compile
data-file and data-bank thanks to wil!ingness of our members to aecepl this new
technology and cleverness to acquire the equipmelll under such circumstances. Thc
archives and the library arc generally available. There is an exchange with 286 ad-
dresses in the country and abroad and other ways of acquiring publieations which
constantly increase the library holdings. We also possess a considerable foreign lit-
erature which cnables an insight and participation in world trends in our profcssion.

Getting of infomlation and cooperation in this country and abroad IS carried out
through intensive contacts and joint projects; through participating in the work of
federal and international professional and scientific associations and commissions;
and through the exchange of experts.

In the course of tllis year wc have been trying to actively mark the mUliversary
by inlensifying our regular activities and also by some manifestalions for this occa-
sion. First of all we have tried to present our activity to the public this year, espe-
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eially to experts, through publishing, and organizing and participating in scientific
meetings. As related to the publishing activity, this year we are celebrating ajubiIec:
the publication of the 25tll issue of "Narodna umjetnost" - our year-book.

I3esides the regular 25th issue of the year-book, we have also published the
special issue of "Narodna umjetnosl" in English, intended for the presentation of
our activity of the Institute in the paSt 40 years, on all of the editions of the TnSlll111e,
and also books by the members of the Institute issued by ot}lerpublishers. Another
publication "Conuibutions to the study of contemporary folklore in Croatia" in En-
glish also, intended for the international publication, gives an insight into the orien-
tation and results of research in the last deeade. The book was published on the oe-
easion of the 2nd International Congress of Anthropological and Ellmo]ogical Sci-
ences, held in Zagreb in July 1988. For that occasion we organized a symposium
"Folklore and the historical process", auended by 57 participants from 16countries,
among whom were 9 members of the Institute. They were co-organizers and read
papers in other symposia of tlle same Congress. We are glad that in this year's pub-
lishing of the Institute appeared a book "Folk art of Isuia" by our ex-associate Josip
Mi!icevic, and also an international collection on the relation between ballades and
other genres ("Balla des and olher Genres /Balladen und anderc Gattungcn"). The
Institute was also the co-publisher of a eolleClion of papers and the co-organizer of a
scientific mecting on Jakov Volcic. [t was the co-publisher of my book Znamenje
smrli (Symbols of dCilt!J).Other publishcrs have issued four lx)(}ksby the members
of thc Institute. These arc: EillOJOgIj3nale svakodncvice (Efhnologyof our everyday
life) by Dunja Rihtman-Augustin, Hrvaiske pucke pjcsmariee 19. sto/jcL'a
(Col!ecf.iotl of the C 19th .Cmali[JIJpop!1l~r SO:1gS)by.Divna Zecevic, c:. k~'1/ia od
Nomw (The K1!lg of Nonn) by l"vlap Boskovlc-Stulll and Narodn3 llOSIl;aZum-
berka (Natiollal coslumc ofZllmbcTiJk) byAlcksandra Muraj.

Today's personnel of the Institute in very young owing to the openess and
readiness of the Institute and the profession. We arc happy tlut those who have
created such policy are with us tod3Y,our predecessors who still actively cooperate
with us evcnthough most of them h3ve retired. With sadness and respect we re-
member those who arc not 3n10ng us anymore - the founders and pioneers of our
profession in the Institute itself, as wcll as those who as associates have built
something in the foundations of our budding.

We would like to mention with gratitude our numerous associates in the field-
narrators, singers and dancers - representatives and creators of culture that we try to
record, understand and valorize. \Ve are grateful for the support of the society which
enables our aClivity through its institulions and provides finantial base for our
activity and which have valorized that activity by paying LIibuteto our members.

Zorica Rajkovic, Director

Research into folk music and dance

On the arrival of VinkoZganee atlhe ZagrebEthnographyMuseumin \945, his
Department for Musicologyrestored its activity in collectingfolk music. It was a combi-
nationof similar activities carriedout before, by the museum.h1 1948the Departmentfor
Musicology was separated from the EumographicMuseumand thus became the core of
the newly founded Institute for FolkA.rt.

Vinko Lganec, as Its first director established and then in the course of tlle
Fifties and Sixties successfully dcveloped system.atie research into folk musIc in
variOllS rcgions of Croatia. In order LOstandardize the collecting of folk music
matenal, Vinko Zganec published the instructions for recording and systematiz.ing
tunes. All the associates also observed these instructions. Among them arc the
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names of famous Croatian composers and collectors of folk music such as Antun
Dobronic, Ivan MaLetic-Ronjgov, Nikola Hercigonja, Josip Andric, Nedjeliko
Karabaic and Zvonko Lovrcncevic, Vladimir Stahuljak, Zlatko Spoljar, Franjo Zi-
Jovec and others.

