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GUIDELINES FOR REVIEWERS 

Reviewers of the journal are kindly requested to conduct their evaluation and categorisation of submissions in accordance with the Standards of the Ministry of Science, Education and Sports of the Republic of Croatia and to consult the Document on Publishing Ethics and Scientific Integrity (available at: http://hrcak.srce.hr/rio).
By accepting a paper for review, the reviewer undertakes to assess it thoroughly and impartially, offering guidance to the author regarding improvements to the content and providing the editorial board with comments concerning the paper’s technical and substantive aspects, as well as its categorisation. The journal provides a review form comprising designated fields to be completed by the reviewer, along with a section for descriptive comments and recommendations. The editorial board values efforts to provide a detailed review, including clearly indicated revisions that are either recommended or required. The assessment of the paper should address its originality and relevance, the rigour of the study design and methodology, the presentation of the findings, the validity of the conclusions, and the paper’s overall quality.
Before undertaking a review, the reviewer should consider whether the paper falls within their field of expertise and whether there may be any potential conflict of interest. By accepting the role of reviewer, the individual confirms their competence, the absence of any conflict of interest, and their ability to evaluate the paper objectively and professionally. 
The recommended deadline for submitting the review is two weeks. The length of the review text and the scope of comments and criticisms are left to the reviewer’s discretion. 
The editorial board of Religion and Education. Journal for Theological-Religious and Pedagogical Research employs a double-blind peer review process, during which the identities of both authors and reviewers remain undisclosed.
1. General Evaluation of the Paper 
The review process entails assessing the appropriateness and quality of the paper. The review should indicate whether the article meets the criteria set by the editorial board. These criteria include: assessment of thematic relevance; originality; quality and relevance of sources; structure and methodology; precision and clarity in presenting content, assumptions, and ideas; terminological and linguistic appropriateness; scope and relevance of the research; clarity and relevance of conclusions. 
The reviewer should assess the methodological rigour and the theoretical-conceptual underpinnings of the paper. Comments on the substantiation and persuasiveness of the arguments presented are also encouraged, with particular attention to both the strengths and weaknesses of the paper. The reviewer should address the following questions in their evaluation: 
● Does the title of the paper reflect its content? 
● Do the abstract and keywords accurately reflect the content? 
● Does the manuscript require additions or reductions? 
● Is the language used by the author clear and comprehensible? 
●  Are the research aims and questions clearly stated? 
● Is the manuscript logically and methodologically coherently structured? 
● Is the argumentation sound and convincing?
● Does the paper contain relevant and appropriate references (both domestic and international)?
● Are quotations and references accurate?
● Are the conclusions clear, consistent, and in line with the argumentation presented in the manuscript? 
In addition to answering the above questions, the reviewer is encouraged to assess the acceptability or unacceptability of certain aspects of the paper, including: 
● The level of originality and interest in relation to the topic and methods 
● Relevance in light of current scholarly knowledge 
● The author’s familiarity with prior research on the subject 
● Precise use of concepts, methodology, and terminology 
● Clarity in presenting content 
● Clarity and stylistic precision of linguistic expression 
● Adherence to the recommended content methodology 
● Relevance of the topic to the thematic scope of the journal 
Alongside the general assessment, the reviewer is encouraged to provide specific comments concerning individual sections of the paper, particularly with respect to any possible errors.

2. Recommendation for Publication 
Finally, the reviewer should propose publication, revision, or non-acceptance of the paper in line with the following list: 
● The manuscript may be published without revision. 
● The manuscript may be published following revisions as suggested in the review. 
● The manuscript should be returned for re-review following the incorporation of suggested revisions. 
● The manuscript should be submitted for publication in another journal. 
● The manuscript is not suitable for publication. 

3. Categorisation of Scientific Papers
The category of the paper is proposed by the author, with the final decision made by the editorial board based on the reviewers’ recommendation.
Reviewers are invited to suggest the appropriate category according to the following guidelines:
1) Original scientific paper: A paper containing previously unpublished theoretical or practical results of scientific research, thoroughly elaborated and presented in an objectively verifiable manner. 
2) Preliminary communication: A paper containing preliminary results of ongoing scientific research. It does not have to allow for verification of the presented results. This category also includes paper that present a newly formulated problem accompanied by a well-argued rationale, albeit without full elaboration. 
3) Review article: An original, concise, and critical overview of the current state and trends in a given research area, with evaluative commentary and assessment. 
4) Professional paper: A paper that provides information or introduces issues within a particular professional field, or presents original solutions from the field, without claiming to be the result of scientific research.
The journal Religion and Education. Journal for Theological-Religious and Pedagogical Research also publishes papers presented at scientific conferences organised by the journal’s publisher, the Catholic Faculty of Theology, University of Zagreb. Such papers are categorised during the review process in accordance with the categories listed above. If a paper presented at a scientific conference makes a notable contribution but cannot be classified under the above categories, it may be published as a conference presentation. 
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