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PUBLICATION ETHICS AND SCIENTIFIC INTEGRITY POLICY

Entomologia Croatica is a scientific journal that uses a single-blind peer-review process
and is committed to promoting ethical principles in scholarly publishing and preserving the
integrity of the scientific record. All participants in the publication process—authors, reviewers,
editors, and the publisher—are expected to act responsibly, impartially, and transparently. This
document sets out their main responsibilities and the principles for preventing, identifying, and
addressing misconduct in scholarly publishing.

The journal’s ethical principles are based on good editorial practice and the guidelines of the
Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE). The Editorial Office considers each case in light of its
circumstances, applicable regulations, and relevant ethical guidelines.

DUTIES OF AUTHORS
Reporting Standards

Authors must ensure that submitted manuscripts accurately and reliably present the research
conducted and contain an objective discussion of its results and scientific significance. Data
must be presented clearly, precisely, and consistently with the research findings. A manuscript
should contain sufficient detail and appropriate references to enable other researchers to
understand the research and, where applicable, reproduce it. Fabrication or falsification of
data, the deliberate presentation of inaccurate information, and other forms of manipulation of
research results are considered serious breaches of ethical principles.

Authors are responsible for ensuring that the content of their manuscripts is lawful and
respects the rights of third parties. When using other people’s texts, data, illustrations, or other
materials, authors must cite the sources and, where necessary, obtain permission from the
rights holder in advance.
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Originality, Plagiarism, and Multiple Publication

Authors may submit a manuscript to Entomologia Croatica only if it is original, has not
previously been published in the same or a substantially similar version, and is not under
consideration for publication by another journal or publication at the same time. Previously
published material, datasets, translations, or related papers must be disclosed transparently to
the Editorial Office, and their relevance must be clearly explained. The Editorial Office decides
whether such cases are acceptable.

All other people’s work, ideas, data, and text must be appropriately cited. Verbatim material
must be clearly identified as a quotation, and the sources of reused material must be
acknowledged. Plagiarism, self-plagiarism that results in inappropriate repetition of published
content, concealment of prior publication, and simultaneous submission of the same
manuscript to multiple publications are unacceptable.

The Editorial Office may check the originality of a manuscript using available text-similarity
tools and/or other appropriate procedures. A similarity-check result is not, in itself, proof of
plagiarism; each case is assessed in context, taking into account citations, the type of text, and
the nature of the overlap identified. If plagiarism or other misconduct is suspected, the Editorial
Office will conduct an appropriate assessment and, where necessary, request an explanation
from the authors.

Citation of Sources and Intellectual Property

Authors must fully and accurately acknowledge sources that have influenced the design,
conduct, and interpretation of the research and the presentation of its results. Copyright-
protected materials, including figures, tables, and substantial text excerpts, may be reproduced
only with permission from the rights holder where such permission is required, and with proper
acknowledgement of the source.

Data Availability and Retention

The Editorial Office may request original data or additional information from authors when
needed for editorial assessment and verification of results. Authors should be prepared to
provide access to data where possible and in accordance with ethical, legal, contractual, and
other justified restrictions. Data should be retained for a period appropriate to the type of
research and applicable requirements. Where data are unavailable, authors should, where
applicable, state the reason or any access restrictions.
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Authorship and Contributions

Authorship should be limited to individuals who have made a significant contribution to the
conception or design of the research, the collection, analysis, or interpretation of data, and the
drafting or critical review of the manuscript. All individuals who meet the authorship criteria
must be listed as authors. Individuals who made other contributions but do not meet the
authorship criteria may be acknowledged in the Acknowledgements section, with their consent.

All listed authors should approve the final version of the manuscript and agree to its submission
to the journal. Authors share responsibility for the integrity of the work and should cooperate
in resolving questions concerning the accuracy or integrity of its content.

Corresponding Author

The corresponding author is responsible for communication with the Editorial Office and for
ensuring that authorship information is complete and accurate. The corresponding author must
confirm that all authors have reviewed and approved the final version of the manuscript and
agreed to its submission. Individuals who meet the authorship criteria must not be omitted, and
individuals who do not meet those criteria must not be included as authors.

Conflicts of Interest and Funding

Authors must disclose financial and other conflicts of interest that could influence the research,
the presentation of results, or their interpretation, or that could reasonably be considered
relevant to the objectivity of the work. Authors must also identify sources of financial support
for the research, including projects, institutions, and other organisations that provided funding.
If there are no conflicts of interest or no financial support, this should be stated clearly in the
manuscript.