From the beginning of his research work L:ganec also paid allention to dances.
Apart from recording them 111 tJle field, and in ordcr to do that he made up his own
dance alphabet based on signs of musical notation, he also engaged a few associ-
ates. In 1948, for example, !.heassoCIatewas a well-known teacher of dancing and
choreographer Ana Maletic and later it was leIja Tas, employed at the Institute as
dance researcher in the course of 1953 a 1954.

Besides his work at the Institute, Zganec continued his fonncrly established
cooperation with the Yugoslav Academy of AflSand Sciences (which published his
collections), or rather with its Committee for Folk Life and Customs within the
framework of which he organiwd the collecting of folk music. From 1948, for 18
years he was lecturing folk music on a parl-time basis at the Acadcmy of Music in
Zagreb. In the first 6 years he was working alone with t}lChelp of associates. Not
earlier than in 1954, Stjepan Stepanov came to thc Institute and in !.hefollowing year
cameIvan Ivancan.

The primary task in the Fifties and the Sixties consisted of collecting and
recording of rich folk music and dance material. Stjepan Stepanov, for example,
travelled all around Croatia Jll that period and he recorded ahout4000songs in more
than 300 places. Together with the numerous rccordings by Vinko Lganec and 0111er
collectors of folk music, the holdings of the Institute's manuscript collections was
augmented to more than 20000 recordings of songs till lhe end of the Sixties.
Indecd, it is rich and inestimably valuable material, of which only a part was
published, and which is referred to even today when dealing with the issues of folk
music heritage.

The collected material brought about many questions and dilemmas about tonal
basis of folk tunes and their aecuslic and metrorYlhmic structure.

The problem of determining lhc period from which folk music tradition dates
aroused curiosity, the recording activity in t}lepast was examined, and concerning
these matters, S. Stepanov even disputed the attitudes of a prominent European mu-
sicologist of that trace, Walter Wiora. Ivan lvancan's systematic regional research
into folk dance tradition in Croatia, and also resulted in abundant material recorded
in detail, in Labanov's dimce alphabet, and analysed lOge!.herwith variants in nu-
merous colJections.lvancan's regional research enabled a cultural-geographic diVI-
sion of folk dances in Yugoslavia into dance zones. Besides, greater attention was
paid to the social role of dance, as well as to behaviour related to dance events.
Since Ivan Ivancan's results were published in articles and III 14 book titles, they are
generally available and known. In thc SIxties lhere was a succession of generations
- Vinko L:ganec and Stjepan Stepanov retired. The circle of former associates be-
came narrower. There were vcry few new associates. In 1964, under such CIrcum-
stances came lerko BezieS,today's head of our department. He was alone till 1968
when Dunja Rihtrnan-$otric from Sarajevo joined him. However, shc went back to
Sarajevo in 1972. In 1973 Kresimir Galin was employed as assistant. Ivan Ivancan
was all that time employed at the Department for folk dance, and in the period from
1966 to 1968 togethcr with Zorica Rajkovlc. When he became director of the folk-
lore ensemble "Lado" lfl 1974, Stjepan Sremac was employed. He continued re-
gional field research, but took over the post as director of "Lado" and left the Insti-
tute in 1988. Just likeL:ganee, Ierko Befit has been tcaching ethnomusicology at !.he
Academy of Music besides scienllric rescarch work. Since 1966 he has educated
several generations or ethnomusicologislS. All currently employed mc:mbers of the
Department for folk music were his students. I have already mentioned Kresimir
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Galin, after him r joined the Dep:lrtmenl in 1979. In 1985 Rut.a BonifaCic and in
1988 Svanibor PeUan became members or the Department. Collecting and research
into folk music and dance as wcll as classifying material and its publishing has been
continued since ule second pan of u1e SIXties. Research is often carried out within
research team projects of the Institute ie. of the regional rescarch work of Croatia,
which resulted in monographs on Sinj Border-land in l.hc Sixties; on Gubec region
and on !.he island of Brae in !.he Seventies, on the island of Zlarin in ule Eighties.
InterdIsciplinary cooperation wllh folklorists and eUlI1ologists at the Insritute has
brought about some useful impetus to ethnomusicologists in theoretical approach to
their own profession. In the Scventies, there was an essenti:ll change in the ap-
proach to rescarch related to the understanding of tradition as a process, which on
the one hand roots it in ule past and on lhe oUler submits it to constant changes.
Such an ani tude manifested itself in the results of research, Allention was paid to
older and more reccnt traditional forms, the papers dealt wiull1laterials which con-
fiml the complexity and variety of folk music and dance. Interest was dIrected to the
issues of contlJluity and changcs HI tradition, processes of assimilation,
acculturation and transformation of nlllsic and dance phenomena which are the
result or the permeation of various cultural inOucnces and the interaction or
traditional and contemporary culture. Jcrko Bezic stated on many occasions that the
subject of etlmomuslcology started being detcrmincd by adopting and applying a
uleory of communication to folklore study, first of all in the rclation to ule specific
way of life of mu:;ic phcnomena, charactcrizcd by frce, spontaneous performing.
The objects of ethnomusicologicalmterest and research have gradually become all
music phcnomena which live or livcd until recently through direct contact. through
immediate COllllllunicmiOl1 of relatively small groups of perrormers and llsteners.
Methods of participating ;1llc! recording spontaneous, authcntic performances have
been applied more and more frequently by extemling the object of research and
dirccting it to communicative characteristics of music and dance. Rccording is
carried out with the help of tape rccordel-s, cameras and videocameras which have,
in the last 15 years, been or Imlllense help espeCIally to research into dancing
movement and technique of playing folk instruments. In the Scventies, on the
arnval of Kreslflllf Galin, there was an intcnsification of field research into folk
instrumcnts, aerophones and Idiophones were especially studied. Recently ulerc has
been a progress in a study of archeological sources of musical instruments. Besides
folk music rcpertoire of certain Croatian regions, music and dance traditions of
Croats who live abroad (esp. Burgenland Croats) were studied in l11at period.
Certain questions and aspects of folk mllsic and dance were examined, i,e. \anal
relations, rhythm and form; the activity of classification was continued, some
terminological problems wcre claboratcd, problems that accompany various
performances of folk music and dance outside thcir authentic context - on the stage,
in ulc.medl·a of Olass communication. ..

