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INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS

Child and Family in Contemporary Society is an interdisciplinary scientific journal 
published by the Faculty of Law Osijek, Josip Juraj Strossmayer University of Osijek 
(hereinafter: Journal). The main goal of the Journal is the publication of scientific re-
search that contributes to the development of science whose focus is the child and the 
family, and papers that can influence changes in policies, regulations, programs, and 
practices relevant to the child and the family. The Journal publishes theoretical, em-
pirical, and review papers from various fields and disciplines that analyze the concepts, 
development, rights, and protection of children and families such as law, social activities, 
psychology, psychiatry, education, sociology, political science, economics, history, reli-
gious sciences, and other disciplines. 

SUBMISSION AND FORMATTING OF THE MANUSCRIPT

Authors submit manuscripts through the Open Journal System (OJS). Submitted 
manuscripts are subject to editorial review to assess the manuscript’s compliance with 
the technical standards, goals, and themes of the Journal.

Submitted manuscripts are subject to an originality check in the originality checking 
program.

The basic instructions for submitting and formatting paper are as follows: 
1. The paper is submitted in electronic form, in Word format .doc or .docx through 

the Open Journal System (OJS).
2. The paper is written in Times New Roman font, size 12, with spacing 1.5, and 

alignment on both sides. 
3. Footnotes are written in Times New Roman font, size 10, spacing 1, dou-

ble-aligned. Footnotes are used to explain or comment on terms.
4. The paper should be numbered at the footer in Arabic numbers (Times New 

Roman font, size 12, aligned in the middle). 
5. Each paper must contain the following elements: name, surname, and title of 

the author (above the title; information about the institution of employment, 
e-mail, and ORCID number must be stated in the introductory footnote /*/), 
abstract in English, introduction, central part of the paper, conclusion, list of 
references and list of tables/graphs. 

6. The abstract of the paper should have a maximum of 250 words with an indica-
tion of up to five keywords. The abstract of the paper in English is written below 
the title of the work. 
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7. The recommended length of the paper is 10,000 words, which includes an intro-
duction, the central part of the paper, a conclusion, and footnotes. The Editorial 
Board also accepts reviews of books and conferences, the length of which must 
not exceed 2,000 words. 

8. It is cited in APA style. The list of references is listed at the end of the paper and 
contains only those sources that were used in the paper.

9. If the author uses tables and/or graphs, it is necessary to name them and indicate 
the source. At the end of the paper, after the list of references, the author lists 
the tables and graphs used. 

10. The paper must be structured through titles and subtitles, which are indicated by 
Arabic numbers: 1. TITLE; 1.1. Subtitle; 1.1.1. Subtitle. 

11. Foreign terms (such as Latin terms de lege lata, de lege ferenda, or terms in anoth-
er foreign language) are written in italics. 

12. Paper written in English must be written in standard English. 
13. Considering the different ways of labeling the legal regulations and jurispru-

dence of each country, authors are exceptionally allowed to label the cited sourc-
es of literature differently with consistency throughout the work. It is necessary 
to inform the Editorial Board about this when sending the paper. 

It is cited in APA style and references are given as follows:

• one author (Kilkelly, 2016, 25)
• two authors (Choudhry and Herring, 2010, 25)
• three or more authors (Koziel et al., 2023, 355)
• several papers by the same author from the same year (Kilkelly, 2021a, 12; Kilkelly, 

2021b, 23)
• secondary publications (L’Abate, 1994, as cited in Čačinovič-Vogrinčić i Mešl, 

2019, 101)
• legal sources – Family Law Act (Official Gazette, no. 103/15, 98/19, 47/20, 49/23, 

156/23).

The list of references is also listed in APA style, alphabetically by categories (books 
and articles, legal sources, case law, documents and reports, web pages): 

1. Books
Kilkelly, U. (2016). The Child and the European Convention on Human Rights. London/
New York: Routledge.
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2. Editorial books
Cantwell, N. (2017). Are ‘Best Interests’ a Pillar or a Problem for Implementing the 
Human Rights of Children? U: T. Liefaard; J. Sloth-Nielsen (ed.). The United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child: Taking Stock after 25 Years and Looking Ahead (pp. 
61-72). Boston/Leiden: Brill Nijhoff.

3. Articles
Kilkelly, U. (2010). Protecting children’s rights under the ECHR: the role of positive 
obligations. Northern Ireland Legal Quarterly, 61(3), 245-261.

4. Legal sources
Family Law Act, Official Gazette, no. 103/15, 98/19, 47/20, 49/23, 156/23.
The Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, Of-
ficial Gazette – International Agreements, no. 18/97, 6/99, 14/02, 13/03, 9/05, 1/06, 
2/10, 13/17.

5. Case law
Judgment of the Municipal Court in Osijek, no. 4 P Ob-33/2022-26 of 22 December 
2022
X. v. Croatia, ECtHR, application no. 11223/04, judgment of 17 July 2008.

6. Web pages
Shared Parental Care and Guardianship for Minors. URL: https://mrosp.gov.hr/high-
lights-7158/your-europe/social-policy/shared-parental-care-and-guardianship-for- 
minors/12150 (accessed: 25 July 2023).
Detailed instructions for citing references and bibliography are available on the Jour-
nal’s website.

REVIEW PROCEDURE

All manuscripts are subject to double-blind peer review (except reviews of books 
and conferences). If the manuscript satisfies the objectives of the Journal and the In-
structions for authors, the manuscript is submitted to the review procedure. The review 
procedure is secret and implies the removal of all data that would reveal the author’s 
identity. The manuscript is accepted for publication if both reviews are positive. If one 
review is negative or differs from the other significantly, the manuscript is referred to a 
third review. Manuscripts accepted for publication can be categorized as:
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• original scientific paper – contains new, so far unpublished research results; 
the fundamental characteristic of this scientific paper is its originality since it 
contains new knowledge in a certain scientific field,

• preliminary communication – contains several new scientific findings; the 
publication of scientific work is important due to the topicality of the knowl-
edge gained through the conducted research, but the content points to further 
discussion and research, 

• scientific review paper – based on previously published research results on a sci-
entific problem, and which the author critically processes, applies new research 
questions, hypotheses, and methodology,

• professional paper – does not have the characteristic of scientificity, but the 
author presents the results of previous research, trying to clarify a certain topic; 
the paper lacks the quality of originality and contains information useful for 
practice.

Upon completion of the review procedure, the author is informed of the outcome 
and proposed categorization, along with the reviewer’s comments. Moreover, in the 
review procedure, all data that would indicate the identity of the reviewer is removed.

More information about the review procedure is available on the Journal’s website.

COPYRIGHT

The authors retain the copyright on the published article, while the Journal retains 
the right of first publication. The authors of an article published in the Journal may 
publish it in another journal only with the approval of the editor-in-chief, in which case 
they are obliged to indicate the journal in which the article was originally published. 
The published articles are open access and can be used in further research, with appro-
priate citation.

ETHICAL PRINCIPLES

The journal is based on the guidelines of the Committee on Publication Ethics 
(COPE), which apply to authors, editors, and reviewers. Likewise, the Journal estab-
lishes rules of conduct in cases of violation of ethical principles based on the Ethics 
Procedure for Editors of the Committee on Publication Ethics. 

Ethical principles and rules of conduct in cases of violation of ethical principles are 
available on the Journal’s website.