Ethical Approval, Permissions, and Research Involving Animals

Authors must ensure that research has been conducted in accordance with applicable ethical
principles, professional standards, and legal requirements. Where approval from an ethics
committee, permits, or other authorisations from competent authorities are required, authors
must obtain them before conducting the research and provide relevant details in the
manuscript. Research involving animals must comply with animal-welfare regulations. Research
involving wild or protected species and protected areas must comply with regulations on nature
protection and biodiversity conservation. Authors should identify any special or unusual
hazards associated with the research where relevant.
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Use of Generative Artificial Intelligence

Authors remain fully responsible for the accuracy, originality, completeness, and ethical
acceptability of their manuscripts, including content produced with the assistance of generative
artificial intelligence (Al) tools. Al tools may not be listed as authors. Authors must verify all
outputs generated by such tools, including facts, quotations, and bibliographic information, and
correct any errors or inaccuracies.

If generative Al tools have been used to create or substantially revise text, analyse data, create
images, or produce other substantive parts of the work, their use must be transparently
disclosed in the manuscript, together with a description of the tool and the purpose for which it
was used. Routine language editing, proofreading, and formatting need not be disclosed
separately unless the tool has generated or changed the scholarly content. Authors must not
enter confidential, sensitive, or protected information into Al tools without appropriate
permission or where doing so could breach confidentiality obligations.

Fundamental Errors in Published Articles

If authors discover a significant error or inaccuracy after publication that may affect the validity,
reliability, or interpretation of the results, they must promptly notify the Editorial Office and
cooperate in assessing the measures required. Depending on the nature and seriousness of the
issue, a correction, clarification, expression of concern, or retraction notice may be published.

DUTIES OF REVIEWERS
Peer-Review Process and Contribution to Editorial Decisions

Original research articles, short scientific communications, preliminary communications, review
articles (scientific and professional), and professional articles submitted to the journal are
evaluated by two independent external reviewers. Authors may suggest the names and contact
details of two experts in the relevant scientific field as potential reviewers, but the Editorial
Office is not obliged to accept these suggestions. Reviewers provide expert and objective
assessments to assist the Editorial Office in deciding whether to accept, request revisions to, or
reject a manuscript. The Editor-in-Chief makes the final decision, taking into account the
reviewers’ reports and the journal’s editorial criteria. Other content, such as letters to and from
the editor, bibliographies, biographies, editorials, case reports, essays, conference abstracts,
news items, notes, obituaries, and reports on the Society’s activities, undergoes editorial
review.
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Timeliness and Expertise

Reviewers should complete reviews within the agreed timeframe. If they do not have the
appropriate expertise or cannot complete a review on time, they must promptly notify the
Editorial Office and decline the invitation or withdraw from the process.

Confidentiality

Manuscripts received for review are confidential documents and must not be shared with
unauthorised persons or discussed outside the peer-review process without the Editorial
Office’s permission. Reviewers must not use unpublished information or ideas from a
manuscript for personal or professional benefit. Under the journal’s single-blind peer-review
process, reviewers’ identities are not disclosed to authors; reviewers should avoid revealing
their identities in comments intended for authors.

Objectivity and Citation of Sources

Reviews must be impartial, reasoned, and constructive, and focus on the manuscript’s scientific
quality, originality, methodological soundness, relevance, and clarity. Personal criticism of
authors and comments unrelated to the scientific content are unacceptable. Reviewers should
identify relevant published work that has not been cited and inform the editor of any suspicion
of plagiarism, data manipulation, or other serious ethical misconduct.

Conflicts of Interest

Reviewers must promptly inform the editor of any actual or potential conflict of interest that
could affect the impartiality of their assessment, including competing, collaborative, personal,
or professional relationships with the authors or related institutions. If a conflict of interest
exists, reviewers should decline the review or withdraw from the process.

Use of Generative Artificial Intelligence

Reviewers must not enter confidential manuscripts, data, or other materials obtained during
peer review into publicly available Al tools or other systems that could compromise
confidentiality. Al tools must not replace the reviewer’s expert judgement. If Al tools are used
in a way that may affect the assessment of a manuscript, reviewers should act transparently
and in accordance with the Editorial Office’s instructions, and must not delegate responsibility
for the review to an Al system.
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DUTIES OF EDITORS

Publication Decisions

The Editor-in-Chief is responsible for decisions concerning manuscripts submitted to the
journal, taking into account the results of peer review, scientific quality, originality, clarity,
significance, and relevance to the journal’s scope. Decisions are made impartially and in
accordance with the journal’s editorial policies, applicable regulations, and ethical principles.
Where necessary, the Editorial Office may request an additional expert assessment or
clarification from the authors.

Impartiality and Conflicts of Interest

Manuscripts are assessed on the basis of scientific quality, originality, relevance, and
intellectual merit, without discrimination based on personal characteristics, background,
nationality, institutional affiliation, or political or religious beliefs.