J:<.ven!.lOughthe cooperallon wnn other etlmomuslcologlsts from CroatIa and
other republics had cxisted earlier, it has been intensified in !.he last 20 years (mostly
through p:mici pation in thc congresses of the AssOCl,uion of Yugoslav Folklorists).
Apart from mdividual contacts with foreign COUlJlnes, the cooperation is carried out
with certain institullons (especially from Austria). The Institute's rnernbcrs actively
parllClpate in the activity of the Intcrnational Council for Traditional Music and its
departmcnts. Thc departmcl1t for folk music itscl r organIzed several scicnLific meet-
ings - in 1979 there was a meeting of the ICTM Study Group on Historical Sources
of Folk Music; in 1983 a mceting of Yugoslav ethnomusicologists (the pub!Jshing
of bullctin concerning this activity in YugoslaVIa was Initiated on that occasion).
Thcre was a meeting dedicated to the work of FranJo Ksaver Kuhac in cooperation
with the Yugoslav Academy of Ans and Sciences in 1984. The Dcpartment also
organized an international mecting of the clhnomusicologists "Traditional Music of
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Ethnic Groups - Minorities" (1985),The members of thc Dcpartment for Music and
Dance are active not only in the scientific field bLIl also in thc preparation of folklore
festivals.

Even more significant is the work of the members of these Department in thc
ficld ofpcdagogy.

Apart from Jerko BeziC's engagement as lecturer at the Academy of Music;
Ivancan, Bezic, Srcmac and Galin make a lot of effort as lecturers at the summer
school of folklore organized by thc Cultural and educational Council of Croa-
tia.There is an active cooperation wIth radio and tdevision stations, where our
members are engaged as the authors ofprogramrnes of expert advisers.

The Institute and particubrly its departmcnts for folk music and dance continue
the reseMch aClivlly 111the direction determined hy Vinko L:gunecand programmes
featured by Jerko Bezie. We hope that the new gencration of ethnomusicologisls
who arc realizing the Institute's progru!l1mes, will not betray their meritorious pre-
decessors and mentors.

