Dear Editors of Periodicum Biologorum,
We confirm that the manuscript entitled “Detection of virulence gene belonging to cag pathogenicity island in Helicobacter pylori isolates after multiple unsuccessful eradication therapy in Northwest Croatia” written by authors Dijana Varda Brkić, Miroslava Katičić, Branka Bedenić, Aleksandra Presečki Stanko and Vanda Plečko  is original, unpublished and is not simultaneously submitted to other journals. All authors have contributed to the study. 
The paper deals with a very important problematic of chronic H. pylori infections and the role of cagPAI genes in development of premalignant lesions after unsuccessful eradication therapy.  
H. pylori is an important risk factor for development of chronic gastritis and adenocarcinoma. There are no published reports on the virulence factors of H. pylori in Croatia. It prompted us to investigate the virulence genes of cagPAI region in patients with benign endoscopic diagnosis who received multiple antibiotic treatments but without clinical improvement.  We aimed to find out if the clinicians have to insist on eradication therapy to avoid the development of malignant disease. The virulence genes of cagPAI were analysed before but there are no published reports from this geographic region. Also, the genomic profiles generated in this study may be useful for interlaboratory comparisons and are suitable for storage in epidemiological databases for comparative analyses
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