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Awarding of Decorations
The Order of the Croatian Morning Star 
with the Image of Ruđer Bošković to 
Professor Ante Čović

At a ceremony on 4 February 2020, the President of the Republic of Croatia, Kolinda 
Grabar-Kitarović, presented decorations and awards to individuals, associations, and 
institutions whose work has contributed to the preservation of Croatian culture and 
identity, and the development and reputation of the Republic of Croatia. Decorations 
and awards were awarded for contributions in almost all areas of public and social 
life.

In her introductory speech, the President pointed out, among other things, scientists 
“whose actions promote the reputation of our homeland and create valuable 
international cooperation by which Croatian science proves its scientific excellence 
and abilities” and especially referred to “those who introduce young people to the 
world of science through educational institutions and encourage their interests to 
further develop their knowledge and talents”. These words undoubtedly also referred 
to the then present Professor Ante Čović, Ph.D., who was awarded the Order of the 
Croatian Morning Star with the Image of Ruđer Bošković “for special merits for science 
in the field of philosophy and bioethics and their promotion in the Republic of 
Croatia and the world” (Official Gazette, 16/2020). 

Since Professor Ante Čović has been one of the most deserving persons for the 
development and promotion of bioethics in Croatia and Southeast Europe, including 
his contribution to establishing the concepts of integrative bioethics and European 
bioethics, on which the Jahr - European Journal of Bioethics is based, we considered 
it necessary, for the purpose of documenting important facts and self-awareness 
of bioethics in Croatia and in general, to publish the full text of the incentive for 
awarding of the abovementioned decoration to Professor Ante Čović, which was 
submitted by the Croatian Bioethical Society in the summer of 2019.
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Dodjela odlikovanja 
Red Danice hrvatske s likom Ruđera 
Boškovića 
prof. dr. sc. Anti Čoviću

Predsjednica Republike Hrvatske Kolinda Grabar-Kitarović uručila je na prigodnoj 
svečanosti 4. veljače 2020. odlikovanja i priznanja pojedincima, udrugama i 
ustanovama koji svojim radom pridonose očuvanju hrvatske kulture i identiteta 
te razvoju i ugledu Republike Hrvatske. Odlikovanja i priznanja dodijeljena su za 
doprinose u gotovo svim područjima javnog i društvenog života.

U uvodnom govoru predsjednica je, među ostalim, istaknula znanstvenike „koji 
svojim djelovanjem promiču ugled naše Domovine te stvaraju vrijedne međunarodne 
suradnje kojima hrvatska znanost dokazuje svoju znanstvenu izvrsnost i sposobnosti“ 
te se posebno osvrnula „na one koji kroz obrazovne ustanove mlade uvode u svijet 
znanosti i potiču njihove interese za daljnji razvoj svojih znanja i talenata“. Te su se 
riječi nedvojbeno odnosile i na prisutnog profesora Antu Čovića koji je odlikovan 
Redom Danice hrvatske s likom Ruđera Boškovića „za osobite zasluge za znanost u 
području filozofije i bioetike te njihovo promicanje u Republici Hrvatskoj i svijetu“ 
(Narodne novine, 16/2020).

Budući da je prof. dr. sc. Ante Čović jedna od najzaslužnijih osoba za razvoj i 
promicanje bioetike u Hrvatskoj i Jugoistočnoj Europi, uključujući njegov doprinos 
zasnivanju koncepata integrativne bioetike i europske bioetike, na kojima počiva i 
Jahr – europski časopis za bioetiku, smatrali smo nužnim da, u svrhu dokumentiranja 
značajnih činjenica i samoosvještavanja bioetike u Hrvatskoj i općenito, objavimo 
cjelovit tekst poticaja za dodjelu spomenutog odlikovanja profesoru Anti Čoviću, 
koji je u ljeto 2019. godine podnijelo Hrvatsko bioetičko društvo.
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