Gmzd:ma Maroscvic

Oral and popular literature and folk theatre

In the last century. the cenLury of romanticism, the interest in oral literature was
great and remarkable. Gradually, there was very lillIe interest in it (it was reduced to
a narrow circle of expcrLs),so that romantic enthusiasm and exaggerated exaltation
led to neglect. So, in Uleperiod between the wars there was no systematic research
into oralliteraturc. The founding of ule Institute and the meu10ds used by its experts
was an attempt to feachequilibrium between enthusiastic romantic interests and towl
neglect of oral literature. The current Institute's auitude is far from the national ro-
manticism and historical idealization, withOlltex.aggcrated exaltation, with as an ob-
jective approach as possible, seienlific, witllOurclamorous announcement, but also
without lamentations of"negleClcd folklore material". The resultofthe study of oral
and popular literaturc and folk theatre are 36 books, over 200 collections in
manuscript, hundreds of papers, treatiscs, articles, reVllCS,critiques in domestic and
foreign periodicals. These are the papers we had in mind while preparing this short
survey. They all imply an objectIve and modem approach to folklore - from the col-
lecting of materials to theoretical justification. At the beginning of the Institute's ex-
istence a great need was felt for an expert on prose and poetry. So, Olinko Delorko,
slavist and poet came to UleInstitute. Another slavist, Maja Boskovic-Stulli came in
1952. Thus was formcd the core of the deparunel1t for oral literature. Olinko De-
lorko examines lyric poetry, ballades and romances, and points out the cx.traordinary
value of variants which reflect the creativity and aesthetic value of orallitcrature. His
collections of oral literature were compiled on the basis of !.hematerial that he
himscI f collccted in thc ficId. (Let us recall alllong others "Ljuba Ivanova".) Besides
TILlmerouspapcrs, treatiscs and reviews he compiled 39 collections III manuscnpt
and published 10 books. Today, they rcprcscnt the most. successful anthologies in
which can be recognized ex.crnplary and correct rccordings of a narratcd text, but
also the magic of verses and a beauty of a fragmcnt. Dclorko, a follower of Croce, a
person of great erudition, sophisticated literary taste and the sensibility of a modcrn
poet, pointed out the LOp-flightscope and most successful poems in Croatian oral
poetry, which, as events turned out, were neither spread nor known. Delorko's
collections meant a grcat breakthrough m folklore sludy,especlUlly In litcrary circles
(the Cirsttwo collections "Croatian folk ballads and romanccs, 1951 and "Golden
Apple", 1956 in particular) - they are accepted on UICsame level as thc bclleu-istic
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(written) literature. Maja Boskovic-Stulli also proeecds from the field work and is
engaged in oral prose. Although they are not stimulated in the same way hers and
Delorko's attitudes towards folklore are very close and related. She focused on
authentic, truly recorded texts (whicheould be more satisfactorily carned out by the
later use of tapc recorders). She also concentrated her research on variants: variants
as literary creation constantly changing, and variants as the basis of comparative
scientific rescarch. Besides numerous papers, treatises, articles, revues and critiques
in domestic and foreign periodicals and publications, she compiled 36 collections in
manuscript and published 15 books. Some of the books are the result of !.hefield
work, we should espeei:llly note: a Gcrman edition of Kroatische Volksmarchen - a
collection of tales \vhich appcarcd in a famous scries of tales of all nations in the
world (1975). Part of it was cvcn transbtcd into Japancsc! Maja BoskoviC-SLulli
has not limited hcrself to the collecting and publishing of texts. She is engaged in
rcsearch into oral literature from its historical 1Oits theoretical problems. She has
placed a study of oral literature into the European and World context; she has
modernized the approach to oral litcraturc; she has eXIXlsedto criticism many
inconsistent tll~oretjcal approaches; she has created a remarkable tl1Coretical
framework of studying oral literature today. The results of her work are obvious in
all her tr~atises, especially in books: "Oral literalllre" (1971), "Oral literature"
(1978), "Oral literature as t.heart of words" (for which she was awarded the prize
"Bozidar Ad2ija") 1976, "Oral literature in lhc past and today" (1984), "Oral litcra-
ture on the horizon of literature" (1985).

In lime, the interests in the Institule wcre expanded and were supplemelltcd by
new research onentalions: There was an interest in the context, in live performances
in which a verbal lcxt is realizcd in its entIrety. Such gradual expanding required the
founding of new departments. The dcvelopmcnt of the department for customs was
only the logical consequcnce. In our field - field of oral literaturc, apart from
ethnologists in tllis department, remarkable was the work of Nikola BomfaClc
Rozin. He was a pioneer in the field of folk drama, also engagcd in simple/small
literary forms: provcrbs, fiddles, etc.

His papers and anicles, two books, field collections - even 80 of them are, more
than others from lhat time, full of (btu deallllg with the context, a direct performance
and the performing of folklore creations. They poim out pcrforming elements of
folklore almost unnoticed until then. These data are a prccious basis for the
continuation of lhe department for folk thcatre, where Ivan Lozica works today.
Whde studY'ing tlle complexity of oral literature m the relation written-oral, Maja
Boskovic-Stulli pointed out the literary phenomena - popular hterature which on a
large scale bccame (!lot only in this country) impofla.nt to sClentific research not
earlier than in this century. Consequently, the deparlmem for popular lilerature was
foundcd in 1970. Divna Zecevic dirccted her work to the field of litcrature intended
for the masses and created by thcm - the jitcrary phenomena encompasscd by the
concept of popular literature. Hcr papcrs afe based on tllCstudy of different periods
from which date some popular literary crcations and which oftcn have a culLural-
historical impact. They preceded the book "Popular litcrary phcnomenon" which
appcarcd in 1978.