If the Editor-in-Chief, another editor, or a member of the Editorial Board is an author of a
manuscript, that person must not participate in editorial decision-making. The manuscript must
be assigned to another authorised editor, and the review process must be conducted in a way
that avoids conflicts of interest and ensures independent assessment.

Confidentiality

The Editor-in-Chief and members of the Editorial Office must maintain the confidentiality of
manuscripts and information obtained during the editorial process. Information may be shared
only with persons authorised to participate in the handling of a manuscript and only to the
extent necessary for that purpose. Unpublished materials, information, and ideas must not be
used for personal or professional benefit without the author’s permission.

Conflicts of Interest and Transparency

Editors must disclose any actual or potential conflict of interest. Where a conflict exists, they
must recuse themselves from handling the manuscript and transfer it to another authorised
editor. The Editorial Office should require authors and reviewers to disclose relevant conflicts of
interest. If an undisclosed conflict is discovered after publication and may have materially
affected the work or editorial process, the Editorial Office will assess whether a correction,
expression of concern, or retraction is warranted.
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Research Misconduct and Publication Irregularities

The Editor-in-Chief, in cooperation with the publisher, is responsible for appropriately and
impartially considering suspicions of research misconduct or publication irregularities involving
authors, reviewers, or editors. The Editorial Office may request statements from the persons
involved and, where necessary, contact their institutions or other competent bodies.

All reports are taken seriously and handled confidentially to the extent possible, regardless of
how much time has elapsed since publication. Depending on the findings, the Editorial Office
may reject a manuscript, publish a correction or clarification, issue an expression of concern, or
retract a published article.

Complaints and Appeals

Complaints concerning the editorial process, peer review, a published article, or a possible
breach of ethical principles may be submitted to the Editorial Office using the official contact
address provided on the journal’s website. A complaint should contain sufficient information to
explain the concern and, where possible, supporting documentation.

The Editorial Office will consider the complaint impartially and request further information or
responses where necessary. If a complaint concerns the Editor-in-Chief or a person who would
otherwise decide the matter, that person will be recused and the complaint will be considered
by another independent and authorised representative of the publisher or Editorial Office.

Appeals against editorial decisions should state specific grounds, such as a significant
procedural error or a misunderstanding of the manuscript’s content. Where feasible,
reconsideration will be handled by the Editorial Office or an authorised person who was not
involved in the original decision. Submitting a complaint or appeal does not in itself guarantee a
change in the editorial decision.

CORRECTIONS, EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN, AND RETRACTIONS

If errors or concerns that may affect the reliability of an article are identified after publication,
the Editorial Office will assess the nature and seriousness of the issue and take appropriate
action. Errors that do not materially affect the results or conclusions may be corrected by
publishing a correction notice. If there is a serious concern about an article’s reliability and an
investigation is ongoing or a final conclusion cannot yet be reached, the Editorial Office may
issue an expression of concern.
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Retraction may be considered in cases of serious errors that undermine the reliability of the
results, plagiarism, fabrication or falsification of data, false authorship, or other serious
breaches of ethical principles.

A correction notice, expression of concern, or retraction notice should clearly state the reason
for the action, provide the article’s bibliographic details, and be linked to the original article. A
retraction notice should be publicly available and clearly labelled. Where appropriate, the
Editorial Office will request responses from the authors and cooperate with relevant
institutions. These procedures follow applicable COPE guidance.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND ORIGINALITY CHECKS

The Editorial Office considers suspected plagiarism and copyright infringement in submitted
manuscripts and published articles. Checks may include text-similarity tools, examination of
sources, and other appropriate procedures. Decisions are not based solely on a similarity
percentage but on an assessment of the nature and context of the overlap.

If a breach is established, the Editorial Office will take appropriate action depending on its
seriousness and the stage of publication. The journal follows relevant COPE guidance:
https://publicationethics.org/.

ACCESSIBILITY AND PRESERVATION OF CONTENT

The journal’s published articles are available through its digital archive on the Hrcéak portal.
Information about additional long-term digital archiving or preservation systems should be
included on the journal’s website only where the journal’s participation in those systems has
been confirmed. The publisher and Editorial Office seek to preserve access to the published
scholarly record in accordance with the capabilities and policies of the platforms on which the
content is stored.

RELATED POLICIES AND RESPONSIBILITY FOR IMPLEMENTATION

This document should be read together with the journal’s other publicly available policies,
including its peer-review policy, open-access and licensing policy, copyright policy, privacy
statement, and correction and retraction policy. The Editorial Office and publisher are
responsible for consistently applying the published policies. If the journal’s practices change,
the policy text should be updated promptly.
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