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GUIDELINES FOR AUTHORS

I. General Information
Religion and Education. Journal for Theological-Religious and Pedagogical Research is a scientific journal published by the Institute of Religious Sciences at the Catholic Faculty of Theology, University of Zagreb. The decision to establish the journal was adopted by the Catholic Faculty of Theology Faculty Council on 20 September 2024. 
The journal is focused on scholarly papers in the fields of theology, religious studies, and pedagogy. It is also open to academic papers from other fields within the humanities and social sciences that explore religious issues from various perspectives. Particular attention is devoted to Christian religious topics. The journal promotes interdisciplinarity and welcomes critical reflection and collaboration with researchers from all scientific disciplines. 
The journal is published twice a year in electronic format. Each issue is thematically curated, featuring peer-reviewed and categorised papers, as well as papers that are not subject to peer review. Peer-reviewed articles are accepted for publication based on positive reviews received through a double-blind peer review process. 
In addition to categorised scholarly and professional papers, Religion and Education. Journal for Theological-Religious and Pedagogical Research also publishes reports on academic conferences related to theological, religious, and pedagogical topics, as well as communications, commentaries, reviews, overviews, and bibliographies. The editorial board accepts only those manuscripts that have not been previously published in either print or electronic form.

Categorised Papers
[bookmark: _Hlk187158811]1) Original scientific paper: A paper containing previously unpublished theoretical or practical results of scientific research, thoroughly elaborated and presented in an objectively verifiable manner. 
2) Preliminary communication: A paper containing preliminary results of ongoing scientific research. It does not have to allow for verification of the presented results. This category also includes paper that present a newly formulated problem accompanied by a well-argued rationale, albeit without full elaboration. 
3) Review article: An original, concise, and critical overview of the current state and trends in a given research area, with evaluative commentary and assessment. 
4) Professional paper: A paper that provides information or introduces issues within a particular professional field, or presents original solutions from the field.

Uncategorised Texts:
Editorial: contains a brief commentary on the main theme of the issue.
Critical Review: contains a presentation and discussion of a work relevant to theology, religion, pedagogy, or more broadly to scientific, social, or cultural fields, published within the last three years in Croatia or abroad.
Report: provides information on scientific and popular-scientific events relevant to theology, religion, pedagogy, the Church, society, and culture in general.
Bibliography: includes all relevant bibliographic data related to the pertinent year of publication or a list of bibliographically processed materials related to a specific topic or author.

The journal may also publish the following types of texts:
In Memoriam: includes a reflection on the life and work of deceased persons significant to the fields covered by the journal.
Commentary: contains a reflection on a specific phenomenon, event, or published contribution.
Portraits: provides an overview of the life’s work of a particular scholar or institution.

The journal is available on the portal of Croatian scientific and professional journals Hrčak (https://hrcak.srce.hr/).
The journal Religion and Education. Journal for Theological-Religious and Pedagogical Research publishes academic papers in Croatian, English, and Italian. If the manuscript is written in Croatian, authors are expected to adhere to the norms of the standard Croatian literary language. If the manuscript is written in a foreign language, the author is responsible for ensuring that it meets the standard of the language in which it is written. Manuscripts are not returned.
II. Submission, Length, and Formatting of Manuscripts
Manuscripts should be submitted electronically to the Editorial Board at the following address: rio@kbf.unizg.hr in two separate documents: 
1. Completed Declaration of Authorship form. 
2. The paper with abstracts and keywords.
Length of Manuscripts
The length of categorised papers must be between 16 and 32 typed manuscript pages (1 page = 1800 characters including spaces), and uncategorised papers up to 8 pages. Footnotes and the list of references are included in the total length. For more extensive texts, the Editorial Board may request that the author shorten the manuscript.
Manuscript Formatting
Manuscripts must be formatted in accordance with the Manuscript Formatting Guidelines (see: http://....).
III. Peer Review Process
The Editorial Board receives and evaluates all submitted manuscripts and based on its decision, initiates the peer review process. It reserves the right to return the manuscript to the author for revision, to change the categorisation of the paper, or to reject the manuscript following or without conducting the peer review process.
Manuscripts that align with the journal’s general thematic orientation and are prepared in accordance with the Guidelines for Authors and Manuscript Formatting Guidelines will be submitted for peer review. The journal implements a double-blind review process: the identities of authors and reviewers are known only to the Editorial Board. 
The Editorial Board reserves the right to reject a manuscript before the peer review process if there is clear evidence of unethical research practices or if the data presented in the paper are unreliable, previously published elsewhere, or wholly or partially plagiarised.
The peer review process includes the following steps:
· Submission of the anonymised manuscript to at least two experts on the subject matter of the submitted paper, with all participants in the process remaining unaware of each other’s identities. In the event of conflicting evaluations, the Editorial Board may engage additional reviewers to gain a clearer assessment of the paper’s quality.
· The Editorial Board may also contact the author to request manuscript revisions based on the reviewers’ comments. Authors are expected to carefully consider the suggestions of the reviewers and the Editorial Board when preparing the revised version of the manuscript. After revision, the Editorial Board may resubmit the manuscript to the original reviewers or send it through the peer review process again. 
· Reviewers propose the article's categorisation, while the final decision is made by the Editorial Board. Following the peer review process, the Editorial Board informs the author of its decision on whether the submitted manuscript will be published as well as of the categorisation of the article. 
· If necessary, following the decision to publish the manuscript, the Editorial Board may issue the author a confirmation of acceptance for publication.

IV. Copyright
[bookmark: _Hlk186808220]Religion and Education. Journal for Theological-Religious and Pedagogical Research is an open access journal. All content is freely available to users and their institutions without charge. Users are permitted to read, download, copy, distribute, print, search, link to, or use the full texts of the papers for any non-commercial lawful purpose, provided that the author’s and publisher’s copyright is respected and the source is properly cited. This provision is in accordance with the CC BY-NC 4.0 licence (Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial 4.0 International Licence), available at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/ Authors retain copyright over their published work without restriction. The journal Religion and Education. Journal for Theological-Religious and Pedagogical Research does not charge for the publication of papers.
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