Divna ZeceviC's papers range from studying light-educational texts published in
Croatian calenders to a rccently published books on Croatian collections of popular
songs and they include numerous papers and treatises; 10 collections in manuscript
particular! y from the field of oral Iiteraturc, another field of activity of Divna Zecevic
and 6 books. Whcn S()1neof the older colleagues retired and the need was felt to
expand the scope of work and to systcnl<:l!J/.eand catalogue materials. This need led
to a change and expanded the departments. Young membcrs and scientists came to
the Institute including Nives Ritig-Bcljak engaged m narrative pocms, Ljiljana
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Ljiljana Marks in oral prosc, Ivan Lozica who InilCrltll1g the work of Nikola
Bonifaclc RO;l,1I11l1the department for folk theatre deals panly with oralliteralUre,
especially with theoretical problems, then Tanja Peric-Polonijo engaged in oral lyric
poetry, Mima VeiCic deals with oral prosc, particularly with a theory of narrative
genres, and a postgraduate Vilko Endstrasser who is engaged in small literary
forms: proverbs and riddles. The results of the field and scientific research of all the
members are stored in the archives of lhe Institute, on records and tapes,
photographs and video caSSClles and collections in manuscript. They arc published
in "Narodna umJetnost" in ItS specJal editions but also in numerous publications. We
should mcntion some remarkable books and publications' that cannot be avoided
today. Apart from already mentioncd Dclorko's anthologies and collections o[ tales
by Maja Boskovic-Stulli, there are some lXJoks related to Istria, the first team field-
work: "Istrian folk stories" (Stulli, 1959) and "Istrian folk poems" (Delorko, 1960).

Then, there are folk lyric and epic poems, folk tales, folk plays, proverbs and
riddles - five books In the edition "Five centuries of Croatian literature" edited by O.
Delorko, M. Boskovic-Stull! and N. BonifaCic Rozlrl. There arc also lhe already
mentioned "4 monographs or certain regions" consisting of papers in the field of
oral prose and poetry. "Oral and popular literature" as well as the first\xlok in the
edition "A history of Croatian literature" 1975 which contains a paper on oral liter-
ature by Maja Boskovic-StLllli and on popular litcrature by Divna Zecevit (as al-
ready mentioncd). In the first part of the book the most significant is cenainly !.he
Lheorellcal introduction, whereas the sccond part presents a survc}' of !.he impact of
written on oral literature and their interweaving.

In this way has appcared another remarkable book which will also be a contri-
bution to Croatian lx:l1etristic literature. On the other hand until then unc1arified
popular literary phenomcnon was finally placed between traditional oral ll!erature
and the course of developmc1lt of Croati an belletristic llterat ure. Thc creation of oral
literaturc has alwo'lys expressed the necd for direct communication amongpeoplc. A
few years ago, a special international thematic issue of "Narodna umjeulOst" was
dedicated to oral communication as a criterion for concerning folklore. It pointed out
the necd for studying the contcxt of folk performances.

It is the context which leads to a study of folklore in the historical process, !.he
topic of this year's sympOSium (papcrs will be published in the followmg two spe-
Cial issues of "Narodna umjetnost". Wrillcn forms, anthologies of oro'll poetry or
prose, school readings and manuals help tlle maintal1ling of folklore. It appears in
mass media, It is told and rc[old - it "lives" among people. In the past 10 years
younger mcmbcrs have been trying lO point out the methodological problems of
studying oral and wnllen literature; tlle problems of syncluony and diachrony; au-
thenticity; aesthetic valuc; genre theory; relation between favoured and neglected
genres In oral tradition; non-vcrbal aspects of orailltefo'lry performances; syncretic
nature of oral literature and chil(L'en's folklore. New field methodology and contem-
pontfy computer processing of material that we have inherited and which is still
waiting to be processed. The interdisciplinary relation of folklore study and e!.h-
nology to other related discipllIles implies [hal thc folklore study, just like literary
science in the broadest sense, faces the problems of dealing with its own methods.
A contexLUal folklorc study in a concrete activity bnngs togetllcr cthnology and
folklore study. It scems tllatthis way of studYlllg the interweaving of tcxts, that is of
various segments of culture, is our way of dealing Witll it.

TillJjUPcric-PoJonijo
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40 years of the Institute of Fal klare Research: Ethnology

The impetus to the foundation of the Institute of Folk Put were tlle obvious changes
of rural way of life brought about by the imlllsu'ialization and contact with urban
culture. As stated 10 the first issue of "Narodna umjemost", "such a state imposed
an urgent need for systematic collecting, classifylllg and preserving of material still
available, in order to save and prescrve tlle values on tJleir way to disappearance".
Four decades have elapscd since that starting-point altitude. The ethnologists who
have participated in the Institute's activIty for more than two decades have con-
tributcd considerably to its changing. They pointed out social circumstances which
formed sllch motivation of folkJorc study and which rendered Illogical and justified
in the post-war period. But thcy wcre also aware of the altercd CIrcumstances which
lately rendered this motivation restricted They revealed limitations within the eth-
nological practice itself 10 YugoslavIa, by posing new questions and considering
new possibilities of answcl'ing them. In the context of Yugoslavia, the e!.hnologists'
activity at the Institute of Folklore Rcscarch is doubtlcss significant, not only by its
seope and diversity of problem arcas and rescarch approaches, but has greatly been
and still IS a pioneer oriented actiVIty. It ISoften a challenging criticism for the old
etlll1ology and for younger gencrations of ethnologists it is an encounter with the
new and a gladly acccptcd impetus.

At the begmnmgs or the cooperation Wltll folklorists at the Institute, !.heethnol-
ogists studed the spiritual aspects of u'aditional rural culture. It was carried out by
collccting valuable materials on customs and belicfs by means of fieldwork, mostly
as a par[ of Instilute-b3.sed monographic rescarch in Croatia as well as among
Croats 111 Austria, Hungary and Czcchoslovakia. They were at the same time also
"tlle researchers of the cultural context of folklore", or UlCway of ltfc in Its broadest
scnse.

Josip Miliccvic's papers from thc sixtics testify thc value of such approach. It
was also present in later monographs in which tllC enclosures of Zorica Rajkovic
and Alcksandra Muraj provided remarkable ethnological insight into the culture of
studicd areas. But, already at the beginning of the seventies the position of tradi-
tional culture in modem lire was recognized as that of great interest to ethnologists.
It was at the same time thc title of an arllClc by Dunja RihLman-Auguslin, pllhlished
in "Narodna umjetnost", 1971. It announced a series of later scientific preoccupa-
tions of the Department for Customs Research. Several questions concerning the
concepts of tradi [ion and nation, thc J Llstification of ethnological opposmg of rural
and urban areas and Ule first and second existence of folklore were discussed al-
ready at that time. It was then cmphasised that the research of transformations of
forms and contents of cultural phenomena, has the right way towards tllC under-
standing of thcir past and currcnt meanings. Up-to-date foreign ethnological litera-
ture was more and morc rcviewcd In tlle pcriodical "Narodna umjetnost".

An exchange of lIterature and cxperts, participation in intcrnational mectings - It
has all resulted in better ll1formmg of the cthnologists at the Institute about new the-
orics and methodologies which have been and stIll are applied and cntically verified.
On Ule 25th annivcrsary of the Institutc was started a long-term research witllin Ule
framework of the projcct "Transformations of folk traditions in contemporary cul-
ture". In this study were concepts for the first timc associated with the ethnologists'
acuvity In Croatia, such as: urbao culture, youth culture, mass cu Itme, mass-media ..
The first results of that rcsearch appeared in 1976 m tlle 13th issue of "Narodna
umjeulOst" which meant a turning-point and at the samc time the starting-point of
the orientation stIll chcnshed and developed at the Institutc. The original assumption
of the projcct llnplied that there was a dividing line between rural and urban tradi-
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tion. But it turned out that it was not an essential hypothesis because culture is a
process changcable in thc past, at present and in the future. The hard issue turned
out to be interaction of rural and various other traditions and between social-cultural
processes and folk creativity in the countryside, in town, in the family, among
friends. neighbours or fellow workers ... The ethnologists have, unlike their prede-
cessors, turned away from the representative eultural phenomena to everyday ones
bearing !.heirabundant evidence of each cultural moment. Let us remember the arti-
cles in "Narodna umjctnost" no. 13 on the assumptions for modern etlmological re-
search; on a relationship between the national costume and fashion; on memorial
signs for traffic accident victims, on secondary school graduation ceremony as a rile
de passage; and especially on the paper considering the possibilities of a marxist
approach in ethnology. In the following issue of "Narodna umjelnost" !.here ap-
peared an article by A1cksandra Muraj. It was an mdication, based on the example
of· a study of dwelling, how to trace all the changing processes going on in the
country-side. It mcluded demographic-social changes, changes of the houses' ap-
pearance, of its furniture and fillings, of U1Cvillagc itself, as well as of the altitudes
towards dwelling. Therc were two more etlmological papers which expressed new
ethnologists' preoccupations in our institution, published in "Narodna umjetnost"
tcn year ago. Zorica RCljkovitwrote about contemporary children's folklore studied
in Zagreb, whereas Dunja Rihtl11an-Augustin wrote about obituary notices in
newspapers. The change of auitude was presented lucidly and wdl-argurnentedly. It
was not the transition from folk traditions to contemporary culture as the subject of
study but thc intcrweaving of processes tllat in contemjxlraneity oceur in the field of
traditional folk creatiVIty.The studied processes were those of essential changing of
traditional folklore and of crcating contemporary one. Such an approach was the
starting point of furUler eUl1lologists' activity at the Institute, within the project
named "Interactions of folklore tradi tions and contemporary culture".

Parallely, Olga SlIpck wrote her dissertation on culture, history and economy of
Gorica Svctojanska, and successfully defended it in the USA. In her numerous pa-
pers she dealt with diverse problems (giving of presents, ritual haggling at fairs,
different aspects of carnival, etc.). She also applied and developed approaches of
symbolic anthropology. A few ycars later, !racing that ideas, Maja Povf[anovic
produced a paper on the meanings of carnival customs in Turcisce today. Olga Su-
pek, Zorica Rajkovic and Jasna Capo have studied, and still do, wedding customs,
marriage and family from different points of view. Dunja Rihtman-Augustin has
studied the communal families with a critical approach to old sources and discov-
ered in it the real order against the ideal one. Besides, the ethnologists have, together
wi!.hother colleagues from the Institute, reevaluated !.hetheories of customs. Milivoj
Vodopija took his MA degree in !.histopic. The members of the Institute published
a number of papers on the concept of custom. Among very significant papers are
also the ones on the concept of nation and on Gramsci's concept of two cultures.
The new approach to folklore rcsearch is most obvious in "Narodna umjclJ1ost"
nos. 23 and 25, of which all !.hepapers are dcdicatcd to carnival. It does not imply a
uniform approach and a single research interest, but the common denominator is
evident: what do certain cultural phenomena mean to their cOlllemporary represen-
tatives?

The Institute's editions published in 1988 indicate the interests of the youngest
ethnologists. Jasna Capo, the ethnologist who finished her MA- and PhD-studies in
demography in the USA, has been studying thc ethnologic-historical aspects of
Cernik in the 18th and 19th centuries. Maja Povrzanovic has wriucn about some
aspects of youth culture (buttons and imprinted T-shirts). She is preparing a dis-
sertalion on gathering of people in the centre of Zagreb, youth meeting-places and
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subcuiLureswill also be analysed. Il is the continuation of a study of youth (in urban
area) started by MiIivoj Vodopija.

Two decades have elapsed from the beginning of the ethnological activity at !.he
Institute of Folk Art, now the Institute of Folk Research, until !.hepublishing of the
books "Znamenje smrti" ("Omens of death") by Zorica Rajkovic and "Struktura
tradicijskog misljenja" ("Structure of traditional !.hinking") and "Etnologija nase
svakodnevice" ("Ethnology of our everyday life") by Dunja Rihtrnan-Augustin.
The titlcof the last book and !.hefact that it appe.aredexactly on the 40th anniversary
of our institution symbolically characterizes this period of ethnological activity, as
well as theoretical and methodological impetus given to the total activity of the
lnstitute. It is of exceptional importance that the etJmologists have always been
ready to accept incentives and critical approaches of new theories of oral literature
and folklore. Today, tlley are facing a new phase of envisaging their activity in the
contcxt of the Institute. If they continue to creatively use the advantages of the
interdisciplinary character at the Institute, this phase will certainly be successful.

Maja POVTZMQyic

Archives and the library of the Institute of Folklore Research

The foundation of tlle Institute of Folk Art contributed to tl1eplanned and systematic
collecting of folklore material which had to be recorded before it would change or
disappear undcr tlle innuence of the postwar industrialization. The intensive col-
lccting of data very soon resulted 111 collections of folkJore material as a basis of a
valuable Archives. Apart from thc material collected by means of field work, the
Archives was augmented through copying of thc collcctions of the Council of Folk
Life and Customs of the Yugoslav Academy of Arts and Sciences in Zagreb. These
collections in manuscript wcre copied with the Council's permission for the internal
use of the Institute. Vlasta Fodi-Kurelic and Dragica Kecenovic were engaged in
copying, and thcy also took care of other collections 111 manuscript. From its begin-
nings, the Institute worked towards the establishing of a library -!.he first librarian
was Kscnija Brodaric, employed from 1948. The fifties and the sixties elapsed, on
1heone hand in collecting of data and claSSIficationand on the other in collecting of
literature stored in the library. Dora Naric becamc the librarian in 1963. At that time
tl1elibrary contained4600 volumes of books and periodicals. A considerable part of
foreign literature was acquired through an exclJange of editions with scientific in-
stitutions abroad, Dora Nari6 is among other !.hings engaged 111 the compding of
bibliographies andspccialized files.

Field work, accompanied with modern technical media such as tape recordcrs,
still cameras and cine cameras has rcsultcd in new collections and the Archives
whieh is among!.hc riehcstll1 matenal in the country. Various collections were es-
tablished: a collection of folk poetry, prose texts, folk music, collections of folk
dances, visual arts documentation, disc and tape collection, a photograph collection
and a film collection. The Institute's membcrs are in charge of the collections with
the exception of a collection in manuscript run by Bcrnarda Mandie. This collected
original, material has enabled a scientific research into our folk cultllie and has had
an impact on the development of a modern folklore study. The organization of the
Archives and the library as· we know it today dates from the seventies. Mirena
Pavlovic came to the Institute as thc archivist in 1971, she is in eharge of all Insti-
tute's colleClions which rcprcscnt an indispensible basis for all research work. In
1977 !.heInstitute of Folk Art became thc Institute of Folklore Research as part of
the Institute of Philology and Folklore Study. When Dora Naric retired, Vesna
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Turcin was employed as a librarian. Snjezana Zoric, who also started working at ule
Institutc, was appointcd to the pOSt of archivcs technician. As a representative of
Yugoslavia, Dunja Rihlman-Augustin participated in the mceting of the Conunittee
of Government Experts for the Protection of Folklore, organized by UNESCO in
Paris in 1982. On her inicialive was carried out in cooperation with the University
Computer Centre in Zagreb. The new member m the archtves and library is Manja
Dalbcllo. The lru;titute has acquired thc first computers (Macintosh 512 K) and
started applymg electromcs to text and material analysis. In cooperation with Croat-
ian Ethnological Association, in 1984 was carried out a poll among all the institu-
tions in Croatia which collect and store up materials on traditional culture and folk-
lore. Vesna Turcin was engaged in the editing, recording and analysing of collected
data. The rcsults were published in 1986 in a special issue of "Narodna umjetnost",
no, 8 storcd in computerized data banks on UNIVAC in The University Computcr
Ccntcr and in the system PC Macintosh at the Instilutc, which enables its further
usc. The activity of building a data bank on folklore and traditional culture was con-
tinued through the compilation of a complcte material survey stored in the ArchIves
and of the bibliography of the Institute's members in !.he 1948-1983 period.

The survey and bibliography were compiled by Vesna TurCin and Mirena
Pavlovic. The data were proccsse(\ in lhe University computer centre in Zagreb and
published III "Narodna umjetnost", book 22. In 1985 Vesna TurCin successfully
defended her dissertation on !.he topic "Oral literature in the archival material on
folklore". Simultaneously procceded the work for the protection of folklore material
through the microfilming of manuscripts and the recording of the phono-material
from the earliest datiL There was a succession of members in the Archives and the
library. Vesna TurCin got employed in !.he National and Ul1lversity ltbrary and
Anamarip Starcevic-Stambuk took over as a ltbrarian. Sanja Magdalenic, a post-
graduate, came in 1987 and Olgica Tomik In 1988. On the has is of the past expen-
ence were eonsidcrcd tlle best possibililies for using the existing informatical
equipment of the Institute. Mircna Pavlovic, Sanja Magdalenic and Olglca Tomik
compiled a data bank (in Macintosh system): A survey of the Archives of the In-
stitute of Folklore Research J 984-1988. Anamarija Starcevic-Stambuk lS compiling
a Bibliography of the papcrs by thc Institute's members, wriuen in that period.
Mcctings are held in order to inform other members of tlle Institute of the success
and problems coneerning archival and library compulcrization so Ulat uley can
gradually join our mutual actiVIty. The members of the Institute were, within the
framework of thc Yugoslav Commission for UNESCO, the iniciators of the meet-
ing of folklore experts from the Balkan Countries. Two meetings were held with the
participants from Rumama, Bulgaria, Turkey and Yugoslavia, the first one in Ohrid
in 1983, and the second one in Zagrcb in 1988 during the International Congress of
E!.hnological and Anthropological Sciences. At the mcetings were considered the
possibilities of joining the UNESCO's folklore protection drive and of compiling
Ule register of the Balkan countries institutions which arc involved l!l folklore re-
search and plan on building a computer data bank. The prcsentation of archival ma-
terials and book publishing to the general public has not been neglected. SnjcZana
Zoric staged a photographic exhibition "Folklorc and we". Exhibition and promo-
tions of books published by the Institute arc stagcd regularly. Occasionally are or-
ganIzed various ex.hibitions celebrating 111C lnstitUle's annivcrsaries, the International
book exhibition "Interliber" and the Intcmalional folklore festival taking place 111

Zagreb.
The Archive contains:
- manuscriptcoJiections: 1270 volumes containing texts of poetry, prose, music

and dance recordings, dcscriptions of customs;
- a collection of tape recordings: 2160 tapes and casseues;
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- a photograph collection: 27000 photographs and slides;
- a film collection: 50documenLary films;
- a video collection: 116 videocasselles;
-dance collections: 362 k1nelograms;
- a record collection: 222 + 114 records of domestic and foreign production;
- visual artdocumenLalion: 1748 drawings;
-specialized files;
- micro fishes: 297 (in manuscript up to the call number 181).

The specialized Institute library contains 13800 volumes of monographs and 7580
periodicals (218 titles of current periodicals). The library exchanges publications
with 350 domestie and foreign lllslitutions and individuals. Besides through buying
and gifts a considerable pan of the library holdings was acquired through exchange.
The processing of library items is carried out according to the International standard
for bibliographic description (lSED) and 1tis classified according to the Umversal
decimal classification (UDC). Computer proccssing was introduced in 1988. The
library contains authors' alphabetical, classified and inventory catalogue. It also
cOnlains several speClali..-.cdcard files (eg. a file of primed collections of Croato-
Serbian thematic folk poems, short stones, proverbs and songs) and thematic cata-
logues (eg. a catalogue of the national1ties and eLlmicgroups m Yugoslavia). Within
!.heframework of the infonnation-rcferal activity are issucd mon!.hly bl1lletins of
new-comers, hsts of UleInstitute's editions, and of its members, also the preparation
of thematic bibliographies which accompany scientific research projects.

These facts indicate the total progrcss and dcvelopment of the archives and the
library in the 40 years long activity of the Institute of folklore research.

S;lIljaMagda/cnic
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